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20th!!
OPEN APRIL

Mon. - Sat. 10am-6pm • Sun. 10am-5pm
Large Selection of Perennials - Bedding Plants - Herbs
Hanging Baskets - Vegetable Transplants - Shrubs

9 miles East of Lamar at 17707 Hwy. 50
Gayla Dowen

719.336.9110

Gift Certificates & Gift Shop
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Men’s Haircuts • Straight Razor
Shave • Hot Towels • Fades

LIFE CHANGING COLLEGE
Join us for our summer
semester!

Thrive @ LCC
Summer and Fall Registration is NOW OPEN!
www.lamarcc.edu

719.336.1580

LAMAR COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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Lamar City Council Enacts Water Restrictions
Acting on a recommendation from the Lamar Water Board, the city council voted in
favor of implementing Stage 1 Mandatory Water Restrictions, effective Thursday, May 2.
The decision was based on current drought conditions and lack of ditch water, although
the city’s well system is in good shape and has adequate supplies.
The restrictions state that water use will be only on even numbered days between 6pm
and 10am and prohibits use of hose washing of sidewalks, walkways, patios, driveways,
parking areas or other impervious surfaces; washing cars is permitted only by a hose with
a positive shutoff or by bucket, and the car must be parked on a grass surface. Flowers,
trees, shrubs and vegetable gardens may be watered with a bubbler system, drip irrigation
or hand held nozzle during the allowed hours. New radio-read water meters are starting
to be installed throughout the city and residents will find notices on the front doors of
their homes announcing their water may be briefly interrupted during the changeout.
Rick Akers, Parks and Recreation Director, said some city properties may be irrigated past
the allowable hours, but only because the immense land space cannot be watered in so
short a time span. The new irrigation system at the golf course can be regulated so as to
only water the greens and not the entire course. Josh Cichocki, City Water Manager, told
the council the well field has the capacity to pump beyond the 2.3 million gallons that was
used last week, but the levels of the wells dropped by ten inches over the past two weeks
because of increased usage. Violators of the restrictions will first be given a verbal notice,
but continued violations will be met with a fine.

313 S. 5th St.
Suite 1
Lamar, CO 81052

Protecting YOUR Family’s Standard of Living

FRONTIER BANK
www.frontierbankco.com

Please Visit Us Online @ www.theprowersjournal.com
Paul Westhoff, CDOT Resident Engineer, presented an overview of the department’s
funding system to move forward on the Lamar By-pass, now known as the Reliever Route.
What is known as RAMP funds, or Responsible Acceleration of Maintenance and Partnerships grants is available so long as the city and Prowers County will make a 20% match
of the costs of the program. In addition, CDOT will become responsible for maintenance
of Lamar’s Main Street. Federal funds for a five year, statewide road improvement system
total $1.5 Billion and the projected cost of the bypass is around $130 Million. One year
of the five year period is almost gone, Westhoff explained, stating the council has until
the end of April to make a pre-application for the funds. The county and the city will
be in partnership for the project with the city taking the lead. The council approved the
application, but wanted some written guarantees regarding the financial liability they are
assuming with the no-cost application. The Prowers County Commissioners recently
heard the presentation from Westhoff and said they would follow the city’s lead.
City Administrator John Sutherland reminded the public the council’s informal monthly
breakfast will be held May 1 at 7am at Rancher’s Restaurant and another Community Conversation is set for the HOPE Center at Lincoln School for Thursday, May 30
from 6:30pm to 8:30pm. The annual Good Morning Lamar Breakfast will be held from
6:45am to 7:45am at the Lamar Elks Lodge. City offices will be closed on Monday, May
27 for Memorial Day and the council meeting is moved to May 28. The complete article is available online at: theprowersjournal.com. By Russ Baldwin

Advertise your Yard Sale in the Prowers Journal
Deadline to be listed in print is Tuesday at 11:30 A.M.

KELLI HESS, Loan Officer
* We’re your Hometown Mortgage Lender
* Borrow here * Pay here * Local decisions
* Local Servicing * Great Rates
200 South Main Street
P.O. Box 988
Lamar, Colorado 81052
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Granada Hosts Prowers County Commissioner Meeting

FARM & RANCH
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

719.336.7802
Gene Cruikshank, Broker

www.cruikshankrealty.com

The Prowers County Commissioners continued their policy of community outreach
this past Thursday, April 18, holding their regular meeting at the Granada Complex. The
commissioners periodically hold their meetings in Granada, Wiley and Holly to stay acquainted with representatives in those communities and afford the residents an opportunity to meet with the commissioners. Students from the Granada school system also attended the meeting for a portion of their day. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by student
council members, Adam Hopper, Tarin Kemp, Shelby Holden and Johnny Gallegos from
the junior high school. The commissioners and their guests explained how the county
government system was organized and funded through taxes, their job descriptions and
answered questions from the students regarding gun safety legislation and school security,
concerns about job loss through the current drought, immigration laws for the county
and how they impact our economy and increased costs for electric power. The meeting
was also attended by Marsha Willhite, Holly Town Administrator.
Conditions at the Granada Landfill were reviewed by Trustee Jerene DeBono for the
commissioners. The town has been cited for deficiencies by the state health department
and, as DeBono recounted for the Trustees last week, has been told that they must be corrected or the landfill will be closed. No specific timeline has been mentioned, although
the affordability of some of the improvements, such as the purchase of a bulldozer, will
be a hindrance unless outside funding or an alternative can be found to the recommendations. Holly Town Administrator Marsha Willhite and Pat Mason, Lamar Pubic Works
Director, were present for the meeting and offered advice from their past, similar experiences. Willhite said Holly, like other communities, must have sufficient dirt on hand to
cover the working cell at the landfill and funds to enact covering and shutting down the
site, as well as maintaining it for the next 30 years. “We’ve budgeted between $30,000
and $40,000,” she said, but added that because of other past needs for the dirt, the monetary figure has been adjusted. DeBono stated that she believed in 2003, the county had
promised to offer assistance to Granada, at no cost, with equipment and manpower, if
they had to close their landfill. Mason explained that because the landfill cap and base
must contain a specific percentage of clay, communities usually need to purchase that
type of dirt when called for. Well tests also have to be conducted for thirty years after the
landfill is closed. DeBono felt that the town’s landfill plan is so dated, that the best course
of action would be to develop a new one. The cost of hiring a recycling firm was also
discussed as this could reduce the amount of refuse put into the landfill.
Electronic refuse disposal was also discussed with Lamar City Administrator John
Sutherland and Pat Mason discussing a state mandate on the proper way to dispose of
computers, screens, TV’s, cell phones and other electronic devices which had become a
part of our everyday life. The state mandate set July 1 of this year prohibiting disposal of
these items in a landfill. There is an exception that reads, “A board of county commissioners that does not have at least two electronic waste recycling events per year, or an ongoing
electronic waste recycling program may exempt its residents from the ban.” The complete
article is available online at: theprowersjournal.com.By Russ Baldwin

