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City Waits to Finalize Charter Communications Contract,
Got an Issue?
For those area residents who are Charter Communications cable customers and haven’t
received their most recent bills, they can expect a price hike effective on or after February
15, 2016, according to information relayed by Lamar City Administrator, John Sutherland.
He informed the Lamar City Council of the price hike notification during the council’s
January 25th meeting. The letter states current pricing will be adjusted for the Changes
of Service Computerized Fee from $2.99 to $4.99 and a Late Fee charge will be increased
from $7.95 to $8.95. Last year the council approved continuing the Charter Communications franchise agreement with the city. Councilman Kirk Crespin asked if the city and
Charter had finalized their latest agreement, to which Sutherland replied, “Not yet. We
have a meeting set up for February 17th with their government relations manager.”
The most recent agreement with the city for cable service was with Cablevision which
expired on September 12, 2014. The original ten year agreement was made between the
city and Bresnan Communications which expired in 2009 and was replaced with a five
year agreement. During that period, Bresnan sold to Cablevision Systems which, in turn,
sold to Charter.
Sutherland added that a recent discussion with the company representative focused
on quality of service. “She was inquiring where we were with our review of her Charter
franchise proposal and that matter came up.” Sutherland said the manager stated the
company had not seen many calls to their customer service line, so she assumed service
must have improved. She added she would like to see names and addresses of customers
who have issues with the service. “So we’re going to do that,” Sutherland informed the
council, “We’re going to put together our thoughts for who is complaining and the nature
of their problem so we can address this.”

Visit Us @ theprowersjournal.com or Call 336-9095

111 West Parmenter
Lamar, CO 81052
www.core-financial-lamar.net

Did you know–

(719) 336-5550

If you fund a Scholars Choice 529 education plan, you may be
eligible for a deduction on your Colorado State income tax?

Do you have a Scholars Choice Plan for
your children or grandchildren?

Neither Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc. nor its Representatives may offer tax and/or legal
advice. Please consult your tax and/or legal advisor for guidance on your particular situation.
Securities and investment advisory services through Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc.
(TFA) Member FINRA, SIPC and Registered Investment Advisor. Non securities Products
are not offered through TFA. Core Financial and TFA are not affiliated LD055274-11/15

FRONTIER BANK
www.frontierbankco.com

NEW EXCITING
CHECKING OPTIONS
Call us for details or stop by and sign up
for all the advantages now available with
an “ADVANTAGE CHECKING” Account

Phone 719.336.4351
Fax
719.336.4352

200 South Main Street
P.O. Box 988
Lamar, Colorado 81052
EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

ACE Tire Service
Specializing in All
Your Tire & Alignment Needs

(719) 336-0403

Crespin said it may be a matter of customers not wanting to stay on hold for twenty
minutes to be informed the problem should be corrected in another five minutes. He
noted that it seems like there have been a couple of other price increases since the city has
been working on this contract. “It would be difficult to go back to the citizens and say we
have another price increase when we haven’t even finalized the contract yet,” he offered.
Sutherland added he mentioned that the contract with the company is not an exclusive
franchise. Mayor Roger Stagner said the area customers should be aware that they can let
the city or the council know if they have issues or problems so the city can take note and
bring it to their attention.
Customers will remember several years ago when what has been termed as a disruption impacting video services, traced to a splice enclosure owned by a third party fiber
vendor, was the cause for Charter Communication customers to lose their TV reception
Super Bowl Sunday, February 2, 2014 for most of the day. A company spokesperson said
approximately 3,500 customers between Lamar and La Junta were without service until
about 30 minutes prior to the kick-off. Charter customers can email their thoughts,
addresses and phone number to the city through City Clerk, Linda Williams at linda.
williams@ci.lamar.co.us. By Russ Baldwin
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Lodging Panel Considering Caps on Funding for Events
The Prowers County Lodging Tax Panel is giving thought to adjusting the amount
of funding for some county events through a cap and if it’s worthwhile to continue to try
to determine how many people spend the night in the county to attend those events. The
cap will be aimed specifically at a one day only attraction.
Tax Panel President, Pat Palmer, asked board members to give some thought to those
issues for discussion at the next monthly meeting. “We seem to get hung up on funding
projects that don’t put heads in beds such as the Round-up concert or the draft horse
display I’m going to stage. Somewhere we need to put a cap on this,” he said, adding
“we beat ourselves to death on how many heads are put in beds. For me, it’s time to stop
beating this drum because it’s dead. We have not ever really figured out how to get an
accurate head count. We spend a lot of time on this more than it’s worth and we spend a
lot of time discussing this every month.” Palmer said the Panel’s goal is to help get more
visitors to town and put heads in beds with overnight motel stays, but efforts for accurate
counts have never materialized.
The Lodging Tax Panel was created to manage and dole out requested funds from
event organizers in Prowers County. The funds, a 2% tax on motel room use in Prowers
County, are administered by the state, mailed to the County and dispersed by the Panel to
help advertise events which will bring overnight visitors to the County. Palmer was referring
to the perpetual problem of not being able to find out how many people stayed overnight
specifically to attend one of these events, whether it’s a rodeo, county fair, concert, BBQ
contest, conference, car show, fiesta or demolition derby. The motel rentals have been used
as a benchmark to help determine the success of an event for future funding, but the means
of achieving an accurate headcount never materialized. The Panel had put that follow-up
task on the event organizers as part of their funding application forms. First time events
obviously had no prior numbers to refer to, so they were given a bye, of sorts.
Two other situations have developed over the past several years which add a wrinkle to
the equation. Event organizers have been requesting larger amounts now that contract fees
have been funded along with marketing costs and the requests have been coming to the
Panel months in advance of the event. Some early funding is necessary to secure a talent
act for the Round-up Concert. Granting early requests have tied up funding through the
rest of the year and because the state relinquishes the tax funds about four times a year the
Panel has to tighten the purse strings. Board members developed a $14,000 contingency
fund for these situations, but the Panel usually only receives from $80,000 to $90,000 a
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year based on motel use. Sometimes only three or four funding requests approach half the
annual budget. The more an event attracts overnight visitors, the more funds are available
for the future requests. The Panel has funded many annual events, but new and different
ones are needed to increase funding or repeat events need to keep more visitors overnight.
It’s generally acknowledged that some events, while not attracting a lot of overnights,
do bring people to the community and they will spend money at various retail outlets
such as C Stores, restaurants and some downtown shopping places. The downside occurs
as without any overnight motel guests to tax, the funding to help promote the events goes
away. Palmer added, “We need to bend in some areas, and I think the county fair is one
of them. There should be some events that this fund should help.”
Brad Semmens, board member, expressed the opinion that these changes will impact
the mission of the Panel or the ability to tax the rooms. Semmens explained his reasoning,
“I think you’d need to change the name of the tax entirely if you change the rules because
the whole thing preached heads and beds in order to pass the voters. It was the whole
thing.” Palmer said a review of the by-laws should be done on that matter.
The Panel held a board-officer election, maintaining the current status with Pat Palmer-President, Myrna DuVall-Vice-President, Brad Semmens-Treasurer and Jane Felter as
Treasurer. The next board meeting will be held Tuesday, February 16 at 4pm at the PCDI
offices. By Russ Baldwin
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Obituaries

