
Lamar Council Opens Willow Creek Park for Lamar 
Days/Cinco de Mayo

Mary Moore and Connie Gangwish from Lightkeepers Ministries outlined their 
plans to the Lamar City Council, to create a non-profit women’s homeless shelter at the 
former Troy Apartments on South Main Street in Lamar.  Moore has researched various, 
similar shelters in Pueblo to learn the logistics of their operation.  Gangwish has said she’ll 
provide information and training for drug and alcohol prevention.  Both women, Lamar 
residents, are seeking start up and sustaining funding to help remodel a portion of Troy 
Apartments at the outset and increase additional living space as they move forward with 
their project.  Gangwish said they are not duplicating the work of the Domestic Safety 
Resource Center, but will provide accommodations from three to five days for women and 
their children who need a place to stay while they plan their next steps. 

City Administrator John Sutherland provided some future calendar updates for the 
council, including the April 22-23 Arkansas River Basin Water Forum in La Junta at Ote-
ro Junior College; the semi-annual citywide spring cleanup for Lamar will be on Saturday, 
April 26 from 7am to 4pm; the Southeast Colorado Rural Philanthropy Days Listening 
Tour is set for Wednesday, April 30 at the Lamar Community Building; Cinco de Mayo 
and the Wild West BBQ Cook Off and  Car Show will be held at Willow Creek Park May 
9-10, National Trail Day will be observed on Saturday, May 10; the Colorado Municipal 
League Spring Outreach Meeting will be held by RSVP on Wednesday May 14 at the 
Lamar Community Building; Wake Up Lamar will run from 6:45 to 7:45am at the Lamar 
Community Building instead of the Lamar Elks Lodge this year and the annual Lamar 
Days, Car Show, Parade and Lion’s Breakfast will be on Saturday, May 17.  This year’s 
Lamar Day’s theme is, “Celebrate Lamar Days with Windmills and Wagons”.

Bert Davis, City Human Resource Manager, and City Administrator, John Suther-
land, explained the need for a requested increase in health insurance premiums for city 
employees.  An alteration was needed when the city went from being self-insured for 
health and adopted a fully insured plan with the County Health Pool.  Original rates were 
derived by rates for the Health Pool and the City’s enrollment numbers, similar to what 
had been charged before.  However, enrollment numbers have altered and the premiums 
now leave a monthly shortfall of $2,700 in funding the total health insurance premium.  
A monthly premium increase of $28.40 was requested and it would be shared between 
the city at 75% and employees at 25%.  Employees will pay an extra $7.10 per month 
with the city picking up the balance of $21.30.  The annual budget has funds to cover the 
additional premiums for 95 employees that are covered from the insurance package.  The 
council voted to accept the additional payments.  

The council approved a request for an overnight permit for the annual Wild West 
BBQ Contest for Willow Creek Park.  Organizer Diane Pool said regional contestants 
will be in Lamar May 8-10 for the event which had been held at the Prowers County 
Fairgrounds until it was moved to the park several years ago.  Toni McPherson, BBQ 
Chairperson, said this marks the 10th anniversary of the contest in Lamar.  She said the 
entry numbers are running close to past years events.  She added that under KCB rules, 
judges for future cooking contests must be certified through the Kansas City BBQ As-
sociation.  A green chili and the Backyard Grillers contest will be held again this year. The 
Lamar Chamber of Commerce, represented by new office manager, Lisa Carder, requested 
an overnight parking permit for some of the vendors who will attend Lamar Days May 16 
and 17.  The request was approved. 

Following some discussion, the council approved spending $61,200 for a 615C 
Scraper from Wagner Equipment to excavate cells and cover daily refuse drop offs at the 
city landfill.  The current Case tractor and Holcomb Scraper has aged and repairs to both 
pieces of equipment are becoming cost-prohibitive.  The trade in of both pieces against 
the cost of the new unit would save $124,800 and the cost of the new scraper would be 
$138,000 under the annual budget. 

City Councilman, Skip Ruedeman and his wife Candy are moving from Lamar.  His 
resignation leaves a vacancy for Ward 2 in the city.  The council has 30 days following his 
date of resignation, April 14, to find and appoint a replacement to fill the unexpired term.  
An official announcement regarding the vacancy and how to apply for consideration by 
the council will be made available to the public.  

April 17 was declared Arbor Day in Lamar by the city council and April 14 – 20 was 
designated Arbor Week.  Members of the Lamar Tree Board presented Mayor Roger Stag-
ner with the annual proclamation.  The Tree Board announced that Lamar has received 
the designation of 2013 Tree City USA for the 23rd time. 

The council approved a proclamation presented by Lamar Librarian, Debra Reyn-
olds, designating April 13-19 as National Library Week.  She outlined some of the high-
lights of the Library and stated that new computer equipment will be made available in 
the children’s section of the library. 

Because the annual observance of Memorial Day falls on a council meeting date, the 
replacement date for the bi-monthly meeting was set for Monday, May 27. 

Rod Dunn was re-appointed to the Building Codes Variance Board for a five year 
term, expiring in 2018.  A public hearing was set for April 28 for the Olive Street Station, 
modification of premise application.  Owner, Ken Roe, plans to expand his current loca-
tion to include what was the service station portion of the building to be used as increased 
storage for his business. 

The council adjourned into executive session for discussion of a personal matter, and 
separately to discuss and develop strategy for negotiation and provide instruction to its 
designated negotiator(s) on a litigation matter. By Russ Baldwin
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MEDICAL & DENTAL 
CARE FOR ALL AGES OPEN LATE  

M-Th til 8   Same day appointments 
 Walk-in sick care Mon-Sat 8-9 am 

 Walk-in evening appts M-Th 5-7  

Medical 336-0261 
Dental 336-8445 

Adult Health 336-6976 
Pediatrics 336-6977 

Wiley Clinic 829-4286 

New Granada Trustees Sworn In: Dogs, Mobile 
Homes, Fireworks on Agenda

Granada Mayor, C.W. DeForest, swore in the newest Granada Board of Trustees 
members, moments after he received his own oath of office to another term.  Shannon 
Venturi and Argie Thrall replaced outgoing members, Jerene DeBono and Tom Grasmick, 
while Andi Riddle is completing her first full term as a Trustee.   

Grasmick and DeBono thanked their fellow Trustees for their years together on the 
Board, and were presented with appreciation plaques for their years of service to the town.  
Grasmick sounded a cautionary note regarding the failed vote for the sale of the town’s 
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303-866-6360 • 303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net

Lamar Chamber Hires New Office Manager
The Lamar Chamber 

of Commerce recently an-
nounced that Lisa Carder 
will become the new office 
manager. Lisa Carder was 
born and raised in Lamar, 
CO and recently moved 
back after attending college 
at CSU in Fort Collins, CO. 

Lisa is an active member 
of the Lamar Area Hospice 
Fundraising Committee and 
has helped with many other 
local fundraisers, including 
volunteering for the Lamar 
Chamber of Commerce.  
Lisa looks forward to the op-
portunity to contribute to 

the community she grew up in and hopes through this new position she will gain invalu-
able professional experience.

Lisa is the daughter of Denise Carder, former Chamber of Commerce president, and 
Bill Carder of Lamar, former owner of RANCO Trailers and former president of PCDI.  
She is the granddaughter of John Carder, a long time property and business owner and 
grandparents, Jim and Sondra Wright of Lamar. Lisa enjoys reading, cooking, gardening, 
music, playing with her dog Lucy and spending time with her friends. 

She is excited to meet new faces and to partner with the community to help it prog-
ress and succeed. Please join the Lamar Chamber of Commerce in welcoming Lisa to her 
new role. We encourage all business members and the community to stop by and meet 
her. For more information, please call 719-336-4379 or visit www.lamarchamber.com.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, April 17 - 4th Annual Community Wellness Expo – 6-10am at the Lamar 
Community Building • Board of County Commissioners Meeting
Friday, April 18 - Good Friday • Juniper Village Easter Egg Hunt – 2pm
Saturday, April 19 - Lamar Parks & Recreation Easter Egg Hunt – Willow Creek Park - 
9am • High Plains Walking Club – 9am at the LCC Wellness Center • Lamar Racing Club 
4th Annual Mudd’n for a Cure – 2pm • Vaqueros Saddle Club Gymkhana – Prowers County 
Fairgrounds • 5th Annual Runnin’ Lopes Booster Club Athletes Recognition Dinner – 6pm
Sunday, April 20 - Easter • 6am Sunrise Services at North Gateway Park – Presbyterian Church
Monday, April 21 - Lamar Relay For Life meeting at United Methodist Church at 7pm.
Tuesday, April 22 - Earth Day • Ark Valley Wind & Percussion Spring Concert – Lamar 
High School • Novel Walkers – 7pm in the Lamar Public Library’s Cultural Events Center
Wednesday, April 23 - LPI Board Meeting – Noon at the Lamar Chamber offices • Line 
Dancing @ Your Library – 7pm in the Lamar Public Library’s Cultural Events Center

electric utility to SECPA.  “We will see the rates begin to rise once the current contract 
has expired by 2015,” he remarked.  “Right now, we’re seeing customer rates at 14.1 cents 
per kilowatt hour and that could increase to 17 to 18 cents after the end of next year,” he 
stated, adding that the current Trustees will have their work cut out for them and will be 
challenged to try to keep the rates down.  A town vote on April 2 defeated the utility sale 
by 53 to 30.  The sale price on the utility was $475,000. 

