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FREE
Take One!

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

205 South 10th Street, Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.3434

www.junipercommunities.com

Therapy:

• Physical

• Occupational

• Speech

Nurturing the spirit of lifeSM

Office:  719-336-5484

Cell:  719-688-8814

E-mail:  tchavira@amfam.com

Website:  www.amfam.com

Access Anytime: 1-800-MYAMFAM

(800-692-6326)

HOME, AUTO,
BUSINESS,

FARM/RANCH,
LIFE, HEALTH

TONYA L CHAVIRA AGENCY

All your protection under one roof

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

www.lamarcc.edu/719.336.2248

... un  l you check out our 
Summer & Fall courses.  
You just might  nd classes 
that grab your interest 
(and make you smarter). 

Don’t Go Anywhere...

HAVE  A FUN
BIRTHDAY PARTY!!

110 North Main in Lamar

HAVE  A FUN
BIRTHDAY PARTY!!

336-FLIP (3547)

Voices of S.E. Colorado Hosting May 31
Commissioner Candidate Forum

A candidate forum will be hosted by Voices of Southeast Colorado on Thursday, May 
31, 2012, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Lamar Community Building, dance prac-
tice room. All candidates running for a County Commissioner’s seat, whether opposed or 
unopposed, have been invited to participate. 

This forum is to provide an opportunity for the candidates to speak and field ques-
tions from the public in advance of the primary election to be held June 26, 2012. A 
subsequent forum will be conducted in advance of the general election. 

The Voices of Southeast Colorado is a non-partisan group and encourages education 
for and participation by all voters.  The public is encouraged to come and meet your 
candidates. 

For County Commissioner, District 1, Republicans incumbent Henry Schnabel is 
opposed by Mike Parker. The winner of the June 26 primary will face off in the November 
election against Democrat, Don Seufer of Holly.  For County Commissioner, District 3, 
Republican challengers Roger Stagner is opposed by Wendy Buxton-Andrade in the June 
26 primary.  Gene Millbrand, who currently holds the seat, is not running for re-election.  
Jillane Hixson, the Democratic challenger for the District 3 seat is being opposed by pri-
mary election write-in candidate, Doug Thrall, and the winner of that will determine who 
goes on to the November ballot. 

Area voters and candidates should take note of these calendar deadlines: 
May 25, 2012 Friday:  Last day to change or withdraw from major political party •	
affiliation for the Primary Election.
May 29, 2012 Tuesday: Last day to register to vote for the Primary Election.•	
June 19, 2012 Tuesday:  Last day to apply for a mail-in ballot for the Primary Elec-•	
tion if mailed.
June 22, 2012 Friday:  Last day to apply for a mail-in ballot for the Primary Elec-•	
tion if the ballot is picked up in person by the voter.
June 26, 2012 Tuesday:  PRIMARY ELECTION•	

Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

Hi 90o

Lo 52o

Hi 88o

Lo 56o
Hi 91o

Lo 54o
Hi 95o

Lo 60o

Hi 85o

Lo 54o
Hi 93o

Lo 60o

PMC – Notice of Annual Meeting/Wyatt
Replacement to be Selected

New Line Up for PMC Board of Directors 
Ronnie Farmer, newly elected member of the Prowers Medical Center board of direc-

tors, will receive his oath of office during the hospital board’s annual meeting tonight, 
Wednesday, May 23.  The meeting agenda lists that an appointment to the board to re-
place the position left vacant by Andy Wyatt will follow.  That individual will also receive 
the oath of office for their new term. 

The annual meeting will see a partial new line-up with the two new board members, 
as well as the first board meeting for the hospital’s interim Chief Executive Officer, Craig 
Loveless, who is replacing former CEO James Fairchild.  Loveless will serve while a search 
for a permanent replacement is conducted by the board and QHR, Quorum Health Re-
sources, the hospital management firm.  Part of the process of new board membership in-
cludes board member orientation as well as a review and discussion of the board’s by-laws.  
Hospital attorney John Lefferdink will conduct the review and orientation.  Lefferdink 
will also serve for the portion of the meeting dealing with the appointment of a tempo-
rary board chairman for the election of officers.  The current board chairman is Jan Hall.  
The board will vote for: chairman, vice-chair, secretary/treasurer and recording secretary, 
designation of official notification publication and legal counsel. The complete Annual 
Meeting Agenda can be found online on theprowersjournal.com.

Prowers County Sheriff’s Report, April 2012
The Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office responded to 315 service calls this past April, 

2012.  Lamar posted 159, Holly had 37, Wiley had 10 calls for service and there were 100 
calls in the county.  Lamar’s breakdown has 40 jail related calls and 19 warrant arrests.  
Three calls were for DUI’s, two for drugs and three for traffic accidents.  Holly had one 
warrant arrest, domestic violence, traffic accident and DUI, as well as two animal problem 
calls.  There was one drug related call for Wiley, plus one theft and one traffic accident.  
The sheriff ’s office responded to 14 traffic accidents in the county, four DUIs, four drug 
related calls, one assault, two thefts and 16 types of animal problems. 

Sheriff ’s Deputies had six new cases assigned, with 12 cases being cleared.  There were 
23 charges stemming from the investigations and 13 investigations are still active.  Depu-
ties issued 31 warning tickets, issued 33 traffic citations and six criminal summonses. 

Deputies charged six people with possession of drugs and drug paraphernalia as a 
result of separate contacts through April.  They also responded to several locations within 
the county during the early morning hours of April 27 to monitor tornado activity and 
provide aid and security for those who were injured and suffered property damage. 

7,609 were screened by security when they entered the county courthouse in April, 
averaging 362 persons a day.  Security made five arrests on individuals who had warrants 
for their arrests and were seen entering the Courthouse.  Ten county jail inmates were 
reported to ICE authorities in April. 

The jail house averaged 43 inmates per day for April.  The number of bookings were 
up for April 2012, compared to 2011, with 86 men booked this year compared to 54 last 
April.  Women’s numbers were close with 25 this April and 23 last year.  There have been 
465 total bookings, year-to-date in all categories. 

