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FREE
Take One!

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

$$ LOANS $$
336-0901
Your Local
Supervised 
Lender

20% off*
limit one item per visit

exp. Dec. 31, 2011

112 South Main in Lamar
719.336.4761

downtown on the Santa Fe Trail

one item 
with this coupon
*except Willow Tree

Call... Clip... or Come by for

downtown on the Santa Fe Trail
bettiann’s

112 South Main in Lamar
719.336.4761

30% off ALL CHRISTMAS 
ITEMS

www.lamarcc.edu - 336.1580

Your Own Happy Ending
With 2012 fast approaching, now is the 

best  me to plan for your future.  Take the 
right courses or begin a program of study to 
reimagine your new life.  Start now; spring 

courses begin January 9th. 

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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Final Days Drive for Toys for Tots
Darlene Lopez, organizer of Toys for Tots in Prowers County, said close to 375 families, 

including some 650 children from toddlers to mid teens will be served for the Christmas holi-
day by the efforts of donations and volunteers again this year.

Lopez and her crew have been quietly assembling, cleaning and categorizing toys and as-
sorted gifts at the Prowers County Annex since October, preparing them for distribution on 
Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24.  Once the request lists have been compiled and gift bags 
sorted, volunteers will make their rounds in the county that afternoon, distributing gifts to those 
who needed a financial assist to make Christmas happen for their families.

This past Saturday, December 17, was the last big organizational push at the County An-
nex, the Toys for Tots headquarters.  Over a dozen people, young and old, were filling 30 gallon 
trash bags with toys from the distribution bins and placing them along the hallways for pre-
assigned delivery routes.  Lopez said finding gifts for boys and girls from 10 to 16 years in age 
have been crucial this season.  As usual, teen boys are the hardest to find gifts for.  Items such 
as colognes, batteries, hats, gloves, small cd players, sports items or electronic games are really 
needed.  For the girls, cosmetic items such as lotions, shampoos, soaps and toiletries make the 
best bet.  Lopez asks that clothing not be donated, as it’s hard to fit apparel to a family without 
always knowing sex or sizes.  She’s stated that you can’t go wrong with cash or gift certificates.  
Any gift donation should be left unwrapped at the collection boxes at Walmart, ALCO, Dollar 
General, the LCC Book Store or American Family Insurance on South 4th Street.  You can 
also drop off donation at Paul’s Body Shop on the KLMR curve across from the radio station.  
Lopez said only a couple of days are left early this week for making any donations.

The economy has always played a role in the amount of toy and cash donations, and their 
need.  This year, donation radiothons from KVAY and KLMR helped, but there has been an 
increased demand as well for the number of requests for assistance.   State tabulations indicate 
that Prowers County has one of the higher poverty level percentages in the state for children 
under 13, and 43 percent of the county is receiving food stamp aid.

Lopez said the volunteer drivers should report to the Lamar Middle School around 11am on 
Saturday to get their gifts and route assignments.  Folks will be heading to Granada and Holly 
and throughout Lamar until every bag has been distributed.  It usually takes a little over an hour 
to complete a route, depending on the number of volunteers that show up.  For additional infor-
mation, contact Darlene Lopez at 688-0167. By Russ Baldwin

LCC Reviewing Architect Designs for East
Maple Street WPA Restoration Project

Student enrollment is sluggish for the spring semester according to Lamar Community 
College President, John Marrin.  However, the welding program is at full capacity at the college 
and enrollment from area high schools for dual credit courses is growing.  Marrin provided 
an update for the Prowers County Commissioners this past Thursday, December 15.  “Lamar 
High School has 119 students enrolled in dual credit at the college,” he explained, “and there 
are 58 from Holly and 89 from Granada at this time.”  Dual credit courses at LCC allow high 
school students to gain academic credit for college courses taken during their senior year in 
high school. 

Looking to 2012 activities, Marrin said the annual economic impact statement will be 
issued by Lamar Community College next month.  The statement is an indicator of how the 
college’s finances, through payroll and other activities, impact the local area.  The Welfare 
Housing project on East Maple Street in Lamar is making headway.  Marrin displayed architect 
designs for the commissioners, showing how the buildings at the WPA site will be preserved 
and function for the college.  The complex, set on several acres south of East Maple Street, 
was constructed during the Depression by workers employed by the WPA, Works Progress 
Administration.  The college plans call for three of the buildings to be converted into apart-
ment housing or dorms for students, specifically those enrolled in the LCC Building Trades 
and Historical Preservation program.  The fourth building can be converted into a workshop 
or office space for students and the mid-section; the former men’s and women’s bathhouses can 
be converted into a multi-purpose museum and historical display area. 

Marrin said the project is funded for $500,000 with $368,000 from State Historical Fund-
ing and the balance from a Title 3 grant.  He expects some of the construction work to begin 
next spring.  Marrin said the college’s annual Conversation Day, open dialogue with commu-
nity leaders and college personnel and students will be held January 27 at the Wellness Center.  
This year’s theme is “Pathways”. 

