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More hats are tossed into the political ring for Prowers County Commissioner with 
Jillane Hixson who has long-lived ties to the farming community in the county.  Hixson 
declares her candidacy for District 3, and several days later, businessman Doug Thrall 
also announces his intention to run for the seat in that district.  This sets the scene for 
a democratic primary runoff, pending the required minimum votes in the springtime 
county caucuses.

Area voters have more on their plate to consider with the announcement that PMC 
board members Gene Cruikshank and Joe Spitz will not run for re-election as their terms 
on the board are soon to expire.  Six persons announce their intention to run for those 
two seats:  Andy Wyatt, Julie Branes, Ronny Farmer, Vincent Yoder, Wayne Hudson and 
Diane Broyles.  These seats are all at-large, so the two positions will be filled by a simple 
majority vote in May.  Also on the May PMC ballot is whether the voters will favor a bond 
for a $5M physical expansion program for the hospital. 

Area voters in Holly favored their own bond issue, balloting in favor of a $28M proj-
ect to construct a brand new school.  Ground breaking ceremonies are held as excavations 
get underway adjacent to the current school buildings.   

Superintendent Carolyn Yokum says the new school should be ready by the fall of 
2013. Other school news develops as after consideration, the Lamar RE-2 district school 
board votes to go with other districts in the county for a four day school week.  Other 
excavation work is seen in the Lamar area at the Valco properties just north of the Arkan-
sas River.  Over 100 acres of land and four ponds will eventually be deeded to the City 
of Lamar as a community recreation site.  The initial earth moving work is financed by 
property owner, Tim Brubaker.  The work concentrates on grading the slopes to the ponds 
and reinforcement of the river and bridge supports.  Financing for future improvements 
will be a concern for the council which still has two ball fields at the local Sports Complex 
to complete. 

The City of Lamar hires Steven Rabe as interim city administrator.   Rabe hails from 
Canon City and tells the council he will serve only until a new, permanent administrator 
is selected.  A new face joins the city council as well, with the appointment of Oscar Riley 
to fill the vacancy left by P.J. Wilson.

The Lamar Repowering Project has been dormant for quite some time as boiler per-
formance and emissions levels have plagued the project since its inception several years 
earlier.  Local electric rates, especially those for the Project’s debt service, prompted two 
representatives from Colorado Beef, a chief power purchaser, to approach the Lamar Utili-
ties Board to express their concerns over the monthly costs.  Jim Mullins and David Mor-
ris stated they felt their operation was paying disproportionately high rates compared with 
their comparable businesses were in other areas of the state and country.  The representa-
tives request that the board develop some cost alternatives before their rates drive away 
current business operations or prevent new developments from locating to the area. 

April 2012 in Review 
Springtime came in like a lion for southeast Colorado communities.  Five tornadoes 

were noted by the National Weather Service the night of Friday, April 27.  Two were re-
ported in Prowers and Kiowa Counties and one in Bent County.  Winds around 115 mph 
knocked out numerous power lines, destroyed several homes and buildings, including a 
hog farm south of Lamar, but fortunately no serious injuries were reported in the storms.  
A Lamar Light and Power substation was damaged, both local radio stations were knocked 
off the air and the April 28 graduation ceremonies at Lamar Community College were 
postponed in the aftermath.  Portions of the Lamar community were without power for 
the weekend while repair crews worked to replace damaged poles and power lines. 

Some new faces were visible on the Holly and Granada Trustee Boards.  Frank Vazquez 
successfully ran for re-election and he was joined by the other two top vote-getters, Marty 
Campbell and Larry Sitts.  Mayor Viola Melcher did not run for re-election and was re-
placed by Brad Simon as Mayor pro-tem.  

Municipal elections were held in Granada with C.W. DeForest replacing Lesli Baca as 
mayor.  Martin Jensen, Deb Choat and Glenn Otto were elected to four year terms and 
Andi Riddle will serve a two year term as a Trustee.

