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Lamar Chamber Selects New Board, Schedules
Annual Banquet
This year’s annual Lamar Chamber of Commerce Banquet will be held Thursday,
January 28th at the Wolves Den Event Center, south of Spreading Antlers Golf Course at
27534 Highway 287 in Lamar.
Chamber board members recently selected five new members for the new year, replacing one member who resigned and four others whose terms had expired. The new
president is Vickie Dykes and Ginger Coberly will serve as vice-president. Lisa Thomas
will serve as secretary and Michelle Crown as treasurer.
The departing board members are this year’s president, Kynlee Emick as well as Sherry
Walls, Denise Carder, Danin Myers and Patty Macias. The new members who will be officially introduced to the community during the annual banquet are Paul VanHorn, Cassandra Looper, Theron Hammer, Kayla Tefertiller and Chris Maestas. An announcement
regarding banquet ticket sales will be made soon by the Lamar Chamber. By Russ Baldwin
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It appears as though the city will soon hire a replacement for Shauna Hodge, the former
Main Street Coordinator who resigned earlier this spring. That position has undergone some
changes in responsibilities and City Administrator John Sutherland told the council this past
Monday, December 14th, that a verbal agreement is being reached with the new person.
“The City was successful in recruiting a talented young woman to serve as our Community
Development Director. It’s not absolutely formal at this point as the written agreement is
being developed, but I’m confident it will happen.” He said he expects the new hire, Angela
Cue, to begin her duties on January 4, 2016 at a base salary of $55,000.
Will the City of Lamar join with the Board of Prowers County Commissioners to
help fund the $50,000 price tag associated with hiring the Progressive Urban Management
Associates to conduct an economic development strategic plan for Prowers County? PCDI
has pledged $25,000 to the program and it appears there is some support on the council,
as members, Anne Marie Crampton and Kirk Crespin said they believed the program was
worthwhile by offering a new direction for the entire county as well as the city. County
Commissioner, Ron Cook, explained that the study will take over a half a year in three different stages and lead to some concrete steps for a new approach for businesses development
and attraction. “We intend to create additional outreach for all the communities in the
county and conduct several public meetings to get their thoughts on the best changes we
can make,” he explained. Only the county has pledged $50,000 for another year to help
fund PCDI which will remain open, but without an executive director. Several months ago
the city decided to use their annual donation in other areas of economic development. The
council, as a whole, was receptive to Cook’s presentation and would discuss the matter at
a later date. Mayor Roger Stagner commented that it’s a good step in the right direction.
PUMA, Cook said, plans to start their program in Lamar in February.
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Prowers County Sheriff, Sam Zordel received a call around 8:30 am this past Saturday,
December 12, 2015, concerning a body discovered by duck hunters found laying in the water
in a seep ditch about ¾ miles east of Holly.
Sheriff Zordel said it appeared to be a male of unknown age and that an autopsy was
scheduled for around 10am Monday, December 14th to discover the cause of death. The
Sheriff said that at this time there were no reports of any missing persons in Prowers County,
so there is no indication that the deceased person is from this area.
If anyone has any additional information, please call the Prowers County Sheriff ’s
Office at 719-336-8050

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Lamar Police Chief, Kyle Miller, conducted swearing in ceremonies for three officers
during the city council’s Monday night meeting, December 14th. They are Officers Cory
Forgue, Jaime Madrid and Steve Sanger. Madrid recently joined the force following his
graduation from the police academy. Chief Miller added, “We are now at full capacity
on the force with 20 officers.” He also noted that although Forgue has been on the force
for 18 months, this was the first opportunity to provide him with a public reading of his
oath, as was the case for veteran officer, Steve Sanger who recently joined the force. All
three officers were pinned by various family members.
The city’s Information and Technology Director, Thomas Sanchez, reported on
the test results of the city’s computer and network systems in light of software pur-
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Moving Forward continued from front...
chases made to prevent and detect internal and external penetration from various
sources. The city recently authorized hiring a consulting firm to attempt to hack into
its computer systems when they conducted a comprehensive audit in November. “We
did have some deficiencies of which we’ve already begun remediation,” he explained.
Issues with some printers will need to be resolved, as well as some external and internal vulnerability. Sanchez said other problems identified were the servers over which
the city had no control including the financial server and the one handled by the
emergency call center for 9-1-1. One other trouble area was in social engineering for
phishing scans. “They hit us hard there,” he stated, and said changes to correct that
area were already underway. He told the council the majority of items found would
be corrected by the next audit. Sanchez explained that the audit, by being conducted
by an outside source and not an internal one or by a software vendor, was eye-opening
and beneficial to the city and his department.
All Rite Paving and Crossfire Aggregate Services were awarded bids from the city for
the annual purchase of aggregate materials and snow removal services. Bids were opened
November 18th for the purchase of asphalt, concrete and road base materials for 2016.
Robbins Ready Mix was also approved for some limited purchases for concrete and flowfill materials. Pat Mason, Public Works Director, noted that five of the materials purchased each year were at a lower cost than the previous year which will generate some
savings for the city.
Parks and Recreation Director, Rick Akers, detailed the annual agreement between
the city and Kelsey Palmer for use of cardiovascular equipment and weight room at the
Lamar Community Building. The contract remains the same as the previous year except
for a name change through marriage, with Palmer paying the city 10% per month of the
revenue she collects from her personal trainer clients.
The council approved the Victim’s Assistance and Law Enforcement (VALE) grant
for $9,000 for 2016. The funds will be used to provide the “Victim Rights Act Notification” for the coming year. The city had requested $11,987, but due to lack of funds, the
board made the grant for $9,000.
City employees will have an additional option to purchase fuel using the new card
services from the State of Colorado WEX Card which is accepted at over 90% of fuel stations nationwide. The services will streamline the current use of three different companies
and there are no setup or card fees connected with the new supplier. City Treasurer, Kristin McCrea, explained that the city will consolidate different cards into just the new one
which will streamline billing procedures.
The council approved a Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Lamar
and State Department of Local Affairs for continued participation in the Colorado Main
Street program for 2016, marking the 6th year of partnership. City Administrator, John
Sutherland, explained that some changes in focus for the program are developing, with
less time spent on checking off boxes on a list of compliances and instead will emphasize
working for the success of each town’s programs and goals.
Sutherland noted that Houssin Hourieh, Lamar Light Plant Supervisor, will see his
term as a representative board member to ARPA, Arkansas River Power Authority, expire
at the end of the year. Sutherland said the city is obligated to advertise the position for a
replacement, but he will write a letter of recommendation to consider Hourieh for another term as the city’s representative.
City offices will be closed December 24th and 25th as well as January 1st for the
Christmas and New Year’s holiday. The city’s free weekend at the Landfill and Transfer
Station will be Saturday, December 19th and Sunday, the 20th instead of the last weekend
of the month. By Russ Baldwin
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James A. Engelhardt - September 11, 1943 – November 27, 2015 - Memorial Ser-