April meals at the jail cost $10,024.32 and inmate medical expenses were $1,678.61.  
For April, total expenses are $162,902.72 and year to date figures are $700,179.73.  April 
revenue is $27,676.65 and year-to-date is $99,473.86.

It’s Always Cool in the Pool ! 
Cool off this summer at the Lamar Municipal Pool. The Prowers Journal and Lamar 

Recreation Department has a deal for you.  Sign up for the email News Alerts from The 
Prowers Journal, and if your entry is selected, you win a pass for 40 trips to the Lamar 
Municipal Pool this summer.  That’s a $100 value.

Just register your email address at theprowersjournal@gmail.com.  That’s all it takes.  
Your email is kept private and you receive all the latest breaking news stories for Prowers 
County from The Prowers Journal.  The deadline for your sign up is 5pm, Monday, 
June 4, 2012.  When we draw your name, you’ll be contacted to pick up your certificate, 
grab your bathing suit and get ready for a summer of fun at the Lamar Municipal Pool!



Sign up for Breaking News at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com
Win a $100 Gift Certificate from Lamar Parks & Rec!

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

Call for Winter Hours!

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

Call for Winter Hours!

H i g h w a y  5 0  •  G r a n a d a ,  C O  8 1 0 4 1
( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 5   •   ( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 6

F i n e  D i n i n g ,  C a s u a l  A t m o s p h e re

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

Fine Mexican
Cuisine

with a Touch of Americanh
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OPEN DAILY at 11:00 am
7 Days a Week

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM

100 Savage Avenue in Lamar  -  336.8888

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM

g

1ST   MARGARITA  $1.991ST   MARGARITA  $1.99

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!

9 miles East of Lamar on Hwy 50 West
Gayla Dowen           719.336.9110

Mon. - Sat. 10am-6pm  •  Sun. 10am-5pm
Large Selection of Perennials  -  Bedding Plants  -  Herbs

Hanging Baskets  -  Vegetable Transplants  -  Trees  -  Shrubs

Gift Certificates & Gift Shop

403 Kendall Drive
Lamar, CO 81052
www.prowersmedical.com

MEDICAL CARE

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT CALL:

719-336-6767
VARIETY OF INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Bethany Peckler, FNP-BC
Family Nurse Practitioner

� Joined Prowers Medical Group in October 2011 
� Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Johns Hopkins 

University in Baltimore, MD in 2004 
� Masters of Science in Nursing from the University of 

Cincinnati in Cincinnati, OH in 2008 
� Conversant and literate in Spanish, including medical 

terminology 
� Provides services for adults and children in the Lamar 

Medical Clinic and Convenient Care Clinic 

Obituaries
Patricia “Pat” Bates - July 12, 1951 – May 17, 2012 - A Closed Casket Celebration 
of life for longtime Lamar resident, Patricia Bates, affectionately known as to many as 
Pat, was held Monday May 21, 2012 at the Lamar United Methodist Church.   Per Pat’s 
request there was no public visitation.  Memorial Contributions may be made to the 
Southeast Colorado Cancer Initiative or to the Pat Bates Memorial Nursing Scholarship 
in care of the funeral home office. For additional information and online condolences 
please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.  
Joseph M. Wilkening - April 19, 1938 – May 17, 2012 - A Celebration of Life for 
longtime Lamar resident, Joseph “Joe” Wilkening will be held at 2:00PM on Thursday, 
May 24, 2012 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Harold Bohls officiating.  Visitation 
for Joe will be held on Wednesday, May 23, 2012 from 1:00PM until 6:00PM at the Pea-
cock Family Chapel. Memorial contributions may be made to the Lamar Area Hospice 
either direct or in care of the funeral home office.  For current information and online 
condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, May 24 - Commissioners Meeting
Saturday, May 26 - Granada High School Graduation •	Eagles Steak Night
May 26-28 - Memorial Day 4H Horse Clinic, LCC Horsebarn
Monday, May 28 - Memorial Day, Local/State Offices Closed
Tuesday, May 29 - PCDI Board Meeting, 7:30am •	Lamar Utilities Board, Noon •	
Lamar City Council, 7pm

Colorado Employment Situation – April 2012
Employers in Colorado added 1,200 nonfarm payroll jobs from March to April for 

a total of 2,291,800 nonfarm payroll jobs, according to the survey of business establish-
ments. Private sector payroll jobs increased 100 and government increased 1,100.  

According to the survey of households, the unemployment rate increased one-tenth 
of one percentage point over the month to 7.9 percent. The increase in the unemploy-
ment rate was caused by an increase in the number of unemployed and a decline in the 
number of people participating in the labor force. The national unemployment rate de-
creased one tenth of a percentage point over the same period to 8.1 percent. 

The largest over the month private sector job gains were in trade, transportation and 
utilities, education and health services, and construction.  Over the year, nonfarm pay-
roll jobs increased 39,800. Private sector payroll jobs increased 40,200 and government 
declined 400. The large private sector job gains were in professional business services,   
education and health services, and trade, transportation and utilities. The only significant 
decline in private sector payroll jobs was in information. 

Over the year, the unemployment rate is down one half of a percentage point from 
8.4 percent in April 2011. The number of Coloradans participating in the labor force 
increased 10,100, total employment increased 22,200 and the number of unemployed 
decreased 12,100. The national unemployment rate declined from 9.0 to 8.1 percent 
from April 2011 to April 2012. 

Here are the unemployment percentages for southeast Colorado Counties: 
                       April 2012         Unemployed      March 2012          April 2011
Baca  3.3  84  3.7  3.8
Bent  7.3  184  7.7  7.4
Kiowa  3.1  34  3.3  3.8
Kit Carson 4.5  204  4.7  4.6
Las Animas 0.3  787  10.4  9.4
Crowley  9.5  167  8.8  10.0
Otero  8.9  824  9.2  8.9
Prowers  5.6  398  5.8  5.4

Lamar Sales Tax Revenues Continue to Improve
Lamar City Sales Tax revenues continue to climb, this month showing a healthy 

11.26% gain for Total Sales and Use Tax Collections for this past March.  City Sales Tax 
increased 6.13% for a $15,854.91 gain, comparing 2011 to 2012 and the combined taxes 
increased $31,542.36 over the same period. 