May 2012 in Review
Prowers Medical Center Hospital District voters defeated the proposed $5M Rehabili-

tation Outpatient Center expansion project on May 8 by a vote of 1,407 opposed to 446 
in favor.  The voting also defeats a $1M plan for upgrades to electricity throughout the 
hospital as well as upgrading the HVAC system, both areas recognized as being needed, 
but unfinanced for the time being.   Voters also approved two new board members, Andy 
Wyatt with 1,021 votes and Ronny Farmer with 1,188 who will replace Gene Cruikshank 
and Joe Spitz.  The new board members were expected to assume their duties with the 
May 23 board meeting, but prior to that, Andy Wyatt withdraws from the board, citing 
additional demands on his time that he had not anticipated when he was a candidate.  
That opens the second position to a board recommendation which selected Julie Branes 
from those persons who submitted a letter of interest for the seat.   Branes, who was a 
candidate in the election, received 793 votes.  Craig Loveless, selected as an interim CEO 
for the departing James Fairchild, began his tenure with the hospital on May 23 as well.  
Candy Ruedeman is selected as the PMC board chairman. 

Lamar and Prowers County received some well-deserved state recognition on an eco-
nomic level.  The Economic Development Council of Colorado held their annual awards 
presentation for the state and selected PCDI Executive Director, Lisa Nolder, as Rookie 
of the Year. 

Nolder has served as the Prowers County Development Incorporated director since 
2009.  Another award presented by the council is presented to Prowers County as the Small 
Community of the Year for the efforts made by all the communities and regional partners 
such as SEBREA and OEDIT, to help develop the economic potential of the area. 

Lamar Community College held its storm-delayed graduation exercises on May 14.  
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Your Own Happy Ending
With 2013 fast approaching, now is the 

best � me to plan for your future.  Take the 
right courses or begin a program of study to 

reimagine your new life.  Start now. 
Most spring courses begin January 7th. 

With 2013 here, now is the
best time to plan for your future. Take the

right courses or begin a program of study to
reimagine your new life. Start now.

Most spring courses begin January 7th.
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Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Your FREE copy of The Prowers 
Journal is available each Wednesday at:

Thriftway in Lamar
Reyman’s Grocery in Holly

The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply

North Love’s Store
Taco Johns

A and B Liquor
Daylight Donut

 & 50+ Other Businesses
Be sure to read The Prowers Journal 

online at www.theprowersjournal.com

Please Visit Us Online @ www.theprowersjournal.com

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011
valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

valleymemorialfc.com

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal
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City of Lamar Hosting ‘Community Conversations’ Night
You Are Invited to Attend The Inaugural “Community Conversations” Event
The City of Lamar will host the event on Thursday, January 10 at 6:30pm at the 

Lamar Cultural Events Center.
New Lamar City Administrator John Sutherland will host the event. You are invited 

to share your comments about a wide variety of topics concerning City Government: Fire 
& EMS Services, Policing services, Library, Water & Wastewater, Street maintenance, 
Refuse collection, Parks & Recreation. This first-of-its-kind event is intended to give our 
citizens the opportunity to engage directly with their city government and influence the 
decision-making process. The conversation will be informal, intended to give citizens the 
chance to express their ideas in a relaxed, open environment.

