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Marty Falconburg
Loveless Confirmed as New PMC CEO, Board Cancels 

Contract with Billing Firm
Unhappy with its general customer service performance, Prowers Medical Center ended 

the agreement with the current billing agency and opted for one which will be able to provide 
more localized service, as well as itemized statements.  Board members agreed with CEO Craig 
Loveless, stating during the monthly board meeting, Wednesday, July 25, that in order to pro-
vide quality service to PMC customers, they need the assurance that all their needs are being 
met, especially on a financial level.  He stated that, “There is no need whatsoever for a patient 
to be mailed a bill one day, and have a call for collections from the billing agency the very next 
day.”  Board member Ron Farmer agreed, stating that he is in the process of correcting a mix-up 
of incorrect billing from the current firm.  Loveless said the change to the new provider should 
be accomplished by late September or early October. 

Aside from a contract signature, Craig Loveless has been hired as the permanent Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of Prowers Medical Center.  Last month, the board stated that an offer had been 
made to Loveless, who had been the interim CEO since James Fairchild’s departure in May. 

Board chairman, Candy Ruedeman, announced some changes as to how board meetings 
will be conducted in the future.  Executive sessions will close the monthly board meetings 
instead of open them.  In a move to streamline the meetings, a work session will be held the 
evening prior to the monthly meeting and one will be scheduled an hour prior to the regular 
meeting on the fourth Wednesday of the month. 

Hospital attorney, John Lefferdink told the board he and CEO Loveless had reviewed the 
board’s by-laws and reviewed with them, some of the recommended changes.  A similar review 
of medical by-laws was conducted with Dr. Barry Portner, Chief of Staff.   Lefferdink said he 
would provide a final draft for review to the board for their August meeting.  Lefferdink recom-
mended the board approve a standard lease for oil and gas drilling on hospital property with 
Land Energy, Inc., which has been active in buying up leases throughout Southeast Colorado.  
The hospital will receive a signing bonus of $1,900 and will be entitled to royalties from any 
well development.  The hospital has 153 acres of land north of Lamar and 19 of those acres are 
being leased.  The hospital has no surface rights, but Lefferdink said he’d explore any mineral 
rights the hospital may have accrued over the years. 

Prowers Medical Center and High Plains Community Health Center entered into an agree-
ment to provide prenatal services to expectant mothers.  The provisions were developed by Dr. 
Barry Portner from PMC and Jay Brooke, executive director of HPCHC.  Barring any high risk 
health developments to mother and fetus, High Plains will oversee medical care for patients up 
to the 32nd week of term, at which point, the hospital will provide medical care.  The patients 
will be charged comparable prices between the two providers.  Patients benefit with continued 
medical care through all phases of maternity as well as having that care provided locally. 

Steven Givans, a LPN at Prowers Medical Center, is the first person to receive financial aid 
from the hospital under regulations revised by the board for providing educational financial 
assistance.  The board approved a five-year employment contract for Givans, who will receive 
training to attain a Masters Degree to become a Family Nurse Practitioner.  The 2.5 year course is 
mostly online, but requires local training as well.  Under the new guidelines, any recipient must 
maintain a 3.0 GPA, and tuition payments are now made directly to the education provider.   

Several focus sessions were held with community members and hospital employees by 
QHR representatives.  Prowers Medical Center is managed in part by Quorum Health Re-
sources and the sessions were part of process to develop a Strategic Plan for the hospital, identi-
fying strengths and weaknesses and helping define goals which meet community health needs.  
A preliminary report will be outlined at the August board meeting along with a discussion of the 
impact the Affordable Care Act will have on the hospital and patients.  The next board meeting 
will be held August 22. By Russ Baldwin
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PCDI Board Discusses Utility Rate Impact on
Business Growth in County

PCDI board members discussed what effect local utility rates have on potential economic 
growth and business development in Prowers County during their monthly board meeting, 
Tuesday, July 31.  Lawrence Brase said he had asked Prowers County Development Incorpo-
rated Executive Director, Lisa Nolder, to explore the economic impact JBS, Five Rivers feedlot 
has on the community.  JBS representatives had requested a rate break from the Lamar Utility 
Board during its March 27 meeting, citing high rates compared to what other, similar sized 
feedlots in its operation are charged by other electric suppliers. 