Front Desk Personnel are available during the
lunch hour (12:00 Noon – 1:00 pm) to provide assistance.

Santos Gonzales - January 21, 2016 - Funeral Services for Santos Gonzales were held

on Tuesday, January 26, 2016 at Horber Funeral Chapel in Las Animas, Colorado. Interment followed in the Bent/Las Animas Cemetery in Las Animas, Colorado. For more
information or to leave online condolences please visit www.horberfuneralchapel.com.
L. Kenneth “Ken” Brown - August 13, 1946 – January 24, 2016 - Funeral services for
Longtime Coolidge, KS resident, L. Kenneth Brown, affectionately known to his family and
friends as Ken will be held at 11:00 AM, Friday, January 29, 2016 at the Peacock Funeral
Home with Reverend Kathy Leathers officiating, burial will follow in the Fairmount Cemetery. Per the family’s request there will not be any public visitation. For current information and online condolences please visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Frederick Jesse Ramirez - January 20, 1949 – January 24, 2016 - A memorial service
for longtime Lamar resident, Frederick Ramirez will be held at 10AM on Saturday, January
30, 2016 at the St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church with Reverend
Mariusz Wirkowski officiating. A rosary service will be held prior to the mass at 9:30AM at the
church with Deacon Allan Median reciting. Inurnment will follow at a later date. Per Frederick’s request cremation will take place and there will be no visitation. For current information
and online condolences please visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Dick Kessler - October 6, 1938 – January 25, 2016 - A memorial service for longtime
Lamar resident, Dick Kessler will be held at 1:00PM on Saturday, January 30, 2016 at
the Peacock Family Chapel with his daughters officiating. Per Dick’s request cremation has taken place and there will be no visitation. For current information and online
condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Commissioners Focus on Annex & Courthouse Upgrades
Kirk Powers, Prowers County Building Operations Supervisor, reviewed some current
and future upgrades planned for the Annex on East Cedar Street in Lamar. The building
now features new stairs to the rear as Powers explained, “We’re very pleased with the way
they turned out. We made them flatter and longer and added an extra step so there won’t be
a steep incline as there was before.” The Supervisor said the new stairs should also be safer.
Plumbing work on the annex is planned for the weekend of January 23rd which
means draining water from the system so repairs can be made at the basement level. “We
need to get below the waterline so the plumber will have access to the main water line in
the basement,” he explained. Powers passed around drawings depicting turning the grassy
area north and west of the public parking lot into a larger area for about 15 extra vehicles.
He told the commissioners, “This will mean taking out the five trees on that area of lawn
and I want to verify that before we begin.” He added that there are a couple of stumps east
and west of the entrance from Cedar Street that need to be eliminated to open up more
space from the road and the steep incline will also be smoothed. “There’s a root system
from the tree to the side of the curb that will give us problems, so that will be dealt with
too,” he remarked. Some smaller trees will be planted to replace the older ones and county
crews will start replacing broken gutters adjacent to the current parking lot.
Another long discussed project is sidewalk and parking lot upgrades at the County
Courthouse. The east parking lot to the courthouse will be asphalted first in early April, so
as not to create a problem for the County Clerk and Recorder during election time with
voter traffic. Powers said the sidewalk repair will also work around the election schedule
and contract labor will be used so both projects, at the Annex and Courthouse can be
done simultaneously. Future roofing projects include the Courthouse, Annex and County
Jail and Powers is meeting with several contractors for cost estimates. By Russ Baldwin

