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Lamar Police Seeking Public’s Help on Assault Case
The Lamar Police Department requests the assistance of the public in locating Justin
Orozco who has an active warrant for the assault of a police officer that occurred at approximately 8:15pm on Wednesday, January 8, 2014. Orozco is described as a Hispanic
male, 5’07” tall, weighing approximately 170 pounds, with
brown hair and hazel eyes.
Orozco should be considered dangerous, and the Lamar
Police ask that if he is seen, contact your local law enforcement
agency as quickly as possible and
do not attempt to contact him on
your own. During the incident
at the Tank and Tummy store at
1407 South Main Street, the officer attempted to arrest Orozco
who resisted and assaulted the
officer. Shots were fired by the
officer during the encounter. No
one was injured due to gun fire
and the officer was treated for injuries at Prowers Medical Center
and released.
Several streets in the southwest portion of Lamar near the
Lamar High School and off Savage Avenue were searched that evening by officers of various law enforcement agencies. The manager of the Tank and Tummy said surveillance
cameras had been set up at the store about six months ago and the police wanted to view
any evidence from that incident which occurred at the gas pumps at the service station.
At the time of this publication, the suspect, Justin, Orozco remains at large.
It is requested that anyone with any information related to the case to contact the
Lamar Police Department at 719-336-4341, or through the Tip Line where information
can be left anonymously at 719-336-1435.
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Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design • Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps
Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
email: lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

Use our New GNB Mobile App
MOBILE BANKING

Easy & Secure
www.valleynationallamar.com

(719) 336-4381

FRONTIER BANK
www.frontierbankco.com

KELLI HESS, Loan Officer
* We’re your Hometown Mortgage Lender
* Borrow here * Pay here * Local decisions
* Local Servicing * Great Rates
200 South Main Street
P.O. Box 988
Lamar, Colorado 81052

Phone: 719-336-4351
Fax:
719-336-4352

NMLS528603

Visit Us @ theprowersjournal.com or Call 336-9095

phone: 719-336-5550
fax: 719-336-5560
202 S. 5th Street • Lamar, CO 81052
• Life Insurance
• Health Insurance
• Disability Income Insurance
• Estate Planning
• Personal Needs Analysis
• Long Term Care Insurance
• Retirement Planning

www.cruikshankrealty.com

• Mutual Funds
• Annuities
• IRAs & SEPs
• 403(b)s
• 401(k) & 401 (k) Rollovers
• College Planning

Investor Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Transamerica
Financial Advisors, Inc. (TFA) Member FINRA/SIPC & Registered Investment Advisor. Non-Securities Products
are not Offered Through Transamerica Financial Advisor, Inc. (TFA) Core Financial and TFA are not affiliated.
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719-316-1101 • PO Box 104 • 408 N. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO 81067
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303-866-4875 • larry.crowder.senate@state.co.us

4UBUF3FQ5JNPUIZ%PSF %JTUSJDU
303-866-2398 • tim.dore.house@state.co.us
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719-542-7550 • 129 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

644FOBUPS.BSL6EBMM

719-542-1701 • 107 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

4UBUF4FOBUPS,FWJO(SBOUIBN %JTUSJDU
303-866-4877 • kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us

4UBUF4FOBUPS(SFH#SPQIZ %JTUSJDU
303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net

ACE Tire Service
Specializing in All
Your Tire & Alignment Needs

(719) 336-0403

KVAY Receives Urban Redevelopment Grant,
Landfill Fees Explained
The Lamar Redevelopment Authority and Beacon Broadcasting finalized a Development Agreement needed for a grant for property rehabilitation at 114 South Main Street
in Lamar. KVAY Radio purchased the property, the former Main Café, to renovate into
new business offices and broadcast studios. The grant will cover about 50% of the rehabilitation work planned for the address.
The grant is $71,804 which will be paid from the Urban Renewal Authority budget
in two segments to help cover the costs for façade and roof rehabilitation and infrastructure improvements. The city will provide $5,050 for in-kind services for replacement of
a 70 foot sewer line and for administration of the grant. The project is expected to be
completed by the end of February when KVAY moves its current rental location from 224
South Main to 114 South Main Street in Lamar. Shawna Hodge, Lamar’s Main Street
Director, asked that if anyone had photographs of the front of the property taken between
1931 and 1940, please contact her at 688-8073, as the pictures would be useful in developing the proposed façade.
The Lamar Police Department received approval from the Lamar City Council to
upgrade the aging motor vehicle fleet. The total lease/purchase price for four Chevrolet
Tahoe vehicles is $136,720.37 and was approved in the city’s 2014 budget. As these are
four wheel drive vehicles, Police Chief Gary McCrea explained that they will not be used
as primary patrol cars. The vehicles were bought through a state bid.
A cost analysis of garbage service to the city’s customers was provided by Public
Works Director, Pat Mason. Wiley Town officials recently approached the council with
concerns over recent disposal fee increases. They met with Mason and Lamar City Administrator John Sutherland to see if any relief could be possible on the price hike. Mason’s breakdown showed that each customer pays $18 a month for collection and disposal
on a cubic yard reference. The City of Lamar charges $7 per cubic yard for disposal at
the landfill. The fee is just under 14% of the total cubic yard cost ($51.03) for collections
and disposal.
Sutherland, briefed the council on the latest minimum wage level for Colorado. He
explained that the new wage is $8 per hour, which is below the starting salary of municipal
employees at $8.40, so there will be no impact to the city’s payroll budget.
The council approved a one year contract for rental of the Cardio Vascular and Weight
Room at the Lamar Community Building. Rick Akers, Parks and Recreation Director,
said the monthly rental charge will be $150 to Kelsey Herrera, Personal Trainer.
The City of Lamar had filed as an objector in LAWMA’s water court application,
Case No. 10CW85. The action provided the city with updated information as the case
moved through the courts. It also helped protect the city’s interest in the Ft. Bent Ditch
and to ensure that LAWMA did not agree to terms and conditions that the city could not
live with in Lamar’s change of its Ft. Bent shares. The trial is now pending and LAWMA
has proposed a decree to “get Lamar out of their case” as an objector and have requested
that Lamar stipulate to the decree.
Several locations and media outlets were approved for the annual posting of meeting notices for the City of Lamar. The annual approval includes council chambers, the
Recreation, Street and Water Department offices, the bulletin board at the south end of
the City Complex hall outside the Cultural Events Center entry and the hallway entrance
between the City Complex and the Lamar Library.
Four bids were received by the city for the annual purchase of aggregate materials
such as asphalt, concrete and road base materials. Awards for materials were approved for
All Rite Paving and Ready Mix, Carder Inc, Robin’s Redi-Mix and Riverside Aggregates
LLC. By Russ Baldwin

