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Main Street Construction Project Delayed
The Lamar Main Street Overlay project by CDOT won’t begin in February or March
of 2015. The city has received word that the major repair project for Main Street has a
better construction window, perhaps in 2016. The city had requested a Tier II Energy
and Mineral Impact Assistant Grant to finance the replacement of water distribution
mains under the roadway. Josh Cichocki, City Water Manager, told the council that now
that the project has been pushed back a year, the city will ask the Department of Local Affairs to amend the original grant from a Tier II to a Tier I Planning Grant Application for
the planning stages of the water infrastructure upgrades prior to the start of the Overlay
project. The city is requesting $120,000 and will provide in-kind and cash contributions
for a dollar-for-dollar match. Cichocki explained about the postponement, “Now that
CDOT is not in the position to begin any utility work through 2015, it doesn’t make
sense to apply for this grant at this time. One of the qualifiers for the application is a
shovel-ready project and it’s not very shovel-ready right now.”
City Administrator Sutherland said the city had discussed plans with the CDOT representative, Brian Long, about the project’s timing, “Given the way the project is coming
together at this point, it’s unlikely that construction will begin as projected for February
or March. He thinks it’s more likely it will be a Fall project, pending any real preparation
work for next year.” He explained, “This delay will give us time to back off, take a breath
and plan more carefully. We raced into this at a pretty high speed to get it done.”
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The council approved an additional $5,000 in design and engineering fees for the
firm, JVA. This will cover additional expenses to develop a new plan to substitute for the
original access permit at the intersection of Camino de Santa Fe and U.S. Highway 50
near Wal-Mart. The initial CDOT permit would have covered a right-in/right-out only
access, but it required so much work by the city at a higher cost, that the initial permit
was withdrawn and the city re-submitted new plans. The JVA work will study plans for
a full movement access at the intersection. Sutherland told the council, “I think this is
something we can do in the spring next year, probably around March or April, and we’ll
do this with in-house help and do as much as possible by ourselves.”
The LRAB, Lamar Redevelopment Authority Board, approved an Urban Renewal
agreement for the building improvement grant which was awarded to Parker Heating and
Air Conditioning in Lamar. The grant was discussed during an earlier Board meeting
as part of an overview of the criteria the Board would consider for future requests from
businesses in general. Most members felt the funds should be prioritized for construction
projects which would be basic to a structure no matter the manner of the business, such as
exterior walls, ceiling, flooring and some code enforcement upgrades. The Parker Heating and Air agreement calls for $7,971.98 which will come from the 2014 URA budget.
There will be two equal payments and all expenses will be invoiced per the agreement.
The installation of the HVAC system by Parker will serve as a matching payment-in-kind.
The work on the property will need to pass a final inspection before the second payment
is made. The project includes the installation of a furnace, condenser and a new gas line
from the meter to the furnace. Parker Heating and Air recently moved to a new location
at 518 North Main Street in Lamar. The approval is contingent on some alterations in
the contract language.
In other Redevelopment news, City Administrator, John Sutherland, noted that the
city has been in talks with Peter Patel, the owner of the Days Inn Motel on North Main
Street. Sutherland noted that Patel is requesting some relief for utility construction and
building permits for a proposed, twenty room addition to his motel. The cost of construction is roughly estimated at $1.4 million. Sutherland said the fees and labor help
come to $30,000 with $10,000 for the building permit and $20,000 to move an electrical
pedestal and support platform. The Board will take up the requests at a future meeting.
Sutherland said Patel is hiring an environmental assessment firm to study and conduct
some initial test borings on 22 acres he owns and intends to transform into a housing project and commercial properties on the west side of North Main Street. By Russ Baldwin

