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CARE FOR ALL AGES
 Same day appointments
 Walk-in sick care Mon-Sat 8-9 am
 Walk-in evening appts M-Th 5-7
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Medical 336-0261
Dental 336-8445
Adult Health 336-6976
Pediatrics 336-6977
Wiley Clinic 829-4286
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City Council Discusses Airport Hangar Development,
Camera System at Library
The Lamar City Council and area residents were presented with the latest concept
designs for the city’s Park’s, Recreation and Trails Master Plan during a council work
session, Monday, April 28, at the Cultural Events Center. Britina Design Group was
commissioned by the council to develop a series of ideas for four main recreation areas
in Lamar. The designs were derived from suggestions provided by local residents during
a series of community meetings. Kristin Cypher of Britina noted that she was gratified
to see the amount of community input that resulted from several community conversation meetings. Each of the four areas will present opportunities along with challenges.
She said some of the next steps to follow will be to find community ‘champions’ who
will speak for and organize residents in their respective sections of Lamar. More team
meetings, especially with City of Lamar staff have been planned for the next two weeks,
neighborhood meetings will be scheduled for May and June and the final design concepts
for the four areas of the city will be fine tuned, as well as the costs of the proposals. This
will occur in June and July. The Healthy Places project began almost a year ago with an
initial visit from ULI representatives and Lamar residents for one week in April. Lamar
is one of three and the only rural community selected for this project in Colorado. The
reasons driving the selection was due to the economic hardships faced by the residents as
well as the high level of obesity in the county for younger residents.
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RON COOK
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ACE Tire Service
Specializing in All
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Suite 1
Lamar, CO 81052

Protecting YOUR Family’s Standard of Living
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MOBILE BANKING

Easy & Secure
www.valleynationallamar.com
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FRONTIER BANK
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Visit Us @ theprowersjournal.com or Call 336-9095

KELLI HESS, Loan Officer

The city has proposed private development and ownership of hangars at the Lamar
Municipal Airport. The City and the Lamar Airport Advisory Board have been refining
an agreement for current hangar lessees and those on a waiting list. Four individuals have
expressed interest to build T-hangars for their aircraft near the fuel farm at the airport
and a Development Agreement has been reviewed for the Council’s consideration. The
Agreement can be modified through negotiations with each hangar developer as needed.
After discussion the council decided the parcels should be uniform at 60 by 60 feet, but
the actual hanger dimensions could be smaller per the size of the aircraft. The Council
authorized the Mayor to negotiate with those seeking to construct privately owned hangars on city owned land at the airport. The owner will pay the city a land lease payment
of between $0.115 and $0.11975 per square foot annually. That lease fee is still subject
to negotiations.
The council approved amending a contract to the airport engineering firm, Jviations,
to allow for the design, engineering and construction administration of the PAPI project.
Precision Approach Path Indicator lighting will be installed and paid for by a CDAG
grant the city was awarded for the project. The contract includes a total cost of $27,011
for the replacement of the indicators.
The council authorized the purchase of a security camera system for the Lamar Library. An assessment of costs and camera placement in the building was conducted by
Security Alarm Systems for $4,760. Lamar Librarian, Debbie Reynolds, said the library
board decided the system is needed to cover both the library and hallway of the city complex. She said there is not enough staff on hand to currently monitor activities not in
direct line of sight by the library employees. The security system, she said, would allow
staff members to be moved to other areas of the library and eventually place self-service
checkout stations which will free staff member for other projects. Reynolds said the project is not included in the 2014 budget, but a portion of the funds from the leftover library
bond monies could be used.
The council authorized a pledge of $10,000, contingent of the award of a TIGER VI
grant, to repair and upgrade the BNSF railroad tracks for the Amtrak Southwest Chief.
The Southwest Kansas Coalition and Garden City, KS have asked the State of Colorado
and involved communities to support the application through Garden City for the grant.
Southeast Colorado communities along the rail line who have pledged funds toward their
$250,000 goal include La Junta at $10,000; Pueblo at $100,000; Trinidad at $25,000;
Prowers County at $10,000; BNSF at $2 million and Amtrak at $4 million. The State of
Colorado has not announced a pledge at this time. If the grant is awarded, the matching
funds will not be needed until at least 2016.
Shawna Hodge, Lamar Main Street Coordinator, told the council the city is eligible
to apply for a $6,000 DOLA, Department of Local Affairs, mini-grant. A minimum
cash match of 25% or $1,500 is required. She said the funds will be used to complete
the second phase of the streetscape enhancements started last year. This included painting the street light posts, benches and trash receptacles. The new project would run from
north of the railroad tracks to Maple Street, along Main Street. The council approved the
application. Past funding helped create a new brand for the community in 2012 and the
second year funded a market niche study.
The council gave approval to continue to pursue a Tier 1, Energy and Mineral Impact Grant that will help Lamar become GIS, Geographic Information System, capable.
Similar to GPS, Global Positioning, the GIS system stores, displays and analyzes information that will be referenced geographically. Roberto Becerril, Director of the City Planning Department, and Shawna Hodge, explained the request for $30,933 equals 41%
of the estimated cost of the project, at $75,190. The balance of the project budget for
the city, $13,257, would be provided by the City and County’s in-kind contributions,
as well as state and federal funding which is still being sought. The new system would
allow for quicker emergency response capabilities, aid in mapping and zoning, identify
floodplains and help coordinate efforts among the city’s departments and agencies. Water
and wastewater emergency responses would be improved when city crews are provided
with locations for manholes, valves and listings of previous repairs. Becerril said on-going
fees would need to be included in future funding. He added that five users would have
computer access to the program, such as the city police and fire department. He said he’d
like to develop a citizen access to the website for distribution for open public information
such as zoning, flood plain areas, ownership of property and an address base.
Representatives from the Fair Board requested the council to waive fees at WillowCreek Park during the annual Wild West BBQ contest. The fees cover use of the picnic
tables and electric outlets at the park during the event, running May 8 through the 10th.
Overnight camping at the park has already been approved. The council approved the
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Continued from front...
waiver, but reminded organizers to keep large vehicles off the Park grass and caution BBQ
contestants from dumping their used coals on the lawn as well.
A public hearing was held for a modification of premise application for Kenneth Roe,
owner of Olive Street Station. Roe wants to increase storage at his liquor store at 403 East
Olive Street and plans to use the office space for the service station in order to provide the
needed space for his liquor operation. The council voted in favor of the application.
To view the complete article, please visit theprowersjournal.com.