Obituaries
M. Edna Pedersen - November 26, 1928 – December 22, 2012 - A service of celebra-
tion for Lamar resident, Edna Pedersen, was held Thursday December 27, 2012 at the 
Peacock Family Chapel with Reverend Galen Burnett officiating the service.  Burial fol-
lowed in the Veteran’s Section of Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar.  For additional informa-
tion and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Dorthea J. Hott - October 7, 1918 – December, 24, 2012 - A service of celebration will 
be held at a later date for Eads resident and former Lamar resident, Dorthea J. Hott.  
Per Dorthea’s request cremation has taken place and there will be no public visitation.    
For additional information and online condolences please visit the website at www.pea-
cockfuneralhome.com.
Jeanne Pollart - April 9, 1939 - December 29, 2012 - Jeanne grew up and attended 
school in Syracuse, Kansas.  She graduated from the Syracuse High School with the Class 
of 1957.  Jeanne and Gary Pollart of Holly, Colorado were married and they had four chil-
dren.  Jeanne moved to Guymon in 1967 from Holly, Colorado. Graveside services will 
be Thursday afternoon at 2:00 p.m. (Mountain Time) at the Holly Cemetery in Holly, 
Colorado.  Services are under the care of the Bunch – Roberts Funeral Home of Guymon.   
Friends can sign the online guestbook and leave condolences at www.bunchroberts.com.

Upcoming Events
Friday, January 4 - SOS Center Dance, 7pm
Tuesday, January 8 - Prowers County Commissioner Swearing in Ceremony @ 10:30am
Wednesday, January 9 - LiveWell Coalition Meeting, County Annex, Noon • Com-
munity Health Assessment Meeting, 5:30-7:30pm, County Annex • Granada Town 
Trustees, 6:30pm
Thursday, January 10 - City of Lamar Town Hall Meeting, 6:30pm, Cultural Events Center

LPD Starting Citizens Academy for 2013
Want to ride along with a police officer or spend a shift with the ambulance crew?  

Maybe you just want to learn more about public safety in our community. 
The Lamar Police Department is accepting applications to attend the Public Safety 

Citizens Academy which will start in January 2013.  This academy will include sessions 
devoted to Fire and Emergency Medical Services as well as the traditional Police classes 
that have been presented in the past.  The Academy will start on January 17th, 2013.   

The academy presentations will give the participants a general understanding of the 
services provided by police, fire, and emergency medical services.  The academy will run 
for 14 weeks.  Normally the sessions will run from 7 pm to 9 pm on Thursday evenings.  
There will be one Wednesday session and the academy will end on a Saturday with a live 
fire exercise at the police range, a BBQ, and a high angle operation presented by the Fire 
Department. 

Applications are available now, and will be accepted until January 10th, 2013. 
If you would like to attend the 2013 Citizens’ Academy, please come by the Police 

Department at 505 S. Main Street and pick up an application.  If you have any questions, 
please call the police department at 719-336-4341.

Former State Agriculture Commissioner John Stulp was the keynote speaker for the 73rd 
graduation class.  Norm Arends was honored as the LCC Alumnus of the Year. 

The Holly Pride Committee completed their task of raising $100,000 for a new, state 
of the art, digital projector, which helped keep the Holly Theater alive and performing.  
The antiquated projector system could no longer keep pace with updated technology and 
was not equipped to handle the digitally formatted movies from the suppliers. 

It was either find the funds to upgrade or perish.  Kammie Cathcart made the an-
nouncement to the community during a community auction on May 5.  Numerous 
fund-raising events were held throughout the community to generate the needed funds.  
It will be an on-going project as the theater still requires other needed improvements.

Year in Review Continued from front...

Comedy Night at the Eagles January 19th, 2013
Adam Vocke and Larry Lundstrom of 2 For the Road Entertainment out of Fort 

Morgan, CO are once again supplying the talent for an Exciting & Funny Night of Stand 
Up Comedy in Lamar, CO on January 19th at the 
Lamar Eagles Aerie. The Headliner for the evening 
of comedic entertainment will be Bob Meddles, “The 
Comic Next Door”, along with feature Jsin Novak. 
Larry (Moose) Lundstrom and Adam Vocke of 2 For 
the Road Entertainment will MC and will perform 
as well.

This night of hilarious entertainment is being 
brought to you by the Lamar Chamber Honkers and 
the Lamar Eagles Aerie as a fundraiser for two local 
charity organizations, the Southeast Colorado Cancer 
Initiative (SECCI) and The Remember Foundation. 
The benefit of the donated funds to both of these 
non-profit organizations is that they are used to sup-
port local people in our community who may be in 
need of support, medical treatment, transportation 
costs, counseling, etc. and the best part is, ALL OF 
THE MONEY STAYS RIGHT HERE IN LAMAR!

