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Jingle, Jingle...

LCC’s Art, Craft, 
& Food Festival 

Give Santa a hand this holiday season

Saturday, November 12 at 9 a - 4 p 
LCC Wellness Center

Election 2011: Haggard & Medina Win
Prowers County election judges sifted through 1007 ballots that were delivered to the 

county courthouse yesterday.  The day before, they processed 1,500 total.  The last-minute 
ballots resulted in an almost three-hour wait after the polls closed before the results were 
known for Prowers County.  County Clerk and Recorder, Jana Coen, noted that because 
it was a mail-in ballot election this year, her office did not need to wait for the ballots to 
be driven in from all the outlying precincts.  However, the write-in candidate for Holly 
School Board did account for a minor portion of the wait. 

There were only two contested positions before the Lamar voters this year, City Council 
and Lamar School Board.  Incumbent Bev Haggard kept her seat on the Lamar City Council 
by defeating her challenger, Angela Warren for Ward 3 by a vote of 204 to 131…60% of the 
vote for Haggard and 39% for Warren.  That position carries a four year term. 

Ann-Marie Crampton ran unopposed for the council seat in Ward 1, held by Jim 
Larrick.  The councilman decided not to run for another term.  Mayor Roger Stagner was 
unopposed for his at-large seat this year, as was Skip Ruedeman from Ward 2.  Stagner will 
serve a two-year term and Ruedeman will have a four-year seat on the council.

The Lamar School Board had one extremely close contest with challenger Monty Thomp-
son vying for Allan Medina’s board seat.  Medina won with 826 votes to 805  for Thompson.  
Medina had 50.64% of the vote, while Thompson had 49.36%, for a 1.28% margin.

Mike Harvey, Danny Tinnes and Ron Peterson will serve on the Lamar Re-2 School 
Board.  Mike Harvey ran unopposed and replaces Elizabeth Whitham in District C.  Pe-
terson and Tinnes did not face opposition for their board seats.  Peterson will represent 
District D and Tinnes will complete his first full term representing District F.  Tinnes had 
been filling the seat left vacant by Connie Brase.  These positions are all four-year terms.

Voters were faced with two issues on the ballot.  Lamar residents decided to continue 
the city’s Home Rule Ordinance and maintain The Lamar Ledger as the local newspaper 
to provide financial information regarding city spending.  The vote was 680 to remain the 
same to 587 to use the city’s website as an information source for posted payroll and as-
sorted city finances.  The city would have saved approximately $3,500 a year if the change 
had been enacted.

County voters decided resoundingly against Proposition 103 which would have in-
creased state tax and state sales tax for five years to provide $3 Billion to be used for public 
education needs.  The county vote was 1,797 against and 671 in favor for 72.8% versus 
27.1%.  The proposition was defeated in state-wide balloting.

The Granada RE-1 District had three open seats for Districts B, D and F.  They will be 
filled by Regina J. Dorenkamp for B, Dee Melgosa for D and Joette DuVall for District F, 
as all three were unopposed in their election bid.  Three member-at-large board seats will be 
filled for the Wiley RE-13JT District.  John Waggoner and Jeff Millspaugh were term lim-
ited on the board and Donny Marsh and Andy Prosser will fill the positions.  Neither were 
opposed in the election.  The remaining board position will be filled by appointment.

The Holly School Board contest had three candidates for two positions.  Benny Ken-
nedy had 303, Cory Thompson had 296 and write-in candidate Teresa Neugebauer had 
87.  These figures are unofficial at this time.  The swearing-in ceremonies for Lamar City 
Council will be conducted at the November 14 meeting, according to Linda Williams, 
City Clerk.  As the city council also serves as the Lamar Redevelopment Authority, the 
question also arises if swearing -in ceremonies will need to be conducted for that body. By 
Russ Baldwin

Changes Underway at Hartman Cemetery
Bylaws or Board Members?  What’s Needed First for Hartman Cemetery? 

Who sets the bylaws, who enacts the bylaws, who controls the by-laws are the main 
questions regarding the East Prowers Cemetery District and specifically, the Hartman 
Cemetery.  The Prowers County Commissioners discussed how involved they should be 
with the Hartman Cemetery Board of Directors during their Thursday meeting.  They’ve 
stated in the past that they don’t want to have to micro-manage how the board functions. 
They will appoint, but the board will self-regulate under the scope of the bylaws for the 
district. 

A group of concerned citizens recently met with commissioners to air their grievances 
with the way the current board has handled maintenance at the cemetery, calling for the 
firing or resignation of Mark Bagley, the cemetery caretaker and all members of the board.  
Some members also called for a full audit of the district’s finances.  The commissioners 
don’t believe they have the authority to clear the board, and are determining what steps 
they can take in developing a system that works.  Jennie Marston, the newest board mem-
ber, submitted her resignation to the commissioners in a letter claiming she can’t make 
any headway for improvements under the current conditions.  Another board member, 
Annalee Crum, has verbally indicated she was going to resign, but hasn’t submitted an 
official letter at this time. 

