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PMC Recall Election Initiated for Ruedeman, Campbell
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Local residents as well as some PMC board members were taken by surprise by the
announcement of a recall petition drive for two of the newest members of the Prowers
Medical Center Board of Directors, Candy Ruedeman and Marge Campbell.
The paper work, initiated by PMC employees, Barbara Kuenzel and Joan Hanff, was
passed through the Prowers County District Court last Thursday, August 25. The Petition initiative states that there are other members of the recall declaration, “whom wish to
remain anonymous at this time.”
Audrey Kane, the interim chief financial officer of Prowers Medical Center has been
appointed as the Designated Election Official. She took over the CFO duties of Randy
Nightengale, who left PMC two months ago. Prowers County Clerk and Recorder Jana
Coen said the vote will be conducted by Kane in the Prowers Medical Center Hospital
District and limited to registered voters in that region. The district encompasses Prowers
and a portion of Baca County, but Kane said that portion of Baca County has no registered voters. The logistics of the recall election will follow the revised state statutes for
Colorado. Once Kane determines the statutes have been met; the petitioners will have
60 days in which to collect 300 authorized signatures per person for the vote to move
forward. Kane said there is no timetable set for that right now, but each set of the 300
signatures will have to be verified. The recall will not progress if 300 signatures cannot
be found. The recall will be set to a majority rule, with one vote needed for each board
member to determine if they will be recalled.
Kane said the cost of conducting the recall vote will determine whether the balloting
will be done by mail or at a designated location. How quickly the signatures can be collected within the 60 day window will be an additional factor on the election time table.
The reasons for the recall drive for both Campbell and Ruedeman are listed in the
petition application. While some reasons are generalized, there are few specifics, such as
names, dates or hospital departments that have been listed in the Reasoning-For Cause
Statement. It is not known if any additional information will become available to the
public, either through press releases or a type of public forum so voters will have a basis
on how to determine their ballot.
Jan Hall, Prowers Medical Center Board Chairman said that hospital employees, not
the board members, are behind the recall petition drive. Hall stated, “The hospital has
come a long way in the past three years, from financially hanging by a thread at a million
dollars in the hole, to having a $5 million reserve. We’re recruiting new doctors and purchasing new equipment, and I don’t want this to reflect negatively on all the work done by
the hospital employees and the board.” He added, “I’ve always felt strongly that the board
members stay out of the day to day operations of the hospital. We have management that
has been educated in that field, and if management is not doing that good a job, it’s the
board’s responsibility to bring in new management.” Hall said there has been disagreement on the board, one area is on the role taken by Quorum Health Resources with
Ruedeman and Campbell expressing their beliefs that the arrangement with the hospital
management company should be discontinued. Hall said that Quorum operates under a
three year contract with PMC. He added, “I might ask for a special meeting with all board
members, but that would take a majority vote to bring about. And if we decide to meet, as
the recall petition was not initiated by the other board members, we couldn’t discuss that
as it will follow its own course with the election. We could be educated on the steps that
would have to be followed if the recall election does go through.” By Russ Baldwin
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Prowers County Development Incorporated board members are discussing a means of
maintaining their funding sources for the next several years. The economic development
group, like 95% of other similar organizations across the state, receives their operating
funds from government sources. For PCDI, that’s the county and the City of Lamar.
Each contributes $50,000 a year for the operation, and other outside sources have contributed a lesser amount. Community partnership contributions are not close to the
budgeted figure for the 2011 year.
Prowers County Commissioner Gene Millbrand stated that the county is on board for
their share of funding for 2012, but some members expressed concern that some members
of the city council may reconsider funding PCDI when their 2012 budget talks start next
month. PCDI Executive Director Lisa Nolder said she’s realistic over the fact that not
every other town in the county has the funds to contribute on a sustained basis. To date,
Wiley, Granada and Holly have not made a contribution this year. Millbrand said that
when a community has to deliberate about spending money for a fax cartridge, you realize
that finances are tight. He added that in today’s economic climate, financial success stories
are about being able to maintain a status quo. Nolder said the board needs to develop a
strategy for what may occur if the city decides to discontinue their annual share of funding. She said a meeting with some PCDI board members and Mayor Roger Stagner and
City Administrator Bill Pfeilsticker would be the most logical place to start.
Nolder said she’s hampered about discussing PCDI’s merits for economic development
because most businesses expect complete confidentiality when discussing their finances
and future business plans. She urged the board to make the extra effort to stay abreast of
PCDI’s past accomplishments and refer to them when explaining how the agency benefits the county. Board President, Cathy Buxton, echoed that sentiment, saying, “We all
need to be on board, and be there to represent PCDI and Lisa at various local meetings.”
Nolder’s activity outline for July and August indicated she has been in contact with a small
wind manufacturing plant, filled out several requests for information regarding the Washington Street property, participated in expansion plans for a Holly greenhouse, worked on
an incentive package for the new Cow Palace Inn owners, discussed a site with a Boulder
firm for a plastic recycling plant and aggregate manufacture, discussed expansion plans for
another Holly business, met with representatives from local feedyards and a biofuel company looking to expand to the Arkansas Valley, met with local land owners regarding development of a privately funded equine center, attended the GP water discussions hosted