The Granada community enjoys its own July 4 fireworks display, costing about 
$1,450 to put on.  Dana and Natalie Musick told the Trustees during the April 9 meeting, 
that they’re having trouble finding the time or volunteers to help them collect donations 
each year.  Dana Musick said he’s still certified to be able to put on the annual display, 
using equipment from the Lamar Fire Department, but he and Natalie need help gather-
ing the donations.  “There’s about $800 in the fund now, and we’ve been lucky getting 
funding at the last minute,” he said.  The Trustees suggested that an early announcement 
for donations be included in the spring utility bills, Stop 2 Shop and the bank could post 
some signs and donation jars to help gather funds year round. 

Police Chief David Dougherty addressed two areas of concern, vandalism in the town’s 
park and kenneling stray dogs.  The town has tranquilizer equipment, purchased last year, 
but Dougherty said that as of now, there is no place to kennel the dogs until a home can be 
found for them.  Lamar cannot take them at the city shelter, as was suggested by a Trustee 
and there are no local options.  Dougherty suggested a fence and kennel to hold the animals 
until Donna Emick from Second Chance Animal Rescue can get to Granada to take them 
to another location, usually every two weeks.  Discussion on a fence and kennel was tabled 
for a future meeting.  The Trustees authorized the chief to purchase two inexpensive video 
cameras to provide surveillance at the town park.  Dougherty said vandalism is occurring to 
benches, the kid’s playground slide and other park items since last year.  He said repairs were 
made to a restroom toilet and a table that had been set on fire.  Dougherty added that any-
one over 10 years of age caught destroying town property can be charged with the crime.     

Dealing with derelict mobile homes was discussed, but left open for next month’s 
meeting.  The Trustees and Chief Dougherty agreed that some homes are falling apart and 
are a community eyesore.  The chief said he’s gotten complaints that loose debris from the 
homes is blowing into nearby yards.  He suggested that the town obtain court orders for 
the problem homes to have them torn down or removed.  Dougherty added that some 
homes contain asbestos which drive up the cost of removal because of health concerns.  
Prowers County Commissioner, Wendy Buxton-Andrade, said she would research if the 
county owned any of the homes to determine their eligibility for disposal as well as the 
ownership for the land they’re on.  Dougherty said he wants to get rid of them, but the 
town needs to follow the ordinances to stay legal.  Trustee Deb Choate remarked that 
some parties have been interested in purchasing some land now occupied by the derelict 
homes, but they have no interest in buying until the land is cleared.  The asbestos content 
prohibits a fire department from burning the homes. 

Dougherty updated the Trustees on funding for the CDOT curb, sidewalk and gutter 
project along Hoisington Street, leading to the local school.  He said current funds will 
help get the project started later this summer if the first and second phases of the project 
can be combined.  He said he expects a $30,300 DOLA grant for a portion of the project 
to be approved this June. 

In other action, the Trustees ratified a building permit for Janet Cano and a permit for 
a deck and storage shed for Martha Medina.  The Community Complex will be rented 4/26 
for a Mountain Oyster Fry, 5/11 for a communion and 6/26 and 8/16 for two birthday cel-
ebrations.  The Trustees agreed to lend a splash bucket to the Lamar Chamber of Commerce 
for a future activity.  Instead of dunking a person into a stock tank when a ball hits a target, 
water is dumped on a person from a toilet located over a chair. By Russ Baldwin

Obituaries
Wayne Hays - January 19, 1928 – April 9, 2014 - A Graveside Service for longtime La-
mar resident, Wayne Hays was held Tuesday, April 15, 2014 at Fairmount Cemetery with 
Reverend Kathy Leathers of the Holly United Methodist Church officiating.  For online 
condolences, please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com. 
 
May Mountain - March 11, 1922 – April 12, 2014 - A Celebration of Life for longtime 
Lamar resident May Mountain will be held at 10:00am, Thursday, April 17, 2014 at the 
Lamar First Baptist Church with Ray Matteson officiating. Interment will follow at Fair-
mount Cemetery.  Visitation for Mrs. Mountain will be held from 5:00pm until 7:00pm, 
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at the Peacock Family Chapel.  Online condolences may be 
made at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
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Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 7:30am to 5pm.  Please make 
reservations 24 hours in advance.  Call for your ride at 
719-336-8034.  Senior Discount Tickets are available in 
the front office at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Open Gym at the  
Community Building

The Community Building of-
fers Open Gym and Adult 
Open Gym hours throughout 
the month for volleyball and 
basketball.  For times, please see 
our Your Town Today page at 
www.theprowersjournal.com or 
call 336-2774.

Recycle Your E-Waste 
Drop off your plastic and electronic 
waste at the Lamar Thriftway park-
ing lot every 2nd and 4th Saturday 
between 10am to 2pm.  There 
is a small fee to cover the cost of 
hauling away the materials.  For 
more information, contact Shawna 
Hodge, Lamar Partnership Incor-
porated executive director at 719-
688-8073.  Materials include video 
screens, tv’s, cell phones, printers, 
computer towers, etc.

Big Timbers Museum 
New Hours of Operation 
Winter Hours: – Sept 1 to May 31
Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31
Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, 

and County Holidays

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - April 16, 2014

Miscellaneous
Car For Sale
1989 Red Mazda RX7 Turbo 2 - 18 inch low profile tires - a 
lot of upgrades! For more info, call Chris @ 719-691-8092.

Goat for Sale
Purebred male Nubian, 1 month old for $225.00 - Call 
Katharna at 719-691-5666

Wanted
Accordion Wanted, Older model OK, I’ll pay cash, also 
looking for old tube amplifier - 719-313-8346

Wanted
Wanted, Radio Vacuum tubes, testers, vintage stereo 
electronics, speakers amp 1960s or older I’ll pay cash 
719-313-8346

VNB Taking Bids
Valley National Bank is taking bids on the following ve-
hicles - 2009 Chevy Pickup, 2005 Chevy van, 2000 En-
closed Trailer, 2002 Trailer, 2001 Kawasaki 4-Wheeler, 
2005 Ford Pickup and a 1990 Trailer. Take bids to Val-
ley National Bank, 204 S 4th St, Lamar.  Bids are being 
accepted until April 24, 2014. We reserve the right to 
refuse any or all bids.

Yard Sales
Garage Sale
604 East Cedar, Lamar - Saturday, April 12 from 8a 
to 12 Noon - Spring cleaning, lots of great items!

Yard Sale
2 Swallowridge Drive, Lamar (north of Fairmount 
Cemetery on Memorial Dr.) - Saturday, 4/19 from 8am 
to 11am - Singer sewing machine, linens and lace, ste-
reo shelf unit, new single serve coffee maker, small Dirt 
Devil, Christmas décor, jewelry & make up.

Filbeck Realty
Lamar, CO

336-4301   688-2044
www.filbeckrealty.com

804 South 14th
$59,500

City of Lamar Stage 2 
Water Restrictions 
No Watering on Friday.  Prop-

erties East of Highway 287 
may water on Sunday, Tues-
day and Thursday.

Properties West of Highway 
287 may water on Saturday, Mon-
day and Wednesday.  Watering 
hours are from Midnight to 
10am and from 6pm to Mid-
night on your permitted days.

Gospel Meeting
A gospel meeting with speaker 
Shawn McCorkle will be held 
at the Church of Christ at 7th 
and Savage on the Corner of 
7th and Savage in Lamar, CO. 
From April 25-27 - Times: Fri-
day, April 25, Saturday, April 
26 at 7:30 p.m. and on Sun-
day, April 27 at 10:30 a.m

Birth Announcement 
Jason and Sara Brinkley, of 
Aurora, Colorado, are proud 
to announce the birth of their 
son, Jacob Edward.  Jacob 
was born on April 8, 2014 
at 12:42am.  He weighed 8 
lbs. 9 oz. And was 22 inches 
long.  He has an older brother, 
Joshua.  Grandparents are Fred 
and Kathy Knaus, and Stan and 
Ramona Brinkley.  His great-
grandparents are Warren and 
Gladys Brinkley.