Year-to-Date collections were up 4.28% for City Sales Tax for an improvement of 
$43,558.72 and Total Sales and Use Tax Collections were up 4.58% for March, showing 
an increase of $50,763.15 for that period. 

With only two exceptions, the 12 Retail Sales tax revenue categories showed gains in a 
year to date comparison.  Only furniture stores and grocery store tax revenue indicated a 
drop, with groceries showing a significant dollar fluctuation over the past three years.   
                                               2010                    2011                   2012 
Auto Parts  41,238.50 42,718.80 47,549.81
Building Materials  25,084.24 24,996.30 32,399.07
Clothing/Shoes  10,462.52 10,787.59 11,766.00
C Stores/Gas  27,813.50 32,310.48 32,517.00
Department Stores 361,220.15 362,420.65 378,885.71
Furniture/Elec.  10,706.91 11,217.21 10,603.65
Grocery Stores  86,193.22 103,085.87 91,107.26
Motels   27,445.48 33,041.63 40,042.00
Liquor Sales/Bars  29,088.00 30,094.00 34,654.00
Manufacturing  1,096.79  3,253.38  5,558.63
Restaurants  98,930.95 101,436.56 108,362.79
Other Retail  15,742.48 16,654.87 16,850.32

LCC Nursing Program Honors Graduates
(Lamar, Colorado, May 17, 2012)  Lamar Community College Nursing faculty and 

staff hosted a reception for Associate of Applied Science (AAS) in Nursing graduates on 
Monday, April 30 in lieu of the program’s official nursing pinning originally scheduled for 
the evening of Saturday, April 28.

“Our Nursing faculty and I heartily believe that our second level nursing students 
should celebrate their considerable achievements,” explained Sandy Summers, director of 
LCC’s Nursing program and LCC’s Career & Technical Education dean. “While a few stu-
dents were unable to attend, we wanted to honor our students’ dedication and hard work.”

All LCC Commencement activities were cancelled on Friday, April 27 due to the 
power outage to Lamar and surrounding areas.   Graduates received LCC nursing pins 
at the event. The reception also included recognition of students who achieved awards in 
Academic Excellence (nursing GPA of 3.5 or higher) and Academic Achievement, noting 
a nursing GPA of 3.0 or higher.

Students and faculty also honored Mary Lou Myers, Nursing admissions coordinator, 
who has assisted the nursing program since 1991.  Mary Lou will officially retire on July 
1 and will return to LCC on a part-time basis.  Mary Lou’s contributions to the nursing 
program and to the college have been significant.

“We are also excited that two of our students, Morgan Bennett and Natalia Mayo, will 
receive their Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing (BSN) degrees in August through our partner-
ship with the University of Colorado Colorado Springs (UCCS).  This progress will assist 
with Colorado’s response to a challenge by the Institute of Medicine for 80% of all practicing 
nurses to hold BSNs by 2020.  Six additional AAS in Nursing graduates are currently com-
pleting their BSNs”. Please read the rest of this article online at theprowersjournal.com.

Holly Town Government
Administrator ............................537-6633
Town Clerk ................................537-6622
Utilities ......................................537-6025
Sheriff ........................................336-8050
Non Emergency .........................537-6526
Fire Department ........................537-6650
Library .......................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic .................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center ................537-6555



SOS Center Hours
The Lamar Community Resource and Senior Center 
hours of operation are:  Monday – Friday from 8am to 
5pm; Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6pm to 9pm 
and the Saturday night dance is from 7pm to 10pm.  
Call 719-336-4072 for information.
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Yard Sales
1st Annual Strainhurst Yard Sale
206 East Cedar, Lamar - Saturday, May 26 - 7:00am 
to Noon - Maps available at Strainhurst shop. House-
hold, misc office equipment, furniture, building sup-
plies, and landscape equipment.

Yard Sale
8255 Surrey Ridge Court in Quail Ridge, Lamar - 
Saturday, May 26 from 7:30am to Noon - Cherrywood 
crib, high chair, swings, toys, infant and toddler cloth-
ing, race car toddler bed, infant car seat, turtle sandbox, 
car amp, JVC and Sony Cameras and other electronics. 
CASH ONLY!

Multi-Family Yard Sale
1509 South 8th, Lamar - Saturday, May 26 from 8am 
to Noon - Small appliances, craft books, large selec-
tion of model kits and cases. Baked goods, misc. items. 
Proceeds go to American Cancer Society.

Yard Sale
1709 So. 7th St., Lamar - Friday, May 25th, 10-12 am 
& Saturday, May 26th, 7:30-Noon - Loveseat, reclin-
ers, air conditioner, washer, dryer, bikes, home decor, 
clothes, too much to list!

Yard Sale
1709 South 11th, Lamar - Saturday, May 26 7am to 
??? Just a front yard full of lots of bargains to buy!!

Garage Sale
1503 South 11th St., Lamar - Friday, May 25 from 
8:00am to ??? and Saturday, May 26 from 8:00 to ??? - 
Lots of Misc., kids clothes, household goods & Bronco 
items.

For Rent
Apartment for Rent
Very nice 2 bedroom apartment, spacious, includes 
garage - $450 / mo. Plus deposit - 336-3993.

Holly Happenings
Eligible individuals who 

wish to fill a vacancy and serve 
as a Holly Town Trustee may 
submit a letter of interest by 
5pm, Wednesday, June 6, to be 
reviewed by the board.  The end 
of the term is April, 2014.  Ap-
plicants must be at least 18 and 
a registered elector.  The can-
didate must reside within the 
Holly town limits for at least 12 
consecutive months prior to the 
official notice.  Letters should be 
sent to: Mary Rushton, Clerk/
Treasurer, PO Box 458, Holly, 
CO  81047.

