
Property Donation Requested from PMC or High 
Plains by Local Group

The PMC board was approached by Jillane Hixson and Loren Brown, representing 
a group of interested citizens, requesting that 9.52 acres of land owned by the hospital 
be donated to establish a nursing home on the site.  In a follow-up to earlier meetings 
with hospital management on various scenarios for the donation, Hixson explained to the 
board at large, they were attempting to purchase the Juniper Village Nursing Home locat-
ed on South 10th Street in Lamar, and build a 60 bed facility on the donated land. Their 
plans required that just over five acres be dedicated to the facility. Hixson and Brown 
explained that a public improvement district could be set up within Prowers County with 
voter’s approval and the facility would operate under a 501c3, non-profit classification.  
Hixson said her group is working with a bond underwriter to set in motion, a November 
ballot for an $11 million bond to cover the costs of the project, minus the purchase price 
of Juniper Village.  The group has also been in contact with an architect and Frontline 
Management, a skilled care management firm in Colorado.  Under Medicaid guidelines, 
the number of nursing home beds is regulated within a district, so the group could not 
simply build another nursing home, adding to the current number of beds in the commu-
nity.  Once in operation, Hixson said, the residents at Juniper Village could automatically 
transfer to the new facility. 

The project is balanced on a number of crucial “ifs” in order to move forward.  The 
land donation from Prowers Medical Center or another land owner, the sale of Juni-
per Village and the approval of Prowers County voters to fund the $11 million project 
through increased property taxes, as well as meeting the Labor Day deadline to place the 
issue on the November ballot through a petition drive.  Hixson asked basically, “If all the 

other factors come together, would the PMC board consider a commitment of a land do-
nation for the project?”  The sale of Juniper Village would work through a pre-approved 
purchase price between both parties and would be contingent on voter approval of the 
bond in November and to develop a Public Improvement District.  Hixson stated that the 
property taxes would increase to about $75 a year on a $100,000 home in Lamar, based 
on a 20 year bond.  Board member Ron Farmer, expressed concerns of having the Prow-
ers County Commissioners approve a District over which the commissioners would be 
the executive board, but would then approve a second board to oversee the nursing home 
operation.  He asked if the County could then be held legally responsible for the actions 
of the nursing home board.  Another director, Julie Branes, said the board would also need 
to know how the use of the land and the development of a nursing home on the campus 
would impact the current hospital activities. 

Cindy Longfellow, a National Director of the Juniper Village Communities nursing 
homes, attended the meeting and said that she personally, had received a letter of interest 
on the Lamar nursing home from the group only as of that Wednesday afternoon, May 
22.  She told the board that to her knowledge, Juniper Village is not for sale and has not 
been on the market for a number of years.  Longfellow explained that the proposal would 
not go before her board members for consideration until later in June, and was doubtful 
if the facility would be placed on the market.   

Prowers Medical Center property was not the only choice of the group.  Hixson and 
Brown were joined by Joyce Reedy on Thursday evening, May 23, who made a similar 
request to the Board of Directors of High Plains Community Health Center.  High Plains 
has approximately six acres of land which is located along Memorial Drive and south 
and of the Adult Chronic Care Center on the medical campus.  Essentially the same 
presentation was made to the High Plains board for development of the 45,000 square 
foot nursing home project.  Hixson and Brown reiterated at the High Plains meeting that 
their project in no way reflected on the operation of the Juniper Village nursing home 
by staff or management.  Their main concern was with the age and accommodations of 
the facility for the residents.  Hixson said Juniper Village on South 10th Street is at least 
70 years old, constructed from barracks which made up part of the Japanese internment 
complex in Granada, Camp Amache during World War II.  Cindy Longfellow, one of the 
national directors on the Juniper Village Communities, also attended Thursday’s meeting 
and stated that the nursing home had been on the market about three years ago, but was 
not listed at this time.  Juniper Village in Lamar will host a 25th anniversary open house 
on the evening of June 5.

(Additional Information:)  Statement Release from Jay Brooke, Executive Director 
of High Plains Community Health Center. 

 “The High Plains Community Health Center Board of Directors at their May 23, 
2013, meeting passed a motion to authorize Executive Director Jay Brooke to draft a 
Memorandum of Agreement with the Skilled Care Replacement Facility Committee in 
regard to donating High Plains land for the facility.  The draft will need to be reviewed by 
our attorney and approved by the Board.”

Jay Brooke said the donated land measures about five acres and will be adjacent to 
the Adult Health Center, on the east side of Memorial Drive and extending to the cluster 
of telephone poles along the roadway.  Hixson said her group was quite happy with the 
announcement and are now focusing their efforts to set up negotiations with Juniper Vil-
lage Communities for purchase of their Lamar property. Please read the complete article 
online at: theprowersjournal.com. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar Begins Ordinance on Marijuana Prohibition
The Lamar City Council had a relatively light agenda for the final meeting of May 

this past Tuesday, May 28.  The meeting was moved to Tuesday to accommodate the 
Memorial Day holiday.

Both the City of Lamar and Prowers County are enacting ordinances prohibiting cer-
tain uses of marijuana in an effort to counteract the passage of Amendment 64 from last 
November’s general election in Colorado.  The county attorney is drafting an ordinance 
for action by the commissioners.  The Lamar City Council passed the city’s ordinance on 
first reading during the Tuesday meeting.  The ordinance states that the City of Lamar is, 
“Prohibiting the Operation of Marijuana Cultivating Facilities, Marijuana Product Manu-
facturing Facilities, Marijuana Testing Facilities, Retail Marijuana stores, and/or Marijuana 
Establishments, and Amending Chapter 6 and Chapter 10 of the Municipal Code of the 
City of Lamar Pursuant to Article XVIII, Section 16 of the Colorado State Constitution”.

a mortgage banker 
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FREE
Take One!

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

www.cruikshankrealty.com

FARM & RANCH
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

719.336.7802
Gene Cruikshank, Broker

LAMAR
109 W. Lee Ave., Ste. 16

Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-8292

HOLLY
127 S. Main St.
Holly, CO 81047
(719) 537-6100

SPRINGFIELD
27925 US Hwy 287

Springfield, CO 81073
(719) 523-1892

Farm/Ranch   -    Homeowners    -   Commercial   -    Bonds
Boat    -   Event    -   Specialty Types    -   Multi Peril Crop

www.frontierbankco.com
FRONTIER BANK

KELLI HESS, Loan Officer
* We’re your Hometown Mortgage Lender
* Borrow here * Pay here * Local decisions
* Local Servicing * Great Rates

Phone:  719-336-4351
Fax:        719-336-4352

200 South Main Street
P.O. Box 988

Lamar, Colorado  81052

NMLS528603

 

LIFE CHANGING COLLEGE 

Summer and Fall Registration is NOW OPEN! 
 

www.lamarcc.edu        719.336.1580 

Join us for our summer 
semester! 

