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Ft Lyon in Las Animas Now Open as 
Homeless Veteran Recovery Center

DENVER — Tuesday, Sept. 4, 2013 — Fort Lyon reopened today as home to a 
new collaborative and innovative project that will help end veteran homelessness, reduce 
chronic homelessness throughout the state and adds jobs in Bent County.

The 550-acre facility, which served as a U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs hospital, 
sanatorium and prison before it closed in 2012, will offer participants supportive housing, 
health services, substance abuse treatment, counseling and job training to enable them to 
transition successfully into independent living in the community of their choice.

On September 3, the first 14 residents from Denver, Greeley and Pueblo moved in at 
Fort Lyon in Las Animas.

“This project will give homeless veterans and others new opportunities,” Gov. John 
Hickenlooper said. “The men and women who go to Fort Lyon will learn the skills they 
need to get back on their feet. We are grateful for the General Assembly’s support of this 
effort and applaud the work done by Bent County officials to help us transition this beau-
tiful and historic facility into a place of recovery for some of our state’s most vulnerable 
individuals.”

Bipartisan legislation (SB 13-210) passed last spring designated the Fort Lyon prop-
erty as a supportive residential community for the homeless. Fort Lyon will begin housing 
80 clients by late fall; this will increase to 200 by July 2014, and could maintain a maxi-
mum capacity of 300 by July 2015.

The repurposing is part of Pathways Home Colorado’s ongoing effort to replicate best 
practice models, support regional priorities and become more strategic in preventing and 
ending homelessness.

According to the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless, taxpayers annually spend 
$43,240 on individuals who live on the street without any effort to recover them. Where-
as, for individuals who elect to participate in Fort Lyon’s supportive housing program, the 
state will have to invest only $16,813 to provide an effective recovery program.

After at least one-year of residency at Fort Lyon, clients will be eligible to receive a 
Section 8 housing voucher from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment to return to permanent housing in another community.

VA Mobile Clinic Address Correction
Area veterans should be advised of an address correction for the VA Mobile Medical 

Clinic which will serve the health needs of veterans after the closing of the current VA 
Clinic at Prowers Medical Center on August 31. 

The new location for veteran medical services is the former KOA Campgrounds, at 
5385 Highway 50, north of Lamar, which has been known as Lamar Sportsman RV Park.  
Local veterans are being contacted by phone and by letter of the new site, which will be in 
operation within the first one or two days of the closing of the PMC Clinic.  The mobile 
unit is equipped with two exam rooms, restroom and waiting room/triage area.  It is also 
wheelchair accessible; ramp and hydraulic.  The mobile clinic is presently on site, but still 
has to be set up to receive patients. 

This will serve as a temporary site while the VA is searching for a permanent loca-
tion in the Lamar area.  If you have any concerns or questions, contact Martha Martinez, 
Administrative Officer in La Junta at 877-329-2625 (ext 5101).  We apologize for the 
incorrect information that was initially displayed. Editor: Russ Baldwin

Reyman’s New Grocery Opening September 5
HOLLY, CO—It was a different time when Reyman’s Grocery first opened at 206 

South Main Street.  The street in Holly was full of businesses in 1940.  Today, many of 
those formerly occupied buildings sit vacant or rarely used.  The view of Main Street has 
changed in the last few months as Jess and Tracie Kalma, owners of Reyman’s Grocery, 
have built a new store at the corner of Highway 50 and Main Street.  That new store opens 
to the public on Thursday, September 5th.

Arthur and Hazel Reyman opened Reyman’s Grocery in 1940.  The store hasn’t 
changed much since then having undergone a few renovations over the years. In 1986, 
the second generation, Kent and Pearl Reyman, took over the operation. Kent and Pearl 
had worked for his parents for two decades before taking ownership.  Now, the third gen-
eration owns the business.  Kent and Pearl’s daughter, Tracie and her husband Jess Kalma, 
bought the store in 2010. 

Tracie Kalma said, “The store has been part of my entire life.  Growing up, it was 
where I would go after school.  It has been a home away from home for as long as I can 
remember.  Now, leaving the current store is a little bittersweet as I have many memories 
here of my family.”

It was Jess and Tracie’s vision to see the store expand into a larger facility. “We felt that 
a larger space was needed to fully serve our customers.  The current store served us well 
for a long time, but had seen its day pass.  The new store allows for Reyman’s to continue 
on for many more years,” said Jess Kalma.

The new facility will dramatically increase the products and service that Reyman’s 
Grocery will be able to offer their customers. The current store is 3,000 square feet com-
pared to the new store that is 10,000 square feet. This additional space allows for Rey-
man’s to carry 3,000 additional items.  The store goes from three aisles to eight with 
expanded meat and produce sections.

Despite all the new offerings, many things won’t change at the new location.  Since 
1940, Reyman’s has been known for its meat department with fresh cuts from the butcher 
block table. The popular meat bundles that feature either beef or pork will continue to be 
a showcase in the meat department.  Most importantly, the focus on friendly service and 
a hometown feel will always felt by customers.

The opening of the new store is seen as a boost for the community of Holly. Town 
Mayor Bradley Simon said, “The expansion of Reyman’s Grocery shows that hard work 
and tireless dedication still fuel the American dream of owning and operating a family 
business. Reyman’s is a great example of the traditional values and neighborly attitudes 
which makes the town of Holly such a great place to call home.”

An official grand opening celebration will be held at a later date.
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email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com
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Needs. COME SEE US!

Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 
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www.theprowers
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Get the latest 
local news 
everyday! Tank & Tummy
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Valley National Bank
HoHolly Town Depot

Green Garden Restaurant
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these local businesses:

The Prowers Journal
Get your FREE copy of 
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Frontier Bank

The Viaero Store
Perfect Ten
Pizza Hut

Holiday Inn Express
ALCO

LLCC Wellness Center
Granada City Complex

Each Wednesday from 
these local businesses: 

The Prowers Journal

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-6767

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-3179

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
215 Maple Avenue  Las Animas CO

(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS:  7:00 – 8:30 AM

EVENINGS:  5:00 – 8:00 PM

SATURDAYS:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
719.456.1339

719-316-1101 • PO Box 104 • 408 N. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO 81067

303-866-4875 • larry.crowder.senate@state.co.us

303-866-2398 • tim.dore.house@state.co.us

719-542-7550 • 129 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

719-542-1701 • 107 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

303-866-4877 • kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us

303-866-6360 • 303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net

Obituaries
James Jacob Brogger -June 24, 1932 – August 31, 2013 - A Memorial service for 
longtime Lamar resident, James J. Brogger will be held at 2:00PM on Sunday, September 
7, 2013 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Roy Gueswel officiating.  Per James’ request 
cremation took place and there will be no visitation.   For current information and online 
condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Andy C. Waldroupe - August 13, 1949 – August 27, 2013 - Memorial services for Las 
Animas, CO resident, Andy Waldroupe were held Saturday, August 31, 2013 at Seed and 
Supply Church in Las Animas, Colorado.  Pastor Rod Coulter officiated.  Inurnment will 
be at a later date.  Funeral arrangements are being handled by Horber Funeral Chapel in 
Las Animas, CO.  For more information or to leave online condolences please visit www.
horberfuneralchapel.com.
Eldon S. Myers - A Memorial Celebration for lifelong resident Eldon S. Myers was held 
Tuesday, September 3, 2013 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Mike Schneider of the 
Wiley Community Church officiating. Interment of the ashes followed at Fairmount Cem-
etery.  For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Mildred L. “Millie” Wollert - October 28, 1939 – September 2, 2013 - A funeral 
service for longtime Prowers and Bent County resident, Mildred L. Wollert, affectionately 
known to many as Millie, will be held at 10:00am Friday September 6, 2013 at the Peacock 
Family Chapel in Lamar.  Pastor Mike Schneider will officiate the service and burial will 
follow in the Wiley Cemetery in Wiley, Colorado.  Visitation for Millie will be held from 
5:00pm to 7:00pm Thursday September 5, 2013 and prior to the service at the Peacock 
Family Chapel in Lamar.  For additional information and online condolences please visit the 
website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

PMC Foundation Receiving Grant Funding
Mike Bryant, Prowers Medical Center Foundation Director shared some good news 

with the PMC board during their August meeting.  A $260,189 grant has been awarded to 
the PMC Clinic for care of indigent patients.  That was coupled with the news that Prowers 
Medical Center had been awarded a Colorado DOLA grant for $350,000 to help upgrade 
the hospital’s HVAC system and a chiller unit.  Bryant said some smaller awards have also 
been received, including $7,500 from the Huddleston-Butler Memorial Foundation for the 
speech therapy department as well as $10,000 to be used for physician recruitment.  Ap-
plications are being submitted to El Pomar and the Anschutz Foundation for smaller grant 
funding opportunities.  The PMC Foundation will also be paid a fee for acting as the fiscal 
agent for LiveWell Prowers County projects.  Bryant said $4,000 was raised all total for a 
Poker Fund Run held by the Foundation this past July.  The winner, Eldon Frey, turned his 
winnings back over to the Foundation.  Twenty-two entries competed in a 435 mile, five 
state run and $1,200 will be allocated to the purchase of an anesthesia machine.  Bryant said 
there are plans for another run early in 2014. 

Hospital Chief Executive Officer, Craig Loveless, explained to the board that he will 
enter into an agreement with Colorado University’s medical center in which $10,000 a year 
from the hospital will be applied to funding for a medical student who will contract with 
a hospital for two years following their residency.  Loveless said the average finder’s fee for 
physician recruitment runs to around $30,000 and amortized over several years for future 
medical students who are pledged to a rural medical track career, will amount to a long term 
savings for PMC.  Loveless said PMC is also beginning a recruitment program for graduat-
ing high school students who will pursue a career as a physician.  Also administered through 
C.U., he said the eight year, BA-BS-MD program allows for a Bachelor of Arts and Science 
degree which will transition into medical school at the conclusion of their first four years 
of college.  Loveless said, “This is a great opportunity for those high school students who 
already know what career they want to follow after they graduate.” 

Board members set September 12 for a work session to explore finances and plans for 
renovations to the hospital.  Some cost overruns have been noted for needed structural im-
provements not noted during the initial planning sessions.  Loveless said the increased costs 
are not tied to market pricing and the basic work will be required.  The increased costs have 
caused the board to review the comprehensive report submitted by Honeywell Building 
Solution representatives.  There are basic improvements needed to bring portions of the hos-
pital up to code compliance such as surgery suites, emergency power upgrades and smoke 
evacuation requirements for the surgery room and the initial plans for energy savings in the 
HVAC and electrical upgrades are not in question.  The hospital is also looking at a several 
million dollar project working with CPI Construction that specializes in hospital expansion 
and upgrades.  Most items are patient and healing environment focused improvements and 
code requirements.  

RN Mark Headlee, the Prowers Medical Center Quality Improvement Director, in-
formed board members that a bi-lingual patient survey at the hospital is being prepared for 
distribution to analyze patients’ viewpoints on the level of care they received at the hospital.    
The information compiled from the HCQAHPS surveys will be compared to similar sized 
hospitals as PMC which will offer details of how services are ranked at similar medical facili-
ties.  His search for a vendor has been narrowed which will charge the hospital a fee based 
on the number of surveys on a monthly basis.  The vendor will be responsible for forwarding 
the results to a government agency. By Russ Baldwin

Governor Hickenlooper Releases Statement Regarding Al-
tered Federal Viewpoint of Sales of Recreational Marijuana

DENVER — Thursday, Aug. 29, 2013 — Gov. John Hickenlooper released this state-
ment today in response to U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder’s announcement regarding 
marijuana laws in Colorado and Washington: 

“We recognize how difficult this issue has been for the Department of Justice and we 
appreciate the thoughtful approach it has taken. Amendment 64 put Colorado in conflict 
with federal law. Today’s announcement shows the federal government is respecting the will 
of Colorado voters. 

“We share with the federal government its priorities going forward. We are working to 
improve education and prevention efforts directed at young people and on enforcement 
tools to prevent access to marijuana by those under 21 years of age. We are also determined 
to keep marijuana businesses from being fronts for criminal enterprises or other illegal activ-
ity, and we are committed to preventing the exportation of marijuana out of Colorado while 
also enhancing efforts to keep state roads safer from impaired drivers.” 

MSN.Com reported: Washington — In a dramatic change in drug policy, the Justice 
Department said Thursday that it won’t sue to stop the states of Colorado and Washington 
from allowing recreational marijuana use as it issued a sweeping national policy statement 
that outlines its top priorities for pot enforcement.