Doors will open at 6:00 p.m. for those who would like to enjoy a reasonably priced 
meal served by the Eagles (Sold Separately). For this event the Eagles will be serving a 
fine Spaghetti Supper, which includes a salad and bread and will only cost $8.00 at the 
door and that fee includes a complimentary drink. The supper will be from 6:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. The comedy show will start at 7:30 p.m. and cost for the comedy show only is 
$10.00. There is no guarantee that tickets will be available for purchase at the door so be 
sure to get them early. Please note, there are only 175 tickets available.
For Tickets Contact:
The Lamar Eagles Aeire - (719)-336-3780
Lamar Chamber of Commerce - (719)-336-4379
Vincent Gearhart at Robinson Printing - (719)-336-9095
Shirley Smith at My Wholesale Products – (719)-336-0661
Tera Bender at Fellowship Credit Union Lamar - (719)-336-5511



At the Library
Don’t forget about computer 
tutoring at the Library! Every 
Monday 1:00-4:00pm, Thurs-
day 9:00am-12:00pm and every 
third Saturday of the month from 
1:00-4:00pm they have one-on-
one basic computer tutoring. If 
you are new to computers, have a 
quick question or need help with 
an eReader, they can help!

Call the Library and sign up 
@ 719-336-4632!

Veteran Information 
Veterans, your continued good 
health is important.  Be sure to 
call 719-336-7155 for your local 
medical needs.  Area Veterans, 
you’ve served your country,  let 
the PMG VA Medical Clinic in 
Lamar serve you.  You can also 
call 855-779-0833 to schedule 
an appointment or to have your 
questions answered.
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Weekend Local Scores:
None

Sports Schedule 
Basketball:
Jan 4
Lamar - Boys @ Dolores Huerta
Dolores Huerta @ Lamar - Girls

Jan 5
Ellicott @ Lamar – Boys
Lamar – Girls @ Ellicott

LCC Sports:
Men’s Basketball: 
Jan 5 - OJC @ LCC
Jan 8 - Western Nebraska CC @ LCC

Women’s Basketball: 
Jan 5 - OJC @ LCC
Jan 8 - Western Nebraska CC @ LCC 

Area School Activities
Lamar:
Jan 7 – Teacher Workday
Jan 8 – First day back for students
Jan 9 – Re-2 Council Meeting

Holly:
Jan 7 – School Resumes

McClave:
Dec 19 - Jan 2 - Christmas Break
Jan 3 – School Resumes
Jan 7-10 – Winter Sports Week

Wiley:
Dec 17 - Jan 2 - Christmas Break

Granada: 
Dec 17 - Jan 6 - Christmas Break
Jan 7 – School Resumes
Jan 8 – Re-1 Board Meeting

Protecting YOUR Family’s Standard of Living

Big Timbers Museum 
New Hours of Operation 
Winter Hours: – Sept.1 to May 31
Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31
Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, 

and County Holidays

Financial Peace
University

Lamar Christian Church is 
going to offer another nine week 
series of practical financial aid for 
those struggling with finances 
called Financial Peace University. 
This Bible-based program can 
lead any person or family to fi-
nancial freedom in a national av-
erage of eight years to becoming 
debt free!

Many people are familiar 
with Dave Ramsey, nationally 
syndicated financial advisor, who 
is on radio and television every 
week. Dave is the founder of 
FPU and leads the DVD lessons 
in an entertaining and challeng-
ing way.

The materials include work 
book, Dave’s Complete Guide to 
Money, CD audio library, plan-
ning folder, and access to a host 
of online help from daveramsey.
com. The lessons involve 50 
minutes of video lesson, followed 
by 30 minutes of discussion and 
application. The study leader is 
Ian Blacker.