 

Thrive @ LCC  

LAMAR COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

OPEN APRIL 20th!!
OPEN APRIL 20th!!

9 miles East of Lamar at 17707 Hwy. 50
Gayla Dowen           719.336.9110

Mon. - Sat. 10am-6pm  •  Sun. 10am-5pm
Large Selection of Perennials  -  Bedding Plants  -  Herbs

Hanging Baskets  -  Vegetable Transplants  -  Shrubs

Gift Certificates & Gift Shop

Men’s Haircuts • Straight Razor
Shave • Hot Towels • Fades

OPEN Tuesday - Friday 9am-5pm & Saturday 9 am-2pm

Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

Hi 90o

Lo 61o
Hi 98o

Lo 65o
Hi 98o

Lo 60o
Hi 81o

Lo 49o
Hi 89o

Lo 52o
Hi 88o

Lo 52o



Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

Your FREE copy of The Prowers 
Journal is available each Wednesday at:

Thriftway in Lamar
Reyman’s Grocery in Holly

The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply

North Love’s Store
Taco Johns

A and B Liquor
Daylight Donut

 & 50+ Other Businesses
Be sure to read The Prowers Journal 

online at www.theprowersjournal.com

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Please Visit Us Online @ www.theprowersjournal.com

Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 

online at 
www.theprowers

journal.com

Get the latest 
local news 
everyday! Tank & Tummy

SOS Senior Center
Safeway

Corner Wine & Liquor
Burger King

Valley National Bank
HoHolly Town Depot

Green Garden Restaurant

And each Wednesday at 
these local businesses:

The Prowers Journal
Get your FREE copy of 

Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 

online at 
www.theprowers

journal.com

And everyday!
Frontier Bank

The Viaero Store
Perfect Ten
Pizza Hut

Holiday Inn Express
ALCO

LLCC Wellness Center
Granada City Complex

Each Wednesday from 
these local businesses: 

The Prowers Journal
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PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-6767

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-3179

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
215 Maple Avenue  Las Animas CO

(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS:  7:00 – 8:30 AM

EVENINGS:  5:00 – 8:00 PM

SATURDAYS:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

Upcoming Events
Saturday, June 1 - Lamar Parks & Rec Rockies Skills Challenge • Public Library Open 
House - 12pm • Relay for Life
Sunday, June 2 - Relay for Life
Wednesday, June 5 - Lamar City Council Breakfast Meeting at Rodeway Cow Palace 
Inn - 7am • Holly Commercial Club - 12pm • Juniper Village 25th Anniversary Celebra-
tion - 5:30pm • Lamar Elks Wednesday Night Feed, Mexican Meal - 6pm • Holly Trustees 
Board Meeting - 7pm • Colorado State High School Rodeo Association Finals

Obituaries
Juanita J. Root - November 16, 1933 – May 21, 2013 - Services under the direction of 
Brown Funeral Home in Eads were held for Juanita J. Root Saturday, May 25, at Brown 
Funeral Home Chapel in Eads.  Burial followed in Eads Cemetery. Juanita Root is survived 
by children: Kenneth (Mary) Root of Lamar, James (Ann) Root of Topeka, KS, Doug 
(Connie) Root of Westcliffe, CO, four grandchildren and one great grandson, Neice: Lucy 
(Tom) Church of Salinas, CA, nephew Mitch (Kim) Froelicher of Santa Barbara, CA, 
sister-in-laws: Elva Root and Ellen Clauusen as well as numerous other family and many 
friends. She was preceded in death by her parents and husband, Dickie Root and one sister, 
Josie Froelicher. Memorial contributions may be made to Lamar Area Hospice in care of 
Brown Funeral Home, Box 432, Eads, CO 81036. Friends and family may sign the guest 
book and register online condolences at www.brownfuneraldirectors.com.

Results from Wild West BBQ and Lamar Days Parade
The annual Wild West BBQ competition, run under the guidelines of the Kansas 

City Barbecue Society had a record 31 entries for this year’s competition at Willow Creek 
Park on Friday and Saturday, May 10 and 11, in conjunction with Voces Unidas and the 
Cinco De Mayo celebration.  The events were named Springplosion and featured inflat-
able rides for kids, music and a low-rider style car show.  The Backyard Grillers contest 
came back after an absence of several years and a green chili cook-off was a new feature 
for the cooking contests.

Cowboy Joe’s Catering from Silt, CO won the Backyard Grillers contest, and Fred 
Neuhold of Lamar had the best judged green chili.  Orie Matthews of Lucky’s BBQ won 
the best sauce category. Several classes of entries were sampled by about two dozen judges 
from the community and prizes were awarded for the top ten entries in Overall Competi-
tion, Pork Ribs, Chicken, Pork and Brisket.

The top five placers in Overall were:  Clark Crew BBQ, Whiskey Pit BBQ Company, 
2 Lil’ Macs BBQ, CHIBI-Q and Smoking Triggers.  Pork Rib winners were: Wild Hogs 
BBQ, Clark Crew BBQ, Smokers Wild, Smokin Triggers and CHIBI-Q.  Chicken win-
ners were: Whiskey Pit BBQ, GQUE, A Frog and A Dog BBQ, CHIBI-Q and Clark 
Crew BBQ.  Top Pork winners were:  2 Lil’ Macs BBQ, Clark Crew BBQ, Lucky’s Have 
BBQ Will Travel, Bayou Bar-B-Que Catering and Swinestone Cowboys.  The winners in 
the Brisket competition were:  Double Trouble, Grillin’ Beavers, Smokin Triggers, Whis-
key Pit BBQ Company and 2 Lil’ Macs BBQ.  This year, there was a purse of $10,000 
for the various winners.

Parade theme, best vehicle and best equine entry were the three main areas of com-
petition for the Lamar Days Parade, held along East Olive and Main Streets this past 
Saturday, May 18.  The parade theme was, “Celebrate Lamar Days, the Cowboy Way”.  
The first place float was Valley National Bank, followed by Lamar MOPS and the musical 
float featuring the band, Judi, from the Buzzard’s Roost.

