
New City Administrator Begins Job
Council Will Consider Employee Wage Increases
City finances occupied two of the three agenda items on the Lamar City Council work 

session this past Monday evening, August 27. Sean McTaggert, Spreading Antler Golf 
Course Superintendent, discussed how the city’s annual $15,000 equipment loan has been 
rolled over into annual payments for the course’s sprinkler irrigation system. A $90,000, 
seven year loan is being paid back for an improved watering system, replacing the out-
dated irrigation operation. McTaggert said the computerized system can be programmed 
from a handheld device if need be and can independently operate each sprinkler head on 
most-needed areas and cut back on other sections that are doing well. He added that the 
timers will now shut off exactly when programmed, but lack of filtration in a part of the 
system causes some of the heads to stick because of debris build-up, and that’s a problem 
that will be addressed in the future. He added the loan should be paid off by December, 
2018. City Treasurer, Linda Rohlman, stressed the need for written documentation or an 
IGA so a paper trail exists for future city council members six years from now. 

A city employee salary survey will be conducted to see if revenues allow for an employee 
salary increase, a follow up to consideration of pay raises at the half year point. Mayor 
Roger Stagner said the city could authorize a RFP, request for proposal, as recommended 
by past city administrator, Steven Rabe, and hire a firm to conduct the salary study. The 
matter was highlighted last council meeting by Bev Haggard when the councilwoman re-
marked that the city had said it would look at mid-year raises. “If we have any raises at all, 
I don’t want them to be a percentage raise,” she stressed. “That means the people already 
getting the highest salaries will automatically get more money if we do an across the board 
percentage raise. I want to see it based on a certain amount per hour,” she explained. The 
council will see how much money, if any, could be allocated in the 2013 budget which 
would be apportioned to the deserving employees. Rabe remarked that there’s no point in 
doing a survey if there aren’t sufficient funds in the budget, but he felt secure that the city 
has seen a good year in 2011 and sales tax revenues continue to climb for Lamar this year. 

The council discussed Prowers Medical Center hospital activities in general with CEO 
Craig Loveless, who replaced James Fairchild this past spring. Loveless was the interim 
CEO until he was brought on board as the full time Chief Executive Officer. Loveless 
said he has been on board for the past four months and the hospital now has a full board 
of directors and finances for PMC are steady. Councilman Skip Ruedeman asked for an 
explanation of how Obamacare may impact hospital finances. “With Medicaid, we’re op-
erating on a 1% margin above expenses,” Loveless explained. Because of that, the state has 
increased the number of Medicaid participants, mostly by altering the financial threshold 
at which a person or family qualifies. “Where it used to be less than $24,000 a yearly 
income to qualify, it’s now about $30,000 for example,” he said. Loveless added that for 
the past 15 years, Congress has passed coverage for financial gaps in health care and he 
doesn’t think anything will change. Regarding Obamacare, “I don’t know. No one really 
will know until the system has been operating for a full year, and I expect that there will 
be adjustments to the system along the way. That’s been how it works in the past.” The 
one area of concern he expressed was the decreasing payback hospitals will see, diminish-
ing to 95% reimbursement after one year coupled with a general percentage decrease for 
subsequent years.  Regarding the $1 million HVAC and electric system improvement 
that had been attached to the defeated bond issue this spring, Loveless said the board 
is considering ways to fund the needed improvements. “Grants are the hardest to come 
by for this type of upgrade,” he said, and a bond resolution would take voter approval.  
Loveless believed one way to finance improvements would be under a market tax credit. 
He added, “Patient care is top priority at PMC. If a person has to receive care away from 
our hospital, and that’s their best medical option, that’s fine.” He said he is working with 
the board to develop additional specialty physicians at the hospital, as the more services 
that can be provided locally, they will develop into the ability to treat all the persons in a 
family for their medical needs.    

The Lamar Municipal Pool is getting a new roof, replacing the old one which was 
damaged during the June 2 summer tornado. Parks and Recreation Director, Rick Akers, 
said the entire roof is being replaced as well as the ceiling of the men’s locker room which 
had a limb pierce the roof and ceiling during the storm. The limb was left in place as 
the roof had been planned for replacement. Of the ten bids mailed out, Camp and Cur-
rell Construction was the only company that responded and was awarded the project at 
$26,969.39. The insurance estimate for the project is $27,661.42. The 6,000 square foot 
roof will be replaced by 26 gauge corrugated steel sheeting. The small pavilion just south 
of the pool will have its roof replaced for $1,150. Please visit theprowersjournal.com for 
the complete article By Russ Baldwin
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McGrath Selected as PMC Board Member
Lamar optometrist, Dr. Kevin McGrath, was sworn in as the newest Prowers Medical 

Center member to the board of directors.  McGrath is replacing former member Jan Hall, 
who recently resigned from the board.  McGrath will fill the remainder of Hall’s term, 
until May, 2014.  McGrath, who grew up in Las Animas, had lived in California following 
his college career and had lived in La Junta for two years until he opened his practice in 
Lamar in September, 1995.   

He said he hadn’t followed the recent election process very closely, but, “I have always 
been interested in medicine and how it interacts and we’re a small part of medicine in 
optometry, but it is becoming a bigger and bigger part of it.”  He thanked the board for 
selecting him as its newest member.  In another matter pertaining to its operation, PMC 
board members decided to move their monthly meeting time to 6pm instead of 7pm, still 
on the fourth Wednesday of each month.  McGrath will receive a briefing from hospital 
attorney, John Lefferdink next month on the legal aspects of his new position with the 
board. 

