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Needs. COME SEE US!

Southeast Mental Health Services Expanding to
Memorial Drive

Just as Lamar has an industrial park off North Main Street, a comprehensive medical park 
has been developing over the years at the northern end of Memorial Drive.  Another addition 
to the site now anchored by Prowers Medical Center and High Plains Community Health 
Center, took a step closer to fruition Tuesday, October 4, with ground breaking ceremonies for 
the new Southeast Mental Health Services building.   

The 4,300 square foot facility will be located at 100 Kendall Drive, on a one acre lot west 
of the dental office.  Completion of the project, according to SMHS Executive Director, Becky 
Otteman, should be by mid April of next year.  Addressing the outdoor gathering on Tuesday 
morning, Otteman spoke about the origins of the complex in 2005, when she and then SMHS 
Executive Director, Bob Whaley, drove by a for sale sign on the property.  She said, “Bob 
started backing up on the roadway, saying this is a spot we should have for the new facility.”  
Otteman said the move would return the mental health services facility back to its origins in 
the health care campus.  “In 1965 we were located in a portion of Prowers Medical Center 
and eventually expanded to the county social services annex, and in 1996 moved to 3500 First 
Street in Lamar, our current location,” she recounted for the gathering.  

The construction will cost approximately $1 million and the support of the board of di-
rectors has been instrumental in reaching the capital campaign goal of a half million dollars, 
Otteman said.  Acorn Construction from Pueblo will be the prime contractor, but Otteman 
said local sub contractors will also be involved in labor and materials. 

The facility will not face either Kendall or Memorial Drive squarely, but will be set on an 
angle with access from Kendall Drive.  The project architect said one unique feature of the 
mental health facility will be the rear patio which faces south and will offer a six-foot tall donor 
stone.  The unique aspect will be a large, split stone which, every December 26, will focus the 
daylight from the winter solstice on a memorial plaque dedicated to Bob Whaley, the former 
executive director of Southeast Mental Health Services. By Russ Baldwin

PMC Hosts Orthopedic Surgical Group this Week
A group of five orthopedic surgeons have expressed interest in the Specialty Clinic at Prow-

ers Medical Center and will be hosted to a luncheon at the hospital Thursday, October 6.  The 
surgeons will attend a ‘meet and greet’ with the medical staff at that time. 

Hospital CEO James Fairchild said earlier, that one way to increase patient visits at PMC 
is through a strong, diversified staff of medical providers.  He offered statistics showing growth 
in both patient and provider numbers during the September board of directors meeting.  Some 
of the highlights include new, first-time patients for the past two months, with 160 visits in 
August and 117 in September.  Fairchild explained that these patients are not necessarily new 
to the area, but persons who live here and are now using PMC for their health care needs.  Last 
week, the hospital was a full bed capacity (25) for several days and has been averaging between 
15 to 18 beds per day over the past few weeks.  Fairchild said some of the numbers were at-
tributable to the advent of the flu season.  Because of the patient influx, the September 30, free 
prostate screening clinic got off to a slow morning start, because the physicians who assist in 
the tests were still conducting their patient rounds. 

The hospital’s projected Primary Care Growth Summary for 2011 is predicting an almost 
20% growth rate if the numbers stay on course for the rest of the year.  Since 2007 there have 
been increases listed for primary patient encounters.    These figures reflect visits to the Holly 
and Lamar medical clinics and the Women’s Health Care Center from that year.   The Con-
venient Care Clinic began operation in 2008 with 164 visitors and is expected to treat 4,798 
by the end of 2011.  The Las Animas family practice clinic began in 2010 with 1,243 visits 
and projections through the end of the year are for 2,162. Prowers Medical Group became 
the region’s VA primary outpatient case clinic this summer, and has seen 421 patients, with 
the end of year visits, expected  at  564.  The Women’s Health Clinic in Lamar has lost visits, 
from 3,259 in 2007 to 1,613 to date, but the end of the year projected visits, 2,466, will be 
comparable to 2010’s numbers of 2,880.  This past July, the CCC and VA clinics were con-
solidated into the Lamar Medical Clinic-Rural Health Care, and the Women’s Health Center 
operations were consolidated into Lamar Medical Clinic effective, September 1, 2011.  The 
monthly average visits to the CCC, according to Fairchild are 350, who noted that some area 
residents are still unaware of the services it provides, as a low cost alternative to the emergency 
room at Prowers Medical Center.  Fairchild said preliminary discussions to establish similar 
clinic partnerships have begun for hospitals in Eads, in Springfield, and a similar partnership 
with the Las Animas Specialty Clinic. 