Obituaries
Juanita M. Conklin - 1925 – March 26, 2014 - Juanita M. Conklin, a life-long resi-
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Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
Toll Free 888.336.9011
719.456.1339
Derek & Angela
Riner

valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

dent of Las Animas, Colorado, gained her angel wings peacefully on March 26, 2014
at Bonell Good Samaritan Center in Greeley, Colorado. Memorial services to celebrate
Juanita’s life will be held Saturday, May 17, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. at Horber Funeral Chapel
in Las Animas, Colorado. For more information or for online condolences visit our website at www.horberfuneralchapel.com.
Raymond D. “Ray” Borns - July 13, 1930 – April 22, 2014 - A Celebration of Life
for longtime Kit Carson resident, Raymond D. Borns, was held Saturday, April 26, 2014
at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Kit Carson, CO with Pastor Martin Davis officiating.
Interment followed in the Kit Carson Cemetery. For current information and online
condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Loetta M. Cline - December 22, 1930 – April 22, 2014 - Funeral services for Loetta
M. Cline were held Saturday, April 26, 2014 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly,
Colorado. Burial followed in the Holly Cemetery with Pastor Eugene Birt officiating. For
more information or to leave online condolences please visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Lyndon Thomas Wagner - September 21, 1984 – April 22, 2014 - Funeral services for
Lyndon Thomas Wagner were held Tuesday, April 29, 2014 at the Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly with Rev. Kathy Leathers officiating. Burial followed at the Holly
Cemetery. For more information, or for online condolences, you may visit the website at
www.valleymemorialfuneralchapel.com.
Louis B. Carr - February 21, 1928 – April 25, 2014 - Graveside services for Bristol,
Colorado resident, Louis Carr were held Monday, April 28, 2014 at the Sunny Slope
Cemetery in Bristol, Colorado with Ian Blacker officiating. For more information or to
leave online condolences please visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Robert Dean “Bob” Williams - November 20, 1932 – April 25, 2014 - A Celebration
of Life for former Lamar resident, currently of Rockmart, Georgia, Robert Dean Williams
will be held at 11:00am on Saturday, May 3, 2014 at the Church of Christ with Kevin
“Bon” May, Curtis Hartshorn and Fred Bozeman co-officiating. Interment will follow in
Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation will be held on Friday, May 2, 2014 from 5:00pm until
7:00pm at the Peacock Family Chapel and Saturday, May 3, 2014 from 9:00am until
time of service at the Church of Christ. For current information and online condolences
please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Janea Raylene Aguilera - January 1, 2000 – April 28, 2014 - A Celebration of Life
for lifetime Lamar resident Janea Raylene Aguilera will be held at 11:00am on Thursday,
May 1, 2014 at the Lamar Community Building with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian
Church officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation for Janea
will be held on Wednesday, April 30, 2014 from 1:00PM until 7:00PM at the Peacock
Family Chapel. For current information and online condolences please visit the website
at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive Lamar CO
(719) 336-6767

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER
403 Kendall Drive Lamar CO
(719) 336-3179

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
215 Maple Avenue Las Animas CO
(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS: 7:00 – 8:30 AM
EVENINGS: 5:00 – 8:00 PM
SATURDAYS: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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Valley National Bank Donates to New LCC Dorm
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Marples Country Market
“the health food store”

Your 1st Stop for
Allergy Relief !
101 North 4th St.
Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.4001
Mon - Fri: 10-6 • Sat: 10-4
marpleshealthfd@ria.net
Kay Marples, Owner/Herbalist
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And each Wednesday at
these local businesses:
Tank & Tummy
SOS Senior Center
Safeway
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Valley National Bank in Lamar has donated $60,000 towards construction of the first
of three planned residency pods for Lamar Community College. “This is an outstanding
donation from the bank,” said LCC President John Marrin, Monday, April 21, at the
bank’s office on South 4th Street.
Marrin said the donation will go a long way to the construction costs of the 14 unit
dorm, planned to house 28 students. He estimated the cost to be about $950,000 with
the building at $650,000 and the infrastructure at $300,000. Marrin said earlier that
increased dorm space will allow enrollment to continue to grow at the college. He’s also
made requests to the city and the county for in-kind contributions for infrastructure construction which would help keep overall costs down.
Ann Marie Crampton, president of the LCC Foundation, also voiced appreciation
for the bank’s donation. Marrin said he believed the college could break ground on the
new dorm in January if donations continue for the project, allowing construction to start,
while the balance of the costs are still being sought. Those donations to date are in excess
of $100,000. He said if events continue as planned, the new residence could be ready for
occupancy by the fall of 2015. Crampton said the college was told the Boettcher Foundation is also contributing $25,000 towards the dorm project. Denise Carder, marketing
director for Valley National Bank, said the firm is happy to be able to make the contribution which will enable enrollment to continue to increase at LCC. By Russ Baldwin
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Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design • Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps
Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
email: lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

Upcoming Events
May 1-6 - LCC Region IX Softball Tournament
Thursday, May 1 - Ark Valley Water Forum, Bowman Bldg, LCC - 7pm
Friday, May 2 - LCC Nursing Pinning • LCC Antelope Night • Voces Unidas Scholarship Dinner @ Lamar Eagles Lodge, 5pm

Saturday, May 3 - High Plains Walking Club – 9am at the LCC Wellness Center • 75th

Commencement at Lamar Community College, 10am
Sunday, May 4 - Poker Run benefitting Relay for Life – Registration starts at 11am, ride
starts at noon at the Lamar Chamber of Commerce Parking Lot
Monday, May 5 - Cinco de Mayo • Prowers County Free Legal Clinic – 3-6pm at
the Lamar Public Library – First Come, First Served! • Lamar Relay For Life meeting at
United Methodist Church at 7pm.
Tuesday, May 6 - Lamar MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Meeting – 8:30-11:00am at
the Lamar Christian Church • High Plains Photography Club Meeting – 6:30-8:00pm in
the Lamar Public Library’s Cultural Events Center
Wednesday, May 7 - Lamar City Council Breakfast Meeting, Rodeway Cow Palace Inn,
7-8am • Holly Commercial Club, Noon, Methodist Church • Holly Trustees Meeting, 7pm

Advertise your Yard Sale in the Prowers Journal
Deadline to be listed in print is Tuesday by Noon

Jeff Wittman
Insurance
Agency

Medicare Supplements
Long Term Care
Dental, Life & Annuities

See Us About
Insurance
Savings
Phone (719) 688-6462
Fax (719) 537-6086
turftack@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 218
Holly, Colorado 81047

Personal Service for Medicare Needs

Filbeck Realty

Lamar, CO
336-4301 688-2044
www.filbeckrealty.com

2 Houses at
514 East Parmenter

$50,000

308 South 6th

$64,000

Public Notice
Applications are currently being accepted by the City of
Lamar for an appointment to
the City Council for the position formerly held by George
“Skip” Ruedeman, who has
tendered his resignation. Interested persons must reside
within Ward II of the City of
Lamar. Boundaries for Ward II
are: That entire sector within
the City being located north
of east Olive Street, west of
Main Street and east of Eighth
Street extended south to intersect the south City limits and
extended north to intersect the
north City limits. Further, all
of that sector being located
south of Parkway Drive, north
of the Fort Bent Canal, west of
Parkview Avenue and east of
south Main Street. Further, all
of that sector north of Washington Street, west of Eighth
Street, south of the Lamar Canal and east of 13th Street.
Forms may be obtained from:
City Administrator’s Office
102 East Parmenter • Lamar
CO 81052-3239
Phone: 336-1365
Completed forms must be returned to the City Administrator’s Office by 4:00 P.M., Tuesday, May 6, 2014.