The top three vehicle entries were: “Wheels Ablaze”, from The Muscle Car Ministry.  
The entry was a student-built engine which would be raffled off to benefit the Andrew 
Ricken Memorial Scholarship.  Second place went to the rebuilt, 1947 pick-up truck, 
owned and driven by Lamar Mayor Roger Stagner and third place was awarded to the 
1986 pick-up driven by Gordon and Dixie Stokes.  Under equine entries, the Arkansas 
Valley Fair Royalty took first place, followed by the wagon owned by Rose Garcia of High 
Plains Insurance and pulled by a Belgian horse.  The third place finisher was a white 
limousine carriage pulled by a spotted draft horse and driven by Lora Pierce from the 
Quarter Moon Ranch.  Judging was conducted by members of the Lamar Chamber Board 
of Directors and volunteers. By Russ Baldwin

Electricity=1, Snake=0
Power was disrupted to the southern section of Lamar mid-morning this past Sunday, 

May 26, when a snake managed to gain access to the LAMFO substation of Lamar Light 
and Power.  The unauthorized entry came at a price as the snake was zapped as it tripped 
the main transformer, causing an outage that affected the southern sections of Lamar, 
south of Cedar Street. 

Light Plant Superintendent, Houssin Hourieh, informed the Lamar Utilities Board 
during their Tuesday meeting, May 28, power went out at 8:55am and was restored at 
about 10:30 that morning.  A brief power interruption was experienced on Saturday due 
to high winds which took down two power poles. 

The utility board authorized the routine replacement of 48 wooden power poles for 
$28,224.  Hourieh said that wooden poles are used in areas where there is a low threshold 
or expectancy of fire; otherwise, metal poles are used.  The wooden poles cost less.  Thirty-
five, 10 foot fiberglass crossarm poles were purchased from submitted bids for $5,530.  
The crossarms are used on metal poles. 

Total operating revenues for the year are $2,999,856 and total operating costs are 
$2,532,997 for $466,859 in gross operating income.  When the March non-operating rev-
enues and expenses are factored, there is a net income of $4,955, year-to-date.  Compared 
to 2012, March revenues from retail sales are down approximately 10%, or $348,649. 

The Lamar Utilities Board entered into executive session to receive legal advice on 
specific legal questions regarding the WildEarth Guardians lawsuit and Lamar Repowering 
Project.  ARPA, Arkansas River Power Authority general manager, Rick Rigel, was in at-
tendance.  The next Lamar Utilities Board meeting will be held June 11. By Russ Baldwin

The Lamar City Police Department is getting a replacement vehicle.  Chief McCrea 
told the council a 2013 4 X 4 Chevy Tahoe is immediately available for $31,177 from a 
State procurement bid, or one will become available for $28,622, but it will take about 
two months for delivery.  The council recommended that the police department purchase 
the Tahoe for $31,177.  Four additional vehicles will be needed in 2014 and funds were 
budgeted for their lease in 2013.  At the time, the council put them on hold, pending a 
wait to verify city revenues.  During that wait period, the window for state bids closed and 
the lease will be rolled over into 2014.

Several reminders were presented regarding future events including:  a Community 
Conversation with Administrator John Sutherland will be held Thursday, May 30, from 
6:30pm to 8:30pm at the HOPE Center, the former Lincoln Elementary School, The 
June 1 Open House and BBQ for the Lamar Library will be held from Noon to 2pm, the 
annual Relay for Life will be held June 1-2 at Savage Stadium again this year, the informal 
city council breakfast will be held on Wednesday, June 5 at 7am at the Rodeway Cow 
Palace Inn and the city will host the Colorado State High School Rodeo Finals at the 
fairgrounds June 5-9. 

City Administrator, John Sutherland informed the council he had been appointed to 
the South East Transportation Planning Region Board and to the Prowers County Emer-
gency Telephone Authority Board which will give the city a voice on that body.  He also 
noted that Lamar was one of thirty communities in the country selected to host a National 
Train Day Showcase.  Councilman Skip Ruedeman made a public presentation on the 
importance of train service to the community earlier in the month at the Lamar Welcome 
Center. Please read the complete article online at: theprowersjournal.com. By Russ Baldwin

Advertise your Yard Sale in the Prowers Journal
Deadline to be listed in print is Tuesday by Noon

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
719.456.1339



Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for 
Sage Services in Prowers County.  For more information, 
call 336-7115.

The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is less 
than two years old and making 
an impact in the county.  Make 
a business impact with your 
Classified Ad this week in The 
Prowers Journal.
Call 719-336-9095 today or 
Visit Us at 210 South Main 

in Lamar

Senior Citizens, Be Informed & Be Aware 
AARP ElderWatch provides you with guidelines to 

help guard against various business scams or investment 
fraud. Call toll free Monday through Friday between 9am 
and 4pm. 1-800-222-4444

Real Estate
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet, 
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own 
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000
House for Sale
4 bdrm, 2 1/2 baths, finished basement, 3300 sq ft 
total, 2 car garage at 501 Willow Valley Drive, Lamar – 
call 336-8722

Big Timbers Museum 
New Hours of Operation 
Winter Hours: – Sept 1 to May 31
Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31
Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, 

and County Holidays

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - May 29, 2013

The Prowers JournalThe Prowers Journal

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

100 North 4th Street
Butch Jones      (719) 688-4180

We take care of 
all your metal needs

Metal Fabrication
Manufacturing Metal Parts

Rebuilt Auto Engines

J & M Custom Machine City of Lamar Stage 2 
Water Restrictions 
No Watering on Friday.  Prop-

erties East of Highway 287 
may water on Sunday, Tues-
day and Thursday.

Properties West of Highway 
287 may water on Saturday, Mon-
day and Wednesday.  Water-
ing hours are from Midnight to 
6am and from 6pm to Midnight 
on your permitted days.

Misc.
Engine Parts For Sale
1 Set Chevy 3795896 62-64 327 Power Pak Heads 
1.60-2.02 60cc
1 Set Chevy 462624 75-86 1.5-1.94 76cc
454 Chevy 91 Fuel injected
If interested, call J & M Custom Machine at 688-4180. 

Special Services
Special Services with Greg Fritz (Tulsa Ok) May 31st- 
June 2nd, Living Covenant Fellowship 110 W. Lee Ave 
Lamar, CO. Services are 7:00 p.m. nightly & Sunday 
10:45 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. For more info. contact the 
church at 719-336-0202.

Community Discussion
Please make note that a 

Community Discussion Meet-
ing with the City Administrator 
John Sutherland will take place 
on May 30, 2013, at the Hope 
Center on W. Maple in Lamar.  
The meeting will begin at 6:30 
p.m.  Please bring any questions 
or concerns about the city or 
any other pertinent topics and 
prepare for some spontaneous 
discussion.

