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Your Own Happy Ending
With 2012 fast approaching, now is the
best Ɵme to plan for your future. Take the
right courses or begin a program of study to
reimagine your new life. Start now; spring
courses begin January 9th.

www.lamarcc.edu - 336.1580

Light Plant Layoffs in January, Online Schedule
Pushed Back to Summer
In a reluctant unanimous vote, Lamar Utility Board of Directors approved Resolution
1201 during their Tuesday meeting, December 13, to ‘Implement a Reduction in Force’.
Light Plant Superintendent Rick Rigel said the employee reduction, brought about by a
budget reduction from ARPA, will affect 13 employees who will be notified effective January 1, 2012. Rigel said the personnel budget from ARPA, “…was about $1.15 million less
in 2012, given operating conditions of eight months of reduced staff.”
This is a cost-saving move made in light of the Light Plant boiler not being able to
remain under EPA compliance guidelines for its air permit. Rigel said the plant has followed the boiler modifications made by Babcock and Wilcox, the boiler contractor, but
at this point the most recent online date for next March, has now been pushed back to a
non-specific point next summer.
The press release issued by ARPA and the Lamar Utilities Board reads in part, “The
Lamar Repowering Project suspended operations in mid-November following completion of testing of certain modifications which were intended to bring the facility into full
compliance with its air permit. Although the tests showed that the plant could operate in
compliance with its permit, it was unable to demonstrate sustained compliance. ARPA
is currently analyzing the test date with its boiler contractor, Babcock and Wilcox, which
was responsible for engineering and implementing the modifications. It is anticipated
that additional modifications will be necessary for the boiler manufacturer to comply
with all of its contract obligations, which include a reduction in emissions and improved
operating efficient.
Under the terms of a Compliance Order entered into with the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment earlier this year, ARPA and LUB are not permitted to
operate the LRP until they can demonstrate compliance with the air permit. Because it
is anticipated that the additional modifications will take several months, the ARPA board
has found it necessary to reduce the funding for plant operations and that will require the
LUB to reduce plant staffing. The suspension of Plant operations will not affect power
deliveries to the ARPA communities.”
Rigel said he hoped the employees being laid off would be able to find jobs as quickly
as possible, but he had no way of knowing at this point, if all those positions would need
to be filled right away, when the Repowering Project was ready to come back on line once
all the modifications to the boiler had been met.
Ron Cook, the newest member of the LUB asked Rigel if there was any way, “you
could go back on B and W because of these costs?” Rigel replied that, “In our discussions
with B and W, we have reserved our right to recapture all the costs that we think is the
result of the boiler not being operated in compliance.” Cook added that the fault lies with
B and W, but ARPA and LUB are going to take the hit in the public eye for the layoffs
and the employees and their families are also taking the hit because of the non-compliance
issue. By Russ Baldwin
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Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design • Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps
Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
email: lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

Lamar Re-2 School Board Certifies Student Count,
2011 Mill Levies
Board members for the Lamar RE-2 School District reviewed various finances
during their Monday night meeting, December 12. Superintendent Dave Tecklenburg said the board certified the mill levy, as set by the state for Tax Year 2011,
at 19.595, the same as 2010. This year’s budget and the next year was also discussed in light of the October student count conducted every year. Tecklenburg
said the new budget has to be adopted by the board by June 30 and a revised budget is due by January 31 following any revisions. “We have to project our revenues
in June, although we don’t know until October what kind of funding we’ll receive
based on the student enrollment,” he said.
The numbers are almost even with last year, coming in at a full time equivalency of 1,576.9 for funding, even though the actual student count, pre-school
through 12th grade, is 1,667 students. The Superintendent said it becomes complicated in that the pre-schoolers are only funded up to 51, and the district has
over 100 enrolled. By the same token, Kindergarten students are counted as
0.58% of a student. There was a decline of only 2.5 students from the previous
year in the current enrollment.
Tecklenburg said that despite the unused Lincoln school trailers being advertised and put out for bid, there were no responses and the District will probably
re-bid them in March. The District is waiting word on whether a grant for improvements to the Lamar Middle School will be approved. The City of Lamar
engineer provided some designs which were used as part of the grant application.
The Superintendent said the playing field at the Middle School is either too wet
at times, or just too hard packed and dry. The board would like to see the field
re-sodded or have new turf laid on, but grant funding will be needed. He said the
grant, if approved, would not be a direct funding, but would allow the district to
be put in touch with those who make the grant.
In other action, the board approved travel study requests for a FBLA State
Officer meeting; FFA/NWSS Day Rodeo in December and a Bison Judging Contest in January, both in Denver; Gifted/Talented Trip to Colorado Springs Space
Center and DECA to State Competition to Colorado Springs in February. The
board ratified the termination of Jesus Roman, Jr. as Special Education teacher aide at the Middle School; ratified hiring Mary Cochran as S.E. teacher aide
at the High School; accepted the resignations of Curtis West as custodian and
Rhonda Morrison as Parkview Music Teacher. The board approved the transfer
of Cindy Neuhold as Music Teacher to Parkview from Washington Elementary
and approved the hiring of Melissa Miller as a teacher aide at MHDC. The board
has also adjusted the monthly meetings, to being one hour earlier starting next
month, at 6:30pm. By Russ Baldwin