New Floodplain Management Codes Approved by City
The Lamar City Council conducted a public hearing on the adoption of an amendment for the Lamar Municipal Code regarding Floodplain Management. The amendment change will bring the Lamar code into compliance with the rules and regulations
issued by the Colorado Water Conservation Board in 2011. Communities were given
three years to make the needed changes in their codes. The Lamar Planning and Zoning
Commission unanimously recommend approval of the changes by the Lamar City Council. Administrator John Sutherland explained to the council that in terms of administration duties, it would less burdensome to replace the entire codes instead of a piece-meal
or patchwork of insertions and deletions of phrases, wordage or paragraphs throughout
the code. He noted one specific alteration that will apply to future construction in the
city. “The one critical thing is that they’re providing a certain amount of freeboard on
new construction in a floodplain area. It has to have one foot of freeboard, and they also
make some special provisions for critical infrastructure such as hospitals or schools … all
require freeboard just for safety concerns.” He said another change states that property
owners can’t make substantial changes to their property that negatively impacts their surrounding neighbors or other properties, “There needs to be some consideration for people
who do construction or substantial reconstruction about the impact on other properties
downstream from their site.”
Prowers Medical Center Chief Executive Officer, Craig Loveless, requested some consideration for building fees and permits from the City regarding future renovation plans
for the hospital in 2015 in light of the financial impact the hospital makes on the community. Loveless listed some of the economic numbers for the council. He explained, “This
past year for 2014, we paid out a little over $40,000 in bonuses in the form of Lamar
Luv Bucks, trying to keep those monies here in the community.” He said the hospital
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issued $20,000 in Luv Bucks into the community in the form of employee bonuses and
the hospital plans to continue with that program in the future. Using 2013 figures, as
the 2014 audit is not complete as this time, Loveless stated that Prowers Medical Center
has a $10M annual payroll, Charity cases amount to $2.5M, and $1.5M is spent on local
vendors. He said that in general, the hospital has a $17.6M impact on the community
from its $25M operations budget.
In an effort to enhance services to the community, Loveless said, the Board of Directors recently approved a resolution for revenue bonds for a building project estimated at
just over $8M. “As with any building project, there are plan review fees and building
permit fees and we would request the City Council consider a waiver of those two fees as
we move forward with our building project,” he said. He estimated the combined fees
to be $94,000. Loveless said that money could be used in the construction of two new
operating suites at the hospital. He said those upgraded rooms could be used to decrease
the number of patients that need to travel outside the hospital district area for medical
treatment. The $94,000 he said, amounts to 10% of the new equipment purchases the
hospital plans to make during the renovation project. Mayor Roger Stagner said the
council will discuss the requests, along with the economic impact the hospital provides to
the city and the county and will set aside time for the discussion.
A one-year contract between the city and personal trainer, Kelsey Herrera, for use of
the CV and weight room at the Lamar Community Building was approved by the council.
Rick Akers, Parks and Recreation Director said this is the original contract from 2013 and
is more amenable to all parties involved.
A lease agreement was approved for a land lease with Southeast Colorado Power Association for $1,500 a year. The power company is renting land from the city’s well-field
for their communications tower. The current lease expired in 2010 and according to city
records, was never renewed. Administrator John Sutherland will issue the new contract to
SECPA for their review and authorization.
Lamar Animal Control Officers asked for permission from the Council to waive
adoption fees of $35 for the holiday period to help get the last of the stray pit bull dogs
in the animal shelter adopted by the end of the year. Articles regarding the available dogs
in the shelter were run in both The Lamar Ledger and The Prowers Journal recently in an
effort to provide information on the dogs for interested citizens.
The council approved a resolution to enter into a trust agreement for the Colorado
Firefighter Heart and Circulatory Benefits Trust. A new Colorado Revised Statute requires any full-time firefighter with continuous, full-time employment with any employer
for at least five years be provided a defined level of benefits for certain heart and circulatory malfunctions. A reimbursement fund was established by The Department of Local
Affairs to compensate organizations for purchasing this coverage.
Following a public hearing, for the adoption of a supplemental budget for the City of
Lamar for the current year, the council approved a resolution amending the 2014 budget
increase, allowing funds to be transferred between city spending agencies. Additional revenues were noted for the city from the FAA, the U.S. Department of Justice, the Victims
Assistance Fund balance and the State of Colorado Library grants; additional expenditures
resulted from the Airport project, new E-Force software for E-911, a new drug dog and
library books and supplies provided for through the State grant program.
Administrator Sutherland noted holiday closings for city offices on December 24/25
and January 1st for New Year’s Day. The city council breakfast will be held at Rancher’s
Restaurant on Wednesday, January 7, from 7am to 8am. By Russ Baldwin