Beware:
Telephone Scam on Utility Bills
Citizens,  In an effort to protect citizens the City of 

Lamar Police Department and Lamar Light and Power 
want to inform you of scam information.  A person or 
company has been calling citizens and businesses to in-
form them that they needed to pay a light bill over the 
telephone in order to keep their power service.  When 
pursued the company calling advised they were a collec-
tions company for Lamar Light and Power, this is not 
the case. 

Please report anyone calling on behalf of the City 
of Lamar.  Do not release any information over the tele-
phone, this includes account numbers.  If you have any 
questions about your bill please contact Lamar Light and 
Power at 336-7456.

Lamar Police Department • 505 South Main Street
Lamar, CO 81052 • 719-336-4341

Memorial Service
Phillis V. Mauch. - June 23, 1946 - December 20, 2013 
-  A Memorial Service for lifelong Lamar resident, Phillis 
Mauch will be held at 1:00PM, Saturday, April 19, 2014 
at the Lamar Christian Church with Ian Blacker officiat-
ing.   For online condolences please visit our website at 
www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Real Estate 
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE LOCATION

313 South Fifth Street Lamar, CO; Suites Two and Three 
800 sq. Feet - All newly remodeled; Utilities Included; 
Call Lori 336-7000
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“Janea’s Fight”
Benefi t Dinner for

“Janea’s Fight”
Saturday, April 19th, 2014

from 6:00 pm til 8:00 pm
Lamar Eagles Lodge - Mexican Food Buffet

For Tickets or More Information Contact:

VICKIE at 719.688.0912 or
DELORSE at 719.691.5318
Tickets can also be purchased at

Robinson Printing, Inc.
210 S. Main St. in Lamar
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Poker Run
Ride your bike or drive your car and bring your friends for an afternoon of fun!  Join us for 

a Poker Run on May 4.  Registration starts at 11am at the Lamar Chamber of Commerce Park-
ing Lot and the ride begins at Noon.  Participants will visit Wiley, Sheridan Lake, and Granada 
before ending at the Prowers County Fairgrounds.  There will be a sloppy joe dinner with chips, 
drink and dessert for $5 and a 50/50 drawing.  Proceeds of the Poker Run will benefit Lamar 
Relay for Life.  For more information, call Heather Burkhart 931-0013, Sherri Kerr 336-3855, 
Betty Ortega 469-9571, Sheila Forbes 688-2954, or Ashley Brookshire 251-7545.

Patriotic Concert
Alta Vista Charter School will be holding an all school Patriotic Concert on Thursday, April 

24 at 6:30 p.m. in the school gym.  We will be honoring our service men and women who are pres-
ently serving our country, as well as all of our veterans.  All service men and women and veterans 
are invited to attend the concert.  We would love to have them wear their uniforms to the concert 
if possible.  Alta Vista Charter School is located at 8785 County Road LL.  Doors will open to the 
public at 6:00 that evening.  For more information, please call 336-2154

Sunrise Easter Service
The Lamar Presbyterian Church will hold a public Easter Sunrise Service this Sunday, April 20, 6am at 
North Gateway Park  at the old Valco Ponds. Just turn at Holiday Express Hotel. There will be an Easter 
Brunch, 9am at the Presbyterian Church, 1110 South 6th Street, An Easter Service at 11am will be held at 
the Presbyterian Church. The Presbyterian Women’s Group will soon study the book of Hebrews.  All are 
welcome. Call Laura Heckman at 719-829-4520

PCHS General Meeting & Presentation
Tom West of Durango, Colorado will present a program at Big Timbers Museum about his 
great-great-grandfather, Robert McFarland, who was  one of the soldiers killed at Sand Creek 
on November 29th, 1864.  It will be a very moving and touching story. Mr. McFarland will also 
have some related artifacts to display. This event will be held Thursday, April 17 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Big Timbers Museum. Light refreshments will be served.

Lamar Utility Board Holds Brief Meeting
Just a handful of items were listed for the Lamar Utility Board’s bi-monthly meeting this past 

Tuesday, April 15.  Light Plant Superintendent Houssin Hourieh noted that All Rite Paving & Redi 
Mix has begun a second gravel pit west of Hasty at the intersection of CRJJ and CR22 in Bent 
County.  Hourieh noted the operation is near the Light Plant’s 69KV line west.  An agreement 
drawn up by attorney John Lefferdink is similar to one developed for another gravel pit in Novem-
ber 2012.  The addendum for the second pit was approved by both parties and protects the Light 
Plant’s interest in the event of any damages to the transmission line by All Rite Paving. 

The Light Plant wind turbines are performing well into the first quarter of the year.  Hourieh 
informed board members the three units have generated 3075 MWH of electricity, year to date 
and is about 8% higher than last year’s production numbers.  The turbines have an average capacity 
factor of 31.74%.  Each turbine will be off line for two days in the near future for routine main-
tenance.  The turbines were recently used by the Light Plant crew and Lamar Fire Department for 
three days of high rescue training. 

A bid of $10,458 to Stuart Irby out of Denver was approved for the purchase of several Distri-
bution Pole Mount Transformers.  Purchase orders totaling $796,848.32 and assorted bills totaling 
$939,263.40 were approved. 

Board members went into executive session to receive legal advice on questions related to an 
update on power supply contract extension negotiation; a report on multi-party mediation for the 
Lamar Repowering Project, to include attorney/client communication.  The next Lamar Utility 
Board meeting is scheduled for April 29. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar Christian Church Annual Easter Worship Service at LHS
Lamar Christian Church is holding its annual Easter worship service at the Lamar High School 

auditorium at 10am on Sunday the 20th of April 2014.
The Worship service, led by our worship arts ministry team will combine both contemporary 

and tradition music, that will draw our focus to the great celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus, 
The Son of God from death to life.  Easter is the climax of God’s love story for mankind, when God 
demonstrates His power over sin and certainly death.  

The message of God’s love and grace is entitled, “Who are you going to follow?” This message 
will focus on the phenomenal sacrifice that both God and Jesus paid to demonstrate their love for each 
human being no matter who we are.  The sermon will take us to Jerusalem of 2,000 years ago, and 
then to where we live today, to better understand God’s sacrificial love.

Not only will we have a dynamic and deeply spiritual experience on Sunday the 20th for adults 
but also, the children’s ministry staff has planned a great children’s event, also starting at 10am in the 
gym.  We are bringing in a puppet team from Parker, Colorado-“Wit and Folly”, to provide a unique 
message for 5 year olds through 6th grade.  The children’s ministry will feature other activities for the 
children.  We will have a fully staffed, secure nursery for baby through four years old.

The main hallway of the high school will support a number of ministry booths, that will feature 
various ministries of the congregation including children’s, student ministry, young adult, women’s, 
men’s, seniors, worship arts, missions, adult, MOPS, and other ministries that are associated with 
Lamar Christian Church.

The auditorium holds 586 people, and we are anticipating a large crowd attending.  WE want 
to remind everyone attending to not use the Life Center car park, but only the high school or street 
parking.   We encourage everyone to plan to be at the high school by 9:45 in order to have room for 
parking, and a good seat. 

We heartily encourage people to bring their friends, neighbors and workmates to the service.  
This is a service that will bring God’s truth to everyone, no matter our background or life experiences.  
All are welcome.

Our guests do not need to contribute to the offering unless they want to, as it is designed for our 
members and regular attenders, but all believers are invited to participate in communion.

If you have any questions about the Easter service, please call 719-336-5343 during regu-
lar office hours with your questions.  Other information is available on the church website 
- lamarchristian.com.
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Alta Vista Charter School Hosts Prowers 
County Commissioner’s Meeting

The Prowers County Commissioners held their Thursday board meet-
ing at Alta Vista Charter school this past Thursday, April 10, giving stu-
dents an opportunity to view local government at work.  Business was still 
as per usual, though, interspersed with some occasional explanation from 
the commissioners of the events that were transpiring. 

The Social Security Administration offices in La Junta are planning 
to reduce the number of office hours available to area clients.  The com-
missioners approved a letter stating their concerns that the Administra-
tion neglected to consult with them or other regional stakeholders on the 
reduction.  The office serves six southeastern Colorado counties with a 
population of 50,000.  The SSA closed their Lamar office several years ago 
which forced local residents to travel to La Junta to conduct some of their 
business.  The commissioners stated that many of the clients are elderly, 
disabled and/or living on fixed incomes.  The travel to La Junta is already 
a hardship, the letter concludes, but now some residents may be forced 
to travel to Pueblo for assistance, adding to the time and money spent on 
travel.  The commissioners asked the SSA to reconsider its decision. 