The hospital’s strategic plan for the next three to five years is still in development.  Con-
sultants from Quorum Health Resources conducted several community focus groups last 
month and QHR Regional Vice President, Mike Miller, told the board those results should 
be ready for discussion in the next several months.  The PMC Foundation is also expected to 
present the results of its strategic planning sessions by the September board meeting. 

Recruitment of medical staff was also broached by the board.  Member Ron Farmer 
McGrath continued on back...
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Obituaries
Linda J. Lohse - February 19, 1948 – August 25, 2012 - A funeral service for long time 
Lamar resident, Linda J. Lohse, was held Wednesday August 29, 2012 at the Peacock 
Family Chapel in Lamar. Ian Blacker with the Lamar Christian Church officiated the  
service and burial followed in the Wiley Cemetery in Wiley, Colorado.  For current infor-
mation and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Lamar Utility Board Reviews Customer
Disconnect Policies

Most of the discussion during the August 29 Lamar Utility Board meeting focused on 
items not specifically on the agenda.   Lamar Light Plant Superintendent Houssin Hou-
rieh discussed the rules and regulations pertaining to policies for re-connect and discon-
nect for electric service, mostly for residential customers.  The Light Plant follows at 70 
page document set up in 1992 through 1997 and Hourieh reviewed the specifics to see if 
any board members felt there should be some adjustments or updates on policy. 

“We get anywhere from 43 to 63 customers disconnected a month,” Hourieh ex-
plained, saying they were a mixture of residential and commercial accounts, but mostly 
residential.  Clients have 20 days to respond to a disconnect notice after two straight 
months of missed utility payments.  He said most customers will respond during the day 
of the disconnect notice, but two or three make calls after business hours asking that a 
service man restore the meters that night.  They have until 10am the next day to make 
a payment arrangement, but usually no one shows at the plant office, so another service 
man has to go out to disconnect the meter again, which costs in man hours.  Sometimes a 
residence will request a reconnect under a different name than the prior customer.  After 
three missed payments, the bill is sent to a collection agency in Fort Morgan, according to 
board secretary, Linda Williams. 

Hourieh suggested that the board members review the current rate structure for con-
nection and disconnect fees, during and after regular business hours.  Another option is to 
alter the cost of service calls from the 1992 fees for Wiley, McClave, Hartman and Bristol.  
Using the standard IRS per mile charge, the costs would be $8-14-24 and 19 respectively.  
Board member Mike Bryant suggested that the costs be explained on the bill, using IRS 
fee structure. 

Customers may also request their deposit fees be returned but LUB secretary Linda 
Williams explained that occurs only when 12 consecutive payments have been made with-
out any disconnect notices.  Residential deposit fees are $50 and will show accrued interest.  
Hourieh explained that commercial deposits will differ, adjusting for comparable square 
footage or equal sized consumption from one business to another similar sized operation.

The question of Light Plant utility rates becoming a negative issue with businesses 
looking to set up operation in Prowers County had been discussed at last month’s Prow-
ers County Development Incorporated meeting.  Those board members suggested PCDI 
executive director Lisa Nolder set up a meeting with Superintendent Hourieh to see if 
there could be any leeway in the rate structure for new or existing businesses serviced by 
Lamar Light & Power in the county.  At the August 28 meeting, Hourieh said he was ap-
proached, but the subject of rates was not explored in depth.  Board member, Ron Cook 
said it might be best not to wait for a second call, but to have the board set up a date with 
PCDI, along with the city council, possibly the Prowers County Commissioners and Rick 
Rigel from ARPA as that company sets the rate policy for the Light Plant. Please visit 
theprowersjournal.com for the complete article.  By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
Thursday, August 30 - 4:00 pm Come & Go Reception for Jackie Brown @ County 
Annex • 6:00 pm Northeast Prowers Conservation District Annual Meeting and Appre-
ciation Dinner @ Granada Community Center
Friday August 31 - Annual Dove Hunt @ Lamar Elks Lodge
Saturday, September 1 - 10:00 am Monarch Butterfly Tagging  @ Bent’s Old Fort
Monday, September 3 - Voces Unidas Meeting @ Eagles Lodge • Labor Day, City/
County Offices closed
Tuesday, September 4 - 6:30 Photoshop Basics @ Cultural Events Center presented by 
the High Plains Photography Club
Wednesday, September 5 - 7:00 am Lamar City Breakfast • 12:00 pm Holly Commer-
cial Club Meeting @ United Methodist Church • 7:00 pm Holly Town Board @ Depot

Public Invited to 9/11 First Responder Tribute
Voices of Southeast Colorado and Voces Unidas are co-sponsoring an afternoon gath-

ering of the community for a special tribute to area first responders.  The public is invited 
to the north steps of the Prowers County Courthouse at 5:30pm on Tuesday, September 
11, in memory of those first responders who came to our nation’s aid during the attack on 
the World Trade Center Twin Towers in New York City on September 11, 2001. 

Doug Harbour of Voices of Southeast Colorado said the event is non-partisan, and 
open to the public, adding, “This isn’t going to be a political event, but a community 
event for everyone.  We started talking about being able to do something to honor our 
local responders and we felt this would be the best way of holding something.  We’re es-
pecially glad that Voces Unidas is co-sponsoring with us.” 

The final details on the afternoon gathering are still being worked out, Harbour ex-
plained.  He said the east and west intersections to Elm Street in front of the courthouse 
will be closed off and plans call for bleachers to be set up to accommodate the crowds, but, 
he said people are welcome to bring their lawn chairs along with their American Flags.

