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Abling Now Faces 1st Degree Murder
Charges in Connection to Alba Death

Marla Abling is now facing a probable cause, first degree murder charge with in-
tent, in connection with the January 23 death of 45-year-old Lamar resident Rory Alba, 
upgraded from the original charge of second degree murder.  The more severe charge 
followed the gathering of additional information which was presented to the D.A. by 
the Lamar Police Department.  District Attorney, Jennifer Swanson, of the 15th Judicial 
District Court, told The Prowers Journal, that the facts gathered in the case resulted in the 
first degree murder charge with intent.  The initial additional charge of domestic violence 
remains against Abling, Swanson said. 

“There was enough original information presented to make a case for second degree 
murder,” Swanson explained, “but the new information we have caused the first degree 
murder charge to be presented to the court.”  Abling went before Judge Stanley Brin-
kley Wednesday, February 20, for a bond hearing and case management discussion with 
her two public defenders, Raymond Torres and Russell Zane from the La Junta Public 
Defenders Office.  Assistant District Attorney, Lane Porter, represented the people with 
District Attorney Swanson in the hearing. 

Swanson said the more severe charge will bring a more severe penalty for a guilty ver-
dict.  Asked if the death penalty could be attached, Swanson said it probably won’t factor 
into this case, but a sentence to life in prison is a more distinct possibility.  An F-2 charge 
could run between a minimum of eight years and a maximum of 24 years and up to 48 
years in all for exceptional cases.  The District Attorney explained that an F-1 classifica-
tion carries a minimum charge of life and a death penalty as the maximum sentence that 
could be handed down. 

Abling was remanded to the Prowers County Jail after the hearing, now with no bond 
available for her release.  She had been previously held on $100,000 bond that had not 
been met since her incarceration.  Swanson said Abling’s next appearance will be at 9am 
on March 6 and she will be held without bond until her trial date is set.  Abling was ar-
rested by Lamar Police the day the department received a 911 call to the 800 block of 
South 9th Street in Lamar where Alba’s body was found.  Swanson said this is an ongoing 
case and the investigation into Alba’s death is continuing. By Russ Baldwin

Six Candidates Running for PCDI Board
As many as six Prowers County residents will be voted on for three board seats, Wednes-

day night, February 27, during the annual Prowers County Development Incorporated 
meeting.  There are three positions coming open and two members, Shawna Hodge and 
Lawrence Brase are running for re-election.  Board President Cathy Buxton said during 
the Tuesday morning meeting that she will not run for another term. 

The other candidates to be voted on are:  Diane Pool, Larry Lusher, Rick Robbins and 
Larry Lucius.  Each candidate will have two minutes to address the membership voters dur-
ing the annual banquet and meeting at the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn, beginning at 6pm 
with a meet and greet.  Anyone wishing last minute tickets should contact the PCDI office 
at 719-336-2384.    PCDI Executive Director, Lisa Nolder, will also address the audience. 

Members approved the annual membership dues to the Lamar Chamber of Com-
merce, and after some discussion, voted to renew a lapsed membership of several years 
with the Ports to Plains organization for $250 a year.  The membership was allowed to 
expire in a budgetary belt-tightening move.  Membership fees of $250 to the Economic 
Development Council of Colorado were also renewed. 

The PCDI board went into executive session for negotiations in regard to business 
development.  The next board meeting will be held at 7:30 am on Tuesday, March 26. By 
Russ Baldwin

Commissioners Hear Businessmen’s Concerns
over Electric Rates

Several of the county’s major commercial electric users addressed their concerns re-
garding the high cost of local utilities and its potential negative impact on new and cur-
rent businesses to the Prowers County Commissioners during their Thursday, February 
21 meeting.  Doug Morris of JBS Five Rivers, and Rick Robbins of Colorado Mills, 
appeared in person and presented letters from Jim Miller, owner of Ports to Plains Travel 
Plaza and Doug Thrall of the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn.  They requested support from 
the Prowers County Commissioners in conducting a fact-finding audit of the Repowering 
Project and parent company ARPA.  The gist of their message to the commissioners was, 
we aren’t here to lay blame on anyone, but we’re at the point where we need to find out 
why the Repowering Project is not on-line, what caused the cost over-runs and just who 
is responsible for these high rates each customer is paying. 

Doug Morris stated, “Throwing around blame is not going to solve the problem,” 
and Rick Robbins of Colorado Mills said, “We have options but we really don’t want to 
use them.  I don’t want to get into the utility business and start worrying if my generator 
is going to work.”  The letter from Doug Thrall of the Cow Palace Inn stated in part, “We 
would like to have a clear understanding of how this project came together from start 
through today in terms of contracts, contractors, bond holders, engineers, consultants 
and construction performance bonds to name a few.  I believe we have the ability to as-
sist ARPA in finding solutions to the issue of excessive electric rates as long as we have 
the complete story and all the facts of this project.”  The letter continues, “We pay more 
for electric than we do for our mortgage by almost double.”  The letter from Jim Miller, 
owner of Ports-to-Plains Travel Plaza echoes Thrall’s concerns and utility rate problems 
and states that he has not really been given answers to his questions to the Lamar Utility 
Board on the rate structure and lack of performance for the Repowering Project.  A por-
tion reads, “It seems that the more questions I asked such as: who made these decisions, 
who were the consultants, engineers, contractors, who are the bond holders, what are the 
terms, the more I got blank stares and finger-pointing.”  Robbins said, “Someone has to 
be responsible for these increased rates and it shouldn’t have to be the customer.”  Morris 
said we have to figure out who is making the decisions and why we’re where we’re at.  He 
added that his bosses look at his figures and tell him that in order to cut costs, he may 

Commissioners Continued on Back...



Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Your FREE copy of The Prowers 
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Reyman’s Grocery in Holly

The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply

North Love’s Store
Taco Johns
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Daylight Donut
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online at www.theprowersjournal.com

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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Obituaries
Gerald M. Fleshman - December 29, 1931 – February 21, 2013 - A Mass of Christian 
Burial for Wiley resident, Gerald M. Fleshman will be held at 10am, Thursday, February 
28, 2013 at the St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church with Rev-
erend Henry Aguwa as celebrant. A Rosary will be held prior to the Mass at 9:30am with 
Deacon Henry Wertin reciting. Interment with full Military Honors will follow at Fair-
mount Cemetery in the Veteran’s Section with the Lamar VFW Post #3621 and Lamar 
American Legion Post #71.  Visitation for Gerald will be held on Wednesday, February 
27, 2013 from 1pm until 5pm at the Peacock Family Chapel.  For online condolences, 
please visit the website at: www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, February 28 - 7pm Happy Bookers Book Club Meeting at Lamar Public 
Library • 7pm Library Movie Madness at Lamar Public Library
Friday, March 1 - Prowers County Historical Society Meeting
Saturday, March 2 - Girls in the Middle Conference at Lamar Community College
March 2-3 - Gun Show at Lamar Elks Lodge
Sunday, March 3 - Wild West Athletics Mock Competition for Wrangler Gymnastics Team & 
Pre-Team • 2pm SE Colorado Concert Association – Peter Simon, Pianist at LHS Auditorium
Monday, March 4 - 5pm to 7pm Wiley Lions Club Annual Pancake Supper at Wiley School
Tuesday, March 5 - Lamar Community Conversation Night, 6:30pm, Foursquare 
Church, 11th Street
Wednesday, March 6 - Lamar City Council Breakfast Session, 7-8am, Taco Johns • LCC 
Regional Science Fair, Wellness Center • Noon, Holly Commercial Club, Methodist Church 
• Holly Board of Trustees Meeting, 7pm
Thursday, March 7 - Zonta International Rose Day

have to reduce the number of cattle by ten to 20,000 in the yard and feed them some-
where else.  Morris said were that to happen, he would have to reduce his employee staff 
and cut back on his feed grain purchases which is about $20 million locally a year.  Rob-
bins said his grain purchases come to about $18 million a year with a staff of 38 employees 
and an annual payroll of $1.5 million.   

Robbins explained that his utilities at Colorado Mills have been steadily climbing, 
stating that his daily utility cost of operation in 2004 was about $800 and it’s currently 
up to $2,000.  He said that when his operation runs at full capacity, he’s paying as much 
as $50,000 a month for electricity.  At almost half that cost, Robbins claimed he could 
probably amortize his own private electric operation and pay it off in about three years.  
Morris said his utility costs at JBS Five Rivers are about twice the rate of the next high-
est similar cow feeding operation in his company, and he too, has considered finding an 
outside power source.  Morris said his company has a 75% manager trainee turnover rate, 
somewhat attributable to the utilities.  “We have people move to town, rent a house and 
find out their utility rates are $100 more than the monthly rent.  They don’t stay here 
very long at that rate,” he explained.  Morris added, “I love it here, I don’t want that yard 
to go away, but we’re getting close.”  He stated that he too, could develop an alternate 
power source, “But that still leaves my employees on the hook and it’s not a solution to 
the overall problem.”

Miller, from the Travel Plaza, told the Utility Board several months ago, he was visit-
ing with a power production company for an independent source for his operation.  Each 
of the three businessmen said in common though, that they want to remain in Lamar, 
maintain their business in the community but they were concerned about how the in-
ordinately high rates would only serve to kill the economic climate of the community 
in years to come.  Miller’s letter said if large power users chose to opt out for another 
electric source, Lamar Light and Power could lose 25—40% of its revenue, spreading out 
the bond cost among the remaining rate payers.  He believed if that came to pass, those 
employees and customers will be damaged even more by absorbing the additional cost.  
Robbins noted Lisa Nolder, Prowers County Economic Development Director, who was 
at the meeting, stated that because of the utility rates everyone is paying, she has to spend 
more time trying to keep current businesses to remain in this town, than she is attracting 
new businesses to the area.  Nolder said she is working on a study regarding the utility 
rates and how they impact business growth in Lamar and Prowers County.  Nolder was in 
agreement with the need for a comprehensive fact-finding study, saying, “The discussion 
over rates has gone on long enough.” 