Kathy Scranton, Big Timbers Museum Curator, provided a quarterly 
update on museum developments for the Commissioners.  She said sum-
mer hours will begin on June 1 through August 31.  The museum saw 2,052 
visitors in 2013 and the inventory of items now totals 11,679.  Scranton 
said future events include an April 17 presentation from Tom West regard-
ing his great-grandfather’s death at the Sand Creek Massacre.  The program 
before the General Historical Society begins at 7pm.  She anticipates the 
Santa Fe Trail Scenic and Historic Byway Kiosk and the CDOT Wayfar-
ing Kiosk will be installed this spring and summer.  The Museum will 
host a May 29 meeting for members of the Colorado Rural Electric Asso-
ciation and the Dutch Oven Cookers will provide the meal between 6pm 
and 9pm.  Patrick Eidman from the Colorado Office of Archeology and 
Preservation has scheduled a History Colorado meeting at the museum on 
July 8.  History Colorado donated grant funds for the building assessment 
and roof repair.  After a brief discussion with the commissioners, it was 
decided to continue to loan out some of the antique wagons on exhibit at 
the museum.  Some are fragile, but steps are outlined for safely transporting 
the wagons to and from local events.  A MOU, memorandum of under-
standing, between the County and Department of Human Services was 
approved.  Both entities will share costs for IT services through the year at 
a rate of $6,776 per month.  The agreement will include a 60 day opt out 
clause for either party. 

A transportation issue was discussed pertaining to the Highway 50 
overpass between Holly and Granada.  CDOT has plans to replace the 
overpass and straighten the curves on the east/west approach.  Attorney 
John Lefferdink said the county won’t be impacted by the construction, 
but noted that the county owned that stretch of roadway back in the 1930s 
before it became a state highway.  The easement of record from the land-
owner to the county was not assigned by the county to the state highway 
department which was why the county is named in condemnation hearings 
for property along the highway to proceed with construction of the new 
overpass.  Lefferdink has left a message with the Attorney General’s office 
for clarification on the matter. 

Commissioners waived the fairground fees for two events, one for Re-
lay for Life, requested by Sherri Kerr.  A fundraising dinner will be held on 
May 4.  Ron O’Neal’s request was also approved for a horseshoe competi-
tion and poker run, organized for the mid-June convention of the state 
American Legion in Lamar.  A Ford Taurus, used by the county, will be 
offered as is, for a sealed bid.  The commissioners voted to lease eight shares 

of Prowers County LAWMA water shares for 2014 for the East Prowers 
Cemetery District.  The rate is $36 per share for a total of $288.   The com-
missioners also noted a letter from the Lower Arkansas Water Management 
Association informing them of LAWMA’s 2014 Replacement Plan with 
an initial allocation of 90%.  The state engineer approved the allocation 
to 81%, but it may revert to 90% pending replacement sources through 
2014.  The commissioners will discuss the logistics of loaning trucks to the 
City of Lamar for hauling topsoil from the landfill to the North Gateway 
Park, formerly Valco Ponds.  The site needs topsoil to improve growing 
conditions for new grass this season. 

An agreement with the Kansas Department of Transportation regarding 
shared user radio communication was tabled until County Attorney, John 
Lefferdink reviewed legal options over responsibilities and potential lawsuits 
from Kansas emergency departments.  The commissioners discussed that 
potential with Lefferdink and County Fire Chief, Staffon Warn.  The emer-
gency radio system agreement allows communication between responders 
from either state during a mutual response.  Lefferdink said he could attempt 
to contact the Kansas representative for future clarification. 

The commissioners approved a letter of support for Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife to purchase approximately 700 acres from Midwestern Farms 
near Holly in Eastern Prowers County.  The purchase includes a pond and 
about 3.5 miles of river bottom south of the BNSF railroad.  There was no 
mention of a timetable for the sale. By Russ Baldwin

Baxter Black to Headline the Annual Farm-
City Banquet

Noted cowboy poet, author, former large animal veterinarian and ra-
dio personality Baxter Black has been signed by the Lamar Chamber of 
Commerce to headline the annual Farm-City Banquet next November 15.  
Members of the chamber board confirmed the announcement during their 
meeting with the Prowers County Lodging Tax Panel board Tuesday after-
noon, April 15.  Mark Carrigan, Kevin Swanson and chamber office man-
ager Lisa Carder requested marketing funds from the board for a regional 
advertising campaign.  Dinner and entertainment or entertainment-only 
tickets will be available for the event this fall. 

Panel members also heard requests for advertising funds from repre-
sentatives of the Holly Bluegrass Festival, Wild West BBQ Cookoff, and 
the LCC Antelope Stampede. 

Jill Briggs said this year’s 12th annual Bluegrass Festival will run June 
13-15 at the Holly Gateway Park and as before, all events are free.  Five 
groups are scheduled to perform and the jam in the park will be held fol-
lowing a community dinner on Friday.  One local band, Freddy Darnell 
and Country Gold hails from Las Animas.  The remaining bands are also 
well known in the bluegrass musical sphere.  Briggs said upwards of 1,000 
people come to Holly each year to enjoy the free concert, the only one of 
this nature in the entire state. 

Up to 35 teams can register for this year’s Wild West BBQ Cookoff, 
combined with the Cinco de Mayo festivities set for May 9 and 10th at Wil-
low Creek Park.  This will be the second year the two events are combining 
their activities.  Diane Pool, Cookoff organizer, said this is the 10th year for 
the sanctioned BBQ which saw 27 entries last year.  “We still offer a total of 
$10,000 in cash prizes for the winners and over a dozen have already signed 
up to compete,” she said.  Pool added that the group plans to advertise on 
television as well as radio and printed materials this year.  Another change 
is that all the judges for the Cookoff now have to be sanctioned under the 
rules set up by the Kansas City BBQ Association.  That also means one 
judge for every entry for the Cookoff.  Cindy Bennett, another organizer, 
said plans call for a small, four-ride carnival and kids games will be offered, 
as well as a car show and the popular Cinco de Mayo festivities. 

Fred Sherwood represented Lamar Community College as he laid out 
plans for the annual Antelope Stampede set for October 2-5 this year.  The 
Stampede is an annual regional college rodeo held at the Prowers County 
Fairgrounds featuring 14 schools and up to 400 contestants from Wyo-
ming, Nebraska and Colorado.  The Stampede is by far one of the events 
that draw crowds to Lamar and helps put ‘heads in beds’ for local motels.  
Sherwood estimated that as many as 350 rooms in Lamar are booked for 
the autumn competition.  All of the events funded by the Lodging Tax 
Panel are predicated that they will attract visitors from around the region 
for overnight stays in the county.  Panel funds are obtained from a 2% lodg-
ing fee assessed from the rentals of all the motel rooms in Prowers County. 

Panel members approved $6,500 for the Farm-City Banquet, $,3000 
for the Holly BlueGrass Festival, $4,000 for the Wild West BBQ Cook Off 
and $9,500 for the LCC Antelope Stampede. 

Panel members also voted unanimously on a motion from member 
Doug Thrall to set aside at least $10,000 in the budget for contingency 
funds.  The monies used will be an immediate $5,000 now held by the 
Panel and another $5,000 that is anticipated as part of the quarterly pay-
ments from the state later this month. By Russ Baldwin



VOLUNTARIOS Y EMPLEADOS! 
Comienza a las 6:30 del la manana 

Departamento de servicios publicos, 103 North 2nd Street 
No olvide Sus Guantes del Trabajo! 

El almuerzo será proporcionada a mediodía en Parque de Willow Creek  
para todos los voluntaries y empleados.  

 
CIUDADANOS! 

Todos los artículos deben ser colocados en frente de su casa antes de las 7:00 de la  
manana. Los trabajadores de la limpieza sólo visitarán su vecindario una vez.  

Los artículos no deben ser colocados afuera por la noche.  
Por favor tenga elementos separados y etiquetados de liquidos.  

Los artículos que son aceptados: 
• Pintura de Base de látex/petróleo 
• Llantas 
• Madera tratada (corbatas de ferrocarril, madera de puente, postes de cerca, astas  
      telefónicas) 
• Aceite usado/Antifreeze (Entrega al la Departmento de Obras publicas, 103 South 2nd Street) 
• Los Filtros de aceite utilizados (debe estar libre de todo el aceite) 
• Refrigeradores, las congeladoras, lavaforas, las secadoras, las televisions, las computadoras 
• Las Ramas & Desecho de Yarda (Las extremidades deben estar agrupados y se limitan a tamaño 2" x 4 

pies. 30 Libras como máximo. Hojas deben estar en sacos.) 
 
