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Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

Invest in YOU

FREE
Take One!

Get a new  
lease on  
renters  
insurance.

Anna M Carere, Agent
701 S. Main St
Lamar, CO 81052
Bus: 719-336-5212
anna.carere.st2f@statefarm.com

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building? 

Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

Professional Tree & Lawn Care

Lawn Fertilization
Tree Injection

Pest/Disease Control
Bare Ground/Weed Control
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Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

Water Deal, Benefit or Drawback? 
How can taking water off the land be good for the agricultural economy in Prowers 

County and southeast Colorado?  That was the question Karl Nyquist of GP Resources, 
LLC attempted to answer during a Q & A session at the Lamar Community Building 
Tuesday night, August 16.

Nyquist told a full house, including city and county representatives, other water own-
ers and concerned citizens, that the plans would result in a win-win scenario for this 
region and water hungry sections of the Front Range which account for 80% of the state’s 
population, but has access to only 20% of local water sources.  GP Group now owns 40% 
of the Lamar Canal water, as well as 1100-1200 LAWMA water shares and water interests 
in Granada Irrigation.  Nyquist intends to transfer 10,000 acre feet of water a year through 
a 150 mile pipeline running northwest from Prowers County to Kiowa, Cheyenne, Lin-
coln and El Paso Counties.  The treatment plant will be in Lamar at West Farms.  The 
move will dry up 4,000 acres of land owned by GP Resources of which 2,000 acres will be 
re-irrigated and the rest dry-land farmed.  Eleven pumping stations will move the treated 
water up the pipeline mostly through an abandoned gas line purchased by the group.  
Nyquist said that will help with right of way and easement concerns.

A major concern is getting a change of use declaration from the state water courts, 
and getting the Prowers County Commissioners to sign off on a 1041 regulation which 
pertains to revegetation practices when farm land is dried up.  Jillane Hixson, a local land-
owner asked how Nyquist can legally move water from the other side of John Martin Dam 
to the Front Range.  Nyquist said his lawyers claim that they can show there is no injury to 
other parties by the move or increased depletion from that water change.  He said all he’s 
doing is taking and using the water which rightfully belongs to him and the GP Group.  
That’s a similar answer he gave to Lamar businessman Don Turner when he asked about 
the impact on junior water rights owners.   Nyquist said he anticipates anywhere from 
seven to 10 years to get the legal issues resolved and intends to see the treatment plant in 
operation by 2021. 

He said the area will benefit from economic diversity from the treatment plant, creat-
ing from 400 to 500 jobs in the construction phase and he estimated there’d be 63 per-
manent jobs at the treatment plant and seven full time jobs working the gravel pit owned 
by GP Resources.   He did not say if all those jobs would be based in Prowers County 
or if they would be sectioned out along the 150 mile long pipeline. The treatment plant 
will use deep well injection under the local acquifer to dispose of the brine and residue 
once the water has been treated.  Nyquist said an evaporation lagoon is also a possibility.  
GP Resources intends to have their case filed before the water court by the first quarter 
of 2012.  Another presentation on GP Resources’ plans will be held at the Lamar Com-
munity Building next Tuesday, August 23. By Russ Baldwin

City-County Review Revenue Obligations in Joint Meeting
How much money do we have, how much do we have to spend, how much can you 

pay?  Those were the central questions surrounding common elements to the Lamar City 
Council and Prowers County Commissioners during a joint meeting held at the Cultural 
Events Center Monday evening, August 15. 

Those areas of interest included annual funding for PCDI, Prowers County Develop-
ment Incorporated; Lamar Ambulance Service; E-9-1-1 Center, the Library Bookmobile; 
PATS, Prowers Area Transit Service and the Lamar Community Resource and Senior Cen-
ter.  For several years, the city and county have tried to find equitable percentages of con-
tributions for these areas, but the sticking point has been the level of funding as opposed 
to the amount of use.  The county points out that it funds some areas, such as PATS, 
E-9-1-1 or the Lamar Ambulance that are used primarily by city residents. 

PCDI has been funded equally by the city and county, each contributing $50,000 an-
nually to the operation of the economic development organization.  Commissioner Gene 
Millbrand pledged $50,000 for the 2012 budget.  Lamar Mayor Roger Stagner indicated 
there were no immediate changes in funding that he could see, but long range support 
would be pending any budget changes the city encounters over the next several years.  The 
city’s three year commitment to funding PCDI is expiring.  

The county is ready to discontinue funding for the Bookmobile as being too expensive 
to operate.  Based on an assessment that it costs about $5 to have a book checked out from 
the mobile library, the county is prepared to let any future funding, about $32,500 a year,  
expire.   The city operates the bookmobile, and Mayor Stagner said Debbie Reynolds, Lamar 
Librarian needs to be brought into the discussion, as there is the possibility of a person losing 
a job unless they could be reintegrated into the library staff in another capacity.  Commis-
sioner Millbrand said, “Given the ability to download books from the internet, the book-
mobile has pretty much outlived its purpose compared with modern technology.”  Com-
missioner Joe Marble stated that he can pay a lending library to have a book mailed directly 
to him.  Councilman P.J. Wilson supported the conclusion.  He said the city is looking at 
replacing a generator for the bookmobile in the neighborhood of $12,000.   Millbrand said 
the county has levied a quarter percent of a mill to pay for the operation, and that money 
could be better spent someplace else, such as supporting the cost of the Lamar Ambulance. 
(Continued on the website at theprowersjournal.com) By Russ Baldwin

Babe Ruth Wrap Up and ‘Pitcher Perfect’
The Extreme team from Wilson County, North Carolina won their way through the 

Babe Ruth 16U Softball World Series in Lamar this past Saturday, defeating the Wausau 
All Stars, 6-4 in the championship match at Citizen’s Field in Lamar.