Counties Receive Funds for New Voting Systems
Colorado Secretary of State Wayne Williams announced Wednesday that he will provide
$850,000 to help counties that are purchasing new voting equipment this year and next.
Williams told the Colorado County Clerks Association that the state will use federal
Help America Vote Act funds to cover 50 percent of a county’s costs to train, test, install
and manage the project. The U.S. Election Assistance Commission, which is a unit within
the Justice Department and the grantor, approved Williams’ decision.
“We want to help counties in making this important transition that will greatly benefit Colorado voters and their election process,” Williams said. Counties are still responsible for paying for the equipment.
The announcement came Wednesday on the final day of the clerks’ association
three-day winter conference in Fort Collins, and after weeks of negotiations with Dominion Voting Systems. The firm was the top choice of a committee looking at voting
options for the state, and Williams announced Dec. 22 the state would enter into contact talks solely with Dominion.
Mesa County Clerk Sheila Reiner, past president of the clerks association, said
the equipment price that the state was able to negotiate was $105,000 cheaper than
what Dominion quoted her before the firm was selected by Williams as the sole
equipment provider.
“The additional money for implementation,” she said, “that just sweetens the deal.”
The Colorado County Clerks Association’s conference offered clerks and their staffs
the opportunity to attend a variety of workshops on topics ranging from motor vehicle
registrations, the November election and communication best-practices.
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Mon. - Thu. 9am to 6pm / Fri.-Sat. 9am to 4pm
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Upcoming Events
The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Thursday, January 28 - Lamar Chamber Banquet, Wolves Den Event Center @

6:30pm • ARPA Monthly Meeting, 10am, OJC
Saturday, January 30 - Eagles Steak Night
Monday, February 1 - Lamar Siren Test - Noon • Lamar City Council Work Session,
6pm • Last Day to Affiliate with GOP/DEM for March 1 Party Caucuses
Tuesday, February 2 - Groundhog Day • MOPS Meetings, Lamar Christian Church,
8am or 6pm
Wednesday, February 3 - Lamar City Council Informal Breakfast, McDonalds 7-8am
• Holly Commercial Club, Noon, United Methodist Church • Holly Trustees Board
Meeting, Depot, 7pm

Get Your Classified Ad in the Prowers Journal
Deadline to be listed in print is Tuesday by Noon

Lamar Manor
Is now taking applications for
1 bedroom apartments
2208 Memorial Drive
For Seniors, Disabled and Handicap Persons
Subsidized by Rural Development according
to income.
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider, and employer.

719-336-4274
Hearing Impaired
1-800-659-2656

The Prowers Journal
Classified Ads

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail
business
…are a low-cost, effective way
to reach your clientele, old and
new
…we can accept scripted ads
up to Tuesday afternoon for
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads
anytime
…The Prowers Journal newsletter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters
each week for Lamar, Wiley,
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership
continues to grow
…our online readership continues to grow weekly.
…our numbers are great, so
your business earns a better
return on your investment
Selling a house or car?
Seeking an employee? Posting
an official notice? Running a
seasonal sale?
The Prowers Journal is making an impact in the county.
Make a business impact with
your Classified Ad in
The Prowers Journal.
Call 719-336-9095 today.

Pancake Supper
The 66th Annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper will
be held Tuesday, February
9th from 5pm to 7pm at the
First Presbyterian Church
located at 6th and Parkway.
Adults: $5.00 and Children
under 11: $3.00.

Don’t Miss It!

The

Prowers Journal

Real Estate
For Rent
Very nice 2 Bedroom Duplex, Memorial Dr. area, $600
per month plus $500 deposit, plus utilities, water paid.
No Pets or Smokers. Contact 719-688-7987.
For Sale
Home for sale by Owner; Beautiful custom built home
in desirable Woodland Park area of Lamar. 211 Cottonwood Circle; 719-336-3993; 719-688-1829

Help Wanted

Office Help
BelleSkye Monument Company is looking for someone part-time in the office to handle customer service,
monument sales & design, and creating work orders.
Must be organized with experience in running an office
and sales. Experience with Excel, Power Point, Word, &
Internet. We will accept Resumes. Call 719-688-5400.
Vision Technician
Ballantyne Vision Care is now hiring a vision technician
for our Lamar office, located at 310 E. Olive St. No experience is necessary, but the following skill set is appreciated:
• Friendly personality
• Dependable and consistent
• Easily trainable/adaptable (willing to learn)
• Good phone etiquette
• Basic math skills
• Bilingual in English/Spanish (not required)
Main Duties:
• Help patients check in, fill out medical record on
computer
• Pretesting: doing some initial vision tests before the
doctor sees the patient
• Answering phones/scheduling appointments/general
customer service
Other duties can be learned once these are mastered.
The position would initially be for 3 days per week,

but could easily transition to 4 days per week in the near
future for the right candidate if desired. Pay is negotiable.
Interested applicants should email a resume to jballantyne.od@gmail.com. Thank you, Jordan Ballantyne
O.D. Owner, Ballantyne Vision Care. - www.arkvalleyvision.com.
Social Caseworker
Prowers County Department of Human Services
is seeking applicants for a Social Caseworker to provide
services where abuse or neglect of children has occurred
or where there is risk of abuse and/or neglect. Also provides services to at risk adults in need of protection. This
position requires a Bachelor’s Degree with a major in human behavioral sciences field. There is no substitute of
experience for the degree requirement. Requires a criminal background check.
For detailed job duties, please read the job description. Deadline for applications is February 8, 2016 at
5:00 p.m. Applications may be obtained at Prowers
County Department of Human Services, 1001 South
Main St., Lamar, CO or downloaded from the Prowers
County Web Site at www.prowerscounty.net. Questions may be directed to Glynda Pool at 719-336-7486
ext 131. EOE.
LiveWell Staff Members
LiveWell Prowers County is looking for two, new
contract-based staff members to help empower youth and
families in Lamar through nutrition education and skills
to improve healthy eating behavior. Responsibilities will
include teaching nutrition, grocery shopping, and cooking classes. The positions will also work with kids and
families to uncover barriers to healthy eating and family
and community-based solutions to these barriers. All
applicants must demonstrate a deep connection to the
residents of Lamar as well as a strong history of forming
meaningful relationships with youth, families, community leaders, and organizations. Bilingual applicants are
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Lamar Elks Lodge 1319
Hosting Annual Gun Show
The Rick Crabtree Memorial Gun Show will be held March
5th & 6th at the Lamar Elks
Lodge.  The $2 admission opens the
doors to patrons to purchase guns,
ammo, (background checks required) and reloading supplies and
view taxidermy exhibits and various
concessions.  Door prizes will be offered.   Call 719-688-2644 for additional information.