The 10th Annual Bluegrass 
Festival will be held in Holly 
June 8-10 this year.  Events in-
clude a Friday night Jam Session 
at 6pm.  Saturday entertain-
ment starts at 11am and Sunday 
worship and music will begin at 
10:30am. 

Special Notice:
The Law Office of George McLachlan will be closing June 
8, 2012. Client files may be picked up by calling 719-688-
5427. After June 8, 2012 call 719-691-9084.

Special Thank You
Thank you to all our friends 
and relatives for all the food, 
flowers and the memo-
rial contributions, as well 
as all the prayers to help us 
through our difficult and 
trying time for our beloved 
mother.  We also want to 
thank Lamar Hospice and 
Peacock Funeral Home.  
 

“Shadows fall, and life 
becomes so difficult to 

bear..... Yet sunshine comes 
through all the memories 
and love from those who 

really care.’’
 
Thank you,
Vickie and Ben Torrez
Tim Aguilera and children

Notice
The next City Council meeting has been moved from 
Monday, May 28, 2012 to Tuesday, May 29, 2012 at 
7:00 p.m. because of the Memorial Holiday.

Advertise Your Yard Sale Today!
Hundreds of people will be reading this insert and when 
you advertise your weekend yardsale, garage or moving sale. 
Just $5 is a great investment to make your yardsale a suc-
cess.  Deadline for entries is 5 pm Tuesday evening.  Call 
Robinson Printing at 336-9095 or stop in at 210 South 
Main Street, Lamar.

Notice: Prowers County Closures
All Prowers County Offices including the Courthouse 
will be closed on Monday, May 28, 2012, in obser-
vance of Memorial Day. 

MEMORIAL DAY
PUBLIC NOTICE
All City offices will be closed on 

Monday, May 28, 2012 in observance 
of Memorial Day.  The Community 
Building will also be closed on Mon-
day, May 28, 2012.  The Public Li-
brary will be open Saturday, May 
26th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and 
will be closed Sunday, May 27th and 
Monday, May 28th in observance of 
the holiday.   All City offices will re-
open on Tuesday, May 29, 2012. 

 Residential refuse collection 
scheduled for pickup on Monday will 
be collected on Tuesday, May 29th.  
Residential refuse route scheduled for 
Tuesday pickup will be collected on 
Wednesday, May 30, 2012.     Please 
have containers in place by 6:00 a.m. 

Commercial refuse collection 
regularly scheduled for pickup on Sat-
urday will also have an extra collection 
on Monday, May 28th.  Commercial 
Collection regularly scheduled for 
Monday, May 28th will be collected 
on Tuesday, May 29th. 

The Cardboard Route will be col-
lected on Tuesday, May 29, 2012.

The City Landfill will be open on 
Saturday, May 26th from 8:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., and Sunday, May 27, 2012 
from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  The 
City Landfill will be closed Monday, 
May 28th and reopen Tuesday, May 
29th as normally scheduled. 
The Transfer Station area will be open 
Saturday, May 26th from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. and Sunday, May 27th 
from 12:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. – only 
for the Free Weekend.

 NOTICE – this is a free week-
end at the City Landfill and Transfer 
Station for City residents only. 

Memorial Day decorations at 
Fairmount and Riverside Cemeteries 
can be put out at noon on Thursday, 
May 24th but need to be picked-up 
by 7:00 a.m. on Monday, June 4, 
2012.

Lamar Public Swimming Pool 
will open on Saturday, May 26th from 
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  The Pool will 
also be open Sunday, May 27th and 
Monday, May 28th from 1:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. and will begin regular 
hours of operation on Tuesday, May 
29th from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00.



Clip and Print! Get your yard sale promoted in Lamar, Wiley, McClave, Holly 
and Granada. It’s just $5.00! Fill it out and take it to Robinson Printing.

Name: ___________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

YOUR AD INFORMATION:
Title: ____________________________________________________________
Date/Time: _______________________________________________________
Description of items:________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

Payment Method:    Check#___________           Other:___________
Card #___________________________________________  Expiration Date__________
Signature:_____________________________________________________________

Ads may be mailed or delivered to 210 South Main, Lamar CO
Ads must be at The Prowers Journal & paid for by Tuesday at noon for placement in that weeks edition. 

The Prowers Journal reserves the right to edit or refuse any ad. 

$5.00/Week To Place Your Yard Sale Ad,
Use This Convenient Form

(Please Print) TAKE ONE

Letter to the Editor – Local Recreation Sports
People are always asking why teens in Lamar can not seem to stay out of trouble and ask 

what can we do to help kids within the community keep busy so that they do not have time to 
cause trouble. It always seems to be that when an opportunity opens for these teens for some 
reason they seem to be always be a complaint that ends the event or fun that teens have within 
the community. One of the main examples that I am talking about is recreation sports within 
the community.

There are many different recreation sports that happen throughout the year that teens can be 
a part of, one of the main ones being summer softball, both men’s and co-ed teams are formed 
and games are played on week nights. However, this year this opportunity was taken away from 
those that are under the age of 18 and still in high school. It has always been that anyone over the 
age of 16 was allowed to play. No one can ever remember when the age was set at 18 and there 
have been kids that would have been able to play this year and were very excited and were practic-
ing, but then to come find out that they are not allowed to play, and all for petty reasons. This 
community needs to take a look at what they are doing to these teens and why they are getting 
into trouble, every chance that they get to have a little fun it is taken away from them.

Recreation softball has always been a fun event for not only individuals, but for families as 
well and now with the age limits and strict rules it makes people not even want to play. In a few 
years you are going to not have any teams that are going to want to play because it is not fun 
anymore. The community really needs to take a step back and realize what this does to people as 
well as the community. Each team pays a lot of money to the rec department in order to have a 
team in and a few teams were made of players under the age limit so this is not only making the 
rec department lose money, but taken away a fun outside activity from our local teens.

