
City Approves State Minimum Wage, New Water 
Manager Hired

Former Lamar City Councilman, P.J. Wilson was sworn in as Lamar’s most recent 
police officer during Monday’s regular meeting, January 14.  Wilson, a local businessman, 
had been a councilman until he moved from the area and was replaced on the council 
by Oscar Riley last year.  Lamar Police Chief Gary McCrea stated that Wilson began his 
interest in the police force through his membership in the city’s Citizen’s Academy and 
went to the next level for his career change, graduating from a certified training program 
and joining the Lamar Police Department. 

The City of Lamar filled a vacant position with the hiring of Joshua Cichocki as the 
city’s Water/Wastewater Manager.  Cichocki, who hails from the Chicago suburbs, has ties 
to the San Luis area of Colorado.  On the matter of employment, the city council adopted 
the resolution for paying employees the state minimum wage.  The city is not required to 
do so, but Mayor Roger Stagner pointed out that it is a matter of competitive wages that 
affects 39 employees in town.  Of those, 26 are fire and EMS volunteers who may only 
work for several hours a week.  The balance is made mostly from part time employees, 
working at the city library or the community building.  The hourly minimum wage is 
$7.78 for Colorado. 

In several annual housekeeping actions, the city council  announced locations through-
out the city where postings will be made for official meetings including council chambers, 
the city hall bulletin board, both papers and radio stations and at the Lamar Recreation 
Department, plus numerous other notifications through email listings.  A bid for various 
types and amounts of aggregate and road base materials was awarded to five local busi-
nesses as has been the procedure for past years.  They are All Rite Paving and Ready Mix, 
Carder Inc, Robin’s Redi-Mix, Riverside Aggregates LLC and Rudy Torres Excavating. 

Rick Akers, Parks and Recreation Director, explained the Memorandum of Under-
standing between the city and Prowers Medical Center for the hospital’s use of the com-
munity building in the event of a mass medical emergency.  The agreement will be re-
viewed for renewal after two years.  The council approved a Memorandum of Agreement 
with the Department of Local Affairs, Downtown Colorado Inc., and City of Lamar and 
the Lamar Partnership Inc. Board of Directors.  As outlined by Shawna Hodge, LPI execu-
tive director, the annual Downtown Colorado membership dues are $1,000 which allows 
Lamar to continue to participate as one of eight Colorado Main Street Communities in 
the state’s Main Street Program. 

John Sutherland, Lamar City Administrator, reminded the audience of the annual 
Lamar Chamber of Commerce banquet, set for Thursday evening, January 24 at the Cow 
Palace Inn courtyard.  New board members will be officially introduced and the Citizen 
of the Year and Honker of the Year awards will be presented.  Sutherland stated that the 
Honeywell project for the city, seeking ways to utilize energy saving devices in several mu-
nicipal buildings, has begun with the installation of new lighting at the city airport.

 The council made appointments to two boards including John Sutherland to the La-
mar Building Finance Corporation, replacing former administrator Bill Pfeilsticker  until 
the term’s end in 2019.  Sutherland will serve as board president.  Chris Wilkinson’s posi-
tion on the Finance Corporation was maintained with his re-appointment to a ten year 
term expiring in 2022.  He replaces David Reyher who resigned last year. 

Councilman Skip Ruedeman recapped the highlights of a recent meeting he held en 
route to Topeka, KS while aboard a special Amtrak train.  Ruedeman has represented 
the city in meetings dealing with the need for rail upgrades in several states, including 
Colorado, to preserve the Los Angeles to Chicago route of the Southwest Chief which 
passes through Lamar.  As much as $110 million will be needed over the next two years 
to provide the needed upgrades, but Ruedeman said that amount could be reduced to 
$4 million per effected state per year without interrupting service.  The councilman said 
negotiations will be on-going for some time to come. By Russ Baldwin

Assessment Continued on back...
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Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052
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Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
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RYON MEDICAL & ASSOCIATES, LLC
in association with

MINDRAT CONSULTING, LLC

Ryon Medical & Associates
1420 E. 3rd St.
LaJunta, CO  81050
(719) 384-0303

Mindrat Consulting, LLC
313 S. 5th St. #5
Lamar, CO  81052

(719) 691-2254

NEW
PATIENTS
WELCOME

•Board Certified Clinicians
•Counseling-children, adolescents,

adult, & elderly
•Psychological testing

•Same day & after hours appointments
•Accepts medicaid, medicare & most insurances

719-316-1101 • PO Box 104 • 408 N. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO 81067

303-866-2398 • tim.dore.house@state.co.us

719-542-7550 • 129 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

719-542-1701 • 107 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

303-866-4877 • kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us

303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net

LAMAR
109 W. Lee Ave., Ste. 16

Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-8292

HOLLY
127 S. Main St.
Holly, CO 81047
(719) 537-6100

SPRINGFIELD
27925 US Hwy 287

Springfield, CO 81073
(719) 523-1892

Farm/Ranch   -    Homeowners    -   Commercial   -    Bonds
Boat    -   Event    -   Specialty Types    -   Multi Peril Crop

...let LCC work around your schedule. With 
online courses you can change your life on 
your own time. Online courses begin in      
January and February.  

Results of County Health Needs Assessment Highlighted
The second of three meetings regarding Prowers County Health Needs was conducted 

by Tommy Barnhart of the Colorado Rural Health Center this past Wednesday, January 
9 at the County Annex.  Although the meeting was populated mostly by representatives 
of the county’s health providers, the areas reviewed were developed from a community 
based questionnaire.  The Wednesday meeting was intended to summarize the survey for 
demographics and economics of the respondents as well as health data.  As of mid De-
cember, 308 surveys had been submitted for analysis of which 228 were by email with a 
total of 289 in English and 19 in Spanish.  Justin Lee, Prowers County Director of Public 
Health and Environment, opened the gathering with a welcoming and an introduction 
of the participants.  