The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Run Smart

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.

Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling
6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax: 719-336-8159

PERFECT SKIN
PLUS

- Microdermabrasion - Dermarolling - Dermaplanning
- Skin Classic
(acne, wrinkles, minor skin irregularities)

- Infrared Sauna

(burn calories, arthritis pain, sports injuries and more)

- Compression Therapy Body Wrap

(shape legs, arms, buttocks and belly, relieve leg pain, prevent
development of cellulitis, reduce limb and body swelling, and more)

206 S. 4th St. #2 • 336-7546

Council Approves City Energy-Water Study
The Lamar Redevelopment Authority Board met to approve a resolution to appropriate funds for their 2012 budget. City Treasurer Linda Rohlman said the money is
expected from collections of property taxes in the Urban Renewal District. Revenues are
anticipated to be $128,531 with operating expenditures expected to be the same for four
local business interests: American Transit Work, LLC at $7,250; Holiday Inn Express at
$11,745; Thoughts in Bloom at $0.00; and Cow Palace Inn, LLC at $2,335. The County
Treasurer’s fee is budgeted at $3,856 and Undesignated Projects at $103,346.
The city council agreed to allow Honeywell Building Solutions to perform an analysis
of the city’s water and wastewater infrastructure and make recommendations on how the
city can pay for upgrades through the savings realized through more efficient energy savings and systems performance. As outlined in a letter to Honeywell Building Solutions
from Englewood, Colorado, Mayor Roger Stagner outlined areas of concern for the city,
centering on various water and wastewater developments and general city facilities. Some
areas included upgrading water metering systems, evaluate the efficiency of water treatment and distribution systems, and evaluate upgrades to the city’s well field and safety
and manpower efficiency. Areas of concern for the city include energy efficiency, lighting
improvements, HVAC systems and building envelope improvements for windows/doors/
roofs for the city’s airport terminal building, and the city complex including the Library,
Cultural Events Center and Fire Station. The project will be conducted in calendar phases
ranging from 60 to 120 days for a preliminary feasibility analysis, 90 to 180 days for detailed development of the projects and four to 12 months for implementation of the suggestions. The study will be conducted following the guidelines set up by the Governor’s
Energy Office and there will be no charge to the city for the feasibility study. The council
has the ability to proceed beyond the initial analysis provided by Honeywell. Read the rest
of this article online at theprowersjournal.com.
The city council ratified a December 1 phone poll appointing Houssin Hourieh of Lamar Light and Power and Lamar City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker to the ARPA Board
of Directors. The council took the action as no one had stepped forward to fill the positions left vacant by the retirement of Bob Schemahorn and the resignation of Rick Rigel
as ARPA interim general manager. Rigel has recently been approved as general manager
of ARPA, Arkansas Valley Power Authority, and as such, cannot serve on the board as that
could constitute a conflict of interest. By Russ Baldwin