The

Apartments Available
Dana Christie, Administrator
(719) 336-7004
650 Kendall Drive
Lamar, CO 81052
www.legacyatlamar.com

Run Smart

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.

Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling
6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax: 719-336-8159

Commissioners, Businesses Continue to
Push for ARPA Meeting
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People still want answers from Arkansas River Power Authority regarding the electric
rate structure pertaining to the Lamar Repowering Project and the status and ownership
of the bonds sold to finance the conversion of the Lamar natural gas facility to the coal
generated plant. The plant has been offline since December before last. Construction cost
overruns exceeded the initial projections by about $100 million. Customers are now paying
for power purchased off a grid, but are also still paying the debt service associated with the
dormant plant. Some local major power purchasers approached the Lamar Utilities Board
last year with concerns about the costs they are incurring and why the rates are so high.
Jim Miller from the Ports to Plains Truck Plaza, Rick Robbins from Colorado Mills
and Doug Morris from JBS Five Rivers Feedlot have met with the utilities board, seeking an understanding on the rate levels as well as a meeting with ARPA representatives
on March 5 to address the same questions and the construction cost overruns. To date,
they, the Prowers County Commissioners and some members of the Lamar Utility Board
believe more information should be forthcoming from ARPA.
ARPA General Manager, Rick Rigel, provided written answers to some of those questions. Regarding the performance bonding company for the project, Rigel replied there
was no one specific company, but several performance bonds were selected individually
by the contractors and material suppliers associated with the project. Rigel replied that
the Repowering Project was funded through a series of bonds which is available in the
Official Statements for the bonds, but were too lengthy to outline in his written response.
He recapped that ARPA members voted in favor of issuing additional bonds beyond the
initial cost investment.
Bob Freidenberger, President of ARPA, sent a letter to the Prowers County Commissioners and Lisa Nolder, PCDI Executive Director on April 2 addressing in part, the electric
rate structure charged by the six ARPA member municipalities (Holly, La Junta, Lamar, Las
Animas, Springfield, Trinidad). Freidenberger said ARPA, “..has no ability to fix or determine the rates a member municipality charges its ratepayers. Questions regarding rates paid
by customers should thus be directed to the utility boards or councils of the individual member municipalities.” For Lamar customers, the entity would be Lamar Light and Power.
The Lamar Utility Board replied to Bob Freidenberger’s letter on April 12 and carbon
copied the Prowers County Commissioners among others, with their disappointment in
what they termed a limited response from ARPA.
“We are disappointed in your response to the Commissioners and would like to clarify that the individual member’s rates are structured around the ARPA wholesale rate. The
rate Lamar Utilities Board charges is primarily comprised of the ARPA rate and Lamar
Utilities Board has no direct input on what rate ARPA sets. In indicating that any concern
over the rates ought to be addressed by the local city and utility boards your summary
dismissed ARPA’s role in both setting the rates and the representative association of its
members. There is no question that the local utilities are held captive to the ARPA rate.
We believe that ARPA should take a more proactive role in dealing with these types
of customer concerns. We are disappointed with the ARPA decision in not allowing the
Prowers County Commissioners to take 30 minutes and meet with the ARPA board,
as they are elected officials who are concerned about ARPA and the local economy. We
believe that postponing this type of meeting until November is not to anyone’s advantage
and reflects negatively on the ARPA administration, as well as the member cities.”
The letter concludes by requesting ARPA President Freidenberger to reconsider and set
a meeting to address the concerns of the Prowers County Commissioners. By Russ Baldwin

The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Obituaries

Faustino Perez-Benitez - February 15, 1980 – April 18, 2013 - Mass of Christian

burial for Granada, CO resident Faustino Perez-Benitez will be 3:00 p.m. Thursday, April
25, 2013 at St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Lamar, CO.
Rosary/scripture service will be at 2:30. There will be no visitation. Faustino will be laid
to rest in Mexico. For more information or to leave online condolences visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Rita White - August 2, 1949 – April 18, 2013 - Memorial services for Lamar, CO resident, Rita L. White will be at 2 p.m. Friday, April 26, 2013 at Valley Memorial Funeral
Chapel in Lamar, CO. Inurnment will follow in the Fairmount Cemetery. Rev. Kathy
Leathers will officiate. Funeral arrangements are being handled by Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO.
Sim Hall - November 30, 1929 – April 17, 2013 - A Memorial Service for lifelong
Lamar resident Sim Hall was Saturday, April 20, 2013 at the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-Day Saints. Interment followed at Fairmount Cemetery. For current information
and online condolences visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
William C. “Bill” Branom - December 31, 1927 – April 7, 2013 - A “Going Home
Party” for Bill Branom was held on April 11, 2013 at the Hasty Friends Church in Hasty
with Pastor Gary Pritchard officiating. Bill passed on the eve of April 7th to be with His
Lord. As he rode off into the sunset on his red paint horse, perhaps many of you could
imagine Bill saying, “You little hammerheads, be good and I’ll see you later! Don’t forget
I have my bluebirds watching you all.” Memorial contributions may be made to the
Lamar Hospice or to the Hasty Friends Church either direct or in care of the Peacock
funeral office.
Erma L. Gallegos - December 17, 1942 – April 23, 2013 - Memorial services for Erma
Gallegos will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Friday, May 3, 2013 at Valley Memorial Funeral
Chapel in Lamar, CO. Per Erma’s request cremation has taken place. Funeral arrangements are being handled by Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO.

