
Planning Underway for Annual 9/11 Tribute in Lamar
A repeat performance of the local tribute to 9/11 first responders is over a half year 

away, and an organizational meeting to map out the second annual event was held this 
past Monday, February 4,  at the Lamar Chamber of Commerce offices.

Doug Harbour, working with Voices of Southeast Colorado and Voices Unidas, origi-
nated the first tribute on September 11, 2012, entitled, “We Shall Never Forget 9/11” 
which was held at the Prowers County Courthouse.  Harbour is planning another tribute 
which will be held on Saturday, September 14, 2013 at the Prowers County Fairgrounds.  
He recently requested and received a waiver of fees for the facility from the Prowers Coun-
ty Commissioners. 

There will be a lot of similarity between the first event and the one set for this Septem-
ber, but Harbour is seeking to broaden the appeal to the public and the offerings which 
can be featured at the fairgrounds.  Preliminary ideas include an opening parade to the 
fairgrounds which could be staged either from Willow Creek Park or downtown Lamar, 
honoring and selecting the parade’s Grand Marshall, a community barbecue at noon, a 
chili cook-off, entertainment for children and a series of vendor’s booths which could 
highlight the operation of various EMS, Police, Fire and First Responder groups from a 
three state region.

Although the concept is in its earliest stages, Lamar Fire Chief Marshall Cook and 
Prowers County Undersheriff Ron Trowbridge recommended communicating with re-
gional representatives as soon as possible, making them aware of the event and clearing 
time on their calendars to be able to attend. By Russ Baldwin
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PMC Begins HVAC/Electric Upgrade Program
The Prowers Medical Center $5M expansion proposal was defeated last May by area 

voters. Part of the package included upgrades to the hospital’s HVAC (heating-venting-air 
conditioning)and electrical system, approximately $1million. Despite the lack of needed 
votes for the bond, the need for the upgrades remains. The PMC board of directors is 
following examples set by Lamar Community College and the City of Lamar, entertain-
ing a proposal from Honeywell Building Solutions representatives Kevin Taylor and Gary 
Brengard, during the board’s monthly meeting, Wednesday, January 23.

LCC has already used the services of Honeywell, installing energy efficient windows 
and HVAC systems and the City of Lamar recently signed on for similar improvements 
to various municipal buildings, starting with the Lamar Community Building and just 
recently, upgrades to the lighting system at the Lamar Airport.

Brengard and Taylor presented an overview of the hospital’s needs and an assessment 
of the basic infrastructure including an inefficient boiler system using equipment from 
1991 and 1976, lack of HVAC redundancy in some critical care areas, several separate 
areas of the hospital sharing one thermostat for heating and cooling and improvements 
in other departments. The representatives said if their plans were approved, they could be 
incorporated into the hospital’s master plan and they would work with architects to make 
sure that any early alterations would dovetail with construction done later. Taylor said, 
“We don’t want to make improvements in one area that’ll have to be changed later.” The 
board gave approval for Honeywell to move forward with the basic grant application and 
report back to the board next month. This portion of the proposal is conducted without 
any financial obligation on the part of the hospital. Honeywell helps secure grants and 
loans which can be paid back through lowered utility costs over the life of the contract.

The board approved close to two dozen medically oriented policies for hospital staff, 
ranging from arrangements for home oxygen care to medications for use in newborns, 
maternal transfer and chest physiotherapy. The majority of the policies deal with cardio-
pulmonary care or the New Beginnings Birth Center at the hospital. Seventeen consultive 
medical care providers had their credentials approved in either High Risk OB or Radiol-
ogy departments.

Dr. John Abbott, Chief of Medical Staff, said there’s a need to develop a system of tak-
ing shared off-duty calls between physicians at Prowers Medical Center and High Plains 
Community Health Center. Abbott said High Plains has three physicians and one mid-
level provider while PMC has two physicians and one mid level provider. He noted there 
is a potential for physician burn out until a workable system is in place. Abbott noted the 
extra hours can be attributable to a decrease in future hiring’s as well as impact physician 
longevity in the hospitals.

Prowers Medical Center has outgrown their family practice clinic on Carson Avenue in 
Las Animas. Board members approved a two year rental agreement to lease office space at 
the Bent County Nursing Service. PMC patients will soon be able to receive treatment from 
the nurse practitioners who staff the facility. CEO Craig Loveless said the new location will 
provide easier parking and allow better access to patients once the operation is open.

Loveless briefed the board on a declining need for beds at the hospital, a situation, 
he explained, that was part of a national trend, not just limited to PMC. He noted that 
provider referrals had also dropped in the past months, and he and Audrey Kane, Chief 
Financial Officer, would address the issue for means to turn around the decline. As part 
of hospital services, Loveless said Prowers Medical Center would strive to develop hospital 
team member participation in various community events, encouraging different hospital 
staff members to take part, beyond those who have an on-going relationship with public 
events. He also noted the market share of OB-GYN cases for 2012 had declined in the 
hospital’s general coverage area. By Russ Baldwin

Bond Hearing for Abling Set for February 20 
Marla Abling was ordered to appear in Prowers County District Court on February 

20 at 11am for a continuation of charges against her of second degree murder and do-
mestic violence.  Abling appeared before Judge Stanley Brinkley Wednesday morning, 
February 6, in reference to the death of Rory Alba, age 45, of Lamar on January 23.   She 
was represented by Raymond J. Torres, Office Head of the Colorado Public Defenders 
Office in La Junta as well as Public Defender Russell Zane.  The people were represented 
by District Attorney Jennifer Swanson. 

