
New Economic Development Directions for PCDI?
What is Rural Economic Development, what is its purpose and how does it influence 

economic change in a community?  Those were topics addressed by Kari Linker, Economic 
Development Director for Morgan County.  Linker was invited by Prowers County Devel-
opment Incorporated to host a program called Economic Development 101, geared spe-
cifically for economic development in rural areas.  Two dozen representatives from Prowers 
County, the cities of Lamar, Wiley, Granada and Holly attended the two hour evening 
seminar at the Lamar Community Building on March 11.  Rick Robbins, PCDI President, 
told the audience the program will help to focus the direction PCDI should develop before 
beginning a search for a replacement executive director.

“How business friendly is your community,” Linker asked the gathering and suggested 
PCDI serve as the primary coordinator of information and resources for new and expand-
ing businesses.  “You should roll out a red carpet for any new business and provide them 
with contacts, guidelines, people and phone numbers to help them facilitate a business 
move to your community,” she explained, displaying a professionally produced brochure 
listing those contacts used in her region in Morgan County.

As was highlighted in a similar seminar for establishing Rural Economic Development 
Initiative grants in Granada last week, Linker said any community’s focus should be on devel-
oping Primary Dollars and Primary Jobs.  “This is money being generated in your area from 
outside your community,” she added, noting that agriculture is a prime example, followed 
statewide by tourism and energy development.  “These are the big three economic drivers for 
our state,” she told the audience, remarking that the need for food is never going to go away.

Linker cautioned the group to be aware of how development is defined, “You have 
economic development, community development and business development and they are 
not the same.  Business development is classified as small retail stores along main street, 
mom and pop retailers and the local chamber; community development includes parks and 
streets; fire, police and water services, traffic lights and traffic flow and the third piece of the 
triangle is economic development which focuses on primary dollars.”  She added that each 
community needs to find their own unique competitive advantage for attracting outside 
business and market that advantage on a daily basis.  “At the same time, you need to define 
your gaps and find a way to diversify your economy,” she said.  Linker added that leakage 
studies can help a community find what items are not provided locally.  “If shoppers can’t 
find what they want in their own community, they’ll shop elsewhere for it.  That provides 
an incentive to develop a local retail outlet to fill that gap.”

One of the most important questions asked that night focused on how can PCDI 
develop additional revenue flow to offer incentives and become more self-sustaining?  That 
multi-part question was asked from various viewpoints during the question and answer por-
tion of the seminar.  And it seemed from there, that the interest of the audience really started 
to pick up.  Working on the axiom of, “It takes a dollar to make a dollar,” people wanted 
some localized answers to the nuts and bolts question of where can you find that money?

Jerry L’Estrange, the interim administrator for the Town of Holly, asked if there was a 
way to define what specific roles are played by various organizations in the county, such as 
the private sector, economic development or a government led role.

Noting a housing shortage in Prowers County, Linker said her county already had a 
need for future workers in the gas and oil industry and found grants and loans when it was 
determined that local contractors would not be able to build more than one house at a time 
on an affordable basis.

“Our economic developers found that the C.U. School of Business could provide a 
study of business and housing forecasts for our northeast region and we used that informa-
tion to bring some builders together to start grant-funded projects.  We also are construct-
ing a 50 apartment low-incoming housing project for agricultural businesses.  We came 
upon the Community Rural Housing Development Corporation, a non-profit organiza-
tion in the state and they’re helping with the project.”

Linker said the key point is access to capital.  Doug Thrall, PCDI board member, 
explained that years ago the organization was funded by local banks, but none are contrib-
uting today.  “We have five local banks and several credit unions, but none are here tonight 
with the exception of SECED,” he said.  Lamar Mayor Roger Stagner said the banks were 
the original investors in PCDI, but they pulled out years ago.

Since then, PCDI has been funded primarily by equal, annual contributions of 
$50,000 from Prowers County and the City of Lamar.  There are some contributions 
throughout the county, but PCDI has a bare bones budget.  Linker advised contacting the 
bankers and lending institutions, “Invite them to a lunch and discuss each other’s aims and 
goals.  Their funding can help bring new business into the community,” she stated.  Ask 
them how we can get you back to being a part of our group, how can we work with you, she 
suggested, adding, “Are they recommending PCDI to business developers when they come 
to the banks for a loan?  The banks can become your primary stakeholders.”

PCDI Vice-President, Aaron Leiker told Linker, “Developing a membership plan is one 
of our first steps, but right now, I don’t feel comfortable asking someone for a $5,000 dona-
tion.  If we can show people that $250 for the first year is affordable, we can build to $500 
the next year and show potential backers that we can develop some progress.  We’ll be able to 
build on that to the next higher level.”  Linker said investors have to realize that there won’t 
be any immediate return on investment.  She explained, “You won’t have a tangible benefit 
as you would with the chamber, but what you will get is an active organization and person 
working on your behalf every day to drive the economy which can drive dollars to your busi-
ness.”  She added the best case scenario would be to use urban development, the Main Street 
program and the local chamber and let all of them play their respective roles for economic 
development in the communities.  “PCDI shouldn’t be expected to do it all,” she stated.