When asked if there were grants available to convert the coal fired plant back to cheap-
er natural gas, commissioner Joe Marble replied it was his understanding that it would 
take another $40 million and that would only be tacked on to the current $166 million in 
bonds now used to finance the Repowering Project. For the past two years, the Repower-
ing Project has been off-line and purchasing electric power off the grid and there is no 
longer a contract with coal companies to supply the plant with coal.  The plant boilers are 
under going modifications and tests for a successful run are scheduled for sometime this 
summer.  One suggestion about the conversion cost would be to explore the performance 
bonds associated with the project and take that money and apply it to getting the plant 
back on-line again using natural gas. 

Jillane Hixson, who attended the meeting, stated the commissioners have the author-
ity to launch an audit and complete investigation into the entire situation.  She added, 
“We need a team of professionals outside the region who are experienced in utilities and 
contracts, to crawl through every single contract and performance bond to see what the 
situation is.  There are just too many unanswered questions.”  She said she doesn’t believe 
anyone will ever get all the answers by going to ARPA.  When asked about the statute that 
grants the commissioners the authority to investigate, Hixson said she’d get the specific 
information to the commissioners.  Commissioner Henry Schnabel said he believed any 
inquiry or information on bonding or grants for financial relief would still have to be 
made through ARPA. 

Robbins put the rate impact situation in perspective stating, “The problem is, we’re in 
just the first three or four years of this and it’s getting worse, and if they say it’s thirty years, 
I can’t even comprehend what this will do over that time.”  The commissioners assured the 
businessmen they would accompany them at the next opportunity to attend a monthly 
ARPA meeting and be placed on their agenda for a discussion of the rate situation and 
Repowering Project status. By Russ Baldwin

Prowers Lodging Panel Funds May Events
Four of the five funding requests to the Prowers Lodging Tax Panel were approved by 

board members during their monthly meeting, Monday, February 19.  The annual Wild 
West BBQ Contest is partnering with the Cinco de Mayo celebration this year at Willow 
Creek Park, and there are plans to include a Low Rider Car Show for the two day event set 
for May 10th and 11th this year.  While the BBQ contest will remain in place, Cinco de 
Mayo events will be moved from the North Side Park.  Organizers had requested $6,000 
to market and publicize events, but received $4,000 from the board as by-laws prevent 
funding of merchandise items.  A portion of the request would have been used to rent 
kid’s inflatable rides. 

Two future rodeo events received funding for May.  Cade Spitz outlined the May 16 
-18 Colorado Junior Rodeo Association that will be held at Lamar Community College as 
well as the May 17 – 19 Colorado State High School Rodeo set for the Prowers County 
Fairgrounds.  Spitz said approximately 500 contestants will converge in Lamar for the two 
events.  The board approved $4,000 for the Junior Rodeo and $7,000 for the State High 
School Rodeo.  The funds will be used for contract fees and for marketing. 

Pat Palmer’s request of $1,500 for contract fees for a May 11 draft horse exhibition 
and rides was approved.  The funds will also go to contract fees for the Willow Creek 
Park event which will run during the BBQ contest and Cinco de Mayo.  Palmer said the 
exhibition will be located on the west side of the park, the same site as last year. Read the 
complete article online at: theprowersjournal.com By Russ Baldwin

Commissioners Continued from Front...



Veteran Information 
Veterans, your continued good 
health is important.  Be sure to 
call 719-336-7155 for your local 
medical needs.  Area Veterans, 
you’ve served your country,  let 
the PMG VA Medical Clinic in 
Lamar serve you.  You can also 
call 855-779-0833 to schedule 
an appointment or to have your 
questions answered.

The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is less 
than two years old and making 
an impact in the county.  Make 
a business impact with your 
Classified Ad this week in The 
Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - February 27, 2013
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
For Rent

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet, 
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own 
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000

LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department 
receives found property on a con-
tinual basis that includes bicycles, 
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses 
and numerous other items. These 
items are kept for 6 months in an 
attempt to locate the owners. We 
encourage persons with lost prop-
erty to contact the police depart-
ment Monday through Friday 
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Help Wanted
P.O.S.T. Certified Police Officer
The Town of Granada is currently seeking a P.O.S.T. Cer-
tified Police Officer for a full-time position with the Gran-
ada Police Department. We are looking for a self-moti-
vated, honest, hardworking individual. Prior experience 
and being fluent in Spanish is a plus, but not necessary. 
Applications may be requested by e-mail at granadapd@
secom.net; telephone (719) 734-5211 or (719) 734-
5411; or picked up in person at the Town of Granada’s 
Police Department or Clerk’s Office at 103 South Main, 
Granada, Colorado. Applications must be turned in by 
Monday, February 28, 2013 either by e-mail (at above 
address); faxed (719) 734-5036; mailed to Granada Po-
lice Department-P.O. Box 258-Granada, CO-81041; or 
in person at 103 South Main, Granada, Colorado. The 
Town of Granada is an equal opportunity employer. Clos-
ing date for applications is February 28, 2013.

Seasonal Maintenance Position
Lamar Housing Authority is currently accepting applica-
tions for a temporary seasonal maintenance person to 
join our team.  The ideal candidate will be knowledge-
able in general maintenance and landscaping practices, 
possess house cleaning abilities, able to lift heavy objects 
on a regular basis, maintain equipment, and be capable 
of conducting assigned duties with minimal supervi-
sion. Must be 18 years of age or older and possess a valid 
Colorado driver’s license.   This is a temporary, seasonal 
position, working 40 hours per week and lasting 6 to 8 
months.  Please submit an application through the Job 
Service at 405 East Olive, Lamar, CO  81052 by March 
8, 2013.  Applications may also be emailed to executive-
director@lamarhouisng.org by March 8, 2013.