Board members discussed how the Light Plant rates, high in comparison to other utility 
providers in Colorado, are a key factor in whether a business will locate in Prowers County.  
Nolder said that some regional businesses have left Southeast Colorado for a lower rate struc-
ture elsewhere.  She said she’s spoken with five other, large-scale, local businesses who would 
like to see some form of consideration on their utility rate structure.  One local contractor 
recently laid off some employees, not because of lost contracts, but because their job orders 
could be done with less overhead at one of their other factories.  PCDI board members are 
concerned that any new business, given a choice between the utility rates in Lamar and another 
community, would locate to where the costs are less expensive.  Nolder stated, “If they feel our 
rates are too expensive to locate to Prowers County, we can go right off their radar.” 

Utility Board members have stated that they don’t have much leeway to reduce rates as 
they’re paying parent company ARPA for purchased power, about the same as their charging 
Light Plant customers.  One LUB member stated in March that if rate reductions are given to 
one customer, everyone will be asking for the same consideration, which isn’t possible.  Brase 
stated that JBS is sitting on a $10.5 million expansion project which will benefit the tax struc-
ture of the community.  He added that even if the feedlot company uses their own generators 
to produce their power, it will still have a local economic impact.  Nolder said she should have 
the JBS financial impact report ready by the August board meeting, and will inquire about 
beginning a dialogue with Lamar Light and Power, ARPA and local businesses to explore any 
form of rate structure relief.  

Four drilling applications have been filed with the regional representative of the Colorado 
Oil and Gas Commission, but Nolder’s monthly executive director update indicated that no 
active permits are currently pending in the county.  Officials are expecting to see some progress 
made in the next two months.  Kiowa and Bent Counties have received the bulk of the drilling 
applications to date.  A business prospect is going to view the Washington Street warehouse 
and offices next week.  Nolder made contact with an interested business in early July during 
the annual AWEA convention in Georgia.  She told the board the property has been shown 
several times this summer and a local couple is also interested in the property.  A regional hear-
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Obituaries
Joyce I. Grice - September 14, 1938 – July 31, 2012 - A Celebration of Life for longtime 
Lamar resident, Joyce I. Grice will be held at 2:00 PM, Friday, August 3, 2012 at the Lamar 
First Baptist Church with Reverend Dave Davis officiating. Interment will follow at Fair-
mount Cemetery in the Veteran’s Section.  Per Joyce’s request there will be no public viewing.  
For online condolences, please visit the website at: www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, August 2 - 6:00 pm Free Ice Cream Social & Free Swim @ Willow Creek 
Park (by the swimming pool)
Friday, August 3 - Midwest Plains, 14 & Under Regional Baseball Tournament • 
Prowers County Historical Society Meeting
August 4-12 - Sand and Sage Fair & Rodeo
Saturday, August 4 - 7:00 pm Senior Center Dance @ Lamar Senior Center with Bob Sturges
Monday, August 6 - Voces Unidas Meeting  @ Eagles Lodge • 6:00 pm Lamar School 
Board Work Session • 7:00 pm Acoustic Duo Bettman & Halpin at the Lamar Public 
Library @ Lamar Public Library, Cultural Events Center 
Tuesday, August 7 - 11:00 am Lamar School Registration @ Lamar Community Build-
ing • 2:00 pm SEMHS Ribbon Cutting Ceremony @ Southeast Mental Health Services • 
5:00 pm Family Night at the Sand & Sage Fair @ Prowers County Fairgrounds
Wednesday, August 8 - Kid’s Day at the Sand & Sage Fair @ Prowers County Fair-
grounds • Wiley School Board Meeting • 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Lamar School Registra-
tion @ Lamar Community Building • CO Atty General, John Suthers, SOS Center, 
11:30 on Scam Alerts • Granada City Council, 6:30pm

Record Heat Continues in S.E. Colorado
Precipitation across Colorado has been tempered by high temperatures and evapotrans-

piration (ET) rates that are at or above reference high levels for many areas of the state.  High 
ET rates are a contributing factor in crop loss and poor range lands seen across Colorado.  
Municipalities are reporting increased demand and decreasing storage volumes, yet reservoir 
storage remains well above 2002 levels.  Municipalities have implemented both voluntary 
and mandatory restrictions. 

Indicators reported by the Colorado Division of Water Resources, the CWCB and State 
Department of Natural Resources show: 

Reservoir storage is at 78% statewide with the lowest storage in the state is in the Rio 
Grande River basin at 47% of average. 

Monsoonal rains have dropped as much as 200% or more of average in July for many 
mountain and foothill areas. 

ENSO conditions appear to be transitioning to El Nino this summer.  El Nino condi-
tions would favor above average moisture for Colorado in the fall. 

