
City Council Community Breakfast
Continuing our efforts to reach out to our citizens, the City of Lamar invites you to visit 
with your City Council representatives at an informal breakfast.  The next community 
breakfast get-together will be on  Wednesday, January 6th, 2016 at 7:00am at Cow Palace 
Restaurant.  Please come share your concerns with your City Council representatives.

ACE Tire Service
Specializing in All 

Your Tire & Alignment Needs

(719) 336-0403

Anna Carere, Agent

701 S Main St
Lamar, CO  81052
Bus: 719-336-5212

As life changes, so do your 
needs. Let State Farm Bank®

help with a mortgage that fits 
your life and your budget. Let us 
help you make the right move. 
Bank with a Good Neighbor ®.
CALL ME TODAY FOR 
MORE INFORMATION.

We have a great selection.

NMLS #139716, NMLS MLO #320639
MLO License #100033307

State Farm Agent

1001306
State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

Some products and services not available in all areas.

Shopping for
a Mortgage?
Shopping for
a Mortgage?

Bent’s Fort continued on back...

Did you know–
If you fund a Scholars Choice 529 education plan, you may be 
eligible for a deduction on your Colorado State income tax?

Do you have a Scholars Choice Plan for
your children or grandchildren?

111 West Parmenter
Lamar, CO 81052

www.core-fi nancial-lamar.net
(719) 336-5550

Neither Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc. nor its Representatives may offer tax and/or legal
advice. Please consult your tax and/or legal advisor for guidance on your particular situation.

Securities and investment advisory services through Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc.
(TFA) Member FINRA, SIPC and Registered Investment Advisor. Non securities Products

are not offered through TFA. Core Financial and TFA are not affi liated LD055274-11/15
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FREE
Take One!

www.cruikshankrealty.com

FARM & RANCH
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

719.336.7802
Gene Cruikshank, Broker

LAMAR
109 W. Lee Ave., Ste. 16

Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-8292

HOLLY
127 S. Main St.
Holly, CO 81047
(719) 537-6100

SPRINGFIELD
27925 US Hwy 287

Springfield, CO 81073
(719) 523-1892

WALSH
508 N. Colorado St.

Walsh, CO 81090
(719) 324-5212

Farm/Ranch   -    Homeowners    -   Commercial   -    Bonds
Boat    -   Event    -   Specialty Types    -   Multi Peril Crop

Serving Southeast  Colorado 

Four Generations of Trust and ServiceFour Generations of Trust and Service

Serving Southeast  Colorado 
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CLAY PEACOCK                         JOHN SYKES

CASSANDRA Esparza
209 South Fourth Street
Lamar, Colorado 81052
Phone: (719) 336-2234

www.peacockfuneralhome.com

www.gnbmortgage.com
or Stop by

with our own mortgage company
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Visit

www.valleynationallamar.com

204 S. 4th St.        336.4381
Lamar, Colorado

NEW EXCITING
CHECKING OPTIONS

Call us for details or stop by and sign up
for all the advantages now available with

an “ADVANTAGE CHECKING” Account
200 South Main Street

P.O. Box 988
Lamar, Colorado 81052

Phone 719.336.4351
Fax  719.336.4352

FRONTIER BANK

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

www.frontierbankco.com

Senator Dirksen Office Building SD-B40B • Washington, DC  20510
202-224-5941 • 303-391-5777

719-336-4376 • 102 East Parmenter Steet, Lamar, CO  81052

719-336-8030 • 301 South Main Steet, Suite 215, Lama719-336-8030 • 301 South Main Steet, Suite 215, Lamar, CO  81052

719-537-6622 • P.O. Box 458, Holly, CO 81047

719-734-5411 • 103 South Main Street, Granada, CO 81041

719-829-4974 • 304 Main Street, Wiley, CO 81092
Two Cases of PERTUSSIS CONFIRMED

for Prowers County
Prowers County Public Health officials have received lab confirmation of pertussis in 2 

Prowers County children, an 8 week old infant, and a 2 year old child, over the past 2 weeks.
Due to the outbreak, Prowers County Public Health and Environment is advising 

parents to check their child’s immunization record to ensure they are up to date with their 
vaccinations for pertussis. All adults are also advised to obtain the vaccination if they have 
not had the vaccination. Residents are advised to check with their health care provider or 
call the health department if they are uncertain about their vaccination status.

Prowers County Public Health and Environment will be offering clinic times to en-
sure that residents, including children and adults, who need vaccination can make an 
appointment to come in. These clinics are an ongoing effort to prevent the further spread 
of pertussis in Prowers County and possible spread over to other counties and states. Chil-
dren will not be denied due to inability to pay.

“Vaccination is the safest and most effective tool against ,” said Director of Public 
Health, Tammie Clark, RN, BSN “We are continuing to work with the healthcare provid-
ers and the community, to prevent the further spread of pertussis. Our work focuses on 
increasing vaccination rates, particularly in adults and adolescents, and preventing trans-
mission to vulnerable populations, where the disease can have devastating results, such as 
pregnant women, infants, and those with weakened immune systems.”

Pertussis is a vaccine-preventable disease that is also known as whooping cough, or 
the “100 day cough.” It is highly contagious and caused by a bacterial infection of the 
lungs. People with suspected or confirmed diagnosis of pertussis should stay home from 
work, school, or childcare until they have been on antibiotics for at least five days.

For more information you can call Prowers County Public Health and Environment 
at 336-8721 or you can visit www.prowerscounty.net  CDC website www.cdc.gov.

Toys for Tots Wraps Up the Holiday

By 10am this past Thursday, December 24th, the Toys for Tots volunteers had 
wrapped up most of their deliveries throughout the community and were ready to stand 
down for the year.

Only a few cars were in the parking lot of the former Car Palace on North Main 
Street, this year’s temporary headquarters for the 2015 Toys for Tots campaign.

We’ve got to find a permanent place for our operations,” said Darlene Lopez, who 
was on her cell phone for most of the morning, coordinating deliveries from the volunteer 
drivers who were bringing presents to several hundred families through the morning. There 
were a few problems with deliveries, mostly with people not being home when the packages 
were being dropped off.  Some houses were just empty as the former residents had moved on 
between the delivery date and the point where they made a request to be put on the delivery 
list.  Lopez was pressed to figure out what to do with the last minute returns of gifts and 
meals. But it was something she had encountered for the past several years.

