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PJ Wilson Resigning from Lamar City Council
City Councilman P.J. Wilson announced that he will be stepping down from the council as
his family has purchased a home outside the city boundaries, no longer allowing him to serve
out his full term. He stated that his final day in office would be March 12, unless a replacement
for his seat is found prior to that date. Wilson represents Ward II in Lamar. He said he has
appreciated working with all council members and enjoyed the time he was given to represent
his community. Wilson said he would continue to look for other community-oriented pursuits
where he could offer his services.
The Lamar City Council held one public hearing and delayed a second one during their
February 13 meeting. The first concerned amending the 2003 CDOT revised Colorado Model
Traffic Code regarding penalties for vehicle and pedestrian traffic in the city and adopting the
2010 version. The revised ordinance adjusted penalties to conform to the 2010 modifications,
essentially increasing a parking fine in Lamar from $1 to $15. The second public hearing was
scheduled to deal with approval of a contract update and renewal between the city and Cablevision Systems Corporation, formerly Bresnan Communications, LLC. That company assumed
ownership of Bresnan Communications and their contract with the city expires September 12,
2014. The hearing was postponed until March 26 because the city council had not been given
all the pertinent information needed to conduct the hearing. The council is considering a resolution authorizing renewal of the Cablevision Franchise Agreement which begins September
2014 and ends on September 12, 2019.
The council approved the re-appointment of Daniel Neuhold for a five-year term expiring February 1, 2017 on the Water Advisory Board, and the appointment of Bryce Hiigel
to the Parks and Recreation advisory Board for a three-year term which expires in February
2015. Other contract considerations included approval to Miranda Hubbard, personal exercise
trainer, for a six month rental of the city’s Cardio Vascular and weight room at the community
building. The contract amount is for $100 per week. Another agreement as outlined by Police
Chief Gary McCrea, included security services to be provided by the Lamar Police Department for a “Caged Conflict” event at the Community Building on Saturday, February 18 from
6pm to midnight. The promoter, Donald Martinez, requested eight Lamar Police Officers to
provide security between 6pm and midnight at $30 per hour, per officer. Up-front payment of
$1,440 has been requested by the Police Department.
The council set March 12 for public hearings on two separate annexation resolutions. Earlier, the city council received petitions for annexation for two residential properties having
identical ownership. As explained by City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker, Dustin Langston
requested annexation of two properties, one of which is contiguous to current city boundaries along Yucca Street West and South 14 Street. The annexation of the first property will
allow the second to then be contiguous to city property and may also be annexed within city
boundaries. The other public hearing concerns a petition for annexation of just over five acres
of vacant property adjacent to Memorial Drive, near CR EE5, owned jointly by Mark Bosley,
Monette Strailer and Niccola Lauritsen. The property is currently zoned A-3 Fragile Land. It
was recommended that the annexed property be rezoned to O-E, Open Estates.
Lamar and Prowers County have been selected to host this summer’s State High School
Rodeo Championships, June 6–10 at the Prowers County Fairgrounds. Mayor Stagner said he
met with the Prowers County Commissioners regarding use of some city equipment to help
host the event, an agreement similar to the last time Lamar hosted the event. Stagner said the
county is seeking, at no cost, use of the city ambulance crews, some police drive-thrus, additional dumpsters and some picnic tables, as well as pool passes for the rodeo contestants. The
council was generally in agreement to approve the request, but it will be formally placed on the
agenda for action on February 27. Please read the complete article online at: theprowersjournal.com. By Russ Baldwin
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Win a $100 Gift Certificate

Get ALERT for the perfect prize this winter. Register by 5pm, April 2nd, 2012} to receive
breaking news from The Prowers Journal email Alerts, and you could win a $100 gift certificate from J & N Shoes, downtown Lamar.
J & N Shoes provides shoes, clothing and sports gear for the entire family. There’s no
obligation to register for The Prowers Journal Alert emails, sponsored by Colorado East Bank
& Trust. We email only breaking news stories to the email address you select, and that your
email address is kept confidential. Stay up to date on local activities in your community…
breaking news stories, sometimes within minutes of it happening! Register your email at theprowersjournal@gmail.com.
Remember our winter winner will be selected from all entries April 2nd, 2012 at 5pm and
will get a $100 gift certificate from J & N Shoes, 100 South Main Street, Lamar.

