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CDOT By-Passes the Lamar Reliever Route
Concerns over the potential economic impact of a Lamar Bypass, expressed this past
summer by city and county officials as well as local business owners and citizens, has become moot in light of the Lamar Reliever Route being taken off the table for funding.
Most of the money is going to the Front Range with little, if any, coming into southeast Colorado. Both the Prowers County Commissioners and Lamar City Administrator,
John Sutherland, confirmed the announcement. Paul Westhoff, CDOT resident engineer
for Lamar said some aspects of RAMP funding would be discussed during the Reliever
Route’s Environmental Assessment meeting at the County Annex on Thursday evening,
September 19, between 5pm and 7pm. Westhoff said the projects chosen for funding are
not entirely absolute at this time as the list of funded projects doesn’t exactly total how
the funds have been allocated. He added that the devastation to Colorado’s highways in
the flood impacted zones from last week had no bearing on how the RAMP funds were
allocated. He said the repair and reconstruction work on those road and bridges will have
different funding avenues.
Lamar City Administrator, John Sutherland, said regardless of how the RAMP funds
were allocated, there is still the problem of CDOT’s obligation to repair and maintain Main
Street in Lamar. “This is still their road, and it’s not agreeable to let it fall apart,” he stated,
referring to CDOT’s devolution concept of paying a community to take ownership of a state
roadway and becoming responsible for all future repairs and upgrades. This funding source
for the City of Lamar was an idea expressed as a means of Lamar paying a percentage of the
RAMP funds back, to gain ownership of Highway 287/385 through the city.
RAMP, Responsible Acceleration of Maintenance and Partnerships, was a one-time
event for highway repairs throughout Colorado. Once the funds have been distributed
for projects through 2017, there are no plans for additional funding. Sutherland said that
leaves the City of Lamar back to where it was on the Reliever Route but in the meantime,
the number of heavy duty freight vehicles continues to pass through town. He said its
CDOT’s responsibility to make the highway safe and passable. By Russ Baldwin

Pedal the Plains, A Rolling Success
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Front Row: Bobbi-Chamber, Renee-Pedal Organizer, Kim-LPI, Shawna-Main Street, Wendy-Commissioner Back
Row: Denise-Chamber Pres, John Sutherland-City Administrator, Roger Stagner-Mayor, Joe Garcia-Lt Governor

Sunny skies, mild temperatures and gentle winds all contributed to a perfect weekend
for the Pedal the Plains event held in Lamar this past Friday and Saturday, September 2021. Bike riders began arriving in Lamar from their starting point in Eads mid afternoon
on Friday. Once they checked their bikes at the Lamar Community Building, they had
the options of setting up their tent in Savage Stadium, heading for their motel, doing a
little downtown shopping during the Fall Festival or taking a brief tour around the town
and the entertainment center on East Beech Street, across from the Lamar Chamber of
Commerce and Welcome Center offices.
Food vendors and others had their cooking areas set up at the Chamber by mid
morning and began serving customers through the afternoon until the evening at the beer
garden. Viaero, a regional phone company was a co-sponsor of the ride with the Denver
Post and ran a brisk trade, offering free phone charges for any cell phone through the afternoon. Other contributors to the ride included the Office of the Governor and the state
Office of Economic Development and International Trade.
Patrons enjoyed a variety of music, from the Lamar Notables, DJ Roy Gillespie, Take
5 Jazz Band and some acoustic music from John Abbott, Rock and Roll with JUDI and
Brethren Flow which closed out the evening on the center stage.
Several people signed up for the afternoon pie eating contest, which was messy, to the
corn shucking contest which was won by a bike rider from Longmont.
Some vendors lined the roadway during the Fall Festival in downtown Lamar, which
featured almost a dozen stores, and other vendors set up their booths around the entertainment center.
A number of riders and local citizens also took the time to appreciate the mural which
was erected at Bicentennial Park in time for the arrival of the riders. Jeremy Cooper, local
artist who coordinated the volunteer artists who created the mural, said the City of Lamar
and Parks and Recreation Department are developing plans to turn Bicentennial into an
art park in the future.
Shawna Hodge, Lamar Main Street Coordinator said on Monday, that a debriefing
meeting will be held in about a week’s time to review all the various segments of the event
and take a specific headcount of all the participants. During the afternoon, Hodge was
presented with a check for $2,000 by State Lieutenant Governor Joseph Garcia who took
part in the ride, and Renee Wheelock, Community Relations Manager for the event. The
funds will be used to defray some of the entertainment expenses. By Russ Baldwin