PCDI President, Rick Robbins, recapped the planned business seminars which will 
be hosted by the organization in the future, and invited the attendees to the PCDI annual 
banquet and meeting at Holly High School on March 27. By Russ Baldwin
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hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 
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CHOICE – CONVENIENCE – COMFORT OF HOME!
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Normandy Gardens
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OPPORTUNITY

Lamar Manor
Is now taking applications for 

1 bedroom apartments
2208 Memorial Drive

For Seniors, Disabled and Handicap Persons
Subsidized by Rural Development according 

to income.

719-336-4274
Hearing Impaired
1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider, and employer.

P & L Tax and Accounting
106 West Olive Street

Lamar, Colorado
Pay with your refund at P & L Tax and 

Accounting with EPS Tax

Lisa McCullough, Owner

Mon. - Fri. 9am to 6pm / Sat. 9am to 5pm

719-336-0636

Obituaries
Joy L. Zollars - January 4, 1931 – March 14, 2015 - A Memorial Service for longtime 
Lamar resident Joy L. Zollars was held Wednesday, March 18, 2015 at the Lamar Cross-
winds Church of the Nazarene, 7th and Pearl, with Mrs. Zollars’ nephew Ken Blake offi-
ciating. A private family inurnment was.  For current information and online condolences 
please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Raymond Leroy Burrows Jr. - November 6, 1935 – January 13, 2015 - Graveside 
Military Committal Service for Raymond Burrows will be held at 11:30 a.m. on March 
27, 2015 at Fort Logan National Cemetery in Denver, Colorado.  Retired Major Ray-
mond Leroy Burrows Jr. (Ray) was born on November 6, 1935, in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa, to Raymond L. Burrows Sr. and Ellen May (Dickerson) Burrows. He passed away 
at UHC, in Aurora, Colorado with his family by his side on January 13, 2015 at the age 
of 79.  For more information or to leave online condolences, please visit www.valleyme-
morialfuneralchapel.com.

Bernice Smith - October 17, 1917 – March 14, 2015 - Funeral services for Bernice 
Smith will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 21, 2015 at Valley Memorial Funeral 
Chapel in Lamar, Colorado.  Interment will take place at Fairmount Cemetery.  Friends 
and family are welcome to sign the book during business hours.  There will be no visita-
tion per Bernice’s request.  For more information or to leave online condolences please 
visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Janice S. Spitz - October 27, 1938 – March 16, 2015 - A celebration of life for longtime 
Lamar resident, Janice S. Spitz, affectionately known to her family and friends as Sue, will 
be held at 2:00PM on Friday, March 20, 2015 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Ian 
Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount 
Cemetery.  Visitation for Sue will be held on Thursday, March 19, 2015 from 1:00PM 
until 5:00PM at the Peacock Family Chapel. For current information and online condo-
lences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, March 19 - Lamar Chamber Board Meeting, 7am • Big Game Application 
101 class at CPW office, 6:30pm • Lamar Public Library – Crocheting for Beginners – 
call 336-4632 for more info, 7:00pm
Friday, March 20 - Spring Equinox • Lamar Eagles Shrimp & Fries Night
Saturday, March 21 - Zonta’s “Girls Wanna Have Fun” • Annual Fireman’s Ball, 7pm, 
Cow Palace Inn/Info @ 691-1687 • HOPE Helping Hands Clothes Distribution, Lin-
coln School, 9am-11am
Monday, March 23 -  Lamar City Council Meeting, 7pm
Tuesday, March 24 - College Night at Brew Unto Others – BOGO – 6:30 to 8pm • 
Pesticide Applicator Workshop at Prowers County Fairgrounds, Home Economics Build-
ing, 8am to 4:30pm • LUB Meeting, Noon • Board of County Commissioners , 10am • 
PCDI Meeting, 7am • PERA meeting at Lamar Senior Citizen Center at noon.
Wednesday, March 25 - LPI Board Meeting, Noon, Lamar Chamber • PMC Board 
Meeting, 6pm • Book Donations Taken at Library for Sale

More Power for High Plains Public Radio
High Plains Pubic Radio in Garden City, KS held a launch party last Thursday, 

March 12, at the Lamar Cultural Events Center, to celebrate the expansion of their cov-
erage in the Prowers County region.  KCSE FM, one of several translator relay stations 
that broadcasts locally at 90.7 on the FM dial, has been operating in Prowers County for 
several years at 250 watts which had limited coverage of only 20 miles from its transmitter 
site.  The occasion celebrated the increase in power to 4,000 watts which will broaden the 
coverage area for Prowers County, east to the Kansas line, north towards Eads and west to 
the outskirts of Las Animas.

Prior to the ceremonial lighting of a small broadcast tower, representing the power 
and coverage increase, a message was broadcast to the gathering relating HPPR’s origins in 
Lamar, beginning as a 10 watt antenna located atop a grain elevator in 1984, to 250 watts 
starting in 1998 from an antenna atop the KLMR-FM tower.