Something on your mind? theprowersjournal@gmail.com
Obituaries
Paul Perez - April 18, 1939 - December 26, 2014 - A Mass of Christian Burial for

lifetime Prowers County resident, Paul Perez will be held at 10am on Friday, January 2,
2015 at the St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church with Father
Stephen Olamolu as celebrant. Burial will follow in the Veteran’s Section of Fairmount
Cemetery. A rosary service for Paul will be held at 6pm on Thursday, January 1, 2015
also at the St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church with Deacon
Allan Medina reciting. Visitation for Paul will be held on Thursday, January 1, 2015
from 1pm until 4pm at the Peacock Family Chapel. For online condolences please visit
the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Roberta P. Caddick - April 30, 1931 – December 28, 2014 - A Celebration of Life for
longtime Lamar resident, Roberta Caddick will be held at 10am on Tuesday, January 6,
2015 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Pastor Jordan Wesley officiating. Interment will
follow at Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation for Roberta will be held on Monday, January
5, 2015 from 1pm until 5pm at the Peacock Family Chapel. For current information and
online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Lamar Police Make Heroin Bust
The Lamar Police Department conducted a traffic
stop Tuesday, December 23, 2014, in the 500 block of
North 6th Street. Kevin Ludwig, age 27 of Lamar, was observed driving a vehicle on the roadway with a suspended
driver’s license.
During investigation on the traffic stop, officers located several items of contraband and controlled substances, including approximately 1.5 grams of heroin. Ludwig
was arrested on two counts of possession of controlled
substance, possession of drug paraphernalia, and driving
under revocation.
He was held at the Prowers County Jail on a $4,000
bond.

Laureate Rho Helps Fund Library Projects

There’s more to this small
Christmas tree that meets the
eye. Judy Turpin and Jean Lunt,
members of the Laureate Rho
sorority, recently made a presentation to the Lamar Library for
the holidays. Librarian Debbie
Reynolds received the tree which
was decorated with money.
Regular library patrons,
Olaf and a relative of Bulllwinkle
Moose, look over the shoulders of
the ladies as they pose for a picture of the event. “We’ll use the
donation to help fund the Family Reading Program,” explained Reynolds. Turpin said the
sorority members decided to each donate $5 to the library program in lieu of exchanging
holiday gifts. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events

Thursday, January 1 - Annual Polar Bear Bike Ride, Lamar Com Bld, 1pm-Rain/
Snow or Shine

Monday, January 5 - Free Legal Clinic, 3-6pm @ Lamar Library • City Siren Test @ Noon
Wednesday, January 7 - 7am Lamar Council Brkfst @ Ranchers Restaurant • Noon
Holly Commercial Club @ Methodist Church • 7pm, Holly Trustees

Like Us on Facebook

Your alternative FREE local news source!

theprowersjournal.com

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP

CLINIC HOURS
403 Kendall Drive • Lamar CO 81052
Monday – Thursday
7:00 am – 12:00 Noon • 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
(Walk-Ins Welcome 7:00 am – 8:30 am &
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm)
Friday
7:00 am – 12:00 Noon & 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
(Walk-Ins Welcome 7:00 am – 8:30 am)
Saturday
8:00 am to 12:00 Noon
Walk-Ins Only
Call 719.336.6767
to schedule an appointment
Front Desk Personnel are available during the
lunch hour (12:00 Noon – 1:00 pm) to provide assistance.

MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
CHOICE – CONVENIENCE – COMFORT OF HOME!
www.prowersmedical.com

Get your FREE copy of

The Prowers Journal
Get the latest
local news
everyday!
Be sure to read
The Prowers Journal
online at
www.theprowers
journal.com

And each Wednesday at
these local businesses:
Tank & Tummy
SOS Senior Center
Safeway
Corner Wine & Liquor
Burger King
Valley National Bank
Ho
Holly Town Depot
Green Garden Restaurant

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Your FREE copy of The Prowers
Journal is available each Wednesday at:
Thriftway in Lamar
Reyman’s Grocery in Holly
The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply
North Love’s Store
Taco Johns
A and B Liquor
Daylight Donut
& 50+ Other Businesses
Be sure to read The Prowers Journal
online at www.theprowersjournal.com
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Lamar Manor

Is now taking applications for
1 bedroom apartments
2208 Memorial Drive

For Seniors, Disabled and Handicap Persons
Subsidized by Rural Development according
to income.
This institution is an equal opportunity
provider, and employer.

719-336-4274
Hearing Impaired
1-800-659-2656

Filbeck Realty

Council Community Breakfast
Continuing our efforts to
reach out to our citizens, the City
of Lamar invites you to visit with
your City Council representatives
at an informal breakfast. The
next community breakfast gettogether will be on Wednesday,
January 7, 2015, at 7:00 a.m.,
at Ranchers Restaurant (Lamar
Truck Plaza). Please come share
your concerns with your City
Council representatives.

35500 CR 9

1BR 1 BA - 2.4 AC

$90,000

7 Reese Cr.
3 BR 1.5 BA

$87,500
719-336-4301
719-688-2044

filbeckrealty.com
Real Estate

For Sale
Large 2 bedroom home on six lots in Sheridan Lake
with six adjoining lots available. Home and garage have
steel roofing, hardwood floors in living area and full
basement. Contact Etha Martinson at 719-688-8579.
For Rent
Duplex, two bedroom and one bath at 606 East Cedar in Lamar. $650 a month with $650 deposit - Gas and
Water paid for. No Pets, No HUD Call 719-336-5006
For Rent
Large 2 bedroom apartment, appliances and washer/dryer, off street carport and storage unit. Located at
904 S. 8th St., Lamar - Call 719-931-0006

Help Wanted
Case Manager Wanted!
Southeastern Developmental Services is taking applications for a case manager. You must have at least an
AA degree with 5 years of Developmental Disabilities
related experience, BA degree preferred. Must have excellent organizational, computer and communication
skills. Please apply in person at 1111 South 4th in Lamar. E.O.E.
McClave Five Loaves Pantry

The McClave Five Loaves
Pantry is open the 2nd and
4th Wednesdays of the month
from 4:30 to 6pm.  Call 719691-8065
for
information. The Pantry currently
needs p-nut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce, tortillas, canned
chicken/tuna, catsup, mustard and mayonnaise as well
as personal hygiene items.

Applications Open for Holly Librarian
The Public Library Board is accepting applications
for the position of Librarian through January 2, 2015.
Job description and application forms are available at the
Town Hall. Remit application through USPS: Town of
Holly, PO Box 458, Holly, CO 81047 or hand deliver
to Town Hall, 100 Tony Garcia Drive.

Free Legal Clinic at Your Lamar
Public Library

A free legal clinic for parties who have no attorney, will be featured from 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM on the
FIRST MONDAY of each month at the Lamar Public

Library at 102 E. Parmenter St., Lamar, CO  81052.    By
computer link, volunteer attorneys will answer questions, help fill out forms, and explain the process and
procedure for all areas of civil litigation, including family
law, property law, probate law, collections, appeals, landlord-tenant law, small claims, veterans issues, and civil
protection orders.   Walk-ins are welcome, and everyone
will be helped on a first-come, first-served basis.  
Upcoming dates in 2015 are: Monday, January 5,
February 2;  March 2  April 6;  May 4;  June 1;  July
6;  August 3;  September 7;  October 5;  November 2;
and  December 7, 2015.

