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Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

www.cruikshankrealty.com

FARM & RANCH
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

719.336.7802
Gene Cruikshank, Broker

LAMAR
109 W. Lee Ave., Ste. 16

Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-8292

HOLLY
127 S. Main St.
Holly, CO 81047
(719) 537-6100

SPRINGFIELD
27925 US Hwy 287

Springfield, CO 81073
(719) 523-1892

Farm/Ranch   -    Homeowners    -   Commercial   -    Bonds
Boat    -   Event    -   Specialty Types    -   Multi Peril Crop

www.frontierbankco.com
FRONTIER BANK

KELLI HESS, Loan Officer
* We’re your Hometown Mortgage Lender
* Borrow here * Pay here * Local decisions
* Local Servicing * Great Rates

Phone:  719-336-4351
Fax:        719-336-4352

200 South Main Street
P.O. Box 988

Lamar, Colorado  81052

NMLS528603

www.valleynationallamar.com

(719) 336-4381

Use our New GNB Mobile App
MOBILE BANKING
Easy & Secure

Use our New GNB Mobile App

Patio Pools & Hot TubsPatio Pools & Hot Tubs

Maintenance  •  Chemicals  • Accessories
Full Pool & Hot Tub Installations

Mark MenzMark Menz

719.242.7970

Serving Southeast ColoradoServing Southeast Colorado

REHABILITATION AND SKILLED CARE 
AT LAMAR

205 South 10th Street, Lamar, CO 81052
719 .336 .3434

www.junipercommunities.com

Physical Therapy Occupational Therapy Speech Therapy

Council Approves Beer Garden Events, 
LPD-LFD-EMT Staff Praised

The Lamar City Council held a pair of public hearings on special event permits for 
the Lamar Chamber of Commerce during its August 12 meeting.  Both were approved.  
The permits allow for a beer garden on Saturday, September 20 for the Pedal the Plains 
bike event coming to town for an overnight visit.  The beer garden will run from Noon 
to 10pm.  The other permit approved allowed another beer garden to be held for the 
traditional observance of Oktoberfest on October 5 and the event will be run from 11am 
to 10pm. 

A lease agreement between the city and SBA Structures, LLC was approved by the 
council.  The tower site has been rented by SBA since 2000, and the new contract extends 
the agreement for 10 successive terms of five years each at a fee of $700 per month.  Under 
the amended contract, the rent is automatically increased 10% at the start of each five year 
term.  The land is on County Road DD8. 

City Administrator John Sutherland got a nod from council members for a two year 
agreement at $250 per month,  with a website known as Socialmentum, doing business as 
MindMixer.  Sutherland said the recent positive response on the city’s website regarding 
citizen’s viewpoints on the proposed by-pass generated a significant number of responses.  
In light of the online turnout, the administrator said this additional avenue, along with 
first Wednesday, monthly breakfast meetings with the council, can help increase citizen 
participation on relevant issues. 

The city council approved an additional ordinance prohibiting the use of marijuana 
within the city limits.  The ordinance serves to block another feature in the passage of 
Amendment 64 regarding recreational use of marijuana in Colorado.  The ordinance 
prohibits various marijuana ‘social’ clubs which has had users congregating on private 
property to ingest recreational marijuana.  Marijuana storage facilities, medical centers 
and dispensaries are also covered under the ordinance.  

Numerous commendations were presented to members of the Lamar Police and Fire 
Departments for their professionalism and dedication regarding several past events.  Police 
Chief Gary McCrea highlighted the efforts of Officer Ray Macias and others for their 
work in apprehending two individuals who robbed the McClave State Bank this past 
June.  Call Center employees, Ryan Cook and Heather Burkhart received medals for their 
service during events that led to the robber’s capture.  EMT’s and members of the Lamar 
Fire Department were recognized by Fire Chief Marshall Cook for having saved the life 
of Lamar resident Bill Elam who went into cardiac arrest during Flag Day ceremonies this 
past June.

Two persons were approved to continue to serve on the VALE Board.  Patsy Colclazier 
and Rose Ann Yates were reappointed to a three year term each, ending August 1, 2016.

A public hearing has been scheduled for Monday, August 26,  by the council regard-
ing a request for the final plat of the Viaero-Hartshorn Subdivision.

The council set aside September 19th as a tentative date to meet and discuss is-
sues of shared budget concerns for 2014 with the Prowers County Commissioners. 
By Russ Baldwin

Playground Results In… Volunteers NEEDED!!
After counting the more than 400 votes, the results are in and design #3 (view on-

line at theprowersjournal.com) won with 279 votes.  Lamar was chosen by the Colorado 
Health Foundation as a recipient of a grant and along with Kaboom and the citizens of 
Lamar dreamt up 3 different play areas.  This playground is going to be located at the 
North Side Park and is going to be built by community volunteers on September 14.  
This playground is going to be built in roughly 6 hours so 250 community volunteers are 
needed to erect this beautiful new play area.  If you are interested in helping build this 
playground you can contact Matt Neuhold 719-336-2774 or matt.neuhold@ci.lamar.
co.us, Emily Nieschbug 719-688-1265 emily.nieschburg@highplainschc.net. A special 
thanks goes out to the Colorado Health Foundation, LiveWell Prowers County, Kaboom, 
and the City of Lamar for making this possible.

Interviews Begin for New PCDI Executive Director
The regular monthly meeting of the Prowers County Development Incorporated 

board of directors will focus on interviews with candidates for the executive director posi-
tion.  The executive session meeting, set for Tuesday, August 27, will not have an agenda, 
as the directors will privately discuss the director position with four candidates, three of 
whom are from Lamar.  The fourth is from outside the region.  A hypothetical exam per-
taining to industry development and business negotiations was taken by all the candidates 
and their responses are also expected to be discussed. 

These finalists have been pared from nine initial applications following meetings in 
July and earlier in August.  No specific date was set from the interview process, to hire a 
replacement for former executive director, Lisa Nolder, who resigned her position from 
PCDI after four years on May 31.