Medical Billing Representative
Medical Billing Representative needed in Lamar Office. 
Full-time position. Experience preferred with insurance 
claims and patient collections. Send resume to: Reim-
bursement Managers, PO Box 544, Lamar, CO 81052 
or email to: rosemary@medmoneymanagers.com.

Community Discussion Meeting
Please make note that a Community Discussion 

Meeting with the City Administrator John Sutherland 
will take place on March 5, 2013, at the Lifecenter For-
esquare Church located at 1807 S. 11th St. here in La-
mar.  The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m.  Please bring 
any questions or concerns about the city or any other 
pertinent topics and prepare for some spontaneous dis-
cussion.

       

Zumba Fitness at the  
Community Building

Ditch the workout, join the par-
ty! Tasha Shelton offers Zumba 
classes every Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 5:30-6:30pm at the 
Lamar Community Building.  
Classes are $5 or a punch card 
can be purchased: 10 classes for 
$30 or 20 classes for $50.

Quality Pancakes, Flipped by Experts 
Experience an all-you-can eat pancake supper, Monday, 
March 4 from 5pm to 7pm at the Wiley School Cafete-
ria.  The Wiley Lions Club continues a fifty year tradi-
tion with this community event.  Funds raised will go to 
the Lion’s Wiley Scholarship Fund.  Adults pay $6 and 
students pay $4 for pancakes, sausages, eggs and bever-
age.  A game night will follow the meal in the school 
gym.  Contact Chester Vetter at 829-4311 for more in-
formation.

Yard Sale – No Early Birds
March 1-3, 8am to ??  All size clothes, toys, movies, 
jewelry. Antiques – china sets, red Cape Cod glass wear, 
tools, 1960 Tonka toys, 1970 Hot Wheels, matchbox, 
hand crank ice cream maker. Too much to mention.

House for Sale
1000 Kerr Street, Eads, CO-4 bedroom, 2 bath, sprin-
kler in front yard, unattached garage & carport-For more 
information please call 719-688-0776

ART THERAPY
Join the folks at Juniper Village 
for some art therapy on March 
6 at 6pm. They will have tips 
and techniques on how to ex-
press your self through art.  This 
is a away to relax and release 
tension while expressing your-
self. Light snacks and drinks 
will be available along with art 
supplies. Call to reserve your 
spot today
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Lamar Redevelopment Authority Board Okays
Funding for Downtown Coffee Shop

Brew Unto Others, Coffee with a Cause, is the name of a proposed, church supported cof-
fee shop, which hopes to open their operation this spring in downtown Lamar. Shawna Hodge, 
Executive Director of Lamar Partnership Incorporated and Renee Beebe, who will manage the 
property, briefed the Lamar Redevelopment Authority Board on the business operation and the 
need for $26,000 in funding from the Authority to install a sprinkler system at 119 South Main, 
the site of the former Curves center.

John and Leslie Miller of Colorado Springs own the property and the Lamar Church of God 
wants to rent the building and operate a for-profit coffee shop and community events/meeting 
center. The church plans to raise enough funds to purchase the building. The facility will be open 
six days a week, and according to Beebe, will employ from three to five persons, depending on 
whether the coffee shop will be functioning or a specific event or gathering at the address. The 
requested $26,000 would be used for the code-required sprinkler system. Once that funding has 
been granted, the work to convert the building into the coffee shop can proceed. Roger Stagner, 
Lamar Mayor, asked if there were plans to alter the coffee shop into a full time church at that 
address. Stagner said he was concerned because if there is a change of use of that nature, the taxes 
generated by the coffee shop would be lost to the city. After the board voted approval, Shawna 
Hodge said she would be in touch with City Administrator John Sutherland to proceed with the 
next steps for securing the funding.

Administrator Sutherland reminded the council of several future events including the annual 
meeting of Lamar Partnership Incorporated at noon this Wednesday, February 27 at the Lamar 
Chamber of Commerce offices. The annual meeting for PCDI, Prowers County Development 
Incorporated will be held that evening at 6pm at the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn. An election of 
new officers will be held during the business meeting. The Colorado Office of Economic De-
velopment and International Trade will be held at the large lecture hall in the Bowman Building 
at Lamar Community College on Monday, March 11, from 9am to noon to continue work on 
the Colorado Blueprint and a city council retreat session will be held Wednesday, March 13, at 
10:30am, also at the college.

Doug Harbour of Voices of Southeast Colorado gave a briefing to the council on plans for 
a second annual 9/11 tribute to First Responders, Dispatchers and Veterans, scheduled for Sep-
tember 14 at the Prowers County Fairgrounds. Voices of Southeast Colorado is partnering with 
Voces Unidas on the project and the Prowers County Commissioners have waived fairground 
fees for the event. Harbour asked the council for permission to use their name on the introduc-
tory letter he is sending to regional organizations that may wish to participate in the events. 
Harbour said the city will not have to spend a cent for their sponsorship on the letter. The parade 
is planned to begin just north of the Main Street railroad tracks in Lamar and proceed into the 
fairgrounds along Savage Avenue. The Al Kaly Shriner organization has been contacted and they 
are planning to send between 100 to 150 members to take part in the festivities and Harbour 
said he’s contacted the Colorado Springs Police Honor Guard who may be able to attend. So far, 
just the outline of activities and potential groups have been considered, but Harbour said there 
is ample time to plan for more local activities and groups and he will contact organizations from 
Julesburg to Boise City, Oklahoma, Garden City, Kansas and west to the mountains to invite 
them to share and take part in the ceremonies.