2015 Crop Production Workshop

Area farmers are invited to a Crop Production Workshop sponsored by Pioneer DuPont and Colorado State
University Extension. The workshop will take place in
the Bowman Building at the Lamar Community College
on Thursday January 8th, 2015. The program will start
at 9:30am. Topics to be discussed are best management
practices for irrigated corn, nitrogen management, resistant weed control, as well as precision technologies. The
program has been approved for Certified Crop Adviser
and Colorado Commercial Pesticide Applicator Continuing Education Credit Units. Lunch will be provided. For more information on the program and directions
to Lamar Community College please contact your local
Extension Office or Wilma Trujillo at 719 336-7734 or
wilma.trujillo@colostate.edu.

Chamber Seeks Event Listings
for 2015

The Lamar Chamber has started working on our
Annual Community Calendar of Events for 2015. This
is a great resource for anyone in the Community that
is wondering what is going on, or for local Businesses
and Organizations to plan events without conflicting
with one another. If you have any events, or know of
any, that you would like to be included in our calendar please send an email to lamarchamberofcommerce@
gmail.com or call 719-336-4379.
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New Years Rides with PATS
Prowers Area Transit will
provide holiday rides for the New
Year starting at 7pm on December 31st and continue until 2am
the following morning. The rides
are sponsored this year by Prowers
Medical Center.
Call to schedule a pick-up at
336-8034 and large groups should
call asap to reserve their time. Donations will also be accepted at the time
of the ride. Have a safe and Happy
New Year on board with PATS

Birth Announcements
for Dec. 30, 2014

Cassandra and Alberto Jimenez of Lamar announce the birth
of their son, Jeremy Thomas
Jimenez on Friday, December
26, 2014 at 10:12am at Prowers Medical Center with Sharon
Hendricks attending. Jeremy
weighed eight pounds and 4.5
ounces and was 20.5 inches in
length at birth. He has an older
brother, Mathew and grandparents are Vivian and Walter Cave.
Steven and Courtney Crespin of Lamar announce the birth
of their daughter, Analeigh Marie
Crespin on Monday, December
22, 2014 at 7:55pm at Prowers
Medical Center with Sharon Hendricks attending. Analeigh weighed
six pounds-six ounces and was 19
and a quarter inches at birth. She
has a brother, David Crespin in the
home. Grandparents are Christy
McCorkle, Wilma Ferbrache, and
Ron and Margie Crespin.

Law Enforcement
Shadron Stephens, 42, of Lamar was contacted regarding a felony warrant. Stephens was taken into
custody without incident and is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $2,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–

Officers responded to the 200 blk. of Mullen St. for a welfare check on a possible suicidal subject with
a gun. The subject was contacted and was not suicidal.
——————————————————————————–

——————————————————————————–

Officers were contacted in regards to a possible sexual assault that occurred in Lamar city Limits. Matter was forwarded to investigations.

——————————————————————————–

Officers responded to the 1400 block of E. Olive St. on a report of a disturbance. Officers found it
was a custody dispute. Due to the circumstances, an emergency protection order was issued and the
parties were advised to handle the matter through the appropriate court.

Michael Nichols, age 45, was arrested for possession of a controlled substance and held at the Prowers
County Jail on $4,000 bond.
Officers responded to a complaint of vicious animal in the 500 blk of W. Washington St. The dog was
placed in quarantine and the owner was issued a municipal summons.
——————————————————————————–

Officers responded to a report of theft at east Loves Country Store. Jose Carrillo and Christina Delatorre-Gomez were arrested and are being held at the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–

——————————————————————————–

——————————————————————————–

Officers responded to the 200 block of S. Main St. on a report of trespassing. Brian Lohse, age 47
of Lamar, was arrested for second degree trespass and criminal mischief. He was held at the Prowers
County Jail on a $500 bond.

——————————————————————————–

Kevin Ludwig, age 27, was arrested for possession of a controlled substance and held at the Prowers
County Jail on $4,000 bond.

