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•Board Certified Clinicians
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adult, & elderly
•Psychological testing
•Same day & after hours appointments
•Accepts medicaid, medicare & most insurances
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Andrade, Schnabel Begin New Term as
County Commissioners
The first meeting of the year for the Prowers County Board of Commissioners was
brief as commissioners Millbrand, Marble and Schnabel approved the low bid from Tri
County Ford for a 2013 Fusion for the County Health Department. Commissioners
discussed the 2013 LiveWell contract and Wellnet Contracts with Justin Lee, Director
of County Public Health and Environment but tabled any action on them, pending additional information in on-going negotiations.
Staffon Warn, Rural Fire Chief discussed the bids received from two private citizens
for the purchase of two fire trucks from the Bristol department. Identically priced bids
of $500 had been submitted for each truck and the commissioners decided that each bid
would receive one truck apiece. On another matter, Warn told the commissioners that
the dissolution of the Lamar Prowers County Volunteer Fire Department is in transition.
That action took place at the end of 2012 with former members serving either the city
or county on fire calls. Warn said he had 25 members available, but had bunker gear for
only 15, as had been the case earlier. He explained that county volunteers will now only
respond to those calls that are issued from the city under a mutual aid agreement. Commissioner Marble suggested that CPA Ronnie Farmer be asked to review the transfer of
assets between the fire fighting departments.
Linda Fairbairn, Director of Social Services for the county reviewed the language in
a RFP, Request for Proposal, to be submitted to prospective attorneys who would serve
as the county’s child welfare lawyer. The current attorney, Mark MacDonnell, was appointed to serve as judge on the 16th Judicial District. An interim attorney will be sought
to work for a 60 day period while a permanent replacement is hired.
The last piece of business on the morning’s agenda was the annual review of his
department by County Coroner, Joe Giadone. Giadone said that his 2012 budget came
in under expectations, due mostly to a decrease in cases and the number of autopsies
performed for the past year compared to 2011. “We had 101 calls and seven autopsies in
2011 and only 67 cases and two autopsies for 2012,” he stated. Giadone noted the cost of
an autopsy had gone up $500 over the past year and compared local numbers to as many
as 3,000 performed in one of the Front Range counties.

Mindrat Consulting, LLC

313 S. 5th St. #5
Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 691-2254

Cathy L. Smotherman-Erickson / Branch Manager
KSL#:L0.0027454 CML#: 100034801 NMLS#: 391856

719.336.4430 Direct
719.940.7454 Cell
719.336.4437 Fax
cerickson@ulc.com E-Mail
313 S. 5th Street Suite 2
Lamar, CO 81052
www.link2ulc.com
Colorado & Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company

a mortgage banker

NMLS#: 2996

$$ LOANS $$
336-0901
Your Local
Supervised
Lender
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FARM & RANCH
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

719.336.7802
Gene Cruikshank, Broker

www.cruikshankrealty.com

With business concluded, Commissioners Millbrand, Marble and Schnabel voted to
close the meeting to make way for the swearing-in ceremony of the county’s newly elected
officials. It was at that point that Gene Millbrand, now a private citizen after eight years
of service to the county, quietly said his good-byes to his associates.
The ceremony was held in the county courtroom on the third floor of the courthouse with
Judge Stan Brinkley presiding. Wendy Buxton-Andrade took her oath of office from Judge Brinkley before several dozen friends and family. With her victory in the November general election,
Andrade becomes the county’s first female commissioner, representing District Three.
She was followed by Henry Schnabel who will continue to represent the first District
for his second term in office. County District Attorney Jennifer Swanson retained her
position in the election for the final time as she is term limited as the County DA, and
Judge Tallman took his oath of office, as he too retained his seat in the election.
The first order of new business under the commissioners for 2013 was the reorganization of county officials. Joe Marble was elected as commissioner chairman, replacing
Gene Millbrand. All other individuals under consideration in county service retained
their positions, per commissioner vote. The commissioners authorized the mileage travel
reimbursement rate for employees at $0.24 per mile for medical purposes and $0.37 for
business related travel. A resolution transferring $100,000 to the Department of Social
Services for payroll from the Sales Tax Fund was also approved.
Lamar Fire Chief Marshall Cook reviewed the 2013 Prowers County Emergency
Medical and Trauma Systems Plan for the commissioners. He explained that each of the
six participating counties in southeast Colorado receive $15,000 in state funding which
most will apply to cover the cost of their ambulance services, although each county has
leeway in how those funds are spent. A yearly plan outlining expenditures is required
in order to qualify for future funding. Cook said Lamar and Holly split the funding
75%/25% for their ambulance costs. By Russ Baldwin

Prowers Medical Center Welcomes
Dr. George Kunhardt to Healthcare Team
Prowers Medical Center and Prowers Medical Group welcome Dr. George Kunhardt,
OB/GYN as the newest member of our Healthcare Team.
Dr. Kunhardt received his medical degree from Boston University School of Medicine
in 1978 and went on to complete his Family Practice internship and residency program
at the University of Massachusetts in Fitchburg. He completed an OB/GYN Residency at
the University of Connecticut School of Medicine in 1993.
George Kunhardt, MD is a Board Certified Fellow with the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. He has several academic appointments that include:
Clinical Instructor in Medicine, Harvard Medical School
Instructor in OB/GYN, the University of Connecticut Health Center
Instructor in OB/GYN, Greater Lawrence Family Practice Residency
Instructor in OB/GYN, UCSF Medical Center
Instructor in OB/GYN, Touro School of Osteopathy
Preceptor in OB/GYN, University of New England
As a provider of the obstetrics and gynecology specialties, Dr. Kunhardt has completed
the necessary training to be adept at providing services for women through life’s transitions, from teens through menopause and beyond. He is dedicated to comprehensive
healthcare for women and will work with them to help make decisions about their care,
to assure healthy life styles, healthy pregnancies, and healthy relationships.
Our Women’s Health Clinic team of providers, nurses and staff understand that caring
means reaching out to women with services that provide physical, social and emotional
well-being. The addition of Dr. Kunhardt to our Healthcare Team expands our scope and
choices for patients to receive the highest quality of Obstetric and Gynecological services
right here close to home.
Dr. George Kunhardt began his practice on December 17, 2012. To schedule an appointment, please call the Prowers Medical Group Women’s Health Clinic at 719-3363179 or our main clinic number at 719-336-6767.
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Run Smart

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.

Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling
6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax: 719-336-8159

210 S Main St • Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-9095

aphic
r
G
&
n
s

Sig

ion

Solut

Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design • Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps
Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
email: lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com
Fine Dining, Casual Atmosphere

1st Class Menu...
1st Class Service...
Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch
1 1 am to 2 pm
Highway 50 • Granada, CO 81041
(719) 734-5115 • (719) 734-5116

VALLEY MEMORIAL
F UNERAL C HAPEL
Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011
119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229
Toll Free 888.336.9011
valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com
valleymemorialfc.com

LPD K9 Patrol Nabs Drugs on Bus
On Monday, January 07, 2013 at approximately 12:18 PM officers utilized K-9
Wiley and Officer Cope to sniff the Greyhound Bus in the 1000 block N. Main
Street.
K-9 Wiley alerted to a bag on the bus which rendered two brick shaped packages which smelled of marijuana. Officers checked the contents in the packaging
which was consistent with packaging used to transport illegal narcotics.
The contents rendered 639 grams of marijuana which converted into approximately one and a half pounds. Officers were informed the subject seated where
the marijuana was located fled on foot.
Officers later located the subject, found to be Marcus Medina in the 800 block
S. 6th Street, where he was taken into custody and held at Prowers County Jail on
a $30,000.00 bond.

Obituaries

Judy Nolder - March 13, 1943 – December 31, 2012 - A funeral service for longtime

Lamar resident Judy Nolder was held Monday, January 7, 2013 at the Peacock Family
Chapel. Burial followed in the Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar. For current information
and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Julio C. Vargas - January 7, 1932 – January 3, 2013 - Julio C. Vargas, 80, of Guymon
passed away Thursday evening, January 3, 2013 at the Dunaway Manor in Guymon,
Oklahoma. The son of Ascension and Concepcion (Casias) Vargas, he was born January
7, 1932 in Granada, Colorado. Julio and Erlinda Mary Rios were united in marriage in
November 1964 at Pueblo, Colorado. Julio grew up in the Lamar, Colorado area, where
he worked for Cliff and Beverly Augustine on their ranch near Lamar. Friends can sign
the online guest book and leave condolences at www.bunchroberts.com.
Herbert H. Whiting - March 29, 1917 – January 1, 2013 - Memorial services for Lamar, Colorado resident, Herbert Whiting, will be held at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, January 10,
2013 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar. Reverend Ian Blacker will officiate.
Per Herbert’s request, cremation has taken place and there will be no public visitation. For
more information or online condolences please visit the website at valleymemorialfc.com.
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June 2012 in Review

Lamar and Prowers County were under the gun once again when winds in excess
of 65mph or ‘gustnadoes’ as they were termed by the National Weather Service, swept
through the area on June 2.
Willow Creek Park was hard hit with numerous limbs snapped from trees; a branch
was driven through the roof of the municipal pool building, piercing the ceiling in the
men’s locker room. Power lines came down between Savage and Cedar Streets, gas pumps
at Tank and Tummy on South Main were destroyed with their covering roof collapsed,
several trailers just west of Walmart lost their roofs, power was lost around Two Buttes and
in Baca County and winds tipped a semi at the Wiley Junction. Again, Light Plant power
crews were working around the clock to restore power to portions of Lamar.
Mother Nature wasn’t done with southeast Colorado or the rest of the nation as
within days from the storm, temperatures started climbing into the upper 90s and low
100s where they stayed for most of the month and extended into July. Our area had 16
consecutive days of 100+ degree temperatures. Dry conditions ignited numerous fires
in the mountain ranges between Colorado Springs and the Front Range, the Governor
enacted a fire ban and the Prowers County Sheriff ’s office and commissioners conferred
several times regarding local fire bans as well. A check of local retail stores showed a 40 to
50% increase in sales of water and bags of ice and ALCO department store and Walmart
conducted a brisk business selling portable and window mount air conditioners.
Things were heating up on the local political scene as over 2,000 mail-in ballots were
sent out for the June 26 primary. A series of forums were held earlier, hosted mostly by
Voices of Southeast Colorado, and they afforded local candidates an opportunity to express their views on matters of concern to area voters.
In the primaries, incumbent Henry Schnabel defeated challenger Mike Parker to represent the Republican ticket for District One, 749 to 574. Schnabel would face off against
Democrat Don Seufer. There were two races for District Three and Wendy BuxtonAndrade defeated Roger Stagner on the GOP ticket, 713 to 610. Jillane Hixson defeated
Doug Thrall on the Democratic side which set the scene for the county to have its first
woman Commissioner regardless of the outcome on the November General Election.
The field of candidates was also narrowing for the Lamar City Administrator’s position. Interim Administrator Steven Rabe informed the city council that the field of
candidates had been narrowed to five. A public meet and greet was set for July and final
interviews for the candidates would be held at that time.
Holly Trustee, Brad Simon, was sworn in as Holly’s new mayor for a two year term.
The Trustees would consider his replacement on the board from submitted letters of interest as well as the need to vote for a new mayor pro-tem during their July meeting. Holly
was also in the news with the recognition of Gateway Products Incorporated. The family
owned business was considered a ‘Colorado Company to Watch’ by the Office of Economic Development and International Trade. The operation employs 31 people and was
created in 1976 by Ted Simon.