Miscellaneous
Wanted
Accordion Wanted, Older model OK, I’ll pay cash, also
looking for old tube amplifier - 719-313-8346
Wanted
Wanted, Radio Vacuum tubes, testers, vintage stereo
electronics, speakers amp 1960s or older I’ll pay cash
719-313-8346
Thanks
The family of Wayne Clausen would like to say thanks
to all who attended his “Surprise 90th” birthday party! It
was truly a “Surprise” for him and one he greatly appreciated. Thank you again for helping him celebrate this
very special birthday! Also, Thanks for the many cards
and well wishes he received!

Yard Sales
Lamar United Methodist Women Rummage Sale
107 South 6th, Lamar - Friday, May 2 from 8:00 am to
6:00 pm and Saturday, May 3 from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.
Please NO parking in the alley!
Storage Unit Sale
C & C Storage – 500 Commercial St – Lamar, CO
81052 – Saturday, May 3 from 8-12
Yard Sale
307 Hackberry (Off Memorial Drive), Lamar - Saturday, May 3 from 7:45 to Noon. Tool chest, wood
scraps, miter saw, ammo boxes, light fixtures, seed trays,
greenhouse frame, Kirby vacuum, cookbooks, T-posts,
concrete blocks, pictures. No early birds; cash only.
Yard Sale
7854 Highway 196, Lamar - Saturday, May 3 from
8am to 1pm. Basketball return game, weights system,
clothes, household items, and furniture.

Yard Sale
1202 South 12th, Lamar - Saturday, May 3 from 8am
to 12pm - Household & decrative items, linens, clothes,
sewing machine, new and numerous other items.
4 Family Yard Sale
205 North 6th, Lamar (In the alley at the back of the
house) – Friday, May 2 from 10am to 5pm and Saturday,
May 3 from 7am to 2pm. Clothes of all sizes including
baby boy and baby girl, home interior decor and pictures. Something for everyone – too much to mention.

Real Estate
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE LOCATION
313 South Fifth Street Lamar, CO; Suites Two and Three
800 sq. Feet - All newly remodeled; Utilities Included;
Call Lori 336-7000.
For Rent
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments for rent, some remodeled. $365.00 to $475.00. No Pets. Ask for any rental
concessions. 719-691-5040.

Recycle Ink Cartridges

Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the
Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.   The Lamar
Eagles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the
funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

Help Wanted
Help Wanted
Visit www.needtoearnmore.com and use code # 04247
or call 719-688-5292
Now Hiring
Prowers Medical Center is now hiring a Maintenance
Worker 1 for a full time position. Apply online at: www.
prowersmedical.com or pick up an application at 401
Kendall Dr, Lamar, CO 81052 EOE

Help Wanted Continued on back...
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City of Lamar Stage 2
Water Restrictions
No Watering on Friday.  Properties East of Highway 287
may water on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday.
Properties West of Highway
287 may water on Saturday, Monday and Wednesday.   Watering
hours are from Midnight to
10am and from 6pm to Midnight on your permitted days.

Meeting Dates for
Relay for Life
All meetings will take place at
7:00 pm at the Lamar United
Methodist Church.
May 5 and 19 and June 2nd
Teams are encouraged to attend and find out what we are
doing new in 2014! For more
information, please contact
Sherri Kerr at 719-336-3855
Veterans Benefit from
Online Info
Use www.myhealth.va.gov and
go online at this new Veteran
Health Portal and discover
what benefits the VA can offer you and your family. My
HealthVet is a Gateway to
Optimal Health for Vets. Call
your local VA representative in
Prowers County, Jeremy Miller,
at 719-336-2606.

Help Wanted - Continued

Colorado Welcome Center Manager
The City of Lamar is seeking a skilled professional, preferably with program-management
skills, to operate and manage the Colorado Welcome Center located at the Lamar Train Depot.
The successful candidate, under the guidance of the Colorado Tourism Board, administers, coordinates, supervises, and controls budgeting, auditing, and accounting activities for the Lamar
Welcome Center.
This is a contractual position, that performs duties and obligations in accordance with the
“Colorado Welcome Center Program-Managers Operations Manual, 1994.”
HOW TO APPLY: Submit a cover letter, resume and current contact information for five (5)
references to: Welcome Center Manager Search, ATTN: Human Resources, 102 East Parmenter
St., Lamar, CO 81052. Closing date: Friday, May 16, 2014. EOE
Maintenance Worker, Senior
Under general supervision, performs a variety of skilled and semi-skilled manual labor in
the construction, maintenance, and repair of public works, sanitation, utility operations, public
buildings, and equipment; operates light and medium duty equipment and trucks up to 2 1/2
tons on a regular basis. Must have a Commercial Driver’s License (CDL).
Applications and job description may be picked-up at the City Administrator’s office. Applications must be received in the Human Resources Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter,
Lamar, CO 81052-3299 by 4:00pm, Friday, May 16, 2014. Contingent upon job offer, the successful applicant will be required to take a pre-employment physical and drug/alcohol test and
also provide a current motor vehicle record. EOE
Program Manager
Lamar Housing Authority is accepting applications for the position of Program Manager for
our Strainhurst Courts and South apartments. Strainhurst Apartments fall under HUD guidelines and the desirable candidate must be willing and capable of working with the elderly and
disabled. The Program Manager must be capable of meeting deadlines and understanding and
following HUD rules and regulations. Applicants must be 18 years of age or older, possess a valid
driver’s license and have computer experience. This position is a 32 hour work week with paid
holidays following a 60 day probationary period. We offer paid health and vision insurance and
all employees of Lamar Housing Authority are required to participate in our PERA Retirement
Plan. Compensation will be based on experience. Please pick up an application at Lamar Housing Authority, 804 South Main, Lamar, Colorado, between the hours of 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM.
The deadline to submit applications is May 7, 2014.
Production Assistant
TriOak Foods West a premier pork production company is looking for a production assistant
to work in our Lamar Colorado location.
Job description includes general clerical duties, receive and distribute supplies, assist inside
the farm facilities as needed, work with our corporate office as it relates to Human Resources and
Accounting tasks.
Normal working hours will be Monday through Friday however this position will at times be
required to work longer hours if necessary to meet the expectations of the job. This could include
nights, weekends, holidays and an on-call schedule. Starting wage based on experience. Benefit
package includes health, life, dental, and vision insurance, vacation and 401k. Applicants must
be able to pass a pre-employment drug test, have a valid driver’s license and be bilingual.
The individual hired for this position must be familiar with Microsoft Office products, have
strong organizational and time management skills and the ability to maintain confidentiality.
Applications can be obtained at 109 West Lee Avenue in Lamar and submitted either by
emailing the application and/or resume to tracy.jones@trioak.com or sending as a fax to 515.2335217. TriOak Foods West is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Recycle Ink Cartridges

Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.  The
Lamar Eagles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the funds for scholarships for local high
school seniors.

