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Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

$$ LOANS $$
336-0901
Your Local
Supervised 
Lender

20% off*

limit one item
per visit

exp. Dec. 31, 2011

112 South Main in Lamar
719.336.4761

downtown on the Santa Fe Trail

with this coupon

*except Willow Tree

Call... Clip...
or Come by for

downtown on the Santa Fe Trail
bettiann’s

www.lamarcc.edu - 336.1580

Your Own Happy Ending
With 2012 fast approaching, now is the 

best  me to plan for your future.  Take the 
right courses or begin a program of study to 
reimagine your new life.  Start now; spring 

courses begin January 9th. 
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City Moves Ahead on Willow Creek Levee
Improvements/Swears in Councilmembers

Members of the former Lamar City Council held a brief session Monday night, No-
vember 14. City Clerk, Linda Williams reviewed the City Sales and Use Tax report for 
September collections, which detailed another monthly increase. City Administrator, Bill 
Pfeisticker provided the council with an update on used and unused railroad property just 
west of the railroad crossing on Highway 287/385 and behind Cruikshank Realty. The 
council decided that because the original lease agreement with Amtrak has not been found 
at this time, to continue to pay the lease agreement instead of making a purchase offer on 
the land until a later date.

City councilman Jim Larrick was thanked for his years of service to the city by Mayor 
Roger Stagner. Larrick did not run for another term, and was replaced by Anne-Marie 
Crampton who was unopposed in her bid for the vacated seat. Larrick has been on the 
council since 2003. He said he has some plans for continued public service, but did not 
elaborate on what they might be at this time.

Following a brief reception for the current and new councilmembers, the council 
moved into the second meeting for the evening and took care of some regular housekeep-
ing activities including oath of office, administered by Judge Stutler to Mayor Roger Stag-
ner, Beverly Haggard and Skip Ruedeman. Crampton was unable to attend the meeting 
due to personal matters. Ruedeman was re-elected as, Mayor Pro-tem, the designation of 
banks for check signing needs and deposits was approved for Valley National Bank, Fron-
tier Bank, Colorado East Bank and Trust, and Community State Bank, and the Legacy 
Bank was also included during the meeting at the recommendation of Haggard. The city 
also passed resolutions which allow for the deposit of funds with Edward Jones, ColoTrust 
and CSAFE. The council authorized the Mayor and Mayor Pro-tem, the City Clerk and 
City Treasurer to sign checks for the City, with the exception of the electric utility’s ac-
counts where the signature is determined by the Lamar Utilities Board.

City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker briefed the council on a contract with Olsson As-
sociates for engineering services needed for recertification of the Willow Creek levee sys-
tem. The company’s water resource specialists have reviewed the suggested improvements 
needed to certify the levees as outlined by the Colorado Water Conservation Board. The 
assessment should start January 9, 2012 and be completed by April 30, 2012. Cost of the 
service provided by Olsson Services is not to exceed $56,510. $100,000 has been set aside 
in the city’s 2012 budget to cover costs. A Digital Floor Insurance Rate Map and Flood 
Insurance Study found that the levee’s freeboard need to be three feet higher to meet the 
minimum requirements. Other findings include the need for: all openings in the levee 
must be provided with closures, the embankment needs to be protected from erosion, 
an analysis is needed for foundation stability and seepage, an interior drainage analysis is 
needed and an operations and maintenance plan for the levee upgrades. The study was 
done from the upstream side of CR 8 5/10 to the Bent Canal. Pfeilsticker said the city 
may escape the higher costs of adding to the height of the levee, following a conference 
call discussion last week. Pfeilsticker said one option being explored is to deepen the levee 
by removing accumulated dirt and widen the base of the levee which will allow for the 
movement of more volumes of water. (Visit our website at theprowersjournal.com to read 
the complete article.) By Russ Baldwin

Cost of Granada Levee Study will Impact Town Budget
The Granada Town Board could be facing an $84,000 bill for a study on needed im-

provements to the town’s levees. FEMA representatives have been touring the country and 
the nation, providing a town by town assessment of the levee systems in each community. 
Granada Board members were told they’d have to conduct an engineering assessment of 
their levee system in order to begin repairs. Failure to do so, and a non-certified levee 
system would eventually mean property owners in each community would be required 
to purchase flood insurance. The lack of coverage could also impact future mortgages 
or even business loans in non-certified areas. Board member Jarene DeBono said, “The 
$84,000 is just to cover the cost of the study, and we don’t have an idea of what the cost of 
repairs and improvements will be!” She and other board members discussed a few financ-
ing alternatives, and suggested contacting the Colorado Water Board for options, as well 
as DOLA, Department of Local Affairs. The town has accrued about $10,000 this year 
and last, in a set aside account for various dike improvements. Although the engineering 
firm that made first contact said the town will need to raise some levee areas by less than a 
foot to become certified, there is no way to judge the entire cost until an engineering firm 
has made a complete study.

