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2012 City Budget, Cow Palace Inn License Approved
The Lamar City Council approved The Cow Palace Inn’s application for a new
Hotel & Restaurant Liquor license. The Cow Palace Inn has recently been sold and the
former owners had allowed the liquor license to expire. The license was granted to Palace
Holdings, LLC. The vote was unanimous with the exception of an abstention from
councilman Jim Larrick due to a conflict of interest.
The council also set a public hearing date for November 28 for the Lamar Chamber of Commerce’s application for a special events permit to host the annual Two Shot
Goose Hunt at the Cow Palace Inn. The events will run from November 30 to December 1. The request will be withdrawn by the Chamber if the new license is granted by
the state to the Cow Palace Inn, otherwise the Chamber’s request will still move forward.
The city council set a date for a public hearing for February 13, 2012 for proceedings regarding a cable/television franchise renewal for Cablevision Systems Corporation.
The corporation is the former Bresnan Communications Company and the current
agreement with the city will expire in September, 2014. Historically, a five-year franchise
has been granted to past providers in Lamar.
The council approved a contract extension for the city’s State Historical Fund grant
contract. The grant was issued to the city two years ago to conduct a historical and
architectural survey of 70 buildings in the downtown business district. Shawna Hodge,
Lamar Main Street Director, said the project is 65% complete and the existing contract
will expire in early November of this year. She estimates the process will be completed in
early December and the project will be completed by May, 2012.
The final audit report for the city for 2010 has gone through some revisions and
is essentially complete. City Treasurer Linda Rohlman said some fine tuning on lastminute changes is needed and that will be coordinated with City Clerk Linda Williams
and the chief accountant for Lamar Light and Power. Rohlman told the council the firm,
RubinBrown, LLP, found the city’s report ‘unqualified’ with no sign of any significant
problems. The cost of the audit was just under $35,000 and was bid out by the city. The
firm will return in January for a final review of the changes.
Due to some fortunate contractor low bidding, the city and CDOT decided to
combine the first with the second phase of the construction of an asphalt airport apron
and concrete, heavy-aircraft, tie-down areas at the Lamar Municipal Airport. Earlier in
the year, the Colorado Aeronautical Board awarded an improvement grant to the city for
$430,000 with CDOT contributing $387,000 and the city’s share was $43,000. Because
of the low bid from Carder Construction and the city’s in-kind contribution turned out
to be less than estimated, CDOT authorized another $250,000 in additional funding.
The Change Order #1 allows for construction of the second concrete hardstand which
was going to be done in the second phase and completed in 2013. The city’s in-kind
contribution will amount to $4,124.
The formal adoption of the city’s 2012 budget was passed on second reading by the
council, but there was some last-minute fine tuning that took place following a budget work
session held last Friday. Treasurer Rohlman told the council the budget will reflect conservative growth because of projections from next year’s sales tax revenue, and some savings will
also be noted in salaries, pensions, medicare and the city’s road and bridge fund. A $60,000
adjustment was made from sales tax revenue projections to the Capital Improvement Fund in
anticipation of costs to be incurred in the city’s levee certification study, mandated earlier this
year by FEMA. The council agreed to a wage review for city employees by mid year, but that
will come as a separate motion to the ordinance at a future meeting.
City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker noted that the next city council informal
breakfast will be held at 7am, Wednesday, November 2 at the Hickory House; Daylight
Savings Time will end on November 6 when clocks are set back one hour; the annual
Farm/City Banquet will be held on Friday, November 18; the city voted to discontinue
membership in Action 22. The annual fee was $520. The move follows action taken earlier in the year by the Prowers County Commissioners and PCDI. Mayor Roger Stagner
issued an at-large invitation to all Lamar citizens to attend an election day reception to
thank our present, and to welcome our newly elected Lamar City Council. The gathering will be at the Holiday Inn Express meeting room from 7:30 to 9pm. The Comeand-Go event is hosted by Mayor Roger and Leslie Stagner. The city council meetings in
November will be held on the 14th and 28th. By Russ Baldwin
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Lamar Fire/Water/E 9-1-1 Dept. Receive Insurance Rating
Lamar was just a fraction away from earning a fire/water safety rating that, overall,
could have saved city residents a half-million dollars on their insurance premiums. The
door of opportunity hasn’t closed yet, according to Lamar Fire Chief Marshall Cook and
Water Director Doug Montgomery. They explained how the city earned its Public Protection Classification from the state Insurance Service Office. Cities are judged on three
criteria, water service for emergency situations, a general fire department assessment and
E-9-1-1 performance.
Chief Cook said the fire department is assessed on a 1 to 10 scale with 1 being the best
rating. Lamar received a 5, but was a fraction of a percent away from earning a 4 rating.
Out of 100 points, we received a 59.45 score. Cook said the department has six months to
conduct a do-over in those areas that needed improvement. Improvement is not really the
correct explanation as gigs were levied for not having a higher paid staffing level in the department at seven persons, but Cook explained, that was the number they’re budgeted at.
Other deficiencies included the department not having a four-story tall building devoted
to fire training, nor did it provide for a burn room to simulate fire and smoke conditions.
Cook said the department might sheetrock a metal conex storage building to use as a burn
room, but he didn’t anticipate the city having a budget to build a four story complex for
training. Councilman Jim Larrick suggested contacting Valco to determine if any of the
buildings on their property could work.
Doug Montgomery said the water department received a 40 rating on its ability to
provide water for fire fighting. The city received 31.99 out of 35 points on distribution
and location of fire hydrants. Those with the most pressure were in the vicinity of the high
school. Regarding the size of the water lines and uniformity of lock nuts on hydrants, the
city received 1.88 out of 2 and 1.61 out of 3 on record keeping for hydrant inspections.
Cook said the city was gigged on having only three circuits available for its 800 hertz communication system through which to receive calls. He added that three was all that was
provided to the city when the new system was adopted. The chief told the council that
this was the first inspection in twelve years, but he can show through photographs and
documentation that needed upgrades have been performed to achieve a 4 level. Councilman PJ Wilson said a 4 rating should translate to 10% savings on insurance premiums
across the board for the city. Cook and Montgomery said they would keep the council
advised on their progress. By Russ Baldwin
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PCDI Reviews 2012 Budget, Voices Concerns for
Eastern Colorado Economic Representation
Prowers County Development Incorporated, the county economic development organization, will be funded by both the City of Lamar and the county for 2012. Both contribute $50,000 to help maintain operating funds. The county had pledged its share during a joint meeting between the city and county earlier this fall, and the city announced
they would continue their funding at a similar meeting held October 12.
The PCDI board reviewed the 2012 budget during their monthly meeting on Tuesday, October 25. The total estimated income for 2011 is $115,000 with $15,000 expected from various Community Partnerships and additional funding from town governments from Holly, Wiley and Granada. In past years a PCDI sponsored golf tournament
had been held to raise funds, but the suggestion was tabled for 2012 in hopes of finding
a more unique event which could garner additional funding. Salaries, office rent, insurance and office expenses were mainly unchanged, but the utilities budget was increased
slightly in anticipation of rate hikes beginning next month and in the spring, and travel
expenses for the executive director, Lisa Nolder, was increased. Board members said they
would continue their efforts to secure donations through the year with the Community
Partnership Program.
Discussion focused on the possible listing or rental of the former Big R warehouse on
Washington Street. The buildings have been empty for over two years and were donated
by the company to PCDI to be used as an incentive package to attract a jobs developing
business to Lamar. Nolder said she’s meeting with a potential renter this week and a La
Junta real estate company expressed interest in taking an exclusive listing for the property.
Nolder said they had other business connections along the Front Range. Nolder informed
the board that interest has been shown in purchasing the land between the Cow Palace
Inn and Lamar Inn along North Main Street. The interested party is planning an additional franchise motel at the site.
Board members discussed their concerns that with the change in leadership for the state
Office of Economic Development and International Trade, the eastern half of Colorado
may get the short end of the stick for future representation. Nolder noted the changes
that have already taken place with the elimination of the position held by Darlene Scott
who had been the Eastern Colorado Business Development Representative for almost eight
years. Nolder said that some of the business prospects Scott had been working on for the
eastern region of the state are now, not retrievable. Nolder said Ken Lund, the new executive
director of OEDIT by appointment of Governor Hickenlooper, stated that DOLA administrators and the Governor’s Energy Office will begin to oversee some former development
posts that served the rural areas of the eastern half of the state. They will, however, be
working out of Denver offices, not in the rural areas they’ll be representing. The changes
were brought about from a summer long survey to develop a statewide economic development plan known as “The Colorado Blueprint. Nolder said she spoke to Lee Merkel from
DOLA during a recent regional business development meeting if he had the necessary staff,
resources and the training to assist in future trade shows and business prospecting, and he
replied, “No.” Letters of concern have been written by economic development groups in the
eastern portion of the state and sent to Hickenlooper and Lund, and board members said
our local and regional elected officials should also start to protest these changes in the capital.
With the pending holidays, the board set meeting dates for November 29 and December
20. By Russ Baldwin
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Obituaries
Velma R. Bowman - November 4, 1918 – October 22, 2011 - A Service of Celebration