July 2012 in Review

Two persons were hired to key positions in the community in July. John Sutherland of
Santa Fe, New Mexico was hired by the Lamar City Council as the new City Administrator, replacing interim administrator, Steven Rabe. Sutherland served as County Manager
for Luna County, New Mexico and as City Manager for Tucumcari.
Prowers Medical Center offered the permanent Chief Executive Officer position to
Craig Loveless who had served as interim CEO since late May, replacing James Fairchild.
Loveless was CEO and general counsel for a healthcare management group in California.
The recent personnel changes on the PMC board of directors and the new CEO were
considered one of the avenues through which a level of cooperation among the county
health care providers was initiated.
RN Jackie Brown submitted her resignation as Public Health Care Director for Prowers County, ending her leadership role in that capacity after 22 years. Her final day of
service would come in August, allowing the Prowers County Commissioners time to seek
her replacement. Brown indicated that she would remain in the area, employed in a different facet of health care.
Anthony Moldenhauer joined the Holly Trustees Board in July. Moldenhauer was
approved from a list of interested persons, filling the vacancy created when board member
Brad Simon became mayor.
There was plenty of heat as the stretch of 100 degree days continued to roll through
July. The heatwave and dry climate prevented the traditional July 4 fireworks celebration
from being held at the Prowers County Fairgrounds for this holiday. Year In Review continued on the Business of the Week Insert.

Upcoming Events

Thursday, January 10 - 6:30 pm Community Conversations – City of Lamar Town

Hall Meeting @ Cultural Events Center
Friday, January 11 - 7:00 pm SOS Center Dance
Monday, January 14 - 6:30 pm Lamar RE-2 School Board Meeting • 6:00 pm Free
eMaterials Class @ Lamar Public Library • 7:00 pm Lamar City Council Meeting
Tuesday, January 15 - 12:00 pm Lamar Utilities Board Meeting

Like Us on Facebook

Just Search for:

The Prowers Journal

Optimized for
Mobile!
Scan with your
Smartphone

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Your FREE copy of The Prowers
Journal is available each Wednesday at:
Thriftway in Lamar
Reyman’s Grocery in Holly
The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply
North Love’s Store
Taco Johns
A and B Liquor
Daylight Donut
& 50+ Other Businesses
Be sure to read The Prowers Journal
online at www.theprowersjournal.com

Letter to the Editor
Policy
The identity of the letter writer
must be verified before publication. Phone numbers will
not be published, but are used
to verify identity of the letter
writer. Letters may be edited
for grammar, length and civility. No third party letters will
be published. The publication
of a Letter to the Editor does
not constitute an endorsement
of the writer’s comments by
The Prowers Journal or Robinson Printing, Inc. Due to
space consideration, Letters to
the Editor may be published
online, but not necessarily in
our Wednesday newsletter. Letters may be sent to The Prowers
Journal, 208 South Main Street,
Lamar, CO. 81052. We invite
your comments on our Facebook page.
NOTICE OF MEETING
TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF PROWERS COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT
AND TO ALL OTHER PERSONS TO WHOM IT MAY BE
OF CONCERN:
NOTICE is hereby given that a
work session of the Board of Directors of the Prowers County Hospital District d/b/a Prowers Medical
Center will be held at Prowers
Medical Center, (Education Meeting Room) located at 401 Kendall
Drive, in Lamar, Prowers County,
Colorado, in said District, on
Monday, January 14, 2013 beginning at the hour of 6:30 p.m. The
purpose of the meeting is for an
update from CPI, an update on
Strategic Planning and revisit of
the Personal Conduct, Internet
Use, Electronic Communication,
Social Media and Team Member
Duty of Loyalty and Confidentiality Policy.

The Prowers Journal

CLASSIFIED ADS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF DISSOLUTION OF LAMAR PROWERS COUNTY
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, pursuant to the Colorado Revised Nonprofit Corporation Act,
§ 7-121-101, et seq., C.R.S., the Lamar Prowers
County Volunteer Fire Department (“Volunteer Fire
Department”), a Colorado nonprofit corporation located at 303 E. Poplar Street, Lamar, Colorado 81052, was
dissolved at 11:59 p.m. on December 31, 2012.  Persons
with claims against the dissolved Volunteer Fire Department are requested to present such claims in accordance
with this Notice.
PLEASE BE ADVISED that, unless sooner barred
by any other statute limiting actions, any claim against
the dissolved Volunteer Fire Department will be barred if
an action to enforce the claim is not commenced within
five years after the publication of this Notice or within
four months after the claim arises, whichever is later.
Claims must be submitted: (1) in writing to Christopher Duffy, the registered agent of the Volunteer Fire
Department, at 303 E. Poplar Street, Lamar, Colorado
81052, or to such other registered agent or address as
may be designated on the website of the Colorado Secretary of State; or (2) in any other manner provided by
law.
For purposes of this Notice, “claim” means any
claim, excluding claims of the State of Colorado, whether known, due or to become due, absolute or contingent,
liquidated or unliquidated, founded on contract, tort,
or other legal basis, or otherwise.  An action to enforce
a claim includes an arbitration under any agreement for
binding arbitration between the dissolved Volunteer Fire
Department and the person making the claim, and includes a civil action.  § 7-90-912(4), C.R.S.
 							