Los artículos que no son aceptados: 
• El Escombros/Asbesto de la demoloción  • Vehículos de Trastos  • Barriles de Quemar   • Pilas sueltas de basura 
 
Los artículos que deben ser entregados al Departame nto de Bomberos: 
• Baterías 
• Focos fluorescentes 
• Las pesticidas (sólo casa y/o herbicidas) 
• Veneno (desecho peligroso, los limpiadores, los solventes) 
• Liquidos (debe ser marcado con la identidad del liquido) 
 

Dia de Dompe, Sabado! 
City Landfill and City Transfer Station 

La Ciudad de  
Lamar  

Dia de  
Limpieza 

 
Sabado 

Abril 26 , 2014 
7am-4pm 

Para mas informacion llame  
a Ted al 688-3652       
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Bent-Prowers Cattlemen Hold 145th Annual 
Meeting

SPRINGFIELD – Bent-Prowers Cattle & Horse Growers Associa-
tion discussed issues and heard from industry leaders at the membership’s 
annual meeting April 5th at the Minnick Building on the Baca County 
Fairgrounds.

About 60 ranchers attended the morning session, with the members 
passing a resolution asking for random drug testing for all recipients of 
food and other public assistance. Since 80 percent of the Farm Bill spend-
ing is allocated to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, 
which formerly was called food stamps), the resolution asks that a policy 
be implemented to ensure the recipients are drug-free. The proposed res-
olution will now be forwarded to the Colorado Cattlemen’s Association 
(CCA) convention on June 16-18 in Colorado Springs.

The membership also discussed the potential designation of a Nation-
al Heritage Area in Southeast Colorado and asked CCA to help the grass-
roots group in finding reliable and qualified sources plus resources of those 
who might have an NHA in their region, so that both pro and con may be 
analyzed before a formal position was taken.

Prior to the resolutions, reports were heard from Terry Fankhauser, 
Colorado Cattlemen’s Association (CCA) exec. vice president, Gene Man-
uello, CCA board president; Jo Ann McEndree, Colorado CattleWomen 
president; Chris Whitney, Colorado Brand Board commissioner; Todd In-
glee, Colorado Beef Council Board Member; and John Singletary & Travis 
Black, Colorado Parks & Wildlife.

The Bent-Prowers Cattle & Horse Growers is Colorado’s oldest live-
stock organization that serves members in Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Ot-
ero and Prowers counties. Members elected Bill Hancock of Rocky Ford as 
president; Pat Ptolemy of Swink as first vice president; Colby Mick of Mc-
Clave as second vice president; and re-elected Susan Russell of Sugar City as 
secretary/treasurer. Directors elected for the multi-county area are: Nolan 
Davis, Tim Erickson, Bruce Fickenscher, Amber Freouf, Bill Gray, Pat Kar-
ney, Tyler Karney, Joe Kasza, Leon Leonard, Amanda McEndree, Randy 
McEndree, Steve McEndree, David Mendenhall, Ron O’Neal, Leonard 
Pruett, Milton Rink, Timy Trosper, Ron Wait and Dustin Wyckoff. Out-
going president Reggy Lusk, plus recent past presidents Kevin Hefley and 
Lori Chase, round out the board.

Later at the VFW Hall, outgoing President Lusk presented Hancock 
with the traveling trophy belt buckle, in a banquet ceremony similar to the 
passing of the gavel. Hancock will take over the helm of the 385-member 
association, which serves much of southeast Colorado.

Southeast Colorado CattleWomen and Southeast Colorado Junior 
Cattlemen members met, plus the youth held their own annual meeting. 
Bent-Prowers Cattlemen kicked off its 145th year with a ranch rodeo, ban-
quet, auction and cowboy ball. 

RANCH RODEO – Cowboys from throughout Southeast Colorado 
participated in the Bent-Prowers Cattle & Horse Growers’ inaugural ranch 
rodeo scramble. The association’s new event drew 18 teams, which com-
peted despite the damp and windy Saturday afternoon weather here.

In the ranch rodeo scramble, cattle are released into the ring as 4-man 
horseback teams take turns to complete all four tasks – mugging, calf doc-
toring (chalked), trailer loading and team penning – as quickly as possible 
in a timed scramble.

First place team was Jesse Jolly, Gary Grockett, Nick Peterson and Kyle 
Spitz. Second place team was Kasey Warnock, Jesse Jolly, Cole Dorenkamp and 
Brandon Seufer; and third place team was Dustin Boling, Cole Dorenkamp, 
Nick Peterson and Phy Lord. All earned cash prizes. A Calcutta was also held.

In addition, judges named Wyatt Wollert’s mount the Top Horse in 
the event and Kyle Hughes was named the Top Hand. Albert Bits & Spurs 
of Walsh was commissioned to make the top individual prizes for the April 
5th scramble.

ANNUAL BANQUET – Jo Ann McEndree was honored during the 
annual Bent-Prowers Cattle & Horse Growers Association banquet April 
5th here. McEndree, of Springfield, was selected as the association’s presti-
gious Honorary Life Member Award recipient.

McEndree’s cow herd began with a heifer from the Southeast Junior 
Cattlemen’s calf-chain program and she was a local and state junior officer 
for several years. Later she mentored juniors as association advisor, a role 
she has continued for more than 20 years.

She was Bent-Prowers Cattle & Horse Grower’s Association secretary/
treasurer and was the multi-county association’s president in 2007. At the 
same time, McEndree was active in Southeast Colorado CattleWomen, fill-
ing many roles including treasurer for seven years. In 1998, she was named 
CattleWoman of the Year by Southeast Colorado CattleWomen. She also 
served as education chair for the Colorado CattleWomen, then started up 
the state office ladder. In June 2013, she was installed as president of the 
Colorado CattleWomen.

McEndree also is active in her community, serving as a 4-H leader for 
23 years, helping with activities at Pritchett school, and overall superinten-
dent at the Baca County Fair.

McEndree’s surprise honor highlighted the evening, which also includ-
ed a presentation by Brady Rink, a Colorado FFA officer who just returned 
from a trip to Vietnam. A cowboy punch bowl, sponsored by La Junta 
Livestock Commission, was held prior to the buffet and a lively auction, 
with proceeds going to Colorado Cattlemen Association building fund, 
Southeast Colorado Junior Cattlemen scholarship fund and CattleWomen 
travel fund. The generously donated items included a custom-made sad-
dle, hand-crafted spurs and buckle set, hand-made quilts and stone patio 
benches. The sale netted nearly $6500.

Outgoing President Reggy Lusk of Springfield was given a custom-
made buckle set for his outstanding service to the association, which serves 
Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero and Prowers county agricultural com-
munity.

Saddlesores band, sponsored by Ordway Cattle Feeders, then set the dance 
floor in motion for a packed dance held at the VFW Hall. By Susan Russell

Informational Media Release from the
Prowers County Clerk’s Office

The Prowers County Clerk & Recorders Office received two Repub-
lican Candidate Petitions for the Prowers County Sheriff ’s race by the 
March 31, 2014, deadline, from Candidate’s Shawn Stone and Ronald 
Trowbridge.  It was determined by the County Clerk’s Office that Ronald 
Trowbridge submitted enough number of valid signatures to qualify for 
placement on the 2014 Republican Primary election ballot. 

Party Affiliation & Voter Registration
for the 2014 Primary Election 

Registered unaffiliated electors: The elector may affiliate and cast a 
ballot any time up until and on Election Day (June 24, 2014). 

Registered affiliated electors:  (Last day to change party affiliations 
is May 23, 2014) 

An elector who is registered and affiliated anywhere in the state may 
not change his or her affiliation after the 29-day deadline (May 23, 2014) 
under section 1-2-219, C.R.S. The elector must vote the ballot for the 
party he or she is affiliated with as of the 29th day (May 23, 2014) before 
Election Day. If the elector makes an affiliation change after the deadline, 
the county must defer processing that change until after the election.   

If an elector moves within the state and updates his or her informa-
tion after the 29th day, he or she cannot change affiliation at that time. 
(Note: Because the 29th day falls on a holiday, the affiliation deadline 
moves to the previous business day—May 23, 2014.) 

Not registered in Colorado: A person who is not yet registered in 
Colorado may register and affiliate through election day if he or she has 
resided in the state for 22 days before the election. The new elector will 
receive a regular ballot for the party he or she affiliates with at the time 
of registration. This provision applies only to individuals who are not 
registered anywhere in the state. 

Thank you, 

Jana Coen • Prowers County Clerk • 301 S. Main St., Ste. 210
Lamar, CO  81052 • (719)-336-8011 • jcoen@prowerscounty.net





Water Supply Outlook-NWS-Pueblo
As of April 1, the 2014 snowpack was below average across the Rio 

Grande Basin of south central Colorado.  Across the Arkansas Basin of 
southeast Colorado, the snowpack was highly variable, ranging from above 
average north of highway 50 to below average south of the highway. 