Granada Residents Discuss SECPA Utility Sale

Granada residents will decide in a special election next April, whether they wish to sell
their electric utility system to SECPA, Southeast Colorado Power Association. Currently,
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Obituaries
Alfred H. Culbertson - March 13, 1934 – September 23, 2013 - A Celebration of
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the town purchases its power from SECPA and resells it to local customers. Selling the
system back to SECPA would eliminate the town as a middle man.
Richard Wilson, CEO, and Jack Wolfe, COO of SECPA, provided an overview of
the power company’s operation and history to about 50 Granada residents during a town
hall meeting Wednesday, September 18. The current contract for power delivery expires
in 2015. Granada is one of several utilities that receives its power from SECPA, which
in turn purchases its power from Tri State G & T. Wilson said because of a long term
arrangement with Tri State, SECPA’s customers will enjoy a more stable rate structure.
Currently, Granada customers are set up on a five tier billing classification.
The value of the utility is estimated at $450,000, a figure that has depreciated over the
years from the $850,000 spent to upgrade the system for the Granada community. Granada Trustee, Tom Grasmick, explained to the audience that the Granada town government
is paid for from the proceeds of electric sales and sales have been down. The Trustees have
voted for several per kilowatt hour rate increases, but the revenue has fluctuated. Grasmick
noted that revenue averages about $1,500 per month, but the town has seen variations
from $4,000 to $1,800 a month.
“The Trustees would bank the $450,000 revenue and use it as a reserve in the general fund,” Grasmick explained. He said the town could take a two cent per kilowatt hour
franchise fee which would generate about $6,500 a month and that would pay salaries to
town employees and cover expenses. The fee would not be tied to charges from SECPA.
Wilson noted that there is no insurance coverage for any of the utility lines in Granada, so
any repairs are out of pocket for the community. If a major storm took out numerous lines,
the community has only $100,000 in reserves for repairs. If SECPA owned the utility, they
would cover the cost of repairs and upgrades. He added that because of the power level that
runs through the wires, the local town repair crew is not rated to fix those types of problems,
so an outside service crew would have to be brought in and paid for their work.
One resident asked Wilson if they would sell the utility to another provider in the
future. “I can’t imagine that being done,” he replied, “We’re a not-for-profit organization
and we’re not generating the kind of revenue that would attract an outside buyer.” Another resident asked the status on Tri State’s plans to develop a coal plant around Holly. Wilson said he’d be surprised if that came to pass. “I don’t think we’ll see another large coal
plant built in this country anytime soon,” he stated. He said the only situation he could
think of to change that scenario would be to see natural gas prices explode through the
roof, or a scientific development that severely reduces emissions from coal fired plants.
Wilson said, “Right now there’s about a 9% to 10% power loss in the lines and one
of our first steps would be to correct that situation if we buy the system. We’d also look
at upgrading the metering system throughout the community.” The Trustees said they
would call another town meeting before the April election for additional information and
discussion for Granada residents. By Russ Baldwin
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life for lifelong Lamar area resident, Alfred H. Culbertson will be held at 2:00pm Friday,
September 27, 2013 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Reverend Jeff Alexander of the
Calvary Baptist Church and Pastor Jose Varela of the Lamar Apostolic Assembly in the
Faith of Jesus Christ Church co-officiating. Burial with full military honors will follow at
Fairmount Cemetery with the Lamar V.F.W. Post #3621 and the Lamar American Legion
Post # 71. Visitation for Al will be held on Thursday, September 26, 2013 from 1:00PM
until 7:00PM at the Peacock Family Chapel. For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Hickenlooper Holds Town Forum in Holly
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Agricultural finances and drought impact dominated the discussion between Governor
Hickenlooper and Holly residents this past Friday, September 20, during an Open Town
Meeting at Holly Senior Center. At the outset, the governor explained he was using a set of
crutches because of a hip problem, during his tour of portions of southeast Colorado.
The governor was asked somewhat in jest, if he could do anything to end the drought.
Hickenlooper related that as mayor of Denver he got into trouble taking the stand that Denver water rights, could be thought of as also belonging to the state. Through appointing new
members on the state water board, Hickenlooper said they cut the per capita consumption
of Denver water to 1.2 million people, by 20% over five years. He said that caused the price
of water per gallon to increase in order to continue to maintain the water delivery infrastructure through the city. Hickenlooper said it was a very unpopular move but he employed that
conservation philosophy to make sure as much water as possible will be available for crop
land use across the state. “People along the Front Range need to know that available water
is needed for crop growth across the rest of the state,” he explained.
Another water concern expressed from the audience dealt with the local canal systems
and buy and dry concepts, plus return flow water rights for those farmers farther down the
Arkansas Valley. They suggested that future water fallowings be done in a safe and almost
over-reaching pattern to cushion the impact to the river.
Marty Campbell, area farmer, stated that a lot of farmers have either irrigated or dry
land operations and they aren’t very large in southeast Colorado. “Large farming operations can diversify their income, but the smaller ones will have no income for probably the
next two years,” he explained. “This drought is hitting us through our planning, growing
and harvest period. I have lots of pasture, but the grasses won’t be viable for the next two
years, and all we have now is weeds out there. Can you supply any relief for people in this
income impact situation?” he asked the governor.
Hickenlooper replied that his options are limited. “I can’t touch property taxes, but
there may be some leeway with rebates in sales taxes through the community. He compared the state responses to the recent fires and floods to the drought, stating that it’s also
a natural disaster process, but one that is squeezing the economic life out of a community
over a several years span. Hickenlooper said some of the decisions for relief will come
from the Joint Budget Committee, as they try to determine which impacted area of the
state qualifies for some form on relief in the future.
The governor responded to two similar questions regarding the drought and the need
to continue to register or insure farm vehicles that aren’t used because there is no growing or
harvest season right now. Flexibility for payment and the size of crop insurance premiums
was also addressed. Farmers wanted to know if those payments could be evened out during
lean or full harvest periods for several years. The speed by which disaster applications could
be processed was also discussed. Hickenlooper said he’d speak with U.S. Senator Michael
Bennet to see if Ag Secretary Vilsack would open discussions on those solutions. He said
that problem is national in scope, not just limited to Colorado farmers and ranchers.
The governor was accompanied by John Stulp, Special Policy Advisor for Water Director of the IBCC and Reeves Brown, Executive Director of The Department of Local
Affairs. The governor toured Camp Amache and visited Lamar and La Junta during the
Pedal the Plains annual event. He was also on hand for the ribbon cutting ceremony at
the Supportive Residential Community at Fort Lyon in Las Animas. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events