Help Wanted
Economic Development Job Posting
Prowers County Development, Inc. (PCDI) seeks a 
professional to fill the position of Executive Director 
to lead business retention, attraction, and development 
initiatives within Prowers County, CO. The Executive 
Director is hired and supervised by the corporate Board 
of Directors. Qualified candidates will possess a degree 
in Business Administration or Marketing, or a career 
equivalent. Certification as Economic Developer pre-
ferred but not required. Five years related experience, 
preferably in a rural municipal environment. Grant 
writing knowledge useful. Salary package of $40-70,000 
annually is commensurate with qualifications and prior 
successful experience. Application and Job Description 
can be accessed online at: www.procolorado.org – or, can 
be picked up during regular business hours at the PCDI 
office, 1301 N. Main, Suite 103, Lamar, CO. Applica-
tion documents will not be mailed, faxed, or emailed 
to potential applicants. Each candidate will submit the 
application, resume and cover letter in a sealed enve-
lope clearly marked, “Executive Director Application”, 
deliverable by mail or in person during business hours 
to: Prowers County Development, Inc., 1301 N. Main, 
Suite 103, Lamar, CO 81052. Application deadline is 
5:00 p.m. on July 1, 2013.

Bent’s Old Fort
Featured on PBS

On May 30th, Rocky Mountain 
PBS and History Colorado will 
continue their series of half-hour 
television episodes dedicated to 
preserving and celebrating the peo-
ple, events, and places that have 
shaped Colorado. All episodes air 
on Thursdays at 7:00 PM MST. 
On May 30th, the program will 
be devoted to Bent’s Fort. On June 
13th, the program will feature the 
Ute Indians..

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 7:30am to 5pm.  Please make 
reservations 24 hours in advance.  Call for your ride at 
719-336-8034.  Senior Discount Tickets are available in 
the front office at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Seeking Two Board Positions
The Prowers County Board of Commissioners is accept-
ing letters of interest from persons who are residents of 
Prowers County to fill two (2) positions on the Prow-
ers County Emergency Telephone Authority Board. Ap-
pointed members serve as volunteers for a term of four 
(4) years. The letters of interest should be addressed to 
the Prowers County Board of County Commissioners, 
301 South Main Street, Suite 215, Lamar, CO 81052 
and may also be faxed to (719) 336-2255 or e-mailed to 
ctyadmin@prowerscounty.net. Letters must be received 
by 5:00 p.m. on June 7, 2013.
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11th Annual Holly Bluegrass Festival June 7th, 8th, & 9th. 
The Festival will kick off at 6:00p.m. Friday night, June 7th with the Holly Commercial Club 

Barbeque followed by the jam session featuring many local and area pickers coming together for 
a little pickin’ and grinnin’.  The WMD Bluegrass Band from Black Forest will also be there for 
the jam session.

The Saturday festival will kick off at 7:00 a.m. with breakfast in the park by the Holly High 
School Cheerleaders. The first band will take the stage at 11:00 a.m. running until 9:00 p.m. or 
later that evening.

Five top groups will perform not only bluegrass but some country, rock, and gospel music.  
High school classes will again have their food booths which usually include, bar-b-q ribs, corn on 
the cob, home made ice cream, walkin’ tacos, burgers, brats, hot dogs, and many other delectable 
foods.

Sunday the gospel music/church will begin at 10:30 a.m. and will feature Frankie Valens and 
his wife, Phyllis. Many of you will remember Frankie’s signature song, “This Magic Moment”.  
He also recorded “Smoke Gets In Your Eyes”. Frankie & his wife, Phyllis, traveled full time in 
their gospel music ministry.  This will be an exciting gospel worship service.  Lunch will be avail-
able.

Bring your lawn chairs and come on down to Gateway Park and take in the 11th Annual 
FREE Holly Bluegrass Festival - the only Free festival in the State of Colorado.

For information regarding the festival, vendors, booths, etc, contact Jill 691-5475, Marge 
940-5243, or visit the web site www.townofhollycom.

Code Red Subscription Information
Lamar was struck by several small scale tornadoes last year and in light of the devastation 

suffered in Oklahoma just days ago by a massive tornado storm, area residents should take note 
of a free emergency warning system provided for them as we enter a new season of potential se-
vere storms.  Code Red is a program which allows subscribers to be notified of different types of 
emergency situations in the community.  The information can be transmitted via a computer, cell 
phone or land line, whatever means the subscriber selects on the application form. 

A subscription page is available for this area on either the City of Lamar website at www.
ci.lamar.co.us and at the Prowers County website at www.prowerscounty.net.  The information 
request is provided for by the Prowers County 911 Authority Board.  Residents who register can 
use their landline or cell phone numbers to receive the alerts.   

The registration process is quite simple and provides check boxes for the hearing impaired if 
text information is required to a special number for TDD or TTY devices.  Emergency informa-
tion and alerts will be sent to a subscriber for events such as severe weather alerts, water contami-
nation, evacuation notices and emergency routes, missing persons, fire or flood, bomb threats as 
well as hazardous material spills.  

Citizens can provide additional information if your address is a residence or commercial 
operation and if the building is a mobile home or manufactured one.  Post office box numbers 
will not be taken on the form. 

Additional emergency related information is also available from the city or county for pre-
emergency supplies and preparations.  A folder has been published which outlines supplies and 
procedures a family would require to provide for their basic needs for 72 hours.  This information 
is based on the premise that your family would be without utilities or outside aid from any source 
for a three day period. By Russ Baldwin

Free Fishing Weekend in Colorado, JUNE 1-2
DENVER – The fish are starting to bite at waters all around the state. To give everyone an 

opportunity to get out and get some hits, Colorado Parks and Wildlife is inviting anglers of all 
ages to participate in its annual Free Fishing Weekend, June 1-2.

Each year, the agency designates the first weekend in June as the only two-day period that 
anglers all around the state are not required to have a fishing license. For the rest of the year a 
fishing license is required for anyone 16 years and older.

“The free fishing weekend is a great way to get outside with family and friends and take 
advantage of Colorado’s extensive opportunities to fish for a myriad of cold and warm water fish 
species without having to worry about possessing a license,” said Greg Gerlich, aquatic section 
manager for Colorado Parks and Wildlife. “This is the perfect opportunity for anglers to intro-
duce a friend, family member and, especially, children to one of America’s favorite activities. If 
people are wondering where to go to fish, there are an abundance of publicly accessible waters 
across the state. But many people need look no further than our Colorado state parks.”