The PCDI directors have also been involved with a new facet for a fund-raising golf 
tournament, incorporating a business seminar into a two day event, set for Friday and 
Saturday, September 6 and 7 at the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn and Spreading Antlers Golf 
Course.  The seminar is open to the public for a $25 fee and will highlight business own-
ership plans, hosted by Bill Dutro, Director of the Small Business Development Center 
for southeast Colorado.  Bryan Herrera, the new owner of The Home Store on East Olive 
Street in Lamar, will discuss the challenges of purchasing an existing business and Rick 
Robbins of Colorado Mills will outline the five personalities of a business and how they 
can be put to work to make a business successful.  Reservations are suggested, but walk-ins 
will be accepted for the seminar set for 2pm-4pm on Friday. 

Saturday will feature the four person scramble golf tournament at Spreading Antlers, 
beginning with a shotgun start at 8:30 that morning.  Each team will receive two free 
business seminar passes and a team lunch will be served at the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn 
following the tournament.  Business seminar and team registration information is avail-
able at PCDI at 719-336-2384 or pcdi@procolorado.org. By Russ Baldwin

Visit Us @ theprowersjournal.com or Call 336-9095
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Brenna Barrow, Licensed Health Insurance Specialist
(719) 336-5550 Offi ce
brennabarrow@core-fi nancial.net
202 South 5th Street, Lamar, CO 81052

Health Care Reform Checklist
 � Call Brenna @ Core Financial.
 � Schedule a time to meet.
 � Take a deep breath!

OPEN ENROLLMENT OCTOBER 1ST
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Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 

online at 
www.theprowers

journal.com

Get the latest 
local news 
everyday! Tank & Tummy

SOS Senior Center
Safeway

Corner Wine & Liquor
Burger King

Valley National Bank
HoHolly Town Depot

Green Garden Restaurant

And each Wednesday at 
these local businesses:

The Prowers Journal
Get your FREE copy of 

Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 

online at 
www.theprowers

journal.com

And everyday!
Frontier Bank

The Viaero Store
Perfect Ten
Pizza Hut

Holiday Inn Express
ALCO

LLCC Wellness Center
Granada City Complex

Each Wednesday from 
these local businesses: 

The Prowers Journal

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-6767

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-3179

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
215 Maple Avenue  Las Animas CO

(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS:  7:00 – 8:30 AM

EVENINGS:  5:00 – 8:00 PM

SATURDAYS:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
719.456.1339

719-316-1101 • PO Box 104 • 408 N. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO 81067

303-866-4875 • larry.crowder.senate@state.co.us

303-866-2398 • tim.dore.house@state.co.us

719-542-7550 • 129 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

719-542-1701 • 107 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

303-866-4877 • kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us

303-866-6360 • 303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net

Follow Us on Twitter @prowersjournal
Your alternative FREE local news source!

theprowersjournal.com

Call 719-336-9095 or visit www.theprowersjournal.com

Obituaries
Marie R. Wallace - 1928 – August 12, 2013 - A Memorial Mass for longtime Lamar 
resident, Marie R. Wallace affectionately known to her family as “ReeRee” will be held 
at 10:00am on Friday, August 23, 2013 at the St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guada-
lupe Catholic Church with Reverend Charlie Sena officiating. A rosary service will be 
held prior to the Mass at 9:30am at the church with Deacon Allan Medina reciting.  Per 
Marie’s request cremation has taken place. Services are under the direction of the Peacock 
Family.  For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Mable R. Walls - January 27, 1926 – August 14, 2013 - A celebration of life for long-
time Lamar resident, Mable R. Walls will be held at 11:00am on Thursday August 22, 
2013 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Randy Walls officiating.  Interment will be held 
on Friday, August 23, 2013 at 11:00am (CST) at the Elkhart Cemetery in Elkhart, Kan-
sas.  Visitation for Mable will be held on Thursday, August 22, 2013 from 9:00am until 
service time at 11:00am at the Peacock Funeral Home.  For additional information and 
online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Dinner, Auction and Dancing to Benefit
Lamar Area Hospice

Hospice Barn Dance 2013 will take place on SATURDAY, AUGUST 24th from 6:00 
P.M. to midnight at the Lamar Aerie Lodge, 1220 South Main, Lamar, Colorado.

Please come out and support your Lamar Area Hospice beginning with a BBQ steak 
dinner by Mike Marinac Catering, $40.00 per person.

There will be a silent auction and live auction by Rob Morlan of M & M Auctioneers 
with many auction items to include Club House Tickets for four to the Rockies 2014 
Season, Bronco tickets for the 2014 Season and Nugget tickets for the 2013 Season and 
a hat by Palm Beach Hat Designer Carol Carr.  There will be many other auction items 
donated by Lamar and Holly downtown merchants.

The auction will be followed by live country music by the Jeffrey Allen Band, regular 
headliner at the Grizzly Rose with two drink tickets provided by the Eagles.  No one under 
21 years of age will be admitted.

The Lamar Aerie Lodge has recently added an outdoor facility so please join us for a 
fantastic evening.

In 2012 the Lamar Hospice Fundraising Committee presented Lamar Area Hospice a 
check for $21,500.00 from the proceeds from the Angel Open Golf Tournament and this 
Hospice fundraiser.

The mission of Lamar Area Hospice Association is to provide physical, emotional and 
spiritual care in the final phases of life, comfort the grieving and educate the community 
about end of life care. They can be contacted at 719-336-2100.

For more information, contact Rose Ann Yates at 719-940-7424 or Denise Carder at 
719-688-7987.

Colorado Employment Situation July 2013
According to the survey of households, the unemployment rate increased one tenth 

of a percentage point to 7.1 percent. The number of people participating in the labor 
force decreased 6,500 over the month and the number of people reporting themselves as 
employed decreased 7,100. The larger decline in total employment than in the labor force 
caused the number of unemployed to increase 600 and the unemployment rate to increase 
to 7.1 percent. The national unemployment rate decreased to 7.4 percent. 