The ten classes start on Janu-
ary the 8th at 6:30-8pm in room 
12 at Lamar Christian Church 
with an introductory class, then 
nine weeks of instruction. The 
cost is $90 per person/family 
for materials, payable over three 
months if necessary. Call 336-
5343 for more information or go 
online at lamarchristian.com or 
daveramsey.com.

DivorceCare
Lamar Christian Church is 

providing the very helpful Divorce-
Care program designed to aid those 
who are traveling the rough road of 
divorce. It does not matter whether 
your divorce is recent or occurred 
many years ago, the stigma and 
pain of divorce affects so many of 
us. Yet few people healthily deal 
with all of the fallout.

DivorceCare takes each par-
ticipant on a Bible-based journey 
through divorce, helping us deal 
with anger, guilt, pain, dating and 
much more over ten weeks. The 
classes are DVD-based, with many 
highly qualified experts leading the 
studies. We also include discussion 
and other teaching methods.

The cost is $15 to cover the 
cost of the workbook. The classes 
are held on Wednesday nights from 
6:30-7:30pm in the library of La-
mar Christian Church. Please call 
the church at 336-5343 to sign up 
or go online at lamarchristian.com. 
Kay Arends will lead this study.

Lamar FFA Participates in District 
VII Speech Contest

Congratulations to Jolynn Rider of the Lamar FFA 
Chapter for receiving a “Gold” rating and placing 2nd 
in the Extemporaneous Public Speaking Contest! Rider 
will serve as the alternate for the State contest to be held 
in June.

On December 6th Colorado FFA District 7 held 
a Public Speaking Contest at the Lamar Community 
Building. District 7 consists of the Lamar, Wiley, Grana-
da, Holly, Las Animas, and McClave FFA chapters.

At the contest there were two different types of 
speeches. One of which was the “Prepared” speeches, in 
which contestants may choose their own subjects to be 
presented. The speech must consist of a current subject 
related to agriculture. Each “Prepared” speech must be 
from six to a maximum of eight minutes. The second 
type of public speaking contest is an “Extemporaneous” 
speech in which contestants draw one sub-topic from 
the following categories: Agri-science and Technology, 
Agri-marketing and International Agricultural Rela-
tions, Food and Fiber Systems, and Urban Agriculture. 
Contestants are given thirty minutes to prepare a four to 
six minute speech on the topic they chose out of the four 
main categories. FFA members are then questioned and 
scored on their knowledge of the topic.

Lauren Tinnes also represented the Lamar FFA 
Chapter in the “Extemporaneous” contest. Congratula-
tions to Tinnes for placing in the silver category!

Kennadee Oppliger represented the Lamar FFA 
Chapter and presented “The Agriculture Industry and 
the Humane Society of the United States” in the “Pre-
pared Speech” contest.

Congratulations to these young ladies on their ac-
complishments and development of their public speak-
ing skills! 