Barnhart stated that two things are needed in the community to generate any out-
come.  That included input from residents through their recommendations and the avail-
ability of resources needed to respond to their recommendations.   He also recapped the 
initial meeting held in late November when the goals of the survey were presented.   

Statistics on those responding indicated that at least 75% were female; households 
contained at least two individuals that were 65 or older, the majority age of responders 
was between 35-54  and a smaller but balanced group had an equal amount between 25-
34 and 55-64 years old.  The percentages among education also were fairly equal among a 
classification of ‘some’ college education to an associates degree, bachelor’s degree and post 
graduate degree.  Annual income statistics for the responders showed 25% with incomes 
between $35,000 to $50,000 annually, another quarter between $50,000 to $99,999 an-
nually, and another 10% from $100,000 or more.  Approximately 37% responded that 
they did have some medical bill problems or debt that they were unable to pay. 

The questionnaire asked participants to rate various health issues by degree of sever-
ity according to their experiences or observations, ranging in increments from minor to 
major issues. The top priority for health concerns in the county listed either no insurance 
coverage or high insurance costs and high cost of medical care. Some other areas includ-
ed higher attention focused on teen birth rates, mental health, obesity, unhealthy food 
choices, cancer, alcohol and drug abuse and lack of health education and access to health 



Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Your FREE copy of The Prowers 
Journal is available each Wednesday at:

Thriftway in Lamar
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011
valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

valleymemorialfc.com

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

H i g h w a y  5 0  •  G r a n a d a ,  C O  8 1 0 4 1
( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 5   •   ( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 6

F i n e  D i n i n g ,  C a s u a l  A t m o s p h e re

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs
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Needs. COME SEE US!

Obituaries
Sandy L. Kilpatrick - May 24, 1937 – January 9, 2013 - A Funeral Liturgy service for 
longtime Lamar resident, Sandy L. Kilpatrick was held Tuesday January 15, 2013 at the 
Peacock Family Chapel in Lamar with Deacon Henry Wertin as the liturgist.  A private 
family interment of ashes will take place at a later date.  Per Sandy’s request cremation has 
taken place and there was no visitation.  For additional information and online condo-
lences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
John William “Bill” Adams - August 18, 1927 – January 9, 2013 - John William 
“Bill” Adams, 85, died January 9th in his home.  He was born August 18, 1927, son of 
Robert and Ruth Adams.  In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to the 
American Diabetes Association.  Arrangements are being handled by Peacock Funeral 
Home.  There will be no public viewing or services.

Upcoming Events
Thusday, January 17 - 11:00 am Free eMaterials Class @ Lamar Public Library - Hud-
dleston Butler Room • 7:00 pm Prowers County Historical Society Meeting @ Big Tim-
bers Transportation Museum • 8:30 Board of County Commisioners Meeting @ Court 
House.
Friday, January 18 - 7:00 pm SOS Center Dance @ Lamar Senior Center
Saturday, January 19 - 10:00 am Simple Steps for Growing Your Business at LCC 
@ LCC, West Betz Conference Room • 1:00 pm Free eMaterials Class @ Lamar Public 
Library - Huddleston Butler Room
Monday, January 21 - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Wednesday, January 23 - 6:00 pm Prowers Medical Center Board Meeting

care.  Another high response rate centered on medical provider related issues including:  
quality of local providers-lack of confidence, lack of specialists, high provider turnover, 
inadequate facilities, shortage of doctors and inability to get appointments. 

Regarding tobacco use, of the 308, approximately 200 said their households have 
someone who uses cigarettes, chew, pipe tobacco or cigars.  Just over 50% said they had 
conversations with their children regarding the harmful effects of using tobacco, alcohol 
or drugs and the majority responded that it would not be alright if their children used 
alcohol as long as they did not use other drugs.  About two-thirds responded that they had 
enough money to purchase prescription medications while 15% said they stopped taking 
prescription drugs because they could cost too much. 

Fifty-five percent of the responders felt there are not enough medical providers par-
ticipating in Prowers County.  On the question as to whether considering the services 
offered by both High Plains Community Health Center and Prowers Medical Center… 
what services are not available that you believe would be beneficial?  There were 129 
responses selecting: More and ‘better’ physicians, More and ‘better’ mental health ser-
vices and Trauma Care.  On that same question the need was indicated for more ob/gyn; 
pediatrics, allergist, dermatology, endocrinology, orthopedics, advanced surgery, internal 
medicine and urology and nephrology. 

 The final meeting will be held on February 13.  Barnhart said evaluations would be 
presented on health services responses to the community and those recommendations 
they will implement, recommendations on which they would like to act on in partnership 
with others and those which fall outside their purview. By Russ Baldwin

Assessment Continued from front...

Civics 101 at Lamar’s Community Conversation Night
 

Local residents got the ABC’s of city finance during a “Community Conversation” 
evening, hosted by Lamar City Administrator, John Sutherland at the Cultural Events 
Center this past Thursday evening, January 10. 

With various city department heads and some city councilmembers in attendance, 
Sutherland provided copies of current city finances, explaining in very informal but com-
prehensive fashion, just how the city conducted business.  He outlined details up to last 
November, showing where the tax generated funds came from, how it was apportioned to 
various departments in labor and material costs and how much had been used against the 
projected budget.  Sutherland made a comparison between representatives in the federal 
government, and how they just didn’t ‘get it’ with regard to the Fiscal Cliff message being 
sent out to ordinary citizens, to the local financial process of city government he wanted to 
convey to Lamar residents. Sutherland said he wanted to eliminate that kind of disconnect 
between Lamar residents and their local government.

Sutherland first briefed the gathering on the city’s General Fund for 2013 which is 
$7,015,201.  This fund covers costs of daily services such as police and fire departments, 
ambulance and airport, parks and recreation, cemeteries and streets, general government, 
library, city vehicles and so forth.  He also provided a breakdown on labor and benefits for 
the departments and how that also was brought into the annual budget making process. 