As of the July 22, 2012 US Drought Monitor, 100% of Colorado is experiencing some 
level of drought classification.  D2 and D3 levels predominate over 70% of the state.  1.77% 
of the state is experiencing exceptional drought on the eastern plains. 

62 of 64 Counties in the state have received primary secretarial disaster designations for 
crop loss, while the remaining two are eligible as contiguous counties. 

Failed and prevented crops are reported as are irrigation abandonments.  As of July 7, 
2012, nearly 49,000 acres of crops have been reported failed, most of which is wheat; while 
nearly 98,000 acres have been reported as prevented, most of which is corn. 

The Modified Palmer Drought Severity Index indicates that much of Colorado is -3 or drier.  
Anything below -3 is considered severe drought, while -4 or less is classified as extreme drought. 

The National Weather Service reports as of July 27, 2012 the US Drought Monitor 
has expanded D4 conditions to include all of Crowley County, western Kiowa County, 
Northern Otero and Bent Counties and extreme eastern Pueblo County.  Northern Prowers 
County and southern Baca County is rated at D3. 

The latest USDA Colorado Crop Report indicates 87% of top soil moisture across the 
state as being short or very short, compared to 81% last week.  Only 38% of top soil was 
reported as short or very short at this same time last year.  As for subsoil moisture, 90% was 
being reported as short or very short, compared to 87% last week and 37% this time last 
year.  CPS and VIC soil moisture calculations continue to indicate much drier than normal 
conditions across most of south central and southeast Colorado, with the worst conditions 
remaining across portions of western and south central Colorado. 

Colorado Springs, Alamosa and Pueblo continue to set record high temperatures for a 
prolonged duration in June and portions of July, tying or breaking previous records of high 
temperatures or length of high temperature recordings.

Streamflow remained well below average across the Arkansas and Upper Rio Grande ba-
sins at the end of June.  Overall reservoir storage levels were also running below average.  At 
the end of June, combined storage levels in the Arkansas basin were around 64% of average.
Inches of Precipitation Received in S.E. Colorado for July 2012, compared to July 2011
                                      July 2011                            July 2012
Eads   2.56   2.21
Haswell   2.74   0.76
J. M. Dam  0.82   1.18
La Junta   1.07   0.88
Holly   2.14   0.35
Lamar   2.92   0.32
Las Animas  0.97   0.00
Campo   1.32   2.08
Trinidad   1.44   0.36
Springfield  0.88   0.65
Walsenburg  0.87   1.12
Walsh   1.42   1.61     
By Russ Baldwin 

Fireworks; Hot & Cold
Lamar / Prowers County Volunteer Fire Department would like to announce that the 

fireworks show that was postponed on the 4th of July will be presented in two parts.
The first part of the show will be presented after the Sand and Sage Round-Up Kick-Off 

Concert on Sunday August the 5th.  Approximate time of the show will be 10pm. Tickets 
for the concert may be purchased from July 30th – August 3rd at the Lamar Senior Center 
or may be purchased at the gate.

The second half of the show will be presented on New Year’s Eve this year. 
Editor’s Note - Specific details as to where or when the New Year’s Eve display will take 

place have not been released at this time.

ing aid center has also show interest in expanding to Prowers County. 
Nolder, who is the secretary for SEBREA, headquartered in La Junta, said the six-

county, southeast Colorado business development group is considering forming a regional 
Economic Development District by following specific state guidelines.  Once established, 
SEBREA could qualify for loan funds for the region, separate from the SCEDD group, a 
12 county organization.  Nolder said the general feeling is the six county operation would 
provide more local economic representation for Southeast Colorado. 

Southeast Colorado is still experiencing job loss.  Nolder’s report to the board included 
the recent job loss for over 100 persons at the Colorado Boys Ranch, as well as earlier lost 
Ft. Lyon Prison jobs.  She said there were close to 60 private prison jobs eliminated this past 
spring at the facilities in Bent and Crowley counties.  Nolder said this past year, there have 
been approximately 350 jobs eliminated in Southeast Colorado, not including the recent 
mining layoffs in Trinidad. By Russ Baldwin

PCDI Board continued from front page...



Advertise Your Yard Sale Today!
Hundreds of people will be reading this insert when you 
advertise your weekend yardsale, garage or moving sale 
in The Prowers Journal. Just $5 is a great investment to 
make your yardsale a success.  Deadline for entries is 5 
pm Tuesday evening.  Call Robinson Printing at 336-
9095 or stop in at 210 South Main Street, Lamar.