“We’re probably seeing people just move away from the area. Jobs are scarce and 
people are looking for work,” she explained.  Lopez said the number of requests had also 
declined from the year before, and not because of any increase in prosperity for the area.  
The numbers had dropped this year to 434 families and approximately 650 youngsters on 
the delivery list from 1,120 the year before.

“We had an awesome turnout for deliveries which made the morning go quickly,” she 
explained, adding, “We had the Sheriff ’s Posse show up and about five fire trucks on hand 
to help. We had a great turnout.”  She mentioned that the dollar donations were off from 
last year, “But you make it work with what you got.” By Russ Baldwin

Bent’s Fort to Waive Fees for 2016 National Park 
Service Centennial

Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site is waiving its admission fees for all of 2016 in 
recognition of the 100th Anniversary of the National Park Service.  Admission to the fort 
will be free to all beginning on January 2, 2016.

“We think of this as a gift to both the traveling public and local folks for the 
centennial of the National Park Service,” said Park Superintendent Alexa Roberts.  “It 
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Something on your mind? theprowersjournal@gmail.com

Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 

online at 
www.theprowers

journal.com

Get the latest 
local news 
everyday! Tank & Tummy

SOS Senior Center
Safeway

Corner Wine & Liquor
Burger King

Valley National Bank
HoHolly Town Depot

Green Garden Restaurant

And each Wednesday at 
these local businesses:

The Prowers Journal
Get your FREE copy of 

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
719.456.1339

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP

CLINIC HOURS
403 Kendall Drive  • Lamar CO 81052

Monday – Thursday
7:00 am – 12:00 Noon • 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
(Walk-Ins Welcome 7:00 am – 8:30 am &

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm)

Friday
7:00 am – 12:00 Noon & 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

(Walk-Ins Welcome 7:00 am – 8:30 am)

Saturday
8:00 am to 12:00 Noon

Walk-Ins Only

Call 719.336.6767
to schedule an appointment

Front Desk Personnel are available during the
lunch hour (12:00 Noon – 1:00 pm) to provide assistance.

MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

CHOICE – CONVENIENCE – COMFORT OF HOME!

www.prowersmedical.com

Lamar Manor
Is now taking applications for 

1 bedroom apartments
2208 Memorial Drive

For Seniors, Disabled and Handicap Persons
Subsidized by Rural Development according 

to income.

719-336-4274
Hearing Impaired
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider, and employer.

Normandy Gardens
400 East College Rd.

Lamar, CO 81052

719-336-4096

Town Home Family Units
2 & 3 Bedrooms

Income Eligible & Equal Housing Opportunity
melanie.gurule@ross-management.comEQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

I m m e d i a t e  O c c u p a n c y !

(719) 734-5115
Hwy 50 • Granada
(719) 734-5115
Hwy 50 • Granada

Dine by Reservation at TTT 

for NEW YEAR’S EVE!

✓ YES we are still FREE Online!
✓ YES we are still FREE at Local Drops!
✓ YES we are now offering home delivery
 for your convenience at only $60 per year!
Contact us at (719) 336-9095 for more information or

email us at theprowersjournal.com

HOT TOPICS       LOCAL NEWS      COMMUNITY EVENTS

JOURNAL ALERTS      CLASSIFIED      PUBLIC NOTICES

ONLY $60/year
home delivery

SUBSCRIPTION

OFFER! ONLY $60/year
home delivery

Like Us on Facebook
Your alternative FREE local news source!

theprowersjournal.com

Obituaries
Dolores A. Granados - February 7, 1948 – December 24, 2015 - A Memorial Mass 
for lifetime Lamar resident, Dolores A. Granados was held Wednesday, December 30, 2015 
at the St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church with Father Stephen 
Olamolu as the celebrant. A rosary service was held prior to the mass at the church with 
Deacon Allan Medina reciting. Inurnment will be held at a later date.  Per Dolores’ request 
cremation will take place and there will be no visitation.  For current information and online 
condolences please visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 31 - New Year’s Eve
Friday, January 1 - Polar Bear Bike Ride, 1pm, Lamar Community Building
Wednesday, January 6 - Lamar City Council Breakfast 7-8am @ Cow Palace Inn • 
Holly Commercial Club @ Noon @ Methodist Church • Holly Trustees Meeting, 7pm

seems like a great way to celebrate while at the same time encouraging especially those 
from the local area who have not visited recently to reconnect with the national park 
here in their own backyard.”

For all of 2016, the fort’s current daily entrance fees of $3 for adults and $2 for chil-
dren will be waived.  Some special park activities such as Frontier Skills Day and Kids’ 
Quarters will still include a fee to cover additional labor and supply costs.

“We are looking at this as something of a pilot project,” said Roberts.  “We are evalu-
ating for this year-long trial period if the revenues gained from fee collection exceed the 
costs and labor involved in collecting and managing them.”

“While the park will be free, donations to support the living history program will be 
greatly appreciated,” continued Roberts.  “It is our hope that through donations we will 
be able to continue to offer the outstanding interpretive programs and events visitors cur-
rently experience, and may not have to reinstate fees in the future.”

With the park suspending fee collection, Federal Interagency passes will no longer be 
available at Bent’s Old Fort.  Those passes, such as the Annual Pass and Senior Pass, will 
continue to be available locally at the Comanche National Grassland Office in La Junta 
or can be obtained at various offices or fee collection sites associated of the U. S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, U. S. Forest Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Reclamation, or 
Bureau of Land Management.

The National Park Service was established by Act of Congress, signed into law by 
President Woodrow Wilson, on August 25, 1916.  Centennial activities next year center 
on the theme “Find Your Park” and will kick off January 1 at the Tournament of Roses 
parade.  The parade theme “Find Your Adventure” is the result of a unique partnership 
between the Pasadena Tournament of Roses and the U.S. National Park Service. The 2016 
Rose Parade will help shine light on the centennial celebration of our nation’s national 
parks.  More information on the centennial can be found at www.nps.gov/2016.