The audience provided some diverse questions about how to improve the quality of 
life in the community including the need to develop a recycling program for high volume 
users of plastics and glass materials; code enforcement on derelict and abandoned build-
ings, the number of dogs allowed to one household, truck parking on city streets, the 
development of the police force, library services, changes at the two cemeteries in the city, 
street sweeper schedules, suggestions for developing a hemp farm, expanding Spreading 
Antlers Golf Course to 18 holes, and the control of semi trucks in downtown traffic.  A 
young couple, new to the city since this fall attended and inquired about social ameni-
ties, stating the answers they had received on what to do in town had ranged from beer 
to bowling.   

Police Chief McCrea explained that his code enforcement officers were probably the 
busiest people in the city, but there were limitations on how tall weeds and abandoned 
vehicles could be regulated.  When asked about the size of the police staff compared to 
La Junta’s, McCrea explained that he had a total of 19 employees and two non-paid vol-
unteers who could assist, but not act as officers.  La Junta, he said, had about 22 fulltime 
officers, but almost that many were also in a volunteer status that were trained in La Junta 
and could act in an officer capacity.  “I’m attempting to create our own Police Academy 
for Lamar which will help expand our force,” he explained.  Lamar Mayor Roger Stagner 
explained that the council was working on tightening calendar gaps on offenders as some 
people could work the system to delay taking action on official warnings through the 
entire summer.  Knocking down derelict and abandoned buildings was also discussed.  
Administrator Sutherland said it was a costly and time consuming process.  “Bobby Ward, 
our building inspector said he brought down one house recently, but it cost $14,000 to do 
it,” he stated.  “That was his budget for the year on that one house,” Sutherland explained.  
There is an estimated 50 such houses in the city, but nine were taken care of in 2012. 

A by-pass around Lamar will always be a two-edged economic sword.  The usual argu-
ment over the past 30 years has been ‘trucks on Main Street discourage business, but the 
by-pass will kill downtown as all the north/south traffic will bypass the city’.  The need 
for improvements was discussed, but some citizens were unaware that the street belongs 
to the state, not the city.  It was explained that Lamar officials can only make suggestions 
and not dictate to the state that the medians should be removed or truck traffic should 
stick to only the center lane in town. 

Administrator Sutherland thanked those who attended, promising that there would 
be future meetings, and would be held at other locations around Lamar.  He also invited 
residents to attend the monthly informal breakfast sessions held by the council from 7 to 
8am at a local restaurant on the first Wednesday of each month. By Russ Baldwin



Electronics for Sale
Subwoofer For Sale
Polk Audio PSW250 subwoofer - 100 Watt dynamic 
power output. Frequency response of 30Hz - 180Hz 
produces tight and dynamic bass, built-in amplifier that 
gives out 50-Watt continuous average output. $99 OBO 
- Call 688-7720

The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is less 
than two years old and making 
an impact in the county.  Make 
a business impact with your 
Classified Ad this week in The 
Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - January 16, 2013

The Prowers JournalThe Prowers Journal

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
For Rent

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet, 
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own 
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000

Vehicle For Sale
Year: 2008, Make: Ford Explorer, Color: Maroon, Mile-
age: 95, 393 – $11,000 Sold As Is! Contact Lamar Civic 
Federal Credit Union, 311 South 5th, Lamar, CO 81052  
Call 719-336-4387

Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for 
Sage Services in Prowers County.  For more information, 
call 336-7115.

Open Gym at the  
Community Building

The Community Building of-
fers Open Gym and Adult 
Open Gym hours throughout 
the month for volleyball and 
basketball.  For times, please see 
our Your Town Today page at 
www.theprowersjournal.com or 
call 336-2774.

LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department 
receives found property on a con-
tinual basis that includes bicycles, 
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses 
and numerous other items. These 
items are kept for 6 months in an 
attempt to locate the owners. We 
encourage persons with lost prop-
erty to contact the police depart-
ment Monday through Friday 
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

 
NOTICE OF MEETING 

TO THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS OF PROWERS COUN-
TY HOSPITAL DISTRICT 
AND TO ALL OTHER PER-
SONS TO WHOM IT MAY BE 
OF CONCERN:

NOTICE is hereby given that a 
regular meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Prowers County 
Hospital District d/b/a Prow-
ers Medical Center will be held 
at Prowers Medical Center, 401 
Kendall Drive, in Lamar, Prowers 
County, Colorado, in said Dis-
trict, on Wednesday, January 23, 
2013 at the hour of 6:00 p.m.
GIVEN under my hand and the 
seal of said District this 14th day 
of January 2013.

Candy Ruedeman, Board Chair-
woman PMC BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS

GOCO Funding McClave Park Addi-
tions

McClave residents will enjoy some new additions to the 
McClave Park beginning this spring.  Great Outdoors Colo-
rado, GOCO, recently awarded Bent County $161,377.27 
to bring some new amenities to the park.  Interested parties 
from GOCO, architectural and construction firms, Bent 
County Commissioners and McClave school board repre-
sentatives as well as the grant writer, Kathryn Finau of KSF 
Strategic Services, attended a brief outdoors meeting at the 
site this past Monday morning, January 14, when the tem-
peratures were far from spring or summer-like. 

Matching funds from Bent County and the Bent 
County Recreation District will be applied to the improve-
ments which includes 30 by 60 foot covered pavilion with 
restrooms.  Other improvements include new picnic tables, 
exterior lighting, trash cans and grills and additional play-
ground equipment.   

Many of the contractors are locally based in southeast 
Colorado.  The actual ground-breaking and construction 
work will be contingent on the weather. By Russ Baldwin

NWS December Precipitation
Summary for Southeast Colorado

December saw some needed snowfall to portions of 
south central and southeast Colorado.  Mountain snowfall 
for December measured 112% of average, but the statewide 
snowpack as of January First was still only 70% of average.  
Precipitation over the southeast plains was spotty and came 
in near to slightly below normal for December.  