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
County Explores Mobile Meat Processing Unit
A full service Mobile Meat Processing Plant would cost in the neighborhood of $750,000
according to Bruce Fickenscher, CSU livestock representative for the southeast Colorado region. He was accompanied by Wilma Trujillo, CSU Extension Agronomist when they met
with the Prowers County Commissioners February 9 to discuss the cost and aspects of operating such a facility in the county.
Now that the closest meat processing facilities are in Fowler, Leoti or Lakin, having one
that can travel around the county and provide almost doorstep services seems attractive. But
Lamar seems to be off the radar as a site, and the commissioners offered an alternative to
the Rocky Mountain Farmer’s Union, when that organization requested a letter of support
from Prowers County, for the La Mesa Grande Natural Meat Processing Facility. The commissioner’s response read, “We respectfully point out that Otero County already has a meat
processing facility located in Fowler. We strongly encourage you to look at Kiowa, Bent, Baca
and Prowers County for potential sites to locate such a facility.”
No specific grants were discussed to fund such a project, and there’s no indication of private capital to start such a venture. Fickenscher said the operation could be streamlined to kill
and process the beef, but another segment to consider is cutting, wrapping and storage for a
host of customers. Each segment would run about $350,000 he estimated, and would employ
between three to seven persons, given the scope of the operation. Some zoning restrictions
need to be considered regarding disposal of offal and quality of water. Regulations dictate
water quality levels if the beef would be rated by the USDA or for custom processing.
In other action, the commissioners approved the annual rental agreement for the county
fairgrounds for the Southeast Colorado Shrine Club Circus on May 28, 2012, as well as for
the Lamar Community College, three day rodeo held October 5-7. The rental agreement for
the fairgrounds for the Sand and Sage Demolition Derby on June 16 was also approved. Please
read the complete article online at: theprowersjournal.com. By Russ Baldwin
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Granada Trustees Discuss Water Tank Rental
The Granada water tower is being considered as host site for an antenna for Ark Valley Internet or Atmos Energy. Tom Schlesener, an Atmos representative, explained to
the Granada Trustees during their February 8 meeting, his company’s antenna would be
used to conduct meter readings in the community in a two mile radius. Atmos is beginning to phase in automated readings, but the antenna requires a specific high point in a
community in order to ensure accuracy and full coverage. He said work is underway on
making similar upgrades in Greeley and in Canon City. If the water tank is not available
he said Atmos would consider a portable tower. Neither the Trustees nor Schlesener had a
specific rental price in mind, but he would run some cost figures and visit the Trustees in
the future and provide additional information. He did say the antenna needs to be at the
top of the tank, and could not be blocked by other structures as it would limit the ability
to read meters. A written proposal from Ark Valley Internet for the same use of the water
tank indicated they could quickly install their antenna if an agreement was reached with
the Trustees. Mayor Lesli Baca said she would inquire about the logistics of mounting an
antenna, running electricity to power either operation, the duration of the contracts and
insurance requirements.
Granada Police Chief David Dougherty and Officer Daniel Gorton discussed a recent
DUI and identity theft program they presented to Granada school students. Gorton told
the Trustees he was interested in teaching an Explorer’s Post for students between 14 and
21, and would focus on law enforcement techniques as well as an overview on becoming
a police officer. Gorton said he would cover the $60 initial cost for the program which
would cost $10 per student for membership. The Trustees noted that Gorton’s employment contract with Granada expires on July 31 because his salary is covered by a time
limited grant. Chief Dougherty said the town can apply for an extended grant, but if not,
he could take over the instructor duties, consisting of from one to two hours a month.
Trustee Tom Grasmick recommended the Explorer program be made contingent on acquiring a grant extension.
The officers discussed Ordinance 2012-001 restricting semi’s and heavy-load trucks
from parking on paved streets in Granada. The vehicle weight is damaging the roadways.
Officer Gorton said one drawback is not being able to accurately weigh each vehicle as
the town has no scales. Gorton said he’d rework the ordinance draft for a first reading by
the Trustees in March.
The Trustees and Prowers County Commissioners Gene Millbrand and Joe Marble
spoke at length on financing for the Senior Club using the city complex. Over the years,
Millbrand explained, initiating parties and memories of how costs and payment would be
administered, have altered. At present the Granada Senior Group does not pay for use of
the center, a situation the Trustees believe needs to be altered. The Granada Seniors have
stated their purchase of tables and chairs for the center is compensation for their use of
the building. Trustee Shannon Venturi said she remembers the original agreement having
the seniors compensate the town for the cost of clean up for the kitchen, bathrooms and
the center in general, after they had used the building. The seniors groups in the four
towns in the county receive $963 a quarter, funds from an Area Agency on Aging grant,
administered by the county. Each senior group has their own agreement with their towns
on how maintenance and utility costs are allocated and paid for. Granada Trustee Tom
Grasmick said he would meet with the Seniors Group at their next meeting, stating, “We
need to get this thing settled one way or another.” On a smaller financial concern, the
commissioners said they have advertised the Granada and Hartman pool tables for sale at
$500 each, as they receive little use through the year.
John McMillan told the Trustees road grading continues in town with only a few roads and
alleys are left. Regarding having a public service worker driving Granada pick up trucks, the
Trustees said there was no problem, provided the driver had proof of insurance. McMillan
said he will require a couple of loads of cold seal shortly, as he has gone through two so far
this winter. The Trustees decided to continue advertising for a landfill worker as only one
week of announcements have been underway. In other action, the Trustees approved the
liquor license renewal for Chez DuVall’s Restaurant, and approved the consent agenda including use of the complex for the February 20 Granada Pride pancake supper, a baby show
on March 10 and the Granada Pride Spaghetti Supper on March 23. By Russ Baldwin