The action, welcomed by supporters of legalization, could set the stage for more states 
to legalize marijuana. Alaska is scheduled to vote on legalizing recreational use of marijuana 
next year, and a few other states plan similar votes in 2016.

Upcoming Events
Friday, September 6 - Prowers Medical Group Free Walk-In Clinic – Annual PSA & 
physical exam for men, no appointment necessary - 7am to 3pm • PCDI Business Seminar 
– 2-4pm in the Empire Room of the Cow Palace Inn.  Call PCDI at 336-2384 for more 
information. • Colorado Interstate Gas Convention – Cow Palace Inn • 2 for the Road En-
tertainment Comedy Night – At the Lamar Eagles Aerie.  Call the Chamber of Commerce 
at 336-4379 for ticket presales. • Prowers County Historical Society Meeting.
Saturday, September 7 - PCDI Golf Tournament – 4 person scramble. Registration 
starts at 8am, shotgun start at 8:30. • West Coast Blues Live Music by the Rick Berthod 
Band at the Buzzard’s Roost • North Gateway Park Grand Opening at Noon.
Sunday, September 8 - Grandparents Day.
Monday, September 9 - Wiley Clinic Grand Re-opening – Open House from 4-6pm 
• Lamar RE-2 District Board Meeting – 6:30pm • Lamar City Council Meeting – 7pm • 
Wiley Town Hall Meeting – 7pm • McClave School Board Meeting.
Tuesday, September 10 - Lamar Utilities Board Meeting – Noon • Granada School 
Board Meeting.
Wednesday, September 11 - Patriot Day • Granada Town Trustees Meeting – 6:30pm 
• Wiley School Board Meeting – 7:30pm.



LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department 
receives found property on a con-
tinual basis that includes bicycles, 
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses 
and numerous other items. These 
items are kept for 6 months in an 
attempt to locate the owners. We 
encourage persons with lost prop-
erty to contact the police depart-
ment Monday through Friday 
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for 
Sage Services in Prowers County.  For more information, 
call 336-7115.

Veterans Will Benefit 
from Online Info 

Use www.myhealth.va.gov and 
go online at this new Veteran 
Health Portal and discover 
what benefits the VA can of-
fer you and your family.  My 
HealtheVet, a Gateway to Op-
timal Health.  Call your local 
VA representative in Prowers 
County, Jeremy Miller, at 719-
336-2606.

Step Aerobics at the  
Community Building

If you’re looking to improve en-
durance and flexibility or increase 
your cardiovascular health, come 
join Mary Minor for Step Aerobics 
at the Lamar Community Build-
ing.  Classes are held on Monday 
and Wednesday nights from 6:00-
7:00pm.  Cost of the class is the 
daily visit fee, punch card, or an-
nual pass. 

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet, 
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own 
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000

Granada Pride Annual Steak Dinner
The Granada Pride will be holding their annual 

Steak Supper once again on September 21, 2013 with 
supper starting at 6:30 pm at the Headquarters Building 
at Amache, Granada Colorado. Entertainment this year 
will be Floyd Beard, Cowboy Poet and Musician. 

The cost is $20 per person. Tickets are by RESERVA-
TION ONLY and NO tickets will be held at the door, 
you must purchase them prior to the supper. Deadline to 
purchase is September 14th, don’t wait, limited seating. 
You can get your tickets through Norma Dorenkamp, 
734-5226 or her cell 688-6302; or any Pride member 
around Granada and Lamar.

Proceeds will go to help with ongoing projects for the 
Town of Granada; which includes work around the muse-
um, repairs to the arena, and lighting our welcome sign.

 The Pride Committee would like to thank each 
and every one of you who has supported our fundrais-
ers throughout these many years. The Committee is also 
very thankful for the many volunteers who also help with 
each and every fundraiser, not to forget the crews in the 
background doing repairs, cleaning, making phone calls, 
setting up and taking down. Thank you everyone!  

On March 1, 2014 the Granada Pride Committee 
will have their 15 year anniversary. If you are looking 
for something different to volunteer for, the Commit-
tee is needing volunteer help to manage the arena area, 
whether you are a group or individual you would be very 
welcome. Contact any Pride member for more informa-
tion and about meeting times.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - September 4, 2013

Help Wanted
Part Time LPN
Prowers Medical Center is now hiring a part time LPN 
for the Home Health Department.  No nights or week-
ends.  Apply online at www.prowersmedical.com or call 
719-336-4343.

Health Coach
Health Coach – Full-time position at High Plains Com-
munity Health Center located in Lamar, CO. Salary 
based on experience and education. Duties will include 
Health Coach duties as well as additional tracking and 
monitoring requirements. Must be able to work nights 
and weekends. Full job description and application at 
www.highplainschc.net. Applications accepted until 
September 13, 2013. High Plains is an equal opportu-
nity employer. Veterans are encouraged to apply.

Maintenance Worker
Under supervision, performs a variety of unskilled and 
semi-skilled manual labor in the construction and main-
tenance of streets, water and sewer lines, parks, build-
ings, and other municipal facilities; drives truck and op-
erates light equipment; assists higher skilled craftsmen 
as a trainee; may occasionally serve as lead worker over 
seasonal workers. Work tends to be routine and subject 
to close supervision. Applications and job descriptions 
may be picked-up at the Human Resources Office, City 
Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO 81052-3299. 
Applications must be submitted to the Human Resourc-
es Office, at the above address, by 4:00 pm, Friday, Sep-
tember 6, 2013. Contingent upon job offer, the success-
ful applicant will be required to take a pre-employment 
physical and a drug test and also provide a current motor 
vehicle record. EOE

Real Estate
ForRent
2 bedroom apartment for $475 per month plus electricty 
with $475 deposit.  Call 688-9867.

Prowers Journal
The

Comedy Night
at the Eagles

The Lamar Chamber of Com-
merce Honkers, Two for the Road 
Entertainment and the Lamar 
Eagles are hosting another night of 
comedy at the Lamar Eagles Aerie 
in Lamar, CO on September 6. It 
will start with a Grilled Chicken 
Breast Salad meal prepared by 
the Lamar Eagles from 6p to 7p, 
with the Comedy Show starting at 
7:30p featuring Headliner Deacon 
Gray and feature Steven Young!

