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Future Threat? Heroin in our Community
Law enforcement authorities in Prowers County and the local medical providers have
recently expressed concerns about the rise in the use of heroin by residents, some as young
as 17 years. Sheriff Jim Faull said there are about 10 cases he is aware of, but that may be
the tip of what is hoped to be a small iceberg. Faull explained during a recent interview,
“There has always been some limited evidence of heroin use in Prowers County, but
lately, since this past August, we’ve noted an increase,” he added, “There may be a one in
ten ratio for more users, but we don’t have absolute proof of that.” Heroin is classified
as a Schedule 2 Controlled Substance. “I’ve talked with Sheriff Chris Johnson in Otero
County and he’s aware of some use in his region, and Bent County authorities have seen
some activity as well, but more use is happening in our county,” Faull said.
The sheriff says he knows of one case in which parents of a heroin user attempted to
find medical assistance for their child to help them withdraw from the drug on their own,
but it just wasn’t working with the limited experience local providers had in this field. Professional help was required and the young person was to be placed in a rehabilitation facility. He said that although there is awareness by the hospitals, high school, police, the courts
and Crossroads, experienced guides are needed due to the medical complications of the
process of taking a patient through the various cycles of withdrawal and detoxification.
“The users are inhaling fumes from the drug once it’s been heated, they aren’t injecting it,” the sheriff explained. He added that one of the myths around the drug is you
can’t get hooked if you ingest it that way. He’d like to see mandatory sentences levied in
the courts for sellers, similar to DUI or gun law violations and the heroin users receive
some form of rehabilitation and medical treatment. “If we can eliminate plea bargains
and enforce automatic, mandatory prison sentences, this should help cut back on its
spread, he explained.” He said rural areas are limited to what they can do to help heroin
users, though. “The rehab option works for metro areas because they have the resources
to handle these problems, but we can’t detox anyone in our jail and we have to ship these
people out and it becomes expensive, even in a prison facility.”

Visit Us @ theprowersjournal.com or Call 336-9095

Brenna Barrow, Licensed Health Insurance Specialist

(719) 336-5550 Office
brennabarrow@core-financial.net
202 South 5th Street, Lamar, CO 81052

Health Care Reform Checklist

� Call Brenna @ Core Financial.
� Schedule a time to meet.
� Take a deep breath!

OPEN ENROLLMENT OCTOBER 1ST

ACE Tire Service
Specializing in All
Your Tire & Alignment Needs

Faull added, “The increase in use is new to us in the county. We have the same
law enforcement techniques to handling arrests, but we’re seeing an increase in robberies
which may be attributed to increased usage.” The sheriff said that as some of the users
don’t have jobs, they could begin stealing to cover the cost of their drugs. “It’s the same
procedure that dealers use with giving away free drugs to start and once they’ve increased
their user base, then you have to pay to continue to get the drug,” he explained.
The sheriff noted that the county jail inmate population has been consistently increasing over the past fifteen years. “We used to average from 25 to 30 persons a day, but we’re
seeing more and more coming in, even though they may be staying for a shorter period,”
he stated. “The numbers now are closer to 50 on average and we’re at our maximum at
57. The average stay is around 52 days and the prisoner increase also means a financial
increase on our taxpayers in the county. We’re seeing more jail sentences than prison time,
as it costs less for the state that way, so we’re seeing reduced penalties. He added that the
local community input is needed to help stem an increase in heroin use. “We’re looking
at a comprehensive public awareness campaign from the medical community to let people
know what they may be up against in their towns,” Faull added. By Russ Baldwin

Use our New GNB Mobile App
MOBILE BANKING

Easy & Secure
www.valleynationallamar.com

(719) 336-4381

FRONTIER BANK
www.frontierbankco.com

KELLI HESS, Loan Officer
* We’re your Hometown Mortgage Lender
* Borrow here * Pay here * Local decisions
* Local Servicing * Great Rates
200 South Main Street
P.O. Box 988
Lamar, Colorado 81052
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Snowy and Cold for 47th Two Shot this Week
The National Weather Service in Pueblo is predicting southeast Colorado will see
high temperatures only in the teens and a chance of snow towards the end of the week.
The hunters coming to Lamar for the 47th Annual Southeast Colorado Celebrity Goose
Hunt will need to dress warmly.
Hunters from across the country, including several noted pro sports celebrities, will be
headquartered for another year at the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn, beginning this Wednesday,
December 4th for the annual President’s Reception. The evening is open to the public, but
you must be at least 21 to attend for complimentary cocktails and hors d’oeuvres. The evening is a meet and greet event which includes a live and silent auction and a Calcutta. The
auction funds are used for conservation purposes as well as some local charities.
Baseball Hall of Famer relief pitcher Richard “Goose” Gossage is returning for another hunt. Gossage planed pro baseball for 22 years with the Yankees and Padres and
was inducted to the Baseball Hall of Fame in 2008. Another returnee is Dave Studdard,
Broncos tackle which played with the team from 1979 to 1986. Ralph Tamm, another
NFL standout is coming back. Tamm played for the Redskins and 49ers and played on
two Super Bowl Championship teams. Tim Lollar is also joining the sports celebrities
taking part in the hunt. Lollar played ball for the Padres, White and Red Sox and the
Yankees during his six years as a pitcher.
Friday activities include a combination of upland game hunting and a sporting clay
shoot in the morning and afternoon, followed by a guide and landowners reception. The
annual hunt is capped with a Friday evening banquet and awards ceremony.

Lamar Police Chief Receives Executive
Certification in Colorado

(719) 336-0403

a mortgage banker

NMLS#: 2996

Colorado & Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company

On November 20th the Colorado Association of Chiefs of Police notified Lamar Police
Chief Gary McCrea that his application for Executive Certification had been approved by the
CACP Board.
To obtain certification by the Colorado Association of Chiefs of Police as a Police Executive
an individual has to show a high level of education, experience, and dedication in the profession
of law enforcement. They are currently thirtythree Chiefs of Police in the state of Colorado
that have received Executive Certification from
the CACP.
The Lamar Police Department was accredited by the Colorado Association of Chiefs of
Police in August of 2011 for complying with the
professional standards for law enforcement.
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✓ YES we are still FREE Online!
✓ YES we are still FREE at Local Drops!
✓ YES we are now offering home delivery
for your convenience at only $55 per year!
Contact us at (719) 336-9095 for more information or
email us at theprowersjournal.com

Run Smart

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.

Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling
6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052
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November 2013 Drought Update from Colorado
Water Conservation Board
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1ST MARGARITA $2.99
Good for our House Classic Margarita
MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM
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Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design • Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps
Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
email: lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

VALLEY MEMORIAL
F UNERAL C HAPEL
Compassion & Dignity
206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
Derek & Angela
719.336.9011
Riner
119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229
Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
Toll Free 888.336.9011
719.456.1339
valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

Continued precipitation across much of the state has led to significant improvements
in most of Colorado. However the Arkansas basin is still experiencing exceptional, D4,
drought conditions. Storage levels are strong and better than they were this time last year,
easing concerns of municipal providers. Early season snow has been decent, but long
range forecasts paint an unclear picture as to what we can expect throughout the winter
months. Consequently, activation of the state drought plan remains in effect.
Strong and persistent fall rains coupled with a good start to the snow accumulation
season has resulted in large improvements to the US Drought Monitor for Colorado.
Currently, 74% of the state is in some level of classification on the US drought monitor. However 53% of that is characterized as “abnormally dry” while an additional 9% is
experiencing D1 or moderate drought conditions. Only 8% is classified as severe, 2.5%
as extreme and only 1.47% of the state remains in exceptional drought. In comparison,
three months ago 25% of the state was experiencing extreme and exceptional (D3 and
D4) drought, while at the start of the calendar year 53% was classified as D3 or D4.
A cool October followed by a warm start to November has resulted in warmer year todate (warmer year 2014 began Oct 1, 2013 and will run through September 2014) temperatures that are slightly below normal. The latest Climate Prediction Center forecast shows the
probability for warmer temperatures through December across much of the state.
September and October precipitation were both well above average statewide. Currently, water year to-date precipitation is 107% of average with the northern part of
the state near average to above average (99-140%) and the basins of the southwest, Rio
Grande and Arkansas ranging from 83-88%.
Reservoir storage as of November 1st has rebounded to 83% of average statewide.
Many providers were able to store substantial amounts of water during the September rain
events. Denver Water, the state’s largest water provider, was able to store water in September for the first time in their history. Consequently, areas of the state that have received
the most beneficial precipitation are also showing the higher reservoir storage levels. The
Yampa/ White remains the highest storage levels in the state at 112% of average; while
the South Platte and the Upper Colorado are reporting storage levels of 107% and 91%
respectively. The southern portion of the state has lower storage levels at 72, 68 and 67%
of average in the Arkansas, Gunnison and Southwest basins respectively. The Rio Grande
continues to have the lowest storage levels in the state at 47% of average.
The Climate Prediction Center seasonal drought outlook released November 21, 2013
and valid for November 21- February 28, 2014 illustrates persistent drought across southeastern Colorado and the eastern plains along the Kansas and Nebraska boarder. Temperature forecasts for the same period show an equal chance of being above and below average.
ENSO conditions remain neutral, which offers less guidance for long range climate
outlooks. However, early season snow in the mountains is consistent with the snowpack
forecast for January 1st that is near or above average in all basins. The statistical precipitation forecast for January- March 2014 shows dryness across much of the state, but has had
limited operational skill since 2000.
The US Drought Monitor illustrates current drought conditions across Colorado.
Significant improvements have been made over the last few months as precipitation has
increased in many areas of the state. Currently the majority of the state is experiencing
abnormally dry conditions while 21%, isolated to the eastern plains, is classified as experiencing moderate through exceptional drought conditions.
Fall snowpack as of November 20th is above average at 124% statewide. The northern basins are faring the best with the Yampa/White and North Platte at 160% and 141%
of average respectively. All others are above average ranging from 100% in the Arkansas
to 124% in the Colorado.
Statewide reservoir storage ranges widely from 47% of average in the Rio Grande to
112% in the Yampa/White. As a whole the state storage levels sit at 83% of average, a
10% increase from September 1st.

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive Lamar CO
(719) 336-6767

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER
403 Kendall Drive Lamar CO
(719) 336-3179

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
215 Maple Avenue Las Animas CO
(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS: 7:00 – 8:30 AM
EVENINGS: 5:00 – 8:00 PM
SATURDAYS: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM
COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY!
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719-316-1101 • PO Box 104 • 408 N. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO 81067
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303-866-4875 • larry.crowder.senate@state.co.us
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303-866-2398 • tim.dore.house@state.co.us

644FOBUPS.JDIBFM#FOOFU
64

719-542-7550 • 129 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003
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719-542-1701 • 107 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003
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303-866-4877 • kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us
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303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net

Obituaries

Herman Thierichen - March 19, 1933 – November 26, 2013 - A private family service

will be held at a later date for longtime Lamar resident, Herman Thierichen. Per Mr.
Thierichen’s request cremation has taken place and there will be no public service. Online
Condolences may be made at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Alvin T. Dodson - July 12, 1933 – November 25, 2013 - Graveside services for Las
Animas, Colorado resident, Alvin Dodson were held Monday, December 2, 2013 at the
Elder Chapel in the Bent/Las Animas Cemetery. Rev. Diane Hutson officiated.
Funeral arrangements are under the direction of Horber Funeral Chapel. For more information or online condolences please visit www.horberfuneralchapel.com.

Call (719) 336-9095 or visit theprowersjournal.com
Dear friends in Southeast Colorado, Rotary
Needs Your Help!

210 S Main St • Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-9095
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The Prowers Journal
Each Wednesday from
these local businesses: And everyday!
Frontier Bank
The Viaero Store
Perfect Ten
Pizza Hut
Holiday Inn Express
ALCO
LCC Wellness Center
Granada City Complex