Safe New Year’s Travels with PATS
If you’re going to celebrate and party for the New Year, let PATS become your desig-

nated driver for the night.
The Prowers Area Transit Service will continue a New Year’s tradition with transpor-

tation service for area residents who want to party, but don’t want to drive.  PATS will 
provide door to door service beginning at 7pm on Thursday, December 31st until 2am 
the next morning.  Participants can call 36-8034 for free rides between that time and large 
groups should call earlier to reserve the vehicle for pick ups.

PATS and various sponsors are helping to pay the costs of the transportation, and 
although there is no charge for the service, donations will be gladly accepted at the time of 
your ride. If your business would like to sponsor the service for the evening, contact PATS 
at 336-8034. PATS rides are sponsored this year by: Prowers Medical Center, Peacock 
Funeral Home, Buzzards Roost, Buzzards Nest, and Jay Gruber Construction. Have a safe 
journey for your New Year’s Eve celebrations.

Gov. Colorado Ag Forum Set for Feb 18
Next Generation Agriculture’ the focus of 2016 Governor’s Forum on Colorado Ag-

riculture;  Technology, labor issues and changing rural demographics among the many 
topics to be discussed.

There’s no shortage of issues discussed among the public, media, lawmakers and in-
dustry when it comes to food production, and the 2016 Governor’s Forum on Colorado 
Agriculture will take on many of these critical topics, all while examining the future of ag 
in the Centennial State.

In particular, this event will explore how Colorado can best prepare a next generation 
of top-notch producers, who will be tasked with feeding a rapidly growing population, 
and doing so with less resources while facing a number of challenges.

The 2016 Governor’s Forum on Colorado Agriculture – titled “Next Generation 
Agriculture” – is set for 8 a.m. on Feb. 18, taking place at the Renaissance Denver Hotel 
(3801 Quebec St). The event is open to the public and media. Anyone interested in at-
tending can learn more and register at www.governorsagforum.com.

The Forum – hosted by the Colorado Agricultural Leadership Program – will cover 
the future of Colorado’s rural communities, labor availability challenges, succession plan-
ning for farmers and ranchers, working in multi-generational workplaces, the changing 
landscape for women in ag, Colorado’s new cannabis industry, technology, biotechnology, 
social media and more.

The approximately two dozen presenters and panelists slated to take the stage at this 
year’s Forum include:
• Dr. David Brown, Co-Director of Cornell University’s Community & Regional Devel-
opment Institute, and International Professor of Development Sociology
• Jason Resnick, Vice President and General Counsel with the Western Growers Association
• Juriana Sperandio, Head of Organization Development with JBS LLC
• and a myriad of Colorado farmers and ranchers, Colorado State University faculty, and 
other experts and officials from the industry.

“Colorado’s $40 billion ag industry is a top two or three contributor to our state’s 
economy each year, employs thousands of Colorado residents, has been instrumental in 
leading us out of the recent recession, and most importantly, helps feed Colorado’s 5 
million people. Any conversations focused on supporting this industry and maximizing 
opportunities for the next generation of producers are absolutely worth having,” said 
Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper.

This is the 25th year of the Governor’s Forum on Colorado Agriculture, which in 
recent years has been hosted by the Colorado Agricultural Leadership Program (CALP). 
CALP, now working with its 12th class, is a nonprofit organization that develops and 
enhances the leadership capabilities of diverse men and women committed to the future 
of Colorado’s agricultural and rural communities.

Once again this year, the Colorado FFA Foundation will host the Farm Credit Colo-
rado Agriculture Hall of Fame reception and banquet immediately following the Gov-
ernor’s Forum on Colorado Agriculture, starting at 4:15 p.m. During this annual event, 
new inductees officially take their place in the Colorado Agriculture Hall of Fame, while a 
“Rising Star” in the industry is also recognized. To learn more and register for that event, 
go to coloradoffafoundation.org.

Additionally, the Colorado Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association will be hosting 
its annual meeting at the Renaissance Denver Hotel on the day prior to the Governor’s 
Forum on Agriculture. To learn more, go to cfvga.org.



The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is mak-
ing an impact in the county.  

Make a business impact with 
your Classified Ad in
The Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Veterans Benefit from 
Online Info 

Use www.myhealth.va.gov and 
go online at this new Veteran 
Health Portal and discover 
what benefits the VA can of-
fer you and your family.  My 
HealtheVet is a Gateway to 
Optimal Health for Vets.  Call 
your local VA representative in 
Prowers County, Jeremy Miller, 
at 719-336-2606.

Lost A Dog? 
The Lamar Animal Shelter 

now posts lost pet pictures on 
their Facebook page.  Look to see 
if your pet has been turned in to 
the Lamar Shelter.  The Facebook 
page name is Lamar Shelter.

Volunteers who can donate 
some time to the care of the shel-
ter animals are appreciated. Con-
tact Stephanie Spitz, Shelter Man-
ager at: 719-336-8769.

Community Continued on Back...
Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - December 30, 2015

Prowers Journal
The

Range:  $40,033 - $50,041 DOQ.  For further infor-
mation and application package contact the Human 
Resources Department at 719-336-1366.  Submit City 
application and resume by 4:00 p.m., Friday, January 29, 
2016 to the Human Resources Department, City of La-
mar, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO  81052-3299.  The 
City of Lamar is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

Heavy Equipment Operator
The City of Lamar is accepting applications for a 

Heavy Equipment Operator.  Interested individuals 
must be able to operate heavy and medium construc-
tion and maintenance equipment and large trucks, per-
form skilled and semi-skilled work in the maintenance, 
construction, and operation of public works and utilities 
facilities; service and make repairs to equipment.  Work 
varies, interpretive judgment within prescribed stan-
dards and procedures are required; adjusts work methods 
to meet task requirements.  The selected applicant must 
have a Commercial Driver’s License.

Applications and job descriptions are available at 
the Human Resources’ Office, City Complex, 102 East 
Parmenter, Lamar, CO 81052-3299.  Applications will 
be accepted until position is filled. EOE

County Holiday Schedule
All County Offices will be closed on Friday, January 

1, 2016, in observance of the New Year’s Holiday. The 
Courthouse will also be closed.