The Lamar Municipal Swimming Pool and waterslide will be resurfaced this year. The coun-
cil approved a bid to Pacific Western Coatings for $54,820 for the project which was a budgeted 
item for 2013. The city has used the services of the company in the past, according to Parks and 
Recreation Director, Rick Akers.

Building Material Supply in Lamar was awarded the bid to supply the city with fertilizer for 
parks, cemeteries and ball fields. BMS had the low bid of the four submitted at $11,018.50, 
based on the city purchasing policy which allows 5% in preference points for local vendors.

Wiley Work, Lamar City Engineer, outlined a recent request from Marion Kinder, Joe Gon-

zales and Russell Anderson to subdivide properties they own between 900 and 1004 South 14.  
The council set March 11 at 7pm for a public hearing for the approval of the final plat of the 
Comer Subdivision.

The council approved the re-appointments of Judy Arnold, Darrell Finney and Bryon Mar-
ples for three year terms each on the Lamar Tree Board. The terms will expire in 2016. By Russ 
Baldwin

Jeremy Miller, New County VA Representative
Jeremy Miller has become the Prowers County Veterans Administration representative, replac-

ing Carol Grauberger who, after 34 years of service in that capacity, retired at the end of 2012. 
Miller, who served in the U.S. Navy and recently retired from the U.S. Naval Reserves, says 

he wants to reach as many local vets as possible and keep them informed of the services that are 
available to them.  “I want to start conducting some outreach programs where I can distribute 
information to area vets, their spouses and children and even widows of veterans,” he said.  He 
said he plans to set up information tables at events such as Cinco de Mayo, Lamar Days or the an-
nual Oktoberfest where he can distribute information, and at the local SOS Center on East Olive 
Street.  Miller said it’s important that vets know about the VA benefits and the medical transpor-
tation vans that can be used for appointments in Denver at the VA hospital and other areas. 

“We have three vehicles and volunteer drivers that can take vets and their spouses or other 
family members to their appointments,” he offered.  Miller said the vans make about 350 trips a 
year and are funded through grants.   There’s no cost to the veteran to take the trip.  “Our grant 
cycle almost runs through the whole year, but the local Elks lodge contributes funds to us to close 
the gap for about one month out of the year,” Miller explained.  “All you need to do is contact me 
at 336-2606 between 8 and 5, Monday through Friday and make an appointment a day ahead of 
time,” he added.  The volunteer drivers make sure the veteran gets to the front information desk 
and coordinates with the patient for their return trip once they’ve seen a medical provider. 

“It’s also important younger vets know about the Post 911 GI Bill available to them,” he said.  
Miller suggested returnees or anyone who served in Iraq or Afghanistan for more than 90 days 
contact him to get a list of the benefits for which they may qualify.  “You receive your benefits 
based on the number of days of service in those areas and the longer you’ve served, the more you 
can receive,” he explained.  If you had an E5 pay grade you can also qualify for a stipend along 
with providing some of your tuition costs.  Miller said he plans to contact Lamar Community 
College to coordinate information to veterans who are attending the community college, making 
sure they know about all the education benefits they may have available.  He said it’s possible that 
a veteran can transfer his benefits to his children or spouse if they want to use it for their educa-
tion at LCC, and Miller can help explain how that process works. 

Miller returned to Lamar from Hays, Kansas where he had been working, but says he was 
always looking for ways to come back to the community.  “A friend suggested I check out the 
Colorado Workforce webpage through our facebook contacts.  I sent in my resume, got an inter-
view and was hired for the position.  Now I’m back in Lamar and closer to my family, and I’m 
ready to hopefully expand the scope of VA services to area vets,” he explained. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar Eagles & Honkers Support Local Charities
The Lamar Eagles Aerie & the Lamar Chamber of Commerce Honkers jointly sponsored a 

“Comedy Night” in January. With comic relief, money was raised to support the two local chari-
ties of SECCI – South Eastern Colorado Cancer Initiative & the Remember Foundation. Both 
organizations support families in southeastern Colorado with expenses related to supporting indi-
viduals with cancer (SECCI-Cathy Buxton) and expenses related to the support and care of indi-
viduals with Alzheimer’s or Dementia (Remember Foundation – Holly Burton). Both charitable 
organizations received $500.00 from the proceeds of the event. Thank you to all who attended 
and shared in the fun of the evening.

The next Comedy Night fundraiser will be Friday, April 5th, at the Lamar Eagles Aerie, 1220 
South Main Street, in Lamar. The Eagles will be preparing dinner that evening beginning at 6:00 
p.m. and the comedy show will begin at 7:30 p.m. This event will be open to the public – you do 
not need to be a member to attend the show. Headlining Comic is Matt Baca with feature Vin-
nie Montez. Tickets are limited and will be available by talking with any Lamar Honker or at the 
Lamar Eagles Aerie (719-336-3780).