The majority of the proceeds 
from this event go to support two 
local charities, The Remember 
Foundation and Southeast Colo-
rado Cancer Initiative. The mon-
ey they get is used locally for local 
individuals and families.

Tickets are now available at 
these locations:

Lamar Chamber of Commerce - 
336-4379 • Lamar Eagles Aerie 
- 336-3780 • Fellowship Credit 
Union - Lamar Location, ask for 
Tera! 336-5511 • My Wholesale 
Products - Shirley Smith - 336-
0661 • Robinson Printing - Vin-
cent Gearhart - 336-9095 or 688-
7720 • Healing Hands Massage 
- Sherry Walls - 719-688-5099

The Dinner will be $8.00 and 
will include a complimentary 
drink for anyone of legal drinking 
age. The Comedy Entertainment 
will be $10.00

Late Addition: Paul Navarette 
will setup his equipment, and 
there will be dancing and Karaoke 
after the comedy show. Be sure to 
stick around for some more Great 
Entertainment!

Mural Volunteers Needed 
to Get A Little Paint on 

Their Hands 
If you have some time and ar-

tistic talent, you can volunteer to 
help complete the Pedal the Plains 
mural the rest of this week.  The 
24 foot long, eight foot tall mural 
is being completed in panels on 
West Elm Street in Lamar at the 
former The Perk coffee shop.  Lo-
cal artist Jeremy Cooper is coordi-
nating volunteers from all artistic 
backgrounds and age groups to 
spend some time completing the 
project in time for the Pedal the 
Plains bicyclists to arrive in Lamar 
on September 20.  The mural will 
be erected at the edge of Bi-Cen-
tennial Park, south of the Lamar 
Fire Department.

If your schedule allows, you can 
contact Cooper at 719-688-5408 
and select a time during the hours 
of operation.  They are Monday 
through Saturday from 9am to 
Noon and from 1pm to 5pm and 
Sunday from 1pm to 5pm.
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John Ketcham Memorial Scholarship
Awarded to Dylan Wahlert

(Lamar, Colorado; August 30, 2013) The second annual John Ketcham Memorial Scholar-
ship has been awarded to Dylan Wahlert from Kim, CO.  Dylan graduated from La Junta High 
School in May of 2012.  During high school, he was a rodeo team member and a three-time 
Colorado State High School Rodeo Champion Bareback Rider.  Wahlert also qualified for the 
National High School Rodeo Finals (NHSRF) for four years and competed in bareback riding 
and steer wrestling and was the reserve champion bareback rider in 2012.

Dylan spent his freshman college year at South Plains College in Levelland, TX, where he 
was a member of the college’s rodeo team.  He is currently a sophomore at Lamar Community 
College, completing an Associate of Science in Renewable Energy Technologies.  He will also be 
competing on the LCC rodeo team.

The scholarship has been funded by generous memorial gifts from friends and family of 
longtime LCC Horse Training & Management Instructor and Rodeo Coach John Ketcham.  
Recipients are selected by the Ketcham family. Karen Ketcham commented, “I am pleased that 
the Fortunaire Foundation associated with Life Investors has agreed to match John Ketcham Me-
morial Scholarship funds.  This will allow us to augment past contributions and give numerous 
scholarships over the upcoming years.”
Eligibility criteria and application instructions for the John Ketcham Memorial Scholarship are 
available in LCC’s annual Ag Scholarship packet each spring at www.lamarcc.edu/scholarships. 

Senator Bennet Discusses Farm Bill,
Drought and Education

U.S. Senator Michael Bennet fielded questions focusing on the bipartisan immigration and 
farm bills, as well as how our national school system is not performing up to expectations.  The 
senator was concluding a three day visit to eastern Colorado constituents this past Wednesday, 
August 28.  Bennet and former Colorado Governor Roy Romer made an early morning visit to 
the new school in Holly before the senator answered questions from a gathering of citizens and 
representatives at Colorado Equipment in Lamar.  Romer, a former Holly resident, introduced 
Senator Bennet to the group, noting that as well as sharing a political background, both he and 
Bennet were also former school superintendents. 

“The Farm Bill doesn’t do everything I want it to do,” Bennet said in his opening remarks.  
He served on the Farm Bill Conference Committee which is negotiating the differences between 
the House and Senate versions of the Bill.  It now goes to the House for action this September.   
Bennet said some of the Bill’s positive notes are that it strengthens crop insurance, conserva-
tion titles, cuts the deficit by $40 billion and makes it easier to apply to Colorado’s agriculture 
community on the local level.  He added, “I’ve spent the last eight months in a room with four 
Republicans and four Democrats.  We’re trying to fix the immigration laws and across this state 
we’re facing huge challenges to make this work.”  He said his focus on that bill was primarily ag-
riculture, including a proposal to move the Ag aspect of the bill out of the Department of Labor 
and put in into the USDA where it belongs. 

Jillane Hixson, Prowers County landowner asked if some outdated CRP land use required 
policies, such as disk stripping land during a drought, could be altered and if the state’s conserva-
tion easement debacle for southeast Colorado land owners could be addressed outside at a federal 
level.  Bennet said he will determine who is accountable and responsible for some of the regula-
tions that are being applied at the local level.  He added that with regard to habitat measures, 
issues of the soil should outweigh habitat regulations. 

Peter Dawson, Baca County Commissioner, asked about the Senate’s feelings on separating 
the food assistance funds from the Farm Bill.  Senator Bennet responded, “We’re at the point in 
our political system where if one person or group doesn’t like a single aspect of a bill, they’re more 
inclined to try to kill the bill rather that work towards a compromise.”  Bennet said he just doesn’t 

think it’s a practical way of running the legislative process.  He stated that the lack of getting 
anything done is affecting the agriculture and business sections of the nation.   

The senator said he would check into another aspect of the Farm Bill regarding how quickly 
disaster relief payments are made to farmers.  Hixson noted that it can take as much as two years 
for any form of reimbursement, which could be only the option to apply for another loan, when 
your compensation is needed at least in the same growing season when possible.  She added that 
if the forms are not exactly correct, you can be mired in red tape attempting to correct the paper-
work while you’re struggling to prepare for your next crop. 