LAMAR

HOLLY

SPRINGFIELD

109 W. Lee Ave., Ste. 16
Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-8292

127 S. Main St.
Holly, CO 81047
(719) 537-6100

27925 US Hwy 287
Springfield, CO 81073
(719) 523-1892

Farm/Ranch - Homeowners - Commercial - Bonds
Boat - Event - Specialty Types - Multi Peril Crop

MEDICAL CLINIC

410 W. COLORADO – HOLLY, COLORADO

Accepting New Patients!
Comprehensive Family Medicine
Call for your appointment today!
Office Hours:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8am-5pm
Wednesday 7:30am-5pm
Friday 8am-12pm

719-537-6642
COUNTY HOSPITAL
FAMILY PRACTICE & LTCU
“Always here for you.”

Run Smart

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.

Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling
6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax: 719-336-8159

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

VALLEY MEMORIAL
F UNERAL C HAPEL
Compassion & Dignity
206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
Derek & Angela
719.336.9011
Riner
119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229
Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
Toll Free 888.336.9011
719.456.1339
valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

Granada Landfill Fees Raised for Out of Town Users
The Granada Town Trustees voted unanimously this past Wednesday, January 8, to
raise the fees for non-residents who dump refuse at the town landfill. The measure was
taken to help defray the expenses of state mandated improvements at the landfill. Last
year, the state health department served notice that over a dozen violations had been
noted, some pertaining to record-keeping and others on environmental issues. The new
rates that will apply are $6 for a barrel, $16 per pick-up, $30 for a one axle truck, $50 for
a double axle, a full tandem truck is $60 and the change for a half tandem will be $40.
The new rates are now in effect.
The potential sale of the town’s electric utility system to SECPA, Southeast Colorado
Power Association was discussed with one or two trustees saying they had mixed feelings
on the issue. The town currently purchases power from SECPA and resells it to its resident customers, using the proceeds as operating funds to run the town government. The
current contract expires in 2015. Revenues have fluctuated from month to month, and
it was reported during a town meeting last September that $1,500 a month is an average
profit. The trustees are planning a February workshop to review any new developments
towards a sale. Voters could decide to approve the sale during a special election that would
be held in April. SECPA officials said if the sale goes through, they would upgrade the
metering system and correct the 10% electric leakage now occurring on dated lines.
In other action, the board decided to test a new software package on the town’s two computers instead of purchasing new equipment. The current support system will expire in March
and several free test sites will be investigated before taking the step to buy new equipment.
Dates for the rental of the Community Complex were approved including the
Granada Water Association on February 4; Rice/Hightower Reunion on June 14; DU
Amache Open House on July 12; Granada-Bristol Day on July 21 and St. Mary’s Bazaar
on November 22. The meeting was attended by Prowers County Commissioner Wendy
Buxton-Andrade and PCDI Director Lance Benninghoff. By Russ Baldwin

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP

Call (719) 336-9095 or visit theprowersjournal.com
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Obituaries
Anton (Tony) Fredrick Dreiling - October 27, 1920 to January 9, 2014 - Longtime
resident of Holly, Colorado Tony Dreiling, age 93, passed away in his son’s (Tim Dreiling)
home, Udall, KS January 9, 2014. Funeral services were held Wednesday, January 15, at
St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church, Holly, CO. Tony will be buried beside Nelsoline
and their infant son, Thomas Richard (March 5, 1948) in the Holly Cemetery. For online
condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
June Woelk - July 14, 1931 – January 9, 2014 - A memorial service for longtime Lamar
resident June Woelk, 82, will be held Saturday, January 18, 2014 at 10 a.m. at the Peacock
Family Chapel. Per June’s request, cremation will take place and there will be no visitation. For current information and online condolences, please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Nancy Nichols - April 2, 1918 – January 10, 2014 - Graveside services for former
Holly business woman Nancy Nichols were held Wednesday, January 15, 2014 at the
Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar, Pastor Kathy Leathers officiated. Funeral arrangements
were conducted by Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly, CO. For more information
or to leave online condolences please visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Dorothy Sterling - April 23, 1930 - January 8, 2014 - Dorothy Sterling was born April
23, 1930 in Bristol, CO. She departed this life, on January 5, 2014 in Boise, Idaho. There
will be Memorial Services later.

MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive Lamar CO
(719) 336-6767

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER
403 Kendall Drive Lamar CO
(719) 336-3179

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
215 Maple Avenue Las Animas CO
(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS: 7:00 – 8:30 AM
EVENINGS: 5:00 – 8:00 PM
SATURDAYS: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
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✓ YES we are still FREE Online!
✓ YES we are still FREE at Local Drops!
✓ YES we are now offering home delivery
for your convenience at only $55 per year!
Contact us at (719) 336-9095 for more information or
email us at theprowersjournal.com

PMC Announces First Baby of 2014

The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Lamar’s first baby of 2014 is KyLynn Shai Madden! Halee Atkinson and Damien
Madden of Lamar are proud to announce the birth of their first child who was also the
first child born at PMC in 2014. KyLynn was born at 6:18 am on January 6, 2014. She
weighed 6 lb 0.5 oz and measured 19.75 inches in length. She is welcomed by proud
grandparents Michele Hicks and Beatrice Brown. Congratulations to Halee and Damien
on the birth of your baby girl!