Be sure to read
The Prowers Journal
online at
www.theprowers
journal.com

The Lamar Rotary club would like to try something different this Christmas Season.
We as members of the Lamar Rotary Club feel fortunate enough to have the things we
do; so we have cancelled our annual Christmas party to do good for our community. We
have decided to take our Christmas Spirit and love for our community to those who may
not be as fortunate as we are.
The Lamar Rotary club is asking for your help in finding us a family that would be
in need of a little extra happiness this Christmas Season. If you know of a family that
might not be able to afford Christmas, please write us a letter detailing why you think
this family deserves a wonderful Christmas this year. We certainly wish we could help
every family in need but our funds are limited as well; so we will only be able to pick
one family whose needs we feel we can help the best. If you know of specific needs that
that family may have please specify those as well. We would also like for you to provide
a name of the family, address, and phone number. We are asking for this to set up a delivery date and time for their home cooked meal, monetary donation, and anything else
we might be able to provide.
Responses need to be made to jsykes81052@gmail.com or they may be mailed directly to Lamar Rotary Club-PO Box 566; Lamar, Colorado 81052. We would like to
have all of our letters in by the 10th of December. For additional information you may
contact John Sykes at 719-688-0314.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, December 5 - Pesticide Applicator Continuing Education Credit Workshop - 8am at the Otero County Extension office in Rocky Ford • Two Shot Goose Hunt
- Cow Palace Inn • Wild West Athletics 5th Year Anniversary Celebration
Friday, December 6 - Two Shot Goose Hunt - Cow Palace Inn • Holiday Bazaar 11am to 6pm at the Old Rock School House in Wiley • Colorado East Bank & Trust
Open House, 5:30pm • Lamar Area Hospice Annual Windmill Lighting, 6pm • Parade
of Lights, “Through the Eyes of a Child”
Saturday, December 7 - Candy Cane Festival - Downtown Lamar • Holiday Bazaar 9am to 5pm at the Old Rock School House in Wiley
Sunday, December 8 - Holiday Bazaar - Noon to 4pm at the Old Rock School House
in Wiley • Zonta Holiday Home Tour, 1-4pm
Monday, December 9 - Lamar City Council Meeting, 7pm • Granada Christmas Tree
Lighting, 6pm
Tuesday, December 10 - Lamar Utilities Board Meeting, Noon
Wednesday, December 11 - Granada Town Trustees Meeting, 6:30pm • PMC Board
Meeting, 6pm • Edward Jones, Michael Beard Office Christmas Open House, 1-6pm

Like Us on Facebook

Your alternative FREE local news source!

theprowersjournal.com

The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Get your FREE copy of

The Prowers Journal
Get the latest
local news
everyday!
Be sure to read
The Prowers Journal
online at
www.theprowers
journal.com

And each Wednesday at
these local businesses:
Tank & Tummy
SOS Senior Center
Safeway
Corner Wine & Liquor
Burger King
Valley National Bank
Ho
Holly Town Depot
Green Garden Restaurant

Fond Farewell Linda!
Please join the staff at Prowers
County Department of Social
Services in a Come & Go to
wish a Fond Farewell to outgoing director Linda Fairbairn
from to 2pm to 4pm on Friday, December 13 in the Mezzanine at the Department of
Social Services building.
The Prowers Journal
Would Make a Great
Holiday Gift
A subscription to The Prowers Journal would make a great
Christmas Gift. Out of town
friends and relatives will appreciate keeping up with local
events each week. You’ll get
the Police Report, Classifieds,
School Sports and Schedules,
Obituaries and News Events
from Prowers County Communities. Just $55 will purchase a weekly edition of The
Prowers Journal for a year,
mailed anywhere in the continental United States. Call or
email to get your subscription
gift sent for the holidays. Call
719-336-9095 or email your
purchase request to theprowersjournal@gmail.com.
LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department
receives found property on a continual basis that includes bicycles,
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses
and numerous other items. These
items are kept for 6 months in an
attempt to locate the owners. We
encourage persons with lost property to contact the police department Monday through Friday
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

The

Filbeck Realty

Prowers Journal

719-336-4301
311 East Walnut
308 South 6th

$35,000
     $66,500

804 South 14th       $77,500
Golden Arrow Motel $80,000

Help Wanted
Strategic Planning Coordinator
Strategic Planning Coordinator – Independent contractor
position through the Prowers County Strategic Planning
Steering Committee. Manage year-long project including
coordinating with partners and ensuring grant requirements are met. Full job description and application at
www.highplainschc.net. Applications accepted until December 6, 2013. High Plains is an equal opportunity employer. Veterans are encouraged to apply.

Mechanics, Service Writer

Ports to Plains is hiring mechanics and a service writer
for our shop. Must have a clean driving record and pass a
pre-employment drug test. Pick up an application in the
c-store or shop and apply in person to Bruce in the main
office.

Real Estate
Professional Office Location
313 South Fifth Street Lamar, CO; Suites Two and Three
800 sq. Feet - All newly remodeled; Utilities Included;
Call Lori 336-7000

For Sale
Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Christmas trees fresh cut on November 30 are for sale at
809 East Olive (Hanagan’s Market). Hours are 2-6pm
Monday through Friday and 12-6pm on Saturday and
Sunday.
The Work Shop/Craft’s Design
Antiques, Furniture, Wild Life Décor, elk & deer horn
lamps, western décor, yard art & much more. Open
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM or
call for appointment. Call Kathie Payne at 688-1968 or
Frankie McCaslin at 336-3149. Store Located at 10 Austin Road, off of Memorial Dr. – watch for signs.

Miscellaneous
PUBLIC NOTICE

At the direction of the Lamar City Council certain building and construction permit fees have been reduced. Beginning January 1st, 2014 certain specialty construction
projects (e.g. fences, excavation, and concrete work) are eligible for the newly reduced building permit fees. As stated
in City of Lamar Municipal Code, all property owners are
required to obtain a building permit prior to commencing
work (e.g. replace water heater, install sprinkler system, or
remodel a room) on any property. Please note that some
exemptions apply. Please feel free to come by the Building
Department or call (719) 336-2085 for more information.
Respectfully, The City of Lamar Building Department

Support Local Producers for the
Holiday Season
LAKEWOOD, Colo. – Finding the perfect tree,
hunting for special menu ingredients and searching for
ideal gifts can be stressful. The Colorado Department
of Agriculture has a variety of online resources to help
consumers through this special, but hectic, time of year.
The Colorado Food and Agriculture Gift Guide and the
Colorado Christmas Tree List help shoppers connect
with local producers.
“You make a difference when you choose Colorado,” said Commissioner of Agriculture John Salazar. “I
encourage you to look for the Colorado Proud logo and
buy local wherever you shop or dine.”
The Colorado Food and Agriculture Gift Guide lists
companies that sell items ranging from gourmet baskets
filled with sweets and snacks to mouth-watering meats
and fresh produce. The Christmas Tree List identifies
locations where individuals can find the perfect tree for
their families. The directory includes u-cut operations
and information on cutting trees at national forests.
Visit www.coloradoagriculture.com to find both
the Colorado Food and Agriculture Gift Guide and the
Colorado Christmas Tree List. Find Colorado products
year-round at www.comarketmaker.com.
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Zumba Fitness at the
Community Building
Ditch the workout, join the party! Tasha Shelton offers Zumba
classes every Tuesday and Thursday from 5:30-6:30pm at the
Lamar Community Building.
Classes are $5 or a punch card
can be purchased: 10 classes for
$30 or 20 classes for $50.
Open Gym at the
Community Building
The Community Building offers Open Gym and Adult
Open Gym hours throughout
the month for volleyball and
basketball. For times, please see
our Your Town Today page at
www.theprowersjournal.com or
call 336-2774.