Yard Sale Directory - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.
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Yard Sales
Yard Sale
521 Willow Valley, Lamar - Friday, August 3 from 
8:00am to 2:00pm and Saturday, August 4 from 7:00am 
to Noon – Very large yard sale, a lot of everything
Yard Sale
101 Woodland Lane, Lamar - Saturday, August 4 from 
7:00am to 12:00pm – All kinds of treasures – Collect-
ibles, angels, Christmas and more
Yard Sale
2 Forrest, Lamar - Thursday, August 2 from 2:00pm to 
7:00pm and Friday, August 3 from 8:00am to noon – 50 
years of stuff – tools, furniture, kitchen, items, misc. – 
The house is also for sale.
Yard Sale
7 Scott Place, Lamar – Saturday, August 4 from 8:00am 
to ??? – Lots of misc. –  clothing for all ages.
Storage Unit Sale
Eads Mini Storage Unit #18, Eads – Friday, August 
3 at 11:00am – contents of #18 to the highest offer – 
336-5082.
Yard Sale
411 Chadwick Way, Lamar – Saturday, August 4 from 
7:00am to Noon – Boys & Girls clothes
Garage Sale
1706 South 7th Street, Lamar –  August 3 & 4 (Friday 
and Saturday) from 7:00am to ?? - Exercise bike, clothes, 
household, all kinds of stuff.
Yard Sale
1105 South 11th, Lamar – Saturday, August 4 and Fri-
day, August 10 – Good place to start your back to school 
shopping – Great girls clothes, shoes & backpacks – 
some new with tags, Women’s plus size clothes & misc. 
items. Don’t Miss This One!!

LHS Band Camp
The LHS Band Camp will 
begin on Monday, August 6 
and will run through Thurs-
day, August 9. Practice will 
start at 9:00 and will last until 
noon. Please contact Mr. Seay 
at 688-3746 if you have any 
questions.

Noteables Rehearsing
LHS Noteables will start re-
hearsing on Monday, August 
6 at 1:00 and will continue 
through Thursday, August 9. 
Rehearsals will run from 1:00 
to 4:00 in the afternoon. All 
practices will be held in the 
music room. Please contact 
Mr. Seay at 688-3746 if  you 
have any questions.

Yard Sale
1503 South 9th Street, Lamar – Saturday, August 4 
from 8:00am to Noon – Assortment of items, kitchen 
stuff, clothing
Yard Sale
904 West Park Street, Lamar – Saturday, August 4 from 
8:00am to ?? – Exercise equipment, household items and 
much more.
Yard Sale
1001 South 14th, Lamar – Saturday, August 4 from 
7:00am to ?? – Something for everyone! Washer and 
Dryer, TV’s. lots of misc.
Yard Sale
1209 South 12th Street, Lamar – Friday, August 3 from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm & Saturday, August 4 from 7:00am 
to 11:00am – Plus size clothing, glassware, metal and 
wood picture frames, weed wackers, other tools, baby 
items and many more things!

HEALTH NAVIGATORS
Offering competitive wages and im-
pressive benefits, Southeast Mental 
Health Services is a nationally-recog-
nized agency providing community-
based behavioral health care.  Associ-
ated with a newly created program in 
Prowers County, HEALTH NAVIGA-
TORS will coordinate care and provide 
information—tailored to the needs of 
each patient—while providing moti-
vation and support.  The purpose of 
the Navigation program is to increase 
patients’ access to primary/behavioral 
health care, preventative care, and early 
intervention services, while offering 
team-based education and coaching 
with an emphasis on overall health. 
This is a full-time benefit-eligible po-
sition with a starting annualized salary 
of $30,000.  Navigators will receive a 
scholarship to attend a local certifica-
tion program. Car-pooling from the La 
Junta office may be available. Require-
ments: Bachelor’s degree or RN; valid 
driver’s license; acceptable driving re-
cord/background check/drug test; and 
strong interpersonal skills.  Please apply 
online at www.semhs.org.  EOE

Cargo Van up for Bid
SOUTHEASTERN BOCES 
has up for bid a 2000 Chevy As-
tro cargo van.  The van only has 
67,300 miles and can be seen at 
703 South 3rd Street, Lamar, CO.  
Sealed bids need to be turned in 
to Janet Harmon by 4:00 p.m. on 
August 9th, 2012. WE RESERVE 
THE RIGHT TO ACCEPT OR 
REJECT ALL BIDS.