A recent survey of resident and non-resident anglers revealed a high level of satisfaction 
with fishing experiences in Colorado. Anglers said they especially like to pursue the numerous 
trout species available in state waters. The majority of fish caught in Colorado are stocked by the 
agency, and each year more than 3 million catchable-sized trout and 14 million trout fingerlings 
are stocked into the more than 2,000 lakes, ponds and reservoirs around the state.

While fishing licenses are not required during free fishing weekend, all other regulations 
remain in effect. Anglers should consult the 2013 Colorado Fishing brochure for specific regula-
tions and restrictions for the waters where they’ll be fishing.

Fishing licenses can be purchased at any Colorado Parks and Wildlife office or from one of 
the more than 600 license agents across the state. Licenses can also be purchased online. Anglers 
may also purchase a fishing license over the phone and receive a temporary authorization number 
allowing them to fish immediately by calling 800-244-5613.

For more information on state fishing regulations, the current Colorado fishing brochure is 
available at license retail locations and online. An interactive version of the brochure available on 
the web site provides links to maps and useful videos for beginning to experienced anglers.

For more information about Division of Wildlife go to: http://wildlife.state.co.us.

Stanton County Hospital to Provide Services at the 
Holly Clinic

Stanton County Hospital is pleased to announce that it has signed a lease with the Holly  
Community Corporation to provide services at the Holly Medical Clinic. 

Stanton County Hospital has a long history of serving the healthcare needs of the residents 
of Southeastern Colorado and welcomes the opportunity to bring clinic services to Holly. The 
primary provider for the Holly clinic will be Bryce Thacker, DNP, CNS, FNP-BC, FNP-C. 
Bryce has previous experience working in the clinic, and will probably be a familiar face to many 
in the area. He has demonstrated a strong commitment to providing for the healthcare needs of 
the  residents of Southeastern Colorado, and we are delighted to have him join our team.

Working with the Holly Community Corporation, it is our goal to provide consistent and quality 
care in the clinic. Our philosophy is that we are “Always here for you”, and that will carry over to the 
clinic as well. We seek to provide you with a customer service experience that is second to none. 

We are planning to begin seeing patients in early July. So, please watch for further informa-
tion and announcements. In the meantime, please feel free to visit our new facilities in Johnson, 
Kansas even if it’s simply to stop by for a tour or to say “hello”. 

We are excited to become a part of the Holly community and look forward to meeting you soon.
Sincerely, Jay Tusten, CEO

Lamar Eagles Aerie Observe Memorial Day
Memorial Day ceremonies were held this past weekend by members of the Lamar Eagles 

Aerie.  The event was highlighted by the participation of James Kimble of Montrose.  Kimble, 
89, is a Navajo veteran who served in the 101st Airborne Division during WWII as a para-
trooper.  He was visiting the Lamar area during the weekend, visiting with family members. 

The Eagles provided a dinner during the weekend for a minimum $6.00 charge, although 
all veterans were provided with the meal for free.  Gerry Jenkins, of the Eagles Auxiliary, and on 
behalf of the Aerie, thanks all those who participated in their Memorial Day observances. 

The weekend Color Guard was comprised of Alfred Adame, Louie Torrez, Jesse Herrera, 
Don Peters, Travis Black, Joe Baca, James Kimble and Pete Hernandez as trumpeter.



Advertise Your Yard 
Sale Today!

Hundreds of people will be read-
ing this insert when you advertise 
your weekend yard sale, garage or 
moving sale. Just $5 is a great in-
vestment to make your yardsale a 
success.  Deadline for entries is 12 
Noon Tuesdays.  Call Robinson 
Printing at 336-9095 or stop in at 
210 South Main Street, Lamar.
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Yard Sales
Yard Sale
607 West Elm, Lamar – Friday, May 31 and Saturday, June 
1 from 8am to 1pm – Household items, clothes and misc.

Mutli-Family Yard Sale
904 South 9th, Lamar – Saturday, June 1 from 7am to ?? 
– Lot of misc.

Multi-Family Yard Sale
Quail Ridge (off Memorial Drive), Lamar – Saturday, June 1 
from 8am to 1pm – Toys, clothes, household items, old com-
puters, and much much more. Wide Variety. No Early Birds.

Multi-Family Yard Sale
310 West Laurel, Lamar (corner of Laurel and South 7th)- 
Friday, May 31 and Saturday, June 1 starting at 8am – (No 
Early Birds) Misc. baby items, furniture, household items, 
clothes & crafts.

Yard Sale
502 Stewart Place, Lamar – Saturday, June 1 from 8am to 
?? – Household items, books, misc.

Garage Sale
519 Willow Valley, Lamar – Friday, May 31 from Noon to 
6pm and Saturday, June 1 from 8am to Noon – Bedding, 
pictures, books, porta crib, adult & boys clothing, Christ-
mas decor – Some “New” stuff, some ‘Slightly Used” stuff, 
lots of “Good” stuff.

Yard Sale
1 Paseo Place, Lamar – Friday, May 31 from 8am to 6pm 
and Saturday, June 1 from 8am to 5pm – Clothes, shoes, 
dishes, a lot more!

Yard Sale
2 Swallowridge Dr, Lamar (1st Rd N of Cemetery) – Satur-

Looking for Golf Carts
The 2013 Relay for Life Com-
mittee is looking for golf carts to 
help take survivors around the 
track during the opening cer-
emonies. If you have a golf cart 
that you would allow us to bor-
row or if you would like to drive 
the cart during the opening cer-
emonies please contact Heather 
Burkhart at 931-0013 for more 
information

City of Lamar Stage 2 
Water Restrictions 

No Watering on Friday.  Prop-
erties East of Highway 287 
may water on Sunday, Tues-
day and Thursday.

Properties West of Highway 
287 may water on Saturday, Mon-
day and Wednesday.  Water-
ing hours are from Midnight to 
6am and from 6pm to Midnight 
on your permitted days.

Summer Reading  
Program Registration

The Lamar Public Library is 
gearing up for it’s Summer Read-
ing Program! The library offers 
reading programs for children 
through 5th grade, teens through 
8th grade, and adults.  Have fun 
reading, attending events and 
even earning prizes with this 
year’s program. Registration for 
all ages is open now. Stop in to 
the library to sign up!

5th Annual Walk for Life
Join the Care Net Pregnancy 
Center of Southeast Colorado  
on June 30, 2013 for the 5th 
Annual Walk for Life. Registra-
tion starts at 3:30pm with the 
walk from 4:00-6:00pm in Wil-
low Creek Park.  Contact them  
by calling 719-336-1135 or stop 
in to see them at 201 E. Oak 
Street in Lamar. 