 A bond hearing for Abling will be held on the 20th as well as a case management 
conference.  Bond was set at $100,000 following her arrest.  Judge Brinkley informed 
her that if she meets bail, she will be required to attend the February 20 hearing.  Abling 
was turned back over to the Prowers County Sheriff ’s Department following her court 
hearing. By Russ Baldwin



Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Your FREE copy of The Prowers 
Journal is available each Wednesday at:

Thriftway in Lamar
Reyman’s Grocery in Holly

The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply

North Love’s Store
Taco Johns

A and B Liquor
Daylight Donut

 & 50+ Other Businesses
Be sure to read The Prowers Journal 

online at www.theprowersjournal.com

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011
valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

valleymemorialfc.com

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

Please Visit Us Online @ www.theprowersjournal.com

Obituaries
George Simmons Sr. - March 8, 1944 – January 28, 2013 - Memorial services for 
George “Jay” Simmons, Sr. were held Tuesday, February 5, 2013 at Valley Memorial Fu-
neral Chapel in Lamar, CO.  Rev. Harold Bohl officiated.  For more information or to 
leave online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com. 
Artemio “Mike” Hernandez Jr. - February 3, 1964 – January 30, 2013 - A Mass of 
Christian burial for Odessa, Texas resident and former Wiley resident, Artemio “Mike” 
Hernandez, Jr. was held on Wednesday February 6, 2013 at the St. Francis de Sales/Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Lamar.  For additional information and online 
condolences please visit the website at peacockfuneralhome.com.
Darrel Seufer - July 8, 1922 – February 1, 2013 - Funeral services for longtime Holly, 
CO resident, Darrel Seufer, were held Wednesday, February 6, 2013 at the First Christian 
Church in Holly, Colorado. Rev. Kurtis Klinghammer and Rev. Mike Lewis co-officiated.  
Burial followed in the Holly Cemetery with Military Committal Rites by the Holly VFW 
Post #4281. For more information or to leave online condolences please visit the website 
at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Light Plant Parts Arriving in Spring
The Lamar Repowering Project may not refire its boilers for new emissions tests until 

this July, according to Light Plant Superintendent, Houssin Hourieh.  Hourieh informed 
Utility Board members that a deal to purchase two 600HP air compressors was finalized 
by the boiler manufacturers on January 18.  Babcock and Wilcox will use the new equip-
ment to inject ammonia and for carbon monoxide mixing in the boiler.  The compressors 
will be delivered at the end of May.  Hourieh said the equipment is part of the modifica-
tions being done to the boilers to help achieve maximum efficiency without exceeding 
emissions standards.  A holding pad for the boilers must be constructed before installation 
can begin.  The superintendent added that ARPA and LUB are negotiating with Babcock 
and Wilcox over who will bear the brunt of installation costs. 

Plant operators continue to upgrade dated equipment at the power plant includ-
ing the 24.9KV substation’s circuit breaker which was built in the 1960’s.  The search 
for replacement parts is limited as they were constructed in the 1960’s.  Superintendent 
Hourieh said he ‘s working with representatives from Honeywell and Professional Meters 
Incorporated for Data Collection Units which will be mounted on power poles and will 
automatically read water meters in the city.

The LUB/ARPA annual scholarship program is underway.  Deadline for entries for 
senior high school students from McClave, Wiley and Lamar is April 19.  ARPA and LUB 
provide $500 apiece to the three winners.  This year’s theme is, “How does renewable 
energy impact the environment, and what challenges would the electric utilities face in 
implementing renewable energy?” 

The board met with Leo Hernandez who submitted an application for the remaining 
open position to serve as a Lamar Utility Board member.  The board will decide to make 
a recommendation to the Lamar City Council for approval.   

Year end results on Lamar’s three wind turbines show they have generated 13,252.8 
MWH of electricity which is about 884.9 MWH (megawatt hours) more than generated 
in 2011.  Hourieh said 2010 has still been the year of highest productivity.  Regarding 
power output and rates, the superintendent noted that the board approved establishing 
two new rate classifications in the General Service Large category.  They will be known as 
Power Primary and Power Secondary depending on their power usage, from 400KWper 
hour or higher.  These customers will see a rate reduction from between 2.9% to 4.3%.  
Coupled with the 9% general power rate decrease and elimination of the ECA for 2012, 
Hourieh said the light plant’s rates are now competitive to surrounding utilities in south-
east Colorado. By Russ Baldwin

Holly Ministerial Food Pantry Opens
“We had 140 people receiving food items from the 45 families that signed up with us 

this past Friday,” according to Pastor Kurtis Klinghammer. 
Klinghammer said it had taken about eight months of preparation to be able to de-

velop the food pantry, which will be open in Holly the fourth Friday of each month from 
11am to 2pm.  The Holly Ministerial Food Pantry is located at 124 South Main Street. 

The interior of the vacant building at the address was darkened and chilly, but the pan-
try area was bright and being warmed by several floor-mounted electric heaters.  Shelves 
were lined with non-perishable items and a refrigerator kept fruits and vegetables chilled.  
Klinghammer moved from the Denver area after almost 40 years to become the pastor of 
the Holly First Christian Church.  “We love it here,” he remarked on Friday as he greeted 
a number of area residents who were his first customers for the day.   