Nominations Open for Lamar Citizen of the Year
(FUZPVS'3&&DPQZPG

The Prowers Journal
Each Wednesday from
these local businesses: And everyday!
Frontier Bank
The Viaero Store
Perfect Ten
Pizza Hut
Holiday Inn Express
ALCO
LCC Wellness Center
Granada City Complex

Be sure to read
The Prowers Journal
online at
www.theprowers
journal.com

Upcoming Events
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210 S Main St • Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-9095

Who would you nominate to become the Lamar Chamber of Commerce, Citizen of
the Year? Past recipients include Barney Miller, Pat Palmer, Billye Spaar, Darlene Hamilton, Ebbie Reish or Ye Olde Rummage Shoppe Volunteers.
Nomination forms are available from the Lamar Chamber of Commerce for the
2014 honoree. The criteria to be considered in presenting a name include: purpose, leadership, community involvement and cooperation and support. The person’s profession,
position and company of employment as well as a biographical sketch is required. The
nominations should be submitted in a sealed envelope and a confidential panel will select
the recipient who will be announced during the Lamar Chamber of Commerce annual
banquet, Thursday, January 30 at the Lamar Eagles Aerie Lodge.
Nominations should be submitted no later than noon on Monday, January 20. Reservations for the banquet dinner should be made by January 24. Contact the Lamar
Chamber offices at 719-336-4379 for additional information. By Russ Baldwin
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Thursday, January 16 - Lamar Chamber Board Meeting – 7am • Prowers County
Historical Society General Meeting at Big Timbers Museum at 7pm

Saturday, January 18 - Bent’s Fort Chapter Annual Meeting at the John K. Rawlings

Heritage Center and Museum in Las Animas at 10am
Monday, January 20 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day • Lamar Public Library Board
Meeting – 4pm • Lamar Recreation Board Meeting – 7pm
Tuesday, January 21 - Lodging Tax Panel Meeting – 4pm • Lamar Public Library’s
Novel Walkers – 7pm in the Cultural Events Center
Wednesday, January 22 - PMC Board Meeting – 6pm

Like Us on Facebook

Your alternative FREE local news source!

theprowersjournal.com

Get your FREE copy of

The Prowers Journal
Get the latest
local news
everyday!
Be sure to read
The Prowers Journal
online at
www.theprowers
journal.com

And each Wednesday at
these local businesses:
Tank & Tummy
SOS Senior Center
Safeway
Corner Wine & Liquor
Burger King
Valley National Bank
Ho
Holly Town Depot
Green Garden Restaurant

Filbeck Realty
Lamar, CO
336-4301 688-2044
www.filbeckrealty.com

804 South 14th
50th Anniversary
Ken and Cathy Callison invite
all their friends to attend their
50th wedding anniversary celebration. The celebration will be
at the Cow Palace Inn Courtyard
in Lamar, Colorado on Saturday,
Jan. 18, 2014 from 2:00 p.m until 4:30 pm. The Callisons were
married in Emporia, Kansas on
Jan. 18, 1964 while they both
were college students at Emporia State University. Callisons
have one son Jeffrey and his
wife Christine who live in Fairbanks, Alaska. They also have
two grandchildren Hunter and
Teagan. No Gifts Please.

50th Anniversary
Family and friends of Mark &
Patty Rees, please join us to celebrate Mark & Patty’s 50th wedding anniversary on Saturday,
January 18, 2014, from 1-5pm
at the Prowers County Home
Ec Building in Lamar, Colorado.
Lunch and cake reception will be
served. The event will be hosted
by their children, Billi Jo & Jim
Rosa and Scott & Tammy Rees.

$59,500

Help Wanted
Temporary Employment
The City of Lamar is accepting applications for a temporary part-time Gate Attendant at the City of Lamar’s Municipal Landfill. Applications and essential job functions
available at the Human Resource’s Office, City Complex ,
102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO, 336-4376. Applications
will be taken until 4:00 p.m. January 24, 2014. Contingent upon job offer, the successful applicant will be required to take a pre-employment drug and alcohol test
and must provide a current motor vehicle record. EOE

81052-3299. All applications must be postmarked or
received in the Human Resources Office by 4:00 p.m.
Friday, January 31, 2014. Pre-employment testing is required. Upon job offer the successful applicant will be
required to take a pre-employment drug and alcohol test
and provide a current motor vehicle record. EOE

Real Estate
Professional Office Location
313 South Fifth Street Lamar, CO; Suites Two and Three
800 sq. Feet - All newly remodeled; Utilities Included;
Call Lori 336-7000

Residential Direct Care Staff
Southeastern Developmental Services is now hiring Residential Direct Care Staff. You must be compassionate,
patient and have an interest in working with people who
have a developmental disability. Requirements include
a clean driving record and background check. We will
provide all training. Please apply in person at 1111
South 4th in Lamar. E.O.E.

House for Rent
515 E Parmenter - 2 bedroom one bath. $500/mo plus
utilities - 705 S Main - 2 bedroom one bath, full basement $550/mo plus utilities - Call 691-9245

Fire Engineer/EMT-1
Lamar Fire & Ambulance is accepting applications for a
Full-time Fire Engineer/EMT-Intermediate. Applicants
must be certified as a Colorado Emergency Medical Technician Intermediate or as an EMT-Basic willing to obtain
EMT-Intermediate certification. Hazardous Materials
Operations or Technician level certifications preferred.
Applications may be picked up at the Human Resources
Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO
81052-3299 or on-line at www.ci.lamar.co.us. Applications must be submitted to the Human Resources Office
at the above address or to bert.davis@ci.lamar.co.us.by
4:00pm, Friday, January 31, 2014. E.O.E.

Mobile Home For Sale
For Sale – Mobile home trailer 14 x 65, 2 bed, 2 bath.
See anytime at Oak Trailer Park, 413 Chadwick Way –
Call 336-1017

Emergency Services Communicator
Applications are being accepted for an Emergency Communicator at Prowers County E-911. Applications and
job description are available at the Human Resources
Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO

House For Rent
4 Bdrms, 2 baths, large fenced backyard - Central Heat/
Air, W/D hook-ups - Leave Message at 719-688-7957

Miscellaneous
Wanted - Mic Stand & Mixer
Used straight mic stand in good condition and a 4 or 6
channel audio mixer. Call 688-7720
Fridge for Sale
Large white refrigerator – Older Model – Works Good$75.00 – call 336-2712 to see.

Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for
Sage Services in Prowers County. For more information,
call 336-7115.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - January 15, 2014

Pet Clinic
The Wiley annual Pet Clinic
will be held Saturday, January
18 from 9:30am to Noon at
the Wiley Town Office at
304 Main Street. Necessary
vaccinations for dogs and
cats will be available as well
as a dog licenses. Dr. Doug
Lubbers, DVM will handle
the vaccinations.
LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department
receives found property on a continual basis that includes bicycles,
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses
and numerous other items. These
items are kept for 6 months in an
attempt to locate the owners. We
encourage persons with lost property to contact the police department Monday through Friday
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Holly Recycle Bins
Holly residents who wish
to recycle their refuse can
use the recycle bins which
are now located at the municipal water tower.   To
report any utility emergencies, customers can call
940-1991.
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City of Lamar Sales Tax Revenue Report
Total Sales and Use Tax collections for the City of Lamar for November, 2013, collected in December showed a slight gain of 1.47%, or $3,975.41 over the previous year. Collections for November 2013 were $274,597.90. City Sales Taxes collected for the month showed a 0.29% increase.
Year-to-date collections for that period fared a little better with a 3.01% increase, or
$100,811.88 over the same period in 2012. Total Sales and Use Tax collections for 2013 at
$3,444,559 compared to 2012 figures of $3,343,747.
Seven of the twelve retail sales categories were down on year to date comparisons between
2012 and 2013.
2011
2012
2013
Auto Parts
135,934
141,816
139,092
Building Mat
94,404
112,310
109,170
Apparel
33,071
34,690
34,415
C Stores
103,520
104,781
103,244
Dept Stores
1,082,964
1,101,793
1,116,722
Furniture/Elect
28,124
24,587
23,495
Grocery Stores
296,978
285,293
279,531
Motels
133,702
160,583
157,285
Liquor Sales
103,287
111,134
98,140
Manufacturing
11,578
9,908
35,418
Restaurants
326,324
339,693
340,113
Other
46,318
44,788
47,964

LiveWell Prowers County Outlines 2014 Goals
Updates on the Prowers County Health Needs Assessment, diversify a common agenda
among health groups, seek volunteers for community leadership groups, develop youth oriented
projects, initiate a bicycle ownership program with the Project HOPE Center and help secure
local funding to purchase age appropriate playground equipment. This is an overview of what a
portion of 2014 activities should include, as outlined by Emily Nieschburg of LiveWell Prowers
County last week.
Nieschburg said a $100,000 grant from LiveWell Colorado will help fund this type of work
for the next two years, based on accomplishments. She added that some new groups will work
with local representatives in the planning process including The Civic Canopy, a non-profit Denver organization which helps develop health-oriented programs at a community level. A partnership with a branch of the Colorado Department of Public Health was also suggested. The Family
Leadership Training Institute can help develop a 20 week training course for leadership training
which has a 90% graduation rate. She added that a new emphasis will work with early childhood
development and not necessarily on the standard k-12 grades in the school district.
One of the programs mentioned involved combining the Project HOPE Center with LiveWell
to increase the number of children riding bikes for exercise and getting bikes to them. It was recently announced that the Lamar Police Department will turn over any unclaimed bikes that have
been in their keeping to the project. The project isn’t just for being able to ride a bike, but for
being able to repair them and keep them running. Nieschburg said the closest bicycle repair business is probably in Pueblo. The community building has a tool lending library and another one
could be started at Lincoln School. From there, she said, volunteers could lend a hand in repairs
or even give some of the bikes a new coating of paint.
The second program is to develop volunteers who would buy in to helping fund local
schools purchase age-appropriate playground equipment for youngsters. This doesn’t necessarily include slides and swings, but more hands-on equipment such as hula-hoops, baseball equipment, soccer balls and other equipment that can be shared during recess breaks. “Studies have
found that the more active kids are, the more it correlates directly to their next immediate class
and to their ability to retain their studies,” Nieschburg explained to the gathering last week.
Rick Akers, Lamar Parks and Recreation Director, provided an update on the latest North
Gateway Park projects. “We’re partnering with the Department of Parks and Wildlife to seek

funds for the new park,” he explained. Akers said a Fishing for Fun grant will be sought this
March, a floating dock is planned for the first pond closest to the bridge, a handicapped accessible area will be constructed as well as a permanent rest room. Other items on the planning
board include an archery range and a 1.5 mile walking trail on the acreage. Akers said the Two
Shot Goose Hunt committee is partnering to help raise funds and come this spring, the city
plans to begin a revegetation project. Akers added that fishing will always be a form of recreation on site, “Five thousand trout were stocked in the ponds last year and there are plans for
more in the future.” By Russ Baldwin

2014 DUI Enforcement Kicks Off with 431 Arrests
STATEWIDE—New Year’s Eve celebrations quickly turned sour for many users of Colorado
roadways who chose to ring in 2014 by driving impaired. Preliminary reports indicate that 431
people were arrested for DUI during the New Year’s Eve enforcement period in conjunction with
the Colorado Department of Transportation’s (CDOT) ongoing The Heat Is On impaired driving
prevention campaign. The New Year’s Eve crackdown began on Friday, Dec. 27, and lasted through
Thursday, Jan. 2. Arrest totals in 2013 were lower than the 2012 New Year’s Eve enforcement period, when 501 people were arrested for DUI. During the 2013 New Year’s Eve enforcement period,
there was one alcohol-related fatality
In encouraging Coloradans to “Drink and Don’t Drive,” CDOT supports an individual’s right
to celebrate, so long as they do so responsibly and don’t put the lives of others in danger. Overall,
6,989 people were arrested during 12 enforcement periods in 2013, a 28% decrease from the 9,784
arrests reported during the same enforcement periods in 2012.
“Our troopers operate under the mission of keeping Colorado safe, first and foremost,” says
Colonel Scott Hernandez, Chief of the Colorado State Patrol. “We hope that people continue to
hear the message about the dangers of driving impaired. Being arrested for DUI is a real nightmare—it’s expensive, it can result in loss of driving privileges and it’s incredibly dangerous for the
individual and those around them.”
“It’s comforting to know that CSP and many other top-notch Colorado law enforcement agencies are doing their part to keep impaired drivers off Colorado roads,” says Darrell Lingk, Director
of the Office of Transportation Safety at CDOT. “Each year we strive for zero fatalities - 2014 is
no exception.”
Preliminary reports show that the highest arrest totals came from the Denver Police Department (49 arrests), Aurora Police Department (36 arrests), Colorado Springs Police Department (28
arrests) and Larimer County Sheriff ’s Office (26 arrests).
The Heat Is On campaign runs throughout the year with 12 specific DUI enforcement periods
centered on national holidays and large public events. More details about the campaign, including
DUI enforcement plans, arrest totals and safety tips, can be found at HeatIsOnColorado.com.