NOW HIRING
Maxim Healthcare would like
to hire RN’s LPN’s and CNA’s
for Home Healthcare - Please
Contact: Kristy Kimsey, Greg
Lovato, or David Snyder at:

Maxim Healthcare

317 West 3rd Suite 100
La Junta ,CO

Ph 719-383-0990

2012-13 Annual Report

Becky N. Otteman, CEO

Emergency Services
AVAILABLE

24/7 STOP AND CALL

800-511-5446

Mission:

The number of
Emergency Services
calls we responded to
throughout six counties.

80

149

Substance Use Disorder

3,811

“

“

Southeast Health Group is proud to be southeastern Colorado’s only full-time, fully
integrated health care provider. Our providers are local—they live in our communities,
shop at our stores and enroll their children in our schools. Since 1957, we have been
evolving with the needs of our communities and now provide primary care along with
mental health, substance use disorder and wellness services. Our team of care
coordinators makes sure you get the right care at the right place at the right time.
In 2012-13, SHG responded to 3,960 emergency calls related to substance use and
mental health crises. We impacted our communities by helping over 4,000 people
recover from physical, mental health and addiction problems so that they could
return to their jobs and families and be productive once again. At Southeast Health
Group, “You Matter...We Care.” Thank you for your continued support!

The number of full and
part time employees at
Southeast Health Group

75 Full Time 5 Part Time

Mental Health

Southeast Health Group is committed to delivering exceptional health
care services to the communities of southeastern Colorado.

Our Nonprofit
Commitment:

14

Jackie Brown
Harry Doak
Teri Erickson
Debbie Fosdick
Rob Keenan
Trevor LaCost
Tom Marmon

In 2012-13, Southeast Health Group
provided $1,096,504 worth of free
healthcare services to people who
are uninsured or unable to pay.

6

Board of Directors:
Carol Noll
Gerry Oyen
Mark Ricken
MJ Romano
Lawrence Sena
Robin Trujillo
JD Wilson

Counties Served:
Kiowa

Crowley
Otero

Bent

Prowers

Baca

Primary
Care
Services:

Substance Use
Disorders:

Mental Health
Therapy:

Unique individuals receiving the
following services:

2,644 unique individuals served
Health Navigation Services

Drug
& Alcohol
594

556 unique individuals served

Age 18-64

Domestic
Violence
133

Moral
Reconation
Anger
Sex
Therapy
Management
Offender
68
48
29

Age 6-11
Age 0-5

Age
13-17

Acute and Preventive
Primary Care

341 unique individuals served

Age 65+

SHG Financials 2012-13
Expenses:
Revenues:
Client Services . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,105,297
Government . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$843,325
Rent/Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . .$645,089
Other Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$40,623
Loss from Partnership Investments . .($86,986)

. . . .77.98%
. . . .12.88%
. . . . .9.85%
. . . . .0.62%
. . . .- 1.33%

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,547,348 . . .100.00%

Personnel . . . . . . . . .$4,648,552
Occupancy . . . . . . . . . .$657,622
Professional Fees . . . .$378,036
Ancillary Services . . . . .$191,869
Operating . . . . . . . . . . .$168,843
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$84,181

. . . . . . . . . . . .75.84%
. . . . . . . . . . . .10.73%
. . . . . . . . . . . . .6.17%
. . . . . . . . . . . . .3.13%
. . . . . . . . . . . . .2.75%
. . . . . . . . . . . . .1.37%

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,129,103 . . . . . . . . . . .100.00%
Other $84,181
Operating $168,843

Other Income $40,623
Client Services
$5,105,297

Rent/Miscellaneous
$645,089

Ancillary Services $191,869

Personnel
$4,648,552

Professional Fees $378,036

Government
$843,325

Occupancy
$657,622

The Prowers Journal
Volume 3, Number 42

December 4, 2013

Gates Family Foundation Awards Major Grant to
Southeast Colorado Collaboration Effort
The Gates Family Foundation recently awarded nearly $400,000 in grant money to a collaborative effort to preserve the southeastern Colorado landscape and revitalize its communities.
The grant was awarded to four project applicants: Canyons & Plains of Southeast Colorado,
Palmer Land Trust, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory and Rocky Mountain Farmers Union.
Together these four groups share a vision to build upon the unparalleled array of natural,
historical and agricultural resources in southeastern Colorado and forge a sustainable economic
future for the region. The project spans eight counties: Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Las Animas, Otero, Prowers and Pueblo.
Working with these four main organizations will be three implementation partners: the
National Park Service, the Nature Conservancy, and the Pinon Canyon Expansion Opposition
Coalition. All seven organizations have already accomplished much in the region, but this grant
will fund a powerful, coordinated effort to achieve results.
Goals of the effort are for cooperative planning to drive overall efforts in the region; to energize rural communities by a rich overlay of tourism and business infrastructure; and to promote
conservation by private landowners to preserve local control of land and water resources, protect
future prosperity, and create one of the largest protected landscapes on its kind in the country.
Working towards these goals over the next few years, the partners seek to build core conservation and tourism development capacity, expand land stewardship and agricultural infrastructure for
long-term economic impact, and establish a national heritage area in southeastern Colorado.
Overall, the partners were granted funding in the amount of $390,000. Canyons & Plains,
the southeastern Colorado regional heritage tourism group, received $200,000. Palmer Land
Trust received $110,000. Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory received $30,000. Rocky Mountain Farmers Union, and their subcontractor, Guidestone Colorado, received $50,000. All are
moving forward with hiring staff and coordinating efforts to build on their shared vision.
Canyons & Plains and Palmer Land Trust have now opened offices at the Idea Center, 408
North Main Street, in Rocky Ford. Both have also hired new staff: Rick Manzanares, as Executive Director for Canyons & Plains, and Ginger Davison, as Palmer Land Trust Lower Arkansas
Valley Conservation Director.
The Gates Grant partners will be hosting an Open House at the Idea Center in Rocky Ford
on Wednesday, December 18 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. All are invited to come and meet the partners’ new staff members and learn more about this exciting project for southeastern Colorado.
Canyons & Plains (formerly known as the Southeast Colorado Regional Heritage Task
Force) is a heritage tourism development organization. Formed in 2003, C&P serves seven
counties—Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, Prowers and eastern Las Animas. The non-profit
group promotes visitation to and stewardship of the unique historical, natural and cultural assets
of south-eastern Colorado among resident, state, national, and international audiences. Since
its formation, C&P has garnered over $1 million in funding for projects in the area. For more
information contact: Rick Manzanares, 719.688.5026