Some of those planning to attend include:
Prayer-Lamar Christian Church; Presentation of Colors by VFW and American Le-

gion Honor Guard; Pledge of Allegiance-Troop 218, BSA, Musical Presentations-Lamar 
Notables; Speaker-Mitch Olsen, Lamar History Teacher on 9/11 impact.  Harbour said 
certificates of appreciation will be presented to area law enforcement agencies, fire depart-
ments from the county and city, CSP, Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Services and the 
afternoon will be capped by a 21 gun salute by the honor guard, the playing of Taps, and 
arrangements are pending for a bagpipe rendition of, “Amazing Grace”. By Russ Baldwin

asked if the turnover percentage of Prowers Medical Center was normal at about 13%, 
year-to-date.  COO Karen Bryant and Miller said that the loss of personnel has been 
consistent for a small community, rural oriented hospital with Miller stating that PMC 
is a couple of percentage points better than comparable hospitals.  A key position in the 
hospital was recently filled with the hiring of a Compliance Officer, who will report to 
the board of directors.  CEO Craig Loveless said that person’s duties will be to ensure that 
federal and state regulations for hospitals are being followed, as well as local hospital by-
laws and policies adopted by the board.  Loveless said his recruitment priority is on family 
practice and geriatric care, to the point that 2013 medical graduates will be approached 
for employment.  Several interviews have been conducted and he’ll inform the board of 
the results of those discussions. 

Loveless added that Prowers Medical Center is continuing to increase the number 
of specialty clinics for area patients following programs developed with Parkview and 
Memorial hospitals.  He said a recent agreement with Swedish Hospital for neurology 
and behavioral health will be a cost effective means of treating patients using telemedicine 
techniques.  

The financial report showed a net loss for July of $78,273, according to CFO, Audrey 
Kane.  The net operating loss was $87,520 and the month had been budgeted for a net 
profit of $93,915.  The board noted that the number of days of cash on hand has dropped 
for another month, now down to 80.  Loveless and QHR representative Miller said they 
are taking note of another month’s decrease, but there’s no need for any kind of alarm 
situation at this point.  Most hospitals prefer to maintain a monthly average of 100 days 
if possible. By Russ Baldwin

McGrath continued from front...
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Yard Sales
Garage Sale
511 Stewart Place, Lamar – Saturday, September 1 
from 7:00am to ?? – Lots of Miscellaneous

Yard Sale
1202 South 12th, Lamar – Friday, August 31 from 2:00 
to 6:00pm and Saturday, September 1 from 8:00am to 
12:00pm – Household & decorative items, old tools, an-
tiques, and numerous other misc. items

Garage Sale
905 Willow Valley, Lamar – Friday, August 31 and Sat-
urday, September 1 from 8:00am to 12:00pm – tons of 
baby gear, Chicco travel system with extra base, blankets, 
boy clothes sizes 0-18 months, toys

Multi-Family Yard Sale
1409 South 13th, Lamar - Friday, August 31 from 12:00 
to 5:00pm and Saturday, September 1 from 8:00am to 
12:00pm – 1999 Chevy Suburban $2500 – Kids clothes, 
lots of misc.

Estate Sale
508 East Olive, Lamar (U Store It – East Unit 15 D) 
- Saturday, September 1 from 8:00am to 12:00pm – Fur-
niture, antique desk, shelving units, daybed

Drought Assistance 
Available

Colorado NRCS has an 
EQIP Drought Assistance Pro-
gram Available for Rangeland 
Producers. 

Those affected by the D4 
drought and within 30 miles 
are eligible.

The program offers cost-
share to producers, who will 
defer their rangeland. The 
program is for a minimum of 
two years of cost-share with the 
possibility of an extension for 3 
years. Producer must have con-
trol of the land for 4 years.

If interested, please see your 
local Colorado NRCS office as 
soon as possible. Applications 
must be in by Friday, August 
31, 2012.

Holiday Closures
All City offices will be closed 

on Monday, September 3, 2012 
in observance of Labor Day. The 
Community Building will also 
be closed on Monday, September 
3, 2012. The Public Library will 
be open Saturday, September 1st 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 
will be closed Monday, Septem-
ber 3rd in observance of the holi-
day. All City offices will reopen 
on Tuesday, September 4, 2012.

Residential refuse collection 
scheduled for pick-up on Mon-
day, September 3rd will be col-
lected on Tuesday, September 
4th. Residential refuse collection 
scheduled for pickup on Tuesday, 
September 4th will be collected 
on Wednesday, September 5, 
2012. Please have containers in 
place by 6:00 a.m.

Commercial refuse collection 
regularly scheduled for pick-up on 
Saturday will have an additional 
collection on Monday, Septem-
ber 3rd. Commercial collection 
regularly scheduled for pickup 
on Monday will be collected on 
Tuesday, September 4th. Card-
board Route will be collected on 
Tuesday, September 4, 2012.

The City Landfill will be 
open on Saturday, September 1st 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., but 
will be closed Sunday, Septem-
ber 2nd and Monday, September 
3rd and will reopen on Tuesday, 
September 4th from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.

The Transfer Station area will 
be closed and is only open for 
the Free Weekends. The next free 
weekend will be on September 29 
and September 30, 2012.

All County Offices includ-
ing the Courthouse will be closed 
on Monday, September 3, 2012, 
in observance of Labor Day.