Thursday, September 26 - Lamar Public Library’s Movie Madness – Dirty Dancing &

Dirty Dancing Havana Nights Double Feature starting at 5pm • Lamar Public Library’s
Novel Walkers – 7pm at the Lamar Public Library.
Friday, September 27 - Holly Gateway Fair – Holly Fairgrounds.
Saturday, September 28 - Holly Gateway Fair – Holly Fairgrounds • Planes to Plains
Fly-In – Lamar Municipal Airport • Eagles Steak Night.
Sunday, September 29 - Holly Gateway Fair – Holly Fairgrounds.
Tuesday, October 1 - Southeast Colorado Concert Assocation presents The Abrams
Brothers – Bluegrass, Country, Folk-Rock.
Wednesay, October 2 - Lamar City Council Breakfast, 7-8am at Burger King • Noon,
Holly Commercial Club Meets at Methodist Church • 7pm, Holly Trustees Board Meeting.
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Classified Ads

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail
business
…are a low-cost, effective way
to reach your clientele, old and
new
…we can accept scripted ads
up to Tuesday afternoon for
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads
anytime
…The Prowers Journal newsletter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters
each week for Lamar, Wiley,
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership
continues to grow
…our online readership continues to grow weekly.
…our numbers are great, so
your business earns a better
return on your investment
Selling a house or car?
Seeking an employee? Posting
an official notice? Running a
seasonal sale?
The Prowers Journal is less
than two years old and making
an impact in the county. Make
a business impact with your
Classified Ad this week in The
Prowers Journal.
Call 719-336-9095 today.

LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department
receives found property on a continual basis that includes bicycles,
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses
and numerous other items. These
items are kept for 6 months in an
attempt to locate the owners. We
encourage persons with lost property to contact the police department Monday through Friday
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Veterans Benefit from
Online Info
Use www.myhealth.va.gov and
go online at this new Veteran
Health Portal and discover
what benefits the VA can offer you and your family. My
HealtheVet, a Gateway to Optimal Health. Call your local
VA representative in Prowers
County, Jeremy Miller, at 719336-2606.

The

Prowers Journal

Help Wanted

Police Records Clerk
Under limited supervision, performs in the central records and information communication system of the
department. Initiates routine and operational records;
works regularly with information which is generally limited and confidential; occasionally handles small amount
of funds. Computer experience needed. Applications and
job description are available at the Human Resources’
Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO
81052-3299. Applications must be submitted in to the
Human Resources Office by 4:00 p.m., Friday, September 27, 2013. Pre-employment testing is required. Upon
job offer the successful applicant will be required to take
a pre-employment drug test and provide a current motor
vehicle record. EOE
Residential Direct Care Staff
Southeastern Developmental Services is now hiring Residential Direct Care Staff. You must be compassionate,
patient and have an interest in working with people who
have a developmental disability. Requirements include a
clean driving record and background check. We will provide all training. Please apply in person at 1111 South
4th in Lamar. E.O.E.
Case Manager
Case Manager wanted. Southeastern Developmental
Services is hiring until the position is filled. You must
have at least an AA degree with 5 years of Developmental Disabilities related experience, BA degree preferred.
Must have excellent organizational, computer and communication skills. Please apply in person at 1111 South
4th in Lamar. E.O.E.

Real Estate
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet,
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000

Yard Sales

Yard Sale
1607 South 14th Street, Lamar - Saturday, September
28 from 7am to ?? - Miscellaneous items for SDS
Garage Sale
313 Country Village Road, Lamar - Friday, September
27 from 4-7 pm and Sat., September 28 from 7:30 am - ?
- Men’s dress shirts, women’s and children’s clothing, wedding dress and formals, home decor, and much more.
Yard Sale
100 North 6th Street, Lamar - September 27 & 28
from 8am to 3pm - Baby items, treadmill, blankets,
clothes, lots of misc. items. Sausage & egg, sausage, bean
& cheese burritos available.

PMC Birth Announcemtns
Martina and Victor Salcedo of Lamar are proud to
announce the birth of their daughter, Galilea Salcedo.
Galilea was born at 7:48 am on September 19, 2013.
She weighed 7 lb 7 oz at birth. She will join siblings Victor Jr, Alessia, and Marlene. Grandparents Maria and
Primitivo Casillas are happy to welcome her. Congratulations to Martina and Victor on your new baby girl!
Nicole and Joshua Ecker of Wiley are the proud new
parents of a baby girl. Paizlee Abigail Eckert was born
at 11:37 pm on September 19, 2013. She weighed 6 lb 8
oz and measured 20 inches long. Paizlee is the first child
of the family. Her grandparents Kirk and Lesli Smith
along with Doug and Kim Eckert are proud to welcome
her to the family. Congratulations to Nicole and Joshua
on your first child!
Daniela and Robert Sharrar of Lamar are happy to
announce the birth their first child. Leon Kadence
Sharrar Villasenor was born at 5:39 pm on September
20, 2013. Leon weighed 7 lb 3.5 oz and measured 19
inches long. Grandparents Daniel and Elvira Villasenor
and Devin and Deb Sharrar are proud to welcome him
to the family. Congratulations Daniela and Robert on
the birth of your baby boy!
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Child Find Screenings
Child Find Screenings for
young children will be held
at MHDC Preschool on October 11, 2013. Screenings
will include developmental,
speech/language, hearing,
health, dental, and vision.
Please call 336-2022 for an
appointment.
New Location
Rocky Mountain SER has
relocated to 20 South Mains
Street, in Lamar. The Rocky
Mountain SER office is in the
same building as Cruikshank
Reality, effective September 1,
2013. If you have any questions, please fee free to contact
Gerry Jenkins, Field Representive at 719-336-9019.
Big Timbers Museum
New Hours of Operation
Winter Hours: – Sept 1 to May 31

Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.

Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31

Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays, Mondays,
and County Holidays
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Commissioners Tour New Developments in Holly
The Prowers County Commissioners held their most recent board meeting at the Holly Senior and Community Center, Thursday, September 19. The commissioners periodically conduct
their meetings in Wiley, Granada or Holly as part of their community outreach program.
The commissioners took the occasion to formally greet Lance Benninghoff, recently hired
as the county’s economic development director for Prowers County Development Incorporated,
and introduce him to members of the Holly Trustees Board, including Holly Mayor Brad Simon
and Administrator, Marsha Willhite.
John Marrin, President of Lamar Community College, provided a brief overview of the college’s Conservation Day which was held on Friday, September 20. Marrin mentioned the annual
Antelope Stampede Rodeo will be held the first weekend in October, as well as the bi-annual
Frontier Historical Encampment, also hosted on the college campus. The Encampment will be
held October 4 and 5.
Reva Phillips, administrative officer for the Southeast and Eastern Colorado Recycling Association, secured the group’s annual $4,000 donation from the county for their services. Prowers is one of 40 entities that uses the recycling associations services, according to Phillips, and
for Prowers, the cost per person amounts to 17 cents a month to use the various recycling bins
available in Lamar and other county communities. Phillips addressed a change in state policy
regarding prohibition of Ewaste dumping in state landfills. “The new policy went into effect in
July,” she explained, and at present her operation is not equipped to handle Ewaste materials.
Asked by one of the Holly students attending the commissioners meeting, what EWaste consists
of, Phillips explained, “It’s anything that can be plugged in to an electric outlet and that runs
from cellphones to laptops to toasters or TV’s.” She said there are some firms that can recapture
and recycle precious metals from the components, but they deal in bulk materials, with some
businesses charging by the pound for pick-up. The City of Lamar and Prowers County officials
have discussed some of the merits of conducting a future joint Ewaste dumping day.
Rella Ann Steele, Secretary of the East Prowers Cemetery District, reminded the commissioners the district will hold a dedication ceremony for a donated Gazebo Sunday, September 29
at 1pm at the Hartman Cemetery. “We were able to build the gazebo using the Hartman Community Fund to pay for the project,” she explained, mentioning that the plot for the gazebo was
an in-kind donation from the Robson/Parsley families and volunteers built the gazebo.
Other developments for the District included an updated bylaw which no longer allows
funerals on Sundays or legal holidays. Steele said a future project includes the installation of flag
poles at the Holly Cemetery which will be illuminated to display military, American and Colorado flags at the site. “We want to create a memorial wall to honor all military veterans living or
dead from the District,” she mentioned, explaining that it makes sense to honor those still living
for their service to their country instead of waiting for them to pass before listing their names on
the memorial. The 60 foot tall poles were bought at a low price from the Holly School District
and had been used as football light poles.
Following a lunch break, the commissioners and several Holly Trustees visited the L & L
Greenhouse, the new Reyman’s Grocery Store and residents at the Holly Nursing Care Center.
By Russ Baldwin

City Council Approves Amended Weed Ordinance
The City of Lamar’s agreement with Honeywell Building Solutions for energy and utility
upgrades in municipal buildings is ending as work on the contract is being finalized. $288,973
in contingency funds was included in the contract and $67,015 was spent on some contingencies leaving a balance of $228,043. Other work termed ‘change orders’ was performed leaving
a balance of $93,178. City staff has recommended two additional change orders be performed
for HVA/C upgrades to the City’s Welcome Center and Water Department for a total cost of
$42,564. That leaves a remaining balance for all the projects of $50,606 which, according to City
Administrator, John Sutherland, will remain in the project’s contingency fund.
The city council approved a resolution amending the Honeywell Energy Performance Con-