The dry weather has extended the Exceptional Drought 
(D4) conditions for most of Bent and Prowers Counties as 
well as Otero and Kiowa Counties and northeast portions 
of Las Animas County.  Extreme Drought (D3) conditions 
remain in extreme southeastern Bent County, extreme 
southern Prowers County and north and eastern portions 
of Baca County.  Severe Drought (D2) conditions persist in 
the rest of southeast Colorado. 

CPC and VIC Soil moisture calculations continue to 
indicate drier to much drier than normal conditions across 
most of southeast and south central Colorado with the worst 
conditions persisting across the southeast Colorado Plains. 

Pueblo received 4.0 inches of snow and 0.30 inches 
of precipitation for December, both below the monthly 
average.  The average temperature in Pueblo for the year 
was 54.9 degrees, 2.9 degrees above average.  The city 
received only 5 inches of precipitation for 2012, 7.57 
inches below normal and made 2012 the second driest 
year on record. 

At the end of December, streamflow across the Arkan-
sas and Upper Rio Grande Basins were generally below 
average with the first seasonal streamflow forecast for the 
April to September period expecting below normal condi-
tions.  As a result of last year’s well-below average runoff, 
Colorado’s statewide reservoir storage has been tracking 
below average since the end of May, 2012.  Overall stor-
age across the Arkansas and Upper Rio Grande Basins also 
reflect this trend of below average levels.

Orange old-time Bronco Phone 
(functional) and Orange Bronco 

Waste Can, 20” tall - Best offer over 
$500 - Call 336-5840 anytime
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2012 in Review – November and December
November 2012 in Review

The national election and the local election were on everyone’s mind as the final weeks and months 
before November 6 inched along during the late summer and early fall.  A number of political forums 
were conducted for the Prowers County Commissioner’s race, mostly in October, affording an opportu-
nity for interest residents to either attend or tune in to help determine for whom they would vote, and 
not just for candidates, but also for Amendment 64, a proposal to legalize recreational use of marijuana 
was put before state voters.  Holly residents would also face a choice whether to raise their city sales tax 
by an additional 2% to help maintain the general and utility fund.  As the voting was tallied the night 
of November 6, it became apparent that there would be a new face on the commissioner’s board as had 
been expected with one open race for District 3.  Wendy Buxton-Andrade defeated Jillane Hixson by a 
vote of 3,190 to 1,519.  Henry Schnabel, in a considerably closer race, out-voted challenger Don Suefer, 
2,408 to 2,326 in the initial count.  The marijuana measure also passed, but not by the voters in Prowers 
County and Holly residents approved the sales tax increase.  Oaths of office for the new and returning 
commissioner would be administered on January 8, 2013. 

As promised, the light pole painting project began on Main Street in Lamar, with 28 poles getting 
their first coating.  Crews set up fabric guards around the poles so the painting project wouldn’t become 
wind born, coating some of the downtown businesses in the process.  The flower pots, benches and trash 
containers would be removed from their locations, fixed up a bit where needed and replaced with their 
new matching coat of paint.

Community members turned out for a synopsis of a historic building overview for downtown La-
mar.  An architectural firm had been hired to conduct an in-depth study of 72 buildings of which, 20, 
could achieve some level of historic designation or listing at the local, state or federal level.  Shawna 
Hodge, Lamar Main Street Coordinator, hosted the gathering which included photos and some general 
history of some of the downtown buildings, some of which dated back to the early 1900s.  Historic 
designations could help develop local heritage tourism sites and funding for signage of points of interest 
for local residents or tourisms passing through the area, or those who visit with the intent to view such 
landmarks.

December 2012 in Review 
Personnel developments at Prowers Medical Center maintained a community-wide interest.  In late 

October, the PMC Board of Directors voted not to renew Dr. Barry Portner’s employment contract with 
the hospital and Dr. John Abbott was appointed the new medical Chief of Staff during the November 
27 monthly board meeting.  This marked the second occasion in which Abbott served in that capacity.  
The board’s actions regarding Portner’s future relationship with the hospital were brought up during the 
December 20 board meeting when the vote was made official.  Portner’s employee contract would not be 
renewed, but he would retain all medical privileges for the length of that agreement.  The meeting, set 
for that purpose only, became briefly heated when Portner’s attorney, Mark Davis, introduced additional 
elements regarding the way Portner’s case had been treated.  Davis told the board there would be legal 
action taken in the future.  As the reasons for the board’s actions were taken in executive session, they 
could not legally be brought before the public.  

The Lamar Utility Board voted to approve a reclassification of General Service Large Class power 
users, impacting the seven top power customers of the power plant.  This offered some relief to the size 
of payments made to the Light Plant, and at the same time, general customers would see a 7% decrease, 
on average, of the cost of power they paid, per kilowatt hour of usage.  The Light Plant and ARPA would 
see their legal battles with WildEarth Guardians continue into 2013 regarding overages in emissions at 
the Repowering Project.  Modifications to the coal plant’s boilers will be put into effect next spring, in 
hopes of running at full capacity which staying on the safe side of emissions as outlined in the Clean Air 
Permit.  Even if the plant was running in permissible levels, the higher cost of energy produced by coal, 
as opposed to natural gas would mean that ARPA would continue to pursue long term power purchase 
agreements, keeping the plant offline.