Lamar Re-2 School 
District Registration 

for 2012-2013 
The district will be holding regis-
tration for all schools (MHDC Pre-
school, Parkview Elementary, Wash-
ington Elementary, Lamar Middle 
School, and Lamar High School and 
Alta Vista Charter School) at the 
Community Building from 11:00 
a.m.-7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Au-
gust 7th and from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, August 8th (for 
more information you can call 336-
3251, 7:30 a.m. - 4:45 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and Friday 7:30 
a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) 
New Students: Please bring Birth Cer-
tificate and immunization records.
Other important information:
First day of school – August 16th  
Elementary Screening/Assessment 
days – August 16th and 17th 
First day of school for MHDC – Au-
gust 22nd

Volunteers are needed.  If you are 
able to help out, especially with trans-
lating, please call the Administration 
Office at 336-3251.

LPD Found Property
The Lamar Police Department receives found prop-
erty that includes cell phone, keys, driver’s licenses 
and numerous other items. These items are kept for 
6 months in an attempt to locate the owners. We 
encourage persons with lost property to contact the 
police department Monday through Friday from 
8am to 3pm at 336-4341.

Notice
Residents of Lamar and Prow-
ers County - The City of Lamar 
is notifying all residents that the 
City has received a letter from 
HomeServe, which is a water 
service line coverage company.  
HomeServe will be mailing a 
solicitation to residents in our 
community.  HomeServe is not 
affiliated with the City of Lamar 
and the City of Lamar does not 
endorse this company.



Law Enforcement 
Case#: 12L-07776 Officer: Pierce Date: Mon Jul 23 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers arrested Kayla Howell in the 800 blk. of S. 13th St. on an active felony warrant. Kayla is being held at 
the Prowers County Jail on a $5,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07974  Officer: Kenny Davis  Date: 07/28/2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to 407 E Elm St. concerning a wasp problem at the residence. Wasp spray 
was used to dispose of the wasp.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07976  Officer: Kenny Davis  Date: 07/28/2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Code enforcement officer responded to the 1800 Block of S 9th St . concerning a welfare check on a cat. Officer 
was advised the cat was seventeen years old and at the present time the owner did not desire to have the cat put 
down.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07979 Officer: Inman Date: Sat Jul 28 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 blk. of Willow Valley for a report of criminal mischief. The estimated property 
damage is $120.00. 

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07980 Officer: Inman Date: Sat Jul 28 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 600 blk. of Willow Valley for a report of criminal mischief. The estimated property 
damage is $20.00. 

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07981 Officer: M. Harris Date: Sat Jul 28, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 800 block of Willow Valley for a report of stolen bicycles. Officers contacted the bicycle 
owner and received a description of the stolen property. This matter is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07994 Sgt. Losa Date: Sun Jul 29 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 500 block E. Parmenter St. on a report of a possible disturbance.  The officer was 
informed her intoxicated roommate was being loud and was now asleep for the night.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07778  Officer: Pierce  Date: Mon Jul 23 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1600 block of South 11th Street on a cold burglary. Officers found medication, credit 
cards, and a drivers license had been taken from inside a residence.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07782  Officer: Pierce  Date: Mon Jul 23 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block of South 9th Street on a report of a possible abduction. Officers found an 
adult female was being held in a vehicle against her will. Officers forwarded the information to surrounding 
areas.

——————————————————————————– 
12P-2087 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 20:16:10 07/24/12 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputy Rodriguez responded to the area of Cnty Rd 9 and Cnty Rd HH on a report of a suspicious wire across 
the roadway.  The item was baler twine.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2089 Disturbance                    21:07:30 07/24/12 R Rodriguez     CAA
Deputy Rodriguez responded to the 6000 blk of Rodeo Dr for an out of control subject.  Anthony Cote, 24 of 
Lamar, was arrested for 3rd Degree Assault.  Cote is being held on a $1500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2090 Theft                          01:02:12 07/25/12 R Rodriguez     CAA
Deputy Rodriguez responded to Walmart on a report of a female stealing beer.  Mariah Caldwell, 18 of Lamar, 
was arrested for Theft and MIP.  Caldwell is being held on a $750 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07821      Officer: T Cope      Date: Wed Jul 25 2012MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1200 block of S. Main St. for a suspicious person.  Officers contacted the male party 
and advised he was eating his sandwich.  Subject stated he would leave.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07972  Officer: Kenny Davis  Date: 07/28/2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to the 400 Block of S. 5th St . concerning City code LMC#7-2-20 Posting 
handbills, posters and placards prohibited. The yard sale signs were removed for City poles.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2093 Wanted Person                  16:03:02 07/25/12 T Weisenhorn    OHS
Detective T Weisenhorn arrested Vanessa Balderrama in Willow Creek Park.  Balderrama was arrested on two 
Prowers County Court warrants. A failure to comply with a $500.00 bond and a failure to pay with a $329.00 
cash only bond.  Balderrama is being held at the Prowers County Jail.