Persons are asked to fill out a brief information card.  Klinghammer told them, “This 
is all confidential, but we’re just doing this to help us keep some statistics on how many 
people come to the pantry.”  The local pantry is partnered with the Care and Share Food 
Bank out of Colorado Springs for food items and relies on local donations as well.  The 
pastor stated that the pantry is an end-of-the-month resource for people who just can’t 
afford groceries to see them through.   

“We don’t hand over a pre-set box of food items as people come through the door.  
People come in and select the foods they want from the shelves,” he explained.  Asked 
about how much a person can take with them, Klinghammer said he trusts people will 
not go overboard and he will review how much is taken and how much is left during a 
trial period.  “People have helped us in numerous ways, from installing a new door for the 
pantry, to giving us shelves,” he added.  There are no meats available, but people select 
from canned goods, to pre-baked cinnamon rolls and pies and even some chips and soda, 
along with basic staples.  When folks express their thanks, the pastor replies, “It all comes 
from Him,” and he also acknowledges the community effort it took to make the food 
pantry come to pass. 

Those wishing to contribute can make their checks to Holly Ministerial Food Pantry, 
P.O. Box 549, Holly, Colorado 81047 or call Pastor Klinghammer at 719-537-6060. By 
Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
Thusday, February 7 - Prowers County Commissioners Meeting • The Ark Valley 
Farm, Ranch, Water Symposium and Trade Show in Rocky Ford  
Friday, February 8 - LCC Spring Knowledge Bowl
Saturday, February 9 - Rocky Mountain Elks Foundation Banquet • 7:00 pm SOS 
Center Dance – Butch Buchanan
Monday, February 11 - Lamar City Council Meeting, 7pm • RE-2 School Board 
Meeting, 6:30pm • Wiley Town Council Meeting • 6:00 pm Library Technology Train-
ing – Learn A Language at Lamar Public Library • 7:00 pm Hemp Industry Presenta-
tion at Rodeway Cow Palace Inn
Tuesday, February 12 - Lamar Utilities Board Meeting, Noon
Wednesday, February 13 - Elks Valentine Dinner • Granada Trustees, 6:30pm • Wiley 
School Board Meeting • Final Meeting for Community Health Assessment Group, Annex 
• LCC Career Expo-Wellness Center

Birds of a Feather Art Show
A special feature of this year’s High Plains Snow Goose Festival is the “Birds of a 

Feather” art show running Saturday February 21 through the 23rd at the Shore Arts 
Center at 115 South Main in Lamar.  The program is hosted by the Snow Goose Festival 
Committee and the Southeast Colorado Arts Council.  The Council is offering local artists 
a chance to showcase their works for viewing by local residents and visitors to the annual 
Snow Goose Festival.  Information and registration forms are available at:  secoartscoun-
cil.org or call Vincent Gearhart at 688-7720 or Rose Ann Yates at 940-7424.
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For Rent

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet, 
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own 
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000
Apartment for Rent
Two bedroom refurbished apartment for rent – refrigera-
tor, stove, central air conditioning, Rent $350 – Deposit 
– No Pets! Call 688-8782

Open Gym at the  
Community Building

The Community Building of-
fers Open Gym and Adult 
Open Gym hours throughout 
the month for volleyball and 
basketball.  For times, please see 
our Your Town Today page at 
www.theprowersjournal.com or 
call 336-2774.

LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department 
receives found property on a con-
tinual basis that includes bicycles, 
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses 
and numerous other items. These 
items are kept for 6 months in an 
attempt to locate the owners. We 
encourage persons with lost prop-
erty to contact the police depart-
ment Monday through Friday 
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

For Sale
Vehicle for Sale – Price Reduced
Maroon 2008 Ford Explorer. 95,393 miles. $10,000 – 
also taking bids until February 11th. Sold as is!  Contact 
Lamar Civic Federal Credit Union – 311 S. 5th in La-
mar, Colorado 81052 or 719-336-4387.

Continuing Education
The IT Academy Center for 
Excellence at the Lamar Com-
munity College will be hosting 
Business & Information Tech-
nology Continuing Education 
courses in January and Febru-
ary.  The non-credit courses 
will focus on Microsoft Ex-
cel.  An intermediate class will 
take place January 28-31 from 
6:00 to 8:30 pm in Betz 103 
(Betz Technology Center) and 
will cost $150.  An advanced 
course will follow on February 
25-28 from 6:00 - 8:30 pm 
in Betz 103 and will also cost 
$150.  Registration is open 
now.  For more information 
or to register for the course, 
contact Elizabeth Whitham 
at 719-336-1583 or ITAcad-
emy@lamarcc.edu.

Elk Foundation Banquet
Southeastern Colorado Mon-

archs Chapter Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation Big Game Banquet. 