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
THE LAMAR PROWERS COUNTY VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT					
By: /s/  Kirk Stegman - President

For Rent

House for Rent
2 bedroom mobile home located in the country. Call
688-8782.
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet,
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000
Vehicle For Sale
Year: 2008, Make: Ford Explorer, Color: Maroon, Mileage: 95, 393 – $11,000 Sold As Is! Contact Lamar Civic
Federal Credit Union, 311 South 5th, Lamar, CO 81052
Call 719-336-4387

Electronics for Sale

Subwoofer For Sale

Polk Audio PSW250 subwoofer - 100 Watt dynamic
power output. Frequency response of 30Hz - 180Hz
produces tight and dynamic bass, built-in amplifier that
gives out 50-Watt continuous average output. $99 OBO
- Call 688-7720

Anniversary Celebration
Lifelong Lamar residents Merlin and Jackie Rife will
celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary at a comeand-go reception hosted by their family. Friends and
family are invited to join the celebration at the Lamar
Elks Lodge on Saturday, January 12, from 2 to 4 p.m.
(no gifts, please). Merlin and Jackie were married on
January 13, 1963, at First Baptist Church in Lamar,
Colorado. They have three children: Fred (Jennifer)
Rife of Cheyenne, Wyoming; Ed (Julie) Rife of Colorado Springs, and Merlinda Rife Morrow of Granada;
seven granddaughters; and one great granddaughter.

Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for
Sage Services in Prowers County. For more information,
call 336-7115.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - January 9, 2013

The Prowers Journal
Classified Ads

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail
business
…are a low-cost, effective way
to reach your clientele, old and
new
…we can accept scripted ads
up to Tuesday afternoon for
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads
anytime
…The Prowers Journal newsletter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters
each week for Lamar, Wiley,
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership
continues to grow
…our online readership continues to grow weekly.
…our numbers are great, so
your business earns a better
return on your investment
Selling a house or car?
Seeking an employee? Posting
an official notice? Running a
seasonal sale?
The Prowers Journal is less
than two years old and making
an impact in the county. Make
a business impact with your
Classified Ad this week in The
Prowers Journal.
Call 719-336-9095 today.
Juniper Village Open House

On January 16 at 4:00pm take a
tour of Juniper Village and see our
brand new room for our Bridge
to Home residents. We will have
a graduation celebration for the
residents who have been through
our program that are back home
and in the community. This will
be a wonderful time for “new beginnings”, new friendships and
snacks.

The Prowers Journal
Volume 2, Number 47

		

January 9, 2013

2012 in Review – September and October
September 2012 in Review

Some changes in the area were noted in September, but not directly in Prowers County.
With the widening of Highway 50 in Bent County, the former business at the Hasty intersection
known for years as Moni’s Marina and Mini Mart was leveled.
Scheduled to follow was Hud’s Campground farther east along the highway, while in Lamar,
the former Wallace Gas station and Wally Wash on South Main Street was also leveled.
September 11, 2001 will be remembered in the same vein as Pearl Harbor over 70 years ago.
Doug Harbour and members of Voices of Southeast Colorado organized a September tribute at
the Prowers County Courthouse in honor of first responders in New York City as well as those
local police, firemen, EMS and other volunteers and professionals who dedicate themselves to
our well-being. A display of flags, a remembrance of the fall of the Twin Towers, certificates of
appreciation, an Honor Guard from the VFW Post #3621 and American Legion Post #71 and a
fly-by all contributed to a moving ceremony that brought over a hundred residents to the Tuesday
afternoon event.
Portions of downtown Lamar started sporting a new look, as Shawna Hodge, Lamar Main
Street Director, announced that a branding logo for the city’s retail sector had been selected
which will be displayed on the city’s light poles, lining Main Street. The logo depicts a mix of a
yellow sunrise that incorporates orange-hued blades from a wind turbine. Hodge also mentioned
that later in the fall, some of the light poles, street benches flower pots and trash receptacles will
be painted an ‘historic’ red color as an additional form of product and historic identification for
Lamar for residents and passers-by alike. The first segment stretches between the railroad tracks
south, to the poles in front of the Prowers County Courthouse. Additional plans call for the
project to run north from the railroad tracks, to Building Material Supply, pending availability
funding.
Reorganization plans for the Lamar/Prowers County Volunteer Fire Department began when
members of the group decided not to renew their contracts with the City of Lamar and Prowers
County. Chris Duffy, chief of the department said there had been no change in membership
numbers, but some persons preferred to work for the city department, while others found it more
suitable for their schedules to dedicate themselves to the needs of the county. Duffy said a new
contract was being developed for a review by city and county fire representatives and would be in
place for the start of the New Year.
As operational funds earmarked for maintenance of the Big R property on Washington Street
continued to be depleted, Prowers County Development Incorporated board members expressed
their concern on how best to market and sell the warehouse and office site. Some interested business developers had viewed the location, but no immediate action had been forthcoming. All
but the most essential utilities and upkeep had been eliminated, and even the Lamar Police Department had expressed interest in relocating to a portion of the facilities, but nothing concrete
had developed beyond a cost analysis.
Members of the Lamar Utility Board met with Jim Miller, owner of the Ports to Plains Travel
Plaza regarding the size of his monthly utility bill, approximately $15,000 for August. Miller said
he and other owners of similar power purchasers in the area wanted to know if the board had any
information on the status of the light and power plant and its future as a power producer. Miller
explained to a concerned board, that he and several other property owners had expressed interest
in finding other power supply sources, perhaps generating their own, if nothing was going to be
done beyond a status quo situation. Board chairman, Don Steerman, explained the board had
few options regarding a cutback on rates, but a study on rates classifications was being explored
with recommendations from the Nebraska Municipal Power Pool managerial staff who had conducted rates studies on the Repowering Project and Lamar Light Plant.