by Karl Nyquist in Lamar and met with the new state director of the Office of Economic
Development and International Trade.
How to best sell the Washington Street property, the former Big R offices and warehouse was also discussed. The property had been listed locally at first, but was recently
put on Craigslist for Colorado. PCDI had $35,100 in the spring of 2010 to maintain
the property, but has had to use those funds to maintain liability insurance, office maintenance, city and natural gas utilities as well as marketing the property, equipment upkeep
and grounds maintenance. PCDI Vice President Mike Bryant gave the board a calendar
projection of when the funds would be depleted, even with some overhead cutbacks that
would be instituted this September. Bryant said he’s looking at a proposal for an exclusive
listing on the property along the Front Range as little local interest has been developed
for the site.
The new PCDI website will be off line for about a week, according to Board Secretary,
Carla Scranton. “We’re discussing the latest changes with the web designer and moving
over to a new system that allows us to make changes and updates locally,” she explained.
Board Member Marsha Willhite said there were some community oriented statistics that
needed updating as well. By Russ Baldwin
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Granada Town Board Facing Budget Increases
The Granada Trustees will be covering their 2012 budget with a fine tooth comb
this fall, attempting to find extra revenues for additional expenses. Two areas were noted
during the August 24 meeting, a request for E-9-1-1 funding from the Prowers County
Commissioners; and the other added expense will be for repairs along the town’s 200 foot
long levee. While the commissioners have a figure in mind for emergency phone funding
from Granada, it’s an open book for the levee repairs. The good news is that the flood
plain study showed that only as little as two inches of material needs to be added to some
portions of the levee. The report from the Colorado Water Conservancy Board assessed
Granada to be in very good shape compared to other towns in this region. Granada may
try to team with Holly officials on a portion of the study to minimize engineering costs.
The Granada levee, according to the assessment, has a ‘Freeboarding’ status with regard to
needing flood insurance for homes and businesses. Trustee Jarene DeBono said the board
has until this October to outline its plans for a Freeboard project. County Commissioner
Gene Millbrand said Mary Root, County Director for Southeast Land & Development,
could assist with information for a starting point on the report. The CWBC requires that
the levees must be certified by October 2013 to be up to code, otherwise Granada citizens
could be required to carry flood insurance on their mortgages.
The other dollar impact on the town budget for 2012 will come from the county’s
request for funding to cover the cost of E-9-1-1 calls in Granada. There were 1,178 calls
made in 2010, and according to Granada Police Chief David Dougherty, 660 calls had been
made so far in 2011. All three commissioners were on hand at the Granada meeting to
address the funding issue. They estimated Granada’s share, on 9% of the calls, at $28,000,
based on the $310,000 cost of running the operation last year. Through some new calculations offered by Trustee Martin Jensen, the amount was reduced to $15,500 and later, down
to 4% of calls, or about $12,863. 555 calls made in 2010 were from the Granada police
department. Chief Dougherty explained that when information-request calls were made
regarding traffic stops or other events, it was apparently added to the total. He told the
board he would take steps to reduce that many calls. The Commissioners asked the board
to make an appropriate contribution in next year’s budget. The number of ambulance calls
to Granada was also discussed with the commissioners. Those also impact the total number
of emergency calls. The recent county-city of Lamar meeting noted that ambulance runs to
Granada was increasing. The county contributes $12,000 a year to the city for the Lamar
Ambulance operation. Commissioner Joe Marble said the county has paid the cost for the
past five years, but can’t afford to do it alone anymore and was looking to other towns in the
county for financial support. Even though each phone, including cell phones, used in the
county is assessed a $0.70 monthly surcharge by the E-9-1-1 Authority Board to offset the
dispatch operation, that price is fixed and can only be altered by the state PUC. The fee is
in line with other rural and metro cities in Colorado.
In other news, the town’s water system has been repaired. John McMillan, the new town
maintenance supervisor since June first, reported to the Trustees during Wednesday’s makeup meeting from earlier this month. He said water service from the pumps was restored
about two weeks ago and the booster pumps are operating and a lightning resistor for the
well house has been purchased. McMillan passed his three month probationary period and
is now employed full time with full employee benefits. McMillan reported that the street
sweeper and mosquito sprayer is repaired and spraying will resume in Granada.
In other news, Mayor Baca said the playground equipment will be installed at the park
on the 16th and 17th of September. The board ruled that no garden hoses or extension
cords can be used to supply another residence. Funding for a welcome sign into Granada
was discussed. $1,900 has already been secured and another $2,000 will be needed.
SECORHT, the regional tourism group said two information kiosks will be set up in
Granada, and one side of the old jail will be painted with an historically oriented mural.
CDOT, however, rejected the town’s proposed locations for the information kiosks as being too hard to see from the highway. The board decided that while a dishwasher was used
so little in the senior center, the broken unit didn’t need to be replaced. However, the
broken ice maker will be brought into Lamar for repairs, not to exceed $200. Discussion
regarding the outdoor loan and use of the white chairs and tables from the complex went
unresolved. The Civic Club has a policy that when the equipment was donated that it
could not be used on loan and out of doors. Marge Creech, speaking for the Club, said
the policy was ignored during the National Night Out event in town when the equipment
was taken to the park. She said members were fearful that once the loan of equipment
begins, chairs or tables would not be returned, and the policy should be honored regardless of the nature of the event. By Russ Baldwin

