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FREE
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Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

Jump Start Your Career
If 2012 started before you were set, 
there is still time for you to fit college 
into your schedule.  Consider taking 
CCCOnline courses or apply for summer & 
fall admission. See www.lamarcc.edu or call 

336.1580 for more informa  on. 

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

110 North Main in Lamar
336-FLIP (3547)

Reserve Your Unique Birthday Party Today!!

WILD WEST
ATHLETICS
WILD WEST
ATHLETICS

Roll     Spin     Tumble     Leap
Jump      Move      Flip
Poise  •  Strength  •  Skill

110 North Main in Lamar
336-FLIP (3547)

110 North Main in Lamar
336-FLIP (3547) 

Roll     Spin     Tumble     LeapPoise  •  Strength  •  SkillJump      Move      Flip

205 South 10th Street, Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.3434

www.junipercommunities.com

Therapy:

• Physical

• Occupational

• Speech

Nurturing the spirit of lifeSM

Seufer Declares His Candidacy for County Commissioner
Holly area resident and farmer, Donald Seufer, Democrat, has announced his candi-

dacy for District 1 Commissioner in Prowers County, currently held by incumbent Henry 
Schnabel. Seufer is the first democrat to declare for public office in the county this year. 
Schnabel is being challenged for his seat by fellow Republican, Lamar businessman Mike 
Parker.

Seufer is a lifelong resident of Prowers County, engaged in ranching and farming 
several miles outside the Holly area. “I have the last farm in the state, bordering Kansas,” 
he said. He mentioned his familiarity with the country between townships 41 through 47 
and 21 and 27. Seufer is a board member of the Amity Canal, as well as LAMA, Lower Ar-
kansas Valley Water Management Association. He’s also a member of the Colorado Cattle-
man’s Association and past member of the Northeast Prowers County Soil Conservation 
Board during the time the N.E. Prowers County Weed Control District was formed. He’s 
also past director of the FSA (ASCS) for 13 years, past member of the Prowers County 
Fair Board and past member of the Holly Fair Board. He said water issues in the county 
will be one of his priorities as commissioner. “Water indirectly affects everybody, from 
those on Main Street to folks out on the state line like me,” he stressed.

Seufer holds a Bachelor of Science degree in geology and his wife, Suzanne was co-
owner of the Holly Department Store from 1978 to 2002. She is presently employed at 
Southeast Colorado BOCES and has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Education and is a for-
mer teacher. The couple has four children, two of whom are active in ranching in Prowers 
County with their spouses. The Seufer’s also have four grandchildren.

Prowers County Democratic Chairperson, Jillane Hixson, said she expects additional 
democratic candidates to make their candidacy known in the next few days, but was not 
specific on the individual or office being sought. The local democratic caucus is set for 
March 6 at Lamar High School. Precincts 2, 3 & 13 will meet at the Catholic Hall on 6th 
St. in Holly. By Russ Baldwin

City Council Ponders Employee Compensation, 
Amtrak Lobbying Funds

The Lamar City Council dealt with several financial issues during their February 27 
meeting…compensation for city employees who furthered their education for increased 
job performance, funding to help maintain an Amtrak route through southeast Colorado, 
a home winterization project for qualified citizens and the purchase of a replacement 
bookmobile for the Lamar Library.

The evening work session dealt with how to qualify incentives for continued educa-
tion for city employees. As outlined by Lamar Fire Chief Marshall Cook, he, and sev-
eral other city employees, were promised pay raises between 1% and 5% by former City 
Administrator Ron Stock when they completed additional educational goals or levels of 
certification for their jobs. The city council is now dealing with the fact that these were 
mostly verbal promises and there are no clearly defined or written guidelines on the pro-
gression of compensation. Current City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker said a few qualified 
employees have received raises for their certification goals, but some of those are several 
percentage points higher than are normally given. On the average, Pfeilsticker explained, 
the city pays up to $250 a year to cover tuition costs for certification levels, but not for 
books, and the employee must study on their own time. If you do not pass the course 
with a C grade, there is no compensation given. Councilman PJ Wilson said, “Let’s give 
out raises first to our employees who haven’t had any increase for the past several years.” 
Councilman Kirk Crespin voiced a similar sentiment stating that the city hasn’t the funds 
to pay for all certifications. Chief Cook explained that within the fire department, about 
one course for certification takes a full year, with compensation at only 2% of salary. He 
stated that the La Junta fire department has a higher pay scale than Lamar for almost iden-
tical positions, and he’d rather train from within his department, than hire from without. 
City Leisure Services Director, Rick Akers said he and other department heads would 
like to see some clear cut policies for this matter. “These employees have gone ahead and 
on a verbal promise from a city administrator, paid for tuition to help improve their job 
performance, are we not going to honor that agreement?” The council was informed that 
about eight student loans have been enacted, but no dollar figure was attached to the 
tuition. The issue will be studied by the council. Pfeilsticker said he’d like the council to 
budget for a professional competitive salary survey for city employees for next year, in the 
neighborhood of $35,000. “It’s something we really need to do,” he remarked.