By Swayzee Bellomy, Lamar FFA Chapter Reporter



Law Enforcement 
Case#:12L-13841 Sgt. Losa Date:Fri Dec 21 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 800 block N. Main St, on a report of a criminal mischief.  The estimated damage is 
$1,000.00 to a window.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-13847      Officer:T Cope     Date:Fri Dec 21 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Jennifer Lombardi, 39 of Kansas, for possession of methamphetamines and other charges.  Jen-
nifer is held at Prowers County Jail on a $4,000 dollar bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-13851 Sgt. Losa Date:Fri Dec 21 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer contacted Elizabeth Herndon 61 of Lamar in the 300 block E. Maple St.  Elizabeth had an active war-
rant, was taken into custody and is held on a $1,500.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13856   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Fri Dec 21, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
A subject was contacted in the 1700 blk of S 7th St after he was observed shooting off fireworks. He was told he 
was not to be shooting anymore off.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13865 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Sat Dec 22, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a vehicle in the 300 blk of W. Washington St. for a traffic violation.  Luis Casillas (20) of Lamar 
was arrested for DUR. Casillas is held at PCJ on a $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13867 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Sat Dec 22, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers observed a subject urinating in public in the 600 blk of N. Main St.  Officers contacted the subject and 
cited him for the violation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-13872  Officer:C Miller  Date:Sun Dec 23 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block of North 8th St on a possible domestic violence issue.  Officers issued an 
Emergency Protection Order between the subjects.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13888   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sun Dec 23, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Joshiah Gomez, of Lamar, was arrested on an outstanding warrant in the 1600 blk of S 11th St. Joshiah was 
transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being held on a $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-13892  Officer:J.C. Sherrill  Date:Sun Dec 23 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of S. 1st St. on the report of a camp fire in a yard. Officers arrived and the 
subject agreed to extinguish the fire.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13893     Officer: J. Sherrill        Date: 12/23/2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of E. Beech St. on a report of a disturbance. Edgar Sanchez, age 28 of Ft. 
Worth, TX. was arrested for disorderly conduct and an outstanding felony warrant out of Texas. Edgar was held 
at Prowers County Jail without bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13908  Officer: Pierce  Date: Sun Dec 23 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Randle Harmon ,41, of Lamar on a warrant for failure to appear on traffic citation. Harmon was 
transported to Prowers County Jail where he was held on $94.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-13916  Officer:J.C. Sherrill  Date:Sun Dec 23 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 100 block of W. Beech St. on the report of criminal mischief. Officer arrived and found 
a broken window. Estimated damages were $600.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13955      Officer: J. Sherrill      Date: 12/25/2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 block of W. Beech St. on a report of a restraining order violation. Jacqueline Marti-
nez, age 33 of Lamar, was arrested and transported to Prowers County Jail. She was held on a $750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13956 Officer: Inman Date: Tue Dec 25 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 600 blk. of N. Main St. for a report of a disturbance involving disgruntled customers. 
Officers attempted to locate the customers and were unsuccessful.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:  12L-13963  Officer:  R. Macias  Date:  Tue Dec 25 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 600 block of E Maple in regards to an assault.  Officers found the incident to be 
between family members.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13989   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Thu Dec 27, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 blk of N 9th St for an accident. The subject advised he slid on the icy road after he tried 
making a turn.  Approximately $2,500.00 in damage was reported to the vehicle and no damage was done to the tree.