Officers responded to the 200 block of S. 12th St. on a report of a disturbance. George Martinez, age
62 of Lamar, was arrested on several charges and held at Prowers County Jail on a $1,500 bond.
Officers responded to a theft call in the 700 blk of S 9th. St. Officers were told a number of items were
taken from a vehicle. Total estimated value of loss $2,000.
——————————————————————————–

Code enforcement officer responded to Lamar Animal Shelter regarding a dog adoption. Paperwork
was completed and dog was adopted. Adoption fee was waived and spay fee was collected.
——————————————————————————–

Officer responded to the Amtrak station of a call of an unwanted party on the train. Officer assisted
Amtrak personnel with removing party from train.
——————————————————————————–

Officers were dispatched to the 1100 block of South Main on report of a possible theft. Officers detained four subjects for investigation and released them due to lack of evidence.
——————————————————————————–

Corey Tiller 25, of Lamar was arrested on an active Prowers County Warrant. Tiller was transported
to Prowers County Jail and being held on no bond.
——————————————————————————–

Officers responded to the 100 block of N Main St for the report of a criminal mischief. Brigida Licano, age 23, was issued a court summons for criminal mischief.
——————————————————————————–

Juveniles were found in possession of marijuana in the 300 block of North Main St.
——————————————————————————–

Code Enforcement Officers responded to 7000 Cty Rd HH regarding two dogs that had been struck
by a vehicle. One dog was humanely put down and the other was DOA upon officer arrival. The
owner of the dogs was contacted and the carcasses were removed. No further action was taken.
——————————————————————————–

Officers arrested Michael McCoy for driving as a habitual traffic offender in the 2400 blk of S. Main
St. McCoy is being held on $10,000 bond at the Prowers County Jail.
——————————————————————————–

Officers responded to the 700 block E. Mullen St. on a report of a burglary. Offers took a report of
approximately $232 in missing items.
——————————————————————————–

Officers responded to the 500 block of S. 1st St. for the report of a subject walking in the middle of
the street. The subject was unable to be located.
——————————————————————————–

Alfredo Alvarez, age 21, was arrested on an active warrant out of Prowers County and held at the
Prowers County Jail on $500 bond.
——————————————————————————–

Dominic Garcia, 30, of Lamar, was arrested on an active Prowers County warrant. Garcia was transported to Prowers County Jail and is being held on $500 cash only bond.
——————————————————————————–

Officers received a report of a physical altercation in the 200 bk. of Mullen St. This matter is still
under investigation.
——————————————————————————–

Officers were dispatched to the 100 block of East Beach Street in regards to criminal mischief Estimated damage is $100.

——————————————————————————–
——————————————————————————–

Help Solve a Crime, Call the Local Tip Line
Call 719-336-1435 if you want to leave information with the Lamar Police Department or the Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office. The call line is available 24 hours a day
and you will remain anonymous. The tip line records your messages and information.
To contact an officer, call the Prowers County Dispatch Center at 719-336-3977.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/
Public Notice - Board Positon on Tourism Tax Panel
The Prowers County Board of Commissioners is accepting letters of interest from persons
who are residents of Prowers County to fill one (1) position on the nine-member Prowers County
Lodging Tax Tourism Panel. Each term is for three (3) years and will expire in December 2017.
The Lodging Tax Tourism Panel was established in December 2005 to administer the funds
created by the 2% lodging tax which was passed by the voters in November 2005. The revenue
from the lodging tax has specific guidelines for its use set by the Colorado Statutes. The lodging
tax revenue may only be used for advertising and marketing which will bring people from outside
the County into Prowers County for events.
The Board reviews applications from area organizations and individuals for funding to help
with their advertising and marketing expenses for events held in Prowers County.
The Colorado Statutes stipulate that directors must be from the tourism industry. Each
director serves a three (3) year term and is required to attend monthly meetings on the third
Tuesday of each month.
The letters of interest should be addressed to the Prowers County Board of County Commissioners, 301 South Main Street, Suite 215, Lamar, CO 81052 and may also be faxed to
#(719) 336-2255 or e-mailed to ctyadmin@prowerscounty.net. Letters must be received by 5:00
p.m. on January 5, 2015.