tract to continue to upgrade the city’s south well field’s main water transmission line, approximately 6.5 miles. A review of the line showed the 88 year old piping to be faulty with pin-hole
leaks, a considerable build-up of scale inside the pipe and pressure drop problems. An amendment was approved through the resolution to have Honeywell hire a contractor for the additional
repair work and manage the construction of a new primary water transmission line in the south
well field.
Weeds be gone! The council approved draft changes to the weed nuisance ordinance and
approved it on first reading. City Attorney Garth Nieschburg altered the nuisance abatement
ordinance to cut through the long notice period to a private property owner, eliminating as much
as a month’s wait in some circumstances, before the city can take action on the weed and nuisance
violations. The new provision allows for posting a notice at the property, informing the public
that the property owner has 48 hours to clean up the mess before the city handles the job and
charges a fee for their services. Attorney Nieschburg and Mayor Stagner said the city’s priority
for weed cleanup using this ordinance change is for those property owners who have repeatedly
ignored messages to maintain the code enforcement regulations. The city will continue to afford
some leeway to those property owners who have shown they are willing to work with the city to
improve their land.
The City Council approved on first reading, an ordinance discussed earlier this month between Wells Fargo bond underwriters and the Lamar Utilities Board. The ordinance refinances and defeases the Lamar Light Plant’s 2004 Series A electric utility enterprise revenue bonds
and issues 2013 Series A bonds for the city’s wind turbines. The savings to the Utility Board is
$256,267.48. The bonds have been issued long enough, according to the Wells Fargo representatives, to be refinanced. The contract end date remains 2023 for the Light Plant.
The Lamar City Council voted to fill a vacancy on the Lamar Utilities Board with their
approval of Howard Hobbs for a five year term expiring in August, 2018. Hobbs is a former
professor of science at Lamar Community College. He is filling the vacancy created when Don
Steerman’s term on the board expired.
Kaye Hainer of the Lamar Library Board presented a proclamation to the council which
celebrates the freedom to read and observes Banned Books Week at the library. The Proclamation signed by Mayor Roger Stagner reads in part, “Whereas intellectual freedom is essential to
the preservation of a free society and a creative culture, and whereas Americans still favor free
enterprise in ideas and expression and can be trusted to exercise critical judgment, to recognize
propaganda and misinformation and to make their own decisions about what they read and believe, and to exercise the responsibilities that accompany this freedom, the Lamar Public Library
celebrates the American Library Association’s Banned Books Week.”
The council approved the city employee’s group insurance contract with the County Health
Pool with Denman Consulting as the agent of record. Bert Davis of the city’s insurance committee stated that there would be an overall savings to the City and employees of $387,196. Two
health plans will be offered to city employees for the 2014 contract.
City Administrator, John Sutherland, introduced Lance Benninghoff to the Lamar Council.
Benninghoff was hired last week as the executive director for Prowers County Development
Incorporated. Since earlier this month, he has taken part in various municipal meetings, been
introduced to officials in other towns in Prowers County, attended the Pedal the Plains event and
will attend his first regular PCDI board meeting set for Tuesday morning, September 24. By Russ
Baldwin

Fun for All at 6th Annual Hasty Daze

Folks enjoyed perfect weather for the final weekend of summer in Hasty, Colorado, site of the
6th Annual Hasty Daze celebration, September 21.
Vendors set up their tables and tents Saturday morning, while parade entries began to line up
for the 10am procession, sponsored by the Bent County Chamber of Commerce.
Part of the preparations for the day’s events included marking off the grid for the Horse Apple
Squares Sale and making sure the lunch sponsored by the Southeast Colorado Cattlewomen was
set to go.
There was plenty of food for the attendees with the Pierce Pit BBQ served up between 5:30pm
and 7pm, followed by the street dance which was scheduled from 7 to 11pm that evening.
$5,000 in local scholarships have been donated to local students, raised mostly in part by
entry fees for the numerous events held for the annual get-together. By Russ Baldwin

Letter to the Editor
Policy

FREE Bowling Classes
Starting Oct. 1st, Lamar Lanes
is offering a four week bowling
class free of charge to the public. Classes consist of 30 min
instruction followed by 1 hour
practice time and are offered
different week days for ages
12 and up. To sign up call Lamar Lanes at 336-5781 or visit
www.lamarlanes.com.
Autumn Art Show
Dates Set
The Art Guild Autumn Art Show
has been set. Entries – Saturday,
October 19 from 9am to 12pm,
Judging Sunday, October 20, Public showing Tuesday through Friday,
Reception on Thursday, October
24 from 6 – 8pm and check out for
artists will be Saturday, October 26
from 9-11am. More information
and entry froms are available online
at: secoartscouncil.org

Preschool Screenings
Child Find Screenings for
young children will be held
at MHDC Preschool on October 11, 2013. Screenings
will include developmental, speech/language, hearing, health, dental, and vision. Please call 336-2022
for an appointment.

Yard Sale Page Has
Ended for the Season
The Yard Sale page has been
discontinued until next
spring. Home Room will
be taking it’s place through
out the school year. We
will still take Yard Sale ads
as long as necessary and we
will just add them to the
Classifieds Page.
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Weekend Local Scores:
Football

Lamar 45 – Dolores Huerta Prep 0
Walsh 67 – Wiley 0
Hoehne 49 – McClave 8
Granada 51 – Cheyenne Wells 24
Springfield 54 – Holly 6

Volleyball

September 25, 2013
Softball
Sept 26
Sept 28

Burlington @ Lamar
Lamar @ Dolores Huerta

LCC Sports
Baseball

Sept 28
Sept 29

LCC @ Colorado Christian University
LCC @ Slammers/Davy Jones

Lamar 3 – Trinidad 0
Lamar 3 – Burlington 0
Lamar 3 – La Junta 0
Cheraw 3 – McClave 0
Springfield 3 – Holly 2
Holly 3 – South Baca 0
Holly 3 – Manzanola 0

Softball

Softball

Sept 27-29

Lamar 13 – St. Mary’s 1
Lamar 17 – The Classical Academy 2
Lamar 8 – La Junta 4

High School Sports Schedules
Football

Sept 27
		
		
		

Trinidad @ Lamar
Granada @ Wiley
Swink @ McClave
Holly @ Walsh

Sept 27-29

Golf

Sept 26-27

Rodeo
Soccer

Sept 27
Oct 2

LCC Tournament
LCC @ Trinidad State Junior College
LCC @ Sheridan College

Johnson @ LCC
Dodge City @ LCC

Volleyball
Sept 26
Sept 27
Sept 28
		
Oct 1

Northwestern Junior College @ LCC
Western Nebraska Community College @ LCC
McCook Community College @ LCC
Dodge City Community College @ LCC
LCC @ Otero Junior College

Volleyball
Sept 26
Sept 27
		
Sept 28
Oct 1
		

McClave @ Springfield
Granada @ Wiley
Holly @ Walsh
Lamar, Wiley @ Fowler Volleyball Tournament
Granada @ South Baca
Wiley @ Eads

Cross Country
Sept 26

Soccer

Sept 28

Lamar @ Royal Gorge Bridge
Lamar @ St. Mary’s

LHS Tailgate Party
The Lamar High School Sports Booster Club
will be hosting a tailgate party on Friday, September 27, from 5 to 6:15pm. Come to the east
end of Savage Stadium to join the party and enjoy free hamburgers and hotdogs! There will also
be a drawing for two adult activity tickets. You
must sign up to be a booster club member to be
eligible for the drawing.