Another example is the local skate park, many teens and pre-teens often went there to have 
fun and when it was taken away they were lost without  it and of course it made them act out 
within the community. As we look around our community we can see many reasons why are 
teens are causing trouble, first the skate park is gone, now the age limit on softball, what is next 
to make this town no fun for teens. Taking a look at other communities around the area such as 
LaJunta you notice that their community is growing because of the fact that they keep teen activi-
ties and fight for teen activities to keep their teens busy instead of putting in small petty rules to 
keep them out of any type of involvement.

In closing with this letter I just want community members to realize that maybe some of us 
are the reasons why our teens are always bored and getting into trouble because opportunities are 
given to them and then taken away and their way of acting out if causing trouble, if we can avoid 
these small issues and allow for our teens to be involved in these recreational sports maybe we can 
keep the crime rate down and allow for some fun within our community.

Shawn Austin
8279 County Road PP
Lamar, Co 81052

Three cases of Pertussis Confirmed for Prowers County
Lamar, CO– Prowers County Public Health officials have received lab confirmation of 

pertussis in three Prowers County children, an eight year old male, 17 year old female and 
an infant, over the past two weeks, with the most recent confirmed today, May 22, 2012.

Due to the outbreak, Prowers County Public Health and Environment is advising 
parents to check their child’s immunization record to ensure they are up to date with their 
vaccinations for pertussis.  All adults are also advised to obtain the vaccination if they have 
not had the vaccination. Residents are advised to check with their health care provider or 
call the health department if they are uncertain about their vaccination status.

Prowers County Public Health and Environment will be offering additional clinic times 
to ensure that residents, including children and adults, who need vaccination can make an 
appointment to come in. These clinics are an ongoing effort to prevent the further spread of 
pertussis in Prowers County and possible spill over to other counties and states.  For those 
adult residents who are eligible vaccination costs of $8 can be waived.  Children will not be 
denied due to inability to pay.

Prowers County Public Health will be working with schools to assess student immuni-
zation coverage rates and identify students with symptoms who require treatment and close 
contacts at home who may need antibiotics to prevent infection (prophylaxis).

“Vaccination is the best prevention against pertussis,” said Director of Public Health, 
Jackie Brown, RN, MSN “We are continuing to work with the healthcare providers and the 
community, to prevent the further spread of pertussis.  In general, a pertussis outbreak will 
slow down and eventually stop once immunity, either through vaccination or infection, has 
been established in the community. Our work focuses on increasing vaccination rates, par-
ticularly in adults and adolescents, and preventing transmission to vulnerable populations, 
where the disease can have devastating results, such as pregnant women, infants, and those 
with weakened immune systems.”

Pertussis is a vaccine-preventable disease that is also known as whooping cough, or the 
“100 day cough.” It is highly contagious and caused by a bacterial infection of the lungs. 
People with suspected or confirmed diagnosis of pertussis should stay out of work, school, 
or childcare until they have been on antibiotics for at least five days.

For more information you can call Prowers County Public Health and Environment at 
336-8721 or you can visit www.prowerscounty.net  CDC website www.cdc.gov

Lamar Rotary Hosts Ducky Dash Winners
“We earned about $7,200 from the Ducky Dash sales,” said Mike Renkin of the Lamar 

Rotary this past Thursday.  Renkin was referring to the Rotary’s annual Ducky Dash race held  
Sunday during Lamar Days activities.  Tickets are sold for the fundraiser and prizes awarded for 
the first three ducks that pass the finish line in the Lamar Canal. 

Jana Weimer won $750 for having her duck place first; Franco Northrup won $500 and De-
loach’s Water won third place and $250.  Rotary President, Karen Ketcham said, “The funds will 
go to support a lot of activities in our area, principally the purchase of hundreds of dictionaries 
we give away each year to elementary students.”  She said the Rotary also supports local student 
scholarships, and Renkin said one of the community projects the Rotary will support this year is 
donating bleachers at Escondido Park in Lamar. 

The Thursday weekly meeting was also highlighted by information on the summer and fall 
semester courses at Lamar Community College, presented by Director of Recruiting, Brenda 
Brown, and Christa DiMaio-Richie, Project Director for the Title Three program at the college 
described the courses for renewable energy technologies which will be offered to LCC students 
in the fall. By Russ Baldwin
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The library board and library staff 

will be contacting businesses in the area 
for assistance with the summer read-
ing program.  This year we hope to be 
able to give a book to each child in the 
youngest age group.  

In order to do this we are asking 
for monetary donations.  If you have 
not been asked and would like to help, 
please call the library at 336-4632, or 
send your check to the library at 102 
East Parmenter.  Mark the check “for the 
summer reading program” or “SRP”

4-H News
The 4-H Foundation is partner-

ing with 4-H clubs to recruit more 
supporting members to the Foun-
dation.  For every new member 
that a 4-H club brings in, that club 
will receive $12.50.  This offer will 
continue throughout the year.  For 
more information, contact the Ex-
tension Office at 336-7734. 

The 4H Foundation Scholar-
ship has been awarded to Tanner 
Barth, Sydney Crist, Laci Penning-
ton and Brady Rink.  Each student 
will receive $500, presented at the 
Fashion Review and awards pre-
sentation on August 7, during the 
Sand and Sage Fair. 

Volunteers for Demolition Der-
by Needed - Prowers County 4H 
Council is hosting the June 16 De-
molition Derby at the fairgrounds.  
Representative volunteers are need-
ed to staff the concession stand that 
evening from 8 to 10pm.  Contact 
the Extension Office at 336-7734 if 
you will help.

Support the Alba Family
As a result of the recent torna-
dos that hit in our area, Randy 
Alba’s family lost their home east 
of Lamar.  The home was totally 
destroyed and they were also left 
without the majority of their per-
sonal belongings.  In an effort to 
help them rebuild from this loss, 
a fund has been set up at Com-
munity State Bank in their name 
for those who would like to make 
donations.  

Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for 
Sage Services in Prowers County.  For more information, 
call 336-7115.

Concert Coming!
The Blackwood Brothers Quar-
tet in Concert on June 9th @ 
6:00 pm @ Lamar Christian 
Church in Lamar, Colorado. 
They advertise themselves as 
“The best-known name in Gos-
pel Music!” and they hail from 
Memphis, Tennessee. It should 
be a great concert!