LEARN ABOUT
PHOTOSHOP!

Join the High Plains Photography 
Club and the Lamar Public Library  
to learn more about Photoshop.

There will be a tutorial on how 
to alter images in Photoshop Ele-
ments Editor 8

Come learn how to take out blem-
ishes, whiten teeth and remove 
unwanted elements!
 

 It’s Free!
 

When:
Tuesday, September 4, 2012 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
 

Where:
Lamar Public Library’s
Cultural Events Center

102 E. Parmenter
Lamar, CO 81052

719-336-4632

School Sports Schedule:
Lamar Community College:

Soccer:
Aug 31 LCC vs West Wyoming @ Goodland
Sept 2 LCC vs UCCS @ Colorado Springs
Volleyball:
Aug 29 LCC hosts Garden City @ 7pm

Area High Schools 
Football:
Aug 31 Wiley hosts Simla
 Lamar @ Burlington
 McClave @ C. Wells
Softball:
Sep 1 D. Huerta @ Lamar
Sep 4 La Junta @ Lamar
Volleyball:
Aug 30 Wiley @ Las Animas
 Holly @ Granada
 McClave @ C. Wells
Aug 31 Wiley hosts Simla
Sep 1 Las Animas @ Holly
 McClave @ Cripple Creek Tourney
Sep 4 Wiley hosts Lamar
Soccer:
Aug 30 Manitou @ Lamar
Sep 4 Lamar @ Wasson
Cross Country:
Aug 30 Lamar @ Rocky Ford
Aug 31 Lamar @ Norris Penrose
Golf:
Aug 29  Lamar @ Rye

School Activities: August 29-Sept 4
Wiley:
Sept 6 Wiley Child Find, 11:30-3/Pre-School
Sept 7 School will be held
Sept 10 Homecoming Week
McClave:
Sept 5 FFA Dist Officer Elections, 6pm, Lamar
Sept 7 School will be held
Holly:
Sept 5 FCW, 6pm
Sept 7 School will be held

Look for the Home Room insert in the next edition!



Law Enforcement 
Case#: 12L-08934 Officer: Pierce Date: Mon Aug 20 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the east side of Willow Creek Park on a report of criminal mischief. Officers found 
unknown subjects had ripped shingles off the roof of a building. Estimated damage is $300.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-08939 Officer: Pierce Date: Mon Aug 20 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 900 block of Bishop Street on a report of suspicious activity. Officers found the 
subjects were rebuilding the carport and no criminal activity was located.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2343 Overdose                       21:12:06 08/20/12 JE Weisenhorn   OHS
Deputies responded to the 9000 blk of Cnty HH.5 on a report of an overdose. The subject told Deputies 
he had taken more than his daily dose. Subject was taken to Prowers Medical Center and then later taken to 
Pueblo.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2347 Agency Assistance              02:35:27 08/21/12 JE Weisenhorn   OHS
Deputy J Weisenhorn assisted the Colorado State Patrol with a one vehicle rollover accident in the 29000 
blk of Cnty Rd 34. The driver was transported to PMC by private vehicle for injuries sustained in the crash. 
CSP handled the investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-08979 Officer: Pierce Date: Tue Aug 21 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the intersection of Main Street and Olive Street on a report of a two vehicle accident. 
Officers found vehicle one to have $1500.00 damage and vehicle two to have $1000.00 damage. Driver of 
vehicle one was cited and released.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-08980  Officer: T. Campbell  Date: 08/21/2012MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the 400 Blk. of E. Beech St. for a possible fire hazard. The party was 
contacted about the citizen’s concerns and is in the process of removing the possible hazard.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-08997 Officer: M. Harris  Date: Tue Aug 21, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 300 block of N Main St for a report of a knife being found near the sidewalk. Of-
ficers collected the knife and placed it into storage at the Police Department.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09006 Officer: J.C. Sherrill Date: Wed Aug 22 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of S. 11th St. on the report of a fight. The fight took place on private 
property and the subjects involved did not wish to press charges.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09013 Officer: C Miller Date: Wed Aug 22  2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1100 block of Parkview Ave on a report of two suspicious subjects.  Officer found 
two juveniles stretching.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09014 Sgt. Losa Date: Wed Aug 22 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer assisted Colorado State Patrol with an intoxicated person on the highway.  The subject was taken 
into custody and transported to Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09019 Officer: G. Ibarra Date: Wed Aug 22 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 blk of N 10th St. on a report of graffiti at the school. Officers were advised 
approximately $100.00 in damage. Anyone with information please call the police at 336-4341.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09027 Officer: Pierce Date: Wed Aug 22 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to 503 Division Street on a report of a cold burglary. Officers found jewelry, change, and 
an air conditioner were taken from the residence. The matter is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09031 Officer: Inman Date: Wed Aug 22 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 blk. of W. Olive St. for a report of a fight. The parties involved refused to 
pursue charges.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2386 PI Accident                    12:32:18 08/23/12 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy dispatched to the Emergency Room of Prowers Medical Center on a report of an ATV accident. 
Deputy found the incident occurred in the 37000 block of County Road 36. The injured female was flown 
out due to her injuries. No criminal activity was found.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09054 Officer: V. Dravecky Date: Thu Aug 23 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Archie Tobias Jr. (55) of Amarillo TX in the 700 Block of N. Main St in Lamar for speed-

ing. He was later arrested for driving under the influence of drugs and possession of marijuana.
——————————————————————————–