Home Room Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.

The identity of the letter writer
must be verified before publication. Phone numbers will
not be published, but are used
to verify identity of the letter
writer. Letters may be edited
for grammar, length and civility. No third party letters will
be published. The publication
of a Letter to the Editor does
not constitute an endorsement
of the writer’s comments by
The Prowers Journal or Robinson Printing, Inc. Due to
space consideration, Letters to
the Editor may be published
online, but not necessarily in
our Wednesday newsletter. Letters may be sent to The Prowers
Journal, 208 South Main Street,
Lamar, CO. 81052. We invite
your comments on our Facebook page.
Area School Activities

Lamar

Sept 23-27 - Homecoming Week
Sept 26 - Parkview Health Screenings
Middle School Picture Day
Sept 27 - Homecoming
Sept 30 – Middle School Health
Screenings
Oct 1 – Middle School Health
Screenings

Wiley

Sept 27 - Teacher Workday
Oct 1 – FFA Creed Speaking

McClave

Sept 26 - Yearbook Workshop
Sept 27 – Teacher Inservice
Sept 28 – FFA Community Clean Up
Sept 30 – Knowledge Bowl @ Swink

Holly

Sept 26 - Yearbook Conference at
Lamar
Sept 30 – Accountability Meeting
5:30pm
Elementary Care Cat Assembly 8am
Oct 1 – K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences
Oct 2 – ASVAB Test for Juniors
FCW 6pm

Triple A Detail

Professional
Auto Detailing

Adam Morales, Owner
207 E. North St.
Lamar, CO 81052

Oil Changes

Shop 719-688-1691
Adam 719-688-1517

Window Tinting
Much More!

tripleagutters@hotmail.com

Law Enforcement
Case#: 13L-08838 Officer: J Inman Date: Fri Sep 13 15:47:40 MDT 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Dale Corbin in the 600 blk. of W. Logan St. on an active arrest warrant out of Prowers
County. Dale is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $1,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08840 Officer: J Inman Date: Fri Sep 13 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 blk. of S. Main St. for a report of theft. The owner was advised the trailer was
impounded.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08855 Officer: Kenny Davis Date: 09/14/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer observed six dogs at the residence located at 302 W Olive St. Contact was made with
the responsible and they were advised they could house no more than three adult dogs.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08865 Officer: C Miller Date: Sat Sep 14 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer contacted Justin Orozco (23) of Lamar in the 1300 block of North Main St. Subject was taken into
custody on an active warrant.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08876 Officer: J. Sherrill Date: 09/15/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 600 block of N. Main St. for an unwanted party. The subject was arrested and transported to Prowers County Jail where she was held on a $350.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08886 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Sun Sep 15 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 200 Blk of S. 6th St. on report of an assault which had occurred. Matter is
under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08890 Officer: J Inman Date: Sun Sep 15 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers received a report of criminal trespass in the 1600 blk. of S. 11th St. The amount stolen is $346.88.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08896 Officer: J Inman Date: Sun Sep 15 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Casie Hawkins in the 200 blk. of N. 5th St. on an active felony arrest warrant out of Prowers
County. Hawkins is being held on $10,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08898 Officer: Pierce Date: Sun Sep 15 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded contacted a transient in the 300 block of East Olive for walking in traffic. Frederick King, 67,
was arrested on five active warrants out of Colorado. King is held at Prowers County Jail on $6000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-089803 Officer: J Inman Date: Sun Sep 15 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1800 blk. of S. 5th St. for shoplifting. Stephanie Barker was issued a summons for
theft at Alco.
——————————————————————————–
13P-2486 fingerprinting of public
15:00:04 09/16/13 D Ausbun
OHS
William Elam, age 78 of Lamar, was fingerprinted for sex offender registration.
——————————————————————————–
13P-2487 fingerprinting of public
15:52:12 09/16/13 D Ausbun
OHS
Lyndon Thomas Wagner, age 28 of Holly, was in for court ordered fingerprinting on charges of Forgery.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08929 Sgt. D Reid Date: Mon Sep 16 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of 7th and Oak Streets in regards to a disturbance in progress with reported
shots being fired. Officers found no evidence of gunshots, but did investigate a disturbance. The matter is
still under investigation.