Toys for Tots Countdown to Christmas
While Darlene Lopez gets 40 names for assistance in one day for the Toys for Tots campaign
for Prowers County, she’s also throwing away trash. “I have filled 13 dumpsters with ‘donations’
that are just trash!” she said earlier this week. “If these items are something that your own child
wouldn’t use, why would you donate them to Toys for Tots for other children?” she asked. Donations should be either brand new, unwrapped toys, or at least toys that are still serviceable, clean,
and can be used by area children.
Lopez is looking at the calendar and recent donations and feeling the urgency of time and
needed funds. “We received $900 from the recent radiothon at KVAY and an earlier one at
KLMR brought in $950, but we are short of where we want to be at this point,” she added.
Lopez, who heads the annual Toys for Tots drive said the Colorado State Patrol’s, ‘Fill the Cruiser
with Toy’s event at Walmart this past Friday went well. “We had to open the windows of the

cruisers to get the toys out of the vehicles and each toy was brand new,” Lopez said.
The list of families in need this year is now up to 180 and Lopez said more will be coming in
now that we’re in December and just three weeks from Christmas. “Last year we had almost 400
people on the list and I know we’ll come close to that this year, too,” she remarked. Volunteers
and cash donations top her list of priority needs.
Volunteers can help out with the stacking and packing of toy donations at the County
Annex starting at 1pm Saturday, December 14. All the items are moved to the Lamar Middle
School on December 21, beginning at 1pm. “Anyone who can spare some time and has a trailer
or pick-up truck is really needed that afternoon,” she said. The packages are moved from the annex to the school once the holiday break is underway and the gifts are coordinated for future drivers on the day before Christmas. “Our last big need will be that day,” Lopez said, adding, “We’ll
need volunteer drivers as early at 9:30 that morning so we can have all the deliveries wrapped up
by the afternoon and our helpers can spend that time with their families.”
Lopez said the Lamar Elks Lodge will hold an early bird bingo evening on Thursday, December 12, starting at 6:30pm and a donation box for gift toys will be set out at the lodge with
hopes that it will be filled by the end of the evening. Call Lopez for additional information at
719-688-0167. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar to Host Canyons & Plains Annual Meeting
Canyons & Plains of Southeast Colorado will hold its annual meeting on Thursday, Dec.
5, from 9 a.m. to noon at the Prowers County Annex Building, 1001 S. Main Street in Lamar,
Colo. The meeting will be followed by lunch at Becky’s Restaurant located at 105 Lee Avenue.
Anyone interested is invited; you do not need to be a member of Canyons & Plains to attend
Canyons & Plains recently received a grant from the Gates Family Foundation in partnership with Palmer Land Trust, Guidestone and Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory. The goal of
the grant is to engender a comprehensive approach to conservation and promotion of agricultural
and natural resources, wildlife, agritourism and heritage tourism. Additional implementation
partners in the grant include The Nature Conservancy, National Park Service and Pinon Canyon
Expansion Opposition Coalition.
As a result of the grant, Canyons & Plains recently hired Rick Manzanares as its Executive
Director. He grew up in Manzanola, Colo., and has worked in different parts of the State in
cultural and heritage projects for 20 years. He recently retired as the Museum Director for the
Fort Garland Museum in Fort Garland, Colo. While at Fort Garland, Manzanares worked on the
development and federal designation of the Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area. Consideration of a National Heritage Area will be one topic of discussion at the Annual Meeting.
The business agenda will include a presentation of the Annual Report and election of new
Board Members. Vacancies for the Board exist in Prowers, Crowley and Baca Counties.
All interested individuals are urged to attend the Annual Meeting. The coming year promises to be one of the most exciting in the organization’s history. For additional information or
questions regarding the Annual Meeting, please call Rick Manzanares at 719.688.5026.

Public Safety Citizens Academy Starts in January
Want to ride along with a police officer or spend a shift with the ambulance crew? What
about taking a tour of the fire department? Here is your chance to learn more about public safety
in our community.
The Lamar Police Department is accepting applications to attend the Public Safety Citizens
Academy that begins Thursday, January 9, 2014. This academy will include sessions devoted to
Fire and Emergency Medical Services as well as the traditional Police classes.
The academy presentations will give participants a basic understanding of the services provided by police, fire and emergency medical services in the City of Lamar. The academy will run
for 14 weeks. Normally, the sessions will run from 7pm to 9pm on Thursday evenings. The
classes conclude on Saturday, April 12, with a live fire exercise at the police range. A barbecue
and a high angle operation will be presented by the Lamar Fire Department as well.
Applications are now available and will be accepted until Monday, January 6, 2014. If you
would like to attend the 2014 Citizens Academy, come by the Lamar Police Department at 505
South Main Street and pick up an application. Call the department with any questions at 719336-4341 or ask a Lamar Police Officer or Firefighter. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age
and will be subjected to a background check.

Toys for Tots in Full
Swing

Wake Up Workout
Need an early morning
workout to get you going?
Then this is the perfect
class for you! This is Yoga
and Toning class taught by
Mary Minor. Designed to
relieve stress, to keep you
motivated and help you
stretch yourself into a New
You!
Classes meet every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:00
AM and on Thursday Evenings at 7:00 PM at the
Community Building. The
cost of these classes is the
Daily Visit Fee or you can
use your punch card or annual pass.
Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit
offers public transportation
Monday thru Friday from
7:30am to 5pm. Please
make reservations 24 hours
in advance. Call for your
ride at 719-336-8034. Senior Discount Tickets are
available in the front office
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.
Public Notice of Hearing
On Wednesday, December 4,
2013 at 6:45 p.m. at Town Hall in
Holly, CO, the Board of Trustees
will hear any questions or comments regarding the proposed
2014 municipal budget. The proposed budget is available for review
at the office of the Clerk/Treasurer
until the time of the hearing. Following the hearing, the Board of
Trustees will consider approval of
the budget as presented.
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Sports Schedule
Basketball
Dec 5

Wiley @ Cheyenne Wells
Las Animas @ McClave
Dec 6
Burlington @ Lamar
Manzanola @ Granada
Holly @ Springfield Tournament
Dec 7
McClave @ Manzanola
Holly @ Springfield Tournament
Dec 12 – Lamar @ La Junta Tournament

Cheerleading

Dec 6-7 State Cheerleading Competition

Wrestling
Dec 5
Dec 7

Dec 10
Dec 12

Lamar @ Rocky Ford
Lamar @ Rocky Ford
McClave, Holly @ Cheyenne Wells Tournament
Lamar @ Pueblo County
Florence @ Lamar