Another water expense discussed by the board this past Wednesday, November 9, cen-
tered on the need for a new well pump and motor. The estimated cost of replacement, plus 
10 sticks of four-inch galvanized pipe is about $13,000. The board approved the cost and 
directed John McMillan to start repairs. He told the board that the pump has quit, but 
he was concerned that the motor was running rough and not pulling an electrical load. 
He said that if just the pump is replaced, the motor will probably do future damage. The 
current pump was bought in 2004. The town will try to get the replacement paid by insur-
ance, if they can prove that a lightning strike damaged the pump. The town is filling in the 
burn pit and digging a new pit for future use. Some signs will be posted describing what 
materials can and cannot be dumped at the site. The town will check on the original color 
of paint that was used on the old police and fire building before some renovation work is 
done. An information kiosk is planned at the location for tourists entering the state, and 
the board wants an authentic look to the building. Police Chief David Dougherty said a fi-
nal $500 is needed to cover the cost of a separate sign welcoming travelers to Granada, and 
a request may be made to the Prowers Lodging Tax Panel or Granada Pride Committee.

A resolution was passed to establish a five member Granada Recreation Board. The 
Town Board decided that a separate board, operating under their own by-laws would be 
in the best interests of the town and to provide equal representation of all sports being 
played by the community’s boys and girls. Mayor Leslie Baca said the town already had 
seven applicants for board members. Following discussion about the establishment of 
the organization, length of term for members and other variables, Board Member Tom 
Grasmick suggested that if and when needed, the Town Board can amend the resolution 
as needed to fit the requirements for the new board. Town board members also passed a 
resolution which disbanded the Electrical Board. (Visit our website at theprowersjournal.
com to read the complete article.) By Russ Baldwin
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Holly Town Government
Administrator ............................537-6633
Town Clerk ................................537-6622
Utilities ......................................537-6025
Sheriff ........................................336-8050
Non Emergency .........................537-6526
Fire Department ........................537-6650
Library .......................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic .................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center ................537-6555

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Granada Town Government 

Town Clerk ........................734-5411

Police .................................734-5211

Fire .....................................734-5211

Bristol Fire .........................734-5311

High School .......................734-5492

WILEY
829-4811

LAMAR
336-4800

FDIC INSURED

Restaurant Supplies
Janitorial Supplies
Party Supplies also...

Shredding

JOEL WOELK
719.940.0249
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Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Obituaries
Esther M. Root - January 17, 1914 – November 9, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for 
longtime Hasty/McClave resident, Esther M. Root was held on Saturday, November 12, 
2011 at the Dunkard Brethren Church with Wayne Burgess officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at the McClave Cemetery.   Memorial contributions may be made to the Dunkard 
Brethren Church either direct or in care of the funeral home office.   For current informa-
tion and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Jayne Esgar - March 10, 1932 – November 11, 2011 - A graveside funeral service for 
longtime Wiley, Colorado resident, Jayne Esgar was held on Wednesday November 16, 
2011 at the Wiley Cemetery in Wiley, Colorado.  Reverend T.L. Phillips officiated the 
service.   A musical memorial tribute service for Jayne Esgar was held at 2:00 PM Wednes-
day November 16, 2011 at the Wiley United Methodist Church in Wiley, Colorado.  
Reverend Don Bleyle officiated this service.   Visitation for Jayne was held on Tuesday 
November 15, 2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel in Lamar.  Those desiring may make 
memorial contributions to the Wiley United Methodist Church either directly or in care 
of the funeral home office.  For additional information and online condolences please visit 
the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Paul  F. Springer - June 28, 1918 – November 13, 2011 - Paul F. Springer of rural Lamar, 
Colorado departed this life on Sunday November 13, 2011 at his home north of Lamar 
surrounded by his family at the age of 93. Mr. Springer was born June 28, 1918 at Lamar, 
CO. the son of Charles C. Springer and Fannie F. Lowe-Springer.  Per Paul’s request cre-
mation has taken place. There will be no visitation and no services at this time. A private 
family in-urnment will take place at a later date.  Those desiring may make memorial 
contributions to the Lamar Area Hospice, P.O. Box 843, Lamar, CO. 81052, or through 
Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 950 Lamar, CO. 81052.  For additional infor-
mation and online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Gerald R. Smith - April 1, 1936 – November 11, 2011 - A Graveside Celebration of 
Life Memorial Service and in-urnment for longtime Lamar resident and former business-
man Gerald R. “Jerry” Smith will be held at 11:00 A.M. Friday November 18, 2011 at 
Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar, Colorado. Pastor Kathy Leathers will officiate.  Per Jerry’s 
request, cremation has taken place and there will be no public visitation. Those desiring 
may make memorial contributions to the Lamar Area Hospice, P.O. Box 843, Lamar, 
CO. 81052 either directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO.  
For additional information and online condolences please visit the website at www.val-
leymemorialfc.com.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, November 17 - Lamar Chamber Board Meeting, 7am • Great American 
Smoke Out 
Friday, November 18 - Farm/City Banquet, Lamar Community Building, 6:30pm 
Saturday, November 19 - Granada, St. Mary Fall Bazaar • Turkey Drawing in Holly, 
downtown • Annual Fantasy Tree Fundraiser for Domestic Safety, Elks Lodge, 6pm
Sunday, November 20 - Wiley Church of God hosts Thanksgiving Praise Service 6 
p.m. Welton and 2nd in Wiley.
Monday, November 21 - Holly School Board 
Thursday, Novmber 24 - Thanksgiving • City/County Offices Closed • Prowers Area 
Transit will NOT run Nov. 24 & 25th.