Case#: 13L-08940 Officer: K Dewey Date: Mon Sep 16, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 blk of W Olive St on a report of assault. This matter is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–
13P-2498 Criminal Mischief
12:18:03 09/17/13 S Zordel
INA
Senior Deputy Zordel responded to a Vandalism of a water tower on Camp Amache. Suspect(s) spray painted
graffiti on the water tower.
——————————————————————————–
13P-2499 Litter/Pollution/Public Health 13:26:20 09/17/13 S Zordel
CCI
Senior Deputy Zordel took a report of a subject dumping at the South end of Camp Amache. A letter was
located in a trash bag there. Suspect was identified and contacted. A citation will be issued and the suspect was
given 24 hours to clean up the site.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-08964 Officer: Pierce Date: Tue Sep 17 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 300 block of South Main Street on a report of a suspicious incident. Officers found
unknown subjects removed trash from the trash can and scattered it in the alley way.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08967 Sgt. D Reid Date:Tue Sep 17 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block of Camino De Santa Fe in regards to reported shoplifting. Subsequent
investigation resulted in charges for Stephanie Barker of Lamar for Shoplifting.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-08976 Sgt. D Reid Date:Tue Sep 17 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to a disturbance in progress involving a subject exposing himself and then trying to assault
someone else. Officers completed the investigation and statements are needed to complete the case.
——————————————————————————–
13P-2504 Courthouse Security Incident 13:38:09 09/18/13 B Settles
OHS
Dep. Settles arrested Lee Scott Ebright,43 of Hasty at the Prowers County Courthouse on three warrants out
of Prowers County Court for Failure to Comply. Ebright is being held on no bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-2508 Traffic Violation
18:03:39 09/18/13 M Palacios CAA
Deputy Palacios contacted Jacob Crum in the 1100 blk of South Main Street for a traffic infraction. Crum was
arrested and charged for driving while his license is revoked and for failing to use his turn signal. Crum was
transported and is being held at the Prowers County on a $1000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-09001 Officer: Pierce Date: Wed Sep 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of 4th and Elm Street on a report of an out of control juvenile threatening to kill
themselves. Officers contacted the juvenile and transported them at the guardian’s request for evaluation.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-09003 Officer: J Inman Date: Wed Sep 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers received a report of burglary in the 300 blk. of S. 10th St. The total amount stolen is $655.00.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-09016 Officer: Pierce Date: Wed Sep 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Bradley Jeffryes, 55, of Lamar on an active warrant out of Prowers County. Jeffryes is held at
Prowers County Jail on $1000.00 Bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-09032 Officer: K Dewey Date: Wed Sep 18, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer was dispatched to the Parkview area on a report of a possible drunk driver. The 92 year old subject
was contacted. No alcohol was detected.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13l-09033 Officer: K Dewey Date: Wed Sep 18, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Stephanie Barker, 29, of Lamar, was arrested in the 500 blk of N 7th St on 3 active warrants. Barker was transported to the Prowers County Jail where she is being held on $2,500.00 cash only bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-2512 Courthouse Security Incident 11:27:46 09/19/13 B Settles
OHS
Deputy Settles arrested Dani Jo Ranson-Medina, 28 of Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse on a warrant
out of Prowers County District Court for Failure to Comply. Ranson-Medina is being held on no bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-09049 Officer: J Jenkins Date: Thu Sep 19, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 1400 block of East Olive Street for a report of found property. The officer collected five cellular phones for safekeeping.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-09063 Officer: R. Macias Date: Thu Sep 19 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were contacted in regards to an assault in the 1900 block of South 11th Street. Matter is under
investigation.
——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com

The Prowers Journal

Volume 3, Number 32

September 25, 2013

Letter to the Editor: Lamar Reliever Route
Dear Editor: Concerning the proposed Lamar Reliever Route, some
have claimed that a truck bypass would divert traffic from Main Street,
and hurt downtown businesses. This is a valid concern, and should be
taken seriously. I’m sure we can all agree that our long term economic
well-being is tied to the federal highways that link us to the population
centers on the Front Range, Texas, and the west and east coasts.
A recent study on the economic impact of highway bypasses on rural
communities by the Wisconsin Department of Transportation concluded
that the effects vary with the size of the town. Communities with populations fewer than 1,000 tend to suffer, while those larger than 1,000 tend
to benefit. Highway bypasses tend to increase total traffic when compared to pre-bypass totals. These effects would naturally result in more
potential commerce and revenue for our county, than would be possible
if we do not build the bypass. (By removing one thousand noisy, speeding 18-wheelers a day, we would also dramatically improve the downtown shopping experience.)
There are two major reasons why this matter cannot be further delayed. The first reason is, as CDOT’s Paul Westhoff explained, we have
a brief window of funding before the opportunity vanishes. The second
reason is that the state of New Mexico has beaten us to the punch, as far
as improving the Port to Plains Corridor. Within the last several years,
New Mexico completed upgrading highway 87 to four lanes throughout
their state. Given that the difference in distance between Amarillo and
Denver on highways 87 and 287 is negligible, we will most likely see the
north-south traffic through Lamar start to diminish over coming years.
We need to do everything we can to facilitate the development of
highways 287 and 50 into interstate-quality transportation corridors. We
do not want our highways to be relegated to mere emergency routes.
Only upgrading our highways to twenty-first century standards will ensure that we are able to compete for new distribution centers and manufacturing companies.
America’s High Plains are facing demographic decimation. New census data shows most of our counties are losing population to urban centers. This is not a death sentence. Some communities are looking at the
big picture, planning ahead, and adapting to the new economic realities.
We have a choice whether or not we will do the same. If we continue to
think small, we will only get smaller.
It would serve us well to remember the words of Mark Twain, “it ain’t
what you don’t know that kills you, it’s what you know for sure that just
ain’t so.”
Sincerely, Karl Nieschburg • 400 S. 2nd Street • Lamar, CO 81052