Prowers County Development Incorporated board members reviewed their 2012 and 2013 budgets 
and decided some overhead costs could be reduced with a move away from their Main Street location 
in Lamar.  The Rodeway Cow Palace Inn had office space available at a lower monthly rate than was 
currently being paid, plus insurance and utilities would be eliminated and phone line charges would be 
reduced.  There was the added benefit of ample parking for staff, board members and clientele and visi-
tors.  With the help of board members, some Prowers County equipment and volunteers from Lamar 
Community College, the office furniture was loaded and moved to the new headquarters by the second 

weekend of December. 
The Prowers County Lodging Tax Panel made the move with PCDI as Panel board members used 

their Main Street office space for their monthly meetings.  Along with the new address came the idea for a 
representative logo for the organization which had been in existence for six years.  An at-large contest for 
the community was held with $400 awarded as prize money for the logo which best represented Prowers 
County.  The board members decided to award the prize to two area students for their artwork.  One 
winner was selected for developing the concept of using a puzzle as the logo, and the other student for 
their concept of a rural setting.  The logo will be put into use early in January of next year. 

Some retirements came to light as the year drew to a close.  Chana Reed, Lamar Chamber of Com-
merce office manager announced she would retire in December after 21 years service to the chamber.  
Through almost two decades, Reed maintained her office hours at the chamber while serving on several 
board and committees.  She helped organize the first Cal Ripkin World Series ballgames to Lamar sev-
eral years ago, was nominated by the governor to serve on the board for GOCO, representing southeast 
Colorado interests and helped coordinate parades, Lamar Days events, rodeos and special events around 
the community.  

Despite the passage of Amendment 64, legalizing Colorado citizen’s possession of one ounce of 
marijuana for recreational purposes, the new law and criminal activities had not yet matched each other’s 
pace.  In mid December, Lamar police arrested a Greyhound bus passenger while he was transporting 
eleven pounds of marijuana in a pillow case.  One of the department’s K9 dogs was called in to sniff out 
the drug, an event which was conducted in fairly regular fashion for the latter part of the year, often with 
pretty good results.  The poundage however, was considerable and the Denver resident was charged and 
arrested following the search.  Amendment 64 would not go into effect in the state until the new year, 
but Lamar and Prowers County officials were adamant in following federal regulations regarding the use 
of drug and the negative vote the amendment received from Prowers County in the November General 
Election.  The Commissioners directed County Attorney John Lefferdink to draw up an ordinance pro-
hibiting retail sales of marijuana and grow sites in the community.  State regulations on amendment 64 
are expected next July and communities have until October of next year to act on their own community 
interests. 

2012 was going into the record books at one of the hottest and driest years on record.  Summer 
temperatures in southeast Colorado exceeded 100 degrees on numerous occasions and by comparison, 
temperatures in the upper 90s at times could feel cool.  It remained dry with rainfall and precipitation 
lagging behind levels from earlier years.  The snowpack which helped feed ditches and streams in the 
region dried up sooner than had been expected.  The effects of the dry spell were not lost on local resi-
dents as a televised documentary on the Dust Bowl of the 1930s focused on the High Plains area.  It 
detailed the economic and ecological hardships that would impact the people of the land for years to 
come before more educated means of using the land were accepted. Present day residents got a literal taste 
of that time. Because of blowing dust, a portion of Highway 287/385 between Lamar and Springfield 
was temporarily closed on November 10, but not before the limited visibility had contributed to a motor 
vehicle accident, injuring a local resident.  A National Weather Service satellite view of that area on that 
day showed waves of wind-blown dust between Lamar and Garden City, Kansas, appearing to be brown 
waves of water, approaching the shore.  Despite the dryness local residents were treated to their first white 
Christmas in years.  The evening of the 24th, a storm system moved over the area bringing light snow to 
southeast Colorado, giving about a two inch blanket to enjoy for Christmas morning in Prowers County, 
along with single digit temperatures in the evening. 

The events of a passing year always play a role in how the New Year will be determined.  There are 
now some new faces mixed with the current ones in some key positions in the community which will 
help guide us through 2013.  As downtown Lamar is basing a portion of its future economic growth by 
relating to the history of the buildings lining Main Street, our community can improve by combining 
our experiences of the past with some of the new ideas that will be offered us in the year to come.  May 
we make the best of the time we’re given for 2013. By Russ Baldwin

Willow Creek Park Drug Bust
Media Release from Lamar Police Department - On Thursday, 01/10/2013, Lamar Police 

Officers were called to Willow Creek Park near the swimming pool on the report of a drug 
transaction taking place.  One of the vehicles which was reportedly involved with the transac-
tion was still on scene when officers arrived.  

Officers contacted the driver of that vehicle and identified him as Aaron Westhoff, age 20, 
of Lamar.  Officers detected the odor of marijuana coming from the vehicle.  The subsequent 
search of the car revealed marijuana and other items associated with the sale of illegal drugs.  

Westhoff was arrested on scene and transported to the Prowers County Jail where he was 
booked for distribution of marijuana and held on an $8,000 bond.



Wake Up Workout
Need an early morning 
workout to get you going? 
Then this is the perfect 
class for you! This is Yoga 
and Toning class taught by 
Mary Minor. Designed to 
relieve stress, to keep you 
motivated and help you 
stretch yourself into a New 
You!
Classes meet every Tues-
day and Thursday at 6:00 
AM and on Thursday Eve-
nings at 7:00 PM at the 
Community Building. The 
cost of these classes is the 
Daily Visit Fee or you can 
use your punch card or an-
nual pass.

Veteran Information 
Veterans, your continued good 
health is important.  Be sure to 
call 719-336-7155 for your local 
medical needs.  Area Veterans, 
you’ve served your country,  let 
the PMG VA Medical Clinic in 
Lamar serve you.  You can also 
call 855-779-0833 to schedule 
an appointment or to have your 
questions answered.
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Weekend Local Scores:
Girls Basketball:
Lamar 48 – La Junta 33
Wiley 41 – Kit Carson 22
Wiley 51 – Granada 29
McClave 34 – Holly 29
McClave 44 – South Baca 32

Boys Basketball:
La Junta 68 – Lamar 57
Wiley 57 – Kit Carson 54
Wiley 65 – Granada 53
McClave 50 – Holly 37
McClave 74 – South Baca 37