Recycle Your E-Waste

Annual Meeting & Banquet

Drop off your plastic and electronic
waste at the Lamar Thriftway parking lot every 2nd and 4th Saturday
between 10am to 2pm. There
is a small fee to cover the cost of
hauling away the materials. For
more information, contact Shawna
Hodge, Lamar Partnership Incorporated executive director at 719688-8073. Materials include video
screens, tv’s, cell phones, printers,
computer towers, etc.

Living with Diabetes

Healthier Living Colorado Diabetes
is a chronic disease self-management
program developed by Stanford University to help you with the challenges
of living with diabetes. The class meets
once per week for six weeks. Join us
at the High Plains Wiley Clinic on
Wednesday afternoons from 2:00-4:30pm starting January 15th and ending February 19th. The class is FREE
and friends and family are encouraged
to attend. For more information, contact Kacee or Lisa at 336-0261.

Fireman’s Ball
The Lamar Fire Department
invites you to attend the
Fireman’s Ball at the Roadway Inn in Lamar on February 14, 2014. There
will be dinner and a silent
auction from 6:00-8:00pm
and dance from 8:30pm12:00am. Dress is semi
formal. The cost of attendance is $25 per plate for
the dinner and dance or
you can attend the dance
only for $8 per person or
$15 per couple. For more
information or to purchase
your tickets, contact the
Lamar Fire Department or
call 719-688-9277 or 719691-1687. All profits from
the evening will benefit the
Lamar Fireworks Fund.
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Local Weekend Scores:
Girls Basketball

Lamar 62 – La Junta 38
Lamar 60 – James Irwin 23
Lamar 53 – Ellicott 36
Granada 53 – Wiley 35
Kit Carson 54 – Wiley 18
South Baca 62 – McClave 50
Holly 43 – McClave 38
Springfield 52 – Granada 37

Boys Basketball

James Irwin 44 – Lamar 33
Ellicott 68 – Lamar 52
Wiley 47 – Granada 45
Kit Carson 50 – Wiley 42
Holly 40 – McClave 34
Springfield 62 – Granada 60

Basketball
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 18

Jan 21

Wiley @ Walsh
Kim @ McClave
Pueblo Centennial @ Lamar
Kit Carson @ Granada
Holly @ South Baca
Trinidad @ Lamar (Boys)
Lamar (Girls) @ Trinidad
South Baca @ Wiley
Cheraw @ Holly
McClave @ Manzanola
South Baca @ Granada

Wrestling
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 18
Jan 21

Sports Schedule

Lamar @ Burlington
Lamar @ Florence
Lamar @ Florence Tournament
McClave @ Walsh Tournament
Holly @ Scott City
Liberal @ Lamar

January 15, 2014
Men’s Basketball

LCC Sports

Jan 17 - Eastern Wyoming Community College @ LCC
Jan 18 – Western Nebraska Community College @ LCC
Jan 22 – LCC @ Laramie County Community College

Women’s Basketball

Jan 17 - Eastern Wyoming Community College @ LCC
Jan 18 - Western Nebraska Community College @ LCC
Jan 22 – LCC @ Northwest Kansas Technical College

Lamar
Jan 22

Wiley
Jan 17

McClave
Jan 16
Jan 17
Jan 21
Jan 22

Granada
Jan 17

Holly
Jan 17
Jan 20
Jan 21

Area School Activities
Sick Leave Bank Board Meeting at 6am
Teacher Workday
Winter Sports Dance
Teacher In-Service
Knowledge Bowl @ Eads
FFA Record Book Night at 6pm
Spartan College of Aeronautics Rep Visit at 12:45
High School Knowledge Bowl @ Eads
High School Knowledge Bowl @ Eads
FFA to Stock Show
Wellness Committee Meeting at 7:15am

Are you ready for a fresh start?

It’s time again to set your New Year’s Resolution. If you
want to quit smoking but haven’t been able to quit alone,
then let’s do it together! We will explore reasons why we
use tobacco, strategies for quitting, how to cope with withdrawal and much more. Join us on Monday nights in January from 6:00-7:30pm at the High Plains Adult Health
Center located at 2221 Wellness Way in Lamar. There is
no cost to participate!

Home Room Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.

The Lamar Chamber of
Commerce invites you to
attend it’s 93rd Annual
Meeting and Banquet at the
Lamar Eagles Aerie Lodge
on January 30th. There will
be a Meet and Greet starting
at 6:00pm followed by the
Banquet at 6:30pm. Dinner includes a fresh green
salad, roast beef, mashed
potatoes & gravy, carrots,
fresh roll, and delicious
chocolate cake. Come see
the presentation for Citizen
of the Year and learn about
all the Chamber of Commerce is doing for our community. The cost to attend
is $25.00 per person. Please
RSVP by January 24 by calling 336-4379.
Help Solve a Crime,
Call the Local Tip Line
Call 719-336-1435 if you want
to leave information with the
Lamar Police Department or the
Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office.
The call line is available 24 hours
a day and you will remain anonymous. The tip line records your
messages and information. To
contact an officer, call the Prowers County Dispatch Center at
719-336-3977.

Lamar MOPS
Lamar MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers)
is an organization that works to meet the
needs of every mom of a child from conception through kindergarten. At MOPS,
every mom is welcomed, accepted, and inspired to reach her potential and recognize
her influence within her family. The Lamar
chapter meets most first Tuesdays of the
Month, September through May. The next
meeting will take place Feb. 4 from 8:3011:00 am at the Lamar Christian Church.
For more information, find us on Facebook
or visit lamarmops.blogspot.com.