Colorado Job Situation – Unemployment Numbers
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(DENVER) — Nonfarm payroll jobs increased 500 from February to March to
2,353,600 jobs, according to the survey of business establishments. Private sector payroll
jobs increased 1,100 and government decreased 600.
Over the year, the unemployment rate declined one and one tenth of a percentage
point from 8.2 percent in March 2012. The number of Coloradans participating in the
labor force increased 18,400, total employment increased 47,400 and the number of unemployed decreased 29,100. The national unemployment rate declined from 8.2 percent
in March 2012 to 7.6 percent in March 2013.
Non-Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates for S.E. Colorado Counties
Mar 2013
Unemp
Feb 2013
Mar 2012
Unemp
Baca
3.9
84
4.3
4.2
100
Bent
8.5
176
9.7
8.9
204
Kiowa
4.2
37
5.2
4.1
40
Kit Carson
4.4
192
4.9
5.0
220
Las Animas
10.5
852
10.5
10.5
830
Crowley
8.8
143
9.9
9.5
160
Otero
9.7
859
9.8
10.0
905
Prowers
5.9
376
6.8
6.7
438

Upcoming Events

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.
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Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design • Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps
Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
email: lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com
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Thusday, April 25 - Prowers County Commissioners Meeting • Happy Bookers Meet-
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Friday, April 26 - LCC 75th Anniversary Homecoming Weekend • LCC Antelope

Each Wednesday from
these local businesses: And everyday!

ing - 7pm – 8pm • Movie Madness at the Lamar Public Library - 7pm – 8pm

Night • Urban Land Institute Assessment at Lamar High School 8am – 10:30am
Saturday, April 27 - Lamar High School Prom • Prairie Wars Cowboy Mounted
Shooting Event at Prowers County Fairgrounds • Relay for Life Hosts Traditional German Dinner at Lamar United Methodist Church •Wiley High School Prom • LCC 75th
Graduation Exercise 10am – 11am
Sunday, April 28 - LCC 75th Anniversary Barrel Race 11:30 am
Monday, April 29 - Lamar High School Academic Banquet
Tuesday, April 30 - PCDI Board of Directors Meeting 7:30am

Please Visit Us Online @ www.theprowersjournal.com

Frontier Bank
The Viaero Store
Perfect Ten
Pizza Hut
Holiday Inn Express
ALCO
LCC Wellness Center
Granada City Complex

Be sure to read
The Prowers Journal
online at
www.theprowers
journal.com

LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department
receives found property on a continual basis that includes bicycles,
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses
and numerous other items. These
items are kept for 6 months in an
attempt to locate the owners. We
encourage persons with lost property to contact the police department Monday through Friday
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Zonta Club to be
Financial Sponsor
The Zonta Club of Prowers
County will be the financial
sponsor for a delegate’s fee from
our area to the American Legion Auxiliary - Colorado Columbine Girls State. This year’s
session will be at Western State
Colorado University in Gunnison and is scheduled for June
9 - 14. Girls eligible to attend
must have completed their junior year of high school with
above average academic standing, have high moral character,
have interest in government and
current events and possess leadership qualities. This is a very
unique experience and one that
we hope a girl from our area will
be able to take advantage of.
All interested persons should
contact Kathy Wootten at 3367634 by April 30.

Filbeck Realty - For Sale
102 S. 8th Street
2 BR, 1 BA, Garage - $30,000
504 S. 12th Street
3BR, 1 3/4 BA, Garage - $75,000
5525 Hwy 50
4 BR, 2 BA, 36 Acres - $97,000
3 Reece Court
3 BR, 2 BA, Garage - $119,000
For more information,
call 719-336-4301
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Yard Sales

Yard Sale
31415 County Rd 6, Lamar – From Maple and 13th,
go West 1.5 miles and follow the signs – Saturday, April
27 from 8am to Noon. DVDs, books, games, luggage,
cell phone chargers, women’s clothes (11/12, 13/14, L,
XL), home decor, shelves, wedding dress, xmas decorations, misc. – Don’t miss this one!
Two Family Yard Sale
505 South 9th St., Lamar – Friday, April 26 and Saturday, April 27 from 8am to 2pm – Large assortment of
items, too many items to mention.

Misc.

Missing Dog!
Offering a $300.00 reward for a black toy poodle with
white on chest and chin – weighs between 5 & 7 lbs –
Goes by “Cookie”. Last seen, evening of April 6th. Call
435-459-2075.
For Sale
Used Electric Stove (no cord) and Refrigerator. Both
Old, Both Work – $60 for both-$35 apiece -688-9762
Community Get-Together
Continuing our efforts to reach out to our citizens, the
City of Lamar invites you to visit with your City Council
representatives at an informal breakfast. The next community breakfast get-together will be on Wednesday,
May 1, 2013, at Ranchers Restaurant. Please come share
your concerns with your City Council representatives.

Real Estate

Home for Rent
Remodeled 2 bed / 1 bath home for rent. 705 South 9th
St. Call 688-6348 for info.