October 2012 in Review

Light Plant concerns continued into the fall for members of the Lamar Utility Board. A late

September ruling from a U.S. District Judge went against ARPA and the LUB regarding the
Repowering Project. The ruling stated that the plant violated portions of the Clean Air Act since
2008 when the plant begin operations and the plant officials allegedly failed to get the required
federal clearance for being a potential ‘major source’ polluter. The judge ordered a hearing to see
if or what monetary penalties could be levied against ARPA and the Light Plant.
The response from ARPA and LUB was swift to reply stating that the district judge had no
legal basis to overrule what had been issued from an earlier state court ruling in that the Repowering Project had not been a ‘major source’ polluter and was no longer in violation of the Clean Air
Act. The Light Plant has since been idle as of two Decembers ago with the boiler manufacturer
attempting to develop modifications that allow it to operate at full capacity without exceeding
air control limits. Rick Rigel, general manager of ARPA informed the utilities board during an
October meeting, that due to current low natural gas costs, the company was looking into seeking a long range power supply contract, and could remain offline for several more years to come,
pending cost factors for outside power supplies. The board did vote to reduce the cost of power
purchased per kilowatt/hour for general customers by 7.5%, but the severe heat wave offset most
savings as residents made use of their air conditioning systems for most of the summer’s oppressive heat. Ironically, the heat was quickly forgotten in light of the winter-like temperatures
that local residents faced during the annual Oktoberfest sponsored by the Lamar Chamber on
October 6.
The warmest persons there were probably the 50 or so volunteers who donned tutu’s and ran
a mini-marathon for the ‘Linked in Pink’ campaign, a part of the October awareness campaign
to help combat breast cancer. Several community health organizations held combined awareness
seminars and events to raise funds and increase knowledge of breast cancer through the month
of October.
Another new face became a community resident in the fall, as the Prowers County Commissioners selected Justin Lee to replace Jackie Brown as the county health and environment director.
Lee, who has a masters degree in public health and a BS in biology and pre-med studies, was
hired over 16 other applicants for the position. Lee arrived in Lamar from his previous position
in Erie, Colorado in mid October and began his new duties by October 22. He was joined by
Charlene, his wife, and their three children.
On another health-related event, the Lamar Area Hospice association held an open house for
the grand opening of their headquarters on Saturday, October 27. It was another chilly weekend
as dozens of volunteers, past recipients of the hospice’s assistance and community leaders and
the general public came out to view the three story facility on West Olive Street. Formerly the
Lamar Hotel, the vacant building had fallen into disrepair over the years, but with the help of a
sizable grant and on-going fund raising events by hospice, the building was renovated top to bottom and outfitted with new and donated office equipment to become a showcase for the hospice
organization.
Voces Unidas, the Lamar Chamber diversity organization, celebrated the start of their sixth
year of operation with an annual banquet at the Lamar Eagles Lodge on October 13. Keynote
speaker for the dinner was Jermaine Stafford, SER Director of Youth and Community Service
Division, who recounted the help and focus he received through his years an a noted world-class
amateur and professional athlete. A variety of awards was presented to community members that
evening including: Lifetime Achievement to Joey, the Lamar K9 dog; Business of the Year to
Arkansas Valley Diesel Service; Education Citizen of the Year to Shannon Montgomery; Health
Services Citizen of the Year to Physical Therapy Group at PMC; Municipal Citizen of the Year
to Lamar Streets and Sanitation and Community Citizen of the Year to Doug Harbour of Voices
of Southeast Colorado.
PCDI, in a cost-cutting move, announced they were moving their headquarters from downtown Lamar to office space at the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn before the end of the year. Several
thousand dollars in savings would be realized from lower utility and phone bills and general decreased overhead expenses. The Prowers Lodging Tax Panel announced a contest for a logo that
best represents the county at large. The Lodging Panel, which met at the PCDI offices, would
also make the move to the Cow Palace Inn for their monthly meetings. By Russ Baldwin

The complete Year in Review series is available online at: theprowersjournal.com.

At the Library

Don’t forget about computer
tutoring at the Library! Every
Monday 1:00-4:00pm, Thursday 9:00am-12:00pm and every
third Saturday of the month from
1:00-4:00pm they have one-onone basic computer tutoring. If
you are new to computers, have a
quick question or need help with
an eReader, they can help!
Call the Library and sign up
@ 719-336-4632!

Veteran Information
Veterans, your continued good
health is important. Be sure to
call 719-336-7155 for your local
medical needs. Area Veterans,
you’ve served your country, let
the PMG VA Medical Clinic in
Lamar serve you. You can also
call 855-779-0833 to schedule
an appointment or to have your
questions answered.

CHECK THIS OUT...
If you have an eReader, iPod
or other mp3 player, tablet or
a smart phone, we can help
you find free materials to use
with your device!
This class will be one hour
long and offered three times
during the week.
Classes will be located
in the Huddleston Butler
Room of the Lamar Public Library.
Monday, January 14 at 6:00 pm
Thursday, January 17 at 11:00 am
Saturday, January 19 at 1:00 pm
Come whenever is convenient
for you!
Call the library @ 336-4632 if
you have additional questions!

Big Timbers Museum
New Hours of Operation
Winter Hours: – Sept.1 to May 31

Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to
4:00 p.m.

Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31

Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays, Mondays,
and County Holidays
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Weekend Local Scores:
Girls Basketball:
Lamar 76 - Dolores Huerta 1
Ellicott 38 - Lamar 36
Boys Basketball:
Dolores Huerta 54 - Lamar 42
Lamar 63 - Ellicott 48

Jan 15
Jan 16
Holly:
Jan 14
Jan 16

Sports Schedule

Basketball:
Jan 11 Lamar (Boys) @ James Irwin Charter
James Irwin Charter @ Lamar (Girls)
Holly @ McClave
Granada @ Springfield
Kit Carson @ Wiley
Jan 12

Lamar @ La Junta
Granada @ Wiley
South Baca @ McClave

Jan 15

Manzanola @ Holly

Wrestling:
Jan 12 Lamar Invitational Tournament

LCC Sports:
Men’s Basketball:
Jan 12
Northeastern Junior College @ LCC
Jan 15
Trinidad State Junior College @ LCC
Women’s Basketball
Jan 12
Northeastern Junior College @ LCC
Jan 15
Trinidad State Junior College @ LCC

Lamar:
Jan 9
Jan 11
Jan 14

Area School Activities
RE-2 Council Meeting @ 4:15 pm
School in session for all schools
All Day Honor Choir @ OJC