Poker Run
Ride your bike or drive your car and bring your friends for an afternoon of fun! Join us for
a Poker Run on May 4. Registration starts at 11am at the Lamar Chamber of Commerce Parking Lot and the ride begins at Noon. Participants will visit Wiley, Sheridan Lake, and Granada
before ending at the Prowers County Fairgrounds. There will be a sloppy joe dinner with chips,
drink and dessert for $5 and a 50/50 drawing. Proceeds of the Poker Run will benefit Lamar
Relay for Life. For more information, call Heather Burkhart 931-0013, Sherri Kerr 336-3855,
Betty Ortega 469-9571, Sheila Forbes 688-2954, or Ashley Brookshire 251-7545.

Free Legal Clinic at Your Lamar Public Library
A free legal clinic for parties who have no attorney, will be featured from 3:00 PM - 6:00
PM on the FIRST MONDAY of each month at the Lamar Public Library at 102 E. Parmenter St., Lamar, CO  81052.    By computer link, volunteer attorneys will answer questions, help fill out forms, and explain the process and procedure for all areas of civil litigation,
including family law, property law, probate law, collections, appeals, landlord-tenant law,
small claims, veterans issues, and civil protection orders.   Walk-ins are welcome, and everyone
will be helped on a first-come, first-served basis.  Upcoming dates are:  May 5,   June 2,   July
7,   August 4,   September 9*,   October 6,   November 3,   and December 1. * Clinic date
shifted due to Labor Day holiday.

Men’s Softball
The Men’s Rec Softball League is starting next week. All games will be played on Tuesdays
from May 6th through August 5th at the Lamar Softball Complex. The fee for each team
is $250 and payment must be turned in with team registration form. All registration forms
must be turned in no later thanThursday, May 1st - no exceptions! Also on May 1st, there
will be a coaches meeting at 5:45pm at the Community Building. For more information,
stop by the Community Building or visit lamarparksandrec.com.

CO-ED Softball
It’s time again for CO-Ed Softball! Both competitive and recreation leagues will be offered. All games will
be played on Mondays at the Lamar Softball Complex starting May 5th and running through August
4th. The cost for registration is $250 per team and no registration forms will be accepted without payment. The deadline for registration is Thursday, May 1 at 5pm. There will also be a coaches meeting May
1 at 5:30 at the Community Building. There is an eight team maximum per league, so sign up early!

PCDI/CSU Hosting Ag Legacy Seminar at Cow Palace Inn
At the seminar to be presented on May 7th, 7:00pm – 8:30pm, at the Cow Palace Colorado
Room,  Jeff Tranel will present an overview of legacy/succession planning. His presentation
will be very interactive as Jeff shares the four pillars of a lasting legacy – (1) values and life
lessons, (2) personal possession of emotional value, (3) final wishes and instructions, and
(4) financial assets and real estate – and the importance of intra-family communications.
Jeff will also share several resources available to families for planning their estates, developing succession plans, and leaving lasting legacies.  The cost for this seminar is only $5 per
person.  Please call the PCDI office at 336-2384 or email at pcdi@procolorado.org to reserve
your place.  Walk-ins are also welcome.

Colorado State Budget Forecast
The Colorado Futures Center from CSU will host a discussion on the future aspects of Colorado’s State Budget on Monday, May 19th from 6:30 to 8pm at Lamar Community College.  The Center’s staff will present their findings on the sustainability of the state budget
between now and 2030.  The presentation will detail Colorado’s fiscal health; identify areas
for improvement as well as concerns through the year 2030.  The seminar will be held in the
LCC Large Lecture Hall at Bowman Building.  Call 719-336-7734 for information.

Meeting Dates for
Relay for Life
All meetings will take place at
7:00 pm at the Lamar United
Methodist Church.
May 5 and 19
and June 2nd
Teams are encouraged to attend
and find out what we are doing
new in 2014! For more information, please contact Sherri Kerr
at 719-336-3855

Prowers Medical Group
Hosts Open House
Prowers Medical Group,
PMG, is hosting an open house,
Friday, May 9 from 2p to 4pm.
This will give local residents an
opportunity to meet their medical providers and join in a casual
conversation to get to know them
better.
See you May 9 at Prowers
Medical Group at 403 Kendall
Drive in Lamar. Refreshments
will be served.

LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department
receives found property on a continual basis that includes bicycles,
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses
and numerous other items. These
items are kept for 6 months in an
attempt to locate the owners. We
encourage persons with lost property to contact the police department Monday through Friday
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Recycle Your E-Waste
Drop off your plastic and electronic
waste at the Lamar Thriftway parking lot every 2nd and 4th Saturday
between 10am to 2pm. There
is a small fee to cover the cost of
hauling away the materials. For
more information, contact Shawna
Hodge, Lamar Partnership Incorporated executive director at 719688-8073. Materials include video
screens, tv’s, cell phones, printers,
computer towers, etc.
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Weekend Sports Scores:
Baseball

Lamar 3 – La Junta 2
Lamar 6 – La Junta 4
Manitou Springs 8 – Lamar 6
County Line 19 – Swink 18
County Line 11 – Swink 10
Granada 10 – Manzanola 0
Holly 16 – Manzanola 1
Springfield 9 – Holly 7
Girls Soccer
Vanguard Charter 3 – Lamar 1
Trinidad 4 – Lamar 0
Track
Springfield Invitational
Boys Results
Girls Results
1st – Lamar
1st – Lamar
3rd – Granada
3rd – Wiley
7th – McClave
5th – Granada
8th – Holly
8th – McClave
14th – Wiley
12th – Holly

Sports Schedule

Baseball
May 2
May 3
May 6

District Baseball @ Las Animas
Crowley County v. County Line @ McClave
Lamar @ West Side-Higher Seed
District Baseball Games

Girls Soccer
May 2

Track
May 1
May 2
May 3

Lamar @ Pueblo
McClave, Granada, Holly @ Cheyenne Wells
Lamar @ CSU-Pueblo
Lamar, McClave @ Burlington
Granada, Holly, Wiley @ Limon