for longtime Lamar resident, Velma Rose Bowman will be held at 2:00 PM, Thursday,
October 27, 2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Reverend Jeff Alexander officiating.
Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation for Mrs. Bowman will be held
from 1:00 PM until 7:00 PM on Wednesday, October 26, 2011 and Thursday from 9:00
AM until service times at the Peacock Funeral Home. Memorial Contributions may be
made to either the Lamar United Methodist Church, Lamar Area Hospice or to the Lamar Community College Foundation. For online condolences and current information,
please visit the website at; www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Melvin “Mick” Vagher - June 1, 1925 – October 23, 2011 - A graveside service for
longtime Bristol resident, Melvin “Mick” Vagher will be held at 2:00PM on Friday, October
28, 2011 at the Sunnyslope Cemetery in Bristol, Colorado with Reverend Rory Gillespie of
the Bristol Presbyterian Church officiating. Visitation for Mick will be held on Thursday,
October 27, 2011 from 3:00PM until 7:00PM and Friday from 9:00AM until 11:00AM at
Peacock Family Chapel. Memorial contributions may be made to the Bristol/Granada First
Responders either direct or in care of the funeral home office. For current information and
online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
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Little Change in S.E. CO Job Market
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Holly Town Government
Administrator.............................537-6633
Town Clerk.................................537-6622
Utilities.......................................537-6025
Sheriff.........................................336-8050
Non Emergency..........................537-6526
Fire Department.........................537-6650
Library........................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic..................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center.................537-6555