Doors open at 5:00 p.m.  for 
Games, Raffles and Silent Auc-
tion. Dinner at 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowed by a live auction at 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, February 9, 2012 
- Lamar Elks Lodge. For more 
information call Michael Ma-
chone at 719-691-0854

Help Wanted
Full Time Position Open
C.F. Maier Composites, Inc. is accepting applications 
for a full time office position. Applicant would establish 
a national marketing campaign and have general office 
duties. Marketing experience is required. C.F. Maier of-
fers a full benefit package incl. 401(K). Send resumes to 
mail@cfmaier.com or apply at 500 E. Crystal St. Lamar, 
CO 81052. EOE
EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMUNICATOR
Applications are being accepted for an Emergency Com-
municator at Prowers County E-911. Applications and 
job description are available at the Human Resources 
Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO 
81052-3299. Applications and testing will be continu-
ally accepted and ongoing until position is filled. Pre-
employment testing is required. Upon job offer the 
successful applicant will be required to take a pre-em-
ployment drug and alcohol test and provide a current 
motor vehicle record.EOE
Human Resources Director
Full-time position at the Leadership level in a non-profit 
community health center located in Lamar, CO.  Position 
handles the human resource issues for a staff of 75 staff 
members and their families.  A Master’s in Human Re-
sources or a closely related field or five years of comparable 
experience is required.  Apply on line at the High Plains 
Community Health Center website (www.highplainschc.
net).  The position will be open until filled. EOE

 

Saturday, February 16
8 pm to 12 am
Upstairs in the

Empire Room
18 and Up with Proper ID

Cover Charge

Misc.
Senior Citizens, Be Informed & Be Aware 

AARP ElderWatch provides you with guidelines to 
help guard against various business scams or investment 
fraud. Call toll free Monday through Friday between 
9am and 4pm. 1-800-222-4444

Democrats Meeting
Prowers County Democrats will be having their bi-

annual reorganization meeting at the Cow Palace, Mon-
day evening, February 11th, 2013.  Registration will 
begin at 5:30pm,  with the business meeting commenc-
ing at 6:00pm.  All registered Democrats are invited to 
attend and participate in nominating and electing local 
officers.  Door prize drawings will include two tickets 
to the annual Jefferson-Jackson dinner, to be held at the 
Denver Marriott, March 2, 2013. 

Photography Contest
Share the Spirit Foundation and the High Plains 

Photography Club will be hosting a photography contest 
from February 22nd through February 24 at Amache 
Studio. Noted photographer, author and naturalist Rich-
ard Crossley will be the juror for this event. This show 
will be open to the public and area photographers are 
encouraged to participate. 

On Friday, February 22 from 5:30pm to 9:00pm 
there will be a photographer’s reception with a winter 
soup bar and refreshments and the winners will be an-
nounced. The public is invited free of charge.

Contact Karen Voeple at 719-688-8000 or visit 
highplainsphotographers.com for more information.

Hemp Industry
Presentation

Mike Bowman, a Yuma county 
farmer, renewable energy activ-
ist, and currently serving on the 
“White House Rural Task Force”, 
will provide an informative pre-
sentation: INNOVATION: the 
Pathway to Jobs & Rural Bio-Fu-
el Economy; Monday, February 
11th, 7:00pm at the Cow Palace 
in the Colorado Room.  
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Concealed Weapons Permits Increasing in Prowers County
Gun safety and legislation regulating their ownership and registration have been one of the 

foremost discussions in this country since the re-election of President Obama and the slaughter 
of 20 children in Connecticut.  Gun sales are up across the country and Prowers County has 
followed suit with a noticeable increase in requests for concealed carry permits for handguns.  
Prowers County Sheriff Jim Faull said that he has noticed a jump in the number of requests that 
have been made over the past several months. 

Sheriff Faull and this reporter discussed the steps needed to acquire a concealed carry permit, 
what one allows you to do and the responsibilities and laws that come with the permit.  Faull 
said that women constitute 60% of the permit requests in the county and background checks 
have been lengthened up to 90 days from the usual three to four week wait for an application to 
be processed. 

“When a person applies, we don’t require a reason for their request for a concealed carry 
permit, the type of handgun or how they’re going to carry it.  That’s all up to them,” the sheriff 
said.  “People can expect a 90 day wait for their fingerprints to come through, the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation will review their case and federal listings for any warrants or past issues 
will be checked,” he added. 

Sheriff Faull said he does get concerned about not being as well acquainted with who the 
county residents are as he once was when an application is made.  “Our department gets notified 
on the eligibility of a person for the permit and my deputies also conduct a local records inves-
tigation.  Part of their time on this goes into the cost of the permit,” he explained.  Faull said 
that most counties will charge $100 for a part of the fee, but the charge is only $75 in Prowers 
County.  “An applicant will have to pay $52.50 into the CBI to cover the cost of fingerprints and 
the background check.  We’ll take their money order or bank check made to the CBI and the 
county charges $25 for local efforts into the background check.”  Sheriff Faull said applicants 
can save some time and money by downloading the application off the Sheriff ’s Department 
website.  “We used to get a lot of applications and we’d conduct the check, but then the person 
never came back and that would be time consuming and cost the department money,” he said.  
The permits are good for five years, but they can be revoked by the sheriff ’s department for inap-
propriate action or if you’ve been convicted on matters such as a domestic violence incident or 
a DUI.  “I’ve only had one instance in the past year where I denied a concealed carry permit,” 
Sheriff Faull added. 