It’s Always Cool
in the Pool ! 

Cool off this summer at the 
Lamar Municipal Pool. The 
Prowers Journal and Lamar Rec-
reation Department has a deal 
for you.  Sign up for the email 
News Alerts from The Prowers 
Journal, and if your entry is se-
lected, you win a pass for 40 trips 
to the Lamar Municipal Pool this 
summer.  That’s a $100 value.

Just register your email ad-
dress at theprowersjournal@
gmail.com.  That’s all it takes.  
Your email is kept private and 
you receive all the latest breaking 
news stories for Prowers County 
from The Prowers Journal.  The 
deadline for your sign up is 5pm, 
Monday, June 4, 2012.  When we 
draw your name, you’ll be con-
tacted to pick up your certificate, 
grab your bathing suit and get 
ready for a summer of fun at the 
Lamar Municipal Pool!

Lamar Savages Battle to Final Four 
The Lamar Savages baseball team won two games in 

the loser’s bracket last weekend, defeating two opponents 
to move into the Final Four for the 3A state champion-
ship+ this weekend.

Lamar beat Weld Central, 10-0 and downed Olathe 
9-6 to earn a berth, Friday, May 25 at Butch Butler Field 
against the Brush team at Noon.  A win for Lamar will 
have them play the winner for the 2:30pm match between 
Holy Family and Eaton to move one step closer to the 
State Championship.

Rescheduling of the Class 1A
Baseball Title Game 

The Class 1A Baseball State Championship Game be-
tween Stratton (12-6) and Baca County (16-2) has been 
rescheduled for Thursday, May 31, at 11:00 a.m. at the 
La Junta High School Athletic Complex.

Gospel Concert at First Baptist Church
YoYo Collins will present a gospel concert at the 

First Baptist Church of Holly on Friday, June 1, 2012 
starting at 7pm.  YoYo was involved in a diving accident 
in 1977, which broke his neck and severed his spinal 
cord, leaving him paralyzed from the collar bone down, 
or a quadriplegic.  That hasn’t stopped him from serving 
the Lord in minitry.  Since 1980 he has traveled to many 
states, singing at church conventions and conferences.

Everyone is invited to hear YoYo share his music 
and message.  A Love Offering will be received for Mr. 
Collins.  For further information contact First Baptist 
Church at 537-6553 or hollyfbc@yahoo.com.

Area School Activities
Holly:
May 23 J.H. Awards Assembly, 1:30pm
May 24 Final Day of School-Half Day
Wiley:
May 22 Talent Show, 1:30pm, followed by Awards
 Last Day of School
May 23 Teacher Work Day, NO SCHOOL
Granada:
May 22 Kindergarten Graduations, 10am
May 25 8th Grade Graduation, 8pm
May 26 School Graduation, 10am

July 3rd Benefit  
Country Acres, south of Lamar, will 
host a night of music,  6pm, Tuesday, 
July 3, to raise funds for The Remem-
ber Foundation.  Dance to the John 
Cary Band & Brethren Flow, joined 
by Jay Gruber.  Enjoy a summer BBQ 
while bidding on various silent auc-
tion items.  Proceeds will benefit area 
Alzheimer’s patients.  You must be at 
least 21 to attend.  Call Holly Burton 
at 719-688-4196 or Shawna Smith 
at 719-691-8021 for details.

Look Both Ways
Excellent advice for anyone at any age.  Look both 

ways crossing the street, at intersections and when cross-
ing railroad tracks.   

That point was driven home for Lamar elementary 
students this past Friday, attending a safety course spon-
sored by the Colorado Branch of Operation Lifesaver at 
the Lamar Community Building.  The national program 
teaches kids about railroad safety in general and especial-
ly around railroad tracks.  Parked in front was a small, 
four-door compact made smaller by having most of the 
right side of the car ripped off from the impact of a train.  
That graphic display showed the students what could be 
the outcome of neglecting one of the first safety rules of 
the road, whether driving, riding your bike or walking.   

Over the past twelve months in Colorado, there have 
been several severe accidents and near fatalities of pedes-
trians and drivers who assumed the coast was clear when 
they crossed the tracks.  The students watched a video 
on screen at the community building and outdoors, had 
an opportunity to view the reality of what can happen 
by not paying attention. By Russ Baldwin