The Welcome Home Child and Family Develop-
ment Center will be closed December 24, 2015, - Janu-
ary 1, 2016 and will reopen on January 4, 2016.

Child Grief Support
Lamar Area Hospice offers Child Grief Support un-

der the direction of Roni Vallejos, Child Life Specialist.  
Meetings are held at Lamar Hospice Building, 108 West 
Olive, Lamar.  For more information, call 336-2100 
or 303-519-8590

For Rent
For Rent
Two bedroom apartment. No Pets or smoking. Some 
utilities paid. Contact 719-688-0466

Help Wanted
Position Open

Water Operator for McClave Water Association & 
Hasty Water Company. We will be accepting applica-
tions until January 5th, 2016. For application, please 
contact us at 719-688-1970, 719-829-4059 or by email 
at hastywatercompany@centurytel.net.

Church Office Administrator
Part Time - 15 Hours a week. Computer and people 

skills a must. Job starts January 2016. Call 719-336-
9021 or 720-232-4231.

Office Help
BelleSkye Monument Company is looking for some-

one part-time in the office to handle customer service, 
monument sales & design, and creating work orders. 
Must be organized with experience in running an office 
and sales. Experience with Excel, Power Point, Word, & 
Internet. We will accept Resumes. Call 719-688-5400.

Library Director Lamar Public Library 
The City of Lamar (pop. 7,605) is currently seek-

ing a dynamic individual to serve as its Library Director.  
The ideal candidate will possess management, supervi-
sory and budget experience and will oversee operations 
of Library.  Superior leadership and interpersonal com-
munication skills are imperative.  REQUIREMENTS:  
Master’s degree in library science, plus five years of ex-
perience including two years in a supervisory capacity, 
or any combination of education and experience that 
demonstrates an ability to successfully perform the du-
ties.  Full-time position with excellent benefits.  Hiring 

LAND USE
REVEGETATION SEMINAR

This seminar will be held in 
the Lamar Community College  
Bowman Building Large Lecture 
Hall Room #139 on Friday, Janu-
ary 8th, 2016 at 9am.

The Prowers County Board 
of Commissioners invites the 
public to attend this important 
seminar regarding revegetation of 
irrigated farms in the Southeast 
Colorado Region. 



Community Continued from front...
NEW YEAR’S DAY – Municipal Holiday Schedule

All City offices will be closed on Friday, January 1, 2016 in observance of the New Year’s 
Day holiday and will reopen on Monday, January 4th, 2016.  The Public Library will be closed 
on Friday, January 1st, 2016 and will reopen Monday, January 4th at 9:30 a.m.  The Community 
Building will be closed on Friday, January 1st and will reopen on Saturday, January 2nd, 2016.

Residential and commercial refuse collection will be collected as normally scheduled for 
Friday, January 1, 2016. Please have containers in place by 6:00 a.m.

The Municipal Landfill will be open on Friday, January 1st and Saturday, January 2nd, 2016 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The Landfill Facility will be closed on Sunday, January 3, 2016.

The City of Lamar wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday.

Adult Grief Support
Lamar Area Hospice will be offering ADULT  GRIEF SUPPORT beginning in January, 

2016.  For more information call 336-2100.

Free Legal Clinic at Your Lamar Public Library in Lamar  
A free legal clinic for parties who have no attorney, will be featured from 2:00 PM - 

3:30 PM on the FIRST MONDAY of each month at the Lamar Public Library at 102 E. 
Parmenter St., Lamar, CO  81052.   By computer link, volunteer attorneys will answer ques-
tions, help fill out forms, and explain the process and procedure for all areas of civil litiga-
tion, including family law, property law, probate law, collections, appeals, landlord-tenant 
law, small claims, veterans issues, and civil protection orders.  Walk-ins are welcome, and 
everyone will be helped on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Upcoming dates in 2016 are:  January 4;  February 1;  March 7;   April 4;   May 2;  June 6;  
No July Clinic (4th of July); August 1;  No September Clinic (Labor Day);   October 3;  Novem-
ber 7; and  December 5, 2016 FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED; ALL FREE

Hospice Empty Arms Grief Support
Lamar Area Hospice will be offering the following grief support:  EMPTY ARMS: Preg-

nancy and Infant Loss Support.  Beginning January 19, 2016 from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Call 
336-2100 for more information.

Lamar Healthy Places Launches #wildlamar Campaign
We have started a #wildlamar campaign. We want YOU to get involved. What does nature 

mean to you? What do you like doing in the great outdoors? What INSPIRES you to go outdoors? 
Post on Lamar Healthy Places Facebook page pictures, poems, drawings, craft, etc. of an adventure 
you had outdoors, animals, sunsets or anything in the great outdoors! First 100 to post will win a 
PRIZE! Make sure you use #wildlamar in your post!

Lamar MOPS January Meeting
Lamar MOPS (Mother Of Preschoolers) will be holding their November meeting on the 

morning of January 5th from 8:30a – 11:00a or in the evening of the same day from 6:00p - 
8:00p.  MOPS meets at the Lamar Christian Church at Main and Walnut in Lamar, CO.  Child-
care is available for children from birth through preschool age.  For the evening meeting childcare 
reservations are strongly encouraged and should be made by Friday, January 1st if possible.

Live Christmas Tree Collection
Boy Scout Troop 218 is collecting live Christmas Trees the next two Saturdays in the NE 

Corner of the Wal-mart parking lot.  They will be out there from 10 am -3 pm.  If anyone wants 
to come by and drop off their  Chirstmas Tree they will gladly take it.  They are working with the 
Corps of Engineers at John Martin Reservoir to build fish habitats out of these old trees.

New Website for Prower County
Prowers County is very excited to announce the launch of our newly designed website which 

will was available as of November 2nd, 2015.

The homepage features bright, colorful pictures of our beautiful Prowers County landscape. The 
site provides up-to-date information for all County Departments and features resources frequently 
used for greater convenience. In addition users who wish to be alerted by e-mail when any page re-
ceives an update may subscribe by simply navigating to the page of interest and clicking “E-notify.”

We hope that you find the website user-friendly, and that it provides the information you 
need about Prowers County. The site is located at www.prowerscounty.net.