The VA clinic will hold an open house on Thursday November 10, the day before Veteran’s 
Day this year, and Fairchild said representatives from the federal VA are expected to participate. 

In other news, the board approved $400K in capital expenditures for various equipment 
upgrades, including: two new defibrillators for $100K, a new John Deere tractor to replace the 
hospital’s current unit, a laparoscope for the surgical department, and a full-color, ultrasound 
unit which provides a more accurate, and faster diagnosis.  Purchase of an electronic dictation 
system was also approved. 

The hospital has hired two new medical providers, RN, Family Nurse Practitioner, Betha-
ny Toliver-Peckler, who will start this month, and Dr. Theresa Garcia, FP/OB who will begin 
her practice in December, dividing her time between Lamar and the Las Animas Clinic. By 
Russ Baldwin
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Commissioners Research Ambulance Service Options
Brandon Chambers, owner of Med-Trans Ambulance in Lamar, provided the Prowers 

County Commissioners with an update on the operations of the service this past Tuesday, 
September 27. 

Chambers said he employs four full time and four part time workers for his medical care 
transportation service.  Commissioner Joe Marble asked if Med-Trans would be interested 
in becoming a first response unit to structure fires in the area.  The ambulance service would 
automatically respond to a structure fire in a stand-by capacity, instead of waiting for a call to 
report to the site.  Chambers said he could explore that possibility, but the service may entail a 
differing set of payment rates as his staff works on-call for twelve hours and is in a twelve-hour, 
ready response mode during the daytime.  Marble said that while the number of fires of that 
nature may be small, there is also a need for on-site ambulances during the fair season.  “For 
example,” he said, “the PRCA rodeo requires we have an ambulance on site, and that becomes 
an added expense.”  Chambers said his four ambulances provide coverage for various fairs be-
tween Rocky Ford and Lamar, and would supply the commissioners with a list of his rates for 
all of his services and they could set a later date to discuss their options.  

The commissioners approved the 3.2 beer liquor license renewal application for BPOE Elks 
Lodge #1319, approved the appointment of Nadine Carter as an alternate on the Area Agency 
on Aging Advisory Board, approved the 2012 county employee holiday schedule, which will 
be for 11 paid holidays that year and decided to postpone approval of a 1041 permit for JBS 
Five Rivers Cattle Feeding LLC, pending discussion with county attorney John Lefferdink.  
National 4-H Week will be observed next week, and the commissioners met with area students 
and Lacy Mann, CSU Southeast Area Extension Agent, and Theresa Butler, District VI 4-H 
secretary. By Russ Baldwin
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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New Photography Club in Lamar
The High Plains Photographers
Meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of

each month at 6:30 p.m. at
Viaero Wireless.