LCC Sports
Softball

May 1-3 Region IX Tournament

Rodeo

May 2-4 LCC @ Laramie, WY

Area School Activities
Lamar
May 3
May 6
May 7

Wiley
May 1
May 5
May 7

Middle School Band Trip to Canon City
Blossom Festival
Middle School Beginning Band Concert at 7pm
Washington PTSO at 6pm
High School Art Show at the Cultural Events Center
Elementary Reading Assembly
2nd Grade Trip to Bent’s Fort
Teacher Appreciation Week starts
STUCO & NHS Inductions at 3:30 in the library
Accountability Meeting at 5:30
Kindergarten Field Trip to Lamar Fire Department
Junior High Cheer Tryouts
FFA District Banquet in Granada at 6pm

McClave
May 1

5th Grade Hygiene Class
FBLA Banquet at 7pm
May 2
FFA Banquet at 6:30pm
May 4&5 FFA State CDE
May 5
FBLA Meeting at 6pm
May 6
Preschool Program
May 7
ACT Make Up
8th Grade Explorer Test
Teacher Appreciation & Hamburger Fry
FFA District Banquet at 6:30pm

Granada
May 2

Holly
May 1
May 2
May 3
May 6
May 7

4th Grade Book Share
Preschool Program at 7pm in the Commons
JH/HS Staff Development
Set Up for Alumni
Holly Alumni Banquet
3rd Grade Field Trip
Drama Class Play
High School Fun Day
Senior Breakfast @ Holly Methodist Church at 7am
Seniors at Catholic Church Mexican Supper at 6pm
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Get Lean Lamar!
Are you ready to make YOU
a priority this year? If so, join
the High Plains Community
Health Center weight-management support program
TODAY! All you need is
a willingness to make this
your best year in health and
wellness. You will receive
weight loss support, healthy
eating tips, healthy recipes,
incentives, and exercise tips
provided by Certified Personal Trainers and Health
Coaches. And it’s FREE!
Classes are held every Tuesday evening from 6:006:30 in The Adult Health
Center. For more information, call 336-0261
Cow Palace Inn Hosting
Next City Council Breakfast
Continuing our efforts to reach
out to our citizens, the City of
Lamar invites you to visit with
your City Council representatives at an informal breakfast.
The next community breakfast
get-together will be on Wednesday, May 7, 2014, at 7:00 a.m.
at Cow Palace Inn. Please come
share your concerns with your
City Council representatives.

Mini Health Fair

Being healthy is a very important
part of life and at Juniper Village
we encourage you to “Grow Strong
Daily”. We have partnered with the
PMC Group to offer a mini health
fair at the local Senior Center May
7, 7 to 9 am. We will have blood
pressure screening, Weight management tips, bone density screening, balance tests and many other
stations for you to enjoy and help
keep you healthy.

Law Enforcement
Case#: 14L-03470 Officer: Kemp Date: 04/15/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Damien Sena, age 32, was contacted in the 200 block of North 10th St. for a Restraining Order Violation.
Sena was taken into custody and held at Prowers County Jail on $1500 bond.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0948 Administrative report
14:03:35 04/15/14 D Ausbun
OHS
Jail staff documented an incident involving an inmate and another person interacting at the courthouse.
Possible charges pending for second subject involved.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0949 Agency Assistance
14:04:00 04/15/14 S Zordel
TRA
Senior Deputy Zordel and Parole conducted a home visit. Parolee was taken into custody by parole and
remanded to Resada for Detox, after finding parolee intoxicated at his residence.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0951 ROV 14:49:37 04/15/14 S Zordel
ACT
Senior Deputy Zordel was informed of a subject who is reported to have been violating a restraining order
by showing up on school property. Deputy waited in the area for 30 min at school location and subject
never showed up to pick up the children.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0953 Wanted Person 15:37:11 04/15/14 R Rodriguez OHS
Deputy Rodriguez arrested Melissa Moore of Lamar in the 100 block of East Oak Street on a Prowers
County warrant. Melissa was taken to the Prowers County Jail and held on a $500 bond.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0960 Wanted Person--06:11:05 04/16/14 K Morgan
OHS
Shannon Smith, 43 was arrested at Prowers County District Courthouse by Deputy Morgan on Prowers
County Warrant for Pawnbroker Prohibited Purchase. Bond is $2,000 any type.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03481 Officer: J. LaCost Date: Tue Apr 15 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 600 block of North Main on report of road rage. Officer talked to the parties
involved and resolved the matter.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03482 Officer: J. LaCost Date: Tue Apr 15 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer contacted two male subjects in the 1400 block of East Olive. Officer made sure subjects were aware
of pan handling ordinances within city limits.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03488 Officer: Sharrar Date: Tue Apr 15 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Michael McCoy, 25, of Lamar, was arrested on an active Prowers County Warrant. McCoy was transported
to Prowers County Jail and being held on $750 cash or surety bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03494 Officer: J. LaCost Date: Tue Apr 15 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Robert Summers, 26, in the 1300 block of North Main. Summers was arrested on an
active warrant and held at the Prowers County Jail on $2000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-03502 Officer: C. Miller Date: Tue Apr 15 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1400 block of E. Olive St. on a report of theft. Sonia Mendoza (26) of Lamar was
arrested for theft and assault and other charges.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-03489 Officer: T. Cope Date: Tue Apr 15 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 block of W. Logan St. for an unwanted party. Officers advised the male party
to leave the residence.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0968 Litter/Pollution/Public Health 18:17:49 04/16/14 Shawn Stone ECV
Deputy dispatched to the intersection of County Road KK and County Road 30.5 on a report of someone
dumping trash. Rp advised they wanted the people contacted and told to pick up their trash. Deputy contacted the suspects and informed them they need to clean up the trash.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0969 ROV - 19:31:58 04/16/14 Shawn Stone CDF
Deputy dispatched to the 500 block of South 4th Street in Lamar on a report of a restraining order violation. Upon arrival Deputy found a male juvenile was texting and calling a juvenile female he was restrained
from. Charges will be submitted to the district attorney’s office.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0970 Traffic Violation -01:18:53 04/17/14 Shawn Stone CAA
Deputy contacted a vehicle in the 2400 block of South Main Street in Lamar for expired plates. The driver,
Jerry Smith of Springfield Colorado was arrested for driving with a suspended license and other traffic viola-