Phone ID Precautions
If you get a robocall which includes instructions on how to block future calls, just hang up.  If 
you follow the instructions, that tells the caller your phone line is active and is an open invitation 
to receive more unwanted calls.  If you respond to offers of ‘free merchandise’ chances are your 
number goes on a list that scammers will use or sell to other online operations that list you as a 
potential target.  Remember, don’t respond, just hang up.
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2015 News Highlights from the Past Year
January/February

Although the lawsuit between ARPA and City of Lamar continued 
through most of the year, it took a back seat to recurring news themes 
focusing on different aspects of economic development within the com-
munity and the manner and amount of financial support that would be 
offered by the City of Lamar and Prowers County. As Prowers County 
Development Incorporated, the Urban Renewal Development Authority, 
Lamar Partnership Incorporated and the city’s Main Street Development 
Program experienced turnover in key positions, discussions began which 
would impact future funding. Municipal organizations examined how 
or if there would be continued funding or if a new position would be 
developed within the city which might supersede economic development 
efforts for the county at large.  We’ll highlight those events and others 
which made up some of our headlines for 2015.

January:
The Prowers County Development Incorporated Board of Directors 

accepted the resignation of their Executive Director, Lance Benninghoff, 
at their monthly board meeting on January 27, 2015. Benninghoff, who 
held the position for under two years, had taken a position on the West-
ern Slope and his last day with PCDI was February 6th.

The PCDI board began a search for a replacement for Benninghoff 
which was extended when the board hired George Gotto as Interim Exec-
utive Director.  The PCDI board held several meetings and invited several 
out of area speakers to learn how other communities provided funding 
for their own economic development directors.  Before PCDI considered 
advertising for a permanent executive director, additional meetings were 
held among city and county officials as well as board members to create 
a different mission statement that would direct future efforts of any new 
executive director.

Elections
Seven elected officials took their various oaths of office with Judge 

Stanley Brinkley at the Prowers County Courthouse Courtroom, Tues-
day, January 13 before an almost capacity audience.

Only two of the seven, Ron Cook and Sam Zordell actually faced 
a November challenge for election to their respective offices, Prowers 
County Commissioner and Prowers County Sheriff.   Cook replaced Joe 
Marble and Zordell replaced former Sheriff James Faull who did not run 
for re-election. The other five positions went into the November General 
Election without opposition.  They were: Andy Wyatt, Prowers County 
Assessor; Lorraine Woolley, Prowers County Treasurer; Jana Coen, Prow-
ers County Clerk & Recorder, Joe Giadone, Prowers County Coroner 
and Judge Larry Stutler, County Court Judge.

PATS Announces Bus Design Winners

Prowers Area Transit (PATS) purchased two new 12-passenger transit 
buses. These were paid for through CDOT grants and will allow PATS to 
continue to provide dependable and safe rides for Prowers County residents 
who wish to connect with local resources and community activities.

Prowers Area Transit announced that Jillian Martinez was the winner 
of the Design Contest. Her winning design will be on one of the new buses 
received in April 2015 for the entire time that the transit bus is in service.

Administrator Appointed for Town of Holly
Jerry L’Estrange attended his first trustee’s monthly meeting for the Town 
of Holly as interim administrator Wednesday, January 7. L’Estrange was 
hired by the town to fill the vacancy left by Marsha Willhite following her 
resignation in November.  He was to have served in that capacity while 
the search for a permanent administrator continued, however L’Estrange 
and the Trustees settled on a more permanent arrangement, hiring him as 
permanent Administrator later in the year.

Verhoeff Takes Municipal Judge Oath
Attorney Kim Verhoeff was sworn into office as the Lamar Municipal 

Court Judge on Monday, January 5 at the Prowers County Courthouse 
with Judge Larry Stutler delivering her oath of office. Verhoeff replaced 
Stutler who resigned from the Municipal Judgeship late last year.  He will 
retain his county duties.  Verhoeff will have a two year term with the city.  
She was appointed to the position by the Lamar City Council following 
a brief interview this past November.  Stutler was the Municipal Court 
Judge beginning in 2008.  Verhoeff has been practicing law since 1988 
and in 1999 became the municipal judge for the Town of Holly.  During 
her interview with the Lamar City Council, she said she didn’t see much 
of a conflict of interest with city interests and her lawyer’s firm.  “Most of 
my work has been representing children as their advocate in court,” she 
explained.  The council confirmed her appointment on a unanimous vote.

Tractor Supply Opening Mid-February
General Manager Jaime White said he expected the doors to Trac-

tor Supply in Lamar to be open on Saturday, February 14. The 40,000 
square foot store has undergone renovations since shortly before the end 
of the year and the pace was accelerating to meet the deadline.  The com-
pany, which has stores in 48 states, took over the former Alco Stores on 
Savage Avenue about a year after they closed in 2013.

White said the store will employ 17 people with 12 sales associates 
and four department managers who will work either 22-29 hours or 40 
hours a week. “We’re bringing in all our shelves on the 19th and that will 
also start the employee training schedule.  We expect a convoy of semis 
to start arriving with all the merchandise on the 26th,” White explained.  
He added there were about 100 applicants for the positions that were ad-
vertised online and locally.  The City of Lamar was anticipating the open-
ing as the new facility would add to sales tax revenues, take residents off 
the unemployment line and add to revenues at Lamar Light and Power.



Steady Growth Predicted for Colorado’s
Revenue Forecast

The Governor’s Office of State Planning and Budgeting (OSPB) to-
day released its quarterly economic forecast.

As with prior forecasts, the state’s economy is projected to continue 
to steadily grow, though not at the robust level experienced in 2014. At 
the present time, the contraction in the oil and gas industry, a tight la-
bor market, and various global economic headwinds are contributing to 
slower growth in employment levels and in some categories of state taxes. 
The diversity in the Colorado economy and continued in-migration of 
new residents adds resiliency against dragging factors.

OSPB expects General Fund revenue to increase 2.1 percent in FY 
2015-16. Projected revenue for FY 2015-16 is 1.7 percent lower com-
pared with September. Corporate income tax collections continue to 
decline and under perform expectations as a result of weak corporate 
earnings. Further, declining oil prices have also lowered expectations for 
income tax revenue from royalty payments.