The Arkansas Basin snowpack measured 112% of median overall, 
up from 109% of median on March 1 and higher than 78% of median 
a year ago at the same time.  All of the above average snowpack in the 
Arkansas Basin was located north of highway 50 while snowpack south 
of the highway was below to well below average.  The Rio Grande snow 
pack measured 79% of median overall which was unchanged from March 
1 and higher than 69% of median a year ago at the same time. 

At the end of March, overall reservoir storage was below average across 
southeast and south central Colorado.  Storage in the Rio Grande Basin 
was at 73% of average overall, up from 68% of average on March 1 and 
higher than 54% of average a year ago at the same time.  In the Arkansas 
Basin, storage was at 67% of average overall, up from 60% of average on 
March 1 and higher than 55% of average a year ago at the same time. 

For the Arkansas Basin, streamflow volumes for the upcoming run-
off season are outlooked to range from above to below average.  Follow-
ing are the latest available streamflow forecasts for selected locations in 
the Arkansas Basin assuming normal precipitation during the remainder 
of the snow season: 

LOCATION               % OF AVERAGE     RUNOFF PERIOD 
ARKANSAS RIVER
  Granite 107 APR-SEP
  Salida 115 APR-SEP
  Canon City 107 APR-SEP
  Above Pueblo 105 APR-SEP
CHALK CREEK
  Near Lathrop 119 APR-SEP
GRAPE CREEK
  Near Westcliffe 79 APR-SEP
HUERFANO RIVER
  Near Redwing 78 APR-SEP
CUCHARAS RIVER
  Near La Veta 48 APR-SEP
PURGATOIRE RIVER
  Trinidad 49 APR-SEP
These forecasts reflect natural flow only.  Actual observed flow will likely 
be affected by upstream water management.  This is the fourth of six 
outlooks issued from January through June.  The next outlook for the 
2014 runoff season will be issued during the first part of May.  Users of 
this product are encouraged to contact the National Weather Service in 
Pueblo for continued updates on the water supply situation.  Meteoro-
logical conditions could develop that would have a significant impact 
on water supply forecasts.

Prowers County Could Be the Healthiest 
County in Colorado

As many of you may remember, a community health needs assess-
ment was conducted in 2012. Many of you participated in this health 
needs assessment and the time and effort you contributed is paying off. 
Your voices and opinions were heard and are very important to us.

The Prowers County Health Alliance (the Alliance) was formed in 
late 2012 to address the top issues identified in the community health 
needs assessment: obesity and teen pregnancy. The Alliance is grant-
funded and money is available to address the health needs of Prowers 
County. Sarah Aguilera, RN was hired January 1, 2014 as the Prowers 
County Health Alliance Coordinator. As the coordinator, Sarah will be 
very involved with the community throughout this process. Civic Cano-
py has also been hired to help facilitate this process and to address these 
very important health issues in Prowers County. These experts will help 
provide resources for members of the community to have their voices 
heard. Your continued input into this project is vital for successful health 
outcomes in Prowers County. The Alliance would like to encourage all 
the residents of Prowers County to actively participate in making this 
county the healthiest in Colorado. We are confident that this is an attain-
able goal and we want you to be a part of it. Please take this opportunity 
to contact the Prowers County Health Alliance Coordinator, Sarah Agu-
ilera, for more information.

This is such an exciting time in our county and we are so proud to be 

a part of it. The Alliance wants this enthusiasm and community engage-
ment to continue. We are very confident that Prowers County has the 
ability to become the healthiest county in Colorado. Join us in making 
Prowers County a great place to live!!!

Mission: The Prowers County Health Alliance will facilitate the pro-
cess whereby a strategic plan is created that will provide the direction for 
Prowers County to be the healthiest county in Colorado.

Vision: The Prowers County Health Alliance will provide leadership 
and direction for Prowers County to move toward being the healthiest 
county in Colorado.

Members of this committee include:
•  Sarah Aguilera, RN, Prowers County Health Alliance Coordinator
•  Jay Brooke, CEO High Plains Community Health Center, Prowers 
County Health Alliance Chair
•  Jackie Brown, MS, RN, APRN, Integrated Care Director, Southeast 
Mental Health Services at Southeast Health Group
•  Mike Bryant, Executive Director of Prowers Medical Center Foundation
•  Donna Walker, RN, MS, Chief Clinical Officer for Prowers Medical Center
•  Emily Nieschburg, MS, RD, CDE, LiveWell Prowers County Coordinator
•  Tammie Clark, RN, BSN, Director/Kiowa/ Prowers County Public 
Health and Environment
•  Dr. Sandy Summers, D-NP, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs 
representative, Prowers County Health Alliance Secretary

Please address any questions to Sarah Aguilera, Prowers Coun-
ty Health Alliance Coordinator. Phone: (719) 691-9157 • E-mail: 
saguilera_83@yahoo.com.

Lamar Sales Tax Notes Monthly Drop 
City of Lamar Sales Tax collected for February shows only a slight gain 

of 0.22% from 2013 to 2014 for a $498 rise.  Use Tax and Other Collec-
tions showed a drop of 27.3% and 68.13% respectively.  For the month, 
the City of Lamar falls behind last year’s collections by $8,750, or minus 
3.45% for combined taxes.

Year to date collections are also off by 6.91% for a drop of $61,495.  
Year to date sales tax collections are off by 3.69%, Use Tax is down 34.77% 
and Other collections are down 8.31%.  Tax revenues collected by this time 
period in 2013 were $890,050 with 22014 collections at $828,555.

The 12 Retail Sales categories listed by the city show most held steady 
to a small loss comparing January through March of 2013 to 2014.  Three 
of the most significant drops occurred in Groceries, Restaurants and Manu-
facturing.                       
                                  2012                  2013                 2014
Auto Parts 33,722 31,132 31,514
Building Materials 21,140 23,131 20,325
Apparel 8,528 8,924 8,743
C Stores/Gas 23,698 21,908 22,494
Dept Stores 284,448 283,526 269,758
Furniture 7,960 7,768 7,166
Groceries 69,317 68,000 62,301
Motels 28,020 29,228 28,710
Liquor Sales 25,081 25,413 23,385
Manufacturing 5,020 20,726 692
Restaurants 77,226 77,039 72,566
Other 12,473 14,411 14,436

Help Wanted - Health Coverage Guide
Health Coverage Guide – Full time position at High Plains Community 
Health Center located in Lamar, CO. Position is grant funded. Experi-
ence preferred, but not required. Veterans are encouraged to apply. Apply 
at www.highplainschc.net. The position will be open until filled. High 
Plains is an equal opportunity employer.

PERA Special Guest Speaker Dennis Gatlin 
The director of field education for the PERA organization will be  in La-
mar next week.  He will be present at the monthly PERA meeting April 
29th. Starting at noon  Dennis Gatlin will speak to the PERA members 
in the Senior Citizen Center. Then again that evening he will be at the 
Cow Palace, he will field questions for present employees of PERA.

Prowers Medical Group Hosts Open House
Prowers Medical Group, PMG, is hosting an open house, Friday, 

May 9 from 2p to 4pm.  This will give local residents an opportunity to 
meet their medical providers and join in a casual conversation to get to 
know them better.

See you May 9 at Prowers Medical Group at 403 Kendall Drive in 
Lamar.  Refreshments will be served.



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753
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Breakfast: 6 a.m. - 10 a.m.  7 days a week
Lunch: 11a.m. - 2 p.m.  7 days a week
Dinner: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.  7 days a week

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!

World Famous

Mexican Buffet

Every Friday

5:00 -9:00

Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
in the Lounge for all Sports Events

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!

Letter to the Editor: Manuel Cantu-Republican 
Candidate for Bent County Sheriff

I would like to introduce myself.  I am Manuel Cantu and I am run-
ning as the Republican Candidate for Bent County Sheriff in the primary 
election on June 24, 2014.  I would like to thank all of my supporters that 
helped get me on the ballot. 

I have 25 years of law enforcement experience.  Prior to that, I entered 
the military in 1963 at 17 years old.  I served with the military for four years 
and during that time I was involved in the Vietnam War.  In 1968 I left the 
military and settled in San Antonio, TX and worked as a diesel mechanic.  
In 1970 I married the love of my life, Joyce, and moved to Ohio where I 
began to drive a semi truck along with other odd jobs, putting my family 
first and everything second.  With Joyce by my side, our family grew, with 
us raising seven kids, and from that we now have 18 grandkids and six great 
grandkids. 

In 1971 I decided that I needed to serve again and moved to Rangely, 
Colorado where I was a patrol deputy for Rio Blanco County, Colorado.  
I served three years and then moved to Utah and worked for Vernal City 
Police Department for three years and then went to Uintah County Sher-
iff ’s Office where I served 16 years, working closely with the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs and retired as chief investigator.  During my time with Uintah 
County Sheriff ’s Office I obtained my Masters Degree in chemistry from 
the University of Utah, Salt Lake City. 