Ironically, you can walk down the street in Colorado with a holstered pistol and you won’t be 
breaking any laws, but you may get stopped and questioned just as a precaution.  Faull explained, 
“There’s nothing to prevent you from doing this, but you can expect you’ll draw attention to 
yourself and someone will probably call the authorities just to ask about what’s going on.  You 
may be asked to leave a store or restaurant by the owner as the gun may upset his clients and 
business.”  Faull added, “Just as there are drug free zones around a school campus, there’s also 
no gun zones as well.  Even if you have a permit, that doesn’t give you the right to go into those 
areas.”  Faull said that especially applies to bars.  “If you have a concealed carry permit and you’re 
going out for drinks sometime, put the weapon in the trunk of your car and don’t carry it into a 
bar.  If you’re caught drinking and carrying a gun you’re going to have a charge of prohibited use 
of a weapon against you.  You can’t drink and drive and it just makes no sense to me to be carry-
ing a gun when you’re out drinking.”  The Prowers County Courthouse also has some rules on 
the matter.  Sheriff Faull said, “We have a metal detector that screens everyone, but if you come 
through and get detected with a knife or gun, you’ll just be asked to go back and place it in your 
vehicle.  We don’t confiscate your weapon, but you’re not allowed to bring it inside, either.”   

The other concern the sheriff expressed was being aware of the emotional make-up of a 
person who applies for a concealed carry permit or a gun permit in general.  “That’s the big is-
sue that’s being discussed right now,” he explained.  “We’re starting to look at a shooter’s mental 
make up like the guy in Connecticut or the Aurora theater shooting and sometimes you can’t tell 
when a person’s on the emotional edge.”  Sheriff Faull said, “We need to have some way of recog-
nizing a person with mental problems, but the Hippa rules limit how much medical knowledge 

you can have of a person.  We don’t know if a person is stressed over a pending divorce or busi-
ness problem or has other issues that make them go this way.  We need to find a way to get that 
information, but do it without becoming a Big Brother country where citizens have no privacy.”  
Faull cautioned that the state legislature should take a time out for about a year before putting 
something into immediate law.  “Let’s have a debate and some serious discussions about safety 
and how we can protect people and not violate our constitutional rights.  Right now the media is 
feeding on this situation and we hear about every shooting taking place on the nightly news.” 

Faull added that he doesn’t think safety concerns will amount to gun confiscation in the 
nation, stating, “There’s just so many it won’t be feasible and there’s probably more guns in the 
country than citizens right now.  I don’t see how it would happen and that’s not something I’d 
make my department do anyway.  It’s a violation of our constitutional rights.”  He is in favor of 
having tougher automatic jail sentences when using a gun in a crime.  “I think we’d see less use 
of guns in crimes if the criminal knew he was automatically going to prison if a gun is used.  No 
plea bargains between lawyers, no discussion with the DA or defense attorney or judges.  It’s just 
an automatic sentence that is added to the charges against you when you bring a gun to a crime.”  
“We also need regulations on straw purchases,” he continued.  “You shouldn’t be able to buy a 
gun with the intent to turn around to sell it to someone who wants to avoid a background check.  
If I sell my brother a gun, even to another state, the gun is sent to a registered gun dealer or law 
agency and stays there until the new background check is approved and then the gun deal goes 
through.”   

Sheriff Faull said he doesn’t see any sense in restricting high capacity magazines.  “The gov-
ernment shouldn’t have the right to limit the number of bullets your gun can carry.  It won’t work 
and it’s just not practical.”  Faull cited a recent example when an intruder in Alabama broke into 
a home and a woman shot the felon five times and still didn’t completely stop him.  “Some of 
the home invasion situations are not limited to just one person anymore,” he explained.  “If you 
have two or three people breaking into your home, a small capacity clip might stop one person, 
but what about the other two?  How will you deal with them?” he asked.  

Faull concluded by saying it’s mostly a matter of common sense.  “I’m not worried about law 
abiding citizens.  They have a right to own weapons, but they also have an obligation to know the 
law and take steps to make sure their weapons are out of reach of other people in their homes.  
That’s the way to stay safe and protected.” By Russ Baldwin

Pat Palmer Receives Award
On January 19, the Bent’s Fort Chapter of 

the Santa Fe Trail Association began its 19th 
year with a standing-room crowd only at the 
John W. Rawlings Center in Las Animas. Over 
75 members and guests attended the meeting 
which began with a catered noon meal.

After lunch, Roger Slusher, President of the 
Santa Fe Trail Association, gave a first person 
portrayal of James Aull, a prominent trader and 
merchant on the Santa Fe Trail. Mr. Aull and his 
brothers owner mercantile stores in Lexington, 
Missouri, that sold the goods that the traders 
carried along the Trail to Mexico.

Following Mr. Slusher’s presentation, mem-
bers learned of the Chapter’s plans for 2013. 
Eleven events have been planned, including 
speakers, Trail marking, service projects, and tours to historic sites. The final tour of the year will 
be a weekend trip to Taos to visit historic sites there.

The highlight of the Chapter meeting was the presentation of the Member of the Year. The 
2012 honoree was Pat Palmer, from Lamar. Mr. Palmer has been the Chapter’s President for 
several years running and organizes many of the tours, events, and meals.

The next Bent’s Fort Chapter event will be a sign marking day in March when we will install 
National Park Service signs that mark Trail crossings. Check out our chapter on Facebook for 
more information about this event.