Public Service Announcement:
Water Restrictions

At their regular City Council meeting Monday, April
22, 2013, Council made the decision to implement
mandatory watering restrictions. The City of Lamar
would like to extend a sincere “Thank You” to all of our
customers for their conscientious use of water during
the mandatory restriction period. Remember, water is a
precious resource in Colorado – use it wisely!
MANDATORY WATER RESTRICTION
REQUIREMENTS:
Stage 1 – Mandatory restrictions – Restrict days and
hours – outside watering is permitted only ON EVEN
NUMBERED DAYS OF THE MONTH and only
during the hours – BEFORE 10:00 a.m. or AFTER 6
p.m. No hose washing of sidewalks, walkways, patios,
driveways, parking areas or other impervious surfaces is
permitted; washing cars is permitted only by hose with
a positive shutoff or by bucket (car must be parked on
grass area); flowers, flower beds, trees, shrubs, vegetable
gardens may be watered with a bubbler system, drip irrigation system or hand held nozzle during the allowed
hours.
The watering restrictions will begin May 2, 2013 at
10:00 am.
For question regarding the watering restrictions, please
call 719-336-2002.

“Breaking the Ice: Philanthropy in
Southeast Colorado”
Lamar Community College will host a workshop detailing Philanthropy application protocols, Wednesday,
May 15th - 8:30am – 4pm. Cost: $65 before May 1st
and $75 after. Topics include budgeting, capital campaigns, marketing and more as well as a special lunchtime Funders Roundtable featuring representatives from
the Anschutz Family Foundation, Daniels Fund, and El
Pomar Foundation.
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Happy 98th Birthday
Aunt Frankie Breashears
on
April 24th
Love
Desiree and Fanci Anne
Veteran Information
Veterans, your continued good
health is important. Be sure to
call 719-336-7155 for your local
medical needs. Area Veterans,
you’ve served your country, let
the PMG VA Medical Clinic in
Lamar serve you. You can also
call 855-779-0833 to schedule
an appointment or to have your
questions answered.

Fiddlin’ Bill
Juniper Village at Lamar always
has a great time when Fiddlin’
Bill stops by!   He is for sure
one of a kind and you do not
want to miss this opportunity
to see some great musical entertainment. Bring the whole
family on May 3 from 6:00 to
8:00 pm and make some new
friends and unwind while having a great time.
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2013 Feed My Starving Children Event at
Lamar Community Building
“This will be the most fun you’ll ever have wearing a hairnet,” was the way the task of compiling food items was described for over 100 volunteers at the Lamar Community Building this past
Thursday evening.
This weekend, as most of them did three years ago, volunteers will assemble 100,000 meals
to be sent to thousands of starving children in developing countries. Feed My Starving Children
is a non-profit Christian organization committed to bringing relief to thousands of children in
70 countries who are hungry in body and in spirit. Volunteers assemble and hand-pack the dry
ingredients which are sent by FMSC once the packs are ready to go. Each meal costs 22 cents to
produce.
In 2010, 609 volunteers packed away 106,920 meals over the three day effort. That fed 293
children for a year. This past Thursday evening, 140 volunteers donned hair nets and received a
brief run down of the do’s and don’ts for sanitary precautions while the foods were assembled. Although everything is dry, they consisted of vitamins, vegetables, soy and rice.
All the ingredients were shipped in bulk bags and were then broken down to the four basic
elements to be assembled. Pastor Rory Gillespie of the Lamar Ministerial Alliance said there was
such a large turnout of volunteers that the number of assembling stations was increased to six from
the four used in 2010. Hours of operation were from 5pm to 7pm on Thursday and Friday, with a
mostly all-day event on Saturday. He added that the destination of the food was unknown until it
was ready to be shipped. Haiti was the destination of the food items in 2010. By Russ Baldwin

Granada Resident Dies in One Vehicle Accident
The Colorado State Patrol is investigating a one vehicle traffic accident that occurred on Prowers County Road 196 at approximately mile post 33.
At approximately 1030 last night (April 18, 2013), a 1991 Buick sedan was traveling east
bound on Prowers County Road 196, approximately 15 miles east of Lamar, when the vehicle traveled off the right side of the road. The driver over-corrected and the vehicle began to rotate counterclockwise as it went into a broadside skid back across County Road 196. The vehicle then ran off
the left side of the road traveling backwards, colliding with a ditch and rolling ¼ times onto its side
briefly. The vehicle then came to rest back on its wheels facing southwest.
During the crash the driver of the Buick was partially ejected. He was identified as 33-year-old
Faustino Perez-Benitez from Granada, Colorado and was pronounced dead at the scene by the
Prowers County Coroner. He was not wearing his seat belt at the time of the crash. The Colorado
State Patrol believes falling asleep while driving is considered the primary cause of the crash. Alcohol and drugs are not suspected to have been involved.

GoCo Reps Host Community Luncheon, Board Meeting
for Prowers County
Members of the State Board of the Great Outdoors Colorado Trust Fund wrapped up a busy
two day visit to Lamar and Prowers County this past Tuesday, April 16. GOCO uses proceeds from
the state lottery to provide funding for recreational outlets in Colorado and since 1994 has contributed $8.1 million for projects in Prowers, Baca and Bent counties. The funds throughout the state
are put to use for local and state parks, open space, wildlife and trail projects.
Board members visited several sites in Lamar and Prowers County on Monday that have received GOCO funding, including the Lamar Sports Complex. Tuesday, board members conducted
a public general meeting which reviewed finances, a 20th anniversary book project update, an
update on legislative issues, Colorado Parks and Wildlife investment proposals and an update on
state trail grant awards.
Board members also attended a community luncheon at the Lamar Community Building.
Chana Reed, former Lamar Chamber of Commerce secretary and southeast Colorado representative for GOCO, moderated an informal meeting which allowed community representatives to