tions. Smith was transported to the Prowers County Jail and held on a $1,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03535 Officer: K. Dewey Date: Wed Apr 16, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 blk. of N. 12th St. on a report of a theft. Victim reported around $1,000 in
items missing.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0972 911 Hangup - 15:04:37 04/17/14 JE Weisenhorn NCR
Deputy J Weisenhorn was advised of a 911 hang up in the 9000 blk of Cnty Rd HH. The resident stated
this is an ongoing issue with his internet provider. No emergency response was needed.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03561 Officer: Sharrar Date: Thu Apr 17 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Susie Churchill, 48, of Lamar, was arrested on a Prowers County Warrant. Churchill was transported to
Prowers County Jail and is being held on $500 cash or surety bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03562 Officer: Sharrar Date: Thu Apr 17 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Pilar Zavala, 46, of Lamar, was arrested on an active felony warrant out of Prowers County. Zavala was
transported to Prowers County Jail and is being held on $5,000 cash, surety, or property bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03577 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Fri Apr 18 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to a disturbance in the 400 blk. of W. Parmenter St. Reporting party and the subjects at
the residence refused to speak with officers.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03578 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Fri Apr 18 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1300 blk. of Parkview Dr. on report of a subject ringing a residence doorbell.
Robin Thomeczek was arrested for a restraining order violation. Thomeczek was transported to the Prowers
County Jail and held on a $750 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03588 Officer: M. Harris Date: Fri Apr 18, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer observed Uyen Shubert, 39, of Lamar, violating the terms of a protection order and arrested her.
Shubert is being held at Prowers County Jail on $750 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03602 Officer: K Dewey Date: Sun Apr 18, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer was dispatched to the 100 blk of N 9th St on a report of a theft. Approximately $400 was reported missing.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03615 Officer: M. Harris Date: Sat Apr 19, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1000 block of N Main St for a juvenile problem. Officer arrested an adult on scene
on an unrelated warrant. Tammy McMillan, 42, of Sheridan Lake is being held on $750 bond at PCJ.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-03621 Sgt. Losa Date: Sat Apr 19 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 2400 block Memorial Drive on a report of an alarm. The officer contacted
subjects who were working on a hot tub in the back yard.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03636 Officer: J Inman Date: Sun Apr 20 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 2400 blk. of S Main St. for a report of trespassing. The subject was removed from
the premises.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03639 Officer: J Inman Date: Sun Apr 20 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1400 blk. of S. 9th St. for a disturbance. The subjects were contacted and they
declined to pursue criminal charges.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03646 Officer: J LaCost Date: Sun Apr 20 2014 - PRESS RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 900 block of East Olive St. on report of theft. Officers cited Dace Fielder, 38, for theft.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03649 Officer: J LaCost Date: Sun Apr 20 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 200 block of Sage Dr. in response to possible fire. Juveniles were warned about
starting fires around brush and weeds.
——————————————————————————–
Help Solve a Crime, Call the Local Tip Line
Call 719-336-1435 if you want to leave information with the Lamar Police Department or the Prowers
County Sheriff ’s Office. The call line is available 24 hours a day and you will remain anonymous. The
tip line records your messages and information. To contact an officer, call the Prowers County Dispatch
Center at 719-336-3977.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/

The Prowers Journal
Volume 4, Number 11

April 30, 2014

Canine Dante Joins the LPD Force

The Lamar Police Department would like to welcome Canine
Dante to the police force. Canine Dante and his handler Officer O.J.
Pierce have recently returned from a month-long training in Kansas
to certify both Dante and Officer Pierce as a canine team. Canine
Dante and Officer Pierce are a certified team in locating narcotics,
apprehension of suspects, and tracking of individuals.
On the third night back in town, Canine Dante assisted the
Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office, Colorado State Patrol, and Baca
County agencies in successfully apprehending two suspects from a
motor vehicle pursuit.
Canine Dante was purchased through donations from the community and the Victims Assistance and Law Enforcement (VALE)
Board. The Lamar Police Department would like to thank everyone
who made the purchase of this canine possible.

Stanton County
Long Term Care
Private and Double Rooms Now Available
Restaurant style menu dining
Newly remodeled facility
Look up our 5-Star Rating at:
www.medicare.gov/nursinghomecompare
Call for your tour today
Contact Marianne Mills, CNO
620-492-6250 ext. 162
404 N. Chestnut, Johnson Kansas 67855

www.stantoncountyhospital.com

Commissioners Pass Resolution on Drought,
Common Core
Doug Dowler, Executive Director of SCEDD, Southern Colorado Economic Development District, spoke about a three county
regional economic assessment that will be conducted this fall. Dowler was meeting with the Prowers County Commissioners, Thursday,
April 24. “We’re going to assess the economic strengths and weaknesses of the assets found in Prowers, Kiowa and Baca Counties,” he
explained. The community wide survey will be predicated on needed
grant funding. Dowler mentioned several business loans that have
gone through his office in the past several months, including two for
Prowers County; one for expansion of an existing business and another regarding a purchase. He was accompanied in his visit by Lance
Benninghoff, Executive Director for Prowers County Development
Incorporated. Benninghoff stated that he has seen a number of loan
increases from the SCEDD offices in the past several months.
Kirk Powers, County Building Operations Supervisor, discussed
a plan to help preserve several of the county’s antique wagons which
are kept outdoors. Powers said the most economical option will be to
purchase about 15 gallons of a weatherization preservative chemical
which will be sprayed on the wagons this spring. The majority of the
wagons are on display at the new edition of the Big Timbers Museum
while some are stored inside at the Prowers County Fairgrounds and
a few are kept outdoors.
Focusing on several action items on the meeting agenda, the commissioners ratified earlier approval of a letter seeking support from
State Representative Tim Dore and State Senator Larry Crowder, regarding support of House Bill 14-1375. The Urban Development
Fairness Act will modify some provisions regarding urban redevelopment issues in the state and in Prowers County, including county representation on the Urban Redevelopment Board and a commitment
of city sales tax revenues in order to make use of property tax revenues
to develop urban renewal plans.
The commissioners approved a resolution appointing members
to the board of directors of the Holly Ambulance and Fire District.
They are: Viola Melcher, Thomas Wagner, Dale Seufer, Dale Simmons and Robert Fletcher. A receipt for $5,000 was made out to
Brad Semmens to certify his donation of an electronic sign to the
county to be used to help advertise events in Prowers County. Plans
call for the sign to be erected at the County Annex at South Main and
East Cedar Streets.
The drought continues to impact southeast Colorado. The commissioners approved a resolution to declare a Drought Disaster in
Prowers County due to the economic impact affecting farmers, ranchers, and businesses in general in the county. The resolution opens
the door for those businesses to become eligible for available disaster
relief in light of extreme drought conditions. On that same note, the
resolution was sent to Governor Hickenlooper informing his office of
the county’s declaration.
In an effort to maintain service for Amtrak’s Southwest Chief railway line, the commissioners pledged $10,000 in support of the TIGER
VI refurbishment application to the USDOT. Prowers County is one
of several in Colorado and Kansas which could see the route taken away
in light of growing costs of repairs to the rail line through La Junta,
Lamar and Garden City, KS. The grant being sought will help pay the
refurbishment costs to permit the route to remain active for Colorado,
Kansas and New Mexico. The grant will help service about 50 miles of
track and set the stage for future economic support.
The commissioners approved a resolution to the state legislature calling for the elimination of the ‘negative factor’ in K-12 education funding.
The resolution explains that in the fiscal year 2010-2011, the legislature
added a negative factor to make across the board cuts to education spending. The commissioners contend that these equal percentage cuts do not
take the losses felt more heavily by smaller school districts. It also states
that the negative factor reduces funds paid to each student in Colorado
by $2,500 a year, compared to the national average in per-pupil funding,
amounting to $1 billion from the state’s support for public education in
2013-2014 and a loss of $8,996,146 for 2011-2014 to school districts in
Prowers County. On another education note, the commissioners voted
for a resolution concerning state consent for federal intrusion into state
educational and teaching policies. They urge a delay in continuing to
implement what is generally termed ‘Common Core’ teaching practices
throughout the state. By Russ Baldwin

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere

COW PALACE INN
1301 N. Main St. • Lamar, CO • 719.336.7753
Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
in the Lounge for all Sports Events

Join Us For
televised
Sporting Ev
ents!