Win a Christmas Tree from Guihen’s Lumber 
Give yourself the gift of local news and a beautiful Christmas tree this year, when 

you sign up for The Prowers Journal Alert sponsored by Colorado East Bank and Trust.  
Guihen’s Lumber and Landscapes, 1006 East Olive in Lamar, is sponsoring The Prowers 
Journal Alert contest with a pre-lit, three-foot Colorado Spruce tree.  It can be used as a 
tabletop model or can decorate a corner in your home or office.  This three-foot Colorado 
Spruce comes equipped with 100 clear lights. 

Register online for your free membership to The Prowers Journal Alert and receive 
timely local news stories from your email address.  There’s no obligation and your email is 
always kept private from other members.  News is happening 24 hours a day, and you can 
receive yours as fast as a phone call or a click of your mouse. 

The deadline to register online is Monday, December 19 at noon and the drawing for 
the tree will be held at 5pm that day.  Just send your email for your Prowers Journal Alert 
to theprowersjournal@gmail.com.

Crum Confronts Criticisms Over Hartman Cemetery Funds
Sharilyn Crum, CPA, an accountant for the past nine years for the East Prowers Cem-

etery District, defended her service in that capacity before the Prowers County Commis-
sioners and several Hartman residents this past Thursday, November 10. Accompanied by 
her attorney, Don Steerman, Crum presented the commissioners with outlined financial 
accounts she’s kept for the District dating back to 1994, as well as an account history for 
the Hartman Donation Fund from 2003 to the end of October, 2011.

With several members of the Hartman community present, Crum stated she felt she 
had been maligned by some community members and in some media with allegations 
of poor financial record keeping and the performance of several board members. In a 
prepared statement, Crum said, “…I am calling for this Board of County Commissioners 
to appoint an impartial, independent accountant to review the evidence I have provided 
to you today, along with the entire financial records of the district.” Crum also invited 
the commissioners to either review the most current financial records she brought to the 
Thursday meeting, or spend time in her office going over the documentation. It was 
pointed out that an audit would not be warranted as the annual budget of the District is 
$32,000 and falls under a minimum cap of $50,000 for which an audit exemption is al-
lowed. Crum said that at this point, the board, over a course of several years, had managed 
to generate a surplus fund in excess of $40,000.

There was some concern over the use of a donation account for the Holly Cemetery 
which was initiated in 1998 by Valley Memorial Funeral Director, Gene Millbrand, now 
a county commissioner. It was called the Holly Cemetery Improvement Fund, and had 
an initial deposit of $148. Millbrand stated he had limited connection with the fund after 
that and was not even listed as a check signer at the bank for the fund.

But the fund statements from Colorado East Bank and Trust to the District Board had 
the fund tagged as a donation fund. In 2003, according to Crum, the District Board took 
$100 out of the Holly Donations fund and established a Hartman Cemetery Improve-
ment Fund and from that point, $370 had been contributed, but no funds were drawn 
from it. She said the funds have been segregated since that time. Crum added that there 
has been $10,000 worth of improvements to the Hartman Cemetery using funds from 
the East Prowers Cemetery District account. The breakdown she said was from 2009, on 
the building on the property for $4,600, electric work in 2010 for $1,987 and in 2011, 
$3,405 to get the defunct well running again. The Holly Cemetery spent $ 13,000 in 
improvements in the last three years. She added that the board members have accrued a 
reserve of $40,000 over the past years from the $32,000 annual mill levy earmarked for 
the operation of all five cemeteries in the East Prowers District.

Several Hartman citizens responded that they had not stated the money had disap-
peared, they only asked where it was and who had responsibility from the board for writ-
ing checks on the account.

The discussion switched from finance to board membership and representation. Crum 
told the gathering that situations at the Hartman cemetery won’t be corrected until a new 
board has been appointed following the pending interviews of candidates by the county 
commissioners.(Visit our website at theprowersjournal.com to read the complete article.) 
By Russ Baldwin