12P-3407 PD Accident                    00:01:39 12/21/12 R Rodriguez     CAA
Deputies responded to a vehicle that had struck a power pole. Izzie Schenck, 21of Holly, was arrested on DUI 
and transported to the Prowers County Jail where he was held on bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3414 Controlled Substance Problem   18:09:43 12/21/12 R Rodriguez     CAA
Deputy Rodriguez was notified of drugs being located in the jail.  William Elam,36 of Sheridan Lake, was charged 
with Introduction of Contraband, Possession of Contraband, and Possession of a Controlled Substance.  Elam is 
being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $20,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3427 Found Property                 09:41:40 12/23/12 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy dispatched to the 33000 block of County Road 7 on a report of found property. Someone found a maga-
zine to a handgun in the parking lot. The magazine was taken to the Sheriffs Office and placed into evidence for 
safe keeping.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3443 Attempted Suicide              14:49:20 12/27/12 J Parker        OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the 20000 blk of hwy 89 on a report of a subject with a self inflicted gunshot wound.  
The investigation revealed the incident was a suicide attempt.  The subject was transported to Prowers Medical 
Center for treatment.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14009   Officer: OJ Pierce   Date: Thu Dec 27 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Michael Tiller, 25 of Lamar, for domestic violence and other charges.  Tiller is held at Prowers 
County Jail without bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14011 Officer: C Miller Date: Thu Dec 27 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1700 block of South 11th St on a report of a juvenile wanting to hurt herself.  Juvenile 
was screened by mental health.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14015     Officer: C Miller    Date: Thu Dec 27 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1000 block of S. Main St. for a report of male lying on the ground.  The subject refused 
medical and was transported to Prowers County Jail from an unrelated case.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14069 Officer: Pierce Date: Sat Dec 29 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block of South 6th Street on a report of a cold shoplifting incident. Officers re-
viewed the security footage and will be seeking a warrant for the involved parties.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14081 Sgt. Losa Date: Sat Dec 29 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 1600 block S. 11th St. on a report of a subject owing another subject money.  The 
officer advised the citizen the dispute was civil and directed them to civil court.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14090 Officer: R. Macias Date: Sun Dec 30 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 900 block of South 3rd Street in regards to shots fired.  Officers were unable to 
locate anyone in the area.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14108 Officer: Pierce Date: Sun Dec 30 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers took a report of a vehicle that had been broken into and the stereo removed in the 400 block of College 
Road. Estimated value of the stereo is $100.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-14118   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sun Dec 30, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of Picasso Ct for a burglary. This matter is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3459 civil complaint                12:56:00 12/29/12 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy responded to the 100 block of South 1st Ave in Holly on a report of a civil situation. Upon arrival Deputy 
found a water pipe had busted on Dec 27 in a rental house and the landlord and tenant were arguing over who 
was going to fix the pipe. Both parties were told they needed to contact the courts or work it thier themselves.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3464 Controlled Substance Problem   10:51:38 12/30/12 M Palacios      CAA
Deputy Palacios contacted Jason Saldana, 36, of Lamar, in the 1300 blk of North Main street.  Saldana was ar-
rested for unlawful possession of controlled substance, possession of drug paraphernalia, and possessing a danger-
ous or illegal weapon. Saldana was transported and is being held at the Prowers County.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3460 Theft                          13:37:27 12/29/12 Shawn Stone     ECV
 Deputy dispatched to the 100 block of South Cline Street on a report of a burglary. Upon arrival Deputy found 
a tenant was evicted and took the furniture that was furnished in rental house. Estimated loss $2,000.00.

——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com



needs of shareholders.  Golden Plains Insurance is licensed 
in Colorado, Kansas and Oklahoma, and offers a variety of 
insurance policies, including: 
·  Farm/Ranch
·  Auto
·  Homeowners
·  Commercial
·  Bonds
·  Boat
·  Event
·  Specialty Types
·  Multi Peril Crop

 Crop Hail Customers of the former PJ Wilson Insur-
ance will not need to take any steps to continue their existing 
insurance coverage. All records and information have been 
automatically transferred to Golden Plains Insurance Agency, 
Inc., and policies remain in effect without interruption.

 Golden Plains Insurance offices are located at 109 West 
Lee Avenue, Suite 16, in Lamar; 27925 US Highway 287 in 
Springfield, and 127 South Main Street in Holly. The offices 
are open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.

 The Lamar office can be reached at (719) 336-8292, the 
Holly office at (719) 537-6100, and the Springfield office at 
(719) 523-1829. Evening and Saturday appointments are 
welcome – just ask for a time that meets your needs!

Golden Plains Insurance, Inc.

719-336-8292

      January 2, 2013

Insurance services in Lamar and Southeast Colorado have a 
new – yet familiar face, with the start of the New Year.

Lamar resident Nick Palmer formed Golden Plains Insur-
ance Agency, Inc. in mid-2012, and subsequently purchased 
PJ Wilson Insurance Agency, Inc. The new ownership became 
effective January 1.

Palmer had worked for PJ Wilson Insurance since 2005, 
working his way up through the company while earning a rep-
utation for working tirelessly to meet the needs of clients across 
southeast Colorado.

When Wilson began to consider pursuing other interests 
after a successful career, he and Palmer began looking for ways 
to continue meeting the needs of their customers – many of 
whom represented multiple generations of loyal PJ Wilson In-
surance customers.