General Fund revenue growth is still expected to rebound in FY 
2016-17 from continued economic expansion and with less downward 
impacts from the factors weighing on growth this fiscal year. However, 
the FY 2016-17 General Fund revenue growth rate of 6.7 percent is still 
below the rates experienced in most years of the current expansion.

Under this forecast, the State’s General Fund reserve is projected 
to be $156.5 million below the required amount of 6.5 percent of ap-
propriations in FY 2015-16. This shortfall is close to the assumption in 
Governor Hickenlooper’s budget request. Assuming this forecast and 
the budget request, the State will end FY 2016-17 with $47.1 million 
above the 6.5 percent reserve requirement.  Meanwhile, under this fore-
cast, transfers to capital construction and transportation will occur at full 
amounts in FY 2015-16, and at half amounts in FY 2016-17.  There are 
no transfers expected in FY 2017-18.

Based on preliminary figures, TABOR revenue exceeded the Refer-
endum C cap by $152.9 million in FY 2014-15 (an additional $3.6 mil-
lion from prior years will be added to this amount). TABOR revenue will 
be below the limit in FY 2015-16, and again above the limit by $212.0 
million in FY 2016-17, and $340.9 million in FY 2017-18.

Revenue above the Referendum C cap from FY 2014-15 will be re-
funded through the State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) to qualified 
taxpayers and the sales tax refund to all taxpayers. The sales tax refund is 
projected to average $19 per taxpayer, while the EITC will average about 
$217 per qualifying taxpayer.

Under this forecast, there will be no TABOR rebates in FY 2015-16.  
In FY 2016-17, rebates will go out under the sales tax refund formula and 
in FY 2017-18, the refund will occur through a temporary income tax 
rate reduction and the sales tax refund.

Cash fund revenue subject to TABOR in FY 2015-16 will be $103.7 
million, or 3.8 percent, higher than FY 2014-15, primarily as a result 
of growth in revenue from the Hospital Provider Fee. This growth will 
offset a sharp decline in revenue from severance taxes. Cash fund revenue 
will increase 1.2 percent in FY 2016-17.

2016 Crop Production Workshop
in Southeastern Colorado

Area farmers, crop consultants and pesticides applicators are invited 
to a Crop Production Workshop co-sponsored by Pioneer DuPont, Col-
orado Corn, Golden Plains Insurance, Farm Credit of Southeastern Col-
orado, 4 Rivers Equipment, Helena Chemical Company and Colorado 
State University Extension.  The workshop will take place in Lamar at the 
Bowman Building at Lamar Community College on Wednesday January 
6, 2016.  The program will start at 8:30 am.  This year’s agenda includes 
a presentation by Dr. John Stulp on the Colorado’s Water Plan.  Also, 
there will be a number of Colorado State University Extension Special-
ists presenting on wheat and corn insect pests, herbicide resistant weed 
management, soil salinity management, and crop residue effects on soil’s 
physical and chemical properties.  In addition, there will be presentations 
on the economic optimum nitrogen rate for triticale production and Pio-
neer new corn plant technology, and weather patterns and irrigation.  

The program has been approved for Certified Crop Adviser and 
Colorado Commercial Pesticide Applicator Continuing Education Cred-
it Units (Categories 101 and 103).  Lunch will be provided. For more 
information on the program and directions to Lamar Community Col-
lege please contact your local Extension Office or Wilma Trujillo at 719 
688-9168 or wilma.trujillo@colostate.edu.



Social Security Via Video 
The Social Security Adminis-
tration (SSA) offers a free vid-
eo service office at the Lamar 
Public Library on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of ev-
ery month from 9:30am to 
12pm.  The computer link 
service is available on a first-
come, first-served basis.  Pro-
cessing of applications is han-
dled at the La Junta office.

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit 
offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 
7:30am to 5pm.  Please 
make reservations 24 hours 
in advance.  Call for your 
ride at 719-336-8034.  Se-
nior Discount Tickets are 
available in the front office 
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Adopt an Athlete from
Lamar Community College 

Here’s a unique way in which to 
welcome a young person into your 
home and the community.  The 
Runnin’ Lopes Booster Club at 
Lamar Community College invites 
you to take part in the annual Adopt 
An Athlete program. 

Although they won’t be living 
with you, you’ll gain an opportu-
nity to interact with assigned ath-
letes one or two times each month 
by inviting them to host homes 
or taking them out to dinner or 
take part in various family activi-
ties.  Families can also attend the 
athlete’s home games at LCC and 
lend their support to the student 
and the college.

If you’d like to take part and 
need more information call 719-
336-1516 or email the Club at-
booster@lamarcc.edu.

Membership applications to the 
Booster Club are also available for busi-
nesses at the same number and email.

LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department 
receives found property on a con-
tinual basis that includes bicycles, 
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses 
and numerous other items. These 
items are kept for 6 months in an 
attempt to locate the owners. We 
encourage persons with lost prop-
erty to contact the police depart-
ment Monday through Friday 
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Letter to the Editor 
Policy

The identity of the letter 
writer must be verified before 
publication.  Phone numbers 
will not be published, but are 
used to verify identity of the 
letter writer.  Letters may be 
edited for grammar, length 
and civility.  No third party 
letters will be published.  The 
publication of a Letter to the 
Editor does not constitute an 
endorsement of the writer’s 
comments by The Prowers 
Journal or Robinson Printing, 
Inc.  Due to space consider-
ation, Letters to the Editor 
may be published online, but 
not necessarily in our Wednes-
day newsletter. Letters may be 
sent to The Prowers Journal, 
208 South Main Street, La-
mar, CO. 81052

Sage Services
Sage is looking for vol-
unteers. They are looking 
for drivers for the Meals 
on Wheels Program and 
lunch room and kitchen 
help for Sage Services in 
Prowers County.  If you 
are interested, please con-
tact Diane Williams at 
336-7115.