One option discussed at the Thursday, October 27 meeting was to start advertising for 
interested persons who wanted to serve on the board, but wait until a full set of governing 
bylaws had been developed, under which the new board could properly function.  The 
new members would probably serve six year, staggered terms.  Commissioner Schnabel 
asked County Attorney, John Lefferdink if the board could be replaced for cause, specifi-
cally not fulfilling the obligations of the bylaws.  Part of the problem is finding the existing 
bylaws.  “Who will decide what has and hasn’t been done,” Schnabel asked.  Schnabel 
said, “We have no authority,” once the board has been appointed, but if they don’t do 
the job, then the local citizens look to us to set things right.  Lefferdink cautioned that 
the commissioners don’t want to become that involved to that great a degree.  Lefferdink 
also suggested going to DOLA, Department of Local Affairs, for guidelines on special dis-
tricts, and make sure each cemetery board has a copy for future reference.  Schnabel said 
all candidates should undergo an in-person interview with the commissioners to make 
certain they understand all the requirements of the position.  This would be similar to 
a situation this summer, when the commissioners advertised for board members for the 
Granada Cemetery, and accepted the resignations of some members, replacing them with 
new members.  Commissioner Millbrand said he’d like to find some people who have no 
personal agenda for any one cemetery, but who want to improve matters for the entire 
district. By Russ Baldwin

20% off*

limit one item
per visit

exp. Dec. 31, 2011

112 South Main in Lamar
719.336.4761

downtown on the Santa Fe Trail

with this coupon

*except Willow Tree

Call... Clip...
or Come by for

downtown on the Santa Fe Trail
bettiann’s



Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

Holly Town Government
Administrator ............................537-6633
Town Clerk ................................537-6622
Utilities ......................................537-6025
Sheriff ........................................336-8050
Non Emergency .........................537-6526
Fire Department ........................537-6650
Library .......................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic .................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center ................537-6555

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Granada Town Government 

Town Clerk ........................734-5411

Police .................................734-5211

Fire .....................................734-5211

Bristol Fire .........................734-5311

High School .......................734-5492
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Obituaries
Vicki J. Fallwell - November 24, 1953 – October 27, 2011 - Graveside memorial 

service and in-urnment for Canon City, CO. and former Coolidge, KS. resident Vicki J. 
Fallwell will be held at 11:00 A.M. Friday November 4, 2011 at the Coolidge Cemetery 
in Coolidge, KS.. Pastor Ralph Plummer will officiate.  Per Vicki’s request, cremation has 
taken place.  The family will receive friends and relatives for a memorial visitation from 
3:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. on Thursday November 3, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Cha-
pel in Holly, CO.              Those desiring may make memorial contributions to the Sangre 
de Cristo Hospice and Pallative Care at www.socohospice.org/donations or by mail to 
601 Greenwood Ave., Canon City, CO. 81212.  For additional information and online 
condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com

LeRoy L. Harrington - May 11, 1942 – October 2, 2011 - LeRoy was born on 
May 11, 1942 in La Sal, Utah to William and Ruth Harrington. He departed this life on 
October 2, 2011 at the VA Hospital in Denver from a lengthy illness.  Services were held 
at Peacock Funeral Home on October 7, 2011 with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian 
Church officiating.  Interment followed the services at Fairmount Cemetery in the Vet-
eran’s Section with full military honors and flag presentation by the Lamar V.F.W Post # 
3621 and the Lamar American Legion Post # 71.

Upcoming Events
Friday, November 4 - Prowers Historical Board 
Saturday, November 5 - MMA Competition, Mayhem ll @ Lamar Community Build-
ing • Lamar SOS Dance, 7pm, Lee Robinson 
Sunday, November 6 - DST ends, Set Clocks Back 
Monday, November 7 - Voces Unidas, First Monday of the Month, Eagles Lodge 
Tuesday, November 8 - Lamar Planning & Zoning, 5:30pm • Granada School Board 
• Lamar School Board, 7:30pm 
Wednesday, November 9 - Lamar Retail Trades, Noon • Granada Town Board, 6:30pm 
• Wiley School Board

Economic Rural Representation Diminishing?
Some southeast Colorado representatives are fearful this area of the state will face 

greater economic isolation from the Front Range in months to come.  The developments 
at the state level were discussed last week during the PCDI monthly board meeting, 
and broached again on Thursday during the Prowers County Commissioner’s meeting.  
Kelly Taylor, Assistant Director of Southern Colorado Economic Development District, 
SCEDD, provided a brief update on the agency’s activities, but found herself being 
questioned on the lack of action for jobs creation from SCEDD and other organiza-
tions.  “We’re not blaming you personally,” said Prowers County Commissioner, Gene 
Millbrand, “We understand you have an uphill battle, but we’re concerned about recent 
developments,” he added.    