12P-2402 Wanted Person                  18:44:31 08/24/12 M Palacios      ACT
Deputy Palacios contacted Jason Leinweber in the 100 blk of E. Oak St.  Leinweber was arrest on a Prowers 
County warrant for Intimidating a witness or victim and violation of a protection order.  Leinweber is being 
held at the Prowers County Jail on a 20,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2405 Citizen Dispute                03:19:53 08/25/12 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputy Rodriguez and Posse Deputy Harris responded to the 100 block of Gordon St in Wiley for a report 
of a fight.  The subjects fighting are friends and refused to press charges on each other.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09125 Officer: T. Campbell Date: 08/25/2012MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the 400 Blk. of W. Olive for an animal problem. Upon arrival of-
ficer was informed that dogs had killed the reporting party’s cat. The descriptions of the dogs were taken and 
CEO is investigating the matter.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09109 Officer: Inman Date: Fri Aug 24 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 300 blk. of N. Main St. for a traffic complaint of an unlicensed driver. Officers 
located the vehicle parked on the roadway. The reporting party was unwilling to speak to officers.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09124    Officer: K Dewey    Date: Sun Aug 26, 2012MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the intersection of S Main St and Oak St for a hit and run accident. There was ap-
proximately $100.00 in damage to the traffic light. Officers were unable to locate the driver to the semi that 
struck the light.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09164  Officer: T. Campbell  Date: 08/26/2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the 500 Blk. of E. Parmenter for Lamar City Code violations. Upon 
arrival officer observed chickens at the property. Violation notification issued and a recheck scheduled.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09145 Officer: J. Inman Date: Sun Aug 26, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 blk of S. 11th St. for a report of a peacock on the roof of a house.  Officers 
were unable to capture the peacock.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09172  Officer: T. Campbell  Date: 08/26/2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the area of County Rd. EE.5 and Memorial Dr. for an Animal Prob-
lem. Upon arrival officer observed a Bison on the loose. Owner was contacted and the Bison was returned 
to the property.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09153 Officer: Inman Date: Sun Aug 26 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Yabier Barrientos for DUID in the 200 blk. of W. Olive St.   Barrientos is being held at the 
Prowers County Jail on a $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09163 Officer: R. Macias Date:  Sun Aug 26 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were dispatched to the 600 block of West Oak Street in regards to a possible theft.  Rp’s neighbor 
later advised the children were playing in his yard.  Rp did not want to pursue charges since nothing was 
missing.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-09171   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sun Aug 26, 2012  MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 blk of S 10th St for a harassment issue of one subject taking pictures of another. 
The subject was advised to stop taking pictures of the other.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12l-09173    Officer: R Macias    Date: Sun Aug 26, 2012  MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1700 blk of S 9th St for a 911 hang-up. The subject advised she injured herself while 
making lunch and was transported to PMC where she was treated for her injuries.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2416 Courthouse Security Incident   11:13:12 08/27/12 B Settles       OHS
Dep. Settles arrested Adam Groomer,31 of Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse on a warrant out of 
Prowers County Court for a Protection Order Violation. Groomer is being held on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2418 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 15:29:18 08/27/12 J Parker        ACT
Det. J. Parker responded to the 1300 blk of N. Main in Lamar on a report of someone entering a residence 
and destroying furniture.  Several items inside of the residence were damaged and a possible suspect was 
identified.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com



The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is less 
than two years old and making 
an impact in the county.  Make 
a business impact with your 
Classified Ad this week in The 
Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.

Help Wanted
Road & Bridge Opening
Prowers County Road & Bridge Department has one full-
time job opening.  Applicants must have a valid Colorado 
Commercial Driver’s License, must be willing to submit to 
a drug test and successfully complete a physical examination 
in order to demonstrate ability to perform the essential func-
tions of the position.  Applications and Job Description may 
be picked up and returned to the Prowers County Admin-
istration Office, 301 South Main Street, Suite 215, Lamar, 
CO 81052. Even if you have previously applied with Prow-
ers County Road & Bridge Department you will need to re-
apply for this.   Deadline to return applications will be 5:00 
p.m. on September 7, 2012. EOE

Emergency Services Communicator 
Under general supervision is responsible for receiving all 
calls to the Communications Center, analyzing the calls, 
and determining the appropriate need for response.  He/
she notifies law enforcement, fire, and/or ambulance per-
sonnel or requests for service and follows through on all 
responses.  Performs work that varies somewhat but is per-
formed within prescribed standards. Applications and job 
description are available at the Human Resources Office, 
City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO  81052-
3299.   Applications and testing will be continually accept-
ed and ongoing until position is filled.  Pre-employment 
testing is required.  Upon job offer the successful applicant 
will be required to have a physical examination, take a pre-
employment drug and alcohol test and provide a current 
motor vehicle record. EOE

Part time Male Drug Testing Technician
15th Judicial District Probation Department in Lamar. 
Contract position for monitoring drug tests of male pro-
bation clients.  No weekends, $35/hour, 10 hours/week.     
Requirements: Must be Male, Available to work noon hour 
and late afternoons, Have High School diploma and be able 
to obtain general liability insurance.      Application and job 
description available at the Probation Department,  Prow-
ers County Courthouse, 301 S. Main St.    Lamar, CO 
81052.    Application Deadline September 24, 2012.
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CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS

For Rent
2 bedroom apartment in a four-plex. 1312 South 8th in 
Lamar - Rent and Electric, Storage Shed and coin op W/D 
Call 719-688-3975

For Sale
Roland KC 550 bass, keyboard and amp - 180 watts, 15” 
woofer and tweeter.  $150.00.  Call 336-4676.
Alesis “Sumo” bass, keyboard and amp - 300 watts, 15” 
woofer and tweeter.  $150.00.  Call 336-4676.
Yamaha Acoustic Guitar 730FG, like new with new soft case.  
$150.00.  Call 336-4676.