Nonfarm payroll jobs in Colorado declined by 3,900 from August to September to
2,240,500 jobs, according to the survey of business establishments. Government added
1,100 payroll jobs and the private sector lost 5,000.
According to the survey of households, the unemployment rate decreased two-tenths
of a percentage point to 8.3 percent. The number of people actively participating in the
labor force increased 8,300 to 2,680,900 and total employment increased 13,400 to
2,458,700 causing the number of unemployed to decline 5,000. The national unemployment rate also was unchanged over the same period at 9.1 percent.
Over the year, nonfarm payroll jobs increased 23,100 with an increase of 24,600
in the private sector and a decline of 1,500 in government. The largest private sector
job gains were in leisure and hospitality, education and health services, and trade, transportation and utilities. The largest declines were in construction, financial activities and
information.
Over the year, the unemployment rate is down one half of one percentage point
from 8.8 percent in September 2010. The number of Coloradans participating in the
labor force increased 5,600, total employment increased 20,100 and the number of unemployed decreased 14,500. The national unemployment rate declined from 9.6 to 9.1
percent from August 2010 to 2011.
The Unemployment Percentages for Southeast Colorado are as follows:
September 2011 August 2011
September 2010
Baca		
3.6		
3.5		
3.8
Bent		
7.2		
7.3		
7.1
Kiowa		
3.9		
3.9		
4.2
Kit Carson
4.3		
4.5		
4.2
Las Animas
8.0		
8.4		
8.4
Crowley		
8.1		
8.2		
9.9
Otero		
8.0		
8.5		
7.7
Prowers		
5.8		
5.8		
5.8

Upcoming Events
Thursday, October 27 - Moonlight Madness, downtown Lamar, 6-8pm • Prowers

Granada Town Government
Town Clerk.........................734-5411
Police..................................734-5211
Fire......................................734-5211
Bristol Fire..........................734-5311
High School........................734-5492

County Fair Board Meeting, 7pm

Friday, October 28 - Share the Spirit Shoe Drive • Alta Vista Chili Supper/Pie Auction,

5-8pm

Saturday, October 29 - Eagles Steak Night, 6pm
Sunday, October 31 - Halloween
Monday, November 1 - Elections • 7:30-9pm, Election Reception, Holiday Inn Express
Tuesday, November 2 - Lamar City Council Monthly Breakfast, Hickory House, 7am

• Holly Commercial Club, Noon, United Methodist Church • LiveWell Prowers County
Meeting, 11:30, County Annex • Holly Town Board Meeting, 7pm
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Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