Kathleen Holt, HPPR Strategic Project Coordinator, said grants and underwriter 
donations help raise the funds from the initial seed money, to provide for the increased 
coverage.  “We’re really thankful for all the local support we’ve received in the Prowers 
County community to make this come to pass,” she said.  A federal grant of $137,000, 
coupled with matching local grants of $35,000 made the increase possible she said.  Long-
time supporter, Frederick Esgar was noted for his family’s contributions over the years, 
among other contributors in Colorado and Kansas.  To the background of Aaron Cope-

land’s “-Fanfare for the Common Man”, the first song broadcast for the debut of the 
original HPPR station in 1980, Esgar threw a switch on the model tower, illuminating the 
lights, all the way to the top, which represented the power increase for KCSE.

Cindee Talley, HPPR Regional Programming Director, interviewed members from the 
gathering on their favorite programming on the National Public Radio station and any of 
their favorite memories or a story to tell about what the programming has meant to area lis-
teners.  The recorded and broadcast testimonials will be used as part of a promotional cam-
paign to inform other potential listeners about the programming available through NPR or 
HPPR.  Esgar joked with the audience, saying he considered going into his neighbor’s cars 
and changing their radio dials to 90.7FM so they’d learn about the station.

Deb Oyler, the Executive Director for High Plains Public Radio, said it was unfor-
tunate that the federal funding, the Pubic Telecommunications and Facilities Program, 
which made the upgrades possible for similar stations across the country, has gone away.  
“We were able to do this increase with that 75% match, but unfortunately, it’s no longer 
available,” she explained.  Oyler said that there is some growth in online broadcasting, 
especially with added interest in regional news stories.  “People are tuning in to listen to 
them, and our streaming is increasing among our younger demographics.  That’s exciting 
as we’re reaching a younger audience with Public Radio,” she said.  Oyler added that the 
online offerings provide a visual experience, as the listener can also see the people who are 
highlighted in the stories. By Russ Baldwin
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Help a Homeless 
Veteran

The Lamar Lions are accepting 
needed items for the Fort Lyon 
Veteran Center in Las Ani-
mas.  Donate used clothing, 
furniture, rugs, wall hangings, 
school supply items, toiletries 
for men/women. Contact Ken 
Callison at 688-8782 or Dick 
Ramsay at 336-9570.

Help Wanted Continued on Back...
Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - March 18, 2015

Miscellaneous
Thunderbird For Sale
1987 Ford Thunderbird, 6 cylinder, for sale. New al-
ternator, water pump, battery, brake booster and wheel 
bearings. Good tires and spark plugs. 130,000 miles. 
$1,100.00 obo. Interested buyers please call 719-691-
8092. 

Trailer For Sale
Trailer made from 5-10 Chevy box, metal floor. If inter-
ested call 719-3364130.

Rotatiling Services for Southeastern Colorado
For all your Springtime plans, call Gilberto or Chriz, at 
719-336-7808 or 719-691-5846

Help Wanted
Roustabout Laborers
2 Roustabout Laborers needed for immediate work. Must 
have experience, valid drivers license and transportation. 
Drug test Required. Contact 719-568-9238.

Program Manager
Lamar Housing Authority is accepting applications 
for the position of Program Manager for our Emerald 
Homes Apartments.  Emerald Homes Apartments fall 
under USDA guidelines and the desirable candidate 
must be willing and capable of working with migrant, 
seasonal and farm labor tenants.  The Program Manager 
must be capable of meeting deadlines and understanding 
and following USDA rules and regulations.  Applicants 
must be 18 years of age or older, possess a valid driver’s 
license and have computer experience.  Those applicants 
with Bi-lingual abilities are preferred but not required. 
This position is a 32 hour work week with paid holidays 
following a 60 day probationary period.  We offer paid 
health and vision insurance and all employees of Lamar 
Housing Authority are required to participate in our 
PERA Retirement Plan.  Compensation will be based 

Filbeck Realty

719-336-4301
719-688-2044

filbeckrealty.com

Lamar, CO

We are happy to announce that 
our office is now located at 

401 Colorado Ave.
La Junta, CO 81050

We can be reached at
719-383-0840 OR

Fax: 719-383-1067
Our old contact numbers will roll to 
the new number.  We will continue 
to offer the same services to you, but 
our office is now more centrally lo-
cated to better service our clientele.  
We will still maintain a clinician for 
the area and still maintain a delivery 
driver to suit your needs.

on experience.  Please pick up an application at Lamar 
Housing Authority, 804 South Main, Lamar, Colorado, 
between the hours of 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM.  The deadline 
to submit applications is March 20, 2015.  This institu-
tion is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Addiction Counselors
Join the Southeast Health Group 
team based in La Junta or Lamar. 
Full-time position with benefits. 
CAC II and valid driver’s license 
reqired. Signing bonus and oppor-
tunity for salary bumps! Apply on-

line at www.southeasthealthgroup.org, or for more infor-
mation, contact Jeannie at 719.383.5428 or jlarsen@
semhs.org  EOE