Juniper Village Open House 
Juniper Communities and Ju-

niper Village at 205 South 10 
Street in Lamar, is celebrating 
the facility’s 25th year in Lamar 
with an Open House, June 5, at 
5:30pm.

The theme of the event is: “25 
Years of Changing the Face of Ag-
ing” cocktails and hors d’oeuvres 
will be served.  Please RSVP by 
May 29 to 719-336-3434

day, June 1 from 8am to 11am – Household items, jewelry, 
make-up & cosmetics

Multi-Family Yard Sale
19 Mayhew Dr, Lamar – Friday, May 31 from 4pm to 7pm 
& Saturday, June 1 from 8am to ?? – Household goods, 
furniture, children clothes, stroller, car seat, misc.

Yard Sale
6554 W. Rodeo Dr., Lamar (County Rd H.5) – Friday, 
May 31 and Saturday, June 1 from 7am to ?? – 2nd house 
on the left – Lots of items, clothes, books, fishing poles, 
bedding, misc.

Yard Sale
205 N. 6th Street, Lamar – Thursday, May 30 from 8am to 
6pm, Friday, May 31 from 7am to 6pm, and Saturday, June 
1 from 7am to Noon – In the backyard, 3 family yard sale 
– Clothes of all sizes, baby clothes, toddler clothes, clothes 
for everyone, home interior pictures, too many things to 
mention – We are also having burritos on Saturday.

Much Ado About Our Library
The Lamar Public Library would like to invite everyone to 
attend its “What’s Happening @ Our Library” Open House! 
The open house will take place on Saturday, June 1st from 
12-2pm at the Cultural Events Center, 102 E. Parmenter in 
Lamar. There will be a free BBQ sponsored by the Library 
Board, library tours, Summer Reading Program registration, 
and booths highlighting all the library has to offer.  Come in to 
learn about the library and its many partnerships.  Take a sneak 
peek at library programs, from line dancing to book club and 
so much more! For more information, call 336-4632.

Host an International 
Exchange Student

Few experiences can spark an 
interest in the world like host-
ing an exchange student. Host 
families come in all shapes 
and sizes! Learn more about 
how you can get involved with 
high school exchange today by 
visiting effoundation.org or by 
contacting Toni States at 719-
688-0785.

Open Gym at the  
Community Building

The Community Building of-
fers Open Gym and Adult 
Open Gym hours throughout 
the month for volleyball and 
basketball.  For times, please see 
our Your Town Today page at 
www.theprowersjournal.com or 
call 336-2774.

Recycle Ink Cartridges
Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the 
Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.  The Lamar 
Eagles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use 
the funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.



Law Enforcement
Case#: 13L-04885  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Fri May 17, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the intersection of S Main St and E Olive St, for an oversize load that struck a light pole. 
The driver was cited, there was no damage to the load, and estimated damages to the pole were $800.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04895    Officer: J. Sherrill    Date: 05/17/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block of S. 6th St. on a report of a citizen in a wheelchair stuck by the roadway. 
Officers were able to assist the citizen.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04892    Officer: J. Sherrill     Date: 05/15/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers received a report of a theft in the 500 block of S. Main St. electronics valued at approximately $250.00 
were taken.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04893  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Fri May 17, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to a civil complaint in the 600 block of E Parmenter St. Officers determined that domestic 
violence had occurred and are seeking a warrant for one subject.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04895    Officer: J. Sherrill    Date: 05/17/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block of S. 6th St. on a report of a citizen in a wheelchair stuck by the roadway. 
Officers were able to assist the citizen.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-04901 Sgt. Losa Date:Fri May 17 23:50:51 MDT 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer assisted a stranded citizen in his wheel chair in the intersection of S. 11th St, and W. Chestnut St.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-04903 Sgt. Losa Date:Fri May 17 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer contacted Sandra Hernandez 25 of Lamar in the 1700 block S. 11th St.  Hernandez was confirmed to 
have an active warrant, was arrested and is held on a $650.00 cash bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04910  Officer: Pierce  Date: Fri May 17 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1300 block of North Main on a report of subjects arguing in the parking lot. Officers 
responded and found the subjects had already went to bed.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04912 Officer: J Inman Date: Sat May 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Casey Gehrer in the 1600 blk. of S. 11th St. for disorderly conduct, violation of a protection 
order, and driving under restraint. Gehrer is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04914   Officer: Sgt. Gonzales   Date:  Sat May 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
On May 18, 2013 at 0146 hrs. officers responded to the 1600 Blk. 11th Street on a disturbance. Officers arrested 
Christopher Caton & Jonathan Caton of Lamar. C.  Caton is being held on $750.00 bond; J.  Caton is being 
held on $350 bond at Prowers County Jail.  

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04923  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sat May 18, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 300 block of N Main St for a hit and run accident. The run vehicle was located aban-
doned and impounded. Police are seeking the driver of the vehicle.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-04942  Officer:C Miller  Date:Sun May 19 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to 400 block of East College Road on report of a cold sexual assault.  Officers made an arrest 
in the case.

Case#: 13L-04944  Officer: Pierce  Date: Sun May 19 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
 Officers were contacted about a suspicious person sitting on a rock in the 100 block of East Maple Street. Officers 
found the subject was just taking a break on his walk home.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04952 Officer: Inman Date: Sun May 19 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Susan Galloway in the 400 blk. of N. 13th St. for DUID. Galloway is being held at the Prowers 
County Jail on $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04959     Officer: J. Sherrill      Date: 05/19/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 900 block of E. Olive St. on a report of a theft. A wallet with approximately $500.00 
was taken.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04961  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sun May 19, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block of N 9th St for a citizen assist. Officers assisted a wheelchair bound man get 
his wheelchair working again.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04964  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sun May 19, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1800 block of S Main St for a report of theft. Officers contacted the subject and deter-
mined they had stolen items on their person. Subject was charged and released.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-04970 Officer:C. Miller Date:Sun May 19 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 400 block Chadwick Way on a report of a domestic violence.  The officers issued an 
emergency protection order in this case.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04977  Officer: Raymundo Macias  Date: Mon May 20 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1400 blk of S. 13th St. to locate a wanted person.  Officers arrested the wanted person 
and Christi Bath, age 32 of Lamar, for obstruction.  Bath is being held at PCJ on a $750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-1306 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 17:36:51 05/20/13 R Rodriguez     UTL
Deputy Rodriguez was dispatched to the 700 blk of W. Park St. in Holly for a report of juveniles shooting BB 
guns towards a house.  The juveniles were not located.