Things to Do at the
Lamar Senior Center
Join us for crafts, low impact exercise classes, computer
rooms, play pool, help create a
quilt and enjoy the Sage Services lunch Tuesday through Friday from 11am to 11:45am.
Over 50? Become a Member!
Visit today at 407 East Olive
Street in Lamar.
Veterans Benefit from
Online Info
Use www.myhealth.va.gov
and go online at this new Veteran Health Portal and discover
what benefits the VA can offer you and your family. My
HealtheVet is a Gateway to
Optimal Health for Vets. Call
your local VA representative in
Prowers County, Jeremy Miller,
at 719-336-2606.

Classifieds Continued from front...
strongly desired. Skills training will be available for contracted staff. Submit a resume and cover
letter to livewellprowerscounty1@gmail.com. For more information call Emily Nieschburg at
719-688-1265. Position closes February 5, 2016.

MOPS Indoor Yard Sale Fundraiser

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) is hosting an indoor yard sale fundraiser. Many of their
members will be bringing items and they also welcome donations from the community. The
yard sale will be held inside the Lamar Christian Church from 8:00am - 2:00pm on Saturday,
February 6th. If you have questions or would like to donate, please call 688-6029. Come get
some great deals and support Lamar MOPS!

Birth Announcements

Gameros/Wollert - Moriama Gameros and Seton Wollert of Lamar, Colorado announce
the birth of their son, Bash Taylor Wollert at Prowers Medical Center at 2:59am on Thursday,
January 14, 2016 with Sharon Hendricks attending. Bash weighed six pounds and 14 ounces and
was 20 inches in length at birth. Brothers/sisters: Khalia Wollert. Grandparents: Maria and
Filiberto Gameros, Mardi and Brandon Wollert and Lindsey Sheridan.
Campos/Lucero - Esther Campos and Dominique Lucero of La Junta, Colorado announce
the birth of their daughter, Renesmae Xrislynn Lucero at Prowers Medical Center at 7:27am on
Friday, January 15, 2016 with Dr. Korkis attending. Renesmae weighed seven pounds and 12
ounces and was 21 inches in length at birth. Grandparents: Esther Castillo and Geoff Lucero
and Wendi Lucero and Lisa Lucero.
Ricketson - James and Autumn Ricketson of Lamar, Colorado announce the birth of their
son Ethan William James Ricketson at Prowers Medical Center at 4:35tpm on Friday, January
15, 2016 with Dr. Korkis attending. Ethan weighed seven pounds and 14 ounces and was 21.5
inches in length at birth. Grandparents: Karen Ricketson and Jason and Jennifer Yant.
Johnson/Brossett - Ali Johnson and J.D. Brossett of Lamar, Colorado announce the birth of
their son, Joe D. Brossett VI (Joey) at Prowers Medical Center at 6:15am on Friday, January 15,
2016 with Dr. Korkis attending. Joe weighed seven pounds and 12 ounces and was 20.5 inches
in length at birth. Brother/sister: Ember Johnson. Grandparents: Jan and Gary Rodgers.
Coy/Sena - Tanner Coy and Matthew Sena of Lamar, Colorado announce the birth of their
son, Gage Dowell Sena at Prowers Medical Center at 8:44am on Friday, January 22, 2106 with
Dr. Woodward attending. Gage weighed seven pounds and one ounce and was 20 ¼ inches in
length at birth. Brothers/sisters: Ross Coy. Grandparents: Denver and Andria Riddle and Dave
and Deanna Sena.
Lane - Kody Lane and Courtney Lane of Lamar, Colorado announce the birth of their
daughter, Alayah Lane at Prowers Medical Center at 2:08pm on Thursday, January 21, 2016
with Dr. Woodward attending. Alayah weighed six pounds and 1.2 ounces and was 19.5 inches
in length at birth. Grandparents: Michael Englebrecht, Dawn Shefick, Jeff Lane, Shannon
Moore and Candy Lane.

LCC Cosmetology Salon Re-Opens for Spring

New LCC LogoThe LCC Cosmetology Salon will re-open its doors to the public for the
spring semester on Tuesday, January 26.
The salon’s hours are Tuesday through Thursday from 1:00-5:00pm. LCC students and
community members alike can visit the salon to take advantage of discounted cosmetology services such as haircuts, colors, and styling as well as brow and lip waxing services, manicures,
pedicures, and more.
The LCC Cosmetology Salon is located in the lower level of the Trustees Building. No appointment is necessary. For more information or a full list of services, visit www.lamarcc.edu/
cosmetology or call 719.336.4408.