Bennet discussed the educational system in the nation, adding that it needs to change to a 
more common sense approach of developing teachers who are not bound to teaching students 
to simply pass a test each year to monitor their academic progress.  “It’s ridiculous to test fourth 
graders one year and compare how much progress they’ve made against the next year of fourth 
graders who come through the system,” he told the audience.   

Senator Bennet’s visits included Drought tours with Scherler Farms and Sand Creek, In-
corporated, plus the Stulp and Hefley Farms in Lamar.  Other towns included Holly, Cheraw, 
Haxtun, Limon and La Junta. By Russ Baldwin

New Water for Baca County at Two Buttes Dam
Volunteers in Baca County are providing traffic control while some road work and grading is 

being done at the Two Buttes Dam.  The Dam has had an unprecedented amount of water this 
past summer, due to several monsoonal rains which swept through sections of southeast Colora-
do.  A town hall meeting was called in August due to safety concerns should the dam fail to hold 
the increase in water.  A proposal to release the water was met with numerous voiced concerns, 
such that the Division of Parks and Wildlife decided to open a spillway to maintain a water level 
of 32 feet, an increase from the proposed 20 feet that coincided with the level set in 1983.  The 
dam is about 100 years old and there were concerns that a breach could threaten life downstream, 
even though the impact would have encompassed one household.  The current water level as of 
August 30 is 30’4” and is holding steady according to DPW officials.

The next step to satisfy safety concerns on the spillway is to widen its width from 80 to about 
120 feet.  Volunteers stepped forward with earth moving equipment and citizens who would as-
sist as flaggers for vehicle control.  Prior, it was estimated that it would take two years to begin 
moving dirt.  State engineers opened the floodgate at the spillway, but because of the age of the 
equipment, were able to get a six inch opening while provided some relief.  Plans call for a diver 
to seal up a crack this fall, using a special polymer coating.  Long range plans, if funding is avail-
able, is to replace the manually operated spillway with a push-button hydraulic system.

The increase in water levels brought out many boating enthusiasts.  The first summer storm 
brought the waters up to 14 feet and boaters were noted out on the water, navigating around 
debris that developed from the first water swell.  A second storm added 19’ 17” and for a while, 
water was over CR10, or Highway 101, flowing toward Las Animas, estimated at 29,000 cubic 
feet per second and almost a mile wide.  It took about six hours for the water to reach highway 
287, adding another 1.5 feet per hour to a final depth at the dam of 33.5 feet.  It was at that 
point that the spillway was opened.  The current dam was built to withhold waters similar to the 
1965 flood.

Plans call for 60,000 cubic yards to material to be removed and install a new floodgate in 
front of the current two in place.  The lake, however, will need to dry out considerable before this 
can be accomplished.  This will take place on its own, as the Department of Parks and Wildlife 
decided not to drain the lake.  As a safety concern, the Black Hole has been closed to the public.  
Fast moving water has undercut some of the banks at a 30 feet level and there is fear it could col-
lapse.  There were also some blowouts noted along the canal which are being repaired.

Aaron Bartleson of the DPW for Southeast Colorado said there has been an increase in the 
numbers of fish and other aquatic life since the flooding.  “Two types of fresh water shrimp have 
been noted and the water is rich in nutrients which mean a lot of future growth,” he explained.  
He expected some types could add an inch a month to their length.  Plans call for stocking with 
large and small mouth bass, crappies, bluegill and wipers, plus some forage fish such as shad and 
trout this fall and catfish and walleye in the spring.  Bartleson noted that if the water levels hold, 
the lake will act as a fishery for decades. By Russ Baldwin



Open Gym at the  
Community Building

The Community Building of-
fers Open Gym and Adult 
Open Gym hours throughout 
the month for volleyball and 
basketball.  For times, please see 
our Your Town Today page at 
www.theprowersjournal.com or 
call 336-2774.

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit 
offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 
7:30am to 5pm.  Please 
make reservations 24 hours 
in advance.  Call for your 
ride at 719-336-8034.  Se-
nior Discount Tickets are 
available in the front office 
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Recycle Ink Cartridges
Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the 
Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.  The Lamar Ea-
gles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the 
funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

Autumn Art Show
Dates Set

The Art Guild Autumn Art Show 
has been set. Entries – Saturday, 
October 19 from 9am to-12pm, 
Judging Sunday, October 20, Pub-
lic showing Tuesday through Friday, 
Reception on Thursday, October 
24 from 6 – 8pm and check out for 
artists will be Saturday, October 26 
from 9-11am. More information 
and entry froms are available online 
at: secoartscouncil.org Yard Sale Directory - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.
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Yard Sales
Yard Sale
501 Willow Valley, Lamar – Saturday, September 7 from 7am 
to 12 Noon – Household & decorative items, patio set, lawn 
chairs, lawn mower, 1950 Schwinn bicycle & much more.

Yard Sale
2506 Memorial Drive, Lamar – Saturday, September 
7 from 7:30am to 10:30am – Hot summer bargains, 2 
wing back chairs, kitchen tables, kitchen and dining room 
chairs and loads of misc. items.

Yard Sale
407 Willow Valley, Lamar – Saturday, September 7 from 
7am to Noon – Misc. household items including washer/
dryer, treadmill, liquid gas golf cart, 6 ft steel fence posts. 
Call 336-9748 or 688-9011 for details

Yard Sale
1706 South 6th (Savage Avenue to 6th Street), Lamar – 
FRIDAY ONLY from 4pm – 7pm

Yard Sale
2406 Memorial Drive, Lamar – Saturday, September 7 
from 6am to 6pm – Everything goes! Whatever is left will 
be Free on Sunday, September 8 from noon to 6pm.

Yard Sale
207 South 11th, Lamar – Saturday, September 7 from 7am 
to 11am – Mec 600 Junior reloader, camo blind, misc items.

PEO Yard Sale
48 Mayhew Drive, Lamar - Saturday, September 7 from 
7am to 11am – Many household items, etc..

Yard Sale
907 South 7th, Lamar – Saturday, September 7 from 7am 
to 11am – Clothing, household items, misc. Burritos and 
bake sale items.

Free Prostate Cancer 
Screening

The Prowers Medical Group will be 
offering a free prostate cancer screen-
ing walk-in clinic on September 6 
and September 13 from 7:00am to 
3:00pm.  The clinic will be located 
in the Outpatient Specialty Clinic lo-
cated at 301 Kendall Drive in Lamar.  
No appointment necessary! Screen-
ings and early detection are critical in 
detecting prostate cancer.  For more 
information, call 719-336-6790.