The Extreme went undefeated through the series, and enjoyed a day of rest, Friday, 
August 12 in the double elimination brackets with their victory over Levittown, NY on 
Thursday. Wausau had to play two games on Friday to make it to the championship 
match, defeating the Arkansas team 4 to 1 and after a break, put down Levittown, NY in 
a hard-fought contest, 8 to 7. There was a prospect for an extra game, but only if Wausau 
won the first match, given that Wilson County had been undefeated.

The Extreme started their first inning with two runs, and another in the second, but 
their bats went temporarily cold as Wausau turned on the power, nailing their 4 runs in 
the third inning, but those would be their last hits. Wilson County came back for two 
more runs in the sixth inning and clinched it with a safety run in the top of the seventh. 
Wausau wasn’t able to respond and despite a quick inning, never turned away from a 
chance to stay alive until the last moment.

This World Series will go into the record books for another reason, a perfectly pitched 
game, and the first in the history of the 16U Softball Babe Ruth League. Ashley Massoni 
from the Levittown, NY Slammers knocked off 14 of the 21 batters she faced from the 
Osawatomi, KS team. On Tuesday, August 9, she showed perfect form and composure as 
her teammates dealt with the other opponents to give them a 5 to 0 win and put the team 
and Ashley Massoni in the record books. (Continued on the website at theprowersjournal.
com) By Russ Baldwin
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

411 East Elm St - Lamar, CO - 719.688.6371

SUMMER AC
TIVITIES

AUGUST 19th

BACK TO SCHOOL LUAU
from 6 - 8 pm

at the Lamar Park

Questions?  Call Callie 719.688.6371

formerly P3

We hope everyone enjoyed
their Summer!

Good Luck this Fall!!

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

WANTED
Man or Woman with Integrity

Those Without Need Not Apply
Detention Deputy & Patrol Deputy

contact Undersheriff Ron Trowbridge

(719) 336-8050

PROWERS COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Sign up for Breaking News at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com
you Will be entered for a chance to Win A Free Night at Cuchara Inn
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OPEN DAILY at 11:00 am
7 Days a Week

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM

100 Savage Avenue in Lamar  -  336.8888

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM

g

1ST   MARGARITA  $1.991ST   MARGARITA  $1.99

Obituaries
Louis R. Campbell - March 19, 1918 – August 11, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for 
former longtime Lamar resident, educator and principal of the Lamar Junior High School 
from 1955 to 1980, Louis “Lou” Campbell was held Tuesday, August 16, 2011 at the 
United Methodist Church of Lamar, with Reverend Ramon Robledo officiating. Inter-
ment followed at Fairmount Cemetery, Lamar, Colorado. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Lamar United Methodist Church direct or in care of the Peacock Funeral 
Home.  For current information and online condolences, please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
D. Gene Gant - July 19, 1939 – August 15, 2011 - A mass of Christian Burial for Lamar, 
CO. resident D. Gene Gant  will be held at 10:00 A.M. Saturday August 20, 2011 at St. 
Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church  in Lamar, Colorado. Father 
Damasus Okoro will officiate the mass and gravesite in-urnment will follow in the Veterans 
Section of Fairmount Cemetery, Lamar. Full military honors will be bestowed by the Lamar 
V.F.W. Post #3621 and the Lamar American Legion Post #71.  A Rosary/ Scripture Service 
for Gene, led by Deacon Henry Wertin, will be held at 7:00 P.M. Friday August 19, 2011, 
also at St. Francis de/Sales Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Lamar. Per Gene’s request, 
cremation has taken place and there will be no public visitation.  For additional information 
and online condolences please visit the website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.

West Nile Virus Found in Otero County, 
Prowers Residents Alerted

August 15, 2011-The Prowers County Department of Public Health and Environ-
ment advises all residents to take precautions against West Nile Virus. We had a very dry 
first half of the summer but with the more recent moisture it is likely that our area will see 
increased mosquito activity including those that can carry the virus.

Keith Siemsen, Manager for Environmental Health with the Prowers County Public 
Health and Environment Department stressed that the West Nile mosquito season isn’t 
winding down; it’s just beginning in the latter half of this summer. Siemsen pointed out 
that although there have been no positive cases of West Nile bearing mosquitoes so far 
this year in Prowers County, last year, three of the four reported cases occurred in the 
September-October time frame, including a fatality.