Free Legal Clinic at Your Lamar Public Library in Lamar

A free legal clinic for parties who have no attorney, will be featured from 2:00 PM 3:30 PM on the FIRST MONDAY of each month at the Lamar Public Library at 102 E.
Parmenter St., Lamar, CO 81052. By computer link, volunteer attorneys will answer ques-

tions, help fill out forms, and explain the process and procedure for all areas of civil litigation, including family law, property law, probate law, collections, appeals, landlord-tenant
law, small claims, veterans issues, and civil protection orders. Walk-ins are welcome, and
everyone will be helped on a first-come, first-served basis.
Upcoming dates in 2016 are: February 1; March 7; April 4; May 2; June 6; No July Clinic
(4th of July); August 1;  No September Clinic (Labor Day); October 3; November 7; and December 5, 2016 FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED; ALL FREE

Recent Obituary

Dale Thatcher - October 11, 1938 – January 24, 2016 - Dale Berwyn Thatcher was born on

October 11, 1938 in La Junta, Colorado to Roy C. and Rose (Kaufman) Thatcher. He passed
away on January 24, 2016 in Las Animas, Colorado. No funeral services are scheduled at this
time. To leave online condolences, please visit www.horberfuneralchapel.com.
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High Plains Snow Goose and Heritage History
Festival Announces Keynote Author and Lecturer!
The Lamar Chamber of Commerce, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, Kiowa County Economic
Development and Canyons and
Plains are excited to announce
Rick Wright as this year’s keynote
and guest speaker for the 14th Annual High Plains Snow Goose &
Heritage History Festival that will
be held February 18-21, 2016 in
Lamar, Colorado.
Rick Wright will delight us
with his interesting topic “The
Very Worst Bird Names Ever –
and Why They Aren’t All That
Bad”. A widely published writer, a popular lecturer at birding events,
and an enthusiastic tour leader in Europe and the Americas, Rick is the
author of the new ABA Guide to New Jersey Birds, the ABA Guide to
Arizona Birds, and the forthcoming Peterson Reference Guide to Sparrows. Rick leads Birds and Art tours for Victor Emanuel Nature Tours;
his time afield with his wife, Alison Beringer, and their chocolate lab,
Gellert, is documented in his blog (http://birdaz.com/blog/), Birding
New Jersey and the World. Rick served as the editor of Winging It and as
a department editor at Birding magazine from 2004 to 2008; he is currently the review editor for that same publication.
Join avid birders and historians for this three-day festival that offers a variety of programs, field trips, and seminars that celebrate birding, watchable wildlife and historical heritage in Southeastern Colorado.
Participants can watch approximately 30,000 geese take off from local
reservoirs and fly to their feeding grounds. Flocks numbering in the tens
of thousands make for an impressive sight. Hundreds of bird species migrate through Southeastern Colorado each year, but the migration of
snow geese is by far the most spectacular.
“We are adding a new event to our festival this year, the 1st Annual Snow Goose Festival Photo Contest. Adult and Youth participants
can enter images in the following categories: Wildlife, Landscape, Birds
and Historical. The photos will be displayed throughout the festival and
we encourage everyone to pick up your camera and showcase Southeast
Colorado”, said Vincent Gearhart, local photographer and Chair of the
festival. For registration information and contest details, please visit our
website at: www.highplainssnowgoose.com.
Event registration is free, however field trips range from $10 to $50,
depending on the length of the program and if meals are provided. Numerous programs are also offered at no charge.
Stay up to date by visiting our Facebook page. Just search for High Plains
Snow Goose Festival. For more information about the High Plains Snow Goose
& Heritage History Festival go to www.highplainssnowgoose.com.

Need a Charge? Give Your Car a Boost in Lamar
Electric powered car owners will be able to charge up in Lamar in
the near future, according to Stephanie Gonzales, Executive Director
of SECED, Southeast Colorado Enterprise Development. She told the
Prowers County Commissioners recently, a grant application to Colorado Charge Ahead from November has been approved. “We don’t have
any charge units for electric powered vehicles coming through our area,
so I applied for dual charge units that let two cars charge up at the same
time,” she explained. Gonzales said they will be located in Springfield,
Las Animas, Eads, Lamar and Ordway, adding that Lamar’s will be located at the Welcome Center, probably by May.
“The State has referred to us in the past as the ‘final frontier’ because
there are so few areas to charge up a vehicle,” she said. Gonzales said the
design will allow for universal usage and will not be limited to just one
brand of vehicle. The SECED director said the units will have internet
capabilities so she won’t have to make constant visits to each unit in
Southeast Colorado, but she does plan on periodic site visits. She estimated that, depending on the type of vehicle that uses them, it would
take between two to four hours for a complete charge. “This works out
that motorists will have the opportunity to spend some time in each of
the communities and get to know about life in Lamar or wherever they

use them,” she explained.
On other matters, Gonzales told the Commissioners that housing is
still an important issue for Southeast Colorado and she has approached
the Division of Housing to conduct some affordable housing clinics for
each county. “We want to provide a potential owner with as much information as possible, especially for funding,” she stated. SECED will also
host several informational meetings this year on homeownership counseling for first time home buyers and she hopes to have them available by
the middle of the year.
Several counties in this region will host several Southern Colorado
Economic Development District (SCEDD) meetings. They will begin in
April and should be completed by the end of December and the results
will be submitted to the Economic Development Authority. Gonzales
she has also set up a schedule for herself for all the towns in each of the
five counties SECED services, to explain what the visits want to accomplish. “They’ll become aware of the meetings and why it’s important to
have local participation. They want to have as many people involved in
these meetings as possible,” she added. By Russ Baldwin