Therapists
Join the Southeast Health Group 
team based in La Junta or Lamar. 
Full-time Position with benefits and 
relocation assistance. Master’s Degree 
in behavioral health field required. 
NHSC/CHSC approved site for 

those enrolled in loan repayment program. Signing bo-
nus and opportunity for salary bumps! Apply online at 
www.southeasthealthgroup.org, or for more information, 
contact Jeannie at 719.383.5428 or jlarsen@semhs.org  
EOE

Fire Engineer/EMT-1
Lamar Fire & Ambulance is accepting applications for 
a Full-time Fire Engineer/EMT-Intermediate.  Appli-
cants must be certified as a Colorado Emergency Medi-
cal Technician Intermediate or as an EMT-Basic willing 
to obtain EMT-Intermediate certification.  Hazardous 
Materials Operations or Technician level certifications 
preferred. Applications may be picked up at the Human 

Owner Operators 
Round trips Daily to

Denver area  and 
back daily 52 weeks 

NO MOUNTAIN
DRIVING

See home daily  Need 
Class 8 tractor day cab 

or sleepers.
Starts this month.  You 
WILL make money, ALL 
miles paid with FSC, and 

see home everyday.
For details call Ronnie at 

903-268-9503 today.

Celebrating a Century
A come and go reception 

for Nellie Coberly will be 
Saturday, March 21st from 
2pm to 5pm to celebrate 
her 100th birthday.  Come 
to the Lamar Missionary 
Baptist Church, 507 South 
14th Street.  No Gifts, but 
cards are welcome.



Help Wanted Continued from front...

We Want Your Event News!
Email us at least one week prior to your event at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com

Spring Book Sale
New Days & New Hours but the same location  - the Cultural Events Center at 102 E. Par-

menter. The special time for members will be Saturday, March 28th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
and open to the public beginning Saturday from 1:00 p.m. until closing at 5:00 p.m., Sunday, 
March 29 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.,  Mon. & Tues. 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Wednesday April 1st 
is Bargain Day from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Got books to donate? Please bring book donations to 
the Cultural Events Center beginning March 25th. Call 336-7634 for more information.

Springfield Will Host Canyons & Plains Regional Meeting
Canyons & Plains of Southeast Colorado will hold its regional meeting at the Industrial 

Center, north of Springfield, CO on Thursday, April 2, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 11 am.  The topic of 
the meeting will be “Canyon Journeys,” presented by Laneha Everett from Pritchett, Colorado.

Canyon Journeys was started by Casey and Laneha Everett of Pritchett, CO in 2007 mostly 
as an interest in the local heritage and history available on the Comanche National Grasslands.  It 
has come to include lodging, tours, and hunting as well as hosting birding groups and individuals 
during the migratory times of year as a member of the Colorado Birding Trail.  The historic rock 
post office turned guest house has created opportunities for visitors to experience a seldom visited 
corner of the state, and the fact that the lodging is located on a working cattle ranch makes it 
inherently agritourism.  Casey and Laneha Everett live on the Everett Ranch in southwest Baca 
County, CO.  Casey works with his family at the feedlot in the winter, and has starting his own 
business offering stretching and corrective therapy on horses.  Laneha occasionally helps on the 
ranch, but has worked for Baca County Economic Development, Canyons & Plains of Southeast 
Colorado, and since 2013 owns the Bar K Corral, a ladies clothing boutique in La Junta, CO.  
They both work together in different aspects of Canyon Journeys and on the ranch running 
cattle.  Laneha was nominated a state board member of the newly created Colorado Agritourism 
Association in 2014. Following the meeting, attendees are invited to have lunch together at the 
Longhorn Restaurant in Springfield, at their own cost.

Canyons & Plains (formerly known as Southeast Regional Heritage Task Force) is a heritage 
tourism development organization.  Formed in 2003, C&P serves seven counties – Baca, Bent, 
Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, Prowers and eastern Las Animas.  The non-profit group promotes visita-
tion to and stewardship of the unique historical, natural and cultural assets of southeastern Colo-
rado among residents, state, national and international audiences.  Since its formation, C&P has 
garnered over $1 million in funding for projects in this area.

Resources Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO 81052-3299 or on-line at 
www.ci.lamar.co.us.    Applications, including a resume, must be submitted to the Human Re-
sources Office at the above address or to bert.davis@ci.lamar.co.us.  Position will remain open 
until filled. E.O.E.

Temporary Employment
The City of Lamar is accepting applications for temporary seasonal laborers at the Swimming 
Pool, Parks/Cemeteries, Ballfields, Streets and Sanitation. Applications and essential job func-
tions available at the Human Resource’s Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter St., Lamar, 
CO. Applications will be taken until positions are filled.   Contingent upon job offer, the suc-
cessful applicant will be required to take a pre-employment physical, a drug and alcohol test and 
must provide a current motor vehicle record. EOE

Academic Services Coordinator
Lamar Community College.  Full-time exempt position manages a variety of programs and ac-
tivities within Academic Services.  Job functions include scheduling courses, processing concur-
rent enrollment records,  and serving as the primary point of contact for instructors. A Bachelor’s 
degree is required, advanced degree preferred. Screening of applicants begins Mar. 20, 2015. 
Starting Date is Apr. 1 or as soon as possible thereafter. Position remains open until filled.  More 
information is available at www.lamarcc.edu/jobs. LCC is an AA/EOE.