Letter to the Editor Policy
The identity of the letter writer must be verified before pub-
lication.  Phone numbers will not be published, but are used 
to verify identity of the letter writer.  Letters may be edited 
for grammar, length and civility.  No third party letters will 
be published.  The publication of a Letter to the Editor does 
not constitute an endorsement of the writer’s comments by 
The Prowers Journal or Robinson Printing, Inc.  Due to 
space consideration, Letters to the Editor may be published 
online, but not necessarily in our Wednesday newsletter. Let-
ters may be sent to The Prowers Journal, 208 South Main 
Street, Lamar, CO. 81052

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit 
offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 
7:30am to 5pm.  Please 
make reservations 24 hours 
in advance.  Call for your 
ride at 719-336-8034.  Se-
nior Discount Tickets are 
available in the front office 
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Wake Up Workout
Need an early morning 
workout to get you going? 
Then this is the perfect 
class for you! This is Yoga 
and Toning class taught by 
Mary Minor. Designed to 
relieve stress, to keep you 
motivated and help you 
stretch yourself into a New 
You!
Classes meet every Tues-
day and Thursday at 6:00 
AM and on Thursday Eve-
nings at 7:00 PM at the 
Community Building. The 
cost of these classes is the 
Daily Visit Fee or you can 
use your punch card or an-
nual pass.
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Weekend Local Scores:
Girls Basketball:
Wiley 38 - McClave 21
Eads 46 - McClave 29
Holly 44 - Granada 40
Granada 49 - Cheraw 45

Boys Basketball:
McClave 58 - Wiley 39
McClave 66 - Eads 40
Holly 50 - Granada 41

Sports Schedule 
Basketball:
1A – District II
Thur– Feb 28 – Semifinals – Lamar Comunity Center
7pm: #1 Cheyenne Wells vs ?
Sat – Mar 2 – Championship - Lamar Community Building
6pm (Championship)

1A – District III
Fri – Mar 1 – Semifinals – Lamar Wellness Center
7pm: #1 Wiley vs Walsh/Manzanola
4pm: #2 Holly vs South Baca/Kim 
Sat – Mar 2 – Championship Round – Lamar Wellness Center
7pm: (Championship)
Mar 1-2 Lamar @ District Tournament at Pueblo Central

LCC Sport Schedule
Men’s Basketball
Mar 2-6 LCC @ Region IX Tournament

Baseball
Feb 27 Seward County Community College @ LCC
Mar 3 Northeastern Junior College @ LCC
Mar 5 Frank Phillips @ LCC

Softball
Feb 27 Otero Junior College @ LCC
Mar 2-3 LCC @ Tournament in Pratt, KS
Mar 5-6 LCC @ Luna Community College

Protecting YOUR Family’s Standard of Living

Food Pantry Donations
Donations to the Holly Ministe-
rial Food Pantry can be made to 
P.O. Box 549 in Holly, Colorado, 
81047.  The food pantry is open 
between 11am and 2pm on the 
fourth Friday of each month at 
124 South Main Street in Hol-
ly.  Call Pastor Kurtis Klingham-
mer for more information at 719-
537-6060.

Scholarships Available
The Lamar Utility Board and Arkansas 
River Power Authority is accepting schol-
arship applications until April 19, 2013 
for high school seniors from McClave, 
Wiley and Lamar.  The three seniors se-
lected by the Lamar Utility Board will re-
ceive a $1,000 scholarship each, based on 
their written theme.  This year’s theme is, 
“How does renewable energy impact the 
environment, and what challenges would 
the electric utilities face in implement-
ing renewable energy?”  Call 719-336-
7456 for more information. 

Area School Activities
Lamar:
Feb 27-28   All schools - P/T Conferences - 2pm dismissal
Feb 25-Mar 8  TCAP Testing Window - 3rd Grade Reading

Holly:
Feb 27 Club/Group pictures for the yearbook
   FCW 6:00pm
   JH Wrestling Sports Pictures
   Lamar Science Fair
   Pk-12 Spring Portraits
Feb 28   Elementary Care Cat @ 8am
Mar 1   Staff Development

McClave:
Feb 27   3rd Grade Reading TCAP
Feb 28   3rd Grade Reading TCAP
Mar 1    FFA Community Clean Up
Mar 2    Girls in the Middle @ LCC

Wiley:
Feb 26-27  3rd Grade TCAP Reading Test
Feb 27    100th Day of School Party K-2nd, 3-4th
   FFA Crops/Ag Mechanics @ Pritchett

Granada:
Mar 4-5    P/T Conferences - 2pm dismissal

Zonta Rose Day is Coming!
It’s your chance to order yellow roses 
for those you care about.  Cost is 
$5.00, and proceeds go toward edu-
cation scholarships for women in 
our local area.  Orders must be in 
by March 1 and delivery will be on 
Thursday, March 7.  Contact any 
Zonta member or call 336-0861. 
Orders should be returned to PO 
Box 305 or Karen @ 202 S 5th St.