PATS Provides 2015 Ridership Figures for the County
The majority of riders use Prowers Area Transit Service for either
medical appointments or to go to and from various shopping sites in the
Lamar area. Darren Glover, Operations Director for PATS and Facility
Coordinator for the Senior Center, provided an end-of-year numbers update for the Prowers County Commissioners recently.
Glover’s figures show 24,642 riders used PATS in 2015 and the highest
percentage of users were for either medical (7,812) or shopping (8,914) at
31% and 36% respectively. The other, most-used reasons were for nutrition
sites as well as employment/education and recreation destinations. There
were 460 rides given to Prowers County locations other than Lamar and there
were also 1,173 no show/cancellations recorded. Glover had mentioned at
past commissioner meetings that the no shows were costly in terms of time
and fuel, while those who had the courtesy to call and cancel a scheduled ride
were appreciated. The elderly still make frequent use of PATS with handicapped elderly riders at 3,546 and general elderly at 3,412.
The Lamar Community Resource and Senior Center had an attendance count of 10,041 for the year. March had the highest participation
with 975 visitors and November posted the lowest month at 693. The
general monthly average is 850 users. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar Light and Power Continues to Upgrade
Equipment for 2016
Houssin Hourieh, Lamar Light and Power Superintendent, told
the Utility Board members that some expenditures have been budgeted for 2016 to update aging and outdated equipment. The plant
will focus on power station relays for the 25 & 69 kilovolt substation
equipment. He noted, “The relays were manufactured in the 1960s
and we can’t find replacement parts to maintain them.” He added
that there is no resale value ascribed to the parts simply because they
are so outdated. The plant continues to update its SCADA system
radios which transmit data from remote electric distribution devices
throughout the service area. The Superintendent said the current
systems were installed in 1997 and the parent company, Motorola, no
longer supports these types of radios.
The Lamar Utility Board began 2016 with a basic bi-monthly meeting
covering approval of purchase orders and payment of bills from the previous
year, as well as a brief financial report and a systems operating report.
Total purchase orders came to $678,181 and bills paid amounted
to $911,436. For start-of-the-year housekeeping measures, the board
continued to have the address of Lamar Light and Power at 100 North
Second Street as the official posting site for the Open Meetings Act, informing the public of future meeting dates.
The November 2015 financial statement shows cash is up $427,421
from October and accounts receivable dropped $345,507. The total operating revenue for November is $1,020,061 and costs were $752,783 for a gross
operating profit of $267,279. Net income for the month is $32,887 when
non-operating revenues and expenses have been considered factored.
Total operating revenues for the year are $12,759,196 and total operating costs are $10,142,491 for a gross operating profit of
$2,616,705. The net profit after expenses and revenues are considered
are $800,824, year-to-date.
A comparison with 2014 revenues shows that retail sales are up 2%
or $252,196 for November and overall operating expenses are down approximately $8,525 or less than 1% resulting in a net profit of $800,824
for the year. By Russ Baldwin

City Council Acts on New Contracts for 2016
The council approved a motion to ratify an earlier phone poll to
authorize the acceptance of a JAG grant of $236,952 to purchase communication radios to be used by various law enforcement agencies within
the 15th Judicial District. Lamar’s share of the grant match is $9,081.51.
Lamar Police Chief, Kyle Miller told the council during a previous meeting, the cost to the city is roughly ten cents on the dollar for the value
of the radios, estimated at around $4,000 each. About 13 different law
enforcement agencies in Southeast Colorado will pay their share of funding for their own equipment.
The council renewed three contracts for the Lamar Public Library;
the Transparent Language Online program, costing $2,000, helps users
memorize words and phrases in a new language, OneClickdigital offers
digital audio books and products to supplement the increasing use of
tablets, smart phones and E-book readers by library patrons. The annual
subscription is $2,500. The MyHeritage website was also approved for
$1,695. This offers online, mobile and software platforms for worldwide historical records, as well as comprehensive information on family
tree profiles and similar information.
The council, following a public hearing, adopted a supplemental
budget for 2015 to transfer funds between agencies to comply with state
budget laws. The areas impacted were the city’s general fund, the Conservation Trust Fund and the Fairmount Investment Fund. The transferred
funds represented legal fees for litigation costs as well as the purchase of
a tractor and lawn mower.
Some start-of-the-new-year housekeeping items were on the January
11th agenda, including liaison and board appointments, as well as the
designation of places for posting notices of meetings for the council. The
council re-appointed the firm, RubinBrown to act as the city’s financial
auditor and approved a letter of engagement with the legal firm, Felt,
Monson and Culichia to continue to represent the city in various water
rights issues. By Russ Baldwin

We Want Your Event News!

Email us at least one week prior to your event at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com

SBDC

Colorado Leading Edge
Entrepreneur Training and Business Plan Development Program
Presented by Southeast Colorado Small Business Development Center (SBDC)

What is the
Leading Edge Program?
The Leading Edge Program is the
quickest, most affordable, and most
comprehensive way to complete
your business plan while receiving
entrepreneur training. Through a
combination of group instruction and
individual consulting, participants will
receive assistance in strategic planning,
market research, marketing, cash flow
analysis, financial planning, financing
options, personnel management and other
business essentials. Regular attendance
and participation in each session, in
addition to business planning for each
business is required.

How Can I Get
More Information?

Successful
Business Plan
Training
curriculum by
Rhonda Abrams

• Brand New! Never offered
in SE Colorado
• Business Plan Training
• Entrepreneur Training
• Get Resources You Need
to be Successful
• Space is Limited
• Registration Open

Please contact the SBDC by phone, email,
or visit the SBDC office during business
hours.

Spring 2016 Now Registering!

Thursdays, Feb 25 - May 5, 3:00-6:00 pm SCORE Center

Register at - https://clients.coloradosbdc.org/workshop.aspx?ekey=91360001

1802 Colorado Avenue • LaJunta, Colorado 81050
(719) 384-6959
www.southeastcosbdc.org

Fair Dates

Sage Services
Sage is looking for volunteers. They are looking
for drivers for the Meals
on Wheels Program and
lunch room and kitchen
help for Sage Services in
Prowers County. If you
are interested, please contact Diane Williams at
336-7115.

Lost A Dog?
The Lamar Animal Shelter
now posts lost pet pictures on
their Facebook page.  Look to see
if your pet has been turned in to
the Lamar Shelter.  The Facebook
page name is Lamar Shelter.
Volunteers who can donate
some time to the care of the shelter animals are appreciated. Contact Stephanie Spitz, Shelter Manager at: 719-336-8769.