——————————————————————————–
13P-1308 Domestic Violence              23:22:31 05/20/13 R Rodriguez     ACT
Deputy Rodriguez responded to the 400 blk of W. Cheyenne St. for a report of several 911 calls.  Rito Tarango, 
22 of Holly, was arrested for domestic violence and related charges.  Tarango is being held without bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-04985     Officer: J. Sherrill     Date: 05/20/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 600 block of S. 1st St. on a report of a theft. Two street signs valued at approximately 
$300.00 were taken.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-04992   Officer: P.Wilson     Date: Mon May 20 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 900 Blk of E. Olive St. on report of an unwanted party. Subject was contacted and told 
not to return to scavenge in the dumpsters.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-05012  Officer:C Miller  Date:Mon May 20 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to 2nd and Washington St on a report of two vehicles doing donuts in the parking lot.  Both 
drivers were eventually contacted and cited.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:  13L-05018  Officer:  R. Macias  Date:  Tue May 21 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a vehicle in the 600 block of North Main Street. Driver was revoked in regards to an alcohol 
conviction.  Driver was arrested and taken to Prowers County Jail where she is being held on a $1000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-05019 Officer: Inman Date: Tue May 21 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested William Elam in the 200 blk. of S. 2nd St. on an active felony warrant out of Prowers County. 
The subject is being held on $20,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-05046 Sgt. Losa Date:Tue May 21 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 300 block Country Village Rd on a report of a civil dispute over land.  The officer 
mediated and advised the citizens which proper agencies to contact regarding their property.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-05054 Officer: Inman Date: Wed May 22 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 blk. of E. Cedar St. for a suspicious party going through the trash. Officers con-
tacted the party and he was informed to leave.

——————————————————————————–
See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com
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Charity Scams for Oklahoma Tornado
Donations May Target Locally

Denver – Colorado Secretary of State Scott Gessler today urged 
Coloradans to ensure they donate wisely, so their contributions go to le-
gitimate charities that will meaningfully help victims, families, and Okla-
homa residents recover from this disaster. Gessler offered guidance to help 
Coloradans avoid scams and efficiently direct money to those in need.

“Tragedy like this moves people to help,” Gessler said. “Unfortu-
nately, we often see scams pop up in these situations. I want to make sure 
all the resources Coloradans donate to the recovery effort are getting to 
the right place.”

Making a Donation
Existing charities are more likely to have the sound management 

and experience to quickly respond to a disaster situation, and it will have 
a track record that you can review. If a charity is new, you may want to 
do further investigating. You can start at www.checkthecharity.com.

If you are solicited for a donation, call the charity to see if it is aware 
of the solicitation and has authorized the use of its name.

Verify with local charities any claims that the soliciting charity will 
support local organizations.

If you are solicited for a donation over the phone, consider visiting the 
charities website and donating online through a secured transaction.

When donating online, be sure you are visiting the official website 
of the charity you wish to support. Do not click on links to charities 
on unfamiliar websites or in texts or emails. These may take you to a 
lookalike website where you will be asked to provide personal financial 
information or to click on something that downloads harmful malware 
into your computer. Don’t assume that charity recommendations on Fa-
cebook, blogs or other social media have already been vetted.

If the charity is required to file the federal form 990, 990-EZ, 990-N, 
or 990-PF with the IRS, ask to see it. You are also entitled to see a copy of 
its IRS Application for Tax-Exempt Status and Determination Letter.

When considering gifts to an individual or family, ask the fundraiser 
whether there is a trust or deposit account established for their benefit. 
Contact the banking institution to verify the existence of the account, 
and check locally to confirm that there really is such a need.

When you decide to contribute to an individual or family, contrib-
ute by check that is payable to the charity or fund, not to an individual, 
and mail directly to the charity. Do not give cash.

You cannot deduct contributions earmarked for relief of a particu-
lar individual or family, even if they are made to a qualified charitable 
organization. Ask whether the charitable contribution is tax deductible, 
and verify with your tax advisor or the IRS. The fact that a charity has a 
tax identification number does not necessarily mean your contribution is 
tax-deductible. Ask for a receipt showing the amount of the contribution 
and stating that it is tax-deductible.

Ask what portion of the contribution will be paid to the charity and 
make a note of which specific programs your contribution will support.

Watch out for charities with names that sound similar to well-
known organizations. Sometimes these sound-alike names are simply 
intended to confuse donors.

Most charities soliciting funds in Colorado must be registered with 
the Secretary of State’s office. Ask for the solicitor’s registration number 
with the Secretary of State, and then confirm that the organization is 
registered and current with its filings at www.checkthecharity.com.

If you believe that you have been solicited by a fraudulent charity, 
please file a complaint with the Secretary of State (www.sos.state.co.us/
pubs/bingo_raffles/charity_complaint_form.pdf ), or the Attorney Gen-
eral (800-222-4444).

Lamar Man Driver of Semi in Train-Truck 
Crash in Campo

On Tuesday, May 28, 2013 at approximately 08:30 hours, an ac-
cident occurred on Highway 287 at milepost 9.8 just north of Campo, 
in Baca County, Colorado.  

A white 2000 Kenworth tractor pulling a flatbed style trailer, driven 
by Ernest Ray Hicks of Lamar, Colorado was traveling northbound on 
Highway 287. Witnesses stated that the Kenworth tractor trailer was 
approaching the railroad intersection and began to skid to a stop. The 

Kenworth came to a stop on the railroad tracks and failed to maneuver 
the truck off the tracks.  

A southwest bound Burlington Northern Santa Fe train collided 
with the Kenworth tractor trailer. The flatbed trailer collided with a 
nearby guardrail near the railroad intersection. The train continued to 
travel southwest, pushing the tractor trailer for approximately 1360 feet 
before coming to final rest.  

The driver of the Kenworth tractor trailer was transported to 
Southeast Colorado Hospital where he was then flown via flight for life 
to Colorado University of Aurora Burn Center for 2nd and 3rd degree 
burns.  

The engineer and conductor of the BNSF train sustained no injuries.  
According to an update from KKTV, the truck was fully engulfed 

in flames as it was being pushed down the track by the train.  It’s be-
lieved that Hicks was able to climb out of his truck by way of a window 
after the semi came to a complete halt.  A majority of the Campo Fire 
Department, about 20 volunteers, responded to the morning emer-
gency, including Campo Mayor Ray Johnson.

Summer Activities, Fundraising Planned
at Project HOPE

Members of the HOPE Center Coalition in Lamar attended what 
they thought would be the final monthly meeting before the summer 
break.  However, members agreed that there were too many projects 
that needed attention connecting the spring to the fall, so the monthly 
meetings will continue. 