Happy Anniversary
Jim & Charlene Hudson of Wiley, CO will celebrate 
their 60th wedding anniversary at the Lamar Senior 
Center, 407 E. Olive on Saturday,  August 25, 2012 
with a reception (light lunch) at 6:00 P.M. and a dance 
from 7:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. The Hudsons were mar-
ried August 21, 1952 in San Francisco, Calif. Their chil-
dren are Cathy Smotherman Erickson (Victor), Sheri 
Centner (Red), two grandsons, Thad Smotherman (Jen), 
Matt Centner (Adrienne), and three great grand children, 
Kaiya, Henley, and Jack.

Birthday Celebration!
The family of Marylin Idler is pleased to invite the com-
munity to celebrate Marylin’s upcoming 90th birthday. 
The open house will be held at the home of George and 
Nancy Idler at 2411 County Road HH West of Lamar, 
2-4pm on Sunday September 2, 2012. Please come and 
share stories and celebrate her 90 years!

Let’s celebrate L.D Austin’s 90th and 
Louise Austin’s 89th
The family of L.D. and Louise Austin are having a come 
and go double birthday bash plus wedding anniversary on 
September 1, 2012 from 2:00 to 4:00 at 704 S. 7th Street.  
Please  join us and share your stories with us. This special 
couple will be celebrating their anniversary of 72 years. 
Please no gifts, your presence is your gift.

Tailgate Party!
Be sure to attend the Lamar 
High School Sports Booster 
Club 2012 Tailgate Party.

Free Hamburgers and
Hot Dogs! 

Friday, September 21, 2012 at 
the East end of Savage Stadium 

from 5:00pm to 6:15pm
New officers for the Lamar High 
School Sports Booster Club are:
Christa Melgoza-President, Lynn 
Eberhardt-Co-President, Dan-
ielle Cook-Wilson-Vice Presi-
dent, Yvonne Westhoff-Co-Vice 
President, Alicia Crist-Treasurer, 
Cindy Bennett-Secretary

They meet the 2nd Monday of 
each month at the  Lamar Com-
munity Building at 5:30PM and 
their next meeting is Monday, 
September 10, 2012

Happy Anniversary
Charles and Carolyn Kelley of 

Lamar, CO will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary Sep-
tember 8 & 9 with their children 
in Estes Park, CO.

The Kelleys were married Sep-
tember 9, 1962 in Wichita, KS. 
Their children are Chris Waller 
(Kevin), the late Colleen Kelley, 
and Cathy Osban (Cory). They 
have one grandchild, Jordan 
Waller.

Advertise Your 
Yard Sale Today!

Hundreds of people will be read-
ing this insert when you advertise 
your weekend yard sale, garage or 
moving sale. Just $5 is a great in-
vestment to make your yardsale a 
success.  Deadline for entries is 5 
pm Tuesday evening.  Call Robin-
son Printing at 336-9095 or stop in 
at 210 South Main Street, Lamar.



Name: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

YOUR AD INFORMATION:
Title: ____________________________________________________________
Date/Time: _______________________________________________________
Description of items:________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Payment Method:    Check#___________           Other:___________
Card #___________________________________________  Expiration Date__________
Signature:_____________________________________________________________

Ads may be mailed or delivered to 210 South Main, Lamar CO
Ads must be at The Prowers Journal & paid for by Tuesday at noon for placement in that weeks edition. 

The Prowers Journal reserves the right to edit or refuse any ad. 

$5.00/Week To Place Your Yard Sale Ad,
Use This Convenient Form

(Please Print) TAKE ONE

Clip and Print! Get your yard sale promoted in Lamar, Wiley, McClave, Holly 
and Granada. It’s just $5.00! Fill it out and take it to Robinson Printing.
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Vandals Punch Out Tourism Sign
A wildlife information sign at the Lamar Welcome Center was vandalized about a week ago, 

according to Judy Douglass, Center director. 
The sign, erected at the Center in 2006, had a fist-sized hole punched through the middle, 

splitting the sign from top to bottom.  The information sign to the rear was undamaged. 
Douglass received $500 towards repairs from the Prowers Lodging Tax Panel and said she ex-

pects another $500 from the state to repair or replace the sign, set up by the state Historic Highways 
and Byways project.  Over the past six years, some rust has developed at the sign’s bottom support 
braces which will need some sanding and replacing.   

Lamar’s Welcome Center is one of several throughout the state, providing information about 
points of interest for its area of operation.  Visitor numbers have been off this year across all of 
Colorado, attributable in part to the cost of fuel, extreme heat conditions and a series of fires which 
received national attention in July and August. By Russ Baldwin

County Signs Temporary Health Coverage Agreement
with Bent County

Prowers County and Bent County Commissioners have agreed on an intergovernmental agree-
ment which will provide technical public health assistance for the Prowers County Pubic Health 
Department.  Prowers County Administrator, Jo Dorenkamp, is serving as the county’s interim 
Public Health and Environment Director in the absence of former director, Jackie Brown, who has 
accepted another position as of August 31.  Bent County will offer assistance, “as needed” for a 
period not to exceed 90 days under the IGA.   Both parties have agreed to the provisions of the IGA, 
and Bent County Commissioners will sign the document at their next meeting.  Prowers County 
Commissioner, Joe Marble, said he hopes that the county will find a permanent replacement for 
Brown within the next 30 days.  A come and go reception for Jackie Brown will be held at the 
County Annex between 4pm and 6pm on Thursday, August 30. 