Sports Schedule 
Basketball:
Jan 17 McClave @ Kim
 Walsh @ Wiley

Jan 18 Pueblo Centennial @ Lamar (Boys)
 Lamar (Girls) @ Pueblo Centennial
 Granada @ Kit Carson
 South Baca @ Holly

Jan 19 Lamar (Boys) @ Trinidad
 Trinidad @ Lamar (Girls)
 Wiley @ Vilas
 Holly @ Cheraw

Jan 22 Granada @ South Baca (Pritchett)

Wrestling:
Jan 17 Lamar @ Burlington
Jan 19 Lamar @ Florence Tournament

LCC Sports:
Men’s Basketball: 
Jan 18 North Platte Community College @ LCC
Jan 19 Laramie County Community College @ LCC

Protecting YOUR Family’s Standard of Living

Big Timbers Museum 
New Hours of Operation 
Winter Hours: – Sept.1 to May 31
Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31
Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, 

and County Holidays

Jan 23 LCC @ Otero Junior College

Women’s Basketball
Jan 17 Adams State University JV @ LCC
Jan 18 LCC @ Adams State University JV
Jan 23 LCC @ Otero Junior College
 

Area School Activities
Lamar:
Jan 16 Sick Leave Bank Board Meeting @ 6:30 am
Jan 17 No School for Alta Vista only 

Holly:
Jan 16 FCW @ 6:00 pm
 JH/HS Assembly @ 11:30 am
 JH/HS Club and Group Pictures
 JH/HS Winter Sports Pictures
 Jan 18 – Knowledge Bowl @ Eads
 Jan 21 – FFA to Stock Show 

McClave:
Jan 16 NHS Annual Blood Drive
Jan 18 Knowledge Bowl @ Eads
 Teacher Inservice
Jan 21 Alive @ 25 Assembly in Wiley 

Wiley:
Jan 18 FCCLA Winter Conference in Swink
Jan 21 Alive @ 25 Assembly 

Granada:
Jan 18 Knowledge Bowl @ Eads

CHECK THIS OUT...
If you have an eReader, iPod 

or other mp3 player, tablet or 
a smart phone, we can help 
you find free materials to use 
with your device!

This class will be one hour 
long and offered three times 
during the week.

Classes will be located 
in the Huddleston Butler 
Room of the Lamar Public Li-
brary.
 
Thursday, January 17 at 11:00 am
Saturday, January 19 at 1:00 pm
 
Come whenever is convenient 
for you!
 
Call the library @ 336-4632 if 
you have additional questions!

Operation Valentine
Send our troops a message from the heart. Now through 
January 25th, create a personalized Valentine card to 
send to a hero overseas.  You can drop off your Valentine 
card at Peacock Funeral Home at 209 South 4th Street 
in Lamar.  Proudly Serving Those Who Have Proudly 
Served.  

Zumba Fitness at the  
Community Building

Ditch the workout, join the par-
ty! Tasha Shelton offers Zumba 
classes every Tuesday and Thurs-
day from 5:30-6:30pm a the 
Lamar Community Building.  
Classes are $5 or a punch card 
can be purchased: 10 classes for 
$30 or 20 classes for $50.

Step Aerobics at the  
Community Building

If you’re looking to improve en-
durance and flexibility or increase 
your cardiovascular health, come 
join Mary Minor for Step Aerobics 
at the Lamar Community Build-
ing.  Classes are held on Monday 
and Wednesday nights from 6:00-
7:00pm.  Cost of the class is the 
daily visit fee, punch card, or an-
nual pass. 



Law Enforcement
13P-0069 Information Report             09:45:46 01/08/13 S Zordel        TRA
Senior Deputy Zordel was informed of a possible health hazard in the 603 Main St, Wiley. Prior residents told 
deputy they had tried to get assistance from Public Health, Atmos, and other places concerning possible gas and 
venting issues causing them to become sick. They said no one is helping. Documented.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0074 Courthouse Security Incident   14:56:37 01/08/13 B Settles       OHS
 Dep. Settles arrested Martin Cabello, 58 of Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse on a warrant out of Prow-
ers County District Court for Failure to Appear on the original charges of Failure to Register as a Sex Offender 
and a warrant out of Prowers County Court for Failure to Appear.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0085 Medical Emergency              00:56:45 01/09/13 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy was asked to contact an Rp that lives in the 500 block of North 1st Ave in Holly in reference to noises. 
Rp advised strange noises were making her feel ill. Rp was later transported to the Emergency room by the Holly 
Ambulance.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00250 Officer: Pierce Date: Tue Jan 08 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Marcos Esparza, 21, of Lamar in the 1800 block of South 10th Street. Esparza was arrested on 
two active warrants and transported to Prowers County Jail where he is held on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00264    Officer: K Dewey    Date: Tue Jan 08, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 700 blk of S Mullen St for a suspicious smell inside the buildings. No criminal activity 
was found. It was determined to be a skunk.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00267   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Tue Jan 08, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Keith Weeks, 31, of Lamar, was contacted in the 400 blk of Hackberry St. Keith was found to have a warrant for 
failing to appear. He was taken into custody and transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being held 
on $1000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00266 Officer: R. Macias Date: Tue Jan 08 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Clint Baldwin, 36 of Lamar, in regards to a Prowers County Court Warrant.   Subject is being 
held on a $500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0100 Administrative report          07:31:24 01/10/13 R Manly         ECP
Deputy Salgado found inmate to be in possession of her prescription drugs. Charges pending investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00298 Officer: Kenny Davis Date: 01/09/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to 100 N 7th St. concerning a welfare check on three dogs. Officer found 
that none of the dogs had food or water. A door tag was left at the resident with information required by the City 
for housing dogs within the city limits.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00306 Officer: J Jenkins Date: Wed Jan 09, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to Highland Street for a report of a man down.  Officers investigated the death of the subject.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00307    Officer:  Sgt. Gonzales    Date:  Wed Jan 09 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
01-09-13 at 1536 hrs. officers received the report of lewd and lascivious behavior in the 100 Blk E. Parmenter Street.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00308  Officer: G. Ibarra Date: Wed Jan 09 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
On 01-09-13 at 1639 hrs. Officers took a report of a two individuals attempting to solicit insurance policies in the 200 
Blk E. Maple. Officers were unable to get any leads or vehicle descriptions.  Officers had the incident documented.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00340  Officer: Kenny Davis  Date: 01/10/2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to 401 Kendall Dr; Prowers Medical Center concerning a dog bite incident. 
The pit dog was taken to the shelter for quarantine. The dog will be put down at the end of the quarantine time.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00346 Sgt. Losa Date: Thu Jan 10 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the Willow Creek Park on a report of a possible drug transaction.  The officer later ar-
rested Aaron Westhoff, 20, of Lamar for distribution.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00355 Officer: G. Ibarra Date: Thu Jan 10 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers made contact with a possible wanted person in the 300 blk of N. Main St.  Officers found the party 
intoxicated which was a violation of a protection order.  Matter is being investigated and chargers are pending.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0108 Administrative report          20:41:18 01/10/13 R McCorkle      OHS
Male PCJ adult inmate was transported to PMC after slipping on the shower floor and falling.