2nd Annual Tri-State 
9/11 Remembrance
A Tribute to all First Responders, 

Dispatchers and Armed Forces, past 
and Present. Lamar is hosting a spe-
cial day of events to thank all those 
who do such amazing work as First 
Responders and Armed Forces, past 
and present. 

Some of the events include: Pa-
rade down Main Street at 10:00 
a.m. • Festivities all day at Prowers 
County Fairgrounds • BBQ at noon 
at the Fairgrounds - free to all First 
Responders and Armed Forces, past 
and Present. Only $5 per plate for 
all others. • Green Chile Cook-Off - 
judging at 3:00 p.m. Vendor booths 
and information displays • Formal 
Tribute Ceremony at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Fairgrounds Arena honoring all 
First Responders, Armed Forces, past 
and present and their families.

Join us for a full day of fun and 
patriotic pride for the whole family.

If your group would like to par-
ticipate, please call Doug Har-
bour at 719-691-0959, email at 
tristate9.11tribute@gmail.com or on 
Facebook.

Hasty Daze
The 6th Annual Hasty Daze celebra-
tion is coming September 21st  with 
a long list of great activities for all 
ages! Come out to enjoy the pancake 
breakfast, parade, Classic Car & Mo-
torcycle show, lunch, entertainment, 
the Pierce Pit BBQ and a street dance 
with live music by Freddy Darnell 
and the Country Gold.  Vendors are 
welcome and booth space is available 
for free.  For more information, call 
719-829-4810 or 970-481-1185.  
Come and join the fun!

Yard Sale
910 South 2nd, Lamar – Saturday and Sunday, September 
7-8 from 7am to ?? – Tools, furniture and a lot of misc.

Fire Department Report
Thursday, August 29 - At 9:04 am on August 29, fire 

personnel were dispatched to 412 North 7th Street in La-
mar on report of a vehicle fire.  The owner of the vehicle 
stated that she was driving her van and noticed the smell of 
fuel while driving.  She stated that later she parked for a bit 
at her home, she returned to the vehicle and smelled fuel 
again.  When she started her vehicle, she noticed a large fire 
flash and the engine caught fire.  The owner retreated to her 
residence, asked the occupants to exit the front of the home, 
and notified the Lamar Fire Department.  Most of the elec-
trical and plastic parts of the engine were burned or melted, 
and the fuel odor was still noticeable.  Fire personnel cut 
into the hood of the car, exposed the hood latch, and were 
able to extinguish the rest of the flames.  No extension of 
flames was found and there was no damage to the rest of the 
body of the vehicle.  No damage was done to the residential 
property despite the vehicle being approximately 3-4 feet 
from a wooden fence and garage door.

Upcoming Events at Juniper Village
September 18, 5:30 pm - Friendship Appreciation - Ju-

niper Village honors their partners in caring. We appreciate 
their time, care and concern. This is a great time to sit back 
and relax while we offer some of our doctor’s favorite treats.

 September 25, 3:00 pm - Friendship Benefits the 
Brain - Come join Juniper Village as we discuss this infor-
mative topic, while enjoying some delicious snacks. Grab 
your friends and come and join us for this beneficial educa-
tional adventure.

Advertise Your Yard 
Sale Today!

Hundreds of people will be reading 
this insert and when you advertise 
your weekend yard sale, garage or 
moving sale. Just $5 is a great invest-
ment to make your yardsale a suc-
cess.  Deadline for entries is 5 pm 
Tuesday evening.  Call Robinson 
Printing at 336-9095 or stop in at 
210 South Main Street, Lamar.



Law Enforcement
13P-2290 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 08:39:55 08/26/13 T Weisenhorn    OHS
Detective T Weisenhorn responded to the 300 Blk of Park St, Holly. A local business had its window broken out.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2293 Theft   09:45:32 08/26/13 T Weisenhorn    ACT
Detective T Weisenhorn responded to the 200 Blk of Gordon St, Wiley on theft.  Billi Jo Rider was arrested for 
second degree criminal tampering. Rider is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2297 Wanted Person    16:54:59 08/26/13 Rob Hernandez   INA
Amber Darlene Rupp, 29 of Lamar, was arrested on a Prowers District warrant for Possession of Schedule II 
drugs.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08237 Sgt. Losa Date: Mon Aug 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 2200 block Memorial Drive on a report of a suspicious person asking per-
sonal questions.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08241 Sgt. Losa Date: Mon Aug 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer contacted Nichole Nickelson 19 of Lamar in the 900 block S. 5th St.  Nickelson was confirmed to 
have an active warrant and is being held on a $2000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08244      Officer: J. Sherrill       Date: 08/26/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of the 200 block of S. 4th St. on a report of a subject shouting in the area. The 
subject was located and after investigating the matter, the subject will be charged with disorderly conduct.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08245 Sgt. Losa Date: Mon Aug 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 100 block N. 8th Street on a report of a juvenile problem.  The officer was in-
formed the juvenile returned to school.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08247 Sgt. Losa Date: Mon Aug 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 100 block Savage Ave. on a report of theft.  Upon arrival the officer was informed 
$692.84 in currency and checks were taken.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08256 Officer: J Inman Date: Mon Aug 26 MDT 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers arrested Noah Kelley-Hernandez on an active felony warrant out of Prowers County. Kelly-Hernan-
dez is being held on $20,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08265  Officer: P. Wilson    Date: Tue Aug 27 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Joshua Lyons (34) on an active warrant. Lyons was transported to the Prowers County Jail 
and held on a $2,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2304 PD Accident   12:48:18 08/27/13 T Weisenhorn    OHS
Detective T Weisenhorn responded to the 200 Blk of S Main St, Holly, on a two vehicle private property ac-
cident. Both parties were trying to avoid hitting objects and ran into each other.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2307 Wanted Person   14:08:35 08/27/13 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn arrested Brian Becker in the 100 Blk of E Colorado St, Holly. Becker was arrested on two 
Prowers County Court for failure to appear.  Becker is being held at the PCJ on $2500.00 cash only bond.