Triple A Detail

Professional
Auto Detailing

Adam Morales, Owner
207 E. North St.
Lamar, CO 81052

Oil Changes

Shop 719-688-1691
Adam 719-688-1517

Window Tinting
Much More!

tripleagutters@hotmail.com

Law Enforcement
Case#: 14L-00089 Officer: J. LaCost Date: 01-03-2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the Willow Creek on College Road on a report of juveniles playing on the ice. Officers
asked them to get off the ice and warned them of the dangers of the ice.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00097 Officer: M. Harris Date: Fri Jan 03, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 block of W. Logan St. for a disturbance. Officers arrested Rudy Munez (47), of
Lamar, and transported him to Prowers County Jail. Munez is being held on $750 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00101 Officer: J. Inman Date: Sat Jan 04 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Rachelle Page, 30, of Lamar, in the 600 blk. of N. Main St. on an active arrest warrant out of
Prowers County. Page is being held on $500 bond at the Prowers County Jail.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00127 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Sat Jan 04 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to an overdose in the 100 blk. of S. 9th St. Subject was transported to PMC.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0050 Domestic Violence
20:50:27 01/06/14 JE Weisenhorn CAA
Deputies responded to the 800 blk of Colorado St in Holly for a possible-domestic violence. Michael Page was
arrested and charged with harassment and DV. Page is being held at the jail without bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00161 Officer: J LaCost Date: Mon Jan 06, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block of North 3rd St. on report of an assault. The individual was too intoxicated to answer any questions.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-00162 Officer: T Cope Date: Mon Jan 06 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 60 block of Mayhew Dr. for a subject urinating in front of his house. Subject was
advised not to urinate in public anymore.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00180 Officer: Sharrar Date: Mon Jan 06 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Mary Ring 54, of Lamar on a Prowers County Warrant. Subject was transported to PCJ.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00210 Officer: Kenny Davis Date: 01/07/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to 502 E. Cedar St. and conducted a welfare check on a rabbit being housed in
a hutch. Officer found the animal to be in good shape. A door tag was left at the residence advising of the concern.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0084 Agency Assistance
03:24:47 01/11/14 Shawn Stone OHS
Deputy and Posse Deputy Harris responded to the 500 block of East Oak Street in Lamar on a report of a fight
in progress involving multiple people. LPD Officers were on other calls at the time. Deputies helped secure the
scene and LPD handled the investigation.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00216 Officer: J. LaCost Date: Tue Jan 07 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Casie Hawkins, (26) on an active warrant. Hawkins was transported to the Prowers County
Jail and held on $6500 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00222 Officer: Sharrar Date: Tue Jan 07 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Robin Thomeczek, 19, of Lamar, on a Prowers County warrant. Subject was transported to
Prowers County Jail and held on a $5,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0058 Wanted Person
11:44:34 01/08/14 T Weisenhorn CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn served an arrest warrant on Casie Hawkins. Hawkins was arrested on a Prowers

County Court warrant for FTA. Hawkins is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $500 bond.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0068 Agency Assistance
20:46:31 01/08/14 JE Weisenhorn OHS
Deputies assisted the Lamar Police Department in locating one adult male who had assaulted an office. The
male is still at large and the Lamar Police Department will be handling the investigation.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00254 Officer: K. Dewey Date: Wed Jan 08, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 1100 blk. of S. 12th St. on a report of theft. The estimated value of the items was
around $300.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-00289 Sgt. Losa Date: Thu Jan 09 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 1600 block S. 9th St. on a report of a suspicious vehicle parked in the Rp’s yard.
The vehicle was collected and impounded as evidence.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14l-00334 Officer: B. Kemp Date: 01/10/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of North 5th St. on a report of a wanted person. Matthew Montoya, age
25, was arrested and held on $1500 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-00335 Officer: J. Inman Date: Fri Jan 10 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Ruben Maldonado-Perez, age 25, in the 1000 blk. of S. 8th St. on an active arrest warrant out
of Prowers County. Maldonado-Perez is being held on $750 bond.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0079 Burglary 16:17:25 01/10/14 S Zordel ACT
Deputies responded to a Burglary call in the 7000 blk of Hwy 50. Unknown suspects broke into a residence
and stole household items valued over $3000. Evidence was collected at the scene and charges pending outcome of the investigation.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0080 Vicious Animal
16:54:04 01/10/14 Shawn Stone CCI
Deputy dispatched to the 300 block of North 9th Street in Holly on a report of a vicious dog. Upon arrival
Deputy found the dog bit a juvenile female. The owner of the dog, Erica Salgado, was cited into Holly Municipal Court for Vicious dog prohibited.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0081 Traffic Violation
01:15:18 01/11/14 Shawn Stone CCI
Deputy and Posse Deputy Harris contacted a vehicle in the 100 block of North Main Street in Lamar for driving without headlights. The driver was cited for no driver’s license and possessed an open marijuana container
in the vehicle.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0082 Agency Assistance
01:47:12 01/11/14 Shawn Stone OHS
Deputy and Posse Deputy Harris dispatched to the 900 block of South Main Street in Lamar to assist the
Lamar PD with a shots fired call. Officers arrested a male subject for firing his handgun into the air.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0088 Traffic Violation
13:54:12 01/11/14 R Rodriguez CAA
Deputy Rodriguez arrested Joshua Nesslage, 33 of Cuchara, in the 27000 blk of Cnty Rd 3 on several charges
including driving while revoked, false reporting, criminal impersonation, and possession of fictitious plates.
Nesslage is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $2000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0098 Criminal Mischief
22:00:50 01/11/14 Shawn Stone CAA
Deputy dispatched to the 500 block of North 8th Street in Holly on a report of someone kicking in a door to
a residence and taking a bicycle. Upon arrival Deputy arrested Ryan Camarillo for criminal mischief and theft.
Ryan was transported to the Prowers County Jail.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0099 Contraband
02:03:24 01/12/14 D Ausbun
NCR
Case Report is for Marijuana in the legal limits taken from subjects booked into the Prowers County Jail.
While it is legal to possess in certain quantities it is still considered contraband in the Jail. Inmates can pick up
the items within a certain timeframe of their release from custody.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0100 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 19:09:47 01/12/14 Shawn Stone TRA
Deputy dispatched to the 3400 block of Memorial Drive in Lamar on a report of a stolen dog. The residence
is inside the City limits of Lamar and the call was given to the Lamar Police Department. The dog was not
stolen and was picked up earlier in the day and taken to the Lamar Animal Shelter.
——————————————————————————–
14P-0083 Agency Assistance
02:16:10 01/11/14 Shawn Stone UTL
Deputy and Posse Deputy Harris were dispatched to the 200 block of North 11th Street in Lamar to assist
Lamar PD with finding a person that ran from a traffic stop. The subject was not found.
——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/
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2013 Year in Review For Prowers County
June through September
June 2013 Year in Review