Over the year, the average workweek for all employees on private nonfarm payrolls 
decreased from 35.6 to 34.6 hours and average hourly earnings increased from $24.72 to 
$25.55. 

The largest over the month private sector job gains were in leisure and hospitality, 
trade, transportation and utilities, construction, and other services. The largest over the 
month decline was in government. 

Over the year, nonfarm payroll jobs increased 63,400. Private sector payroll jobs in-
creased 60,800 and government increased 2,600. The largest private sector job gains were 
in leisure and hospitality, professional and business services, and construction. The largest 
over the year decline was in financial activities. 

Over the year, the unemployment rate declined one percentage point from 8.1 per-
cent in July 2012. The number of Coloradans participating in the labor force increased 
30,400, total employment increased 56,500 and the number of unemployed decreased 
26,100. The national unemployment rate declined from 8.2 percent in July 2012 to 7.4 
percent in July 2013. 
The following are unemployment percentages for the counties in southeast Colorado: 
                             July 2013      Unemp         June 2013    July 2012         Unemp 
Baca 3.7 85 4.2 4.1 103
Bent 8.6 184 8.7 8.2 198
Kiowa 3.9 35 4.4 4.0 41
Kit Carson 4.2 191 4.5 4.7 222
Las Animas 10.5 813 11.2 10.9 864
Crowley 9.2 152 9.4 10.6 183
Otero 9.3 834 10.6 9.9 916
Prowers 6.0 396 6.6 7.2 501

Upcoming Events
Saturday, August 24 - Annual Hospice Barn Dance at Lamar Eagles at 6pm.
Monday, August 26 - Lamar City Council at 7pm.
Tuesday, August 27 - PCDI Board Meeting, 7:30am, Cow Palace Inn • Prowers Coun-
ty Commissioners at 8:30am.
Wednesday, August 28 - Prowers Medical Center Board Meeting at 6pm.

Lamar Sales Tax Grows for Another Month
The City of Lamar sales tax revenue for June 2013 showed a marked increase of 

almost 18% for a gain of $50,929.15 over the same month last year.   Revenue tax-
es for June 2013 amounted to $334,024.  Total sales and Use Tax collections were up 
11%, a difference of $34,508.05 over the same month last year, bringing the total to 
$348,100.86.  The monthly increase helped account for the 3.79% Year to Date gain in 
Total Sales tax collections, up $76,208.21 for the period which amounts to collections 
YTD of $2,089,017.54. 

Comparisons between year to date sales tax revenues for the 12 Retail Trade categories 
were fairly static, comparing 2012 to 2013 tallies. 
                                          2011                  2012                 2013
Auto Parts 78,025 87,370 80,393
Building Materials 54,340 65,504 61,674
Clothing 19,111 20,329 20,537
C Stores & Gas 58,823 59,916 59,265
Dept Stores 631,334 655,820 656,689
Furniture & Elec 17,017 15,672 14,744
Grocery Stores 171,617 160,752 156,589
Motels 66,351 86,737 87,924
Liquor Sales 55,635 64,272 63,104
Manufacturing 5,108 7,784 30,942
Restaurants 186,604 196,989 195,952
Other Retail 28,421 28,483 30,129



Step Aerobics at the  
Community Building

If you’re looking to improve en-
durance and flexibility or increase 
your cardiovascular health, come 
join Mary Minor for Step Aerobics 
at the Lamar Community Build-
ing.  Classes are held on Monday 
and Wednesday nights from 6:00-
7:00pm.  Cost of the class is the 
daily visit fee, punch card, or an-
nual pass. 

Senior Center Hours
The Lamar Community Re-
source and Senior Center hours 
of operation are:  Monday – Fri-
day from 8am to 5pm; Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 
6pm to 9pm and the Saturday 
night dance is from 7pm to 
10pm.  Call 719-336-4072 for 
information.

Big Timbers Museum 
New Hours of Operation 
Winter Hours: – Sept 1 to May 31
Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31
Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, 

and County Holidays

Residential Direct Care Staff
Southeastern Developmental Services is now hiring Res-
idential Direct Care Staff. You must be compassionate, 
patient and have an interest in working with people who 
have a developmental disability. Requirements include a 
clean driving record and background check. We will pro-
vide all training. Please apply in person at 1111 South 
4th in Lamar. E.O.E.

Real Estate
For Rent
2 bedroom apartment – refrigerator, stove, & A/C – No 
Pets – $350/month. Call 719-688-8782

House for Rent
3 bedroom, 1.5 bath. Fenced back yard with grass.  Lots 
of cabinets, nice closets with storage. Call 688-1392

Investment Property
Investment Property in Lamar, CO: Two stick-built 
houses & one mobile home, $53,000. Will consider 
owner financing for right buyer – 719-940-0010.

For Rent
3 bedroom house available Sept. 1st.  Large fenced yard, 
w/d hookups and storage shed.  Pets ok with additional 
deposit.  Section 8 approved. Shown by appointment.  
Call 688-4238.

Misc.
Correction
Correction for Public Notice for  C & C Storage
D-2 10’x15’ Unit, belonging to Samantha Arguello had 
paid her storage fee prior to the  Public Notice dated 
August 7, 2013.
Touch of Class-West
Custom Picture Frames including mats and glass, West-
ern tack, chaps and saddles. We also do heavy duty leath-
er repair, plaques for awards, knick-knacks and we have a 
nice selection of collectibles – We are at 8319 CR LL, on 
the road to Alta Vista School or call 719-336-9476

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - August 21, 2013

Help Wanted
Maintenance Worker
Under supervision, performs a variety of unskilled and 
semi-skilled manual labor in the construction and main-
tenance of streets, water and sewer lines, parks, build-
ings, and other municipal facilities; drives truck and op-
erates light equipment; assists higher skilled craftsmen 
as a trainee; may occasionally serve as lead worker over 
seasonal workers.  Work tends to be routine and subject 
to close supervision. Applications and job descriptions 
may be picked-up at the Human Resources Office, City 
Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO 81052-3299.  
Applications must be submitted to the Human Resourc-
es Office, at the above address, by 4:00 pm August 23, 
2013.  Contingent upon job offer, the successful appli-
cant will be required to take a pre-employment physical 
and a drug test and also provide a current motor vehicle 
record. E.O.E.