13P-0109 Theft                          07:48:25 01/11/13 JE Weisenhorn   ACT
Deputy J Weisenhorn responded to the 400 blk of Pawnee St in Holly for a reported theft. Upon arrival the RP stated 
the theft occurred in the 30000 blk of Cnty Rd K. The suspect had taken farm equipment parts. charges pending.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0122 DUI                            13:58:37 01/12/13 JE Weisenhorn   CAA
Deputy J Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 31000 blk of Hwy 50 for weaving. he driver had been called in 
as a REDDI report. Esteban Lopez-Camacho was arrested for DUI, DUI Per Se, and weaving. Lopez-Camacho 
is being held on $10,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0123 DUI                            16:22:53 01/12/13 JE Weisenhorn   CAA
Deputy J Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 31000 blk of Hwy 50 for weaving. The vehicle had been called 
in as a REDDI report. Prior to the vehicle being stopped, the RP stated the driver and passenger switched places. 
Leoncio Perezwas arrested for DUI and other charges. Perez is being held on $10,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0124 DUI                            17:28:02 01/12/13 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle at Cnty Rd 30 and Hwy 50 for defective vehicle. Victor Cruz was 
arrested for DUI, DUI Per Se, and MIP, open container, drove vehicle without a driver’s license, and vehicle not 
equipped with tail lamps as required. Cruz is being held at the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
13P-0130 Controlled Substance Problem   18:26:46 01/13/13 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn served a search warrant in the 7000 Blk Cnty Rd LL. Jesse Schroeder-Baca 19, of 
Colorado Springs was arrested for poss. of Sch I controlled substance with intent to distribute and distribution. 
Schroeder-Baca is being held on $50,000.00 bond.  MDMA, Mushrooms, Marijuana and Hashish were all items 
recovered during the search warrant.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00380 Officer: Pierce Date: Fri Jan 11 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1800 block of South 10th Street on a report of theft. Officers found approximately 
$150 worth of hand tools and tool box had been removed from a shed.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00402 Officer: G. Ibarra Date: Fri Jan 11 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 700 blk of Mullen St. on a report of domestic violence.  Officers arrested Fredrick Can-
delaria, 44 of Lamar, for domestic and other related charges.  Fredrick is being held at PCJ without bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:  13L-00403 Officer: Inman Date: Sat Jan 12 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 2400 blk. of S. Main St. for a report of a MIP party. Officers issued nine summonses 
to the subjects involved.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00413 Officer: P. Wilson    Date: Sat Jan 12 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 200 Blk of E. Cedar St. on a report of a possible burglary.  Officers were advised 
a cell phone and medication were taken.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00417   Officer: P. Wilson    Date: Sat Jan 12 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 1500 Blk of S. 14th St. on a report of theft of medications. Officers were advised 
that several types of medications were taken.  Items were documented.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00423 Officer: Pierce Date: Sat Jan 12 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of East Beech Street on a report of a fight. Jose Zavala-vasquez, 29, of Lamar 
was arrested on related charges and held on $500.00 bond at Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00424   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sat Jan 12, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 1700 blk of S 12th St for a disturbance. Kevin Andrews, 27, of Lamar, was ar-
rested for harassment and ROV. Mr. Andrews was transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being held 
on $750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00437 Officer: M. Harris Date: Sun Jan 13, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to a report of a female screaming in the alley. Officers identified the subject as being involved 
in a prior domestic violence incident earlier in the day. Subject was taken into custody.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-00439 Officer: M. Harris Date: Sun Jan 13, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers observed an unsecure premises in the 100 block of Maxwell St. While officers were approaching the 
residence someone inside secured the residence and would not answer the door.

——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com



oil, in salad dressings and for baked goods are a few examples. Di-
etary studies by two separate universities have proven sunflower oil 
made from Nusun and High oleic oilseeds is healthier than olive 
oil for human consumption. The natural expeller pressed vegetable 
oils contains zero trans-fat and low levels of saturated fat.  Major 
snack food companies that prefer a healthier oil to produce their 
products are the primary purchasers of the vegetable oils produced 
by Colorado Mills.

Colorado Mills produces very little waste by incorporating the 
oilseed meals as an ingredient for their feed production.  Meal is 
what is left of the oilseeds after the oil has been extracted.  High 
fat oilseed meal is the main component of the various feed types 
produced by Colorado Mills.  They produce up to 800 tons of feed 
per week for cattle, goats, sheep, horses, and swine. Quality show 
feeds, range cubes, specialty feeds for growing and finishing calves 
and custom mixes are also available. 

Livestock feed at Colorado Mills is sold by the bulk ton or in 
pre-packaged 50 pound bags.  A trucking service is available to de-
liver bulk feed orders to customers and is regularly used by patrons 
within a 250 mile radius of Lamar.  Colorado Mills also supplies 
products to several feed stores in Eastern Colorado.