Host an International 
Exchange Student

Few experiences can spark an 
interest in the world like host-
ing an exchange student. Host 
families come in all shapes 
and sizes! Learn more about 
how you can get involved with 
high school exchange today by 
visiting effoundation.org or by 
contacting Toni States at 719-
688-0785.

Youth Soccer
Registration is now open for 
the Spring Youth Soccer pro-
gram from the Lamar Parks 
and Rec Department. Teams 
will play on Saturdays from 
April 6 to May 11. The fee is 
$20 until March 24 and $40 
after, so sign up early! Regis-
tration closes on March 29.



Law Enforcement
Case#: 13L-01745 Officer: Inman Date: Tue Feb 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Elvis Deleon in the 600 blk. of N. 5th St. on an active arrest warrant out of Prowers County. 
Elvis is being held on a $750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01767   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Wed Feb 20, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Sonia Mendoza, 25, of Lamar, was arrested in the area of N 5th St and W Sherman St on an active warrant. Sonia 
was transported to the Prowers County Jail where she is being held on a $1000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01799    Officer: P. Wilson    Date: Wed Feb 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Lillian Sigala-Medina, 24, was arrested on a warrant and transported to the Prowers County Jail where she is be-
ing held on a $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01784 Officer: Inman Date: Wed Feb 20 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Abraham Kalani in the 400 blk. of N. 4th St. on an active arrest warrant.  Kalani is being held 
without bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01806   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Thu Feb 21, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Abraham Kalani, 33, of Lamar, was arrested in the 100 blk of E Oak St on an active warrant. Kalani will remain 
at the Prowers County Jail with an additional $192.00 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0441 Vicious Animal                 06:49:08 02/15/13 R Rodriguez     INA
Deputy Rodriguez responded to Holly for a report of a vicious dog. The dog attacked several sheep.  Incident 
remains under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0460 Criminal Trespass              16:23:24 02/17/13 J Parker        INA
Det. J. Parker responded to the 8000 blk of Cnty Rd SS on a report of a criminal trespass.  Deputy found some-
one had entered a secured parking lot and broke into a motor home.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0468 Disturbance                    10:49:09 02/19/13 T Weisenhorn    CCI
Detective T Weisenhorn issued citations to Rusty Miller and Adam Perez for disorderly conduct. Subjects were 
involved in a fight in the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0470 Theft-Auto mobil                13:47:51 02/19/13 T Weisenhorn    ACT
Detective T Weisenhorn took a report of a motor vehicle theft in the 400 Blk ofN 12th St. The vehicle was sold 
without the owners permission. Warrants will be issued for the suspect.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0472 Traffic Violation              22:29:29 02/19/13 M Palacios      CAA
Deputy Palacios contacted Dale Corbin in the 7000 blk of hwy 50 on a traffic  violation. Corbin was arrested for 
driving while his license is revoked and speeding.  Corbin was taken and his being held at the Prowers County 
Jail on a $750 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0485 Wanted Person                  11:00:11 02/21/13 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputy Rodriguez arrested Mariah Caldwell, 19 of Lamar, on a warrant in the 100block of E. Hickory St.  The 
warrant was for Failure to Comply on original charge of 1st Degree Trespassing of a Dwelling.  Caldwell is being 
held on a $4000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0487 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 21:08:25 02/21/13 J Parker        ACT
Det. J. Parker responded to the 36000 blk of Hwy 287 on a report of a vehicle spinning out and throwing rocks 
onto another vehicle.  No damage was observed to the reporting person’s vehicle.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0488 Unattended Death               22:07:54 02/21/13 J Parker        OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the 200 blk of Meadowlark Lane in Wiley on a report of an attended death.  Hospice 
was notified and responded to the residence.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0489 Traffic Complaint              09:08:02 02/22/13 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputy Rodriguez responded to Hwy 287 south of Lamar for a traffic complaint. The reporting party refused to 
sign a complaint after the other driver was contacted for a traffic offense.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0491 fingerprinting of public       09:40:13 02/22/13 K Morgan        OHS
Eric Triplett, 34 of Colorado Springs came in to register as a sex offender.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01810   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Thu Feb 21, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Jenilea McCarty, 30, of Lamar, was arrested in the 1700 blk of S Main St after being observed driving without a valid driver’s 
license. Jenilea was taken into custody and transported to the Prowers County Jail where she is held on $10,000.00 bond.