Case#: 13L-08287 Officer: J Inman Date: Tue Aug 27 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Alfredo Alvarez in the 1400 blk. of S. 14th St.  on an active arrest warrant. Alvarez is being 
held on $3,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08273    Officer: J. Sherrill      Date: 08/27/2013  - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of N. 2nd St. on a report of criminal mischief. A sign was damaged by 
unknown parties. Estimated cost of repair was $100.00.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2316 Courthouse Security Incident   15:03:33 08/28/13 B Settles       OHS
Dep. Settles arrested a 15 year old male juvenile from Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse on a warrant 
out of Prowers County District Court. The juvenile is being held on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2315 fingerprinting of public       10:20:58 08/28/13 D Ausbun        OHS
Joe Anthony Maldonado, age 21, of Holly, was fingerprinted for Underage Possession/Consumption of Alcohol.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2321 Citizen Dispute                20:27:07 08/28/13 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy dispatched to the 800 block of West Cliff Street on a report of two people saying they were going to 
fight each other. Upon arrival Deputy found two males arguing over a female. Both were told to leave each 
other alone.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08306  Officer: Pierce  Date: Wed Aug 28 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block of Oak Road on a report of restraining order violation. Officers arrested 
Amber Rupp, 29, of Lamar on the restraining order violation and domestic violence. Rupp is held on no bond 
at PCJ.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08318  Officer:C Miller  Date:Thu Aug 29 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer contacted Richard Jones (37) of Lamar in the 400 block of East College St.  After a foot pursuit the 
subject was arrested on warrants and new charges.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08320 Officer: J Inman Date: Wed Aug 28 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 600 blk. of W. Oak St. for a report of a burglary. The cost of damage and items taken 
is approximately $1550.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08329 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Thu Aug 29, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a subject in the 400 blk of S. 5th St. Michael Trout (43) of Lamar was arrested for an out-
standing warrant.  Trout is held at PCJ on a $6,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08328 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Thu Aug 29, 2013 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 blk of Kendall Dr. for a citizen assist.  Officers arrested Loren Glaser (42) of El Ca-
jon, CA for unlawful possession of schedule II controlled substance.  Glaser is held at PCJ on $4,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2332 PI Accident  00:31:28 08/30/13 Shawn Stone     CCI
Deputies dispatched to the 30000 block of US Highway 50 on a report of a one vehicle accident. Upon arrival 
Deputies found a vehicle went off one side of the roadway, came back onto the roadway and left the opposite 
side of the roadway crashing into a ditch. Estimated damages to the vehicle are $12,000.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08340  Officer: Pierce  Date: Thu Aug 29 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Johnny Gamboa, 28, of Lamar in the 800 block of South 13th Street on domestic violence 
and restraining order violation. Gamboa is held on no bond at Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08353  Officer: Pierce  Date: Thu Aug 29 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of North 5th Street on a report of criminal mischief. Officers found ap-
proximately $250.00 damage had occurred to a vehicle windshield.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08360  Officer: K Dewey  Date: Thu Aug 29, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 300 blk of Maxwell St for a citizen dispute. Both sets parents advised they would 
keep their children away from the other set of children.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:34284   Officer:Kenny Davis  Date:08/29/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to 208 W Washington St. concerning four puppies in a  kennel without 
water. The responsible party was contacted and the dogs placed inside the residence.

——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com

Triple A Detail
Adam Morales, Owner

207 E. North St.
Lamar, CO 81052

Shop 719-688-1691
Adam 719-688-1517

tripleagutters@hotmail.com

Professional Auto Detailing

Engine Steam Cleaning

Upholstery Shampooing

Paint Sealant

Brake Jobs

Oil Changes

Stereo Installation (by appointment)

Window Tinting (by appointment)

Same Day Service in most cases!
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Honkers and Chamber Board Welcome New 
Owner and Manager of Lamar Lanes

Pictured Left to Right - Cheryl Preisser, Denise Carder, Shirley Smith, David Nish, 
Bubba and Tera Bender and Holly Burton. Photo by Kristin Lubbers.

The Lamar Chamber of Commerce Honkers and Chamber Board mem-
bers honked the new owner of Lamar Lanes located at 1704 South Main in 
Lamar.  David Nish is the manager, and Phillip Hall is the new owner.

Lamar Lanes hours are 5:00 pm to10:00 pm on weekdays, and open all 
day Saturday, Sunday from 3:00 pm to 10:00 pm.

According to David and Phillip, there will be many changes coming to 
Lamar Lanes such as Disco lights, Monte Carlo will be coming back, and 
the league season will be shorter.

If you are interested in signing up for any of the bowling leagues, or just 
want to bring the family out for a fun evening, contact the Lamar Lanes at 
336-5781 or via email at lamarlanes@gmail.com.

Lamar Workforce Center Holding Customer 
Appreciation Day Sept 6

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT MONTH TO OFFER EVENTS 
AND INITIATIVES TO MOVE COLORADO FORWARD 

(DENVER)  — Governor John Hickenlooper has declared September 
as Workforce Development Month in Colorado. 

During the next four weeks, state and county-run employment offices 
called Workforce Centers will partner with the Department of Labor and 
Employment to spotlight a variety of services and resources available to 
the state’s 2.7 million men and women in the state’s labor force and the 
170,000 Colorado businesses that hire them. 

Elva Macias from the Lamar Workforce Center for the Southeast Re-
gion of Colorado has announced that a Customer Appreciation Day (em-
ployers and job seekers) will be held Friday, September 6 from 7:30am to 
10am at the Center at 405 East Olive Street in Lamar.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend and visit with the Workforce staff and learn about potential 
job listings in the area.  Call 719-336-2256 for additional information or 
visit the website:  www.yourworkforcecenter.com. 

Workforce Development Month began modestly in 2004 with a hand-
ful of events.  Now in its tenth year, the annual series of events has grown 
to include a wide array of workshops, open houses, hiring events, employer 
seminars and online features. 

Throughout September, Colorado’s state and county-run Workforce 
Centers will be teaming with the Department of Labor and Employment 
to provide a variety of special activities, including: 

•   Innovative New Services:  Web-based services will be launched soon 
as the Department of Labor and Employment introduces the Employer 
Toolkit, a feature that allows businesses to file wage reports, respond to job 
separations and pay unemployment premiums online. 

•   Job Fairs:  Virtual job fairs will be held online to connect employ-
ers and job seekers in Colorado Springs, Rocky Ford, La Junta, Glenwood 
Springs, Weld County and Fort Morgan. 