Pat Palmer, Prowers Lodging Tax Panel President, asked the commissioners and county at-
torney, John Lefferdink for advice on how best to have the 1.9% motel taxes paid to the county 
directly and not to the Secretary of State’s office.  “Can a legislator sponsor a local tax at the state 
level to correct this problem for us?” Palmer asked.  Panel members have long been vexed by the lack 
of information accompanying the state’s tax payment back to the county.  “We don’t know what 
month or even what year the payment is for when it’s returned to us!” said Palmer.  “Sometimes we 
get a check for $7 and sometimes for $12,000,” he added, in explaining the situation to the com-
missioners.  Palmer said it would help the Panel if the county could handle the motel tax the same 
way the city clerk handles the direct payments to that office.  Because Lamar is a home rule city, 
it can handle its own tax payments, but that’s not the case for the county.  Commissioner Henry 
Schnabel suggested other counties be contacted to see if they can operate under a home rule classi-
fication.  Lefferdink said Palmer should contact State Senator Grey Brophy who represents our area, 
to see what kind of leeway could be provided from the State Department of Revenue.   On a similar 
matter of paid and unpaid taxes, the commissioners had discussed hiring an auditor to review the 
county sales tax at the state level to see if there are missing payments from any variety of businesses.  
Which motel is making payments and how much is kept private as a business matter and only the 
county clerk has access to that information which cannot be divulged.  Palmer said that one new 
motel in Lamar had been making their tax payments to the Pueblo Economic Development Corpo-
ration and not Prowers County until that situation was corrected.  That’s why he wants the Lodging 
Panel to have access to a better system of record keeping on sales tax payments.  

The county road and bridge department accepted two bids for used pickup trucks.  A 2007 
model was sold to the high bidder at $6,276 and the 1989 pickup went for $1,526.  Because of 
tightened budget, the county replaces vehicles on a one to one basis.  When one goes, it opens the 
door for a replacement purchase.

In other action the commissioners approved the filing of the State Abstract regarding this 
year’s Prowers County Property Tax Values.  A slight decrease was noted from this year to 
2011.   The commissioners also approved a letter written of behalf of the City of Lamar for 
the city’s application for a GOCO grant to complete the final two ball fields at the city’s sports 
complex. By Russ Baldwin

Lodging Panel Funds October MMA, Sets 2013 Budget
The Prowers Lodging Tax Panel voted to approve half the funding request for a MMA, Mixed 

Martial Arts Event in Lamar to coincide with the annual Oktoberfest celebration on October 6.  Local 
resident, Arnulfo Ortega, who helped coordinate the first MMA event held in Lamar, said he and a 
new promoter, Gabriel Charboneau from Pueblo are working to set up the third such event in town 
for October.  Ortega had requested $5,000 for marketing and advertisement funds and the panel de-
cided to fund $2,500 towards the project.  Their decision for half the funding was based in part that 
there had been no information on the number of motel rooms rented from the last event, although 
Ortega was not connected to the second MMA held in Lamar last year.  Ortega said seven athletes 
from the Lamar area should be taking part this year, with participants expected from Colorado and 
surrounding states.  The Lamar Community Building was filled to capacity for the first event.  A series 
of date changes was partly responsible for a decline in attendance for the second. 

Lodging Panel members decided that with little change in the scope of events that they funded 
last year to the present, they adopted and approved the same budget as in 2012, for an operating 
budget of $46,908. 

Last month’s meeting focused on a contingency fund that was recommended for the panel.  The 
fund would be used for any unanticipated events in a given year.   Panel members have a general idea 
of the dollar amount and number of repeat annual events that request funding.  The contingency fund 
would be used to supplement additional or new events.  County Commissioner, Joe Marble said the 
commissioners discussed the suggestion, leaving the amount up to the panel.  County Auditor, Ron-
nie Farmer recommended $40,000, but panel members said that amounted to about half their annual 
budget.  It was decided that that figure could be a goal which would be achieved over several years as 
set-asides into a reserve fund, holding back around $15,000 a year.

 Board members discussed advertising the county activities in Colorado Country Life magazine.  
A series of advertisements would be placed in the publication spanning a year and the cost of the ads 
will be priced out before the panel makes a decision.  Judy Douglass, board member and director of 
the Lamar Welcome Center said it would take about $1,000 to repair a Welcome Center Sign that 
had been vandalized and split down the middle, top to bottom.  The panel authorized $500 for repairs 
and the state is expected to match that amount.    Discussion also focused on the on-going problem 
of determining how the state decides to send Lodging Panel checks to the county based on the 2% 
motel room user tax.  Checks are issued, but range between $0.73 to $12,000 with no set schedule or 
explanation to the quarter-annual billing process.  Board President, Pat Palmer, asked if state legisla-
tion would be possible to keep the funds in the county without having to pass through the state.  The 
next panel meeting is set for Tuesday, September 18. By Russ Baldwin



The Buzzards Roost

101 North Main - 719-336-7415

August 29, 2012

The Buzzards Roost in Lamar has been owned and operated 
for seven years this coming December by Jay D. Gruber and with 
help from Karen.  The manager of the business is Linda Wood-
dell as well as daytime bartender, who has been in that same build-
ing for twenty-eight years.  It was formally known as Pat Sue Bar.  
Linda is very well known for her homemade Bloody Marys.  She 
is the oldest known bartender in this area.  Her husband, Richard, 
helps her and us with a lot of things around the bar.  We have a 
wonderful staff of three bartenders:  Jenna Delarosa, Gina Qualls 
and John Hernandez, always ready to get in and help with what-
ever we might have going on.  We are very thankful to have such 
wonderful help.