After a short stint of retirement, I then went to work for the Utah De-
partment of Corrections in Draper, Utah and later retired again to an empty 
house, because my children were all grown.  Joyce and I then purchased a 
semi truck and I drove for many years.  In 2007 Joyce and I bought our 
home in Las Animas and we have lived in the same home ever since. 

I have now decided to run for Sheriff of Bent County.  I strongly 
believe that the sheriff ’s office is an office for the people.  Therefore my of-
fice will work for the people.  As sheriff of Bent County, the people of this 
county will come first and politics will come second. 

I will use the many years of not only my law enforcement experience, 
but also my life experience to provide the people of Bent County with the 
best law enforcement that they deserve.  I will do this by providing the staff 

with the exceptional leadership that is expected of the sheriff, because the 
agency and the way the staff interacts with the pubic is a direct reflection of 
its leadership. 

To the people I have already met, I have enjoyed our conversations about 
what you expect and what you want to see from the sheriff.  To the people 
I have yet to meet, I look forward to speaking with you and having discus-
sions about where the sheriff ’s office has been, where it’s going and what you 
expect from your sheriff ’s office. 

Serving the people of Bent County as the sheriff is important to me 
because I am part of this community and when I go to bed at night, I lay my 
head down on my pillow, in my bed, in the house that I own, which is in Las 
Animas, Bent County, Colorado.  Thank you. 

Manuel Cantu • 425 Poplar • Las Animas, CO

Lamar to Host Arkansas River Basin Water 
Forum 

Lamar is one of the cities selected to host a future Arkansas River Basin 
Water Forum.  It will be held at 7pm on Thursday, May 1 at Bowman Hall 
at Lamar Community College.

Residents in the Arkansas River Basin are encouraged to participate in 
developing Colorado’s Water Plan.  Governor Hickenlooper issued an execu-
tive order in 2013 calling for the development of a statewide water plan, the 
first draft of which will be complete this December.  Each river basin in the 
state, including the Arkansas Basin, is developing a Basin Implementation 
Plan that will forecast future water needs in the basin and identify ways to 
meet those growing needs in a state where water is scarce.  The BIP informa-
tion from all basins will be folded into the final state plan.

The Arkansas Basin Roundtable has been working on this issue for many 
years, and wants to be sure every voice is heard as many interests complete for 
a limited water supply.  To do so, several ways of providing input are being 
offered to basin residents.

Residents can log on to the basin website at www.arkansasbasin.com which 
provides in depth information about what has been done so far in the planning 
process and complete a survey that will ask for your opinion on water matters.  
La Junta will also host a form on April 22-24 and will feature presentations and 
panel discussion on the Basin Implementation Plan and Colorado’s Water Plan 
as well as offering a polling exercise that will allow attendees to share their input 
of the plans.  Registration information can be found at www.arbwf.org.
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Meeting Dates for 
Relay for Life

All meetings will take place at 
7:00 pm at the Lamar United 
Methodist Church.

April 21 • May 5 and 19
and June 2nd

Teams are encouraged to attend 
and find out what we are doing 
new in 2014! For more informa-
tion, please contact Sherri Kerr 
at 719-336-3855

Get Lean Lamar!
Are you ready to make YOU 
a priority this year? If so, join 
the High Plains Community 
Health Center weight-man-
agement support program 
TODAY!  All you need is 
a willingness to make this 
your best year in health and 
wellness.  You will receive 
weight loss support, healthy 
eating tips, healthy recipes, 
incentives, and exercise tips 
provided by Certified Per-
sonal Trainers and Health 
Coaches.  And it’s FREE! 
Classes are held every Tues-
day evening from 6:00-
6:30 in The Adult Health 
Center.  For more informa-
tion, call 336-0261

Weekend Sports Scores:
Baseball
Lamar 19 – Ellicott 1 Lamar 12 – Ellicott 0
Alamosa 10 – Lamar 9 Alamosa 8 – Lamar 7
County Line 18 – Fowler 0 County Line 12 – Fowler 2
Swink 5 – Granada 4 Eads 6 – Holly 4
Holly 14 – Walsh 4 & County Line 23 – Cheyenne Wells 1 

Girls Soccer
Rye 2 – Lamar 0
Vanguard Charter 6 – Lamar 0
Fountain Valley 10 – Lamar 0
Track
Longhorn Invitational
Girls Results
2nd – Granada
3rd – Wiley
4th – Lamar JV
8th – McClave
11th – Holly

Yuma Bill Kalb Invitational
Girls & Boys Results
1st – Lamar

Sports Schedule
Baseball
Apr 17 Holly @ Granada
Apr 19 County Line @ Las Animas
 Dolores Huerta @ Lamar
Apr 22 Lamar @ Manitou Springs
 Manzanola @ Granada
 Holly @ Springfield
Girls Soccer
Apr 18 Lamar @ Colorado Springs School
Track
Apr 17 Lamar, McClave, Granada @ Tiger Relays in La Junta
 Holly @ Wray
Apr 19 Lamar JV, Wiley, McClave, Granada @ Holly
 Lamar @ Rye
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LCC Sports
Baseball
Apr 18 Trinidad State Junior College @ LCC
Apr 20 LCC @ Trinidad State Junior College
Apr 22 LCC @ Colby Community College

Softball
Apr 17 LCC @ Trinidad State Junior College
Apr 20 LCC @ McCook Community College
Apr 22 LCC @ Luna Community College
Apr 23 LCC @ Luna Community College

Area School Activities
Lamar
Apr 23 ACT Testing @ Community Building
 Washington Field Trip for 1st & 2nd Grades

Wiley
Apr 17 Elementary Easter Parties
Apr 19 Booster Club 3 on 3 Basketball Tourney
Apr 23 ACT Testing for Juniors
 FFA Banquet at 6pm

McClave
Apr 17 Career Expo @ LCC
Apr 21 Senior Trip Starts
Apr 23 ACT Testing

Granada
Apr 18 No School
Apr 21 No School

Holly
Apr 17 State Knowledge Bowl
Apr 18 State Knowledge Bowl
Apr 19 Junior/Senior Prom
Apr 21 Elementary Class Groups
 JH/HS Spring Sports
 Spring Portraits
 Elementary Family Fun Night at 5:30pm
Apr 22 Wellness Committee Meeting at 7:15am
Apr 23 ACT Test – All Juniors
 FCW at 6pm

4th Annual Walter Ely 
Memorial Scholarship

Southeastern Developmental 
Services will be awarding a 
$500 scholarship in memory of 
Walter Ely.  Anyone who wish-
es to further their education is 
encouraged to apply.  There 
are no age restrictions.  To en-
ter, please submit a 1000 word 
essay as to why you should be 
awarded the scholarship.  The 
deadline for entries is May 5, 
2014.  The winner will be an-
nounced in June 2014.  All 
entries must be mailed to SDS 
Board of Directors, P.O. Box 
328, Lamar CO. 81052.  For 
more information call 719-
336-3244 ext 12. Please don’t 
forget to include your contact 
information with your essay.

Zonta Club of Prowers 
County Scholarships 

Available 
Applications for the 2014 Open 

Scholarships (traditional and non-
traditional), Lamar Community 
College Open Scholarship, and Jane 
M. Klausman Scholarship are avail-
able at the Zonta Club of Prowers 
County web site http://zontadis-
trict12.org/prowers/.  Please visit 
the website for application criteria 
and information or contact Karen 
Ketcham at 336-5550.

Zonta Club of Prowers County 
awards scholarships annually to 
young women throughout Prow-
ers County.  This year, Zonta 
Club of Prowers County has four 
scholarships available totaling 
$4200.00.  The Scholarship pro-
gram is primarily funded through 
various community events, includ-
ing the Zonta Planners and Zonta 
Rose Day.  The Club would like 
to thank everyone who partici-
pates in making these scholarships 
available.  The deadline for various 
scholarships is April 30, 2014.

12th Annual Merrill E. 
Brush Coaching Award

Nominate your coach! Any Lamar 
Middle School or Lamar High School 
coach is eligible for nomination. Ap-
plications are available at the Lamar 
High School, Lamar Middle School, 
or on the Lamar School District web-
site at www.lamarschools.org. The 
award will be presented at the Lamar 
Sports Booster Club Athletic Awards 
Banquet on May 13, 2014 at Lamar 
Community Building.Please note: 
Deadline is April 24, 2014.