For Young and Old
For Amateur and Professional

Call (719) 688-7720
for more information
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Town Clerk ........................734-5411
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Obituaries
Margaret D. “Marge” Miller - April 20, 1954 – September 28, 2011 -  A Memorial 
Celebration of Life for Eads, Colorado resident Marge Miller was held Saturday, October 1, 
2011 at Eads United Methodist Church.   Memorial Contributions may be made to the Kiowa 
Home Health Services either directly to PO Box 336; Eads, Colorado 81036 or the Weisbrod 
Relay for Life at P.O. Box 817, Eads, CO  81036 attn: Shannon Dixon or through the funeral 
home office. For online condolences and current information, please visit our website at; www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Bessie Lee Powell - January 21, 1937 – September 27, 2011 - A Graveside Memorial 
Service for former Lamar resident and currently of Cheyenne Wells, CO Bessie L. Powell was 
held Saturday, October 1, 2011 at the Fairmount Cemetery.   Per Bessie’s request, cremation 
has taken place and there will be no visitation.  Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Cheyenne Wells Senior Citizens Center or Keefe Memorial Hospital direct or in care of Pea-
cock Funeral Home. 
Reuben  Griego - September 9, 1943-September 25, 2011 - A mass of Christian Burial 
for former Hartman, Colorado resident Ruben Griego will be held at 10:00 A.M. Friday October 
7, 2011 at St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church in Holly, Colorado. Father Charles Sena will be 
the celebrant and graveside inurnment will follow in the Holly Cemetery.  A Rosary/Scripture 
Service for Ruben led by Deacon Allen Medina will be held at 9:30 A.M. Friday October 7, 
2011 also at St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church in Holly.  Per Ruben’s request, cremation has 
taken place and there will be no visitation.  Those desiring may make memorial contributions to 
the St. Frances of Rome Catholic Church in Holly, Colorado, either directly or through Valley 
Memorial Funeral Chapel , P.O. Box 275, Holly, Colorado 81047. For additional information 
and online condolences please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Kenneth R. Hoover - May 21, 1952 – October 1, 2011 - Graveside funeral services and 
burial for Holly, Colorado resident Kenneth R. Hoover will be held at 11:00am Thursday Octo-
ber 6, 2011 at the Holly Cemetery, Holly, Colorado. Rev. Kathy Leathers will officiate.  Visita-
tion will be held from 1:00pm to 7:00pm on Wednesday October 5, 2011 and from 9:00am to 
10:00am on Thursday October 6, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly, Colorado.  
Those desiring may make memorial contributions to the Holly Ambulance Fund or the Holly 
United Methodist Church, directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 275, 
Holly, CO. 81047.  For additional information and online condolences please visit our website 
at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Gary “Sunny” Walkinshaw - September 14, 1970 - October 2, 2011 - Graveside funeral 
services and burial for Las Vegas, NV. and former Holly, CO. resident Gary “Sunny” Walkinshaw will 
be held at 2:00 P.M. Saturday October 8, 2011 at the Holly Cemetery, Holly, Colorado. Pastor Eugene 
Birt will officiate. Visitation for Gary will be held from 12:00 noon to 7:00 P.M. on Friday October 
7, 2011 and 9:00 A.M. to noon on Saturday October 8, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in 
Holly, Colorado. Those desiring may make memorial contributions to the Gary Walkinshaw Memo-
rial Fund in care of Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 275, Holly, CO. 81047. For additional 
information and online condolences please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
LeRoy L. Harrington  May 11, 1942 – October 2, 2011 - Funeral services for longtime 
Lamar resident, LeRoy L. Harrington, will be held at 11:00 AM Friday October 7, 2011 at the Pea-
cock Funeral Home in Lamar.  Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church will officiate the service 
and burial will follow in the Veteran’s Section of Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar with full military 
honors and flag presentation by the Lamar V.F.W. Post # 3621 and the Lamar American Legion 
Post # 71.  Visitation for LeRoy will be held from 1:00 PM to 7:00 PM Thursday October 6, 2011 
and prior to the service on Friday at the Peacock Family Chapel.  Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Fischer House Foundation (provides free lodging for Veteran’s Family) at PO Box 4510; 
Rockville, MD 20849-4510 or to the American Lung Association, either directly or through the 
funeral home office.   For additional information and online condolences please visit our website at 
www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Richard L. Lucero - April 6, 1935 – September 3, 2011 -  There will be no services at 
this time for Lamar businessman and resident Richard L. Lucero.  Per Dick’s request, cremation 
has taken place and there will be no viewing.  Mr. Lucero was born April 6, 1935 at Trinidad, 
Colorado and departed this life on Friday September 3, 2011 at Juniper Village of Lamar at the 
age of 76.   For online condolences please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Upcoming Events
Thusday, October 6 - 11:30-1pm, 301 South 5th, Action 22 info on Proposition 103
Saturday, October 8 - FREE City Wide Clean up Day, 7am to 4pm • LCC Founda-
tion Golf Tournament • Wind Science Workshop at LCC for Teachers, 8a-4p, 877-917-
0079
Monday, October 10 - Wiley, Lamar City Council Meetings, 7pm • Lamar School 
Board, 7:30pm • DECA Week at LHS • Columbus Day Observed
Tuesday, October 11 - Lamar Utility Board @ Noon • Lamar Planning & Zoning Board, 
5:30pm • Granada Town Board Meeting, 6:30pm • Wiley Board of Ed Meeting, 7:30pm
Wednesday, October 12 - Fall Health Fair @ SOS Center, Lamar