Recently Received Obituary
Karl Alan Graf - September 28, 1964 - March 11, 2015 - Born on September 28, 1964 in 
Brighton, Colorado, Karl moved to Lamar to attend Lamar Community College.  He was em-
ployed as a disc jockey and at Wallace Oil.  His love was working on the Lamar Fire Department 
with Marshall Cook and many other friends, from 1985 to 1988.  He was most proud of getting 
the helicopter landing pad built for the hospital before he moved in 1988.
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A Celebration of Seuss at the Lamar Library
The Lamar Library hosted a birthday party for Dr. Suess this past Friday, 

March 6.  The author’s real birthday was on March 2, but Friday’s are a lot 
better for parties.  That was the case for the 10am turnout, as about 45 to 50 
youngsters and some parents were on hand to enjoy a live reading of some of 
his more famous stories, ranging from The Cat in the Hat, the Grinch Who 
Stole Christmas,  Horton Hears A Who or Green Eggs and Ham.

Some library staff joined in the theme for the morning, donning 
familiar tee shirts listing them as numerical ‘Things’ who, at the library, 
are always helpful and handy.  Lamar Librarian, Debbie Reynolds, said, 
“We had our first Dr. Suess celebration about three years ago with about 
40 youngsters.  Last year, we did the storybook walk along Main Street 
in town.  We felt this year, a birthday party would be less labor intensive 
and we had almost 80 youngsters today.”

Reynolds had good news for Dr. Seuss fans, as an undiscovered work, 
titled, ‘What Pet Should We Get’ will be published this July.  Apparently 
a manuscript was found shortly after his death in 1991, stored in a box, 
along with other unknown materials.  Two new books are being set for 
publication, although those dates have yet to be announced.

Dr. Seuss’s honors include two Academy awards, two Emmy awards, a 
Peabody award, the Laura Ingalls Wilder Medal, and the Pulitzer Prize.

“Well read am I,” said the local reporter. “The library’s books are 
always in order.” By Russ Baldwin

Zonta Presents ‘Girls Wanna Have Fun!
The Zonta Club of Prowers County is hosting a fun filled evening 

and we invite women from throughout our area to come join us.  The 
date is March 21st, the time is 6pm till 9pm – come when you can and 
stay as long as you want.

The place is the new Wolves Den Event Center which is located just 
south of the Elks golf course.  Take the first turn to the east off the high-
way – it will be well marked. We will keep you entertained with foods 
– prepared by Zonta members, music and song, vendor booths with a 
good variety of merchandise, a style show, door prizes, a silent auction 
and maybe a few surprises.

Our entertainer for the evening will be Kesha Graham, a local sing-
er/songwriter.  Originally from Chicago, she has performed and recorded 
with various musicians in Illinois and abroad. She continues to write 
music and is committed to sharing her gift at every opportunity.

The MC for the evening will be Las Animas resident, Anne Bo-
swell Taylor, former radio and TV reporter. An Oklahoma State Univer-
sity graduate, she covered the Oklahoma City bombing of the Murrah 
Federal Building, witnessed and covered an execution from Oklahoma’s 
death row and was the only reporter embedded with Tulsa police on a 
drug warrant sweep. Anne and her family recently moved to the Arkansas 
Valley from Colorado Springs. She feels country life is quite exciting and 
she still finds time to work as an independent pro for Damsel in Defense, 
equipping, empowering and educating women on how to be safe.

Tickets for the evening are $15 and may be purchased at The Lassie, 
The Flower Boutique or from any Zonta member.  For more information 
see our web site prowerszonta.com or contact Linda Hawkins at 719-
688-3272.  Proceeds from GIRLS WANNA HAVE FUN will enable the 
Zonta Club to further our service projects which are dedicated to increas-
ing the status of women in our community and worldwide.

Colorado Employment Situation: January 2015
Employers in Colorado added 3,700 nonfarm payroll jobs from De-

cember to January for a total of 2,496,500 jobs, according to the survey 
of business establishments. Private sector payroll jobs increased 6,400 
and government decreased 2,700.

According to the survey of households, the unemployment rate was 
unchanged from December 2014 to January 2015 at 4.2 percent. The 
number of people actively participating in the labor force increased 3,500 
to 2,827,700 and total employment increased 4,900 to 2,709,500 causing 
the number of unemployed to decline 1,400. However, due to rounding, 
the unemployment rate was unchanged from December at 4.2 percent. 
The national unemployment rate increased one-tenth of one percentage 
point over the same period to 5.7 percent.

The largest over the month private sector job gains were in educa-
tion and health services, leisure and hospitality, and construction. Profes-
sional and business services declined over the month.

Over the year, nonfarm payroll jobs increased 71,100 with an increase 
of 70,500 in the private sector and an increase of 600 in government. The 
largest private sector job gains were in education and health services, leisure 
and hospitality, and construction. Information declined over the year.