Emergency Clinician
Due to the expansion of our Emergency Services Team, 
Southeast Health Group is accepting applications for the 
following full-time benefit-eligible position: Emergency 
Clinician. Requirements: Master’s degree; valid driver’s 
license; negative drug test; and approved background 
check. Rotating schedule will include some night, week-
end and holiday work. Salary- $38,000, to increase to 
$40,000 at 12 months service; impressive benefit pack-
age. Applications accepted at www.southeasthealthgroup.
org. For more information, contact Jeannie at 383.5428 
or jlarsen@semhs.org. EOE

Prowers Journal
TheProwers County

Seeking Members for 
Board Positions

The Prowers County Board of 
County Commissioners is accepting 
letters of interest from persons who 
reside within the Bristol-Granada 
Cemetery District to fill one (1) po-
sition on the Bristol-Granada Cem-
etery District Board for a two (2) year 
term. Appointed members serve as 
volunteers.

The letters of interest should 
be addressed to the Prowers Coun-
ty Board of County Commission-
ers, 301 South Main Street, Suite 
215, Lamar, CO 81052 and may 
also be faxed to (719) 336-2255 
or e-mailed to ctyadmin@prow-
erscounty.net. Letters must be re-
ceived by 5:00 p.m. on August 22, 
2013.

The Prowers County Board of 
County Commissioners is accepting 
letters of interest from persons who 
are residents of Prowers County and 
who either own or lease property 
in the Deadman Drainage District 
to fill one (1) position for a two (2) 
year term on the Deadman Drainage 
District Board. Appointed members 
serve as volunteers.

The letters of interest should 
be addressed to the Prowers County 
Board of County Commissioners, 301 
South Main Street, Suite 215, Lamar, 
CO 81052 and may also be faxed to 
(719) 336-2255 or e-mailed to ctyad-
min@prowerscounty.net. Letters must 
be received by 5:00 p.m. on August 
22, 2013.
Contact: Jo Dorenkamp
Prowers County Administrator
301 S. Main Street, #215
Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-8030
ctyadmin@prowerscounty.net

2nd Annual Tri-State 
9/11 Remembrance
A Tribute to all First Responders, 

Dispatchers and Armed Forces, past 
and Present. Lamar is hosting a spe-
cial day of events to thank all those 
who do such amazing work as First 
Responders and Armed Forces, past 
and present. 

Some of the events include: Pa-
rade down Main Street at 10:00 
a.m. • Festivities all day at Prowers 
County Fairgrounds • BBQ at noon 
at the Fairgrounds - free to all First 
Responders and Armed Forces, past 
and Present. Only $5 per plate for 
all others. • Green Chile Cook-Off - 
judging at 3:00 p.m. Vendor booths 
and information displays • Formal 
Tribute Ceremony at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Fairgrounds Arena honoring all 
First Responders, Armed Forces, past 
and present and their families.

Join us for a full day of fun and 
patriotic pride for the whole family.

If your group would like to par-
ticipate, please call Doug Har-
bour at 719-691-0959, email at 
tristate9.11tribute@gmail.com or on 
Facebook.
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Expenses for July came to $160,453.56 with revenues at $36,193.08 for the month.

Honkers Visit Twice Loved Vintage
The unique gift store, Twice Loved Vintage, at 4701 County Road HH in Lamar was high-

lighted by a visit from the 
Lamar Chamber of Com-
merce, Honkers.  The store is 
unique in itself as it’s a refur-
bished camper, transformed 
into a gift shop, located on 
the Peterson property.

Twice Loved Vintage is 
open every Saturday between 
10am and 2pm, or anytime 
by appointment. Contact 
Lori Peterson at 688-7889 
for a showing of some one-
of-a-kind gift ideas.

Lori added, “We special-
ize in vintage, repurposed 
and new items for babies, 
girls, women and the home.  
We also do custom crosses, 
weddings and redecorating.” 

You can find Lori’s unique gift items at these locations on the internet: www.etsy.
comshop/2LovedVintage, www.twicelovedvintage.com and www.facebook.com/TwiceLovedVintage

Pictured Left to Right: Axel Thurner, Denise Carder, Lori Peterson and Vincent Gearhart. 
Photo by Russ Baldwin

Lodging Panel Sets 2014 Budget, Approves New Board Member 
The Prowers Lodging Tax Panel added Vincent Gearhart to their board member roster during 

the monthly meeting, August 20.  Gearhart is filling a vacant position and the term will expire in 
December 2014.  Board members also approved the annual budget for 2014, which is a close parallel 
to 2013.  Funding is set at $82,968 and the monies are derived from the 2% lodging tax on all motels 
in Prowers County.

The Panel distributed some funding for upcoming events for the fall season.  The board approved 
a $1,000 request from Ron Cook to help advertise the October 5 Toys for Tots motorcycle and car 
show for Lamar.  A poker run and various motorcycle games for enthusiasts are held during the Okto-
berfest and all proceeds are used by the Toys for Tots group serving Prowers County.  Fred Sherwood, 
representing the LCC rodeo group, requested and received $7,200 for advertising expenses for the 
event which will be held October 4-6 in Lamar.  Traditionally, almost 400 students from Wyoming 
and Colorado compete in the annual contest, which may see as many as 100 motel rooms being used 
by contestants and judges.  Funds to host visitors from the Burlington Welcome Center, not to exceed 
$2,000 were also approved by the board.  The funding request was made by Judy Douglass, direc-
tor of the Lamar Welcome Center.  The Burlington group is touring southeast Colorado, compiling 
tourist based information on the region.  The Lamar Welcome Center has hosted various state centers 
through past years.  The board tabled a decision on the type and size of tourist based information to 
be attached to the rear sides of two kiosks that were erected recently in Granada by the Canyons and 
Plains tourist organization.  The decision was made to let the Granada Trustees discuss and have the 
first option of choice with Canyons and Plains representatives.

