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Get a new
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insurance.
Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building?
Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.
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Lamar Area Hospice Begins Expansion Plans,
City Council Waives Building Fees
The Lamar Area Hospice Association has long had an expansion program planned,
especially after taking over ownership of the former Lamar Hotel on West Olive Street.
Hospice Executive Director, Debbie Pelley, asked the Lamar City Council that an $8,143
building permit fee, based on the $1,000,000 renovation project, be waived by the council, which granted the request. Another renovation project involves a four inch fire water
line that needs to be installed from the city main line in South 5th Street, 50 feet to the
hospice property line. From that point to the building, the customer is responsible for
construction. Total estimate of the project is $3,323.49. In the past, the city has donated
labor, but not materials to similar projects. The council voted to bear the cost of the
materials estimated at $1,370. Last July, the former hotel building was gutted of all nonusable materials, and five roll-offs were donated to the group by the city for the clean-up
project. Estimated cost was $1,250. City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker asked Pelley how
many roll offs are expected to be used during renovations, as he had contacted a local
construction firm that estimated the number would be considerable. Pelley replied that
she had no idea at this time, and the council decided to deal with that situation as it developed. The Lamar Area Hospice was created almost 30 years ago and is staffed with 22
employees and 34 volunteers. Pelley said the spacious building will be a very welcome
focal point for all their day-to-day operations.
The council was informed by City Attorney, Garth Nieschburg that an agreement
dating back to 1999 between the city and Sutrak Corporation had recently been finalized
on July 19. The matter stems from storm water drainage system improvements along
Crystal Street in the city’s industrial park along property owned by Hugh Ferdows, Sutrak
President. The agreement trades off the drainage improvements done by the city for a
permanent easement across Sutrak property, for a sewer pipeline connecting to the new
pump station, built last year. (Story continued on the website at: theprowersjournal.com)
By Russ Baldwin
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Bill Wootten Replaced on Lamar Utilities Board
Michael Bryant, former Lamar City councilman and Director of the Prowers Medical Center Foundation, replaced Bill Wootten as a member of the Lamar Utilities Board
during their regular meeting, Tuesday, September 13. Wootten had stepped down from
the board over a year ago, but a replacement wasn’t approved until just recently. Another
opening is also available, as Board Chairman, Bob Schemahorn’s position with the utilities
group has also expired.
Now that both turbines have been operating, emissions testing and additional tuning
will be underway, according to light plant superintendent, Rick Rigel. The coal fired plant
has been running smoothly since mid August he told the board, but the modifications
made to the plant’s operation will be put to the full test through the rest of this month.
The light plant crew is also taking daily samples of ash, limestone and coal residues and
testing them as well. Rigel said one area that has always been an operational concern is
combustion management, and that area has also seen improvement since the plant came
back on line. Rigel said plant staff will have a better determination on how well all the
alterations have performed by the end of September. Rigel said the expenses from the
damages caused by the boiler tube leak this past December amounted to $330,000 and
another $100,000 in extra expenses relating to moving the coal out of the storage domes
as a security measure. He said that coal, stored in one position for a period of time, could
spontaneously combust. ARPA will bear some of the cost of the plant’s downtime.
Light Plant operators met with some of their counterparts from Xcel Energy recently
and discussed the events relating to the power outage from this past summer. Rigel said
part of the problem for the lengthy power loss was due to lack of enough staff in the area
to deal with the outage. While the Xcel technicians viewed operations at Lamar Light
and Power, and Xcel showed plant staff their converter station, an idea to share mutual
training techniques was discussed. Rigel said it could provide trained, certified staff who
would be able to assist restoring power when similar situations occur.
Light Plant operators are rebuilding the east service to the 69kV sub-transmission line
that was damaged by the spring fires, east of Lamar. The equipment has been in a temporary operating mode ever since. Several poles were completely destroyed in the fire and
those and others that were damaged had to be replaced. CIRSA insurance will provide
coverage for the cost of replacement and repair. Sales of electricity through August remain
above last year by 2.6% and Rigel said sales to the plant’s large commercial accounts are
up about 4% over last year and irrigation sales are up almost 11%. Residential customer
sales are down slightly.