Over the year, the unemployment rate is down one and six-tenths 
of a percentage point from 5.8 percent in January 2014. The number of 
Coloradans participating in the labor force increased 38,100, total em-
ployment increased 80,600 and the number of unemployed decreased 
42,500. The national unemployment rate declined from 6.6 to 5.7 per-
cent from January 2014 to January 2015.

Revised figures show Colorado lost 155,400 payroll jobs from a peak 
of 2,362,700 reached May 2008 to a trough of 2,207,300 reached Janu-
ary 2010. Revisions also indicate full recovery occurred in March 2013 
when Colorado total nonfarm payroll jobs exceeded the May 2008 peak 
and reached a level of 2,363,500.

The annual growth rate of Colorado nonfarm payroll jobs was 3.3 
percent in 2014 revised up from 2.7 percent. The U.S. annual payroll 
jobs growth rate in 2014 was 1.9 percent.

The unemployment percentages by southeast Colorado county are 
as follows:
                    Jan 2015      Unemp      Dec 2014      Jan 2014      Unemp
Baca 2.5 49 1.5 3.3 71
Bent 5.0 81 3.3 7.0 148
Crowley 5.5 69 4.6 10.5 168
Kiowa 3.1 23 1.8 3.5 31
Kit Carson 2.8 123 2.2 4.1 173
Las Animas 6.8 429 5.0 9.2 719
Otero 7.7 601 5.5 8.5 751
Prowers 4.7 256 2.9 4.5 344

Updating Your Ballot/Voting Information
The Prowers County Clerk & Recorder’s Office has just sent out 

Undeliverable Ballot and Active Failed to Vote Notices to the citizens of 
Prowers County, pertaining to the last General Election held, November 
3, 2014.  If you receive one of these notices, please fill out the informa-
tion enclosed and return it to the Prowers County Clerk and Recorder’s 
Office so that we may update your voter record information.

If you have any questions, please contact our office at 336-8011 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Jana Coen • Prowers County Clerk • Lamar, CO • 719-336-8011

John Martin Reservior State Park Boat Ramps Open
John Martin Reservoir will be opening the East and West Boat 

Ramps for the summer season  March 15. The water levels are similar to 
last year resulting in plenty of room for people to enjoy fishing, boating 
and other recreation on the reservoir.

The north shore waterfowl closure will also be lifted March 15 so 
that visitors will have opportunities to enjoy the remainder of the cur-
rent seasons. Anglers will find luck with wiper, walleye and catfish on the 
reservoir and in the stilling basin below John Martin Dam, while bird 
watchers can still find some bald and golden eagles on the park.

Park visitors need to make sure that all of their licenses and regis-
trations are up to date. Current boat registration, fishing and hunting 
licenses and annual parks passes for 2015 are all on sale now and can be 
purchased at the Visitor Center.

Please remember to be safe and responsible while you enjoy the 
many recreational opportunities we have to offer at John Martin. We 
look forward to seeing all of you this summer!

For more information about Colorado Parks and Wildlife go to: 
http://cpw.state.co.us.



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753
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Breakfast: 6 a.m. - 10 a.m.  7 days a week
Lunch: 11a.m. - 2 p.m.  7 days a week
Dinner: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.  7 days a week

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!

World Famous

Mexican Buffet

Every Friday

5:00 -9:00

Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
in the Lounge for all Sports Events

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere



Advertise Your Yard 
Sale Today!

Hundreds of people will be read-
ing this insert when you advertise 
your weekend yard sale, garage or 
moving sale. Just $5 is a great in-
vestment to make your yardsale a 
success.  Deadline for entries is 12 
Noon Tuesdays.  Call Robinson 
Printing at 336-9095 or stop in at 
210 South Main Street, Lamar.

The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is mak-
ing an impact in Prowers Coun-
ty.  Make a business impact with 
your Classified Ad this week in 
The Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Letter to the Editor 
Policy

The identity of the letter 
writer must be verified before 
publication.  Phone numbers 
will not be published, but are 
used to verify identity of the 
letter writer.  Letters may be 
edited for grammar, length 
and civility.  No third party 
letters will be published.  The 
publication of a Letter to the 
Editor does not constitute an 
endorsement of the writer’s 
comments by The Prowers 
Journal or Robinson Printing, 
Inc.  Due to space consider-
ation, Letters to the Editor 
may be published online, but 
not necessarily in our Wednes-
day newsletter. Letters may be 
sent to The Prowers Journal, 
208 South Main Street, La-
mar, CO. 81052

Family Support Group
 A Family Supply Group will help 
with concerns, questions or ideas 
for your child’s well-being and de-
velopment.  Parents, Guardians or 
Caregivers are invited to attend the 
meetings held the second Monday 
of each month from 7pm to 9pm 
at the Lamar Community Build-
ing, Multi-Purpose Room.  Con-
tact Sarah Oritiz-Settles from SDS 
at 336-3244, Linda Harbour Par-
ent/Board Member at 336-7268 or 
Barbara Seay, Parent, at 438-2203.