vices for lifelong Kiowa County resident James A. Engelhardt will be held at 10:00 AM,
Saturday, December 19, 2015 at the Haswell Community Building with Pastor Stephen
Anderson, First Chaplain of the Sangre de Cristo Hospice. Inurnment will follow at the
Haswell Cemetery. Per James’ request he would like those attending services to wear western attire. For online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.

Millard F. Cummings - July 13, 1923 – November 25, 2015 - A memorial service for

lifetime McClave, Colorado resident, Millard F. Cummings will be held at 10:00 AM
Saturday December 19, 2015 at the Peacock Family Chapel in Lamar with Ray Matteson
of the Lamar Christian Church officiating. A private family in-urnment will take place at
a later date. Per Millard’s request, cremation will take place and there will be no public
visitation. For additional information and online condolences please visit the website at
www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
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Frank Bean - December 31, 1938 – December 11, 2015 - A memorial service for lifelong Lamar resident, Frank Bean was held Monday, December 14, 2015 at the Grace Lutheran Church with Pastor Harold Balwin officiating. Inurnment followed at Fairmount
Cemetery in the Veteran’s Section. Per Frank’s request cremation will take place and there
will be no visitation. For current information and online condolences please visit the
website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
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How to Use Them: LUV BUCKS 101

719-336-4376 • 102 East Parmenter Steet, Lamar, CO 81052
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107 W. Goff in Granada
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Luv Bucks are a special community currency developed by the Lamar Chamber of
Commerce to promote our local economy. When your dollars are spent locally, nearly
70% of that money will remain within our local economy.
Doing business locally supports not only the place where your dollar is spent but also
the city itself and the financial health of our community. Luv Bucks work exactly like cash
and all members of the Lamar Chamber of Commerce accept Luv Bucks for payment.
Luv Bucks may only be deposited into a bank account through a business. Individuals cannot deposit them or redeem them for cash – these dollars are meant to be spent
locally with Chamber Member businesses. You can access a list of Chamber Members
on the Chamber of Commerce website www.lamarchamber.com or by requesting a list at
the Lamar Chamber of Commerce office at 109A East Beech Street, next to the Welcome
Center. The Chamber of Commerce is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m.12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m..
Luv Bucks come in increments of $5, $20, and $50, and we encourage the spender to
utilize the entire value of the Luv Bucks when making their purchase. Businesses that are
not active members may also accept Luv Bucks, at their discretion. Businesses are to redeem
the value of this special currency by depositing Luv Bucks in their normal bank deposits.
If you wish to purchase Luv Bucks to give as a gift, they can be purchased at the
Chamber office. The Lamar Chamber of Commerce will close for the holidays on December 24th and reopen on Monday, January 4th. There will be a list of Chamber Members available at the Welcome Center during our holiday closure.
The Lamar Chamber of Commerce would like to wish everyone a wonderful holiday
filled with joy, health, and prosperity.
Contact Information: Lisa Carder, Office Manager • (719) 336-4379

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 17-19 - Holiday Basketball Tournament, Community Building
Friday, December 18 - Appreciation Reception for Jay Brooke, Adult Care Clinic, 3-5pm
Tuesday, December 22 - Winter Begins • Board of County Commissioners, Courthouse, 10am

We Want Your News!

If you are a club or non-profit organization, we’d love to help you publicize your event!
Email us at least one week prior to your event at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com
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