Council Wraps Up 2015, Discusses Fund-
ing for Economic Development Study

The City of Lamar is receiving funding to improve 
the deficiency rating for the short bridge crossing the La-
mar Canal and linking the city’s industrial park to Com-
mercial Street. The State Special Highway Committee 
recommended the funding for $392,480.  City Admin-
istrator, John Sutherland, told the council the bridge has 
a 20 rating which needs to be corrected, specifically for 
heavy, load-bearing vehicles.  The bridge is short and 
narrow which prohibits large vehicles such as semis from 
crossing the canal onto Avenida Colonia.  The amount is 
80% of the cost of the project.

The council approved the re-subdivision of the clas-
sification of two lots at Main and Lee Streets. According 
to City Engineer, Wiley Work, this brings several dif-
ferent lots into two, A and B, which is used by a new 
convenience store now known as Rivals at the intersec-
tion and a future insurance store just to the north of 
that property.  Lots A and B will now have two separate 
owners with new businesses at both locations.

Lamar Police Chief, Kyle Miller, presented an in-
tergovernmental agreement to the council to share in 
the purchase cost of a law enforcement driving simu-
lator which will be used to offer additional training 
to local police officers. The IGA calls for Lamar to 
be one of several local agencies which will share the 
simulator on an as-needed basis.  Chief Miller said the 
share system operates under the philosophy of, “You 
break it, you fix it” scenario when it is loaned out to 
Lamar or other departments in southeast Colorado.  
The council also approved the resolution supporting 
the agreement between the city and the State Board 
of the Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Fund.  Lamar 
Parks and Rec Director, Rick Akers, told the council 
the $100,000 grant will be supplied by Healthy Plac-
es and will pay for the Inspire recreation grant being 
sought by the city for 2016.

The council adopted a Rate and Fee schedule for 
2016 which impacts various services provided by the 
City of Lamar. The council has held several work ses-
sions to discuss an increase to residential and commer-
cial customers for water and trash services, specifically 
for water, to offset the costs of numerous upgrades and 
improvements in the city’s water infrastructure system.

City Treasurer, Kristin McCrea, explained a reso-
lution needed to allow the transfer of funds to defray 
expenses in excess of the amounts budgeted by the 
city in 2015. This covers three areas; from the General 
Fund, the Conservation Trust Fund and the Fairmount 
Investment Fund.  The General Fund had a transfer of 
$370,000 to cover litigation fees incurred in 2015.  The 
Conservation Trust Fund had a transfer of $5,889 for 
a mower and $10,405 from the Fairmount Investment 

Fund to cover the cost of a tractor.
The council went into executive session to discuss 

funding a proposed, county-wide economic assessment 
study which would be conducted by PUMA, Progressive 
Urban Management Associates. Prowers County Board 
Chairman, Ron Cook, explained earlier in the month, 
the study costs $50,000, of which $25,000 would be 
funded by PCDI.  He did not ask for a specific sum from 
the council, but several members expressed interest in 
the project, based on the information it could provide. 
By Russ Baldwin

State Population Grows by 100,000 
by Recent Census

Colorado’s population increases by 100,986 – Cur-
rent population is 5,456,574 

State estimates were released by the US Census 
Bureau December 22, 2015 indicating that Colorado’s 
population increased by almost 101,000  between July 
2014 and July 2015.  Colorado’s population increase 
ranked 7th in the US behind Texas, Florida, California, 
Georgia, Washington and North Carolina. Since 2010, 
Colorado’s Population has increased by 408,320 rank-
ing 8th in the US for total population change. Colorado 
was the second fastest growing state increasing by 1.89% 
behind North Dakota increasing by 2.28%.  The US as 
a whole saw its population increase by .79%.   The 10 
fastest-growing states were in the South or West except 
for North Dakota.

Colorado’s increase is comprised of 32,000 in nat-
ural increase (births-deaths) and 68,000 in net migra-
tion.  Colorado’s net migration rate was 12.4 persons per 
thousand. Colorado ranked 5th in total net migration 
over the period.  Since 2010, Colorado’s growth from 
net migration has been 250,500 (5th in US) and from 
natural increase 169,500 (13th in US).

Housing unit growth has not kept up with new 
household formation especially in recent years.  It is es-
timated that household formation was 45,300 in 2015 
while new housing units were estimated to be 25,000.  
Since 2007 and the beginning of the recession Colorado 
household formation has outpaced housing unit growth 
by an estimated 128,000.

Lamar Healthy Places Launches 
#wildlamar Campaign

We have started a #wildlamar campaign. We want 
YOU to get involved. What does nature mean to you? 
What do you like doing in the great outdoors? What 
INSPIRES you to go outdoors? Post on Lamar Healthy 
Places Facebook page pictures, poems, drawings, craft, 
etc. of an adventure you had outdoors, animals, sunsets or 
anything in the great outdoors! First 100 to post will win a 
PRIZE! Make sure you use #wildlamar in your post!
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Law Enforcement 
December 30, 2015

12/18/2015 12:00:00 AM                03:35     1507691                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to the 400 Blk of S 5th St on a report of an active domestic disturbance. Officers found 
there had been in a altercation. Adult male was arrested.

——————————————————————————–
12/18/2015 12:00:00 AM                07:39     1507693                DAVIS, KENNETH
Code enforcement officer responded to 210 N 13th St. concerning two vicious dogs that are impounded at 
the shelter. The owner of the dogs was contacted and issued a summons.

——————————————————————————–
12/18/2015 12:00:00 AM                15:46     1507704                SANGER, STEVE
Officers contacted Ronald Hanson (41) in the 400 blk of Kimberly Lane reference a warrant for his arrest. 
Mr. Hanson was arrested on two active warrants and is being held on $2,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12/18/2015 12:00:00 AM                17:18     1507705                CAMPBELL, THOMAS
Officer was contacted by a citizen that advised that he wanted a party trespassed form his residence. Officer 
located the party and advised that he was trespassed.

——————————————————————————–
12/18/2015 12:00:00 AM                19:36     1507706                LACOST, JASON
An officer responded to the 800 block of South 5th St on report of a theft. The matter is under investiga-
tion.

——————————————————————————–
12/19/2015 12:00:00 AM                11:20     1507710                SANGER, STEVE
Officers were called to the 1300 blk of S 11th St concerning a suicidal party. Mental Health was called to 
assist the party.