Muddin’ For a Cure
Muddin’ For a Cure is an annual 
fundraiser to support Relay For Life! 
Come join our 5th Annual Mudd’N 
For A Cure! Save this date: Satur-
day, April 18 at 2:00pm. Pits open at 
10:00am. Drivers meeting at 1:00pm. 
Calcutta Starts at 1:30pm. Run starts 
at 2:00pm. For more info call Crissy 
at 719-688-1121 or email: muddnfo-
racure2012@yahoo.com. A donation 
will be made to the 2015 Lamar Relay 
For Life. More Relay and Muddin’ for 
a Cure here: http://skywarntroopers.
com/muddnforacure.html.

High School Sports Scores
Boys Basketball
1A Boys State Championship - Holly 33 – Fleming 32

High School Sports Schedule
Track & Field
Mar. 21 Lamar’s Invitational Track Meet/9am

Baseball
Mar. 19-21  Lamar @ St. Marys
      Wiley vs Baca County/3pm
Girls Soccer 
Mar. 19   Lamar vs. St. Marys/4:30 pm

LCC Sports
LCC Sports Scores

Men’s Baseball
LCC 5 – Miles Community College 3
LCC 1 – Miles Community College 0
LCC 7 – Miles Community College 0
LCC 12 – Miles Community College 2
LCC 10 – Miles Community College 0
LCC 14 – Miles Community College 3

Women’s Softball
OJC  9 – LCC 1
LCC 8 – LCC 7
OJC  10 – LCC 9
OJC  5 – LCC 4
OJC  5 – LCC 2
OJC  4 – LCC 0

LCC Sports Schedules
Men’s Baseball 
Mar. 19 LCC @ La Junta/1pm
Mar. 21 McCook @ LCC/1&3
 
Women’s Softball
Mar. 25 LCC @ Trinidad/1&3
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Rodeo
Mar. 20-22   Lamar @ Gillette

High School Activities
Holly
Mar. 16-20  Spring Break
 
Granada
Mar. 16-20  Spring Break
 
Lamar
Mar. 19 HS/PLAY - “Willy Wonka & the Chocolate
 Factory/7:00 pm
Mar. 20 AV/Choir Dinner concert/6 pm
Mar. 24 HS/National Honor Society Induction
 Ceremony/7 pm
              
Wiley
Mar. 16-20   Spring Break
 
McClave
Mar. 16-20   Spring Break

Nominate Your Coach!
Its that time again to nominate your favorite coach 

for the 13th Annual Merrill E. Brush Coaching Award. 
Any Lamar Middle School or Lamar High School coach 
is eligible for nomination. Applications are available 
at: Lamar High School, Lamar Middle School, Lamar 
School District website www.lamarschools.org and on 
the Lamar Savage Sports Booster Club Facebook page. 
The award will be presented at the Lamar Sports Booster 
Club Athletic Awards Banquet on May 12, 2015 at La-
mar Community Building. The deadline for nomina-
tion is April 2, 2015.



Law Enforcement 
150461 03/06/2015 09:29 WARRANT - LOCAL-MISDEMEANOR
Comments: Gage Coen, age 25, was arrested on a Prowers County warrant for Failure to Appear.

——————————————————————————–
150467 IBARRA, GEORGE 03/06/2015 11:20 - 11:30 SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
Comments: Deputy Ibarra took a report of a phone scam in the 7000 Blk of Cnty Rd UU. RP said a 
recording of male voice with a foreign accent called saying they were going to be federally charged if 
they did not comply and to call this number back. Deputy searched the number 916-476-2430 which 
was found to be a linked to numerous scams.  Deputy also discovered if you do not call the number 
back the calls will stop. The caller(s) are found to be in a country in the Middle East and cannot be 
traced at this time.

——————————————————————————–
150468 HERNANDEZ, ROBERT CLEARED ADULT ARREST 03/06/2015 13:09  WANTED 
PERSON 18-4-401(2)(C) - WARRANT - PROWERS COUNTY
Comments: Vanessa Amber Gaucin, 20 of Lamar, was arrested on a Prowers District warrant with 
charges of Theft and False reporting with a bond of $4,000 any type.

——————————————————————————–
150470  PALACIOS, MICHAEL  3/07/2015 11:01 - 11:34 SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
Comments: Deputy Palacios responded to the 800 blk of West Colorado Street in Holly, on a report 
of criminal mischief. Deputy talked to the RP who a window had been broken by someone throwing 
rocks at it and his dog had been hit by the rocks as well. Deputy checked the area of where the damage 
occurred and didn’t locate any rocks in the area. Photo of the window and dog were taken and the 
matter documented.

——————————————————————————–
150472 PALACIOS, MICHAEL 03/07/2015 15:20 - 15:53 18-9-204.5 - ANIMAL ATTACK
Comments: Deputy Palacios responded to the 9000 blk of Cnty Rd HH.5 on a report of a dog biting 
a juvenile. The juvenile was taken to PMC by personal vehicle and the owner of the dog was issued a 
summons for unlawful ownership of a dangerous dog.