The payment of lodging tax funds from the state to the county was also discussed in a continuing 
process of determining how the quarterly funds are allocated.  Alamosa’s tourist panel, as well as some 
other communities has expressed their concerns over the current practice and the Prowers Panel has 
been discussing the best options of expressing their concerns to the state legislature.  It was felt that a 
more united front from other Colorado groups could make more of an impact in Denver.

The next meeting for the Prowers Lodging Tax Panel is September 17 at 4pm at the PCDI office 
in the Cow Palace Inn. By Russ Baldwin

New Physician Group Begins Staffing Prowers Medical Center 
Emergency Department

 Great patient care and operating efficiency are top-of-mind as Prowers Medical Center 
(PMC) begins its new partnership with Emergency Staffing Solutions the 1st of September. 
Emergency Staffing Solutions (ESS) will staff and manage physicians in the emergency depart-
ment at PMC.
 ESS physicians have available 24-hour access to resources including staff training, tools, regional 
and national clinical support. This degree of care and resources are generally found only in larger, more 
metropolitan facilities. One or more physicians are on premises 24/7, 365 days of the year.
 “ESS is working closely with Prowers Medical Center staff to establish a strong working 
relationship in order to provide the best patient care possible. The patient’s emergency room ex-
perience is our top priority”, ESS COO, Shonda Rupe. “We’re very excited to have the privilege 
of serving Prowers County and the surrounding communities.”
 “With this new alliance, we anticipate being able to enhance our existing focus on the over-
all quality of care our patients receive. Additionally, new operational and clinical protocols are 
expected to yield time and financial efficiencies.” Craig Loveless, Prowers Medical Center CEO.
 ESS is aligned with the primary goal of a patient’s total wellbeing, and shares Prowers Medi-
cal Center’s desire to serve the community as a healthcare leader. A person’s overall health is es-
sential to quality of life and this will remain one of the primary goals of PMC.
 Emergency Staffing Solutions, founded 2001 in Texas, focuses on rural and suburban areas 
and has a strong network of over 1,000 physicians. They manage EDs and Hospitalist programs 
for over 50 facilities nationwide.
 For more information on Prowers Medical Center, call (719) 336-5147 or visit www.prow-
ersmedical.com. 
 

Prowers County Sheriff Report, July 2013
Three hundred-sixteen calls for service were made to the Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office 

this past July.  Lamar made 157, followed by 97 from the County and 20 from Holly.  Lamar 
had 68 jail related calls and 14 for warrant arrests, plus four traffic situations and two fraud cases.  
The County reported 14 animal related problems, 13 calls for traffic accidents and problems and 
three for theft.  Of the 20 calls for service in Holly, there were two thefts, two traffic problems, 
four criminal mischief reports and two animal problems.   
 The Sheriff ’s Office had nine cases assigned for investigations and 17 cases were cleared 
which resulted in 13 of those cases warranting charges being filed.  Fourteen investigations are 
still active.  Five criminal summonses were issued, along with 10 for traffic citations.   
 Year to Date, 910 inmates have been booked at the County Jail and of those 100 were booked 
this past July, compared to 116 in 2012.  Sixty-nine men and 31 women were booked to date for 
July, compared to 93 and 23 for 2012, comparatively.  Seven inmates were reported to ICE im-
migration authorities and the average number of inmates held daily for July came to 45.  The daily 
average for persons entering the County Courthouse was 307 for a monthly total of 6,757.  Four 
arrests were made on persons who had warrants and were served at the courthouse. 
 While assisting a Parole Officer performing a home visit on a parolee, Senior Deputy Zordel 
arrested Eric Montoya, 34, of Lamar on two counts of possession of a controlled substance.  Also 
arrested was Joseph Armijo, 36, of Lamar, on one count of possession of a control substance.  
Both were held at the Prowers County Jail on $4,000 bond.  Detective T. Weisenhorn and Posse 
Deputy Reamy arrested Armando Hernandez, 34, of Lamar, when he was observed by detention 
deputies with methamphetamine and other contraband inside the visitation area of the Prowers 
County Jail facility when attempting to visit an inmate.  Hernandez was arrested and held on 
$20,000 bond.  As a result of an investigation after a previous arrest for drug possession, Detec-
tive Weisenhorn arrested Casie Marie Hawkins, 26 and Joseph Thomas Gazotti, 23, both of 
Lamar on warrants for charges of distribution of methamphetamines and other drugs after a large 
amount of meth was found in their property.  Both were held on $50,000 bond. 
 Cost of meals for July was $10,674.71 and inmate medical expenses totaled $1,090.10.  
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Birth Announcements
Tina and Tye Arbrogast of Lamar are proud to an-

nounce the birth of their son, Tyler Grant Arbogast.  
Tyler was born at 2:53 pm on August 12, 2013.  He 
weighed 9.4 lb and measured 20 inches long.  He will 
join his new siblings Rease, Lexye and Max.  Grandpar-
ents Lana Arbogast and Nana and Papa Love are excited 
for the new arrival as well. Congratulations to Tina and 
Tye on your new baby boy! 

Joanna Samora and Erick Contreras of Holly are 
proud to announce the birth of their daughter, Sofia 
Contreras.  Sofia was born at 2:36am on August 15, 
2013.  She weighed 7 lb 10 oz and measured 20 inches 
in length.  Sofia will join her brother Erick Manuel Con-
treras.  Her grandparents Adriana and Ricardo Samora, 
and Juany and Mario Contreras are excited to have a new 
granddaughter.  Congratulations to Joanna and Erick on 
your new arrival!