LCC Sports
Men’s Basketball

Dec 7
Dec 8

LCC @ North Platte Community College
LCC @ McCook Community College

Women’s Basketball
Dec 7
Dec 8

Lamar
Dec 9

Dec 10
Dec 11
Dec 12

LCC @ North Platte Community College
LCC @ McCook Community College

Area School Activities
Board Meeting at 6:30pm
Booster Club Meeting at 5:30pm in the
Community Building
Alta Vista Christmas Concert at 6:30pm
High School Staff Meeting at 7am
RE-2 Council Meeting at 4:15pm
Middle School Beginning Band Concert at 7pm
in the LHS Auditorium

December 4, 2013
Wiley

Dec 5
Dec 6

Dec 9
Dec 11

McClave
Dec 9

Dec 11

Granada
Dec 10

Holly

Dec 11

Elementary Reading Assembly at 3:30
K-2 Basketball Skills Camp, 8-9am
3-6 Basketball Skills Camp, 9-10am
Accountability Meeting at 5:30pm
FFA District Speaking at 5:30pm in McClave
Booster Club Meeting at 6:30pm
Board of Education Meeting at 7:30pm
FFA Chapter Meeting
Board Meeting at 7pm
FFA District Speaking Contest at 5:30pm
Prowers RE-1 School Board Meeting at 6pm
FFA District Speech Contest
Healthy Kid Survey

Holiday Bazaar at Old Rock
Schoolhouse in Wiley

A Holiday Craft Bazaar to benefit Southeast Colorado
Cancer Initiative will be held at the Old Rock Schoolhouse
in Wiley on Friday, December 6 from 11am to 6pm, December 7 from 9am to 5pm and Sunday, December 8 from
Noon to 4pm.
The Bazaar is being hosted by Carol Owens, Sheryl
Dechant and Lena Nelson and will feature door prizes and
drawings. Crafts from all three women will be showcase,
including: purses, Tutu’s, home and Christmas décor, jewelry, handmade pot holders, towels and scrubbies, along with
antiques, handmade scarves and capes, soaps, candles and
jams. Credit cards will be accepted.
A percentage of the proceeds will be donated to Southeast Colorado Cancer Initiative, a non-profit organization
which donates funds to local cancer patients for assistance
with travel and medication expenses. Call Carol Owens for
additional information at 688-1392.
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Toys for Tots is back and seeking
donations! Donations of toys for
ages newborn to 16 years of age
will be greatly appreciated. Please
take care when selecting items for
donation to make sure they are
clean and in good shape. A good
rule of thumb is to donate items
that you would be willing to give
your own kids or grandkids. Donations of soaps and travel size
shampoo are welcome as well;
they help with stocking stuffers.
Volunteers are always welcome!
The workshop will be open
Nov. 4 through Christmas Eve.
Someone will be there to accept
donations from 6-9pm Monday
through Thursday. Donations
of toys or cash can be mailed or
taken to 1208 S. 5th in Lamar or
7345 US Hwy 50 (Paul’s Body
Shop). For more info, contact
Darlene Lopez at 719-336-9018
or 719-688-0617.

Art & Artifacts
Big Timbers Museum will be
hosting its Art & Artifacts 2013
Winter Day Camp on Saturday,
December 7 from 1-4pm. Stop
in to make ornaments and do
traditional holiday crafts at the
museum. This is a come and
go activity, but please pre-register by calling 336-2472. Kids
under 8 must be accompanied
by an adult.
Wiley HS Alumni
Updating Info.
Wiley High School Alumni will
host the 5 year reunion in June
2014. We have about half of the
almost 2000 addresses updated.
If you attended Wiley School
please send your Date Graduated- Name- Address- Phonespouse name- email address to
Joann Burke 217 East Second
Street Hasty CO 81044 or email
ajburke@cminet.net.

Triple A Detail

Professional
Auto Detailing

Adam Morales, Owner
207 E. North St.
Lamar, CO 81052

Oil Changes

Shop 719-688-1691
Adam 719-688-1517

Window Tinting
Much More!

tripleagutters@hotmail.com

Law Enforcement
13P-3070 Theft
08:37:41 11/21/13 Shawn Stone CAA
Deputy dispatched to the 6000 block of County Road HH on a report of theft of scrap metal. Deputy was
advised persons were taking scrap metal from the 9000 block of County Road HH. Deputy arrested Randy
Jones and Kevin Stuart for theft and 2nd degree criminal trespassing. Bond set at $6,000.00.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3075 Wanted Person
12:50:50 11/21/13 J Freouf
OHS
Dustin Avery was booked in to the Prowers County Jail on warrant out of Greeley Colorado for FTC Bond
set at $10,000.00 Cash/Surety.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3093 PI Accident
00:14:46 11/23/13 R Rodriguez TRA
Deputies responded to the 35000 blk of Hwy 50 for on a vehicle rollover accident. The driver fled the scene
so deputies tracked him for several miles and located the driver at a residence in Holly. CSP handled the investigation and arrested James Aguiano, 18 of Holly, on multiple traffic violations.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3094 Contraband
10:33:52 11/23/13 Shawn Stone CAA
Deputy called to the Prowers County Jail to investigate contraband in the jail. Evelyn Cason was charged with
possession of contraband a class 4 felony.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3096 Agency Assistance
17:55:23 11/23/13 R Rodriguez TRA
Deputy Rodriguez responded to the 300 blk of N. 12th St. assist the Lamar Police Department in looking for
a wanted person. LPD arrested Chelsea Hall-Chavira, 21 of Lamar, on multiple warrants. LPD handled the
investigation.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3099 Litter/Pollution/Public Health 10:25:08 11/25/13 J Parker
INA
Det. J. Parker responded to the 30000 blk of Cnty Rd 8.5 on a report of someone littering. Someone dumped
household items in the area and no suspect was identified.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3101 Wanted Person
10:59:28 11/25/13 J Parker
OHS
Det. J. Parker arrested Billi Jo Rider of Wiley on a FTA warrant out of Prowers County District Court. Billi
is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $4000 cash only bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11204 Officer: K. Dewey Date: Mon Nov 25, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Micah Middleton, 32, of Lamar was arrested in the 500 blk. of S. Main St. on an active warrant. Middleton
was transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being held on a $4,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11210 Officer: T. Campbell Date: Mon Nov 25 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the 600 blk. of N. 6th for a dog hanging over a fence on a chain.
Officer observed the dog to be hanging over the fence and placed it back in the yard and contacted the owner
and the chain was shortened.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11217 Officer: K Dewey Date: Mon Nov 25, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Isaac Reyes, 19, of Lamar was arrested in the 100 blk. of E. Oak St. for an active warrant. Reyes is being held
at the Prowers County Jail on a $99.00 bond for failing to appear.
——————————————————————————–
13L-CAA Case#: 13L-11219 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Mon Nov 25 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Michael Nichols (44) in the 1300 blk. of S. 12th St. for theft. Nichols was placed into custody
and transported to the Prowers County Jail and held on a $500.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11218 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Mon Nov 25 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:

Officers were dispatched to the 700 blk. of S. 5th St. to assist medical personal trying to make contact with
parties inside a residence. Medical personal were able to make entry into the residence prior to officer arrival.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3120 Agency Assistance
22:53:04 11/26/13 M Palacios OHS
Deputy Palacios responded to the 300 blk of West Hickory Street to assist the Lamar Police Department with
a combative female who had a felony warrant out of Prowers County. Deputy transported the female to the
Prowers County Jail.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11245 Officer: C. Miller Date: Tue Nov 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 500 block of Willow Valley on a possible overdose. Subject was transported to the
hospital for evaluation.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11254 Officer: C. Miller Date: Tue Nov 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 200 block of South 6th St. on a theft. Matter is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11258 Officer: T. Campbell Date: Tue Nov 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the 500 blk. of N. 12th St. for a report of too many dogs on the
property. Upon arrival officer observed 10 adult Chihuahua type dogs and 2 Chihuahua type puppies under 6
months. Officer left violation notifications and contact cards at the residence.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11262 Officer: C. Miller Date: Tue Nov 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1600 block of South 11th St. to assist parole. Jose Esparza (25) of Lamar was arrested
on an active warrant.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11267 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Tue Nov 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Robert Southwood (41) on an active warrant. Subject was transported to the Prowers County
Jail and held on a $500.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11268 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Tue Nov 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Sydney Moran (27) on an active warrant and other drug charges. Moran was transported to
the Prowers County Jail and held on a $3,000.00 bond and a $4,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3123 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 11/27/13 J Parker
OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the 800 blk of W. Cliff St. on a report of someone acting suspiciously and possibly
suicidal. The person was contacted and was not suicidal but was wanting to go to rehab. Attempts are going
to be made to assist the subject with finding a rehab center.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3137 DUI
21:11:46 11/29/13 R Rodriguez CAA
Deputy Rodriguez was advised of a possible drunk driver on Hwy 50. Deputy contacted the vehicle in the
12000 blk of Hwy 50. Joel Ramos, 29 of Texas, was taken into custody for DUI and other traffic offenses.
Ramos is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $10,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-3139 Disturbance
23:59:54 11/29/13 R Rodriguez OHS
Deputies responded to the 800 blk of W. Colorado St. in Holly for a couple arguing. Both parties agreed to
go to bed. No criminal activity was observed.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11290 Sgt. D Reid Date: Wed Nov 27 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer cited Marcelino Ramos for shoplifting.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11306 Officer: N. Losa Date: Thu Nov 28 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 700 block Mullen St. on a report of a home invasion. Officers arrested Juan M.
Zavala, 30, of Lamar who is held on a $10,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11311 Officer: T. Campbell Date: Thu Nov 28 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the Lamar apartments for a DOA animal being left at the front door
of a residence. Reporting party asked for a law enforcement officer and the call was given to a police officer.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11332 Officer: C. Miller Date: Fri Nov 29 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1100 block of North Main then the 1400 block of East Olive St. on a subject asking
for money. Subject was cited.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11336 Officer: C. Miller Date: Sat Nov 30 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1000 block of South Main St. on a report of harassment. Shawn Austin (42) of
Lamar was later arrested.
——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/
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Colorado’s Premiere Small School Basketball
Tournament Marks 50 Years this December
LAMAR—The holidays bring letters to Santa Claus, last minute
shopping, and lots of basketball in Southeast Colorado. In 2013, the
Lamar Holiday Basketball Tournament will tip off for the 50th time.
The tournament features eight schools, either 1A or 2A classification,
with both a boys and girls bracket. Beginning December 19th, the Lamar
Community Building will be host to twenty-four games over three days.
Gary Peyton and several other members of the Lamar Chamber of
Commerce founded the tournament in 1964. One goal was to create
holiday shopping traffic in Lamar, but Peyton will be the first to tell you
that it was about so much more. Peyton said, “It was all about the kids.
We had so many great teams in our area. We wanted to create a first-class
tournament that felt like a state tournament. So many teams in our area
deserved to be in the state tournament, but never made it. The tournament gave them that feeling.”
Throughout the years, the Lamar Holiday Basketball Tournament
has had its fair share of great contests with buzzer beaters and multiple
overtime games. Championship Saturday is known for it’s close games
and electric atmosphere. One local head coach said, “The tournament
gives you an opportunity to compete in a state tournament-like atmosphere. That championship night atmosphere is like none other. The
place is packed. It’s loud. It’s hot. My players can’t hear me yelling. I can’t
hear them yelling at me. It’s a great experience for them to know what it
is going to be like at the next level.”
This tournament is considered an early predictor of schools that will
represent Southeast Colorado in the CHSAA State Basketball Championships. The 2012 Lamar Holiday Basketball Tournament champions—
Wiley Girls and McClave Boys– went on to win the 2013 State 1A titles.
The Granada and Holly boys and Eads girls also made the state tournament after participating in last year’s tournament. Another participating
head coach said, “Year in and year out some of the best small school
basketball is played in this part of the state. For many years the state tournament has had teams from this tournament in the field.”
The following is a list of high schools that participate in the tournament: Eads, Granada, Holly, Kit Carson, McClave, Springfield, Walsh,
and Wiley.
TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE: Thursday, December 19 Girls’
First Round 9:00 a.m. Boys’ First Round 4:00 p.m. Friday, December 20
Consolation Semifinals 9:00 a.m. Championship Semifinals 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, December 21 7th Place/Consolation Championships 9:00 a.m.
3rd Place/Championships 4:00 p.m. (Brackets will be released Sunday,
December 15, 2013)