——————————————————————————–
150475 RODRIGUEZ, JUAN 3/07/2015 19:17 THEFT 18-4-401(2)(C) - LARCENY, FROM 
YARD/LAND TRESPASSING - TRESPASSING, PRIVATE PROPERTY
Comments: Deputy Rodriguez responded to the 30000 blk of Cnty Rd JJ on a report of a theft. 
The victim interrupted the suspects from stealing over $5,000 in property.  Incident remains under 
investigation.

——————————————————————————–
150476 SHIVERS, HEATHER 03/07/2015 21:53 - SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
Comments: Deputy Shivers responded to the 19000 blk of Cnty Rd LL on a report of a possible stolen 
cat and towels. Deputy Shivers spoke with the RP and contacted the other party involved. The cat 
returned home to the RP’s residence therefore was not stolen and was safe. No Charges were pressed 
at this time.

——————————————————————————–
3/7/2015 12:00:00 AM    14:52     1501163                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Officers responded to the 800 block of Yucca Dr. on a report of a theft. Officers took a report of ap-
proximately $300 in missing items.

——————————————————————————–
3/7/2015 12:00:00 AM    16:15     1501166                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Carie Hawkins 26, of Lamar, was arrested on an active Lamar Municipal warrant. Hawkins was trans-
ported to Prowers County Jail and is being held on $300 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
3/7/2015 12:00:00 AM    19:23     1501168                HARRIS, MICHAEL
Officer responded to the 800 block of Yucca Dr. for a report of harassment. Charges were declined by 
the complainant. Officer contacted both parties involved and advised them to have no further contact 
with each other.

——————————————————————————–
3/7/2015 12:00:00 AM    23:48     1501172                CAMPBELL, THOMAS
Officers responded to the 700 blk. of W. Oak St. for a report of minors in possession of alcohol. Of-
ficers issued several municipal summons.

——————————————————————————–
3/8/2015 12:00:00 AM    17:11     1501182                KEMP, BRANDEN

Officers arrested Jodi Maestas, 19 and Jordan Sena, 21 of Lamar for identity theft. Both parties are 
being held at the Prowers County Jail on $6,000 bond each.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    00:23     1501185                CAMPBELL, THOMAS
Officers responded to the 1800 blk. of S. 10th St. and assisted an elderly citizen with getting their 
heat functioning.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    00:48     1501186                INMAN, JUSTIN
Officers received a report of theft in the 800 blk. of E. Parkway Ave. This matter is still under inves-
tigation.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    10:30     1501196                LACOST, JASON
Officers conducted a home check on an unregistered sex offender. Matter is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    11:00     1501198                PIERCE, OJ
A Police K-9 was used to apprehend a suspect who had fled on foot from a traffic violation.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    10:35     1501197                CLEVENGER, TANISHA
Officers received a report of an unlicensed driver. Officers performed a voluntary contact on the vehi-
cle. Officers contacted Roger Davis who was found to be revoked. Davis was arrested and transported 
to Prowers County Jail. Davis is being held on a $1,500 bond and a parole hold.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    13:23     1501203                INMAN, JOELENE
Code Enforcement Officer responded to 1107 S. Main St. regarding a white dog whose owner was 
transported to jail. The dog was captured and impounded at the shelter.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    16:31     1501212                WILLIAMSON, DON
Officer was called to the 100 blk. of N. Main St. on a report of man sleeping in the doorway of the 
business. Suspect was asked to leave and left without further incident.

——————————————————————————–
3/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    17:42     1501213                FORGUE, CORY
Officers were called to the 500 blk. of Commercial St. on a theft incident. The incident happened 
last week and about $500 to $600 worth of property was taken from in front of a storage unit. The 
investigation continues with no suspects at this time.

——————————————————————————–
150489 HERNANDEZ, ROBERT CLEARED ADULT ARREST 03/10/2015 10:16 WANTED PERSON 
Comments: Angela Kay Leonard, 29 of Lamar, was arrested at the Prowers County Courthouse on a 
Failure to Comply Prowers District warrant with a bond of $5,000 any type.

——————————————————————————–
Officers contacted Naomi Ortega, 27, in the 100 blk South Olive St. Ortega was taken into custody 
on a warrant and transported to Prowers County. Ortega is being held on a no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Officers contacted Tamra Newman, 29, in the 200 block of South Main. Newman was taken into cus-
tody on a warrant and transported to the Prowers County Jail where she is being held on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Officer arrested Dale Corbin, 39, on an outstanding warrant.  Mr. Corbin is being held at Prowers 
County Jail on a $3,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Officers responded to the 1800 block of South 10th St on report of a traffic complaint.  Subject was 
cited for riding a toy motorcycle on City streets.

——————————————————————————–

Help Solve a Crime, Call the Local Tip Line

Call 719-336-1435 if you want to leave information with the Lamar Police Depart-
ment or the Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office.  The call line is available 24 hours a day 
and you will remain anonymous. The tip line records your messages and information. 
To contact an officer, call the Prowers County Dispatch Center at 719-336-3977.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/