Local residents had a chance to enjoy two days focusing on family activities towards the end of June. The Lamar Fireman’s Family Carnival held
at Bicentennial Park had to batten down the hatches and pull down some
tents in view of the strong winds that swept across the area that afternoon.
Families still enjoyed such traditional games as balloon darts, ring-toss, water bucket splash as well as grilled hot dogs and drinks. About 800 persons
came out the next night for the first Saturday Family Fun Day at Willow
Creek Park, hosted by LiveWell Prowers County. A number of information booths provided brochures for healthier foods and exercise activities.
People swam in the pool, picnicked on the lawn, enjoyed live music and
watched an evening family movie on an inflatable screen once the sun had
set. Plans are underway for another event next year.
Drought and dry conditions equaled a fire ban ordinance for Prowers
County. The Prowers County Commissioners voted to reinstitute the 2006
Fire Ban Ordinance due to the frequency of Red Flag days and the persistent drought conditions throughout southeastern Colorado. The commissioners also approved the first reading of another ordinance, 2013-1 which
prohibited any broad-based retail operation of marijuana in the county.
The commissioners began a search for a new director of Public Health
for Prowers County, following the contract termination for Justin Lee. He
had been selected as the successor to RN Jackie Brown who held the post in
the county for over 20 years. Lee had been hired in October 2012.
ARPA concluded their legal issues with the environment group,
WildEarth Guardians who had brought suit several years earlier against the
Repowering Project due to exceeding pollution emission levels when the
plant was in operation. Several factors prohibited the plant from reaching
permanent, full capacity of power production, but when it did, associated
levels of emissions exceeded its air quality permit. The agreement resolved
two lawsuits. The settlement came to $450,000 of which $225,000 would
be paid to the legal clinic at Denver University, $100,000 to WildEarth
Guardians and $125,000 would fund several environment or energy efficient projects to benefit ARPA member communities.
The Lamar Fire Department announced that they would not be able
to sustain their annual efforts needed to collect donations for the yearly
4th of July fireworks display held in town each year. Lamar Fire Chief
Marshall Cook explained that some outside help from other organizations
would be necessary to reach the $8,000 annual cost of fireworks. “Most of
our volunteers and paid staff give up their 4th just to put on the display,
from early morning set up, to the firing of the display, to several hours of
cleanup afterwards,” he explained. Cook added that in years past, other
groups would be out with the department on the primary collection night,
going door to door throughout the community, raising funds. He said the
extra help is no longer there and it now takes several weeks to cover the area
that was reached in one night. Because of last year’s fire ban, the display
was cancelled and the purchased fireworks were used for the 4th at no extra
cost. Some donations were secured through the remainder of the year, but
more manpower would be needed for donations to ensure future 4th of
July celebrations.
June saw Juniper Village celebrate its 25th year of operation in the
Lamar Community. An open house was held for all area residents.

July 2013 Year in Review

RN Tammi Clark was hired as Deputy Director for the Prowers County Health and Environment Department. Clark had resided in the county
for almost 30 years and had served as an RN in a number of capacities over
the years. The search continued for an Executive Director for the Department, while another search was being conducted, for a replacement for
Linda Fairbairn who was resigning has head of the county’s Department of
Social Services. Fairbairn tended her resignation earlier in the year, effective on December 31, 2013.
Election ballots became mail-in ballots for Prowers County and all
others in the state with the introduction of HB 1303 which covered general, primary, municipal and old-year elections. The usual polling places in
the county would no longer be necessary according to Jana Coen, County
Clerk & Recorder. The Prowers County Courthouse was selected as the
voting center, which moved the County Commissioners to conduct operations at the Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street until after the
November elections and all votes had been certified.
Troop 2C of the Colorado State Patrol moved from their location
behind Colorado East Bank & Trust to the former Big R Warehouse on
East Washington Street. On open house was held on July 17 to showcase
the enlarged facilities. Some warehouse space to house the patrol cars was

included in the new rental agreement with PCDI which owns the Big R
Warehouse and offices spaces.
Sparks from a cutting torch ignited construction debris at the Old
Gym at the former Holly School on July 10. The wood was old and dry
according to Holly Fire Chief Kyle Neal. He said it took only about 90
seconds before the debris became fully engaged. Metal beams were being
cut for salvage. There were no injuries, but strong winds through the afternoon and evening kept the fire department on alert status. A decision was
made to allow the fire to burn safely.
Working from $1,000 seed money from the Colorado Creative Industries, Eads, La Junta and Lamar each were funded to create an art project to
reflect the personality of the community which would be displayed during
the September Pedal the Plains event which would bring about 800 bicyclists
to each of the towns. The Southeast Colorado Arts Council matched the
initial funds and began work to secure additional donations to create a mural
which would be displayed on the front lawn of Bicentennial Park. The project was open to all residents, young or old, who wished to help create the 10
by 36 foot mural. Most of the initial work was done in a vacant store on West
Elm Street under the direction of local artist Jeremy Cooper.

August 2103 Year in Review

Area Veterans had only a day to wait before they could receive medical
visits at a new location in the community. The VA Clinic at Prowers Medical
Group ended their lease on August 31 and the following day, a mobile clinic
was in operation at the former KOA campsite west of Lamar on Highway 50.
That facility was in use through the rest of the year as the VA searched area
locations for a permanent site for a clinic in Lamar.
McClave residents came out August 22nd to enjoy the new pavilion and
playground equipment erected in the middle of town. Work, partially funded
by a GoCo grant, was done mainly by local contractors. While residents enjoyed
a BBQ and ice cream social under the new pavilion, youngsters played on the
equipment and set up a few basketball games on the newly equipped court. Several new teachers for the 2013-2014 year were introduced and former teacher, Jill
Smith was recognized for her years of service to the student body.
Holly students have been enjoying their brand new facility since the start
of school in August. The year long project had a few finishing touches, mostly
on the street and curb that needed finalizing, but students were in their new
classrooms. The 109,000 square foot building was funded by a voter approved, $3.4 million bond which generated BEST matching funds of $25
million for the project. The school features state-of-the-art equipped classrooms, a new baseball diamond and football and track and field stadium.
Toward the end of the month, PCDI officially introduced Lance Benninghoff as the new executive director of Prowers County Development Incorporated. Benninghoff, who had worked for Mayor Hancock in Denver,
also had experience in the Arkansas Valley when he interned at the Otero
County Commissioner’s Office. He has been working towards a master degree
and has been involved in various state level economic committees. Benninghoff said he will help educate the Front Range about the economic benefits
that can be provided from southeast Colorado and Prowers County.