Millbrand and the other commissioners were referring to what may become a lack of 
direct representation in this part of the state based on personnel and leadership changes 
for the state’s economic development organization.  SCEDD has been without an execu-
tive director since the elimination of Allison Cortner some months ago.  SCEDD is a 
non profit organization, representing 13 southeast Colorado counties.  Darlene Scott was 
recently eliminated from her position as Southeast Colorado representative for the Office 
of Economic Development and International Trade, a post she held for almost eight years.  
Ken Lund was recently appointed as the state executive director to that office, and recently, 
announced a consolidation of representatives from the eastern region of the state to the 
Denver metro area. PCDI Executive Director Lisa Nolder has spoken with her counter-
parts in the northeast and east central portion of the state who share her concerns, rural 
representation for economic development at the state level is going away.   

SCEDD is supported in part by local contributions, with Prowers County donating 
about $2,000 a year.  The commissioners wanted to know what kind of a return they 
were receiving, at least in terms of representation.  Millbrand told Taylor, “We’d like to 
be kept in the loop and receive updates for RFP’s and perhaps a visit every quarter from 
your office.”  Commissioner Schnabel asked just how important was SCEDD in secur-
ing grants for the county on a federal level.  He said the county needs to evaluate all our 
budget items and evaluate their worth before we act on them, referring to SCEDD’s 
annual funding request.   

The governor’s “Bottom Up: County Economic Development Summary was also dis-
cussed, and not in a favorable light as it pertains to Southeast Colorado economic develop-
ment.  This past summer, every county in Colorado held several forums to determine their 
top five economic development goals and strategies.   SCEDD also conducted identical 
meetings with the same results.  Commissioner Millbrand asked how it came about that 
while the closing of Ft. Lyon Prison will have an economic impact on the region, it was 
pushed to the top of the five priorities developed in Prowers County, with no explanation 
given for the change.  Taylor presented a multi-page study on the economic breakdown of 
Prowers County, asking the commissioners to review the accuracy of the data.  They said 
some changes were already in need of updating in that one-third of all county households 
and 43% of the county population was on food stamps. By Russ Baldwin

Numbers Up for Local Fairs
More money was spent at the livestock sale at the Sand and Sage Round Up this year, 

and twice the number of open entries was noted for the Holly Gateway Fair, according to 
Lacey Mann, CSU S.E. Area Extension Agent.  Mann said this year’s livestock sale posted 
a 25% increase over last year and came in at $138,785, about $35,000 more than last 
year, with the same number of participants.  She told the Prowers County Commission-
ers, there were unit and reserve champions from the county at this year’s state fair with 48 
general projects entered in state competition.  Lacey said the Holly Gateway Fair had the 
Old Gym packed with exhibits this fall and open entries nearly doubled last year’s crops, 
vegetables and baked good entries.  The Junior Livestock sale posted $73,125 in receipts.  
She added that the southeast director’s position has been filled by Jennifer Wells, who will 
be starting her new job on December 1st. 

Dr. Wilma Trujillo, CSU Extension Area Agronomist reported a local interest in win-
ter canola as a rotational crop with winter wheat.  Trujillo, in her Third Quarter Update 
for the county commissioners, said Kansas farmers have planted 200,000 acres and four 
local farms have planted the canola on the east end of Colorado.  She said the oil grain 
seed differs from the grain market as it is not as volatile, so the farmer’s economic risk 
can be spread out.  Some advantages to the canola are the harvest can be hayed and the 
hulls can be processed into cake.  Colorado Mills should be able to handle the harvest, she 
added.  Although the seed is small, it can be coated for a larger size for handling.  As it is 
a genetically modified seed, it’s not cheap, going for $9 per pound, but the payout is also 
sizable.  Planting should be done in late August, and the ground needs to be well irrigated 
to start a good root system. By Russ Baldwin

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

Prowers Journal Alert Winner!! 
Congratulations to Mary Ann Gilbert, from Chez DuVall’s Restaurant and The 

Prowers Journal.
 Mary Ann Gilbert won a $50 Gift Certificate for Chez DuVall’s Restaurant in Gran-

ada.  She was selected from the Journal Alert sign-up entries late last month.
The Prowers Journal will email late-breaking news stories to our Alert Members.  We use 
the email address you select to receive timely news information.  All Alerts are sent by 
means of a blind carbon copy and are kept private. 

Keep reading for information about our new Journal Alert Contest.  Call Robinson 
Printing/The Prowers Journal at 719-336-9095 or send an email to: theprowersjoural@
gmail.com to receive The Journal Alert.

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.