Veteran Information 
Veterans, your continued good 
health is important.  Be sure to 
call 719-336-7155 for your local 
medical needs.  Area Veterans, 
you’ve served your country,  let 
the PMG VA Medical Clinic in 
Lamar serve you.  You can also 
call 855-779-0833 to schedule 
an appointment or to have your 
questions answered.
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Weekend Local Scores:
Girls Basketball:
Lamar 63 – Ellicott 25
Lamar 60 – James Irwin 27
McClave 48  - Cheraw 45
Walsh 61 - Granada 42
Kim 51 - Granada 32
Holly 41 - C. Wells 29
Boys Basketball:
Wiley 51 – Eads 45
Ellicott 54 – Lamar Boys 46
J Irwin  46 – Lamar 27
McClave 83 – Cheraw 47
Granada 66 – Kim 42
Holly 60 – C. Wells 42

Sports Schedule 
Basketball:
Feb 8 La Junta @ Lamar
 Cheyenne Wells @ McClave
 Holly @ Wiley
Feb 9 Lamar (Boys) @ Pueblo Centennial
 Pueblo Centennial @ Lamar (Girls)
 McClave @ Walsh
 SCEC-Pueblo @ Granada
 Holly @ Eads
 Wiley @ Genoa-Hugo
Feb 12 Cheyenne Wells @ Granada

Wrestling:
Feb 9 Lamar @ League Cross Division Dual at 
 Dolores Huerta
 Holly @ Crowley County

LCC Sport Schedule
Men’s Basketball
Feb 8 LCC @ Western Nebraska Community College
Feb 9 LCC @ Eastern Wyoming Community College
Feb 13 LCC @ Northeastern Junior College
Women’s Basketball
Feb 8 LCC @ Western Nebraska Community College

Protecting YOUR Family’s Standard of Living

Dance & Dessert
The Sweetheart Swing 
Dance & Dessert will be 
held on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 14th from 7-9pm 
at the Short Arts Center, 
115 South Main Street in 
Lamar.  The music will 
be provided by the Val-
ley Jazz Orchestra and the 
Lamar Dudes & Dames 
will provide homemade 
Valentine desserts.  Tickets 
are only $15 for a special 
Valentine treat for you and 
your sweetheart. Tickets 
are available from any Val-
ley Jazz member or you can 
call 688-3857 to make res-
ervations. 

Star is Born
Celebrate a birth in your fam-
ily with the “Star is Born” 
program at Prowers Medical 
Center.  Contact the PMC 
Foundation at 719-336-
7065 for information about 
the New Beginnings Birth 
Center’s “Starry Blue Night” 
commemorative wall.

Food Pantry Donations
Donations to the Holly Ministe-
rial Food Pantry can be made to 
P.O. Box 549 in Holly, Colorado, 
81047.  The food pantry is open 
between 11am and 2pm on the 
fourth Friday of each month at 
124 South Main Street in Hol-
ly.  Call Pastor Kurtis Klingham-
mer for more information at 719-
537-6060.

Zumba Fitness at the  
Community Building

Ditch the workout, join the par-
ty! Tasha Shelton offers Zumba 
classes every Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 5:30-6:30pm at the 
Lamar Community Building.  
Classes are $5 or a punch card 
can be purchased: 10 classes for 
$30 or 20 classes for $50.

Pancake Supper
Granada Pride is holding their an-
nual pancake supper on Monday, 
February 18 from 5pm to 6:30pm 
at the Granada Community Cen-
ter. The menu includes pancakes 
(and special Lemon Pancakes), 
sausage, and eggs, with coffee and 
juice. It will be $5.00 per plate 
and the proceeds go to the pur-
chase of solar lights for the new 
welcome sign.

Scholarships Available
The Lamar Utility Board and Arkansas 
River Power Authority is accepting schol-
arship applications until April 19, 2013 
for high school seniors from McClave, 
Wiley and Lamar.  The three seniors se-
lected by the Lamar Utility Board will re-
ceive a $1,000 scholarship each, based on 
their written theme.  This year’s theme is, 
“How does renewable energy impact the 
environment, and what challenges would 
the electric utilities face in implement-
ing renewable energy?”  Call 719-336-
7456 for more information. 

Feb 9 LCC @ Eastern Wyoming Community College
Feb 13 LCC @ Northeastern Junior College
Baseball
Feb 9-10 Colorado State Club @ LCC
Feb 12 LCC @ Steward County Community College
Softball
Feb 7-8 Luna Community College @ LCC

Area School Activities
Lamar:
Feb 7 Alta Vista/Parkview – 9News Healthfair
 Middle School Beginning Band Concert
 High School Snowcoming Dance
Feb 8 Teacher Workday – 1/2 day
Feb 11 Board Meeting 6:30pm
 Booster Club Meeting @ Community Building 
 5:30pm
Feb 12 Washington Advisory Meeting 6pm
Feb 13 RE-2 Council 3:45pm
Holly:
Feb 6 Regional Science Fair @ LCC
Feb 8 Regional Knowledge Bowl 8:30am
Feb 11 School Board Meeting
Feb 13 FCW 6:00pm
 Juniors at LCC Career Expo
McClave:
Feb 6 CoAlt Testing
 District Quiz Bowl – Leadership & Farm Business 
 Management @ LCC 8:00am
Feb 8 Knowledge Bowl Regional Meet 8:30am
Feb 11 Board Meeting 7:00pm
 FBLA Monthly Meeting 5:45pm
 FFA State Review @ Lamar 10:00am
Feb 12 Accountability Meeting 6:30 in the Elementary Lab
 District Spelling Bee @ Bent Forts Inn
Feb 13 College Expo @ LCC 10:00am-12:00pm (Juniors
 and Seniors only)

Activities Continued on Back:



Law Enforcement
Case#: 13L-00813 Sgt. Losa Date: Fri Jan 25 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 500 block N. 8th St. on a report of a burglary.  The estimated value taken is $1660.00.  
Matter is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00834 Officer: R. Macias Date: Sun Jan 27 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 1200 block of South 6th Street in regards to a MIP Party. Several juveniles were 
cited in regards to the incident.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00867 Officer: M. Harris Date: Sat Jan 26, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 900 block of S 3rd St for a reported MIP party. All minors at the incident received 
summons to court for MIP.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-0083 Officer: Sgt. Gonzales Date:  Sat Jan 26 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
01-25-13 at 2310 hrs. officers responded to the 400 Blk North 8th Street on a report of a loud party with 
weapons present. Jesse Joe Martinez of Lamar was arrested for Obstructing a police officer and Introduction of 
Contraband into Penal Facility. He is being held on $20,000 bond at Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00843  Officer: J. Sherrill  Date: 01/26/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1700 block of S. 11th St. on a report of an unwanted party. Jeremy Maggart, age 23 of 
Lamar, was arrested for restraining order violation. Maggart was held at Prowers County Jail on a $750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00853  Officer: Kenny Davis  Date: 01/26/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to 506 N 6th St. concerning a citizen throwing dog feces in the neighbor’s 
yard. The responsible party was contacted and stated it would not happen again.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00895 Officer: Sgt. Gonzales   Date:  Sun Jan 27 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
On 01-27-13 at 1922 hrs. officers responded to the 600 Blk North Main Street on a suspicious man armed with 
a sawed off 12ga shotgun. Upon contact and investigation with subject, no weapon was located.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0260 SEX OFFENDER                   10:00:11 01/28/13 R Mosier        OHS
Juan Pizarro, 51 of Holly, checked in for Sex Offender pictures and fingerprints.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0266 Controlled Substance Problem   16:00:38 01/28/13 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn and Posse Deputy Reamy arrested Leslie Sprueill and Heather Deason in the 38000 Blk 
of Cnty Rd 35. Sprueill was arrested on a felony warrant for FTC, Unlawful Poss. of Methamphetamine, Poss. 
of Drug Paraphernalia, ROV x 2, DV, and Trespassing. Deason was arrested for Unlawful Poss. Of Methamphet-
amine, Poss. of Drug Paraphernalia, and Child Abuse. Both are being held at the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0270 Agency Assistance              19:34:25 01/28/13 Shawn Stone     TRA
Deputy located a possible one vehicle accident in the 500 block of North 1st Ave in Holly. A Trooper from the 
Colorado State Patrol arrived and found the damages occurred when the driver’s father pulled the vehicle off the 
bridge where it was stuck. The driver was cited for a traffic violation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00918 Officer: Pierce Date: Mon Jan 28 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1000 block of East Olive Street on a report of theft. Officers found approximately 
$850.00 worth of property had been taken from the property.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0292 Courthouse Security Incident   18:00:39 01/30/13 G Bellomy       OHS
Deangelo Craig, 20 of Lamar, was arrested at the Prowers County Court House on a Prowers County court war-
rant for Larceny. Bond is $1100.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00993 Officer: P. Wilson   Date: Wed Jan 30 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 1100 Blk of Parkview Ave. on a report of criminal mischief.  Resident reported all 
his tires on his vehicle had been flattened.  Damage was documented.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01003 Officer: G. Ibarra Date: Wed Jan 30 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers conducted a traffic stop near the intersection of S. 6th St and Laurel St.  Officers located marijuana inside 
of the vehicle.  Officers cited the passenger and driver of the vehicle.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01004   Officer: K Dewey Date: Wed Jan 30, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Amber Wilson, 18, of Lamar, was arrested in the 100 blk of E Walnut St on a warrant. Amber was transported to 
the Prowers County Jail where she is being held on a $5,500.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01049  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Fri Feb 01, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:

Officers responded to the 700 block of S Main St for a report of 3 stolen bicycles. This matter is under investigation.
——————————————————————————–

13P-0307 Juvenile Problem               11:38:09 02/01/13 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputy Rodriguez responded to Holly on a report of three juveniles throw rocks and shooting cats with an air soft 
gun.  The juveniles and parents were contacted about the incident.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0315 911 Hangup                     16:17:49 02/01/13 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputy Rodriguez responded to Lavastone Ct in Wiley for a 911 hang-up.  Upon arrival the homeowner advised 
she didn’t have a home phone.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01149 Officer: J. Sherrill  Date: 02/04/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 block of S. Main St. on a report of an active disturbance. Lindsey Sheridan, age 38 
of Lamar, was arrested on domestic violence charges. She was held at Prowers County Jail without bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01056 Sgt. Losa Date: Fri Feb 01 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 1200 block S. Main St. on a report of a possible utility problem.  The officers deter-
mined there was not a gas leak and steam was coming from a dryer vent.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0316 Found Property                 16:46:18 02/01/13 J Parker        OHS
Det. J. Parker found a pancake holster on the side of the road near the 4000 blk of Cnty Rd HH.  The holster 
was placed into evidence for safekeeping.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0324 Wanted Person                  12:58:41 02/03/13 M Ruiz          OHS
Matthew John Torrez age 30, of Denver Colorado was arrested on a Denver County warrant for 1st degree ag-
gravated motor vehicle theft. Bond set at $5000.00cash/surety.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0325 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 19:09:50 02/03/13 J Parker        INA
Det. J. Parker responded to the area of Cnty Rd 3 and Hwy 196 on a report of a pick up truck trying to run 
another pick up off of the road.  The pickup was not located in the area upon the Deputies arrival.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0326 civil complaint                00:18:26 02/04/13 J Parker        UNF
Det. J. Parker received a phone call from a father wanted his car taken from the daughter and returned to him.  
The daughter lives with her grandparents and the father lives in La Junta.  The father was told he would have to 
retrieve his vehicle from the daughter as it was a civil matter.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01062 Officer: Pierce Date: Fri Feb 01 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Shirley Casey, 70, of Lamar on a Prowers County Warrant for theft. Shirley is being held at 
Prowers County Jail on $1500.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01066  Officer: Kenny Davis  Date: 02/01/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to the 1500 Block of S Main St. and removed a doa Canadian Goose. The 
bird was transported to the shelter for disposal.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01065 Officer: C Miller Date: Sat Feb 02 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 900 block of South 2nd St on some found clothing.  Officer returned most of the 
property to the owner.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01083 Officer: Inman Date: Sat Feb 02 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 600 blk. of W. Maple St. for a report of a noise complaint. Officers cited five parties for 
minor in possession of alcohol.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com