The unique feed produced from oilseed meal at Colorado Mills 
is very palatable to livestock. Customers continue to report that 
cattle fed range cubes from Colorado Mills tend to stay in better 
condition, produce healthier calves, wean larger calves, and have 
longer reproductive life with higher conception rates.

Colorado Mills is proud to be part of the agricultural commu-
nity, and will continue to strive to support and improve the econo-
my of southeast Colorado.

Pictured above: Kevin Swanson, Amber Yoho, and Rick Robbins

Colorado Mills

505 East Hickory St. - 719-336-5882

    January 16, 2013

Colorado Mills is located at 505 East Hickory Street with office 
hours of 8 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday.  Colorado Mills takes 
pride in being one of Lamar’s drug free work places and offers an 
above standard benefits package to its 38 employees.  Rick Robbins is 
the General Manager.

Colorado Mills was founded in 1999 by four families from 
southeastern Colorado to fulfill a local need for a feed mill.  Since its 
inception as a feed mill, Colorado Mills has developed into an oilseed 
processing facility and in 2010 expanded to include a food-grade veg-
etable oil refinery.

In a typical year Colorado Mills purchases 30-35 million pounds 
of Nusun and High Oleic sunflower seeds from growers in Colorado, 
Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.  The majority of the seeds purchased 
by Colorado Mills are grown within a 250 mile radius of Lamar.  
These oilseeds are processed and refined into a natural, hexane free 
food grade sunflower oil. 

Most consumers do not realize that hexane, a known toxin, is 
used to extract the majority of the oils that are consumed, such as 
canola, soybeans, corn, cotton, peanut, and some olive oils. Although 
most of the hexane is removed, trace amounts still remain in the ma-
jority of oils sold on the market today. 

Unlike the majority of vegetable oil producers, Colorado Mills 
does not use hexane or other harsh chemicals at its oilseed crushing 
plant.  Colorado Mills utilizes an all natural mechanical extraction 
process to produce a healthier, natural crude oil without any traces 
of harmful by-products.  Colorado Mills produces a variety of food 
grade vegetable oils including, safflower, canola, and corn with sun-
flower oil as their primary product.

The crude oil is then refined into a high quality cooking oil.  The 
refinery at Colorado Mills is Kosher and organic certified.  To help 
maintain a premium quality, the refinery undergoes an annual third 
party audit performed by AIB International, Inc. and  has been recog-
nized for its high standard of food grade manufacturing practices.  

The sunflower and other vegetable oils produced by Colorado 
Mills can be used in a large variety of applications. Use as a frying 



SOS Center Hours
The Lamar Community Resource and Senior Center hours of opera-
tion are:  Monday – Friday from 8am to 5pm; Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 6pm to 9pm and the Saturday night dance is from 7pm to 
10pm.  Call 719-336-4072 for information.

Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 6am til 6pm
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

E j O E B !! O f 6 il 6

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing
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$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

Offer not valid with any other offer. One coupon per 
customer per visit. Offer expires 1/31/2013

$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

Holly Trustees Make Appointments for 2013
Board and committee appointments occupied most of the regular 

business of the Holly Trustees during their first meeting of the New Year, 
this past Wednesday evening, January 9. 

The top four positions were maintained by unanimous vote with 
Marsha Willhite as Town Administrator, Darla Scranton-Specht as Town 
Attorney, Kim Verhoeff as Municipal Judge and Sheriff Jim Faull as town 
Marshall.  Appointments stayed much the same for other positions in-
cluding: Finance Committee, Police Commissioner Board, Scholarship 
Committee and VALE Committee.  Trustee Marty Campbell will serve 
as an alternate representative to the Colorado Association of Municipal 
Utilities and Carol Jones was voted to fill the unexpired term of Tammy 
Daskam on the Library Board.  Town Clerk, Mary Rushton, adminis-
tered the oath of office to Claudia Parker as Deputy Clerk/Treasurer with 
Parker’s family  attending.

Administrator Willhite provided an overview of the status of the 
town’s landfill with the Colorado Department of Public Health and En-
vironment.  Willhite explained the landfill is still in compliance with 
CDPHE regulations although some documentation of the landfill area 
will be needed as the state’s map shows the geography to be larger on 
paper than its current acreage.  Willhite expressed her concerns that the 
state health department will include some unnecessary regulations per-
taining to paperwork for dumping PCB’s and asbestos in town landfills.  
She added that the proposed record keeping regulations are not from 
the EPA, but the CDPHE.  She said with the Trustees approval, she will 
approach the Prowers County Commissioners to help intercede on the 
town’s behalf.  Willhite said the new stipulations were brought to her 
attention by a landfill engineering firm involved with several southeast 
Colorado counties facing the same problem.   

Willhite briefly discussed the need for the county to provide FEMA 
with necessary information regarding Holly’s status over its levee situa-
tion.  The administrator said that FEMA recently declined approval of a 
CDOT loan application made on behalf of Holly because the county had 

not provided the information in a timely manner.  A 90 day extension 
can be provided and during that interval, Holly residents with property 
in the flood plain area will be brought up to date on recent develop-
ments. 

Keith Dennis, Field Service Supervisor listed work down in the town 
including painting handicap zones on Main Street and curbing; the 
town’s radar trailer has been set up for operation; a new south well surge 
tank has been installed; Main Street and Highway 50 has been swept; the 
town trucks have been set up with plows and sanding equipment; a house 
at the corner of North 10th and Vaughn Streets was leveled and removed 
and lights at the town’s flag pole were installed.  The trustees discussed 
sulpher and chlorine odors in the town’s tap water at some locations.  
Administrator Willhite said this could be due to well water taken at a 
shallower than normal level in the water table.  Dennis said he’d check 
into the chlorine equipment in the town’s system. By Russ Baldwin