 
There has been a lot of remodeling done over the years, in-

cluding new flooring, walls, paint and all new restrooms.  When 
remodeling the restrooms, we tiled and made mosaic’s to put on 
the wall in the men’s room, and we will soon be doing that in 
the women’s restroom.  The past two years we added a kitchen.  
We make our own homemade pizzas, calzones, wings, sub sand-
wiches and more.  Jay worked at Pizza Hut when he was in high 
school and afterwards before entering the construction business.  
He’s familiar with cooking a pizza and has always wanted to have 
his own place to make pizzas.  We will make them for you to either 
dine in or to go.

 
I have a love for music and that was one reason why I wanted 

to purchase the bar, so people could come out and enjoy live mu-
sic and have a clean, comfortable place to be able to go to.   I have 

my own band, “JUDI” with Cody Cline, Brandon Grogan and 
myself.  We offer live music every other weekend or a live DJ.  
There are other bands that play if we are not in and they usually 
come from out of town to perform.

 
In 2010 KDM Productions, LLC filmed a video at The Buz-

zards Roost and Wiley called “Pour Me” by Kevin Mauch of  
Wiley.  You can watch it on our facebook at Buzzards Roost.  
We have two pool tables and several flat screen TV’s for all your 
sports events.

 
This past June we had our first Country Jam and we have 

produced Road Jam for the past six years.  We have bands come 
in from all over to perform for this event.  With permission from 
the city, we block off the street, put up a stage, bring out picnic 
tables, canopies and have a street dance.  People look forward 
to it every year, coming in from Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and 
Colorado.  We have had and welcome birthday parties, family 
and class reunions and all types of get-togethers.  We enjoy see-
ing people that have been here on their regular trips through 
Lamar.

 
Our hours are from 10am to 2am Monday through Friday 

and 8am to 2am Saturday and Sunday.  Call The Buzzards Roost 
at 719-336-7415.



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 7am til Noon
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

E j O E B !! O f 7 il N

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing
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Sirens for Wiley and Hartman
Communities Installed 

Siren warning systems are starting to go hi-tech around portions 
of Prowers County.  Sirens were recently installed in Wiley and Hart-
man which can be radio or wireless activated using a new transmitter 
purchased with funding from Homeland Security.  According to Prow-
ers Rural Fire Chief, Staffon Warn, the sirens can be activated using 
a mounted vehicle radio or hand-held radio anywhere from within 
Prowers County.  Similar sirens were installed two years ago in Bristol 
and Granada, and upgrades are planned for Kornman and the Alta 
Vista School area, as well as South Memorial Drive, near the VFW 
building in Lamar. 

Lamar has had seven sirens to sound weather alert and emergency 
events.  They will be retrofitted with the wireless activation devices and 
added onto the county-wide system, according to Warn.  The sirens are 
also backed up with a system that allows each agency to activate each 
other’s sirens in the event of unanticipated circumstances, but most 
generally, the communications center will activate the system.  One 
siren can be activated in a specific community or they may be grouped 
to the east end of Prowers County for Granada, Bristol and Hartman, 
or the west end for Lamar, Wiley, Kornman and Alta Vista.  Local gov-
ernments can activate the sirens when they see fit.   

Other notification systems in the county include the NOAA weath-
er radio alerts and the newer Code Red communications system that 
provides direct call alerts to those who signed up for the information.  
Once completed, the equipment for the county-wide system will cost 
$110,000. 

As an on-going practice, the sirens in Lamar have sounded for one 
minute test at noon on the first Monday of each month, and the newly 
installed sirens will also be activated.  In the event of an actual emer-
gency, the sirens will provide a steady warning tone for three minutes.  
At that time, residents should access radio or television for important 
information. By Russ Baldwin

$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

Offer not valid with any other offer. One coupon per 
customer per visit. Offer expires 12/31/2012

$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

Savage Stadium Gets Ready for New Season
L. E. Renner Sports Surfaces has been busy the past few days, tak-

ing advantage of the sunny skies and low winds, putting a new surface 
to the track at Savage Stadium in Lamar.  The entire fence surround-
ing the stadium and track and football fields has been lined to keep 
down any stray paint and minimize paint fumes from drifting into the 
neighborhoods. 

RE-2 School Superintendent, Dave Tecklenburg, said this was the 
same company that had initially installed the original surface years ago, 
and was the low bidder for the project this year.  Staffon Warn, RE-2 
Maintenance Manager said a resurfacing project is done about every 6 
to 8 years. 

He added, “They have already power washed down the track and 
filled in some low spots, smoothing it out all around the field.”  Warn 
added, “The crew has applied a liner coating and after that, they’ll 
apply a new textured surface, the familiar paint is sprayed on and we 
should be good to go in a couple of days.” 

Tecklenburg said the company was delayed from their original 
contract date, but the stadium and the field will be ready for the Sav-
ages first home game when they host Centauri on September 7.  The 
JV football team hosts Burlington on September 1 at 11am.  By Russ 
Baldwin