West Nile Virus bearing mosquitoes have been found in Otero County, according 
to information from the Otero County Health Department. Health Department Direc-
tor, Rick Ritter stated that tests have been positive in both Otero and Crowley Counties 
recently. The mosquitoes were found in testing pools in the region.

Prowers County Health Department officials set out traps each year to collect samples 
of mosquitoes, mostly along the Arkansas River area, which is a natural breeding ground 
for the insects. The county and city have also continued a routine spraying system for 
Lamar and county communities, as well as applying larvicide chemicals to help prevent 
breeding in areas of standing water. Aerial spraying is limited to conditions when winds 
are relatively calm.

West Nile was first introduced in Prowers County in 2004 and human cases have 
occurred at various levels since then. In 2010 Prowers County had 4 cases and the first 
human death due to complications from West Nile Virus. Colorado had a total of 81 
confirmed cases state wide and 4 deaths in 2010.

Keith Siemsen, Environmental Health Manager for Prowers County Public Health 
and Environment, stated, “Each season this virus will be present and circulating around 
the state. The severity of the season will depend on the weather.” Siemsen reports that test-
ing of mosquito pools began in mid-June and will continue through the summer.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, August 18 - Free Ice Cream Social, Willow Creek Park, 6pm, Free Swim 
Night • 7am, Lamar Chamber of Commerce Board Meeting • Drought Management 
Seminar, LCC Bowman Bldg (138) 2pm-5pm • School Begins, Lamar and Holly •              
Prowers County Commissioners Meeting 
Friday, August 19 - LCC Student Orientation • Partners for Hope (formerly P3)  Back 
to School Luau 6-8pm, Willow Creek Park • Action 22-Reapportionment District Meet-
ing, LCC, 6pm, Bownman Bldg
Saturday, August 20  - Annual Tinman Triathlon, 7am, Willow Creek Park 
Monday, August 22 - Lamar City Council Meeting, 7pm • Lamar Utilities Board 
Meeting, Noon • Classes Start at Granada School , Full Day 
Wednesday, August 24 - Prowers Medical Center, Board Meeting, 7pm • LPI, Inc. 
Board Meeting, Noon, Lamar Chamber

High Plains Adult Health Center Opens in Lamar
“Busy Month for High Plains Community Health Center”

A ribbon cutting for the grand opening of the Adult Center/Chronic Care facility 
on Friday, August 12; the start of the Get Lean Lamar weight loss program on Thursday 
the 11th, a blood drive on Monday and the 16th anniversary celebrations of HPCHC on 
Monday, August 1…all part of the observance of National Health Center Week at High 
Plains Community Health Center.

Jay Brooke, director of the High Plains Clinic, along with assorted staff members, 
played host to the community this past Friday, showing off the brand new 5,000 square 
foot Adult Health Center, south of the Dental Clinic. The opening had been delayed 
for several months, due to some federal red tape issues that were eventually resolved. 
Brooke said from 9 to 12 employees will staff the new facility which will provide care 
for approximately 1,000 high blood pressure patients and 500 who have diabetes, both 
chronic health care issues. Brooke said the new facility’s mission is to, “make the patients 
well and make them better.” He said various education classes are being set up which will 
offer information on healthier lifestyle choices and health coaches will also work with the 
clinic’s patients.

The new building is modeled in the fashion of an upscale business office, featuring 
darker colored rugs and textured wall and subdued lighting. Brooke said the quieter, 
slower paced facility is designed with adults in mind, as the services will not primarily be 
geared to children. The transfer of patients under the care of Dr. Margaret Loewen has al-
ready begun and additional patients will be added as plans call for additional staff. Brooke 
said both clinics make use of a computer system that facilitates the access to a patient’s 
medical information.

The Colorado Community Health Network provides a 2011 rundown of the eco-
nomic impact health care centers offer to the state. On the average, clinics provide care 
for 1 in 10 residents and comprehensive primary health care at 131 CHC sites in 34 
counties in Colorado. Of that number, 10 sites are located on the Southeast Plains, caring 
for 14,558 patients. Those clinics account for 193 full-time jobs and generate over $10 
million in economic impact for their area each year. By Russ Baldwin

Sheriff’s Department Now at Full Strength
Two new officers were sworn in on the steps of the Prowers County Sheriff ’s De-

partment Monday morning, August 16, by Sheriff Jim Faull. Brad Bardessona will be 
employed as a Detention officer and Therisa Foor, who was a former CSP trooper in this 
region, will become a County Patrol Deputy.

Faull said this is the first time since last September that his department was at full 
strength, an event he welcomed for several reasons. “This new hiring will help ease some 
of the workload of our current department, and it will also save us in overtime salaries.” 
Faull said that because of shortages, his overtime salary has been running around $10,000 
per month.

The sheriff ’s department employs 31 persons, including Faull. He said he has nine 
deputies on the road, two clerking and 19 deputies in the jail. Undersheriff Ron Trow-
bridge commented, “We have a quality staff which is nice to find for us. It’s what we’re 
always looking for.” Sheriff Faull said finding officer Foor was very beneficial as she already 
knows the area, “We’ll just have to bring her up to speed on the criminal part of her job,” 
he added. Foor was with the CSP for three years. By Russ Baldwin