Law Enforcement 
12P-1379 Theft                          16:39:29 05/14/12 J Parker        ACT
Det. J. Parker responded to the 7000 blk of Hwy 50 on a report of theft.  Apiece of rental equipment was not 
returned to the business.  The renter has been identified and charges are being pursued.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05044   Officer: T Cope     Date: Mon May 14 2012MEDIA RELEASE:
Lamar Police K9 was used to sniff the Greyhound Bus. Paraphernalia was located but subject had medical 
marijuana card.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05053 Officer: Inman Date: Mon May 14 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 blk. of N. 5th St. for a report of an unknown animal hissing at a residence. Of-
ficers removed the small lizard from the area.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05057 Officer: Inman Date: Mon May 14 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Donald Oliva for harassment and domestic violence in 800 blk. of Willow Valley. Donald 
Oliva was transported the Prowers County Jail and held on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-050663 Officer: Inman Date: Tue May 15 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 blk. of S. 6th St. for a report of a campfire. Officers observed no criminal activity 
due to the fact the fire was contained in a manufactured fire pit and was covered.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1389 Harassment                     16:44:39 05/15/12 J Parker        OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the 800 blk of W. Vaughn in Holly on a report of someone harassing a dog.  The 
person will be contacted and advised to stay off the property and away from the dog.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05089    Officer: J. Sherrill     Date: 05/15/2012MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers located a wanted person in the 700 block of W. Beech St. Dani Ranson, age 27 of Lamar, was ar-
rested on a felony warrant out of Prowers County.  She was transported to Prowers County Jail and held on a 
$10,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05097 Officer: J. Curtis Date: Tue May 15, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1100 block of S. Main St. on a report of a subject yelling at people. Subject was 
advised to keep quiet. Subject stated he would keep the noise down.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1394 fingerprinting of public       09:27:50 05/16/12 M Ruiz          OHS
Thomas Bateman was in to register as a sex offender.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-05128   Officer: Kenny Davis    Date:05/16/2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Code enforcement officer responded to the 1800 Block of S 10th St.  concerning gophers in the yard. Citizen 
was advised as to what he could do to correct the problem.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05153  Officer: G. Ibarra  Date: Wed May 16 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 blk of N. 4th St. on a report of a fight in progress.  Officers found the fight to 
be between sisters.  Sisters were separated for the evening and refused to assist in the prosecution.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05154 Officer: Inman Date: Wed May 16 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 blk. of S. 9th St. for a report of animal parts being thrown into the yard. The 
resident was unsure of when and who threw it into the yard. Officers did not observe any criminal activity.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1408 Agency Assistance              14:58:36 05/17/12 J Parker        OHS
Det. J. Parker responded to the N. Port of Entry on a report of a semi dragging a fuel pump hose.  The hose 
belonged to a fueling station in Lamar and the truck was returned to the store.  The Lamar Police Department 
handled the investigation.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1411 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 16:04:01 05/17/12 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy dispatched to the 800 block of West Vaughn Street on a report of someone putting nails and screws 
under the RP’s tires to her vehicle. Deputy contacted a person possibly responsible and informed him not be 
on the property.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1414 Fire                           18:18:14 05/17/12 R Rodriguez     NCR
Deputies Rodriguez and Palacios responded to the river bridge north of Lamar on a report of a car fire.  Depu-
ties did traffic control while Rural Fire put the fire out.  No criminal activity was observed.

Case#: 12L-05199 Officer: Pierce Date: Fri May 18 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to the 700 block of South Mullen Street on a report of a fight in progress. Officers arrested Wade 
Robinson, 49, of Lamar on Domestic Violence and Restraining Order Violations. Wade Robinson is held at Prowers 
County Jail on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1420 Wanted Person                  08:59:28 05/18/12 L Pierce        OHS
Casandra Bastian 28 of Lamar was arrested on two Prowers County District Court warrants both were for 
Failure to Comply. Bond is set with both cases at $5000.00 Cash/Surety.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1425 Agency Assistance              15:18:00 05/18/12 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy responded to the 300 block of West Broderick Ave in Granada to assist the Granada Police Depart-
ment with a fight in progress. Deputy transported a male subject to the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1434 Burglary                       16:27:42 05/19/12 Shawn Stone     ACT
Deputy dispatched to the 100 block of North Frederick Ave in Bristol on a report of a burglary. Upon arrival 
Deputy found someone had broken into a residence, rummaged through everything, and possibly took some 
items.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1441 Domestic Violence              22:31:30 05/20/12 M Palacios      OHS
Deputy Palacios responded the 34000 blk of Cnty 10 on a report of a possible Domestic Violence. Deputy 
found there was party going on at the residence.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1432 REDDI                          13:33:26 05/19/12 Shawn Stone     OHS
Deputy dispatched to the junction of Highway 50 and Highway 287 on a report of a semi weaving across the 
roadway. Deputy located the semi at the Wiley C Store.  The driver was ok and had traveled on the shoulder 
trying to get the vehicles behind him to pass.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-05208 Sgt. Losa Date: Fri May 18 13:35:39 MDT 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 900 block E. Olive St, on a report of a shoplifter. The juvenile in this case was 
cited and released to a parent.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05223  Officer: J Jenkins  Date: Fri May 18, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 2200 block of Saddle Club Drive for a report of a injury accident on private prop-
erty.  A juvenile was transported to PMC.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05225  Officer: J Jenkins  Date: Fri May 18, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 600 block of North Main Street for a report of a theft for fuel.  The officer docu-
mented approximately $400 in stolen fuel.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-05227  Officer: J.C. Sherrill  Date: Sat May 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 400 block East College Road on the report of a juvenile problem. Reporting party 
advised he just wanted the juveniles to see police in the area so they would leave.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-05276  Officer:J.C. Sherrill  Date:Sun May 20 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 block of West Hickory Street on the report of a domestic violence incident. 
Michael Mcgee (33) of Lamar was arrested and is being held at Prowers County Jail with a bond of $750.00.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-05283  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sun May 20, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 600 block N Main St for a report of a naked man. Officers contacted the reporting 
parties but the man had already left the area. Officers were unable to locate the man.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-05309  Officer: J.C. Sherrill  Date: Mon May 21 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers performed a traffic stop in the 100 block E. Oak St. Officers were unable to locate the occupants of 
the vehicle as they fled on foot.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1447 Sexual Assault                 18:18:17 05/21/12 Shawn Stone     ACT
Deputy took a report of a possible sex assault on a child that occurred in Bristol. Case is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1448 Agency Assistance              19:26:28 05/21/12 J Parker        OHS
Deputies responded to the 200 blk of S. Inge St. in Granada to assist the Granada Police Department with a 
suicidal subject.  Granada handled the investigation.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com



DeWitt Excavating, Inc.

DeWitt Excavating, Inc. has been in business for 38 years.  
Terry & Janet DeWitt started out in March of 1974 with one 
backhoe and one dump truck, operating out of their home on 
Main Street.  In November 1989, they moved to their current 
location, 7395 US Highway 50 in Lamar, Colorado.  Dustin 
started working full time in the summer of 1991 after gradu-
ation.  Staci started working full time in the spring of 1993.  
DeWitt Excavating incorporated in 1998.  Today, DeWitt Ex-
cavating, Inc. has 15 employees.  Dustin DeWitt is the current 
President, Terry DeWitt, Vice-President, Staci DeWitt, Secre-
tary and Janet DeWitt, Treasurer of the Corporation.

 DeWitt Excavating, Inc. is a member of the US Chamber 
of Commerce since 1991, Lamar Chamber of Commerce since 
1991, National Federation of Independent Businesses since 
1975, Land Improvement Contractors of America & Colorado 
Cattleman’s Association.