•   Special Events:  In the weeks ahead, Workforce Centers in Cortez, 
Durango and Trinidad will hold Customer Appreciation Day Open Houses 
and the Rocky Ford Workforce Center will stage an event to recognize the 
importance of the agriculture industry to their community. 

•   The Workforce of the Future:  Construction Career Days will give 
high school students in Adams and El Paso counties opportunities to ex-
plore the construction trades.  In late September, the Governor’s Summer 
Job Hunt will conclude its 33rd season with an awards reception to honor 
the exemplary teens and the businesses that hired them this summer. 

•   Strengthening Workforce Development Nationwide:  In September, 
policy makers from across the country will convene in Denver as Colo-
rado hosts the 77th annual conference of the National Association of State 
Workforce Agencies.  At this event, workforce development professionals 
will share best practices and addresses the challenges ahead. 

These are just some of the events taking place in September.  Workforce 
Development Month will be filled with events and initiatives that showcase 
how the Department of Labor and Employment and Workforce Centers 
across Colorado can help businesses and workers succeed. 

It is a time to focus on creating a stronger and more competitive Colo-
rado.  In his proclamation, Governor Hickenlooper notes that as the eco-
nomic recovery gains traction, “workers, students, learning institutions, 
government agencies and employers be united to meet current and future 
labor needs by promoting communication and collaboration and offering 
educational opportunities to address the challenges ahead.”

Reliever Route Discussed with New State 
Transportation Commissioner

The Prowers County Commissioners discussed the proposed Highway 
287/385 Reliever Route with Bill Thiebaut, recently appointed to the State 
Transportation Commission to serve District 10 in southeast Colorado.  
The meeting was also attended by Lamar Mayor Roger Stagner, City Ad-
ministrator John Sutherland, Public Works Director Pat Mason and Ro-
berto Becerril who joins the city as the Planning and Community Develop-
ment Director. He replaces Bobby Ward as Chief Building Official.

The commission formulates general policy for the Colorado Depart-
ment of Transportation with respect to the management, construction 
and maintenance of public highways and other transportation systems in 
Colorado.  Thiebaut provided a general overview of his term in the state 
legislature, serving both as a representative and an appointee to the state 
senate as well as senate majority leader from 2001-2002.  He said his term 
in office helped develop an interest in regional needs including prioritiz-
ing rural roads and highways including rural air service.  “Legislators need 
to keep in mind that the traffic flow into the metro areas comes directly 
through the rural portions of the state.”  He added that all roadways need 
to be maintained in order to keep the state economy going. 

Thiebault said he’s met with almost all the commissioners from his 
representative counties, listening to their transportation concerns and get-
ting an assessment of the highways that connect his district to the rest 
of the state.  “Highway 96 needs work,” he said, remarking on his drive 
through that area, noting potholes and the need for improvement of the 
highway shoulders. 

Highway finances and Lamar’s and Prowers County’s commitment 
to the Reliever Route took up the bulk of the meeting.  RAMP funding 
for highway projects and devolution, a practice in which the state ‘sell’s a 
highway to a community in lieu of providing future maintenance costs, 
comprised most of the discussion.  Thiebaut noted that as he’s only recently 
been appointed to the position, and RAMP funding will be announced 
within several weeks, he wants to hear from each of the ten counties regard-
ing their concerns on their RAMP funded projects. 

Thiebaut said he wanted to visit specifically about the Reliever Route 
as he felt there were issues regarding $15 million in funding for the City 
of Lamar to take over Main Street, using some of those funds to finance 
the upgrades and assume ownership of the road.  Thiebaut said that from 
his viewpoint, the issue should be, “You’re CDOT, why don’t you just go 
and fix Main Street as it is!”  City Administrator, John Sutherland added, 
“There seems to me to be a statewide, CDOT philosophical disconnect.  
I believe there should be a coherent statewide transportation plan and 
CDOT should have priority issues that they want to deal with.”  Suther-
land added that any bottleneck that develops around Lamar for Highway 
287 and 50 should be a CDOT, state-oriented problem that isn’t handed 
off to local officials to correct.  Sutherland added, “Our issue on this is the 
condition of our Main Street.  That is something that needs to be corrected 
and fixed by CDOT.” 

Thiebaut told the officials that his next step will be to bring the Reliev-
er Route application up to a draft stage that can work to a local advantage 
regarding financing.  He added that this isn’t something that can be put on 
a back burner as only a few weeks remain before funding is allocated and 
there is a chance that it may go elsewhere.  By Russ Baldwin



Notice of Public Hearing and Availability of

U.S. 287 AT LAMAR ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT

Public Hearing
September 19, 2013
5:00-7:00 p.m.

Mezzanine Room 
at County Annex 
Building
1001 South Main St.
Lamar, CO 81052

AGENDA:
5:00-6:00 p.m.: 

Registration/Open 
House

6:00-6:30 p.m.: 
Informational 
Presentation

6:30 p.m.: Oral Public 
Comments

Persons with special 
access or translation 
needs should contact 
project staff in advance to 
make arrangements.

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) 
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
announce the availability of the U.S. 287 at Lamar 
Reliever Route Environmental Assessment (EA) 
and invite the public to attend a September 19, 
2013 public hearing on the EA. CDOT and FHWA 
are proposing improvements to address safety and 
mobility on U.S. 287 through Lamar and to increase 

through the region. 

Copies of the EA are available for public review 
in Lamar and on the project website, http://www.
coloradodot.info/projects/us287lamar. Comments can 
be submitted at the public hearing, or via the project 
website from September 3, 2013 through October 3, 
2013.  For more information or to submit comments in 

CH2M HILL, 9193 S. Jamaica St., Englewood, CO 
80112, 720-286-0484, .

Para información en español, por favor contactar 
a Caitlin McCusker, CH2M HILL, (720) 286-0484 or 
Caitlin.McCusker@ch2m.com.

Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Mon.-Sat. 6am til 9pm & Sun. Noon til 9pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

spresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Mon Sat 6am til 9pm & Sun N

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!

World Famous

Mexican Buffet

Every Friday

5:00 -9:00
Shoe Shine Stand

NOW OPEN!!!Shoe Shine Stand

NOW OPEN!!!

$1.00
OFF
Shoe Shine 
Service with 

Coupon
Expires 9/30/13

Monday
Noon-8:00pm