PCDI/ARPA Partnering on Supplemental
Environmental Projects
Lance Benninghoff, Executive Director of Prowers County Development Incorporated, will serve as the third party administrator for an
ARPA environment project which was a portion of a consent decree settlement between Arkansas River Power Authority and WildEarth Guardians.
PCDI will be paid a 5% administrative fee and out of pocket expenses for
Benninghoff for the $125,000 project which is intended to benefit ARPA
community members through an environmentally oriented or energy savings project selected by WEG and the U.S. District Court.
The proposal to the PCDI board was made by Rick Rigel, ARPA General Manager, during a PCDI meeting this past Tuesday, December 3. “We
feel the best course of action would be replacement of LED lighting in various municipal buildings to our member communities in southeast Colorado,” Rigel explained. He said the $125,000 was a portion of a settlement
in a lawsuit brought against ARPA by the environmental group, WEG.
ARPA will assist Benninghoff identify those facilities best served by
the switch to LED lighting including libraries, community centers or
other similar purposed buildings. A cost breakdown for the lights, labor,
equipment needed for installation and conversion and estimated savings
from the project will be included in several reports prepared by Benninghoff during the life of the project. Actual installation will begin no later
than 180 days after the final approval date and Rigel estimated the project
should be completed by October, 2015.
The board agreed that Carla Scranton, PCDI business manager
should submit a letter of interest to serve on the Canyons and Plains
board of directors. There are currently two openings and the tourism
group is holding their annual meeting in Lamar this Thursday at the

County Annex. It was also agreed that Scranton and Benninghoff should
attend a Public Information Officer training course held by the Colorado
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management. The two
day course is set for next February in Lamar. It was felt the community
could benefit with two persons trained to represent the retail and commercial sector of a community during an emergency response situation.
Matrix Design Group of Pueblo will be invited to a PCDI meeting to provide additional information for a business proposal made by
Matrix regarding shared information on the development of the Lamar
Reliever Route. This is contingent on Matrix Design Group’s successful bid for a portion of the project from CDOT. Additional discussion
concerned the PCDI by-laws regarding proxy or absentee voting during
the annual meeting. Board members will receive copies of the by-laws for
future review. As of this month, major contributors to PCDI will receive
monthly financial updates. The next PCDI meeting will be held Tuesday,
December 31 at 7:30am. By Russ Baldwin

Sunday Holiday Home Tour to Benefit
Domestic Safety Resource Center
The proceeds from ticket sales for the annual Holiday Home Tour in
Lamar will benefit the Domestic Safety Resource Center. Tickets are $6 in
advance for the December 8 tour and are available at The Lamar Ledger,
Flower Boutique, The Lassie and Valley National Bank. Tickets may be purchased from each of the homes for $7 between 1p and 4pm during the tour.
The homes this year are: Becky Schwartz - 11199 Rd. HH.2, Rod
& Lynn Schwartz -11087 Rd HH.2, Kelly & Arvena Morris - 11795
Co. Rd. HH.2, Luther & Emma Vocke - 809 Willow Valley, Jason &
Haley Reedy - 501 Willow Valley Drive, Pete & Rose Hernandez - 309
So. 7th st., Desiree Ellis - 525 Willow Valley, and Bart & Melissa Buxton
at 37748 Co. Rd 7.

LPD Found Property

The Lamar Police Department receives found property that includes cell
phone, keys, driver’s licenses and numerous other items. These items are
kept for 6 months in an attempt to locate the owners. We encourage persons with lost property to contact the police department Monday through
Friday from 8am to 3pm at 336-4341.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere

COW PALACE INN
1301 N. Main St. • Lamar, CO • 719.336.7753
Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
in the Lounge for all Sports Events

Join Us For
the
BRONCO GA
MES!

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

Breakfast: 6am - 10am 7 days a week
Lunch:
11am - 2 pm 7 days a week
Dinner:
5pm - 9pm 7 days a week

mous
World Fa Buffet
Mexican riday
Every F :00
5:00 -9

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!
Enjoy
joy Our Espresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Open 6 a.m.
a m - 2 p.m.
pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn
Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties
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Southeast Colorado Arts Council Receives
Viaero Donation
Viaero Wireless, one of the corporate sponsors from this September’s Pedal the Plains bicycle event, donated $500 to Southeast Colorado Arts Council
this past Tuesday, December 03, at the Viaero Store on East Olive Street in
Lamar.
Sarah Hutt, Marketing Events Coordinator for Viaero, presented the
check to Rose Ann Yates, President of the arts council. Yates organized the
mural project which
is displayed at the
edge of Bi Centennial Park. Since September, the mural,
which was created
locally, has been on
display to the public at large and was
erected just in time
for the 800 cyclists
who came to Lamar
for this year’s Pedal
the Plains journey. Yates said the $500 will go towards the expenses incurred
in developing the mural, along with future lighting and a plaque naming the
sponsors of the mural and those who contributed their talents to creating the
artwork.
Viaero Wireless contributed $500 to each of the three communities that
hosted the event this year, Lamar, La Junta and Eads. Each town selected their
charity of choice. Eads selected the American Legion building for upgrades and
La Junta selected the First Presbyterian Church Youth Group for their mission
trip to Minneapolis this summer.
Lisa Murray, VP of Marketing for Viaero stated, “Supporting the communities where we do business has always been a crucial part of Viaero’s company mission, and this is a very worthy community project. By Russ Baldwin

Request for Letters of Interest for Lodging
Tax Panel Board Positions
The Prowers County Board of Commissioners is accepting letters of
interest from persons who are residents of Prowers County to fill three
(3) positions on the nine-member Prowers County Lodging Tax Tourism
Panel. Each term is for three (3) years and will expire in December 2016.
The Lodging Tax Tourism Panel was established in December 2005
to administer the funds created by the 2% lodging tax which was passed
by the voters in November 2005. The revenue from the lodging tax has
specific guidelines for its use set by the Colorado Statutes. The lodging
tax revenue may only be used for advertising and marketing which will
bring people from outside the County into Prowers County for events.
The Board reviews applications from area organizations and individuals for funding to help with their advertising and marketing expenses
for events held in Prowers County.
The Colorado Statutes stipulate that directors must be from the
tourism industry. Each director serves a three (3) year term and is required to attend monthly meetings on the third Tuesday of each month.
The letters of interest should be addressed to the Prowers County
Board of County Commissioners, 301 South Main Street, Suite 215, Lamar, CO 81052 and may also be faxed to #(719) 336-2255 or e-mailed to
ctyadmin@prowerscounty.net. Letters must be received by 5:00 p.m. on
December 16, 2013. Contact: Jo Dorenkamp Contact: Prowers County
Administrator, 301 S. Main Street, #215, Lamar, CO 81052, (719) 3368030, ctyadmin@prowerscounty.net

Recycle Ink Cartridges

Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.  The Lamar Eagles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

Education for Veterans

Veterans, do you know if you qualify for the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill? Find
out with a call to your local VA representative, Jeremy Miller in Lamar at
719-336-2606. You might qualify for funding for your education.