Big Timbers Museum
New Hours of Operation
Winter Hours: – Sept 1 to May 31

Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31

Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays, Mondays,
and County Holidays
Prowers County
Commodity Distribution

Distribution takes place the
First Tuesday after the Second
Monday of each month at 8am
at these locations: Lamar Senior
Center, Granada Senior Center,
Bristol City Complex, Hartman
Annex, Holly at 200 South 3rd
Street and Wiley Community
Center. A picture ID is required
to receive commodities.

The 2016 Sand & Sage
Fair Horse Show will be on
July 30 and general projects will be judged August
6.  All other events will run
through August 14. The
Holly Gateway Fair Horse
Show will be determined at
a later date and other events
will run September 22-25.
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High School Sports Scores
Girls Basketball

Jan. 19 South Baca 77 – Granada 39
Cheyenne Wells 52 – Bethune 17
Jan. 21 South Baca 78 – Manzanola 9
Jan. 22 Lamar 58 – James Irwin 16
Springfield 41 – Primero 27
Cheraw 36 – Wiley 33
Walsh 40 – Holly 34
McClave 42 – Eads 26
Kit Carson 57 Cheyenne Wells 34
Kim 44 – La Veta 30
Jan. 23 St. Mary’s 45 – Lamar 27
Kit Carson 55 – Holly 39
Eads 62 – Granada 34
McClave 45 – Springfield 42
Geona-Hugo 40 – Cheyenne Wells 27
South Baca 57 – Walsh 43
Wiley 79 – Manzanola 6
Kim 76 – Keyes, OK 21

Boys Basketball

Jan. 19 South Baca 63 – Granada 37
Cheyenne Wells 79 – Bethune 30
Jan. 21 South Baca 69 – Manzanola 36
Jan. 22 James Irwin 65 – Lamar 59
Springfield 50 – Primero 46
Wiley 46 – Cheraw 41
Holly 52 – Walsh 35
McClave 72 – Eads 47
Cheyenne Wells 44 – Kit Carson 30
Jan 23 St. Mary’s 40 – Lamar 29
Holly 64 – Kit Carson 42
Granada 56 – Eads 33
McClave 58 – Springfield 39
Genoa-Hugo 49 – Cheyenne Wells 36

January 27, 2016
South Baca 62 – Walsh 46
Wiley 92 – Manzanola 35

High School Sports Schedule
Basketball

Jan. 28 Stratton @ Kit Carson
Eads @ Wiley
Jan. 29 Lamar @ Vanguard (G & B)
Holly @ Springfield
McClave @ Manzanola
Walsh @ Granada
Jan. 30 Lamar @ Centauri (B)
Cheraw @ C. Wells
Kit Carson @ Springfield
Kim @Deer Trail

Wrestling

Jan. 29 – Jan. 30 Lamar & Baca @ Garden City
		
Holly, Eads, Merino @ C. Wells

Lamar Community College Scores
Men’s Basketball Scores:
Jan. 22 Otero Jr. College 98 – LCC 62
Women’s Basketball Scores
Jan. 22 Otero Jr. College 95 – LCC 53

Lamar Community College Schedule
Men’s Schedule
Jan. 29 North Platte CC at LCC – 7pm
Jan. 30 McCook Com Col at LCC 4pm
Women’s Schedule
Jan. 30 McCook Com Col @ LCC 2pm

Recycle Ink Cartridges

Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the
Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.   The Lamar
Eagles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the
funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

Home Room Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.

Letter to the Editor
Policy
The identity of the letter
writer must be verified before
publication. Phone numbers
will not be published, but are
used to verify identity of the
letter writer. Letters may be
edited for grammar, length
and civility. No third party
letters will be published. The
publication of a Letter to the
Editor does not constitute an
endorsement of the writer’s
comments by The Prowers
Journal or Robinson Printing,
Inc. Due to space consideration, Letters to the Editor
may be published online, but
not necessarily in our Wednesday newsletter. Letters may be
sent to The Prowers Journal,
208 South Main Street, Lamar, CO. 81052