Obituaries

Michael A. “Mike” Johnson - December 10, 1944 – February 9, 2012 - A memorial
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service for longtime Lamar resident, Michael A. Johnson, affectionately known to many
as Mike, will be held at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, February 15, 2012 at the Peacock Family
Chapel with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church officiating. Per Mike’s request,
cremation will take place and there will be no visitation. For current information and
online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Rosendo “Rosie” Ulibarri - March 16, 1938 – February 10, 2012 - A funeral service
for longtime Lamar resident, Rosendo “Rosie” Ulibarri was Tuesday, February 14, 2012
at the Peacock Family Chapel. Interment followed at the Riverside Cemetery. Memorial Contributions may be made to the Lamar Area Hospice either direct or in care of
the funeral home office. For current information and online condolences please visit the
website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Scott N. Bowen - July 13, 1960 – February 8, 2012 - A Celebration of Life service
for former Chivington, Colorado resident and current Claremore, Oklahoma, resident
Scott N. Bowen was February 14, 2012 at the Eads United Methodist Church in Eads,
Colorado. For additional information and online condolences please visit the website at
www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Edith M. Barnes - February 27, 1915 – February 12, 2012 - A funeral service for
longtime Holly, Colorado resident, Edith M. Barnes, will be held at 1:00 PM Thursday
February 16, 2012 at the Cowboy Church in Holly-204 S. 5th St. in Holly. Robin Van
Kempen will officiate the service. A private family in-urnment service will be held at a
later date. Visitation for Edith will be held from 11:00 AM until service time on Thursday February 16, 2012 at the Cowboy Church in Holly. For additional information and
online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Rex A. Dennis - January 29, 1958 – February 11, 2012 - Memorial services for longtime Hartman resident, Rex A. Dennis will be held at 10:00 AM, Friday, February 17,
2012 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church
officiating. In-Urnment will follow the service in the Hartman Cemetery. For online
condolences, please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Please find additional Obituaries on the back of the Business of the Week insert.
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FREE TESTING SERVICES
HEMOGLOBIN A1C, LIPID, AND PREGNANCY

Available on a walk-in basis at any one
of our three Clinic locations:
Lamar Medical Clinic, 719-336-6767
Holly Medical Clinic, 719-537-6642
Las Animas Family Practice, 719-456-6000
Available at no cost and
at your convenience.

www.prowersmedical.com

Restaurant Supplies
Janitorial Supplies
Party Supplies

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

for more information:

Upcoming Events
Thursday, February 16 - Lamar Chamber of Commerce Board • Prowers County

Commissioners • PCDI Annual Meeting/Banquet, Cow Palace Inn, 6:30pm
Friday, February 17 - Wiley Lions Soup and Pie Supper, Wiley School
Saturday, February 18 - 2nd Annual Sweetheart Stroll, 10am, Lamar Community Building
Monday, February 20 - President’s Day • Granada Pride 9th Annual Pancake Supper,
5-6:30pm, Com Center • S.E. Colo Concert, 7pm LHS Auditorium, Scott Woods Band
Tuesday, February 21 - Lodging Tax Panel, 4pm, PCDI Office • 62nd Annual Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5-7pm @ 1st Presbyterian Church, 6th & Parkway
Wednesday, February 22 - PMC Board Meeting, 7pm • 1st Anniversary of The
Prowers Journal • 6pm, Free Dinner, 1st Southern Baptist Church, 706 West Pearl •
Ash Wednesday • Washington’s Birthday
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Classes - Wednesdays
at 6:30p

811 S. Main
Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-5343
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Classes - Wednesdays
7p to 8p

811 S. Main
Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-5343