Lamar Area Hospice Receives $20,000 Donation
Two fund-raising events are held each year to benefit the Lamar Hospice Association, 

the Angel Open Golf Tournament and a summertime dinner and dance. Those events, 
coupled with their silent auctions, recently raised $20,000 which was donated to the 
Lamar Area Hospice Thursday, September 29. The money will help fund the day to day 
activities of the Lamar Hospice and will also be earmarked for renovations to Hospice 
headquarters, the former Lamar Hotel on West Olive Street.

Deb Pelley, Lamar Area Hospice Executive Director, said contract talks are being fi-
nalized between the hospice board and Camp and Currell Construction for major renova-
tions to the building which was formerly owned by the Peery family in Lamar. “We had a 
very reasonable offer from the family for the building. The Peery’s made it very doable for 
us,” said Pelley. The Lamar Hotel is three stories tall and was gutted from top to bottom 
last year of all the accumulated furniture, old appliances and debris. Pelley said expansion 
plans call for some much-needed office space. Her first floor office, which is the biggest 
and one of three in the facility, is about the size of some walk-in closets. One other office 
used to be a closet and is shared by two employees.

“We have 34 volunteers and 22 paid staff members,” Pelley explained, “sometimes 
when we’re offering grief counseling or meeting with a family for the first time, we either 
have to shuffle people around, or just use the Methodist Church up the street in order 
to have some privacy.” She praised her understanding staff, “We have nurses who will 
do their case work using an upturned box as a desk, or just go from room to room from 
day-to-day where they can find some work space,” she said. Pelley says all that will change 
after about eight months worth of renovations. “We’re putting in a big conference room 
that can hold almost every worker, and we’ll be able to offer privacy to our families when 
they receive counseling or grief support. Our goal is to have an office for each individual,” 
Pelley explained. She said she wants the new facility to help add to the downtown devel-
opment. “We’ll offer better access on the side street, with parking in the front and rear, so 
our older citizens can get to us easily,” she said.

She stressed that the renovations will be functional, not fancy. “The majority of our 
funding will still go to our daily operations, but the improvements will enable us to con-
duct our work in a more professional, personal and private setting,” she said. The entire 
building won’t be renovated at once, but all the essentials such as plumbing and wiring 
will be done for each room, getting them prepared for any future expansion. “That will 
save us money in the long run,” she said, adding that now that they have a cost figure to 
work with, the next job will be securing grant and local funding for the project. “When-
ever we could afford it, we’d set money aside to reach the point where we can start to 
make improvements and have our own facility,” Pelley said. She said the community has 
been behind hospice since it’s beginning almost 30 years ago. Pelley and her hospice staff 
is now looking forward to the years to come, being able to serve the community from a 
place which will help them, help us, in our time of need. By Russ Baldwin