highlight how GOCO helped fund projects in their areas.
Commissioners from Prowers, Bent and Baca counties were on hand, as well as John Sutherland, Lamar City Administrator, representatives from area schools, the Lamar Chamber of Commerce, Colorado Parks and Wildlife and others mentioned past, current and future projects funded
by GOCO. Diane Pool of the Prowers County Fair Board spoke about planned shower and restroom facilities at the fairgrounds to compliment the pavilion which was built several years ago using
GOCO funding, Talara Coen, principal of Alta Vista Charter School noted her funding which will
be used to purchase $100,000 for new playground equipment, John Sutherland explained how
development of Valco Ponds could be a cornerstone to improve the northern gateway into Lamar
for visitors, Debbie Watson, Wiley Town Clerk, spoke about how funding will help finance a community playground for her town, Joe Kasza detailed a similar project underway for McClave which
includes new equipment and a community pavilion which will be completed in the near future.
Other speakers included Rick Akers, Lamar Parks and Recreation Director, Lyndon Gill, Bent
County Commissioner, Pat Palmer, Prowers Lodging Panel President and Ruthie Esgar of Wiley
who thanked GOCO officials for funding used to refurbish the Rock School in her town.
GOCO board members conduct similar outreach meetings in Colorado communities throughout the year. They provide members with a hands-on look at the way in which funding is used to
improve the quality of life for state residents. By Russ Baldwin

Urban Land Institute Conducting Health Seminars in Lamar
Persons affiliated with the local medical community and interested citizens in general attended
a briefing regarding a series of interviews delving into health concerns for Lamar residents. Several
panelists and members of the Urban Land Institute were introduced to the gathering by Edward
McMahon, Senior Fellow for Sustainable Development, from ULI, following their afternoon tour
of Lamar. The panelists are in town through the week to conduct a health-oriented study of what
citizens feel is most needed to improve the lifestyle and health of the community and its residents.
Lamar is slated to receive a $1 Million dollar grant to use for those improvements.
Members of the group met at the Lamar Community Building for introductions on Monday
evening, as well as a brief outline of the scope of their work in Lamar. Tuesday, April 23, was devoted to ULI panelists interviewing community leaders, stakeholders and volunteer residents who
had signed up for the series of one hour group interview. The confidential assessments will be used
to identify key opportunities for building health places in Lamar, one of three communities in the
state chosen for the grants. The others were the City of Arvada and the Westwood neighborhood
in Southwest Denver. Lamar is the only rural area selected and will become a model for future
comparisons.
Once the interviews are complete, the panelists will spend Wednesday and Thursday preparing
a report on their findings based on the interviews and recommendations. The presentation to the
community will be made this Friday at 8am at the Lamar High School auditorium. The public is
invited to attend the two hour session.
The Healthy Places project was initiated by the Colorado Health Foundation which has a
$4.5 million grant to be spread over a five year study and development of healthy communities in
Colorado. Following the panel’s findings, Lamar will be able to apply for up to $1 million from the
Foundation to help bring the recommendations into reality. Counties in southeast Colorado have
the highest obesity rates and the highest poverty rates in the state. 28% of adults in the Region 6
area are listed as obese and 17% of children are in that category. As of 2010, one in every three
children in Prowers County was listed as living in poverty. Emily Nieschburg of LiveWell said the
funds will be used to help leverage additional dollars to put into the selected programs. By Russ
Baldwin

Discount Spay/Neuter Coupons
The Second Chance Animal Rescue Foundation is currently sponsoring a discount spay and
neuter program. From now until April 30, you can get your cats or dogs “fixed” for just $35 per
animal with a coupon. They even offer special free coupons for pit bulls or pit bull mix dogs.
Quantities are limited and some restrictions apply so call your vet today! Participating vet offices
include Eaton Veterinary Clinic (336-5068), Lamar Veterinary Clinic (336-8484), and Big Timbers Veterinary Hospital (336-2253).

Food Pantry Donations

Bingo Benefit

Donations to the Holly Ministerial Food Pantry can be made to
P.O. Box 549 in Holly, Colorado,
81047.  The food pantry is open
between 11am and 2pm on the
fourth Friday of each month at
124 South Main Street in Holly.  Call Pastor Kurtis Klinghammer for more information at 719537-6060.

There will be a Bingo Night Benefit Fundraiser for Carol Owens
at Lamar Community Resource
Center on Friday, May 3rd, located at 407 E. Olive. The Silent Auction is from 4:30-6:00
PM and Bingo is from 6:00-8:00
PM. Carol was recently diagnosed with cancer and proceeds
will help cover costs.

Wake Up Workout
Need an early morning
workout to get you going?
Then this is the perfect
class for you! This is Yoga
and Toning class taught by
Mary Minor. Designed to
relieve stress, to keep you
motivated and help you
stretch yourself into a New
You!
Classes meet every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:00
AM and on Thursday Evenings at 7:00 PM at the
Community Building. The
cost of these classes is the
Daily Visit Fee or you can
use your punch card or annual pass.
Caregivers Guide to
Managing
     Stress  

We hold our loved ones near and
dear to our heart, but sometimes
life can be overwhelming taking
care of our loved ones. On April
30 at 5:30pm Juniper Village will
be offering ways to manage stress
along with Southeast Mental
Health Services.  This will be a very
informative time to take control of
situations and be stress free!
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Weekend Local Scores:

Baseball

Lamar 16 – Dolores Huerta 0
Lamar 11 – Dolores Huerta 0
Las Animas 15 – County Line 3
Las Animas 8 – County Line 0
Eads 15 – County Line 12
Eads 9 – Granada 6
Cheyenne Wells 9 – Holly 4
Cheyenne Wells 9 – Holly 5

Girls Soccer:

St. Mary’s 10 – Lamar 0
Lamar 0 – Colorado Springs 0
Fountain Valley 7 – Lamar 0
Tiger Relays
Lamar – 5th of 29
McClave – DNP

Boys Track:

Tiger Relays
Lamar – 11th of 28
McClave – 17th of 28

Sports Schedules

Apr 25

La Junta @ Lamar

Apr 26
		
		
Apr 27
Apr 30

Lamar @ La Junta
Manzanola @ Holly
Granada @ Cheyenne Wells
County Line @ Swink
Districts 1st Round – Home sites

Girls Soccer
Apr 25
Apr 26

Track

Apr 27
		

Lamar
Apr 27
Apr 29
Apr 30
May 1

Holly:
Apr 24
		
		
Apr 25
		
Apr 29
		
Apr 30
		

Area School Activities
Prom
Academic Letter Awards Ceremony @ 7pm
Washington Kindergarten Ground-Up
FFA Banquet @ 6:30 in the Community Building
Ag Fest, Grades 5 & 6
FCW @ 6pm
Project Fair
FFA Banquet
K-6 Rehearsal
K-12 Music Concert @ 6:30pm
K-6 Rehearsal
Elementary Care Cat @ 8am
Good Citizen Assembly

McClave:

Girls Track:

Baseball
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Trinidad @ Lamar
Lamar @ Vanguard
Springfield – Wiley, Lamar, Holly, Granada,
McClave

Apr 24
		
Apr 25
Apr 26
Apr 27
Apr 29
Apr 30
		
		
May 1
		
		
		

Wiley:
Apr 24
		
		
Apr 25
Apr 27
Apr 30
		
May 1
		
		
		
		
		
		

Ag Fest, 5th Grade @ LCC
Project Fair in Lamar
FFA Banquet @ 6:30
Bio Environmental Class Field Trip
Seniors leave on Senior Trip
K-3 Spelling Bee @ 9:30am
ACT Testing – Juniors only
Boy’s and Girl’s Basketball Parent Meeting @ 5:30pm
in Mrs. Randel’s Room
Last day of Senior Trip
FFA District Officer Elections @ 6pm in the Lamar
Community Building
Teacher Appreciation and Hamburger Fry
Project Fair @ LCC
District FFA Officer Elections
STUCO Elections
Pre-School Field Trip to Rundell Farms
Prom
3rd Grade Field Trip to Pueblo Airport
NHS/STUCO Inductions @ 3:30
FCCLA Spring Planning @ 9am
Junior High Cheer Tryouts @ 4:30
1st Grade to Garden City Zoo
District FFA Officer Elections @ 6pm in Lamar
Accountability @ 5:30
Community Meeting @ 6 in the library, Learning
Landscapes and new playground plans

Home Room Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.

Step Aerobics at the
Community Building

If you’re looking to improve endurance and flexibility or increase
your cardiovascular health, come
join Mary Minor for Step Aerobics
at the Lamar Community Building. Classes are held on Monday
and Wednesday nights from 6:007:00pm. Cost of the class is the
daily visit fee, punch card, or annual pass.

Star is Born
Celebrate a birth in your family with the “Star is Born”
program at Prowers Medical
Center.   Contact the PMC
Foundation at 719-3367065 for information about
the New Beginnings Birth
Center’s “Starry Blue Night”
commemorative wall.
Big Timbers Museum
New Hours of Operation
Winter Hours: – Sept.1 to May 31

Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.

Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31

Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays, Mondays,
and County Holidays

Law Enforcement
Case#: 13L-03711 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Sun Apr 14 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Tiffany Tiller at S. Main & Elm St. driving under restraint. Tiller was arrested and transported
to the PCJ and held on a $750 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03684 Officer: Pierce Date: Sun Apr 14 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 800 block of Yucca Drive on a report of a possible fight between a man and woman.
Officers contacted the involved parties but found no evidence of criminal activity.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03680 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Sun Apr 14 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Patrick Appel in the 200 Blk of W. Olive. Appel was found to have an active warrant. Apple
was placed into custody, transported to the Prowers County Jail and held on a $2,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03675 Officer: M. Harris Date: Sat Apr 13, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Clarissa Coberly (40), of Lamar during a traffic stop. Coberly was found to be driving on a
cancelled license. Coberly was transported to Prowers County Jail and is being held on a $1,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0970 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 14:55:04 04/15/13 J Parker OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the area of Cnty Rd 8 and Hwy 50 on a report of a man beating a child in a vehicle.
Deputy found a mother was having problems with a child taking off his seatbelt. The mother moved the child
to the front seat to make sure he stayed secure. Nothing criminal observed.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03796 Officer: Inman Date: Wed Apr 17 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Michael McCoy in the 1600 blk. of S. 11th St. on three active arrest warrants out of Prowers
County. McCoy is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $1,047.00 cash only bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0985 Criminal Mischief
09:22:29 04/17/13 J Parker
INA
Det. J. Parker received a report of a Criminal Mischief in the 200 blk of Main St. in Wiley. A window to a business was broke out sometime during the night.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0988 Abandoned Vehicle
10:41:41 04/17/13 J Parker
OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the 7000 blk of Cnty Rd FF on a report of a vehicle blocking part of the roadway. A
car was stuck in the barrow ditch and the front half of the car was in a lane of traffic. The owner was not able to
be contacted and the vehicle was towed due to it being a traffic hazard.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0995 PI Accident
06:20:37 04/18/13 J Parker
ACT
Det. parker was notified of a head on crash in the intersection of CR 7 and Hwy 50. Colorado State Patrol
handled the accident.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1001 Wanted Person
11:19:27 04/18/13 G Bellomy
OHS
Daimon Lanckriet, 19 of Lamar, was arrested on a Prowers District Court Warrant for Failure to Comply. Bond
is set at $5,000.00.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03831 Officer: Inman Date: Thu Apr 18 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Mary Elizabeth Appel in the 400 blk. of E. Oak St. on the charge of harassment. Appel is being
held at the Prowers County Jail on $1,500.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-03837 Officer: Kenny Davis Date:04/18/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to 1708 S 9th St. concerning a pit bull that had dug under the fence and was on
its chain in the alley. The owner was contacted and the pit dog moved to where it did not have access to the alley.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1007 Courthouse Security Incident 10:07:04 04/19/13 B Settles
OHS
Dep. Settles and Sr. Dep. Manly arrested Fritz Sturges, 68 of rural Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse on
a warrant out of the Bent County Combined Courts docket number 2013CR000010. Sturges is being held on
$1,000,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1019 Court Mittimus
17:54:59 04/19/13 Blank
OHS
Larry Dean Coberley, 46 of Lamar, turned himself on a 30 day Prowers County mitt for DWAI.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1020 Fire
19:09:56 04/19/13 R Rodriguez NCR
Deputy Rodriguez and Posse Deputy Harris contacted a vehicle at mile marker 66on Hwy 287. The driver was
on the phone with 911 at time because hay in the back of the pickup caught on fire. The driver was able to put
out the flames. No damage was done to the pickup.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1022 Court Mittimus
20:08:33 04/19/13 K Morgan
OHS