In other action, the commissioners approved various action items including 2012 ambu-
lance and licenses and permits for Lamar, Holly and MedTrans Ambulance.  The approved 
a $17,000 Emergency Management Program Grant between the state and the county and 
approved a letter sent to Senators Bennett and Udall and Representative Gardner regarding 
funding for a supplemental grant for TANF, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. By Russ 
Baldwin

Lodging Panel Approves Events to Close Year of Funding
All three requests received funding during the last meeting of  the year by Lodging Tax 

Panel Board members, although not all votes were unanimous.   
Mary Breslin, Lamar Ledger publisher, requested funding for a full page ad in the paper’s 

tourism publication, Discover Magazine.   The board voted to approve a half  page adver-
tisement at $350 focusing on motel availability in the county.  Discover Magazine is a free, 
annual publication, distributed throughout the southeast Colorado region.  New editions are 
published every spring.

Axel Thurner, incoming Lamar Chamber of  Commerce President for 2012 requested and 
received $270 to help pay the cost of  the chamber’s annual fees for their new website.  Thurner 
also requested an annual contract from the Lodging Panel for future commitments, but Panel 
members decided against such a move, not wanting to commit future board members to their 
decision.  There was some discussion as to whether the county should be the party signing any 
contract of  that nature. 

Thurner also requested $600 in funding to help advertise a new event at the Prowers 
County Fairgrounds next April 28 and 29th.  Colorado Mounted Thunder out of  Pueblo, a 
horse riding and shooting team will perform in what will be billed as a ‘Border War’ this spring 
between teams from Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas and Oklahoma.  Thurner said the competi-
tion sport is gaining in popularity, combining horse riding skills with accuracy with a pistol, 
shotgun and rifle over a set course and time limits.  He said black powder blanks are used to 
shoot balloons over pre-arranged courses.  Some of  the funds would be used to hire local 
youths, perhaps from school sports teams to constantly replace the balloons at the arena dur-
ing the competition.  He anticipated some 80 to 90 entries would attend the spring event.  Pat 
Palmer recommended his request be raised to $1,000 and board members voted approval. 

A review of  the Lodging Tax Panel budget at year’s end shows $104,399.82 in expenses for 
2011.  Of  that $101,584 was generated from taxes on motel rooms and was spent on tourism 
related advertising, marketing and projects to benefit Prowers County. By Russ Baldwin



PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-6767

HOLLY MEDICAL CLINIC
410 West Colorado  Holly CO

(719) 537-6642

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
304 Carson Avenue  Las Animas CO

(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS:  7:00 – 9:00 AM

EVENINGS:  4:00 – 8:00 PM

SATURDAYS:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

Holly Town Government
Administrator ............................537-6633
Town Clerk ................................537-6622
Utilities ......................................537-6025
Sheriff ........................................336-8050
Non Emergency .........................537-6526
Fire Department ........................537-6650
Library .......................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic .................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center ................537-6555

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Granada Town Government 

Town Clerk ........................734-5411

Police .................................734-5211

Fire .....................................734-5211

Bristol Fire .........................734-5311

High School .......................734-5492

Restaurant Supplies
Janitorial Supplies
Party Supplies also...

Shredding

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

PERFECT  SKIN 
PLUS

PERFECT  SKIN 
PLUS

206 S. 4th St. #2  •  336-7546

- Microdermabrasion - Dermarolling - Dermaplanning
- Skin Classic
   (acne, wrinkles, minor skin irregularities)

- Infrared Sauna
   (burn calories, arthritis pain, sports injuries and more)

- Compression Therapy Body Wrap
   (shape legs, arms, buttocks and belly, relieve leg pain, prevent
     development of cellulitis, reduce limb and body swelling, and more)

+++

Obituaries
Elsie M. Rushton - April 13, 1920 – December 16, 2011 -    A celebration of life 
service for lifelong Holly Colorado resident Elsie M. Rushton will be held at 2:00 P.M. 
Wednesday December 21, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly, Colorado.  
Kevin May – minister will officiate and burial will follow in the Holly Cemetery. Those 
desiring may make memorial contributions to the Mountain States Children’s Home, 
P.O. Box 1097   Longmont, CO. 80502 or to the charity of the donor’s choice, either 
directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 275, Holly, CO. 81047.   
For additional information and online condolences please visit the website at www.val-
leymemorialfc.com.

Prowers County Sheriff’s Report, November 2011
The Prowers County Sheriff ’s Department made 300 service calls for November, 

2011.  Of those, 146 calls were in Lamar, 27 in Holly, Wiley had 14 and there were 109 
calls made in the County.  Forty-three calls in Lamar were jail related and 19 warrant ar-
rests were issued.  There were two calls for fraud or forgery cases and another two were 
drug related.  The county had 18 traffic offenses, three civil disputes and 13 calls were 
for animal problems.  Prowers County officers issued 53 warning tickets, 16 citations and 
six criminal summonses.  There were eight new cases assigned and 12 cases were cleared.  
Seventeen investigations resulted in charges being filed and eight investigations are still 
active. 