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit
offers public transportation
Monday thru Friday from
7:30am to 5pm. Please
make reservations 24 hours
in advance. Call for your
ride at 719-336-8034. Senior Discount Tickets are
available in the front office
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Law Enforcement
January 27, 2016
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 08:08 1600249
CAMPBELL, THOMAS
Officers contacted Brian Lucero (36) of Lamar on an outstanding warrant and is being held at the Prowers
County Jail on $1,000 any type bond.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 11:06 1600253
LACOST, JASON
Officers received a call about a sex assault on a minor. The matter is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 13:42 1600261
CAMPBELL, THOMAS
Officer responded to the area of E. Chestnut Stand S. 6th St. for a report of an abandoned vehicle. Officer
located the vehicle and tagged for a 72 hour tow.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 13:34 1600259
LACOST, JASON
An officer responded to the 400 block of E Olive on report of a rock hitting a windshield. The rock was
thrown by a small child and the parties involved worked out an agreement for replacement.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 13:35 1600258
FORGUE, CORY
The SRO was called to the 600 blk of S. Main St. on the report of cold disturbance. Two juvenile parties
involved were given citations and summonsed into court.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 15:54 1600263
LACOST, JASON
An officer responded to the 500 block of South Main St on report of a broken windshield. The matter was
documented and is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 20:04 1600267
SANGER, STEVE
Officers responded to a report of a suspicious person attempting to get into a vehicle and attempting to get
into a window of residence in the 100 block of North 9th.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 21:59 1600268
DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to the 100 Block of E Beech on a report of a fight in progress. The matter was investigated & officers were unable to locate the other subject involved.
——————————————————————————–
1/14/2016 12:00:00 AM 21:08 1600269
SANGER, STEVE
Officers responded to a report of a suspicious vehicle in the 600 block of South 14th. Two parties were
found in the vehicle and both cited on Lamar municipal charges.
——————————————————————————–
160111 01/15/2016 1205 S 8TH - ASSIST OTHER AGENCY
Comments: Deputies responded to the 1200 blk of S. 8th St. in Lamar after LPD requested assistance in
looking for a suspect involved in a stabbing. LPD handled the investigation.
——————————————————————————–
160112 01/16/2016 CR HOLLY•JUVENILE PROBLEM - RUNAWAY JUVENILE
Comments: Deputy Green responded to Holly on a report of two Juvenile runaways. Juvenile runaways were
found and released into the custody of their legal guardian.
——————————————————————————–
160115 01/17/2016 30417 C OUNTY ROAD 2 • ANIMAL PROBLEM
Comments: Deputy Ibarra responded to the 30,000 Blk of County Rd 2 on a report of a animal complaint.
Deputy responded to the residences and spoke with both neighbors providing them with options. Deputy
cleared the area without incident.
——————————————————————————–
160116 01/17/2016 SUNSET LN HOLLY - FAMILY OFFENSE, OTHER
Comments: Sgt. Rodriguez & Deputy Hernandez responded to the 700 blk of Sunset Lane in Holly on a
report of a domestic violence. After investigating the incident, Brenda Mares (18 of Holly) was arrested for
domestic violence and related charges. Brenda Mares is being held without bond.
——————————————————————————–
1/16/2016 12:00:00 AM 19:47 1600307
DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers contacted a subject involved in a motor vehicle accident and found the subject to have a warrant.
Subject was arrested and transported to the Prowers County Jail.
——————————————————————————–
1/17/2016 12:00:00 AM 21:40 1600322
KEMP, BRANDEN
Rumaldo Vega, age 26, was arrested for harassment and domestic violence. Vega was held at the Prowers
County Jail on $0 bond.

1/16/2016 12:00:00 AM 13:44 1600301
LACOST, JASON
Officers responded to the 700 block of South 7th St on report of found drugs. The drugs were taken for
destruction.
——————————————————————————–
1/15/2016 12:00:00 AM 16:37 1600289
LACOST, JASON
Officers responded to a call on a burglary in the 400 block of East Parmenter St. The matter is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
1/16/2016 12:00:00 AM 11:13 1600296
PIERCE, OJ
Officers responded to the police department on a report of found suspicious powder. The item was marked
for destruction.
——————————————————————————–
1/16/2016 12:00:00 AM 14:19 1600302
LACOST, JASON
Officers responded to the 200 block of Sunset Drive on report of drugs found. The drugs were taken for
destruction.
——————————————————————————–
1/15/2016 12:00:00 AM 20:24 1600290
DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers were called to the 700 Block of W Cedar on a report of juveniles yelling & threatening two subjects
walking. Officers made contact and found the incident was a verbal dispute.
——————————————————————————–
1/17/2016 12:00:00 AM 11:29 1600314
REAMY, COREY
Officers were dispatched to the 300 block of North Main Street on a report of a theft. Officers documented
the information.
——————————————————————————–
1/16/2016 12:00:00 AM 12:13 1600300
LACOST, JASON
Officers responded to the 500 block of North 11th St on report of a burglary. Matter is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
1/15/2016 12:00:00 AM 12:22 1600282
LACOST, JASON
Officers assisted the Pueblo Police Department in a matter over a stolen vehicle.
——————————————————————————–
1/17/2016 12:00:00 AM 20:26 1600321
CLEVENGER, TANISHA
Nicolas Palmer was arrested for 3rd degree assault and domestic violence. Mr. Palmer was held at the Prowers County Jail on $0 bond.
——————————————————————————–
1/15/2016 12:00:00 AM 12:15 1600278
PIERCE, OJ
Officers took a report of harassment in the police department lobby. The incident was documented at the
request of the reporting party.
——————————————————————————–
1/16/2016 12:00:00 AM 01:18 1600292
MILLER, CHAD
Officers responded to a possible domestic violence call in the 1700 block of S 11th St. Briana Collins (18)
was arrested for harassment and domestic violence and held on no bond.
——————————————————————————–
1/15/2016 12:00:00 AM 22:34 1600291
MILLER, CHAD
Officers responded to a report to an assault & bike theft in progress. One party was treated for injuries during the assault. This incident is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
160160 01/26/2016 S. 2ND ST HOLLY•HARASSMENT - HARASSMENT, OTHER
Comments: Deputy Ibarra responded to the 200 Blk of S. 2nd Street in Holly on a report of harassment.
Deputy spoke with the RP and found evidence of harassment. Matter is currently under investigation and
possible charges filed in the future.
—————————————————————————–
160159 01/26/2016 PINE ST HOLLY - CRUELTY TOWARD SPOUSE
Comments: Deputies responded to 3, 911 hang up calls at the 700 Blk Pine St. in Holly. Deputies discovered a possible domestic altercation took effect at the scene. Matter is under investigation
——————————————————————————–
1/17/2016 12:00:00 AM 00:34 1600308
DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle in the 100 Block of West Olive. The drive, Jose Juan Gonzalez
27 of Syracuse KS was arrested on DUI and driving while having a revoked driver’s license.
——————————————————————————–
1/15/2016 12:00:00 AM 13:07 1600281
CAMPBELL, THOMAS
Officers were dispatched to the 300 blk of N. 9th on a report of criminal mischief. Upon arrival officers were
advised a building had been broken in to and items stolen. This case is under investigation.
—————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/