Booster Club Meeting @ 5:30 pm
Board Meeting @ 6:30 pm
LHS Staff Meeting @ 7:00 am
Sick Leave Bank Board Meeting @ 6:30 am
HS Honor Choir @ OJC
School Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm
FCW @ 6:00 pm
JH/HS Assembly @ 11:30 am
JH/HS Club and Group Pictures
JH/HS Winter Sports Pictures

McClave:
Jan 11
Knowledge Bowl @ Campo
Winter Sports Dance
Jan 14
School Board Meeting @ 7:00 pm
FBLA Monthly Meeting @ 5:45 pm
Jan 16
NHS Annual Blood Drive
Wiley:
Jan 9
Jan 11

Booster Club Meeting @ 6:30 pm
Board of Education Meeting @ 7:30 pm
K-5 Basketball Skills @ 9:00am - Perform at half
time of Boy’s Varsity game that night

Operation Valentine
Send our troops a message from the heart. Now through
January 25th, create a personalized Valentine card to
send to a hero overseas. You can drop off your Valentine
card at Peacock Funeral Home at 209 South 4th Street
in Lamar. Proudly Serving Those Who Have Proudly
Served.

Celebrating Elvis

On January 9 at 6:00pm at Juniper Village Lamar, put
on your blue suede shoes and celebrate Elvis¹ Birthday
with Juniper Village at Lamar. We will have music,
dancing and fun treats. What sounds better than a dessert bar with birthday cake, peanut butter and banana
sandwiches and Elvis being in the house.

Home Room Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.

Wake Up Workout
Need an early morning
workout to get you going?
Then this is the perfect
class for you! This is Yoga
and Toning class taught by
Mary Minor. Designed to
relieve stress, to keep you
motivated and help you
stretch yourself into a New
You!
Classes meet every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:00
AM and on Thursday Evenings at 7:00 PM at the
Community Building. The
cost of these classes is the
Daily Visit Fee or you can
use your punch card or annual pass.
Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit
offers public transportation
Monday thru Friday from
7:30am to 5pm. Please
make reservations 24 hours
in advance. Call for your
ride at 719-336-8034. Senior Discount Tickets are
available in the front office
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Law Enforcement
12P-3466 Wanted Person 10:21:25 12/31/12 C Rodriguez CAA
Vincent Saldana, 58 of Lamar, was served with a Prowers County Court warrant for False Reporting. He is being
held at the Prowers County Jail on a $1,500.00 cash only bond.
——————————————————————————–
12P-3469 Assault 11:40:00 12/31/12 R Manly
ECP
Senior Deputy Ron Manly investigated a possible assault that happened in the jail. Victim in case would not
assist in filing charges.
——————————————————————————–
12P-3474 Wanted Person
17:56:00 12/31/12 T Medina
OHS
Jesse Joe Sandoval, age 39 of Lamar, turned himself in on a warrant issued by the Prowers County Court for
protection order violation and driving under restraint. Bond was set at $10,000.00.
——————————————————————————–
12P-3475 Wanted Person
21:13:56 12/31/12 D Ausbun
OHS
Pamela Urias, age 45 of Lamar, turned herself in on a warrant for aggravated motor vehicle theft, assault in the 3rd
degree, DUR, and Reckless Driving on DKT# 12CR 174. Bond was set at $6,000.00
——————————————————————————–
12P-3476 Domestic Violence
22:35:36 12/31/12 Shawn Stone ACT
Deputies dispatched to the 600 block of Main Street in Wiley on a report of a possible domestic disturbance.
Upon arrival Deputies contacted a female subject who advised she had been assaulted and her cellular telephone
was broken. Male subject refused to answer the door.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0001 ROV 00:07:51 01/01/13 R Rodriguez CAA
Deputy Rodriguez and Posse Deputy Comer arrested Gustavo Hernandez, 37 of Lamar, for a restraining order
violation at the VFW. Hernandez is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $750.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0009 DUI 21:18:03 01/01/13 Shawn Stone CAA
Deputy made a voluntary contact with a vehicle in the 100 block of North Mimms Street in Granada. The driver
of the vehicle, Ignacio Silvas, was arrested for DUI. Ignacio was transported to the Prowers County Jail and held
on a $10,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14136 Officer: T. Campbell Date: 12/31/2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the 400 Blk. of W. Olive St for a vicious animal call. Upon arrival officer
observed that a cat had been killed by a dog. The owner of the dog was issued a summons to appear.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14139 Sgt. Losa Date: Mon Dec 31 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 300 block E. Olive St. on a report of a reckless driver. The officer located the driver
and vehicle, subjet had a warrant and was arrested on drug related charges.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14141 Officer: Pierce Date: Mon Dec 31 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer contacted Ethan Mason 23, of Lamar who had an active warrant. Mason was arrested on drug related
charges along with the warrant and is held on a $2,000.00 any type bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14144 Officer: K Dewey Date: Mon Dec 31, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Meagan Downing, 27, of Lamar, was contacted in the 800 blk of Yucca Dr for having an outstanding warrant
for theft. Meagan was taken into custody and transported to the Prowers County Jail where she is being held on
a $750.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00011 Officer: Inman Date: Tue Jan 01 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers observed a vehicle involved in a vehicle versus property accident. Officers arrested Brigida Licano, age 22,
for driving under the influence of alcohol. Licano is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $10,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0021 Court Mittimus 21:57:58 01/02/13 G Bellomy
OHS
Lorena Garcia, 22 of Lamar, turned self in on a 90 day Prowers District Court Mittimus for Aiding Escape.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0020 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 20:12:53 01/02/13 Shawn Stone OHS
Deputy asked to call a person in Wiley in reference to harassing telephone calls. Rp advised after the person finished speaking a recording says ‘you have just been pranked by pranks.com.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00051 Officer: N Losa Date: Wed Jan 02 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were advised of a possible stolen vehicle in the 1800 block of S. 10th St. Officers were advised the vehicle
was taken to a mechanic for repairs by a family member.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00053 Officer: J Jenkins Date: Wed Jan 02, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block of Chadwick for a report of a domestic disturbance. Jesse Bottoms was taken