Boys Results
4th – Holly
6th – Lamar JV
9th – McClave
10th – Granada
11th – Wiley



Items that will be accepted: 
• Latex/Oil Base Paint 
• Tires 
• Treated Wood (railroad ties, bridge timbers, fence posts, telephone poles) 
• Used Oil/Antifreeze (Drop-off site-Public Works Department, 103 North 2nd Street) 
• Used Oil Filters (must be free from all oil) 
• White Goods (refrigerators, freezers, washer, dryers, televisions, computers) 
• Tree Limbs & Yard Waste (limbs must be bundled and are limited to size  
      2” diameter x 4 feet, maximum 30 lbs. Leaves must be bagged) 
 
Items that are NOT accepted: 
• Demolition Debris/Asbestos • Junk Vehicles       • Burn Barrels     • Loose Piles of Trash 
 
Items that need to be delivered to the Fire Departm ent: 
• Lead Acid Batteries 
• Fluorescent Light Bulbs 
• Pesticides (only household and/or herbicides) 
• Poison (only household hazardous waste, cleaners, solvents, rodent control) 
• Liquids (must be labeled with the identity of the liquid) 

Free Dump Saturday! 
City Landfill and City Transfer Station 

       KEEP LAMAR 
BEAUTIFUL 

   City-Wide  
    SPRING 

                   Clean-up Day              

 
Saturday 

APRIL 26, 2014  
7am-4pm 

VOLUNTEERS AND EMPLOYEES! 
Meeting starts at 6:30 a.m. 

Public Works Department, 103 North 2nd Street 
Remember Your Work Gloves!  
Lunch will be provided at Noon at  

Willow Creek Park for all volunteers and employees.  
 

CITIZENS! 
All items must be placed at your front curb no later than 7:00 a.m.   

The clean-up crews will only visit your neighborhood once. 
Items must not be placed outside overnight.  

Please keep items separated and liquids labeled.  

If guidelines listed above are not followed, items will not be picked up  
and will be subject to code enforcement. For more information,  

please call Public Works Department at  
336-2002 or Lamar Partnership Inc. at 688-8073. 



Law Enforcement
Case#: 14L-03043 Officer: J. Inman Date: Thu Apr 03 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Josette Freyta in the 500 blk. of N. 6th St. on an active arrest warrant out of Prowers 
County. Freyta is being held on $500 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0856 PD Accident  21:31:41 04/04/14 M Palacios      CCI
Deputy Palacios responded to the 2600 blk of South Main Street in Lamar, on a report of a hit and run. RP 
was notified by witnesses that her vehicle was backed into by another vehicle. Deputy located the run veh 
and driver was issued a summons for failed to notify police of accident and for unsafe backing.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0859 Assault         14:31:32 04/05/14 JE Weisenhorn   CCI
Deputy J Weisenhorn responded to the park in Holly for an assault. The RP stated her father had hit her in 
the face and pulled her hair. The father was issued a summons.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0862 Alarm      01:09:24 04/06/14 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputies responded to the 28000 blk of Cnty Rd 8.2 for a panic alarm. RP told Deputies he was pushed 
by a female while trying to deal with two males possibly wanting to fight. RP stated the two males left the 
area and everything was okay.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0864 Disturbanc    04:30:33 04/06/14 JE Weisenhorn   OHS
Deputy J Weisenhorn responded to the 33000 blk of Cnty Rd 7 for a subject in the parking lot yelling. Upon 
arrival the subject was standing outside by the C-store. He was advised not to be causing a disturbance.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0866 Disturbance  11:32:06 04/06/14 JE Weisenhorn   ACT
Deputy responded to the 33000 blk of Cnty Rd 7 on a report of a disturbance. The subject was advised to 
stay out of the area. The subject was later arrested after another incident.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0869 Controlled Substance Problem   18:45:20 04/06/14 M Palacios      CAW
Deputy Palacios responded to Ports to Plain on a report disturbance. Deputy arrested John Wayne Weaver 
for Disorderly Conduct and Unlawful Possession of Synthetic Cannabinoids or Salvia Divinorum. Weaver 
transported to and is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $1000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
14L-03092 Disturbance    17:24:17 04/04/14 M Harris        CAA
Case#: 14L-03092  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sat Apr 05, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE: Officer responded to the 
400 block of N 3rd St for a report of a disturbance. Officer summonsed one subject for disorderly conduct.

——————————————————————————–
14L-03097 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 22:17:54 04/04/14 M Harris        OHS
Case#: 14L-03097  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sat Apr 05, 2014 MEDIA RELEASE: Officer responded to 
the 400 block of N 3rd St for a report of a male subject yelling he needed help from the police. The subject 
was later contacted at the police department, where officers assisted him.

——————————————————————————–
14L-03098 Harassment     22:47:31 04/04/14 M Harris        OHS
Case#: 14L-03098  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sat Apr 05, 2014 MEDIA RELEASE: Officer responded to 
the 400 block of N 3rd St for a harassment. Officer contacted both parties involved and was advised they 
would cease their activity.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0863 DUI      02:19:10 04/06/14 R Rodriguez     CAA
Deputy Rodriguez arrested Maria Galaviz, 43 of Lamar, for DWAI and weaving after she was contacted at 
Main St & Roe St in Lamar for a traffic violation.  Galaviz is being held on a $750 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-030370 Officer: J Inman Date: Fri Apr 04 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers marked an abandoned vehicle in the 1000 blk. of S. 4th St.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03079   Officer: P. Wilson  Date: Fri Apr 04 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers assisted Lamar EMS with a combative subject in the 500 Blk of S. 7th

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03085  Officer: P. Wilson  Date: Fri Apr 04 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Jose Ramos on an active restraining order violation in the 1200 Blk of S. 13th St. Ramos 
was transported to the Prowers County Jail and held on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-03107  Officer: C Miller  Date: Sat Apr 05 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a vehicle in the 300 block of East Olive St. Bradley Martinez (21) of Wiley was arrested 
for DUI and other charges.

Case#: 14L-03114          Officer: Kemp             Date: 04/05/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of South 11th St and Park Way Dr. for the report of a woman yelling for help. 
Samantha Gonzales, age 27, was arrested for domestic violence and held at Prowers County Jail on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03116 Officer: J Inman Date: Sat Apr 05 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Stephanie Barker in the 800 blk of Yucca Dr. on three active arrest warrants out of Prowers 
County. Barker is being held on $1,500 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03127   Officer: Kemp   Date: 04/05/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a wanted subject in the 900 block of East Olive St. Melinda Mondragon, age 45, was 
arrested and held on $500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03131  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sat Apr 05, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer contacted Billi Jo Rider, 35, of Lamar, during a traffic stop. Officer determined that Rider’s driver’s 
license was revoked and took her into custody. Rider is being held on $1,000 bond at Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03133   Officer: Sharrar  Date: Sun Apr 06 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Albert Flores 37, of Lamar was arrested on charges of driving after revocation prohibited and obstructing a 
peace officer. Flores was transported to Prowers County Jail and being held on a $10,000 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03138  Officer: J LaCost Date: Sun Apr 06 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a vehicle in the 10 block of South Main for defective tail lights. Nicholas Horner, 26, was 
arrested for DUI and other charges.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-03140   Officer: T Cope     Date: Sun Apr 06 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1300 block of S. 9th St. for a report of criminal mischief.  Estimated damage to 
the vehicle window is $300 dollars.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03141   Officer: Kemp  Date: 04/05/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 900 block of South 12th St for the report of criminal mischief.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03150  Officer: J. Sherrill   Date: 04/06/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 300 block of S. 7th St. on a report of criminal mischief. A motorcycle was dam-
aged. Repairs were estimated at $200. 

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03143    Officer: Kemp    Date: 04/05/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1500 block of Sunset Pl for the report of criminal mischief.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03149      Officer: Kemp     Date: 04/06/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 300 block of South 7th St for the report of stolen motorcycles.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0877 Burglary        22:26:36 04/07/14 Shawn Stone     ECV
Deputy dispatched to the 9000 block of County Road HH.5 on a report of a burglary. Upon arrival Deputy 
was told someone broke out a window to the residence and only took a few items.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03161   Officer: Sharrar    Date: Sun Apr 06 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Adalberto Martinez 36, of Lamar was arrested on an active warrant out of Prowers County.  Martinez was 
transported to Prowers County Jail and being held on $500 cash or surety bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03192  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Mon Apr 07, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1300 block of S Main St for a report of a shoplifter in the store. Officer contacted 
the subject, the subject was non-compliant and was arrested.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-03193  Officer: Sharrar   Date: Mon Apr 07 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Manuel Gomez 18, of Lamar was arrested on charges of driving under restraint. Gomez was transported to 
Prowers County Jail and being held on $1000 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
14P-0872 Animal Cruelty   10:21:09 04/07/14 T Weisenhorn    NCR
Detective T Weisenhorn responded to Austin Road on a dog without shelter or food. The owner of the 
animal will be contacted about shelter for the animal.

——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/