DeWitt Excavating, Inc. offers backhoe, dozer, excavator 
and mini-excavator, loader & skid loader, trencher and truck-
ing service for projects like leveling and grading, excavation 
and earth moving, demolition, ditch and drainage work, irriga-
tion, sewer, water and gas lines, septic tank installation, digging 
basements, foundations, grain hoppers and pools, snow remov-
al and oil field work.  Just ask…we do just about anything.  
DeWitt Excavating, Inc. also stocks a complete inventory of 
pipe and pipe fittings from 1” to 36”, valves and hardware for 
nearly any type of pipe line repair or new installation.  If we 
don’t carry it, we will do our best to get it for you.  DeWitt 
Excavating, Inc. also offers sand, gravel, rock and fill dirt.  All 
services are available for agricultural, commercial, residential 
and industrial.  Our services are available for projects of any 

size and our expert team has the knowledge and expertise to 
get the job done right the first time.

Our goal is to provide courteous, expedient and profes-
sional services.  DeWitt Excavating, Inc. is proud of the ser-
vice we deliver and our reputation for customer satisfaction.  
Cutting corners is not an option for us, so we have honed 
our ability to still provide affordable service while maintain-
ing the highest standards.  At De Witt Excavating, Inc., we 
offer a competitive price.  Our highly skilled and qualified 
team is dedicated to doing a quality job as efficiently and 
cost-effectively as possible.  We are not satisfied until we 
have completed each job to our customers’ satisfaction.

Proudly serving:  Southeast Colorado and the sur-
rounding areas.

DeWitt Excavating, Inc. is a family-owned-and-operated 
business that is licensed, bonded and insured for your protec-
tion.  Whether you have a small job or a large job, choose De-
witt Excavating, Inc. for all of your EXCAVATING and IRRI-
GATION services and put our experience to work for you.

DeWitt Excavating, Inc. is open Monday through Friday 
from 7:30am to 5pm and on Saturday’s from 8am to 12pm.  
If you need parts or service after hours, just give us a call at 
719-336-4455.  Our fax line is 719-336-8150.  You can 
email us at dewittexc@hotmail.com and view us at our web-
site at dewittexcavating.com. 7395 US Highway 50

7395 US Hwy 50 • 719.336.4455

May 23, 2012



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

COMING SOON...   The Cow Palace Espresso Bar
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

COMING SOON Th C P l E B

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing
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Lamar Community College Contributes 
$32.471 Million to Local Communities

STUDY SHOWS CCCS COLLEGES CONTRIBUTE $3.01 BIL-
LION TO STATE AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES

(Lamar, Colorado, May 22, 2012)  Dr. Nancy McCallin, president 
of the Colorado Community College System (CCCS) recently released 
a study detailing the economic impact CCCS’s 13 colleges have on their 
local communities and on the state as a whole. This study documents the 
vital role community colleges play in the economic future of Colorado 
and in the lives of the 162,000 students they enroll.  Highlights of the 
study found that the state-wide, total economic impact of the 13 colleges 
in the Colorado Community College System is $3.01 billion annually.   

This number represents the increased income that students earn, as a 
result of the education they receive from a community college and the en-
hanced output of businesses because of the highly trained workforce from 
the Colorado Community College System.  In addition, for every dollar 
students invest in their education within the Colorado Community Col-
lege System, on average, they see an increase of $3.10 in their working 
careers.  On an annual basis, after adjusting for inflation, students receive 
an 11% rate of return on the money they invested in their community 
college education.  State and local governments will see, on average in 
today’s dollars, a rate of return of 5.9%, as a result of their investment in 
the 13 colleges in the Colorado Community College System.   

At Lamar Community College, the total economic impact is esti-
mated to be $32.471 million.  On average every dollar that LCC students 
invest can result in an increase of $3.70 in their working careers.  On an 
annual basis, after adjusting for inflation, students receive a rate of return 
of 13.1% on the money they invested in their community college educa-
tion.  State and local governments see, on average in today’s dollars, a rate 
of return of 6.3%.  

“The results of this study clearly demonstrate the value of communi-
ty colleges to the students, the taxpayers, and businesses in Colorado.  As 
our students earn their higher education, they become more employable, 
they are paid better, and can then afford to invest in the kinds of products 
and services to improve their lives,” said McCallin.  “Additionally, busi-
nesses benefit by having higher skilled employees, thus enabling them to 
grow, hire more employees, and strengthen the economy. “We are pleased 
that the results of the study show that community colleges are a wise 
investment of taxpayer and student money because the return is substan-
tial,” she added.  “There is the added benefit of community colleges of-
fering educational opportunities for individuals who otherwise might not 
have them because of our affordability, accessibility, and flexibility.”  

“This study is different in that it attempts to measure the extended 
economic impact beyond direct spending in our local economy and in-
cludes the added value to our students’ lives,” commented LCC President 
John Marrin.  “The college’s mission is ‘to enrich lives through learning.’  
This study illustrates how an investment in one’s education benefits stu-
dents and their families in real and tangible terms.  In turn, our graduates’ 
contributions to our area productivity expand our economy and enrich 
our communities.”  

The study was done by Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc. (EMSI).  
EMSI is a professional service firm that provides economic consulting to 
colleges. Since 2000, EMSI has produced over 1,100 economic impact 
studies for many of the community colleges in the U.S.  CCCS comprises 
the state’s largest system of higher education, serving more than 162,000 
students annually. It oversees career and academic programs in the 13 state 
community colleges and career and technical programs in more than 160 
school districts and six other post-secondary institutions.  CCCS colleges 
include Arapahoe Community College, Colorado Northwestern Com-
munity College, Community College of Aurora, Community College of 
Denver, Front Range Community College, Lamar Community College, 
Morgan Community College, Northeastern Junior College, Otero Junior 
College, Pikes Peak Community College, Pueblo Community College, 
Red Rocks Community College, and Trinidad State Junior College.