WANTED

Man or Woman with Integrity
Those Without Need Not Apply
Detention Deputy & Patrol Deputy

PROWERS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
contact Undersheriff Ron Trowbridge

(719) 336-8050

Visit us online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
Obituaries
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The Time Has Come...

longtime Lamar and Granada area resident, Vera Jean Reynolds will be held at 10:00
AM, Wednesday, August 31, 2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Reverend Kathy
Leathers of the Holly United Methodist Church officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation for Jean was held on Tuesday, August 30, 2011at the Peacock
Funeral Home. Memorial Contributions may be made to donor’s charity of choice either
direct or in care of the Peacock Funeral Home. Online condolence may be made by visiting the website at; www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Entertainment, BBQ and Auction
Combine for Lamar Area Hospice
A casual dress, dinner dance and auction held this past Saturday, August 27, helped
raise funds for the Lamar Area Hospice. The annual event was held out doors at Brad
Semmens’ Country Acres RV Park and Motel and catered by Mike Marinac’s Caterers.
The open bar, providing cocktails, beer and wine was compliments of A & B Liquor in
Lamar. The event contributes funds for the annual activities of the Lamar Area Hospice. Rob Morlan kept the bidding going during the live auction, and the band, Wooden
Nickel provided music through the night, until the end of the party.
Funds are raised through donations, a live and silent auction and from ticket sales for
the dinner dance. It was also announced at the outset of the evening that an additional
$5,000 was raised for Hospice by the annual Angel’s Open golf tournament two weeks
earlier, on August 14, at Spreading Antlers Golf Course in Lamar. The proceeds from the
dinner are being tabulated, and following that, a check for the golf proceeds and the dinner dance will be presented to the Lamar Area Hospice.
The Lamar Area Hospice has been serving Southeast Colorado since the early 1980’s
and provides respite care for the terminally ill and their families. Hospice activities are
supported primarily through donations. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
Thursday, September 1 - SOS Center, Foot Care, 9am-3pm, Call 691-1253 • N.E.
Prowers Conservation Dist. Annual Meeting-Dinner, 6pm, Granada

September 1st and 2nd - Annual Dove Hunt, Cow Palace Inn
Saturday, September 3 - SOS Dance, 7pm, Lee Robinson
Sunday, September 4 - Open House, 2pm, First Baptist Church in Holly
Monday, September 5 - Labor Day, State, County & Local Offices Closed • Sage Nutrition & PATS also closed

Tuesday, September 6 - High Plains Photographers & Lamar Library host Dan Ballard

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

6pm to 8pm – Photo presentation and photo walk at Lamar Public Library.
Wednesday, September 7 - City Council Breakfast, 7am LCC Cafeteria • Noon-Holly
Commercial Club, Methodist Church • 7pm-Holly Town Board Meeting • Lamar Elks
Lodge, Canned Food Drive, 6:30-8:30pm
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Holly Town Government
Administrator.............................537-6633
Town Clerk.................................537-6622
Utilities.......................................537-6025
Sheriff.........................................336-8050
Non Emergency..........................537-6526
Fire Department.........................537-6650
Library........................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic..................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center.................537-6555