Activities Continued from Front:
Wiley:
Feb 6 FFA District Quiz Bowl @ LCC
Feb 7 Elementary Reading Assembly at 3:30 in the Cafeteria – “School Pride”
Feb 8 Basketball Skills 9-10am in the gym, Perform at halftime of the varsity boys game
Feb 11 Accountability 5:30pm
Feb 13 11th Grade Career Expo @ LCC 10am
 Booster Club 6:30pm
 Board of Education 7:30pm
Granada:
Feb 8 Knowledge Bowl @ LCC – Regional Meet 8:30am
Feb 12 Prowers RE-1 Board Meeting 6:00pm



team. Josh Ketels, Senior Install Technician, has been part 
of the team for over seven years specializing in installation, 
ductwork, custom metal work, and HVAC maintenance.  Bill 
Mapes, Senior Service Technician, has worked in the HVAC 
field for over six years and has been a member of the Parker 
Heating and Air team since 2010.  Yolanda Carrillo is the 
newest face of Parker Heating and Air.  As Office Manager 
Yolanda represents the Parker Heating and Air family with 
professionalism and makes sure that our customers are taken 
care of. 

The heating and cooling industry is ever changing, but one 
thing will always remain the same at Parker Heating and Air, 
Customer Satisfaction.  At Parker Heating and Air we work 
hard to keep our customers satisfied and continuously strive 
for excellence.  With over eighteen years of dependable service, 
our customers can be sure that they are receiving the best heat-
ing and air conditioning service in Southeast Colorado. 

Parker Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc. is located at 
1308 South Main Street in Lamar and operates under nor-
mal business hours, five days a week, and occasionally on the 
weekend.

Parker Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc. would like to 
thank their loyal customers and look forward to serving Prow-
ers County and the surrounding Southeast Colorado area for 
many years to come!

Parker Heating & Air

1308 South Main - 719-336-9111

     February 6, 2013

Parker Heating and Air Conditioning, Inc. is an estab-
lished local company offering Southeast Colorado residential 
and commercial HVAC services.  Owner and operator Mike 
Parker offers his customers premium service with over twenty-
five years of experience in heating and cooling.  Parker Heating 
and Air continues to offer Southeast Colorado the best heating 
and cooling service, keeping their customers comfortable since 
1995.

Mike Parker comes from a family background; working and 
learning trade secrets from his uncle at Frey’s Sales and Ser-
vice as a teenager.  Mike went on to enlist in the United States 
military for eight years where he learned the importance of 
teamwork and gained the skills and knowledge to be a depend-
able leader and a loyal friend.  Mike returned from his service 
and opened Parker Heating and Air and has run his business 
with the values and heritage that he learned from his uncle and 
many compatriots he served with in the military.  That’s why, 
at Parker Heating and Air, our customers can be sure that they 
are getting the best service and know that they are the most 
important part of the Parker Heating and Air family. 

Parker Heating and Air offers many services besides heating 
and air conditioning.  Parker Heating and Air also offers duct 
cleaning and sanitation, tank and tankless water heater repair or 
replacement, and gas and pellet fireplace installation and repair. 
We also carry many different brands of heating and cooling 
units such as Trane, Goodman, Lennox and other trusted sup-
pliers, but no matter what the brand, our employees are trained 
to service any make and model of heating and cooling unit. 

Parker Heating and Air is made up of a small but dedicated 



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 6am til 6pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

E j O E B !! O f 6 il 6

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing

Sponsored by Thoughts in Bloom

in The Prowers Journal! 
For $5, $10 or $25 you can have your personalized 
message in The Prowers Journal on February 13th - 

Just in time for Valentine’s Day!

Valentine
with a personalized 

Let that special someone 
in your life know just how 

you feel...

107 South Main Street in Lamar - (719) 336-5055
www.thoughtsinbloomlamar.com

houghts
in Bloom

Love is in the Air
at

Give-a-ways during the Live Remote from 10am-12pm

             GRAND PRIZE
  One Night Stay 
 at Rodeway Cow Palace Inn
with a Surf-n-Turf Dinner for Two

FOUR MOVIE LOVER PACKAGES
Admission for Two plus Concessions

ALSO GIVING AWAY...

Premium
Roses

Exquisite
Designs

Balloons
Chocolates

& Bears
Get your order in early to avoid delay!

DON’T MISS OUR