The Coalition, which serves to benefit the Project HOPE Teen Cen-
ter at the former Lincoln Elementary School in Lamar, is in the process of 
receiving their 501C3, non-profit status.  There is still the need to finalize 
who will be the fiscal agent for future funding, which will probably be the 
RE-2 School Board although final details and an attorney’s signature are 
still pending.  The Coalition is waiting to learn if the application for the 
$81,000 JAG grant has been approved.  In an effort to facilitate future 
grant funding, Lori Hammer, Connie Jacobson and Byron Hall said they 
will attend the May 15 Philanthropy Day at Lamar Community Col-
lege. 

Summer activities were discussed for the students, including a trip 
to the zoo in Garden City, KS and to John Martin Dam.  Emily Ni-
eschburg from LiveWell outlined plans for a full day of activities on 
June 22 at Willow Creek Park.  Participants can run or walk around a 
planned route beginning at 9am that Saturday morning.  Live music has 
been planned during the lunch hour at the park with free swimming 
between 1pm and 5pm.  Some health oriented snacks and meals, as well 
as smoothies have been discussed, but donations will be gratefully ac-
cepted.  Various simple games are planned for 7pm to be followed by 
an outdoor movie at dusk, around 9pm.  The Coalition is searching for 
a popcorn machine to supply some snacks.  Other suggestions for the 
summer include a dance night and various games at the Teen Center at 
Lincoln School. 

Coalition members discussed ways in which students could become 
involved in fundraising events during the September 20, Pedal the Plains 
event which will be in Lamar that evening.  The organizing group is hop-
ing the community will develop food booths for the cyclists, perhaps as 
many as 1,200 to 1,500 who will be in town for dinner and breakfast 
on the 21st.   

One main summer activity will be development of the community 
garden just north of the school on Maple Street.  Students have been 
monitoring bedding plants which will be planted shortly, but the final 
irrigation system will have to be laid in. 

$250 is available to place a hydrant to water the garden and Wiley 
Work from the City of Lamar, as well as Keith Nidey, city councilman, 
have been volunteering their time to complete the project.  The Coali-
tion hopes to have that complete before the end of May. 

Emily Nieschburg briefed Coalition members on the progress being 
made by the Urban Land Institute and Colorado Health Foundation 
to fund as much as $1million based on a master plan developed from 
suggestions from Lamar residents.  The ULI was in Lamar for a week-
long needs study to help improve healthy lifestyles and prevent obesity.  
Nieschburg said the interview group was very impressed with the sug-
gestions made by local students, particularly the need for a replacement 
skateboard park.  Nieschburg said the application process is being fast-
tracked to a June 15 deadline which could have the funds granted by 
October. By Russ Baldwin
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Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 6am til 6pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing

3 Min. Lunches

Now Available at

Cow Palace Pasta Bar

Mon - Fri

Colorado Department of Agriculture Statement
on Legalities of Industrial Hemp

LAKEWOOD, Colo. – Colorado Deputy Commissioner of Agricul-
ture Ron Carleton today issued a statement concerning industrial hemp 
and the process for cultivating it in compliance with Amendment 64 and 
legislation recently enacted by the Colorado General Assembly.

“Since passage of Amendment 64, the Department has received nu-
merous inquiries from individuals who are interested in cultivating in-
dustrial hemp as a crop.  Unfortunately, there is considerable confusion 
about what both Amendment 64 and legislation approved by the General 
Assembly, SB13-241, actually did with regard to hemp.

“Amendment 64 did not authorize the immediate cultivation of 
hemp.  It instead directed the General Assembly to enact legislation gov-
erning the cultivation, processing and sale of industrial hemp.  This they 
have now done,” stated Carleton, in reference to SB13-241.  “This leg-
islation delegates to the Department the responsibility for establishing 
registration and inspection regulations and to have the rules finalized by 
March 1, 2014.  The bill also creates an advisory committee to help the 
Department in developing the regulations.  The measure is now awaiting 
action by Governor John Hickenlooper.

“Once SB13-241 becomes law, we will begin the rulemaking pro-
cess, working in consultation with the advisory committee.  While we 
will work diligently to complete this process as quickly as possible, it is 
unlikely that we will have rules setting up a registration and inspection 
system in place until early 2014.

“The General Assembly, with SB13-241, has made it clear that culti-
vation, for either commercial or research and development purposes, is 
not authorized unless the prospective grower first registers with the De-
partment.  That will not be possible until early 2014 as we do not expect 
the registration program to be in place before then.”

Individuals with questions concerning the upcoming rulemaking process 
may contact the Colorado Department of Agriculture at (303) 239-4100.

Fort Lyons Opening to Homeless Veterans this Fall
DENVER — Friday, May 24, 2013 —  The State of Colorado an-

nounced today the historical veterans’ facility in Bent County will begin 
serving veterans and chronically homeless individuals from across the 
state in late August.

The 550-acre facility, which served as a U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs hospital, sanatorium and prison before it closed in 2012, will offer 
participants supportive housing, health services, substance abuse treat-
ment, counseling and job training to enable them to transition success-
fully into independent living in the community of their choice.

“Those referred to Fort Lyon will have access to the supports they 
need to maintain housing and a healthy lifestyle as they make the transi-
tion off the streets and back into their communities,” said Pat Coyle, 
Director of the Colorado Division of Housing.

Gov. John Hickenlooper today signed SB 13-210 at the facility in 
Las Animas. The bipartisan legislation determines correctional officer 
compensation practices and designates the Fort Lyon property as a sup-
portive residential community for the homeless.

Fort Lyon will begin housing 80 clients by late fall; this will increase 
to 200 by July 2014, and could maintain a maximum capacity of 300 by 
July 2015.

The repurposing is part of Pathways Home Colorado’s ongoing ef-
fort to replicate best practice models, support regional priorities and be-
come more strategic in preventing and ending homelessness.

“In order to put an end to homelessness in the Colorado we need 
to think about new ways to serve the most vulnerable individuals in our 
state,” said Leanne Wheeler, a formerly homeless U.S. Air Force veteran. 
“At Fort Lyon we have the opportunity to lower the public cost for sup-
porting the chronically homeless by more than 60 percent,”

According to the Colorado Coalition for the Homeless, individuals 
who live on the street cost taxpayers $43,240 each year. Whereas, indi-
viduals who elect to stay at Fort Lyon will cost only $16,813.

After at least one-year of residency at Fort Lyon, clients will be eli-
gible to receive a Section 8 housing voucher from the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development to return to permanent housing in 
another community.