County Lodging Panel Funds October Events
Four events in the Prowers County community received either partial or full funding from the Prowers County Lodging Tax Panel during
their monthly meeting, Tuesday, September 17. The funds are used for
marketing and advertising future events in hope of drawing visitors to the
county from outlying areas.
Marge Creech represented the Holly Bluegrass Festival committee,
and had her request of $500 approved to advertise the second annual,
Rhythm and Ribs event, scheduled for October 19 at the Holly Fairgrounds. This has replaced the Grand Old Opry and proceeds are used
to defray expenses associated with the free bluegrass concert held in Holly
each summer. She said a band has been hired for the event which will
feature a baby back rib dinner costing $15 for a half rack of ribs.
Kelly Emick, history professor at Lamar Community College, detailed the biannual Frontier History Encampment set for October 4 and
5 at the LCC campus. Emick said 1,000 visitors viewed the 2011 display which chronicles about a century of life on the High Plains, using
re-enactors to represent various time segments between 1800 and 1890.
She said the growth in visitors since the original Encampment in 2005
has been attributed to schools setting Fridays as a field day visit. Emick
said schools from as far away as Burlington will make the trip to Lamar
this year. She was granted $1,700 for advertising in local and regional
publications.
Gerry Jenkins, of Voces Unidas, received $250 to help advertise the
organization’s annual banquet and meeting which is scheduled for October 12 this year. The annual meeting is held at the Lamar Eagles Lodge
which combines a buffet dinner, awards ceremony and featured speaker.

Proceeds from annual Voces Unidas events help fund their student scholarships program.
The request from artist Jeremy Cooper, representing the Southeast
Colorado Arts Council, was tabled pending clarification on what the
Panel can fund. The Council is requesting $998 to help defray the costs
of constructing the mural which has been erected at Bicentennial Park.
The Panel by-laws stipulate that Panel funds should be used to pay for
marketing and advertising events to attract visitors to Prowers County,
hopefully for an overnight stay. Capital purchases may be made when the
items are to be used at the Lamar Welcome Center for tourism purposes.
The mural was initiated through a $1,000 grant from Creative Colorado,
to develop artwork in time for the Pedal the Plains event being held in
southeast Colorado September 20-22. Donations are being sought by
the Council to pay the balance of materials used in the mural.
The Panel received $26,945 from the State of Colorado in August.
Periodic payments are made to the county and Panel based on a 2% lodging tax assessed for each motel room rented in Prowers County through
the year. The YTD balance for the Panel is $50,534.56. Organizations
or individuals in Prowers County are urged to develop tourist based
events or attractions which will bring visitors to the county, hopefully for
one or several overnight stays. Additional information on event funding
is available at the PCDI offices at 719-336-2384. By Russ Baldwin

New PCDI Executive Director Begins Duties,
Board Reviews 2014 Budget
PCDI board members discussed plans for the approaching New Year
during their regular monthly meeting, Tuesday, September 24. Members
also officially welcomed Lance Benninghoff, as the new Prowers County Development Incorporated executive director in his first full board meeting.
Some of the plans discussed included improving the drainage situation for the portion of the Washington Street property which abuts the
Lamar Canal. A portion of the parking area is prone to flooding during
heavy rains and a pump will be installed by the city later this fall to provide a drier area. Board member, Joe Marble, said the county could also
help on the project if needed. The board reviewed the proposed 2014
budget and set a date for a work session to highlight areas of concern.
One item earmarked for discussion are the fees paid to the county for
administration of various payroll expenses.
Although no date was set for a second PCDI golf tournament and
a business seminar, members felt they had made a good start and would
work to bring new participants to the seminar next year. “The seminars
provided a value to the community,” offered board president, Marsha
Willhite. Lawrence Brase said the board will have more time next year to
meet individually with businesses in the county and offer an invitation to
them to attend either the seminar or both the tournament and the business sessions. John Marrin, Lamar Community College President, said
the college would lend support to next year’s seminars and suggested that
students taking business classes from area high schools could also play a
role in the seminars.
The cost of a new laptop computer was discussed. One Dell model
retails for $900 and is equipped with numerous business oriented software features, plus it carries a lifetime antivirus package. It was found
that this price is only a few dollars off what would be available through a
purchase using county or city suppliers. Director Benninghoff said he’d
look at some other options, but was authorized by the board to purchase
a unit up to and not to exceed the $900 price. Benninghoff asked if he
could attend an upcoming CEDC, Colorado Economic Development
Council meeting scheduled for the near future in Denver. Former director, Lisa Nolder, had belonged to the council. Benninghoff said he was
also invited to join the local Rotary group as well the Lamar Chamber
Honkers. He did not commit to either, but said he would make sure his
time was properly allocated between work and social organizations. He
added that he intends to focus on some agricultural aspects of business
and job development in the county and would begin an outreach program for future community partner memberships. The board also discussed having Benninghoff serve in the seat on Lamar Partnerships Incorporated, left vacant with the resignation of Lisa Nolder. The next PCDI
board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 29. By Russ Baldwin

Recycle Ink Cartridges

Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.  The Lamar Eagles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining & Atmosphere

COW
PALACE
INN
ne Stand

Shoe Shi n !!!
NOW OPEN
y

Monda
Noon-8:00pm

$1.00

OFF

1301 N. Main St. • Lamar, CO • 719.336.7753
Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
in the Lounge for all Sports Events

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

Breakfast: 6am - 10am 7 days a week
Lunch:
11am - 2 pm 7 days a week
Dinner:
5pm - 9pm 7 days a week

mous
World Fa Buffet
Mexican riday
Every F :00
5:00 -9

Shoe Shine
Service with
Coupon

Best Steaks & Burgers
Expires 9/30/13
in Southeast Colorado!
Enjoy Our Espresso
resso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Mon.-Sat.
Mon Sat 6am til 9pm & Sun
Sun. Noon
N
til 9pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn
Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties

Contact:
SHELLANN McDONALD
(719) 688-6016
wearewrapcrazy.myitworks.com