Recently Received Obituaries
C.A. “Cricket” Barber - February 9, 1920 – December 28, 2014 - A graveside funeral service
for longtime Granada resident C.A. “Cricket” Barber will be held at 1pm Saturday January 3,
2015 at the Hillside Cemetery in Granada. For additional information and online condolences
please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Edward C. “Ebbie” Reish - February 2, 1922 – December 29, 2014 - A celebration of life
for lifelong Prowers County resident Edward C. Reish affectionately known to many as Ebbie, will
be held at 2pm on Friday, January 2, 2015 at the Lamar Presbyterian Church with Reverend Rory
Gillespie officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation for Ebbie will be held
at the Peacock Funeral Home on Friday, January 2, 2015 from 9am until the time of service. For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
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High Plains Earns Awards and Funds from U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services
High Plains SignRecently the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services awarded $36.3 million in Affordable Care Act funding to
expand quality improvement in community health centers.
The funding is used to reward community health centers that have
a proven record in clinical quality improvement, including better patient care, and expanding and improving systems to provide the highest
quality of primary care services to the communities they serve.
Health Centers receiving these funds are recognized for high levels
of quality performance in one or more of the following categories.
• Health center quality leaders received awards if they were among the
top 30 percent of all health centers that achieved the best overall clinical
outcomes, demonstrating their ability to focus on quality in all aspects
of their clinical operations.
• National quality leaders received awards for exceeding national clinical benchmarks for chronic disease management, preventive care, and
perinatal/prenatal care, demonstrating the critical role that health centers play in promoting higher quality health care nationwide.
• Clinical Quality Improvers received awards if they demonstrate at
least a 10 percent improvement in clinical quality measures between
2012 and 2013, showing a significant improvement in the health of the
patients they serve.
• Electronic Health Record reporters received funding if they used
EHRs to report clinical quality measure data on all of their patients,
a key transformational step in driving quality improvement for health
center patients across the nation.
Of the eighteen community health centers in Colorado, High
Plains Community Health Center located in Lamar was the only center
that earned awards in all four categories. Jay Brooke, CEO of HPCHC
notes “It is a great honor for High Plains to be recognized in this manner and is a tribute to the commitment of all our staff to deliver quality
care and our patients for working with us to improve their health.”
Visit http://www.highplainschc.net to learn more about High Plains
Community Health Center.

Final Details for Toys for Tots
The final touches for toy distribution took place at Lincoln
School this past Saturday, December 20, as Darlene Lopez and her
volunteers sorted the gifts into bags for distribution throughout Lamar and Prowers County on the 24th.

The toy room has stacks of bagged toys in one corner and all
four walls are lined with four or five foot tall boxes, filled with assorted gifts. These are marked by age groups and gender for girls or
boys. The tricky part comes when the volunteer takes a 30 gallon
trash bag which has been pre-marked with a list detailing what kinds
of toys they’ll select to fill the bags. Lopez said she’s been doing this