The city council discussed, but took no action on funding for a Washington, DC 
lobbying firm, which would campaign to raise $112 million dollars in federal funding for 
repairs to help upgrade the BNSF/Amtrak rail line used by the Southwest Chief railroad 
route. Cities along the impacted route in Kansas, Colorado and New Mexico are invited 
to join the Kansas Southwest Coalition to hire Alston & Bird, LLP for lobbying services to 
promote funding to upgrade the track. The total cost is estimated at $300 million. Garden 
City, KS has pledged $20,000 for the first year. La Junta City Manager Rick Klein said 
he’d try to fund an equal amount to pay for the estimated $12,000 a month needed to 
secure the lobbying firm. City Treasurer Linda Rohlman said the city had about $10,000 
that could be used, but the council decided to wait to see how many other cities would 
weigh in with how much funding before they decided to commit any money. City Coun-
cilman Skip Ruedeman attended some preliminary meetings on the matter and stated that 
Amtrak could alter the route to bypass Colorado by January 2014. Lamar has just under 
2,000 passengers using Amtrak each year and La Junta has close to 8,000 riders, plus some 
17 Amtrak employees in their city.

The council authorized $15,000 in budgeted funds for the purchase of a replacement 
bookmobile for the Lamar Library. The county is contributing $12,500 to buy a 2012 
Dodge Grand Caravan which will be put into service, replacing the 1996 bookmobile. A 
smaller vehicle, the Outreach Services Caravan was purchased in a state bid for $20,786. 
In other library news, the council approved Judy Arnold for a five year term on the Lamar 
Library Advisory Board. Deano Scranton was also approved for a renewed five year term 
on the Planning and Zoning Commission, marking his fourth term in that position.

The city council adjourned from the regular meeting to conduct two executive sessions, 
one dealing with personnel matters and the other to discuss a potential legal action against 
the city. Please read the complete article online at: theprowersjournal.com. By Russ Baldwin

March Blown Away Sale!!
•

•

bettiann’s

One One Two South Main
in Lamar

719.336.4761

March Blown Away Sale!!
Spend $50 plus and receive

a $10 Loyalty Certificate*

 Spend $100 plus and receive
a $20 Loyalty Certificate* *Use for future purchase

Thur Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

Hi 60o

Lo  32o

Hi 66o

Lo 36o
Hi 67o

Lo 30o
Hi 52o

Lo  26o

Hi 64o

Lo 26o
Hi 44o

Lo 21o

109 West Lee Ave., #16-2 – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.8292

287925 US Hwy. 287 – Springfield, CO 81073
719.523.1892

"Your Insurance Specialist"

Farm/Ranch, Auto, Homeowners,
Crop, Commercial



PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-6767

HOLLY MEDICAL CLINIC
410 West Colorado  Holly CO

(719) 537-6642

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
304 Carson Avenue  Las Animas CO

(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS:  7:00 – 9:00 AM

EVENINGS:  4:00 – 8:00 PM

SATURDAYS:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Restaurant Supplies
Janitorial Supplies
Party Supplies also...