The board went into executive session to discuss an Interconnection agreement with
SECPA and a report on the Arkansas River Power Authority Meeting. By Russ Baldwin
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Cantaloupes from Rocky Ford Region
Linked to Listeria Outbreak
DENVER – Today, September 12, 2011, Dr. Chris Urbina, chief medical officer and
executive director of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, said,
“People at high risk for Listeria infection should not eat cantaloupe from the Rocky Ford
growing region. The department expects additional test results later this week that may
help identify the specific source of the cantaloupe linked to the multistate outbreak.”
People who are at high risk for listeriosis are people age 60 and older; those with
weakened immune systems from transplants or certain chronic diseases, immunosuppressive therapies or medications; and pregnant women. Healthy adults under age 60 rarely
develop this illness. Eleven of Colorado’s 13 listeriosis cases now are linked to the multistate outbreak.
Symptoms of listeriosis can include fever and muscle aches, and also can include diarrhea, headache, stiff neck, confusion and convulsions. Listeriosis also can cause miscarriages and stillbirths. Antibiotics given promptly can cure the illness and prevent infection of a fetus. Even with prompt treatment, some Listeria infections result in death.
This is particularly likely in older adults and in people with other serious medical
problems. For more information, visit the CDC website at: http://www.cdc.gov/nczved/
divisions/dfbmd/diseases/listeriosis/.
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Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.

Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling
6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052
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Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Granada Town Government
Town Clerk.........................734-5411
Police..................................734-5211
Fire......................................734-5211
Bristol Fire..........................734-5311
High School........................734-5492

New Photography Club in Lamar
The High Plains Photographers
Meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at
Viaero Wireless.
For Young and Old
For Amateur and Professional
Call (719) 688-7720
for more information
The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Solar Array Proposal for Holly School
Tabled by Town Board
The Holly Town Board dealt with a diverse agenda during their monthly meeting,
this past Wednesday, September 7.
Several items were tabled until additional information was available; including electric service at the Holly landfill and a proposal from resident Josh Reinert for the use of a
portion of Pine Street which is landlocked. Another matter was also tabled, although it
prompted an involved discussion between Rick Rigel, acting general manager of ARPA,
Arkansas River Power Authority, and Joe Bedford and Rick Moats, representing Adolfson & Peterson Construction Company. The company has applied for a $180,000
grant to construct an electricity generating solar array for the new Holly school which
will produce 100 kilowatts of power. The issue concerns future billing percentages on
a net metering agreement among the town, the construction company and ARPA when
the array comes on line. The matter was tabled as Holly Town Administrator Marsha
Willhite was not able to attend the meeting. Board members decided to conduct a
workshop session on all the financial ramifications of the proposal prior to their October board meeting.
Vance Brian, Field Services Supervisor told the board the water main on 6th Street
has been repaired, replacing the old, 6 inch cast-iron water main, which will end the
colored water going through the pipe. Roto-mill has been used to fill in various potholes around the town and two hydraulic lines have been replaced on the trash truck.
Some of the lids to the trash bins around town have been bowing out. Brian explained
that when the bins are dumped into the truck, the lids are forced against a restraining
bar which causes the bend in the material. The town’s well were recently checked by a
LAWMA representative and are in good shape.
The town is moving ahead with an electronic bill payment system. Town Clerk,
Mary Rushton explained the agreement with SIPA, Statewide Internet Portal Authority which helps get communities online for bill payments. There is a user fee for the
service, amounting to less than a dollar per online transaction or with credit cards, and
only $1 when ‘echecks’ are issued. Rushton said fewer accounts are being paid by direct
mail or in person. Other financial matters included approval of $4,635 for Amanda
Brown, who conducted the 2011 Municipal Audit, as well as $700 for an audit on
the town’s solid waste facility. Municipal Budget Consulting Services will be billed at
hourly rates. Rushton said a $3,700 fee for flood plain mapping for the town would
come from the General Fund. Due to the fee increases enacted this past summer, the
RV park had revenues of $3,400 against $2,900 in expenses; Building Permits generated
$2,400 for the town against $1,400 in expenses and cost of electricity was up a bit in
July, but delinquent payments didn’t show that much of a deviation from past months.