The inmate population has dropped this November compared to last year.  In 2010 
the jail had 60 men incarcerated and this past month there were 21 with 734 year-to-date.  
The number of female inmates showed a similar decrease with 22 for last November and 
nine for last month with 237 year-to-date.  The average number of inmates per day in 
November was 44, one less than year-to-date figures.  There were two inmates reported to 
immigration authorities at I.C.E. 

Courthouse security made three arrests on individuals who had warrants for their 
arrests and were seen entering the Courthouse.  The daily average number of people en-
tering the courthouse in November was 355, with a total of 6,752 screened through the 
security checkpoint. 

Prowers County Deputies charged four people with possession of marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia as a result of separate traffic stops in November.  On November 26, a Holly 
business reported a burglary.  Deputy Palacios responded and viewed the surveillance 
cameras.  Three suspects were identified and arrested than night.  A 13 year old Holly boy 
was charged with 2nd and 3rd degree burglary and theft, a 10 year old and a 15 year old 
Holly boy were also charged with complicity to commit these crimes.  All three were held 
in the Pueblo Youth Center. 

Inmate meals for November totaled $9,563.86.  Inmate medical expenses came to 
$5,020.84.  Jail expenses for November were $138,437.85.  Year-to-date expenses are 
$1,719,718.52.  The revenue earned for November was $55,042.74 and year-to-date is 
$307,715.29.  The budgeted expenses for the sheriff ’s office for 2012 is $2,027,559 and 
revenues for that year are budgeted at $352,725.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 22 - Lamar Chamber Board Meeting • No Elks Bingo • Winter 
Begins
Friday, December 23 - Lamar City Offices Closed-Friday 
Sunday, December 25 - Elks Christmas Morning Celebration, 9am to Noon, (Tom 
& Jerrys) 
Monday, December 26 - Sage Services Closed - No meals until Jan. 3rd • Lamar City 
Offices Closed-Monday 
Tuesday, December 27 - Lamar City Council Meeting (correct)              

Canyons and Plains Video Finding Wider Audience
Judy Walden and Mary Root of SECORHT, Southeast Colorado Regional Heritage 

Tourism, visited with board members of the Prowers Lodging Tax Panel this past Tuesday, 
December 13, thanking them for their past financial support.  They also distributed cd’s 
of the videos highlighting heritage tourism sites in southeast Colorado, honored this year 
by winning the 2011 Governor’s Award for Outstanding Community Tourism Initiative. 

Walden said the Canyons and Plains public service announcements highlighted such 
areas as Sand Creek, Camp Amache, Bent’s Old Fort, Boggsville National Historic Dis-
trict, Comanche National Grasslands and Historic Theaters of Southeast Colorado.  Each 
vignette runs two minutes, offering a brief historic narrative of each area, plus videos.  
Walden said beside the historic information provided, it’s the professional quality of each 
vignette that has also garnered attention throughout the state, wherever the videos have 
been shown. 

Root said, “It offers a quality that’s showcased for the big screen at a theater and 
the audience response has been quite positive.”  She added that the videos are also be-
ing viewed on PBS and noted that they’ve been running during episodes of, “This Old 
House”.  Walden added that at a time when museums across the country are closing due 
to financing problems, Denver is adding a new history museum which will showcase the 
southeast Colorado videos.  “The building entryway will have a three story tall atrium 
and a movie screen which on opening night will feature all six excerpts representing our 
area.”  She said the more the videos are being shown, the more southeast Colorado will be 
noticed by the tourist industry. 

Walden said the funding provided by the Lodging Panel over the years has been lever-
aged into over a quarter of a million dollars.  She wanted to thank each member for their 
continued support.  She also mentioned the efforts of Rick and Tina Ross, owners of the 
Lamar Theater, for their initiatives in starting the process of viewing the videos at historic 
theaters in southeast Colorado.  As soon as the first printings of 550 copies of the video 
have been distributed, there are plans to have them on sale at a nominal price at regional 
gift stores. By Russ Baldwin

Another Step Forward for Cow Palace Inn
Workers erected the new sign at the Cow Palace Inn Thursday, December 15.  The 

marquis now shows that the motel is operating under the Rodeway Inn Franchise. 
This is one of several renovations to the motel since it was purchased by Rodeway 

Inn earlier this year.  Manager Doug Thrall said the sign post at the south entryway will 
be used to highlight the businesses that rent office or retail space at the motel.  Other up-
grades include new furnishings for the Branding Iron Lounge and the inner dining room.  
The outer courtyard grill is being cleaned and some sections will be replaced so meals can 
be prepared there.  Once a new epoxy flooring has been laid in the kitchen, brand new 
cooking facilities will be installed as well.  Thrall said L.E.D. lighting has been installed in 
the foyer and inner hallway as well as the portico to the main entrance.  

Older Cow Palace Inn patrons will recognize the long familiar tile squares in the en-
tryway flooring that showcased area cattle brands.  Over two dozen employees were hired 
during a job fair last month and Thrall said he expects the kitchen to be in operation just 
after the New Year and the lounge should be open before that point. By Russ Baldwin