Dakota Abling, 20 of Lamar, turn himself in on a 60 day Court Mittimus for Assault.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1023 DUI
23:51:27 04/19/13 R Rodriguez CAA
Deputy Rodriguez arrested Christopher Fox, 32 of Lamar, for DUI-D and related charges. Fox was contacted in
the 100 blk of N. Main St. in Lamar for not having taillights. Fox is being held on a $1000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1037 DUI
14:06:42 04/22/13 T Weisenhorn CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 11000 Blk of Hwy 196. Jasper Church was arrested for
DUID, DUR, No Insurance, and Weaving. Church is being held on $1000.00 bond. Patrick Orozco was arrested for Poss. of Synthetic Cannabinoids, MIP, and Poss. of Drug Paraphernalia. Orozco is being held on
$750.00 Bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-1038 Administrative report
15:38:18 04/22/13 T Gomez
OHS
Medical emergency at the Prowers County Court house. While a male subject was exiting the County Court
house, he attempted to hold the north door open when it was blown shut by a gust of wind. The fingers on his
right hand were caught between the door and the frame preventing the door from closing.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03951 Officer: R. Macias Date: Mon Apr 22 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Domonick Torres, 18 of Lamar, in regards to a warrant. Torres was arrested and transported
to Prowers County Jail. Torres is being held on a $10,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03953 Officer: Sgt. Gonzales Date: Mon Apr 22 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
On April 22, 2013 at approximately 1243 hrs. Officers arrested Christopher John Fox of Lamar, for Possession
of a Schedule 1- Controlled Substance / Methamphetamine; and an outstanding Prowers County warrant. He
was transported to PCJ and is being held on $50,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03958 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Mon Apr 22, 2013 MEDIA RELEASE:
Lamar Police K9 was used to check a vehicle on Picasso Court. Methamphetamine was located in the vehicle.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-03962 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Mon Apr 22 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 400 Blk of Oak Rd on report of a juvenile being hit. Officer investigated and
found an altercation had taken place at the Lamar Middle School. Both juveniles were issued citations.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-03963 Officer: P. Wilson Date: Mon Apr 22 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Christopher Hart (33) was arrested for DUR. Hart was transported to PCJ and held on a $1,000.00 bond.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com
Lamar Police Make Two Drug Arrests, Days Apart
Between Thursday of last week and this past Monday, April 22, the Lamar Police Department arrested two persons in two separate incidents involving the Schedule 1 drug, methamphetamine. Acting on a search warrant, police arrested 52 year old Gregory Leschinsky at 508 West
Logan Street. Undisclosed amounts of narcotics and items relating to the distribution of meth
were found. Additional charges are pending on other individuals in the residence during the arrest. Leschinsky was held on a $50,000 bond.
The other arrest occurred on Monday when police, acting on information stopped a vehicle
driven by Christopher Fox on Picasso Court, near the end of South 14th Street in Lamar. Mr.
Fox was arrested for Possession of a Schedule 1 Controlled Substance, methamphetamine, and an
outstanding Prowers County warrant. He was transported to PCJ and is being held on $50,000
bond.

National Drug Take-Back Initiative
The Lamar Police Department will be participating in the National Drug Take-Back Initiative
in cooperation with the Drug Enforcement Administration on April 27, 2013 from 10:00 a.m.
to 2:00 p.m. The program is designed for people with unwanted and unused prescription drugs
to safely dispose of those medications. The collection point will be in the front of the south end
of the city complex. Please feel free to pull into the front driveway from Parmenter Street and
exit at Pearl Street. There will be representatives on hand to assist with the collection. There is no
charge for the collection of the prescription medications. No needles or other medical supplies
will be collected during this time. Anyone with old or unwanted medications are encouraged to
take part in the program.

April 24, 2013

SDS, Inc.

In 1964, Colorado incorporated twenty community-centered boards (CCBs) across the state with the purpose of providing case management and residential services to people with
developmental disabilities within their own integrated communities. For nearly fifty years, Southeastern Developmental Services, Inc. (SDS) has been the sole provider of long-term care
services for people with developmental disabilities in Prowers,
Baca, Kiowa and Eastern Bent counties. Without SDS, people
with disabilities in these areas would have limited options for
the vital services they need to thrive in their own non-institutionalized communities.
The mission of the organization is to support individuals
with developmental disabilities within their local communities, to assist in the person achieving their fullest potential for
vocational and integrated living, and becoming an integral and
responsible community citizen. We pride ourselves in treating
each person as an individual. We constantly balance each individual’s goals with their medical and psychological well-being.
With a holistic approach, SDS provides a full-spectrum of
services for children to geriatrics and those with varying needs
of support. These include comprehensive residential services
provided through group homes, day programs offering an expansive array of individualized activities, vocational training,
early childhood intervention, adult supported living, and intensive case management. The benefit of living in a rural community allows each person receiving services to be more than
a client of SDS – they’re family. Eighty-four people are served
through the organization.
SDS employs approximately 60 people, including direct
care professionals, medical personnel, office staff, a restorative
aide and case managers. We also contract with numerous people to provide services such as; infant stimulation, accounting,
computer technical assistance, speech therapy, behavioral therapy, occupational therapy and physical therapy. SDS uses local
vendors whenever possible and does the majority of purchasing our maintenance supplies, automobiles, groceries, clothing,
and etc. in Lamar.