Shredding

PERFECT  SKIN 
PLUS

PERFECT  SKIN 
PLUS

206 S. 4th St. #2  •  336-7546

- Microdermabrasion - Dermarolling - Dermaplanning
- Skin Classic
   (acne, wrinkles, minor skin irregularities)

- Infrared Sauna
   (burn calories, arthritis pain, sports injuries and more)

- Compression Therapy Body Wrap
   (shape legs, arms, buttocks and belly, relieve leg pain, prevent
     development of cellulitis, reduce limb and body swelling, and more)

+++

for more information:

(719) 336-5343

W W W. D C 4 K . O R G

Classes - Wednesdays
at 6:30p

811 S. Main
Lamar, CO 81052

Divorced?
   Separated?
for more information:

(719) 336-5343
Classes - Wednesdays

7p to 8p
811 S. Main

Lamar, CO 81052

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

Call for Winter Hours!

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

Call for Winter Hours!

H i g h w a y  5 0  •  G r a n a d a ,  C O  8 1 0 4 1
( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 5   •   ( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 6

F i n e  D i n i n g ,  C a s u a l  A t m o s p h e re

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

WILEY
829-4811

LAMAR
336-4800

FDIC INSURED

Obituaries
Ernest “Ernie” Hofmeister - May 30, 1924 – February 23, 2012 - Funeral services 
for longtime Lamar resident, Ernest Hofmeister, affectionately known to many as Ernie, were 
held Monday February 27, 2012 at the Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Lamar, and 
burial followed at the Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar.  For additional information and online 
condolences please visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com. 
George Clayton Woodward - February 22, 1936 – February 18, 2012 - A memorial 
service for longtime Lamar resident George C. Woodward will be held at the Peacock Funeral 
Home on Saturday, March 3rd at 2:00 PM  with Reverend Kathy Leathers of the Holly United 
Methodist Church officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery.  Per George’s 
request, cremation will take place and there will be no visitation.  For current information and 
online condolences, please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com. 
Tommy Griffith - August 20, 1961 – February 25, 2012 - There will be no services or 
visitation at this time, as requested by Avondale, Arizona resident and former Lamar resident, 
Tommy Griffith.   Tommy was born on August 20, 1961 in Lamar to Hank and Isabell Grif-
fith and departed this life on Saturday February 25, 2012 in Avondale, Arizona at the age of 
50 following a short illness.  Those desiring may make memorial contributions to a charity of 
one’s choice either directly or through the Peacock Funeral Home in Lamar.
Deborah J. “Debby” Jeffryes - September 22, 1958 – February 26, 2012 - A funeral 
service for longtime Lamar resident, Deborah “Debby” Jeffryes, will be held at 11:00 AM, 
Friday March 2, 2012 at the Lamar Missionary Baptist Church in Lamar.  Burial will follow 
in the Riverside Cemetery in Lamar.  Visitation for Debby will be held from 1:00 PM to 7:00 
PM on Thursday, March 1, 2012 at the Peacock Funeral Home.  For additional information 
and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Win a $100 Gift Certificate
Get ALERT for the perfect prize this winter. Register by 5pm, April 2nd, 2012 to receive 

breaking news from The Prowers Journal email Alerts, and you could win a $100 gift certifi-
cate from J & N Shoes, downtown Lamar.

J & N Shoes provides shoes, clothing and sports gear for the entire family. There’s no 
obligation to register for The Prowers Journal Alert emails, sponsored by Colorado East Bank 
& Trust. We email only breaking news stories to the email address you select, and that your 
email address is kept confidential. Stay up to date on local activities in your community…
breaking news stories, sometimes within minutes of it happening! Register your email at:  
theprowersjournal@gmail.com.

Remember our winter winner will be selected from all entries April 2nd, 2012 at 5pm and 
will get a $100 gift certificate from J & N Shoes, 100 South Main Street, Lamar.