for years now, but always gets a pain in the pit of her stomach that
something will happen or go wrong. Somehow, though, it all seems
to work out.
One volunteer follows another in a walking assembly line, reading off the list taped to their bag. One big box is filled with balls of all
kinds, kick balls, basketballs, footballs, soccer balls and almost every
bag gets one or even two. “We still have to stretch to find gifts each
year for the hardest category, and that’s young teenage boys,” Lopez
explains. Some sports items will work, but as no clothes are used for
gifts, it’s difficult to find something appropriate.
Once the bag has been filled from the list, it’s sealed and placed in
the hallway at Lincoln School, ready for the next step in the process,
making it ready for distribution. Lopez has followed a set of logistics
that have been used for over 20 years and she’s developed some of her
own ideas. It’s easier, though, for those making deliveries, to concentrate in two or three blocks where their recipients live, instead of hopscotching all over the town, wasting time, energy and gas.
All the gift bags and bikes are moved to the gymnasium by the
24th for pick up. Since 5am that morning, Jason and Amber Herrera
have been cooking the Christmas dinner. Ham, turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, green beans and gravy are put into Styrofoam containers to accompany the gifts. “We cooking about 1,240 meals,” Herrera
said, as he was switching one empty tray of food for a full one along
the assembly line. By 10:30, they were less than halfway home. Lopez
barely had a minute to talk as she was directing the flow of volunteers,
but confirmed that there were more families this year than last.
“We had around 900 requests last year and this time, we’re up
to around 1,230 so there have been more,” she said. The extra requests also mean more time spent in assembling the gifts and meals
and a few more stops for the volunteers. There are some snags, one
or two addresses don’t always match or a house is now vacant with no
one to deliver to. Lopez takes it in stride. She knows it’s happened
before and it’ll probably happen again next year. By mid-afternoon,
the rounds have been completed, there’s some general clean-up to be
done and then she and her helpers can enjoy their holiday and some
well-deserved rest. By Russ Baldwin
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Drought Information Statement from NWS
November in Colorado experienced temperature extremes, starting
out warm in the eastern Plains. The month saw at or below normal
precipitation across most of south central and southeastern Colorado, except for portions of the Continental Divide and the southeast mountains
which saw well above normal precipitation.
Despite generally below normal precipitation across much of the
area, the US Drought Monitor shows little change in current conditions
as the late fall and winter months across southern Colorado are climatically dry months.
The current Drought Monitor continues to indicate severe drought
(D2) conditions in place across the eastern two-thirds of Crowley County, eastern Otero County, the eastern two-thirds of Las Animas County
and all of Kiowa, Bent, Prowers and Baca Counties. Moderate (D1)
conditions are found in western Las Animas County and the rest of Otero
and Crowley Counties.
CPS and VIC Soil Moisture calculations continue to indicate near
normal conditions across most of south central and southeast Colorado
with slightly drier conditions being indicated across portions of the San
Luis Valley and the far southeast Plains. Streamflow across the area at
the end of November remained generally near to slightly above seasonal
average. Reservoir storage at the end of November across southern Colorado showed marked improvement over the last few years, although these
levels continue to be the lowest in the state.
In the Arkansas Basin, storage levels on December 1st were at 80%
of average overall, compared to 59% of average overall at this same time
last year. In the Rio Grande Basin, storage levels on December 1st were
at 64% of average overall, compared to 56% of average overall at this
same time last year.
The Climate Prediction Centers outlook across south central and
southeastern Colorado over the next week indicate better chances of above
normal precipitation and a slight tilt to above normal temperatures. With
a weak El Nino still expected to emerge through the winter season, the
outlook for the rest of December, January and February includes equal
chances of above normal or near normal temperatures and a light nod
to above normal precipitation across southern Colorado. With this in

mind, the CPC Seasonal Drought Outlook valid through February 28,
indicates drought conditions remaining across southeastern Colorado,
though showing some improvement across the southern mountains.
Here are precipitation amounts in southeast Colorado, comparing
November 2014 to last month:
Nov 2013
Nov 2014
Springfield
0.40
0.06
Campo
0.10
0.32
Sugar City
0.32
0.37
Eads
0.10
0.21
Burlington
0.35
0.15
La Junta
0.43
0.74
Holly
0.38
0.00
Lamar
0.33
0.29
Two Buttes
0.23
0.17

Main Street Holiday Craft Show Raises Funds
Ten different vendors, rotating off and on at the seasonal Craft Show
at 201 South Main Street in Lamar, raised $360 for two local charitable
organizations. Betty Civis, along with Lenora Springer and Virginia
Hernandez, donated their time to help run the Craft Show from November 14 to December 21. Civis said the funds will be divided equally
between The Compassion Center and Sparrowhouse Ministries. All three
organizers offered a special thanks to Bill and Linda Owens as the office
space was donated by them and Stockman’s Motor Lounge.
The Craft Show was open every Friday thru Sunday up to December
21. Vendors offered jewelry, baked goods, unique gift items and homemade crafts. Shoppers were also encouraged to drop off a non-perishable
food item when they visited the temporary store and the donations were
delivered to the pantries. By Russ Baldwin

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit offers public transportation Monday thru
Friday from 7:30am to 5pm. Please make reservations 24 hours in advance. Call for your ride at 719-336-8034. Senior Discount Tickets are
available in the front office at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

