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Personnel Assignments Approved by RE-2 School Board

Invest in YOU
Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

The Lamar RE-2 School Board approved extra duty assignments for five teachers
during Monday night’s meeting, July 11. They included: Gary Hammer, Asst. Volleyball
at LHS; Jesus Roman Jr, Asst Boys Soccer, LHS; Andy Shaw, Asst Golf, LHS; Katie Smotherman, 8th Grade Head Volleyball, LMS; Patrice Siegfried, Intramurals, Parkview Elementary. The board also accepted the resignation of Tammy Clark as School Nurse.
Board members approved the high school student handbook and athletic handbook
as presented by principal Rocky Robbins, as well as the school district’s participation in the
November, 2011 Coordinated Election. The board discussed the format for the Superintendent’s Retreat August 19 and 20. Board President Ron Peterson said identification of
the district’s strengths and weaknesses should be outlined on the first day, and discussion
would follow on the next day on how to address those issues. Some discussion would also
follow on potential budget cuts and early student registration numbers. Although no vote
was taken by the board, the general indication regarding the district’s acceptance of the
City of Lamar’s Urban Renewal agreement was favorable. In the agreement, school taxes
would be used in the Urban District. Peterson said the city has agreed to backfill amounts
lost to the district, if the state should not contribute the difference.
Washington Elementary School Principal Kenny Davis presented an outline of a
new report card which would be applied to first and second grade student achievements
and goals. He explained to the board, the modifications would use a percentage value
on a student’s progress on a detailed breakdown of goals. Board member Allan Medina
suggested the explanations be altered to use less ‘edu-speak’ so as to make them more
understandable by parents. Davis said he’d provide the board with a revised form at a
later date. By Russ Baldwin