Lynette and Jasper Church of Pueblo are the proud 
new parents of a baby boy. Juacquin Fernando Quitana 
was born at 12:10pm on August 15, 2013. He weighed 8 
lb 9 oz and measured 20.5 inches long. He is welcomed 
by siblings Lueciano, Aaliyah and Saqoyah along with 
grandparent Von Felter of Springfield. Congratulations 
to Lynette and Jasper on your new arrival!
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Yard Sales
Yard Sale
102 South 7th Street, Lamar – Saturday, August 24 
starting at 7:30am – Tools, antiques, collectibles, knick 
knacks, table & chairs, furniture, computer, tack, boots, 
ammo, old train set, fans, S & P shakers, lamps, mirrors, 
and old pop bottles & cases.

Yard Sale
710 South 9th Street, Lamar – Saturday, August 24 start-
ing at 7:30am – Ladies lrg size winter jackets, dolls, yarn, 
books, knick knacks.

Voces Unidas Yard Sale
Shore Arts Center (115 South Main), Lamar – Saturday, 
August 24, 2013, starting at 7:00am - All proceeds go 
to the Voces Unidas scholarship fund and donations are 
welcome. Call 719-931-0137 to drop off donations or to 
make a contribution to our scholarship fund.

Yard Sale
501 West Oak Street, Lamar - Saturday, August 24 
from 8am to ?? - Tools, welders, children’s toys and cloth-
ing & much more!

Free Prostate Cancer 
Screening

The Prowers Medical Group will be 
offering a free prostate cancer screen-
ing walk-in clinic on September 6 
and September 13 from 7:00am to 
3:00pm.  The clinic will be located 
in the Outpatient Specialty Clinic lo-
cated at 301 Kendall Drive in Lamar.  
No appointment necessary! Screen-
ings and early detection are critical in 
detecting prostate cancer.  For more 
information, call 719-336-6790.

Lamar Area Hospice Benefit
On Saturday, August 24, from 6pm 
to midnight, the Lamar Eagles Aerie 
Lodge will be hosting a benefit for 
the Lamar Area Hospice that will 
include dinner, dancing and an auc-
tion.  This evening of entertainment 
is $40 per person and includes BBQ 
steaks by Mike Marinac Catering, 
LIVE country music by The Jeffrey 
Allen Band, and two drink tickets.  
For more information, please call 
Rose Ann Yates at 719-336-2185 or 
Denise Carder at 719-688-7987.

Appreciation Dinner
The Annual Meeting/FREE Ap-
preciation Dinner for the North-
east Prowers Conservation District 
will be held Thursday, August 29 at 
6pm at the Granada Coummunity 
Center. There will be door prizes 
and an informative SOIL HEALTH 
presentation entitled “Unlock the 
Secrets of the Soil” Please RSVP 
by August 22 to: 719-537-6506 or 
nepcd@hotmail.com or stop by the 
office at 209 S. Main in Holly.

Comedy Night
at the Eagles

The Lamar Chamber of Com-
merce Honkers, Two for the Road 
Entertainment and the Lamar 
Eagles are hosting another night of 
comedy at the Lamar Eagles Aerie 
in Lamar, CO on September 6. It 
will start with a Grilled Chicken 
Breast Salad meal prepared by 
the Lamar Eagles from 6p to 7p, 
with the Comedy Show starting at 
7:30p featuring Headliner Deacon 
Gray and feature Steven Young!

The majority of the proceeds 
from this event go to support two 
local charities, The Remember 
Foundation and Southeast Colo-
rado Cancer Initiative. The mon-
ey they get is used locally for local 
individuals and families.

Tickets are now available at 
these locations:

Lamar Chamber of Commerce - 
336-4379 • Lamar Eagles Aerie 
- 336-3780 • Fellowship Credit 
Union - Lamar Location, ask for 
Tera! 336-5511 • My Wholesale 
Products - Shirley Smith - 336-
0661 • Robinson Printing - Vin-
cent Gearhart - 336-9095 or 688-
7720 • Healing Hands Massage 
- Sherry Walls - 719-688-5099

The Dinner will be $8.00 and 
will include a complimentary 
drink for anyone of legal drinking 
age. The Comedy Entertainment 
will be $10.00

Late Addition: Paul Naveratte 
will setup his equipment, and 
there will be dancing and Karaoke 
after the comedy show. Be sure to 
stick around for some more Great 
Entertainment!

Southern Gospel and Patriotic
Music Concert

John Moody will be in Concert Sept. 1st at 7:00 p.m. at 
Living Covenant Fellowship Church, 110 W. Lee Ave. 
Lamar Co. Musical styles include Southern Gospel 
and Patriotic Music. For more info. contact the church 
at 719-336-0220. Everyone invited to enjoy this great 
night of music!!!

Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for 
Sage Services in Prowers County.  For more information, 
call 336-7115.