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

Breakfast: 6 a.m. - 10 a.m. 7 days a week
Lunch:
11a.m. - 2 p.m. 7 days a week
Dinner:
5 p.m. - 9 p.m. 7 days a week

mous
World Fa Buffet
Mexican riday
Every F :00
5:00 -9

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!
Enjoy
joy O
Our
ur Espresso
Espresso Bar
Bar and
and Ice
Ice Cream
Cream Shoppe
Shoppe Open
Open 6 a.m.
a m - 2 p.m.
pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn
Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties
PCDI Board Discusses Business Seminar
Series, Wind Damage to Warehouse Roof

Prowers County Development Incorporated will co-host two different
seminars for businesses and the general public in May. The first will be
held May 7 at 7pm at the Cow Palace Inn and will be hosted by Jeff Tranel,
a CSU Agricultural and Business Management Economist. Tranel will offer information to help family-owned farm and ranch businesses organize
their legacies. Topics include values and life lessons, financial assets and
real estate and personal possession of emotional value. He’ll also provide
resources for estate planning, developing succession plans and leaving lasting legacies. The cost of the seminar is $5 and walk-ins are welcome.
The other seminar, in cooperation with Lamar Partnership Incorporated will be held on May 22 at 6pm and May 23 at 7:30am, also at the
Cow Palace Inn. PCDI Executive Director, Lance Benninghoff, said this

seminar will be more broad based to general business practices, especially
when dealing with the public. The seminar will focus on Customer Experience and the means by which employees interact with customers to
offer personal and professional service. The seminar will also focus on
best practices to employ, especially when helping out of town customers
relate to the community.
The western-most warehouse for PCDI’s East Washington Street
properties lost a 30 foot portion of its roof due to the recent wind storms.
Board member, Lawrence Brase said the warehouse is not being used at
this time and a cost assessment is being done for the insurance claim.
Daniels Construction was hired to secure the remainder of the roof with
hurricane straps. The lost portion of the roof also took out a light pole
when it was ripped off the building. Randel Realty was given a three
month extension on their contract to market the properties to a buyer.
After that point, the board felt the properties should go back to a bidding process for a realtor. Lance Benninghoff announced that he had
been chosen to represent Prowers County with his appointment to the
SCEDD Board. SCEDD is the Southern Colorado Economic Development District which provides economic development planning and technical assistance to the twelve member counties in the southeast part of the
state. Benninghoff recently met with Doug Dowler, Executive Director
of SCEDD, to discuss an economic development community assessment
for Prowers and two other counties. A virtual mall storefront project was
also discussed with the AroundUS Corporation and Dowler.
Board members were presented with a proposal to use a portion of
the warehouse property as a site for Bountiful Baskets Food Co-op. Local
residents Lisa Denman and Arvenia Morris explained how the non-profit,
16-state organization functions. They requested that a portion of one of
the warehouses would be used as a pick up point two times a month for
those families that are purchasing low-cost deliveries of fresh fruits and
vegetables. Payments are made using either a debit or credit card so no
local cash transactions are made. Volunteers run the site for each coop
distribution. Board members expressed some concern regarding liability
insurance coverage, storage needs and availability of personnel at the site.
No decision was made pending additional discussion. County Commissioner, Joe Marble, said the SOS Center, which distributes commodities
each month, could be a viable alternative. By Russ Baldwin

No. 16 ranked LCC Lopes Clinch the 2014 Empire Conference Baseball Title

(Lamar, Colorado; April 22, 2014) The 16th ranked LCC men’s baseball team won two of four games against Trinidad State Junior College over
the weekend and in the process earned the ‘Lopes the 2014 Empire Conference Championship.
It marked the twelfth conference championship in the past fourteen years for LCC head coach Scott Crampton and the Runnin’ Lopes baseball program. Winning the Conference regular season also means the Runnin’ Lopes will be hosting the Region IX Tournament on May 8th-10th
at Merchant’s Park.
“It is a tremendous accomplishment to win the conference regular season. The college and the community should be proud of these young men.
They work very hard and have handled a ton of adversity with weather and other issues early in the year. This first class group of young men have come
together and formed a tight unit that believes in each other. This season’s motto was “ALL IN””, stated head coach Scott Crampton.
“My coaching staff that consists of Michael Oberto, Ryan Serena, and Tom Medina have done an outstanding job and a ton of credit goes to
them,” commented Crampton.
In his 20th year at the helm, Crampton’s current career record at LCC is 864 victories and 365 losses.

Spring Winds Leave their Mark

times onto houses, or what looks like a bowling alley with trashcans
substituting for ten pins as gusts in excess of 60 miles per hour came
whistling off the plains.
The winds picked up on Saturday, April 26 at the tail end of
the annual spring clean up in Lamar, registering 50mph gusts with
sustained winds of 38mph. Sunday saw the highest gusts, posted at
65mph by the National Weather Service in Pueblo. Monday saw
wind gusts reach 45mph in Lamar and just yesterday, Tuesday, the
winds were at 51 mph with gusts up to 63mph. By Russ Baldwin

Regina Westhoff Receives Sheriff’s Scholarship

Skies over southeast Colorado have cleared of the choking dust
that has been evident for the past several days, but warnings are still
posted for high winds and stronger gusts through this Wednesday,
April 30.
Earlier in the week, limited visibility on Highway 287 north of
Springfield caused accidents among five cars when the dust became
too heavy for safe driving. The most Prowers County residents had
to contend with the past two days has been trees falling over, some-

Jim Faull, Prowers County Sheriff, is pleased to announce that
Regina Westhoff is this year’s recipient of the County Sheriff ’s of Colorado, CSOC, scholarship award for Prowers County.
CSOC, Colorado’s state sheriff ’s association, offered a total of 31
awards of $500 each this year to deserving high school and college
students in Colorado to fund higher-level educational expenses for
the 2014-2015 academic year.
A citizen’s committee selected the winner for each county. Committees made their selections based upon criteria established by CSOC,
including leadership, merit, character, involvement, purpose and need.
Applicants were required to be full-time, legal Colorado residents who
planned to attend a Colorado university, college or trade school.
This is the 35th year for the CSOC scholarship program. Monies for the program are derived, in part, from the CSOC honorary
membership fund, which consists of contributions from individual
citizens and businesses each year.
If you are interested in providing continued support for this excellent program, please contact the County Sheriff ’s of Colorado at
720-344-2763 or visit our website: www.CSOC.org.