Golden Plains Insurance Agency was born.  In addition to 
Palmer, Golden Plains employs four other members of the for-
mer PJ Wilson Insurance team – Rene Gonzalez, Dawn Goo-
drich, Malinda Salzbrenner, and Ty Rushton.  All are south-
east Colorado natives who understand our unique way of life 
and are ready to help expertly navigate insurance options and 
needs.

“We would like to thank our customers for their loyalty 
and patronage,” said Palmer. “The company name may have 
changed, but we’re looking forward to continuing to provide 
the same great service and support you have come to expect for 
many years to come.”

As an independent insurance agency, Golden Plains enjoys 
the freedom to write policies for many companies, and search 
for the best offer to meet the needs of customers, not the profit 



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 7am til Noon
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

E j O E B !! O f 7 il N

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing
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$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

Offer not valid with any other offer. One coupon per 
customer per visit. Offer expires 1/31/2013

$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

GOCO Hosting Class on Applying for Lottery Funds
GOCO Will Hold Nine Workshops Across Colorado on How to Apply for 

Lottery Funds for Community Outdoor Recreation Projects  
GOCO’s grant-writing workshops are designed to assist applicants in prepar-

ing projects and GOCO applications for park, outdoor recreation, and environ-
mental education projects. Staff will conduct simultaneous workshops at each 
location listed below: One staff member will conduct a workshop on the applica-
tion process for Local Park and Outdoor Recreation, and Mini Grants, while a 
second staff member covers the application process for the School Play Yard Ini-
tiative. All workshops are free and open to the public; to attend a workshop please 
RSVP to Luke Bolinger at lbolinger@goco.org by January 4, 2013. 

JANUARY 15 – Las Animas
1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

John W. Rawlings Heritage Center
560 Bent Avenue

Spring 2013 Local Government applications are now available online at 
www.goco.org. Local Park and Outdoor Recreation, and Mini Grant applications 
are due at GOCO on March 6, 2013. School Initiative applications are due on 
March 13, 2012. The GOCO Board is slated to award grants on June 11, 2013

Governor Hickenlooper Appoints Judge in 
16th Judicial District

DENVER - Friday, Dec. 21, 2012 - Gov. John Hickenlooper announced the 
appointment of a district judge for the 16th Judicial Districts.

The governor appointed County Court Judge Mark MacDonnell to the 16th 
Judicial District Court (Bent, Crowley and Otero counties). He will fill the va-
cancy occasioned by the retirement of the Hon. M. Jon Kolomitz.

MacDonnell currently serves on the 16th Judicial District (Bent) County 
Court bench. Because this is a 45 percent judicial position, MacDonnell also 
works as a solo practitioner and specializes in local government representation. 
Currently, he serves as the Bent and Crowley County Attorney; he represents the 
Bent, Crowley, and Prowers County’s Department of Socials Services; the City of 
Las Animas; and several Special Districts. Before his work as a solo practitioner, 
MacDonnell worked at the Law Firm of Lutz & Oliver.

2012 Ends with Lowered Precipitation in
S.E. Colorado

Statistics provided by the National Weather Service indicates 2012 
was an extremely dry year for southeast Colorado, with the exception of 
Walsh which measured over 17 inches of precipitation for the past year. 

Trace amounts of moisture were evident in the snowfalls of Christ-
mas and New Year ’s Eve, but otherwise November and December closed 
out the year on a drier than usual note.

The following is the average precipitation levels in inches for por-
tions of southeast Colorado for the past 12 months, followed by a com-
parison average for the years 1981 through 2010. 

                               Dec  2012            2012 Total         1981-2010 
Eads 0.34 10.50 15.86
Haswell 0.02 8.08 15.24
Holly n/a n/a 17.75
J. Martin Dam 0.35 6.05 13.85
La Junta 0.01 5.53 11.34
Lamar 0.23 7.53 15.82
Las Animas n/a 5.87 13.75
Trinidad 0.31 4.41 13.84
Walsh 0.90 17.19 19.16