12P-2099 Agency Assistance              02:40:52 07/26/12 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy Stone and Deputy Rodriguez assisted the Lamar Police Department in looking for a suspect who was break-
ing into cars in the 400 block of E. College Rd.  LPD has a possible suspect and is handling the investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07835 Officer: C Miller Date: Wed Jul 25 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 100 block of South Main St. on a subject loitering in the alley.  Officer contacted the 
subject and advised him not to bother people.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07859 Officer: Inman Date: Wed Jul 25 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Kenneth Courkamp for driving under the influence of drugs. Kenneth is being held in at the 
Prowers County Jail on a $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07871 Officer: T Cope     Date: Thu Jul 26 2012MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Casey Gehrer, 32 of Lamar, for Domestic Violence and Harassment.  Casey is held at Prowers 
County Jail on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07873 Sgt. Losa Date: Thu Jul 26 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block College Road on a report of a suspicious male attempting to open vehicles.  
This is an on going case under investigations.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07894  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Thu Jul 26, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Gustavo Hernandez of Lamar at his residence.  Hernandez was found and confirmed to have 
an active felony warrant. Gustavo was taken into custody without incident and transported to Prowers County 
Jail where he is being held on $16,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-07911 Sgt. Losa Date:Fri Jul 27 06:16:54 MDT 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of E. Parmenter St, on a report of a possible DUI driver.  Officers later arrested 
Celestina Sandoval 35 of Lamar, for DUI.  Celestina Sandoval is held at PCJ on a $10,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2125 Fire                           00:31:46 07/28/12 JE Weisenhorn   OHS
Deputies responded to the 8000 blk of Hwy 50 for a semi truck on fire. The vehicle was parked on private 
property and unoccupied at the time. Prowers County Rural fire responded to extinguish the fire the vehicle was 
a total loss.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2128 DUI                            02:33:59 07/28/12 JE Weisenhorn   CAA
Deputy J Weisenhorn arrested Jimmy Gallardo in the 7000 blk of Hwy 50 for driving under restraint and DUI. 
Gallardo is being held on $1000.00 Bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2132 DUI                            17:38:14 07/28/12 J Parker        CAA
Det. J. Parker contacted a vehicle in the 26000 blk of Hwy 287 for speeding and failing to maintain a single lane.  
Gregorio Bautista-Aguado of Oklahoma was arrested for DUI persistent, Speeding 77 mph in a 65 mph zone, 
Weaving and Poss. of open container in vehicle.  Gregorio is being held at PCJ on a $10,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-2134 DUI                            23:04:12 07/28/12 J Parker        CAA Det. J. Parker contacted a vehicle in the 
1100 blk of N. Main in Lamar for a traffic violation.  The driver Jose Segura-Molinero was arrested for DUI 
persistent, Possession of a Sch II Controlled substance, failed to present insurance and no valid driver’s license.  
He is held at PCJ on a $10,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07918           Officer: Kenny Davis              Date: 07/27/2012
MEDIA RELEASE: Code enforcement officer responded to 1005 S. 12th St. concerning two dogs running 
at large that had killed five chickens. The owner of the dog was contacted and issued a citation LMC#7-6-720 
running at large.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07949 Sgt. Losa Date: Sat Jul 28 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block N. Main St. on a report of a fight in progress.  Upon arrival, officers observed 
no fight.  Officers contacted an involved vehicle and cited on subject for possession of marijuana.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-07954 Sgt. Losa Date: Sat Jul 28 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer was on patrol in the 1100 block S. 2nd and observed two male subject running.  The male subjects 
abandoned two bicycles which were collected and stored for safe keeping.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com



Welcome Home

607 Savage Ave - 719-336-1200

August 1, 2012

Welcome Home Child and Family Development Center, lo-
cated at 607 Savage Avenue, is a county owned child care facil-
ity operated by the Prowers County Department of Social Ser-
vices.  The facility began caring for children in March of 2000. 
The Center has the capacity for 10 Infants, 32 Toddlers, and 122 
Preschool through school age children. Welcome Home employs 
14 highly qualified early childhood teachers who love working and 
caring for children and families.  Hours of operation are Monday 
through Friday from 6:30 a.m. through 5:30 p.m. 