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive Lamar CO
(719) 336-6767

HOLLY MEDICAL CLINIC
410 West Colorado Holly CO
(719) 537-6642

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
304 Carson Avenue Las Animas CO
(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS: 7:00 – 9:00 AM
EVENINGS: 4:00 – 8:00 PM
SATURDAYS: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
Obituaries
Eloise Friesen - May 16, 1917 – December 6, 2011 - Funeral services for Lamar resident
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Granada Town Government
Town Clerk.........................734-5411
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Fire......................................734-5211
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High School........................734-5492
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Eloise Friesen were held Friday December 9, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in
Lamar, Colorado. Pastor Bob McCumber officiated and burial followed in Fairmount
Cemetery, Lamar, Colorado.
Those desiring may make memorial contributions to
charity of donor’s choice either directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in
Lamar, Colorado. For addition information and online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Jack N. Rydberg - August 9, 1923 – December 6, 2011 - A celebration of life memorial service for longtime Wiley, Colorado resident, Jack N. Rydberg was held Wednesday
December 14, 2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel. Reverend T.L. Phillips of the Wiley/
McClave United Methodist Church officiated the service. A private family scattering of
cremains will take place at a later date. Per Jack’s request cremation has taken place and
there will be no public visitation. The family respectfully requests that in lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions be made to the LCC Horse Training and Management Scholarship Fund either direct or in care of the funeral home office. For current information and
online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Lois M. Greinke - May 23, 1919 – December 9, 2011 - Funeral services for recent
Syracuse, Kansas resident Lois Mae Greinke are pending with the Baldwin-Fairchild Funeral Home in Winter Park, Florida. Burial will follow in the All Faiths Memorial Park
Cemetery in Casselberry, FL. Per the family’s request there will be no local visitation.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Seasons of Life Living Center, P.O. Box
948, Syracuse, KS. 67878 directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box
275, Holly, CO. 81047. For additional information or online condolences please visit the
website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Pat Robinette - March 20, 1942 – December 9, 2011 - Services for former Lamar and
Sterling, Colorado resident, currently of Brush, Pat Robinette are pending at the Peacock
Funeral Home. Pat was born on March 20, 1942 at Denver, Colorado and passed away
on December 9, 2011 at her home in Brush, Colorado with her family by her side at age
69. For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Sandra Sue Miller - November 24, 1940 - December 9, 2011 - A come and go celebration of life memorial gathering will be held on Monday, December 19, 2011 from
3:00PM until 5:00PM at the Peacock Family Funeral Home. Per Sandra’s request cremation will take place and there will be no viewing. For current information and online
condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Vivian Ausmus - September 3, 1922 – December 13, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for
longtime Lamar resident Vivian Ausmus will be held at 2:00PM on Friday, December 16,
2011 at the Lamar Christian Church with Ray Matteson officiating. Interment will follow
at Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation for Vivian will be held on Thursday, December 15,
2011 from 1:00PM until 7:00PM at the Peacock Family Chapel. Memorial Contributions may be made to the Lamar Area Hospice and/or the Lamar Christian Church either
direct or in care of the funeral home office. For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
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Win a Christmas Tree from Guihen’s Lumber
Give yourself the gift of local news and a beautiful Christmas tree this year, when
you sign up for The Prowers Journal Alert sponsored by Colorado East Bank and Trust.
Guihen’s Lumber and Landscapes, 1006 East Olive in Lamar, is sponsoring The Prowers
Journal Alert contest with a pre-lit, three-foot Colorado Spruce tree. It can be used as a
tabletop model or can decorate a corner in your home or office. This three-foot Colorado
Spruce comes equipped with 100 clear lights.
Register online for your free membership to The Prowers Journal Alert and receive
timely local news stories from your email address. There’s no obligation and your email is
always kept private from other members. News is happening 24 hours a day, and you can
receive yours as fast as a phone call or a click of your mouse.
The deadline to register online is Monday, December 19 at noon and the drawing for
the tree will be held at 5pm that day. Just send your email for your Prowers Journal Alert
to theprowersjournal@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events
December 15-17 - 48th Annual Holiday Basketball Tournament
Friday, December 16 - Annual Elks Christmas Party
Saturday, December 17 - Music with Cody Blue, 7pm, Lamar Sr. Ctr
Tuesday, December 20 - PCDI Board Meeting, 7:30am • Alta Vista School Christ-

mas Program, 6:30pm

Thursday, December 22 - Lamar Chamber Board Meeting • No Elks Bingo •

Winter Begins

Friday, December 23 - Lamar City Offices Closed-Friday
Like Us on Facebook

Just Search for:

The Prowers Journal

Optimized for
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Scan with your
Smartphone

Holly Town Government
Administrator.............................537-6633
Town Clerk.................................537-6622
Utilities.......................................537-6025
Sheriff.........................................336-8050
Non Emergency..........................537-6526
Fire Department.........................537-6650
Library........................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic..................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center.................537-6555

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