The municipal pool earned $12,000 for the summer against $26,000 in expenses.
The town board approved the dance license for the Holly Gateway Fair Board.
The dance will be held September 24. The board suggested the town have an increased
police presence in the community during the dance and the fair. There was brief discussion but no solutions to the increased costs of providing first run movies at the Holly
Theater. Movie providers are switching to digital production and distribution, and the
devices won’t work on the current theater projectors. By comparison, it was noted that
Syracuse, KS recently completed a fund drive to raise $90,000 to update their theater
with new equipment and Holly’s costs would be comparable. Further discussion was
tabled for a later date.
Calvin Melcher suggested the board look at funding to improve the gravel runway
at the municipal airport. Melcher said that due to fires in the region this past summer,
the town may have to accommodate water tankers, and the airport’s gravel runway is
not up to standards for safe landings and take off. Donna Davis with the Colorado
State Forest Service provided an update on a regional wildfire protection plan. Rural
communities are documenting what are considered ‘fuel spots’ for potential fires in a six
mile burn radius around a town or city. Some towns, she said, are using grants to fund
fire alert signage along county roads and highways and fire marshals and rural fire chiefs
are establishing fire mitigation plans within the six mile area. By Russ Baldwin
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Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design • Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps
Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
email: lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

Obituaries
Preston Grover - January 7, 1949 – September 6, 2011 - Funeral services for Lamar,
Colorado resident Preston Grover were held Saturday September 10, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO. Graveside committal services and burial followed
at the Maxey Cemetery in Baca County. Those desiring may make memorial contributions to the charity of their choice, either directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral
Chapel, P.O. Box 950, Lamar, CO. 81052. For additional information and online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Eric Michael Peery - June-23-1983 – August-24-2011 - An outdoor memorial celebration for former Lamar resident, Eric M. Peery was held at 6:00 PM, Saturday, September
10, 2011 at the Peery Pond with Rev. Dave Davis of the Lamar First Baptist Church officiating. Memorial contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society in care
of the Peacock Funeral Home. For online condolences, please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Jesse R. Sena - March 4, 1959 – September 7, 2011 - A Funeral Mass for lifelong Lamar
resident, Jesse R. Sena was held at 10:00 AM, Wednesday, September 14, 2011 at St.
Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church with Reverend Charlie Sena
officiating. A Rite of Committal followed at Riverside Cemetery.
Memorial Contributions may be made to the Jesse R. Sena Memorial Fund in care of
the Peacock Funeral Home. For online condolences, please visit the website at: www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Lou Darrel Anderson - September 3, 1931 – September 11, 2011 - A Celebration of Life
for longtime Kiowa County resident, Darrel Anderson will be held at 10:00 AM, Thursday, September 15, 2011 at the Towner Methodist Church with Reverend Larry Barbary
officiating. Interment will follow at the Towner Cemetery. The casket will be open prior
to the service at the church beginning at 9:00 AM. Memorial Contributions may be
made to the Greeley County Long Term Care Resident Council either direct or in care of
the Peacock Funeral Home. For online condolences and current information, please visit
the website at: www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
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Upcoming Events
Thursday, September 15 - 5-6:30 pm, My Wholesale Products hosts Business After
Hours • 7am, Lamar Chamber, Board meeting
Friday, September 16 - Elks Family Night
Saturday, September 17 - Retail Trades Fall Festival, downtown Lamar, 10am-4pm •
Buzzard’s Roost Road Jam (day/night) • SOS Dance, 7pm, Butch Buchanan
September 17-25 - Holly Gateway Fair
Sunday, September 18 - Wiley Church of God is having a fall BBQ Sunday, at 6 pm.
Tuesday, September 20 - Lodging Tax Panel, 4pm, PCDI Offices
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Holly Town Government
Administrator.............................537-6633
Town Clerk.................................537-6622
Utilities.......................................537-6025
Sheriff.........................................336-8050
Non Emergency..........................537-6526
Fire Department.........................537-6650
Library........................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic..................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center.................537-6555