 
The Center provides children with a daily nutritious breakfast, 

lunch and snack prepared in the on-site commercial kitchen.  Wel-
come Home utilizes the Creative Curriculum for all age groups as 
well as participating in the Prowers County Live Well 5-2-1-0 pro-
gram, Food Friends and Mighty Moves programs.  Children are 
continuously learning, playing, and experiencing many different 
activities throughout the day. Some activities offered to children 
are reading, singing, science, art, drama, dancing, outdoor play, 
swimming during the summer and educational field trips.   Par-
ents are able to view their children’s classrooms via the Internet so 
that they can “see” their child at any time. Head Start, operated by 
Child Development Services of Otero Junior College, is a sepa-
rate program located in the building. 

 
In addition to traditional child care, Welcome Home offers 

preschool to children ages three through five through the Colo-

rado Preschool Program.  This is a preschool program that runs 
concurrently with the school district calendar.  The Center has 
an after school program that serves between 15 to 30 school 
age children with a van pick-up service to all local elementary 
schools including Alta Vista.  Space is available for Friday no-
school care. 

 
Staff at Welcome Home Child and Family Development 

Center would like to thank all the children, families, and com-
munity who have supported the Center the past twelve years.  
Please contact Courtney Holt-Rogers at 336-1200 for further 
information. 



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 7am til Noon
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

E j O E B !! O f 7 il N

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing
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Senate President Shaffer Tours S.E. Colorado

Colorado Senate President, Brandon Shaffer, made a series of meet 
and greet stops in Southeast Colorado last week, spending time on 
Thursday at the Hickory House, the SOS Center and The Perk on 
West Elm Street.

The majority of his hour at The Perk dealt with efforts by local 
landowners to settle their conservation easement disputes with the 
state.  Many easements have had second valuation assessments which 
negated the earlier price fixed to their property.  Landowners had tried 
to move their claims through the state court system in an effort to 
resolve the disputes in easement values, but have seen little progress in 
over ten years.

Jillane Hixson, one of those landowners in Prowers County, and 
candidate for Prowers County Commissioner, was one of several voices 
heard Thursday afternoon, asking for some form of redress, or a means 
to expedite their cases.  Shaffer said he would attempt to have the land-
owners receive status reports of cases directly, instead of having to rely 
on attorney information.  Hixson said she had played numerous tape 
recordings of initial conservation easement committee hearings in the 
state legislature, and stated that some of the punitive regulations were 
tacked on after the initial agreements were authorized.  Shaffer told the 
gathering, “It feels like you’re not getting a fair shake in this process, so 
we need to find a way to help you make your case.”  Shaffer said he’d 
report any findings to Hixson who could share the information with 
other affected landowners.

Other topics covered in the afternoon session ranged from ethical 
practices in all levels of government, especially from national repre-
sentatives, to finding a means of attaining working relationships on 
bi-partisan levels in congress.  Shaffer stated, “We need to stop getting 
distracted on some wedge issues, created to pit one party against the 
other.  It separates the representatives from common goals that will 
benefit all our citizens.  Those issues need to be put aside to the end of 

the day and then we can spend our time making some progress.” 
Lamar City Councilman, Skip Ruedeman, asked if just some com-

mon sense couldn’t be applied to issues that can filter down to the local 
level.  “We’ve got 50 or 60 buildings in town that are condemned and 
abandoned, but because they contain asbestos, the city would have to 
spend several thousand dollars in studies and fees just to bring one of 
them down,” he explained.  Ruedeman said it’s this type of red tape 
and costs that don’t allow us to make any economic progress locally.

Almost every farmer in the group expressed some level of discon-
tent with water issues.  “We’re not happy and have little confidence with 
our state water engineers,” was a general assessment from the group.  
Some felt that Kansas was getting the better of the deals in Colorado 
water courts, from seep ditch regulations to storage concerns. 

Campaign contributions was also discussed, along with finance re-
form and transparency for mega-money contributions.  “The Citizens 
United ruling from the Supreme Court allowed millions of dollars to 
flow into the contribution stream,” Shaffer said.  He said he could 
come to full circle on the issue if there was a way of making sure the 
donations went directly to the candidate who would have to be directly 
accountable for what was received.  “This would help eliminate third 
party groups that advertise and say whatever claim they want,” he ex-
plained. 