into custody and held without bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0048 Prostitution 01:44:07 01/05/13 M Palacios OHS
Deputies responded to the 33000 blk of Cnty Rd 7 on a report of a possible female prostitute in the parking lot.
Deputies were not able to locate the female.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0032 Administrative report
12:42:48 01/04/13 D Ausbun
OHS
Detention Staff documented a trustee who passed out while cleaning and was taken to the ER for evaluation.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00137 Officer: K Dewey Date: Fri Jan 04, 2013MEDIA RELEASE:
Jordan Martinez, 21, of Lamar, was cited after being stopped for a traffic violation in the 900 blk of S Main St.
Jordan was summons into the Prowers County Court for possession of 2oz or less or Marijuana, drug paraphernalia, and driving without a valid driver’s license.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00156 Officer: Pierce Date: Sat Jan 05 2013 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to Prowers Medical Center on a report of a gun shot wound. Officers found an adult male had
shot himself in the hand with a BB gun while unloading it.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00168 Officer: Inman Date: Sun Jan 06 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 2400 blk. of S. Main St. for a report of a disturbance. Officers located several subjects
involved and they were issued summons for disorderly conduct.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-00172 Sgt. Losa Date:Sun Jan 06 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 1500 block S. 12th St, on a report of a criminal mischief. The officer observed a
window to a vehicle was damage with an estimated value of $500.00.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-00176 Officer:P. Wilson Date: 1/6/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 Blk of S. Mullen St. on a disturbance. Officers contacted subject that had been
knocking on doors and windows. Subject stated he was looking for his girlfriend.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0063 Harassment
18:54:47 01/07/13 R Rodriguez CAA
Deputies arrested Brandy Miller for harassment that occurred in Wiley. Milleris being held on a $500.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
13P-0062 Court Mittimus
19:11:59 01/07/13 G Bellomy
OHS
Victoria Esparza, 24 of Lamar, turned self in on a 5 day Prowers County CourtMittimus/ Public Indecency.
——————————————————————————–
13L-00208 K9 12:18:54 01/07/13 T Cope
CAA MEDIA RELEASE:
Lamar Police Dog was used to check the Greyhound Bus. Officers arrested Marcus Medina, 32 of Texas, for possession of more than a pound of marijuana. Marcus is held at PCJ on a $30,000 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00215 Officer: Pierce Date: Mon Jan 07 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 600 block of North Main Street on a report of check fraud. Officers found checks were
being written on a closed account.
——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-00219 Officer:T. Campbell Date:01/07/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the Lamar PD for a question about Chickens in the city limits. Officer
advised the citizen of the Lamar Municipal Code regarding fowl in the city limits.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00222 Officer: G. Ibarra Date: Mon Jan 07 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 blk of W. Park St. on a report of a parole needing assistance. Officers later cited
Amandalyn Hile, 24 of Lamar, for drug related offenses.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00235 Officer: M. Harris Date: Tue Jan 08, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Douglas Bolster of Lamar on a traffic stop. Bolster was found to have a cancelled license and
drugs and was taken into custody. Bolster is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $20,000.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00226 Officer: G. Ibarra Date: Mon Jan 07 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers conducted a traffic stop in the 600 blk of N. 5th St. for an equipment violation. Officers cited driver for
the violations. Officers also cited a passenger, Elvis Deleon, 18 of Lamar, for drug violations.
——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00228 Officer: K Dewey Date: Mon Jan 07, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 300 blk of N 4th St for a juvenile not listening to his mother. The child was talked
to and the parent was given advice on how to handle the problem.
——————————————————————————–
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Wild West Athletics

Joette Duvall, owner of Wild West Athletics, began her gymnastics and cheerleading journey when she was nine years old. She began
competition gymnastics at age 12 and continued thru high school.
She also was a member of her school cheerleading squad at Thackerville Schools in Oklahoma. She then cheered for the Southeastern
Oklahoma State University in Duarant, Oklahoma and later transferred to the University of North Texas in Denton, Texas and became
a member of their cheer squad. During her college years Joette was
nominated and received a position as a UCA (Universal Cheerleaders
Association) instructor for summer camps.
Her parents supported her love for gymnastics and built homemade equipment in the back yard where she often practiced. When
Joette was 13, she began offering summer gymnastics classes for $2.00
per class, to young children. Enrollment increased enough to form a
small business in her junior high years. She offered classes in the school
auditorium in the winter months and then began using a building in
Thackerville, Oklahoma that her parents owned. This small business
project continued to grow throughout her high school years where her
parents added a metal building to create the height needed to coach
all events and skills such as the tumbling floor, incline trampoline,
balance beams, uneven bars, and the vault. She took her first team to
their first competition at age 15 where she competed against her own
team. In the early sessions, the meets were lower level gymnasts where
she was a coach. While in the evenings she was a higher level competitor. During college, she was working toward a business management
degree, cheerleading on the university squads, and coaching gymnastics. By age 20, she was coaching over 150 students a week during the
school season and over 300 during the summer months.
She met Cody Duvall, her husband, in October 1998. Cody and
Joette married in 2000 and she stayed one more year in Oklahoma to
continue training three students that were juniors in High School at the
time of her marriage. They had trained with her for years in hopes of
a college scholarship. She continued training them during their senior
years until all three became college athletes and their tuition was paid.
In 2001, Joette and her husband moved from Oklahoma to
Colorado where she began gymnastics classes that summer in Mrs.
Leah Austin’s dance room. Joette later relocated to the Lamar Community Building, where she was able to offer a year round program
for three years, teaching over 100 students weekly. Joette wanted to
pursue competition gymnastics, which was not available through the
Parks and Recreation services. Joette began plans to build a facility in