September 2013 Year in Review

September began with a public hearing to address the proposed new
nursing home, planned to replace Juniper Village on South 10th Street in
Lamar. The meeting was held at the Lamar SOS Center. The proposed
facility, named Sage Brush Meadows, was outlined by committee members.
They needed approval to place two questions on the November ballot for
approval by voters: create a public improvement district consisting of Lamar,
Wiley and Granada School Districts and seek a $14 million General Obligation Bond for the purchase of Juniper Village and to construct a replacement
facility on land to be donated by High Plains Community Health Center.
After a year of planning and a failed first year of seeding 108 acres at
Valco Ponds north of the City of Lamar, the city council conducted a public
hearing regarding the annexation of the land into the city limits. The former
Valco Ponds would now be known as North Gateway Park. Following the
annexation from the county into the city districts, the park was placed under
the administration of the city. The land’s new designation is Open Land Recreational from vacated Industrial and will be used as a public park. The city is
also claiming the three gravel pits. One smaller one was filled in earlier in the
year. City Administrator, John Sutherland, said the city is partnering with
the Department of Parks and Wildlife on some future projects and management of the property and an annexation impact study has been completed.
Sutherland said the next steps will be to secure grants and funding for future development of the property. He added that contributions or donations
from businesses and citizens can benefit the donor as well, through state tax
credits. The park will be used for activities such as fishing, birding, hiking
and boating as well as a wild life habitat. There is no swimming allowed in
the ponds and the city’s open beverage container ordinance is also in effect.
Funding plans for the Lamar Reliever Route went on hold with the anContinued on Back...

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere

COW PALACE INN
1301 N. Main St. • Lamar, CO • 719.336.7753
Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
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the
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Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner
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nouncement that the bypass would not be listed among those projects to be
funded by RAMP money. The list of projects showed the majority were in
the Front Range with little, if any, slated for southeast Colorado. CDOT resident engineer, Paul Westhoff, said that the devastation of roads in Colorado
wrought by summer floods did not have any bearing on the RAMP allocations, as the reconstruction costs would have different funding avenues.
A forty year tradition came to an end in Lamar with the last CIG gathering of retired employees. Former workers at Colorado Interstate Gas had
been coming to Lamar since 1973 to hold an annual convention and reunion. Loy Jones, the retiree group’s president said the number of members
had been decreasing as their average age was in the early 80s. Jones said the
Cow Palace Inn, under the direction of the owner, David Eddleman and
bookkeeper Deana Callahan, proved to be a valuable friend to the group
right up to the final year under the new ownership. Jones said the membership had decreased to just 27 this year and it was time for those friends to
say their final farewells to each other and the Lamar community.
Granada residents are looking at utility ownership changes in their
community. The Trustees have advised holding a special election next
April to determine whether they wish to sell their electric utility system
to SECPA. Currently, the town purchases power from SECPA and resells
it to the local customers. The current contract for power delivery expires
in 2015. The value of the utility is estimated at $450,000 which, if sold,
would be put into a reserve fund. The town would continue to receive a
2% per kilowatt hour franchise fee to pay town employees.
The Wiley Clinic re-opened to the community with a ribbon cutting ceremony on September 9. It had been closed for several months until the operation
was taken over by High Plains Community Health Center. The Clinic would
open for patients weekdays except Tuesday next to the Wiley Post Office.
The playground area and equipment at the Northside Park in Lamar
was being revamped with the help of a $90,000 grant. The City of Lamar,
LiveWell Prowers County, KaBOOM and the Colorado Health Foundation pooled their efforts into securing the grant which would cover the
costs of a new playground. Emily Nieschburg of LiveWell explained that

a Design Day would be held at the Lamar Community Building during
which neighborhood youngsters would be able to voice their ideas on the
type of equipment they’d like. A stipulation to the grant was that the
community needed to volunteer their services for a one-day construction
effort to erect the new playground, minus work needed to prepare the site.
The build day in September saw almost 300 people from all walks of life,
contributing their efforts to erect the playground.
The Lamar City Council approved changes to the weed ordinance
which drastically reduced the waiting period between notifying residents
of violations on their property and taking action to clean up the grounds
using city work crews. Property owners were now given 48 hours to take
action, following a notice from the city of their violations.
The second annual Tri State 9/11 Remembrance program was greatly
expanded from the first observance, moving from a simple ceremony on
the steps of the Prowers County Courthouse to a full length parade along
Main Street in Lamar to the Prowers County Fairgrounds and a number
of displays which honored veterans and first responders from three states.
Several last minute adjustments were needed to accommodate some gaps
created by those responders who remained in the Front Range because of
drastic flooding and highway and bridge washouts due to heavy rains in
the area. Plans are already underway for a 2014 observance, according to
organizer, Doug Harbour.
Regarding veterans, on September 4, the former Ft. Lyon prison reopened as a home to a project geared to helping homeless veterans and the
homeless in general around the state. Bipartisan legislation designated the
site as a supportive residential community for the homeless, housing 80
residents by late fall; plans call for those numbers to increase to 200 by the
end of 2014.
Pedal the Plains came to Lamar in September. Approximately 800
bicyclists rode into town on Friday, September 20, arriving from Eads,
stayed the night in tents or motels and left the next morning to continue
the last leg of their journey to La Junta. For several months prior, various
community groups planned the logistics for the overnight stay, from pitching tents in Savage Stadium to providing food and entertainment at the
Lamar Chamber of Commerce and shuttle busses to allow the riders to get
from one place to another.
October through December to follow soon!