If elected to the 4th Congressional District, the Longmont Senator 
said he would want to serve on the committees that would most help 
Colorado residents. “I’d like to be on the agriculture and transporta-
tion committees,” he said, adding, “Those two contribute so much to 
the state’s economy.”  Shaffer said he would also want to serve on the 
education and VA committees as well.  “My wife is a teacher, so I know 
what obstacles she faces in her career, and I’m a veteran as well, and we 
need to honor our commitment to our men and women who serve our 
country.” By Russ Baldwin

SOS Center Hours
The Lamar Community Resource and Senior Center hours of opera-
tion are:  Monday – Friday from 8am to 5pm; Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings from 6pm to 9pm and the Saturday night dance is from 7pm 
to 10pm.  Call 719-336-4072 for information.



Craig Campbell 

With NBC’s “THE VOICE” Star  

Gwen Sebastian 
Sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust 

With hit songs “Fish” & “Family Man” 

Reserved Seating $12 
Arena Access $15 

Presale July 23rd - August 3rd Weekdays 4p.m.-8p.m.  
 at Lamar Senior Citizen Center  

Tickets will also be sold at the gate.  
www.sandandsage.org 

2012  
Sand & Sage Round-Up 

Kick-Off Concert 

Sunday, August 5th 2012 
Prowers County Fairgrounds 

Lamar, Colorado 
8:00p.m. 

PJ Wilson Insurance 

 
“Your Insurance Specialists” 
Lamar~Springfield~Holly 
719-523-1892 ~ 719-336-8292 

Sponsored in Part by: Prowers County Lodging Tax, Lamar Community College, Community State Bank,  
and these Sponsors: 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
YOUR AD INFORMATION:
Title: ____________________________________________________________
Date/Time: _______________________________________________________
Description of items:________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Payment Method:    Check#___________           Other:___________
Card #___________________________________________  Expiration Date__________
Signature:_____________________________________________________________

Ads may be mailed or delivered to 210 South Main, Lamar CO
Ads must be at The Prowers Journal & paid for by Tuesday at noon for placement in that weeks edition. 

The Prowers Journal reserves the right to edit or refuse any ad. 

$5.00/Week To Place Your Yard Sale Ad,
Use This Convenient Form

(Please Print) TAKE ONE

Clip and Print! Get your yard sale promoted in Lamar, Wiley, McClave, Holly 
and Granada. It’s just $5.00! Fill it out and take it to Robinson Printing.

CSP, Local Agencies Involved in High Speed Pursuit on 287
On Monday, July 23, 2012 at approximately 6:29 pm, Colorado State Patrol Communica-

tions Center received a BOLO (be on the lookout) for a possible kidnapping suspect believed 
to be in south east Colorado.  The suspect was also an escapee out of the Colorado Department 
of Corrections.  The description given was a blue Ford truck with a Denver Broncos logo or 
tribal decal on the tailgate.

A Campo Police Department Officer located the vehicle on Colorado 287 at milepost 30 
(Springfield, CO).  When the officer attempted to stop the vehicle, it refused to stop and a pur-
suit ensued, reaching speeds over 100 mph.  Approximately twelve miles north of Springfield 
in Baca County, a Trooper deployed a Stop Stick®, a tire deflating device, puncturing two of 
the tires.  The driver continued to flee on the flat tires.  Approximately fifteen miles south of 
Lamar, in Prowers County, a Prowers County Deputy deployed a Stop Stick®, puncturing two 
tires.  The driver still continued to flee on the flat tires.

Approximately six miles south of Lamar, a Trooper utilized the Tactical Vehicle Intervention 
(TVI), which brought the pursuit to an end.

The driver, Jason Leinweber, 38, Colorado Springs was taken into custody without further inci-
dent.  The victim, a 38 year old female from Colorado Springs, was not hurt during the pursuit.

No Troopers or Deputies were injured and the CSP vehicle sustained minimal damage from 
the TVI maneuver.

Agencies involved in the pursuit were:  Colorado State Patrol, Colorado Division of Wild-
life, Baca County Sheriff ’s Office, Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office, Campo Police Depart-
ment, and Lamar Police Department.

Leinweber was charged with Kidnapping, Vehicular Eluding, Reckless Endangerment, Do-
mestic Violence, and numerous other charges.  A multiagency investigation into the incident 
is ongoing.

Letter to the Editor Policy
The identity of the letter writer must be verified before publication.  Phone numbers will not be 
published, but are used to verify identity of the letter writer.  Letters may be edited for grammar, 
length and civility.  No third party letters will be published.  The publication of a Letter to the 
Editor does not constitute an endorsement of the writer’s comments by The Prowers Journal or 
Robinson Printing, Inc.  Due to space consideration, Letters to the Editor may be published 
online, but not necessarily in our Wednesday newsletter. Letters may be sent to The Prowers 
Journal, 208 South Main Street, Lamar, CO. 81052