We are a non-profit that is overseen by a nine member
board of directors. Loretta Johnson, Ruth Porter, Linda Harbour, Dennis Pearson, Mike Renken, John Munez, Amy Karr,
Maxine Spell & Mario Figueroa.
As a non-profit we do depend on donations to sponsor our
clients for outings and community events. The citizens of Lamar have been very generous in supporting the clients. Ye
Olde Rummage Shoppe has been a huge supporter of SDS for
many years and employs several of our clients.
SDS is also a training facility for our clients. Many of our
clients wish to be employed in the community. We have a
group of individuals who do yard work, cleaning of parking
lots, window washing and car detailing. They are always open
to obtaining more jobs. Please call us for an estimate.
Staff members are available to meet with local businesses
to assist in carving out employment for individuals. Several of
our clients have successfully been employed in Lamar.
SDS likes to be part of giving back to our community. We
do this through a $500 annual scholarship that is awarded
every spring. The scholarship is in memory of Walter Ely.
Walter was part of the SDS family for many years. Walter collected cans throughout the area and he had many people who
saved all their cans for him. SDS has a collection bin on the
south side of the building where we still collect cans to earn
funding for the scholarship and for the clients to participate in
activities. We appreciate all the support we receive from all of
you who donate your cans.
Currently we are hiring for “fill in” direct care professionals. Stop by and pick up an application. SDS is a great place
to be! If you have any questions or would like more information please contact us at 1111 South 4th Street or 719-3363244 or kengsberg@sdsccb.com

1111 South 4th St. - 719-336-3244

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner

COW PALACE INN
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Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 6am til 6pm

Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn
Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions
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An All Too Familiar Sight
The eastern plains endured another brief dust storm that closed highway 50 west of Lamar on Tuesday, April 23, dropped temperatures by 30
degrees through the afternoon and briefly dropped muddy rain along the
streets and splattered almost every vehicle that went through the car wash
in the past couple of days. No highway accidents were reported which is
a better deal than Pueblo area residents had last week when wind storms
scattered parts of buildings along I-25, causing that highway to be closed
and caused several accidents.
Prowers County enjoyed a dusting of snow overnight Monday and
again on Tuesday afternoon, but only a trace of precipitation came from
it. The county is still under D4 and D3 drought classifications, as is most
of southeastern Colorado. The City of Lamar announced mandatory
water restrictions will be in effect as of May 2.
The Colorado Water Conservancy Board released its most recent
Drought Update for Colorado:
Recent weeks have brought increased precipitation in the northern
portion of the state and cooler temperatures have helped to maintain
snowpack; levels in the northwest corner have reached near normal conditions and statewide snowpack has increased to 90% of normal. However, the southern portions of the state are experiencing rapid deterioration
of conditions and the eastern plains have seen devastating dust storms.
Storage remains below average and water providers are preparing for continued drought conditions throughout the spring and summer.
• As of the April 16, 2013 US Drought Monitor, 100% of Colorado
is experiencing some level of drought classification. D1 (moderate) and
D2 (severe) cover 69% of the state, while D3 (extreme) accounts for
an additional 25%. 14% of the state is now experiencing exceptional
drought (D4), a decrease from last month.
• Spring snow storms have brought significant gains in the snowpack of the northern portions of the state; with the Yampa/White, North
Platte and Colorado basins all near normal at 98, 102 and 103% respectively. The lowest snowpack in the state is in the Upper Rio Grande basin

(70%) while the Southwest basin is experiencing 71% and the Arkansas
is at 79% of normal for the water year. The Gunnison and the South
Platte have also seen increases and are now both at 88 % of average. *
• Despite recent gains in snowpack municipalities and water providers are still responding to drought conditions with both mandatory
and voluntary watering restrictions throughout the spring and summer
demand season. The CWCB drought response portal www.COH2O.co
continues to help individuals determine the restrictions in their specific
community.
• As of the first of April, statewide reservoir storage is at 71% of average. The highest storage levels are in the Yampa/White River Basin, at
105% of average while the lowest storage in the state is the Rio Grande
River basin at 54% of average. All other basins range from 55% to 84%
of average. Last year this time the state was at 108% of average reservoir
storage.*
• Surface Water Supply Index (SWSI) values have largely decreased
across the state over the last month and all values remain negative. Below average reservoir storage and streamflow forecasts contribute to these
values and data reflect conditions on April 1, 2013. Recent storms have
helped to increase streamflow forecasts by as much as 10% in portions
of northern and central Colorado, a component of the SWSI, however
despite the increase they remain well below average.
• The long term experimental forecast for April through June of this
year is projecting above normal moisture for the eastern plains of the
state. Additionally, the Climate Prediction Center at NOAA is forecasting above average temperatures statewide and persistent drought conditions across western portions of the state, with some relief possible on the
eastern plains.
• The National Interagency Fire Center Predictive Services outlook
indicates normal wildland fire potential is expected across most of Colorado from May into July.
• A report from the USFS on Bark Beetles in the Rocky Mountain
Region indicates that 4.2 Million acres of land in Colorado and adjacent
lands in southern Wyoming have been affected by Mountain Pine Beetle,
but the outbreak of the last decade is largely on the decline. However,
Spruce beetle is on the rise and is expanding from southern Colorado
north toward the Gunnison region.