Law Enforcement
13P-2171 Animal Problem                 09:34:33 08/16/13 M Palacios      OHS
Deputy responded to the 5000 blk of Cnty Rd HH on a report of a horse on a yard.  The horse was removed 
from the yard and taken to its owner.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2176 Prisoner Transport             14:06:44 08/16/13 R Manly         OHS
Senior Deputy Ron Manly transport Destiny Hyatt from the Bent County Jail to the Prowers County Jail.  
Hyatt had been arrested in Alamosa County for a failure to comply warrant out of the District Court.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2182 Animal Problem                 19:34:17 0 8/16/13 J Parker        OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the 5000 blk of Cnty Rd HH on a report of a horse near the roadway.  The horse 
had been out for some time and causing problems for neighbors.  The horse was put back into the pasture it 
belonged in and the brand inspector was notified.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2185 Fire                           12:09:51 08/17/13 M Palacios      OHS
Deputy responded to the 19000 blk of Hwy 50 on a report of a U-Haul trailer on fire. Prowers County Rural 
Fire was able to get the fire put out with minimal damage done to the trailer.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2201 Animal Problem                 07:38:06 08/19/13 S Zordel        ACT
Senior Deputy Zordel stopped traffic while resident tried to catch their horse  running loose in the 6000 blk 
of Hwy 196. Horse had run into traffic and was almost struck by a car. Horse owner was able to catch the 
horse.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2192 Traffic Violation              21:23:38 08/17/13 JE Weisenhorn   CCI
Deputy J Weisenhorn attempted to contact two dirt bike motorcycles in Wiley. The drivers attempted to elude 
the Deputy. One of the drivers was taken into custody after a short chase. The second driver was identified 
and charges are pending.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07875     Officer: J. Sherrill         Date: 08/16/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1600 block of S. 12th St. on a report of a juvenile problem. One juvenile was taken 
into custody on charges of harassment and criminal mischief.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-07878 Sgt. Losa Date:Fri Aug 16 15:54:19 MDT 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 400 block North 8th Street on a report of a fight in progress.  The officer found 
no fight occurred and the victim refused to prosecute.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-07887 Sgt. Losa Date:Sat Aug 17 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 1300 block S. 12th St, on a report of a cold child abuse.  The officer documented 
the incident as the proper agencies were already contacted.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07942  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sun Aug 18, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1600 block of S 11th St for a report of a loud party. When officers arrived, there was 
no noise, and no party in the apartment identified by the caller. No criminal activity was observed.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07944   Officer: P. Wilson  Date: Sun Aug 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Christopher Kimbrell (33) on DUI charges.  Kimbrell was transported to the Prowers County 
Jail and held on a $10,000.00 bond.

Case#:13L-07961 Sgt. Losa Date:Sun Aug 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to Picasso Ct. on a report of an unsecured premise.  The officer observed damage to the 
rear door of the residence.  Approximate value of damage is $400.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07964 Officer: J Inman Date: Sun Aug 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Joseph Armijo in the 600 blk of N. 10th St. for a restraining order violation and other 
charges. Armijo is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $1,500.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07869  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Fri Aug 16, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block of N 7th St for a disturbance. Officers were unable to locate the suspect 
in the incident although they were identified and a warrant will be pending.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07821  Officer: Pierce  Date: Wed Aug 14 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the Dollar General on a report of shoplifting. The suspects were contacted and cited 
for the theft.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:  13L-07826  Officer:  R. Macias  Date:  Wed Aug 14 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 400 block of Kendall Drive in regards to a subject not wanting to leave an 
emergency room after being discharged.  Officers arrested Johnny Miller, 49 of Lamar, in regards to trespassing 
and related charges.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07830   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Wed Aug 14, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the Willow Creek Park area for a subject throwing water balloons. The party was con-
tacted and advised to stop.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-07834    Officer: R Macias    Date: Wed Aug 14 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested James Woodruff, 49 of Lamar, for an active warrant.  James Woodruff is held at Prowers 
County Jail on a $500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07763  Officer: Pierce  Date: Tue Aug 13 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block of Oak Road on a report of criminal mischief. Officers found approxi-
mately $100.00 damage had been done to a vehicle window.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-07769  Officer: T. Campbell  Date: 08/13/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the area of Paseo and S. 1st St. for a cat trapped between a chain link 
fence and a Cedar fence. Officer was able to remove the cat from the fences without harm and release it.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07777  Officer: Pierce  Date: Tue Aug 13 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a vehicle in the 2400 block of South Main Street for drag racing. Officers issued the driver 
a summons.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07713  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sun Aug 11, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1800 block of S 10th St for a disturbance. Officers contacted a male party who was 
threatening suicide and had possibly overdosed. Party was released to the custody of PMC.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-07714  Officer: P. Wilson  Date: Sun Aug 11 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 900 Blk of S. 5th St. on report of suspicious activity. Officers found subjects to 
be in a physical altercation. Subjects did not wish to press charges and were separated for the evening.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-07796   Officer: T Cope     Date: Tue Aug 13 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded PMC for a patient that was causing a disturbance.  Subject refused medical treatment and 
was given a ride to his house.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2199 Use of Force                   17:53:04 08/18/13 T Medina        OHS
Deputies had to place a combative subject into the restraint chair after inmate refused to calm down to have 
his handcuffs removed. Inmate continued to yell and pull away from officers, and resisted being placed into 
the chair. No injuries were reported.

——————————————————————————–
13P-2194 ROV                            00:22:26 08/18/13 JE Weisenhorn   CAA
Deputy J Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle parked at a closed business in the 7000 blk of Hwy 50. The driver, 
Gerald Fernandez of Colorado Springs was arrested for driving with a revoked license as a habitual offender 
and violation of a protection order. Fernandez is being held on $10,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com
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Faithful Wish Deacon Wertin Well as he Departs 
for Seminary

Deacon Henry Wertin (right) with Deacon Allan Medina (left) and Father 
Charles Sena (center) at a celebration honoring Wertin as he leaves

Lamar to begin the process of becoming a Priest. 