Neatest Trash in Town

Saturday, April 26, was the day for Lamar’s Spring Clean Up
throughout the city. Public Works Department crews and volunteers
hit the streets at 7am, mapping their course of action from years past.
Sometimes residents just put all their refuse in a pile, like grass clippings
and branches and limbs. This year though, some residents had time to
spare and got a lot neater with their deposits.
A drive on some city streets made you aware that several residents
had boxes and time to spare to store away all their refuse, nice and neat.
Other residents took to storing it all away in trash bags…bags and bags in
front of their houses. The only problem that could have come from this
was having to open the boxes and bags to find out what was inside and
where it was going to wind up.

At least the crews had a chance to get out ahead of the strong winds
that came up later that afternoon, coupled with summer-like temperatures
for Saturday. Workers took a break for the traditional ‘thank you’ burger
bbq held at Willow Creek Park at Noon, and then got back to work.
Some of the annual collections may have been on the light side, in
light of the fact that since the start of the year, electronic or E-waste can
be dropped off at the north side of Thriftway in Lamar every other Saturday from 10am to 2pm. Bargain hunters also roamed the streets Friday
afternoon and Saturday morning for another year, seeing what could be
harvested for use or resale from the sidewalk piles.
City Administrator, John Sutherland, remarked during a recent city
council meeting, that at the suggestion of councilmember, Anne Marie
Crampton, the city might consider a different cleanup campaign the next
time out, going for everyday litter and debris that lines the roads and vacant lots, instead of what’s been accumulated in our cellars, attics or alleys
over the year. By Russ Baldwin

PMC Receives Annual Audit, Ruedeman &
Campell Leave Hospital Board
“The past two years as a PMC board member have been one of the
most rewarding periods in my 40-plus year career in the medical field,”
said Prowers Medical Center Chairwoman, Candy Ruedeman. She and
fellow board member, Marge Campbell, had their terms of office expire
with the PMC board meeting on Wednesday, April 23. Campbell declined
to run for another term and Ruedeman is moving out of state. They both
commended their fellow board members for their efforts, working to help
improve PMC. Ruedeman remarked that she witnessed an improved atmosphere among the staff at the hospital, with more open lines of communication developing. She added, “It started rough, but it’s ending well.”
Campbell said, “You won’t find a better board to work with,” and offered
a word of advice for fellow board members, “Whenever you have a tough
decision to make, just be sure it’s in the best interests of the patient, and
you’ll never be lost.” New board members, Connie Brase and Matt Snyder,
will replace Ruedeman and Campbell at the May 28 meeting.

The board heard an annual audit report from an independent firm
based in Washington State. Tom Dingus summarized several high points
indicating that Prowers Medical Center is in better shape, according to
financial indicators, than other rural service hospitals in the $10 to $20
million range. The hospital still has good financial reserves with cash
on hand at 81 days, which has been the norm for PMC for the past several months. Dingus said assets are on a par from the year before. He
said there is a lag time on Medicare settlements with the hospital going
back three years, amounting to $378,000 owed to PMC which might
take months to settle. Dingus said the best rule of thumb is to have the
hospital make an estimate of either receivables or payables for the end of
the year, and the hospital had to make a very minor adjustment to the
true figures. He also noted there was a $600,000 decrease over the year
in operating expenses which was attributable to a loss in patient volume,
about 9% less acute care days and 15-18% less clinic visits and lab visits
from the last year which explained the net patient service revenue fall off.
Dingus noted that the Charity Care and Bad Debt financial report still
runs high for PMC each year.
Doug Harbour and Sharon Bullock from the Tri State 9/11 Tribute Committee briefed the board on the planned activities for the third
observance to honor First Responders and area veterans. They invited
members of the PMC staff to take part in the September 13 event in
Lamar this year, stating that the hospital plays an integral role through its
Emergency Room staff and other medical providers working in tandem
with all the local responders in Prowers County and other portions of
southeast Colorado.
The board voted to finance a three day motivational seminar hosted
by Joe Tye, author of the book, “The Florence Prescription”. The presentation, involving various levels of hospital management and employees
,fosters a level of buying-in to the hospital’s mission and goals which
helps transition staff from a level of accountability for their professional
performance into a feeling of ownership for their position and for Prowers Medical Center.
CEO Craig Loveless reviewed a meeting that he, Doctor Ray and
Candy Ruedeman held with first year medical students at CSU, who
might consider a rural based medical career following their seven years of
formal training. Loveless said scholarship options are available for students who commit to a three year term in a rural hospital, PMC, following their graduation. Close to 35 students were on hand for the meeting
which provided an overview of rural life in Prowers County. Ruedeman
described the differences between health care in rural areas, versus what
the young doctors could experience in a city-based hospital. This was
the first meeting with the students provided by PMC representatives.
Loveless said this is taking a long view of hiring new doctors, as the career
projections will be seven years out from their first year as doctors. By Russ
Baldwin

Lamar Utilities Board Notes End of Year
Financial Report
The Lamar Utility Board December 2013 Financial Report indicated that total operating revenues for the year are $13,145,197 and
total operating costs are $11,431,003. Gross operating income for the
year was $1,714,194. When the non-operating revenues and expenses
are considered, there is a net loss of $19,851, year to date. Light Plant
Superintendent, Houssin Hourieh noted that the plant had to pay out
of pocket expenses of about $325,000 for repair work to a wind turbine in 2013. Comparing 2012 financials to 2013, December revenues
from retail sales are down approximately $1,305,584 or 9%. Overall
operating expenses are down approximately 4% or $490,033 for the
same time period.
The board noted that metal shavings were collected from the T-3
wind turbine during a semi-annual maintenance program on all five turbines. The shavings were discovered in the oil and as a result, the T-3
turbine was shut down. This was a similar problem that was noted in the
T-1 turbine that proved costly to repair the year before. The plant is seeking quotes for a bore scope analysis to determine the cause of the metal
shavings problem. Cost estimates range from $7,828 to $2,000 and the
board plans to opt in favor of the lowest cost estimate. Hourieh said the
turbine will be out of service for several weeks.
Several power line replacement items were placed for bid and the
board awarded the proposal to Western United for $19,255.30 for the
stock inventory equipment. The board went into executive session for
legal advice on questions related to a report on multi-party mediation
regarding the Lamar Repowering Project. The next board meeting will
be held Tuesday, May 13. By Russ Baldwin