——————————————————————————–
12/19/2015 12:00:00 AM                16:14     1507717                SANGER, STEVE 
Officers were called to the Walmart parking lot reference to a hit & run accident. The driver of the vehicle 
that left was located and cited for failure to report an accident.

——————————————————————————–
12/19/2015 12:00:00 AM                23:50     1507718                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers made a traffic stop and found Johnny Miller, of Lamar, as a passenger. Miller had a felony warrant 
and was transported to the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
12/20/2015 12:00:00 AM                13:54     1507719                SANGER, STEVE
Officers took report of 4 bicycles stolen from the 500 block of Stewart Place.

——————————————————————————–
12/20/2015 7:21:36 PM  19:21     1507723                LACOST, JASON
An officer responded to the 1100 blk of Parkview Ave on report of a theft. The matter is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
152700 12/22/2015 CR 30 - KK•DUI 42-4-1301(1)(A) - ALCOHOL
Comments: Deputy Ibarra conducted a traffic stop in the 30000 Blk of County Road KK for a defective 
headlamp. Deputy later arrested Kord Benson, age 25, of Hartman for DUI and other related charges. Kord 
Benson is being held at PCJ on a 1,000 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
152694 12/22/2015 24100 CO NN • BURGLARY - BURGLARY, UNFORCED ENTRY RESIDENCE
Comments: Deputy E Rodriguez responded to a possible burglary at the 24000 Blk Cnty, Rd. NN. Matter 
is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
12/21/2015 12:00:00 AM                10:08     1507729                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Officers contacted a subject in the 1400 block E Olive St on a report of a theft. Officers resolved the issue 
and trespassed the subject from the store.

——————————————————————————–
12/21/2015 12:00:00 AM                09:55     1507730                REAMY, COREY
Officers contacted Joe Maldonado, 23 of Granada, in the 900 block of South 1st Street on a traffic stop. 
Maldonado was arrested for driving under restraint and is being held on a $2,500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12/21/2015 12:00:00 AM                13:53     1507734                REAMY, COREY
Officers contacted Sydney Moran, 29 of Lamar, in the 200 blk of E Parkway Dr.  Moran was arrested on a 
felony warrant and is being held at Prowers County Jail on a $5,000.cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
12/21/2015 12:00:00 AM                18:14     1507738                CLEVENGER, TANISHA

Officers responded to the lobby of the Library for a report of a criminal mischief. Officers were advised of a 
broken windshield. This incident is documented.

——————————————————————————–
12/21/2015 12:00:00 AM                17:56     1507739                MADRID, JAIME
Officers responded  to a house at Paseo Place on a report of hit and run traffic accident that occurred in the 
400 block of West Parmenter.

——————————————————————————–
12/15/2015 12:00:00 AM                08:23     1507628                REAMY, COREY
Officers contacted Justevin Coberly in the 500 blk of W Olive St.  Coberly was found to have an active 
felony warrant and is being held on a $20,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12/15/2015 12:00:00 AM                08:50     1507629                INMAN, JOELENE
Code enforcement officer responded to 600 block of N 12th St regarding chickens housed within the city 
limits. A door tag with the ordinance violation was left at the residence and a recheck scheduled.

——————————————————————————–
12/15/2015 12:00:00 AM                17:01     1507641                REAMY, COREY
Officers contacted Danille Cornelius, 27 of Granada, in the 200 blk of Camino de Santa Fe. Cornelius was 
arrested on an active felony warrant and is being held at Prowers County Jail on a $5,000 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
12/15/2015 12:00:00 AM                17:57     1507642                MADRID, JAIME
Officers were dispatched to the 600 block of South 1st street on a report of a restraining order violation.

——————————————————————————–
12/23/2015 12:00:00 AM                08:21     1507765                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Joseph Bagwell 22, of Lamar was arrested on an active warrant and is being held on $1,500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12/23/2015 12:00:00 AM                12:01     1507771                REAMY, COREY
Officers were dispatched to the 1300 blk of S Main St on a report of a theft. Patrick Gonzales, 41 of Lamar, 
was arrested and Melinda Mondragon, 46 of Lamar, received a summons for theft. Gonzales is being held 
on a $1,500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12/24/2015 12:00:00 AM                13:59     1507790                REAMY, COREY
Officers were dispatched to the 400 blk of E College Rd on a report of a possible domestic disturbance. 
Officers contacted the involved parties and an Emergency Protection Order was issued.

——————————————————————————–
Help Solve a Crime, Call the Local Tip Line

Call 719-336-1435 if you want to leave information with the Lamar Police Department or the 
Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office.  The call line is available 24 hours a day and you will remain 
anonymous. The tip line records your messages and information. To contact an officer, call the 
Prowers County Dispatch Center at 719-336-3977.

See the full report daily online at:  theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/

Otero County Two Vehicle Fatality
The Colorado State Patrol is currently investigating a two-vehicle crash, which occurred at 

the intersection of Otero County Road 18 and Colorado Highway 202, in Otero County.
A 2015 Honda Odyssey was traveling northbound on Otero County Road 18, approaching 

the intersection; when the driver failed to observed a posted stop sign and a red flashing traffic 
control light, failed to stop and entered the intersection. The Honda collided with a 1986 Chev-
rolet S10 Pickup, which was traveling eastbound on Colorado Highway 202. The Honda came 
to rest on its top on the northeast corner of Otero County Road 18, after colliding with a utility 
pole. The Chevrolet came to rest on its passenger side on the east side of Otero County Road 18 
after rolling 1 ¼ times.

The driver of the Honda Odyssey 52-year-old Wilson Simon of Ontario, Canada was wear-
ing his safety belt at the time of the crash, and was transported to a local hospital with serious in-
juries.  The Honda Odyssey’s front passenger was identified as Seema Simon of Ontario, Canada. 
Ms. Simon was also transported to a local hospital along with her three children, all of which 
suffered minor injuries.

57-year-old Thomas Aragon of Rocky Ford, Colorado, was operating the 1986 Chevrolet and 
was transported to a local hospital where he was pronounced deceased by the attending physician. 
Mr. Aragon was not wearing his safety belt at the time of the collision.  Neither alcohol nor drugs 
are considered a factor in the crash. However, the crash remains under investigation.