Case#:  13L-01807  Officer:  R. Macias  Date:  Thu Feb 21 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 1300 block of North Main Street in regards to a trespassing.  Rp advised they did 
not want subject on property or they would pursue charged the next time subject was on their property.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:  13L-01811  Officer:  R. Macias  Date:  Thu Feb 21 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Richard Jones, 36 of Lamar, in regards to a Prowers County Court Warrant.  Jones was arrested 
and taken to Prowers County Jail.  He is being held on a $1500.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-01812  Officer: Kenny Davis  Date: 02/21/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to the 1600 Block of S 13th St. concerning a Yorkie type of dog tied in the 
yard without shelter, food, or water.  A door tag was left at the resident concerning providing proper care for the 
animal.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01823 Officer: Inman Date: Thu Feb 21 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1800 blk. of S. 10th St. for a report of a residence being egged. Officers searched the 
area and were unable to locate anyone. There was no damage to property.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01848   Officer: Sgt. Gonzales   Date:  Sat Feb 23 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
On 2-22-13 at 1502 Hrs. officers responded to a report of juveniles trespassing at Savage Stadium.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01851 Officer: Inman Date: Fri Feb 22 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1200 blk. of S. 14th St. for a report of juveniles riding dirt bikes. Officers contacted the 
juveniles and they were given a verbal warning.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01854 Officer: M. Harris Date: Fri Feb 22, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to Prowers Medical Center on report of an animal bite. Officers contacted the victim and 
documented the incident. This matter is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01859 Officer: Pierce Date: Sat Feb 23 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Amber Wilson, 18, of Lamar in the 900 block of East Maple Street. Wilson was found to have 
burglarized a business in the area.  Wilson was arrested and taken to Prowers County Jail where she is held on 
$50,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01860  Officer: T Cope  Date: Sat Feb 23  2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 10 block of Mayhew Dr. for a suspicious person.  Officers were able to get the subject 
a place for the night.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01873   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sun Feb 24, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer was dispatched to the 400 blk of N 1st St for juveniles going under a fence at the coal plant. The juveniles 
were retrieving their ball that had gone over the fence by accident.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01874   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sat Feb 23, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 800 blk of W Park St on a disturbance. Nathan Martinez, of Lamar, and Phenia 
Martinez, of Pueblo were taken into custody and transported to the Prowers County Jail where they have a bond 
of $500 each.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01877   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sun Feb 24, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer was contacted in the 500 blk of S Main St on a report of possible theft from a Red Box. This matter 
is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01882 Officer: M. Harris Date: Sat Feb 23, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were performing a random patrol through LCC Dorm parking lot and contacted students with alcohol 
and drug paraphernalia. Three subjects were cited.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01887   Officer: T Cope     Date: Sun Feb 24 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Geoffrey Coar, 49, of Lamar, for DUI.  Geoffrey is held at Prowers County Jail on a $1,000 
dollar bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-01888 Officer: Pierce Date: Sun Feb 24 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of North 9th Street on a report of an unknown person knocking on a win-
dow. Officers checked the area but were not able to find any persons out in the area.

——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com



part of Taco John’s International, as they are always 
striving to bring new food that people love, while 
also continuing to stay consistent with old tradi-
tions.  My family and I would like to thank everyone 
for their support, and we will continue to be the best 
that we can.

 

Sincerely,

The Estep Family

Taco John’s

1701 South Main - 719-336-7718

     February 27, 2013

Hi!  We are the Estep Family.  My name is Clint, 
my wife is Andrea and our six children are Andrew, 
Kalyn, Travis, Michael, Makayla and Meranda.  We 
have been the proud owners of Taco John’s since Jan-
uary of 2011, when we took over after a long reign by 
Les and Betty Scriven.  It is our mission to continue 
to provide a great restaurant for Lamar and the sur-
rounding areas, and to help in different ways with the 
communities.

 

I started working at Taco John’s in High School, 
the year of 1992, to pay for a 1978 Trans Am.  I en-
joyed working, so I asked the Manager if I could run 
my own shifts and he agreed.  I left Taco John’s after 
I graduated in 1994, and then returned six years later 
as General Manager in 2000.  Taco John’s has been 
good to me in all aspects of my life.

 

 Andrea and I will continue to strive to carry the 
40 year torch of Taco John’s in Lamar.  We love help-
ing the community when we can.  We enjoy being a 
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Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 6am til 6pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing

3 Min. Lunches

Now Available at

Cow Palace Pasta Bar

Mon - Fri

7 Cases of Pertussis Confirmed
for Prowers County

Lamar, CO– Prowers County Public Health officials have received lab 
confirmation of seven (7) pertussis cases in Lamar, Colorado.

Pertussis, a respiratory illness commonly known as “whooping cough” 
or“100 day cough”, is a very contagious disease caused by a type of bac-
teria called Bordetella pertussis. This disease is spread from person to 
person usually spread by coughing or sneezing while in close contact with 
others, who then breathe in the pertussis bacteria. Many infants who get 
pertussis are infected by older siblings, parents or caregivers who might 
not even know they have the disease.

Symptoms of pertussis usually develop within 7–10 days after being 
exposed, but sometimes not for as long as 6 weeks. Early symptoms usu-
ally start with cold-like symptoms and maybe a mild cough or fever. The 
best way to know is to contact your health care provider.

Pertussis is a vaccine-preventable disease. Due to the outbreak, Prow-
ers County Public Health and Environment is advising parents to check 
their child’s immunization record to ensure they are up to date with their 
vaccinations for pertussis. All adults are also advised to obtain the vac-
cination if they have not had the vaccination. Residents are advised to 
check with their health care provider or call the health department if they 
are uncertain about their vaccination status.

For more information you can call Prowers County Public Health 
and Environment at 336-8721 or you can visit www.prowerscounty.net 
CDC website http://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/.

Recycle Ink Cartridges
Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the Lamar Senior Cen-
ter on East Olive Street.  The Lamar Eagles send the cartridges in for reim-
bursement and use the funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

Education for Veterans
Veterans, do you know if you qualify for the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill? Find 
out with a call to your local VA representative, Jeremy Miller in Lamar at 
719-336-2606. You might qualify for funding for your education.