Upcoming Events
March 2-4 - Lamar Elks Lodge Gun Show
Friday, March 2 - Lamar No School, Friday, • Commodities Distribution, 8am at Lamar 
Sr. Center
Saturday, March 3 - Girls in the Middle Annual Convention, LCC, 8am-3pm • Cory 
Gardner Eads Town Hall Meeting, 8-9am, K-M Restaurant • Lamar Senior Center Dance, 
7pm with Lee Robinson
Monday, March 5 - Deadline for write-in PMC Board Candidate
Tuesday, March 6 - Democratic Caucus at Lamar High School, 7pm • McClave School 
Out at 2pm
Wednesday, March 7 - Lamar Council Breakfast Meeting, 7am, Daylight Donut • 
Holly Commercial Club, Noon, United Methodist Church • Holly Trustees Meeting, 
7pm, Depot • LCC Regional Science Fair, 8am-4pm • Wiley School Board Meeting, 
7:30pm • LCC Annual  Regional Science Fair

PMC CEO Jim Fairchild Announces Resignation
Lamar, CO – Jim Fairchild, Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Prowers Medical Center 

has announced his resignation from the hospital effective May 23, 2012.
Jim’s many years of experience as a hospital CEO and his familiarity with small, rural com-

munities will be greatly missed. It will be difficult to fill his healthcare vision and leadership 
role for the facility.

Jim has always demonstrated a “can do” attitude and a willingness to address the many 
healthcare challenges that present themselves. His ongoing commitment to provide quality 
healthcare services to Lamar and the surrounding communities has always been greatly ap-
preciated.

Quorum Health Resources and the Prowers Medical Center Board of Directors will begin 
the search process to fill the CEO position as soon as possible.

The Healthcare Team at Prowers Medical Center wishes Jim and his wife, Janet well as 
they begin their transition to pursue other endeavors.

New Board Members Attend PCDI Meeting
John Marrin, President of Lamar Community College, and Shawna Hodge, Lamar’s Main 

Street Director, sat in on their first PCDI meeting, Tuesday morning, February 28.  Both were 
elected to the board during the annual meeting of Prowers County Development Incorporated 
on February 16. 

Board members, after some discussion, decided to reduce the asking price for the Wash-
ington Street property, the former Big R warehouse and offices, by $25,000.  The building 
had been listed with local realtors since it was donated to PCDI last year, and is now listed by 
Hancock Realty with 90 days left on that contract.  The board will make a determination on 
how to market the property once the contract has expired.  The building has been appraised 
at $480,000 and the reduced price now has it listed at $575,000.  Board members would like 
to see it move, preferably to a business concern that could bring jobs to the county.  PCDI 
economic director Lisa Nolder said she has shown the property to oil and gas interests out of 
Texas, but nothing definitive has resulted from the discussions at this time.  Nolder noted the 
annual membership drive has been a success, with $10,000 donated so far from area busi-
nesses.  She said she will continue her efforts to meet a $20,000 goal for the year.  Nolder also 
reported that Prowers County is off the table as a site for a potential wind farm.  Colorado 
Springs Utilities had expressed interest in Washington and Prowers Counties as two locations 
for development with one company expressing interest in securing the contract.  Neither will 
be selected as Colorado Springs decided not to move on the power development project.   

Marrin and Hodge outlined LCC’s “Simple Steps” Workshop set for April 7 and 21 at 
the college campus.  The workshop will be taught by SCORE representatives from the Pueblo 
branch, focusing on information needed by area business entrepreneurs on the best means of 
starting their venture, how to market and develop a business plan, financial considerations 
such as cash flow and various funding institutions.  Marrin said a number of scholarship 
contributions have come in from Holly, Holly Commercial Club, Granada, Wiley, McClave, 
Lamar Chamber of Commerce, Board of Prowers County Commissioners, Lamar Partnership 
Inc and a private business donation through PCDI.  The cost of the program is $75 per person, 
a reduced price through the scholarship donations. 

Doug Harbour addressed board members on his water concerns in the region.  He would 
like to see a group formed to move 11% of Catlin water shares owned by the Colorado Divi-
sion of Wildlife and other sources to either the permanent pool at John Martin Reservoir and/
or Great Plains reservoirs.  His informational letter stated that he would like to see the Divi-
sion of Wildlife and Parks use the Catlin shares in wet years, to help bring of the Great Plains 
Reservoirs to zero gate.  Harbour requested a letter of support for his project and the board 
asked for additional information on his goals in order to proceed.  He said he would contact 
SEBREA and the tourism organization Canyons and Plains for their input as well. 

The PCDI board held elections for 2012 with Cathy Buxton remaining as president, and 
Lawrence Brase as treasurer, Shawna Hodge was voted vice-president.  The next board meeting 
will be held March 27. By Russ Baldwin
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