Southeast Colorado knows him as a father and chiropractor.  Catho-
lics in the area know him as Deacon. Now, Deacon Henry Wertin is 
starting a new journey as he begins formation to enter the Seminary and 
become a Priest for the Diocese of Pueblo.  As he departs Lamar, the 
Parishioners of Lamar, Holly, Bristol, and Springfield came together for 
a celebration at St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe on Saturday, 
August 17.
 Wertin has been serving as a Deacon for St. Francis de Sales/Our 
Lady of Guadalupe since his ordination in 2000.  His outreach expanded 
even further a few years ago when churches in Holly, Bristol, and Spring-
field were brought together with Lamar into one Catholic Community.   
“A deacon is called to serve.  We all have our various ministries. Most 
people only see our service at the Altar, but there is a lot more,” said 
Deacon Allan Medina, who has served with Wertin.
 Service to the area’s Faithful has been a focus for Wertin during his 
time as Deacon.  Wertin assisted regularly with Mass at St. Francis de 
Sales, worked with Parish youth through religious education, led Sunday 
Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest, and served as business manager.  
That was only part of Wertin’s commitment to the Catholic Community 
of Southeast Colorado.  Father Charles Sena said, “He has been very in-
volved with homebound ministry visiting several people every week.  He 
has worked very hard with Hospice serving as their Chaplin.  Through 
Hospice, he has reached out to the whole community, not just Catho-
lics.”
 In his professional life, he is known as Dr. Wertin serving many years 
as a chiropractor in Lamar.  Father Sena joked during a presentation at 
the celebration that he doesn’t know where he is going to go now to get 
himself straightened out.
 Deacon Wertin will spend some time in Pueblo in Seminary forma-
tion before departing for a Seminary in either Wisconsin or Massachu-
setts.  These two seminaries specialize in second career vocations.  Deacon 
Wertin said, “This is bittersweet.  This Parish is a family to me and I am 
going to miss them.”  He added that he is answering God’s call to the 
Priesthood and is looking forward to what lies ahead for him.
 Deacon Wertin will enter the Seminary with a family to support him. 
Deacon Wertin and his wife, Mary Beth, have 10 children.  Mary Beth 
passed away as a result of traffic accident in 2004.  Deacon Allan Medina 
said, “I believe most men who are deacons felt a calling to the Priesthood, 
but also heard a calling to the married life.  His wife passed away tragically. 
For several years since, I believe he has heard that calling to the Priesthood 
return and is now heading that way.” The call to the Priesthood is nothing 
new to the Wertin family. His son, Matthew, is a Priest at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Avondale and also serves as the Chancellor for the Diocese of 
Pueblo.  Another son, Carl, is currently in the Seminary.

 He does leave Southeast Colorado with the well wishes of the entire 
Catholic Community.  More than 150 parishioners from across the area 
gathered together for the celebration sendoff. The event included a potluck 
dinner, presentation, a blessing by Deacon Wertin for those in attendance, 
and a blessing by Father Sena for Wertin.  Father Sena said, “He is still going 
to be part of our family of the Diocese of Pueblo and soon he will join me as 
brother priest.”
 In a final message to the Faithful of Southeast Colorado, Wertin said, 
“Thank you for all you have done.  Keep doing what you are doing and 
if you are able, just do a little bit more.” at a celebration honoring Wertin 
as he leaves Lamar to begin the process of becoming a Priest. 

Replacement for Social Services Director
Announced, Public Hearings on Highway and 

Nursing Home Discussed 
The Prowers County Commissioners announced that Lanie Mirelas, 

from the Social Services Department of Burlington, Colorado in Kit 
Carson County, has been selected to replace Linda Fairbairn as Director 
of Prowers County Social Services following her retirement at the end 
of the year.  The commissioners noted that Mirelas, who was not em-
ployed as the DSS in Burlington, will begin her position on September 
16 and will train with Fairbairn to eventually take over her duties after 
December 31.

Following the recent signing of the Environmental Assessment for 
the U.S. 287 Lamar Reliever Route, or bypass by the Colorado Dept. of 
Transportation (CDOT) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 
the Commissioners met with Paul Westhoff, CDOT Resident Engineer, 
for an update on a calendar of events connected to the Reliever Route.

Westhoff said beginning September 2, a 30 day public comment pe-
riod will be held and a September 19 public hearing has been scheduled 
at the mezzanine in the county’s annex offices on East Cedar Street.  The 
hearing will be conducted between 5pm and 7pm without any formal 
question and answer period, but formal comments will be available from 
the public following about a half hour information session, he explained.  
Once the 30 day comment period has expired, he said responses to those 
comments should take about two months to develop and submit a final 
copy of a FONSI, (Finding of No significant Impact) for final review 
and publication at the end of December.

Westhoff said about $3 million has been budgeted for the Reliever 
Route design, but the actual construction funds, called RAMP funds, 
may still not be made available this year.  He told the commissioners, a 
target date for any funding announcement may come later this fall.  If 
no construction funding is allocated, the project design will be shelved 
for several years pending any required updates and future funding.

The commissioners are especially concerned about funding, as the 
county’s share of the project will have to be budgeted out over several 
years and will be developed in conjunction with the share provided by the 
City of Lamar.  Commissioner Joe Marble said several IGA’s or Intergov-
ernmental Agreements will be required among CDOT, Prowers County 
and the City of Lamar, plus separate IGA’s between the city and county. 

The bypass or Reliever Route has been a concept that dates back 
almost 30 years and would carry truck and car traffic around the down-
town portion of the city using a two lane highway that could be ex-
panded to four lanes.  It would also provide for two access points into 
the city.  Documentation on the EA and bypass is available at http://
www.coloradodot.info/projects/us287/lamar.

A public hearing regarding the creation of a PID, Public Improve-
ment District within Prowers County has been set for September 4 at 
6pm at the Lamar Resource and Senior Center on East Olive Street 
in Lamar.  The creation of the district is necessary to allow the con-
struction of a nursing home which will replace Juniper Village and the 
purchase of the current nursing home, located on South 10th Street in 
Lamar.  A $14 million bonding issue for the construction of the nurs-
ing home needs voter approval during the November 5 general election 
from voters and eligible property owners as well.  The proposed site for 
the new home is on land owned by High Plains Community Health 
Center and situated at the medical complex acreage along South Me-
morial Drive and Kendall Avenue in Lamar.  The group spearheading 
the initiative needs to meet several key elements for the project to come 
to pass and the September public hearing is necessary to meet the vari-
ous criteria.  The commissioners discussed some of those key elements 
with Jillane Hixson, a member of the group and Jay Brooke, Director of 
HPCHC during their Tuesday meeting. By Russ Baldwin
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