Lamar but due to strenuous building codes that, at that time, were
not flexible in Lamar, she built the facility in Granada. The Granada
gymnastics facility, DuVall Academy of Sports, was very successful
for two years.
After the blizzard of 2006, the price of gas increased, and customers that were driving sometimes twice weekly to Granada, chose to
stop participating in classes. As memberships decreased, Joette chose
to return to Lamar. She offered gymnastics classes at The Shore Arts
Center while searching for a facility. With the help of Carla Scranton
from the PCDI, Cody and Joette purchased the old T & T Furniture
store from Scott Tidswell. After months of remodeling, Wild West
Athletics held its Grand Opening in December of 2008.
WWA promotes gymnastics, cheerleading, tumbling, martial
arts, wrestling, & Zumba. With humor, it offers classes for ages
0-100! There is something for everyone. Romp Around classes are
offered for children walking - 4 years old. This class is non-structured but offers a staff member where the parent participates with
the child. They also offer a Parent -Tot class called Gymnastics Jubilee for ages 18 month-3 years. A large percentage of that class is
set to music and is a structured class where the instructor and the
parent work together to teach coordination and body awareness.
The next level of gymnastics offered is a Pre-school Gymnastics class
where the instructor is teaching the basics of gymnastics in a structured environment. WWA also offers elementary gymnastics classes
where the students are in the “big gym” with 3 foam block pits, 3
styles of trampolines, an Olympic size 40x40 foot tumbling floor, 9
balance beams, 7 bars, & 2 vaulting apparatuses.
Some elementary students are chosen for the Wranglers Gymnastics Team & Pre- Team. The Pre- Team learns routines and what
is expected of them when they become a team member. They attend
one home meet each year, which will be held at Wild West Athletics
on Sunday March 3rd at 2:00 p.m where the public is encouraged
to attend. The Team also travels to competitive events. This year
the Team is composed of 5 level 3’s, 5 level 4’s, 1 Optional A, & 1
Optional B. The Team will be competing in Garden City, Kansas
on February 9th, at WWA in Lamar on March 3rd, in Denver on
March 24th, in Denver the last weekend in April, and in Colorado
Springs the first weekend in May.
Due to the length of this article, please visit theprowersjournal.
com to read the entire article.

110 North Main - 719-336-FLIP

Breakfast – Lunch – Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INN
1301 N. Main St. • Lamar, CO • 719.336.7753
Breakfast: 6am - 10am 7 days a week
Lunch:
11am - 2 pm Monday - Friday &
11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner:
5pm - 9pm 7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing
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Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn
Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions
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Year in Review Continued...
It was decided that half the fireworks would be shot off following the Sand
and Sage Fair concert and the other half would be considered during the New
Year’s Eve holiday. D3 and D4 drought conditions were evident through most
of southeastern Colorado and the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Tom Vilsack,
informed Governor Hickenlooper that 62 of the state’s 64 counties qualified
for federal disaster relief. Revising fire ban restrictions were discussed again by
Sheriff Jim Faull, County Attorney John Lefferdink and the County Commissioners in light of the dry conditions and continued Red Flag days issued by the
National Weather Service.
The Lamar Police Department and City Council discussed a revision of
abandoned vehicle codes and a means by which the process of notification of
code violations could be sped up, especially during the spring and summer
when weeds sprouted in unattended lots and yards around the city. Paperwork,
periods between notification to a landowner and action on their part, and a 72
hour waiting period to declare a vehicle as abandoned, were some of the areas
singled out for revision.

August 2012 in Review

The end of summer brought more changes to the lineup at Prowers Medical Center. Former PMC board chairman and current board member, Jan Hall,
submitted his resignation to chairman Candy Ruedeman effective August 1.
The board advertised for letters of interest from qualified residents, selecting
Dr. Kevin McGrath to fill the vacancy for the remainder of Hall’s term in May,
2014. McGrath opened his optometry practice in Lamar in 1995 and grew up
in Las Animas.
Any relief from the continued heat wave was noticed only by a literal few
degrees, dropping from the low hundreds into the high 90s, but it was sufficient to afford local residents a break. Despite the lack of rain, none of the
communities in Prowers County went on water restrictions other than those
needed in Granada and Holly for brief repairs to their water system. The general topic of conversation for some residents was comparing the levels of their
utility bills.
Rate fees were also discussed by members of Prowers County Development
Incorporated. The subject was addressed during the board’s monthly meeting
and the impact those fees could have on hindering any new business from lo-

cating to the county. PCDI executive director, Lisa Nolder, noted that she had
been in contact with several large-scale, local businesses who would like to see
some form of consideration on their utility rate structure.
The Lamar Teen Center was on the move in August, transferring from
its East Elm Street location to Lincoln Elementary School on North 10th.
Lincoln School had been closed by the RE-2 school board because of cost
considerations the year before. However, the increasing number of students
taking part in the Project HOPE, Teen Center activities swelled beyond the
limited space available to students on East Elm. Those numbers, coupled with
an anticipated increase in students each Friday with the approaching four day
school week, were expected to increase the numbers once the new school year
began at the end of the month. Students and volunteers spent the month,
cleaning, painting and moving stored equipment and furniture to open several
classrooms for over 100 Project HOPE students.
A ribbon cutting ceremony signaled the opening of the Southeast Mental
Health Services Clinic off Kendall Drive in Lamar. Officials and citizens gathered for the August 7 event. Groundbreaking ceremonies were held on October 4, 2011 for the facility which added a new dimension to health care services
in the expanding medical campus on Memorial Drive in Lamar. Southeast
Mental Health Services employs 75 persons in the six county region and with
the new facility, increased those numbers by six. Joining the staff was former
Prowers County Public Health Director, Jackie Brown who resigned her position from the county at the end of August. Her new position is listed as Director of Primary Care for Southeast Behavioral Health Group. By Russ Baldwin
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