Pfeilsticker New Lamar City Administrator
Deputy city administrator Bill Pfeilsticker accepted the city administrator position,
offered by the Lamar council during Monday night’s meeting, July 11. The council voted
unanimously to offer a contract to Pfeilsticker, who has been employed as deputy administrator since 2009. Pfeilsticker replaces Ron Stock, whose resignation took effect
Friday, July 8. Mayor Roger Stagner stated that thirty-seven candidates responded to the
advertised position and Pfeilsticker was one of three selected for in-person interviews and
a public meet-and-greet session at the Lamar Cultural Events Center this June. According to city councilman and mayor pro tem, Skip Ruedeman, the contract acceptance will
discontinue the position of deputy city administrator.
Pfeilsticker told the council and audience, “Thank you for this opportunity. I will
work to live up to the council’s standards and your expectations as city administrator.
“Stagner suggested an official ‘meet and greet’ be held for the general public at the next
city council meeting. The mayor added, “Bill has done a wonderful job for the city in the
past. It’s really amazing on what we have sitting here right now.”
An ordinance was passed on second reading, which will present to Lamar voters, a
choice to continue using the Lamar Ledger newspaper as an official publication for various
city notices or cancel. The alternative will have all such notices posted on the city’s new
municipal website and physically posted at the city clerk’s office. Regardless of the vote,
the city will use the website for official notices. A vote to discontinue using the newspaper
will save the city an average of $300 per month for notices. The city treasurer said earlier,
that formatting some of the city information to the newspaper’s pages had become timeconsuming and difficult.
July 25 of this year was chosen as the date for two public hearings regarding special use
permits. The Buzzard’s Roost at West Hickory and North Main Street in Lamar, applied for
a temporary modification of premise application for their annual “Road Jam” music festival,
scheduled this year for September 17 and 18. The event features several regional bands that
perform outdoors adjacent to the Roost. The second hearing will be held for an application
from the Fraternal Order of Eagles #3898 Lodge on South Main Street. Their event is a public
fish fry which will be hosted from 9am to midnight on August 6.
Lamar’s levees are in need of upgrades, according to a regional engineering mapping
report prepared for FEMA. Bobby Ward, Chief Building Official for the city, attended
a meeting in June at the Prowers County Courthouse that outlined the state of the levee
system in the county. Ward reported to the city council Monday night, that the findings
showed some of Lamar’s levees are not in compliance with the National Flood Insurance
Program and need to be upgraded to receive insurance accreditation. If not, those portions of the city in the flood plain would be required to purchase flood insurance, and the
new classification would affect future business development in the community and impact
the Urban Renewal District. Also noted was the safety concern to Lamar’s residents resulting from a significant flood. During the June meeting, Ward asked the project engineer
what the cost of compliance for Lamar could be, and what forms of funding are available
to pay for the cost. Lamar’s share of the most recent study is $15,000. Ward said the
general guidelines provide for a three year improvement project at which time the results
of a new study would be forwarded to FEMA. He said he’ll check with Mary Root, Prowers County Land Use Administrator who is checking into potential grant funding for the
project. The levees in question run north and east from opposite the municipal swimming
pool, extending a quarter of a mile. Ward said the study found the levees in some places
are as much as three to five feet short of regulated height.
Most of the council’s work session concerned the mechanics of developing a tourism
oriented marketing district for a select portion of the city. City attorney Garth Nieschburg explained that the tax area would be confined to only twelve motels within the Lamar city limits and the taxes would be levied only on those persons renting a room at the
motel, very similar to the current 2% Lodging Tax. The proposed marketing district tax
would be an additional 4% and would fund tourism oriented projects benefiting Lamar.
The city, not the county, would be in charge of the funding. A special election would
be scheduled which will involve only those persons who are managers and residents of
the motels. The twelve motels within the city limits are: Blue Spruce, Chek Inn, Cow
Palace Inn, Days Inn, Golden Arrow, Holiday Inn Express, Holiday Motel, Lamar Super
8, Lamar Travelodge, Passport Inn, Stockmen’s Motor Inn and Third Street B & B. A
petition must first be circulated among the motel owners, and the assessed valuation of all
the commercial real property located within the proposed district must be noted. That
pertains only to those motels noted earlier, or fewer depending on their commercial value.
Nieschburg felt the required bond to cover the costs of the special election could be waived
by the council. By Russ Baldwin
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Highway 89 Bridge Construction Could Relieve Holly
Levee Improvements
Holly Town Administrator Marsha Willhite shared her concerns with board members
regarding the potential cost of improving the community’s four mile span of levees. Engineers hired by FEMA, Federal Emergency Management Authority, have been remapping
flood plains throughout the nation. Holly’s levees are considered to be ‘critical’ in that
they’ve been deemed two feet too short to provide adequate protection against rising water
levels in a one hundred year flood scenario. Willhite said, “This reclassification places
almost the entire community in an expanded flood plain. This means insurance rates in
this area would increase because we’d be rezoned accordingly, and those persons would
need to carry flood insurance.”
The good news, and Willhite’s hope out of this situation, is a hydrology study commissioned by CDOT. The study will take into account how much flood relief would
be provided by the current bridge expansion on highway 89, south of town. Willhite
explained, “I’m anticipating an update from CDOT on how much bottleneck relief could
be provided, but until that time, we just won’t know.” She said the costs associated with
shoring up the levees are beyond the town’s budget, and she will find out if federal funding is available for construction and if the work can be done in stages instead of one
continuous project. Willhite stated that FEMA is also awaiting the results of the CDOT
hydrology engineering study.
The town’s auxiliary generator was recently repaired, according to Vance Brian, Field
Services Operator. He told the board, a panel of fuses and breakers has been replaced, and
the generator performed well in two test modes. The community will be officially informed
in advance of a cold-start test scheduled at 3am on Wednesday, July 20. Lamar Light and
Power will be informed of the test in which essentially, the plug will be pulled on the community, and the only operating power that morning will come from the auxiliary generator
to see how it handles the load. The test should last one hour. Brian said his crew repaired a
leak to the Holly Library roof, as water was filtering from the ceiling. The road repair budget
for chip seal was expended on 1st, 2nd and 3rd Streets last month, and several compliments
were offered for the repairs on the community restrooms in the park prior to the annual
Blue Grass Festival. The board also discussed a weather related issue from a sudden wind
microburst during a June 28 storm. Although there had been claims of a tornado, no corresponding reports had been issued by the National Weather Service and no local alarm was
sounded. When asked if the NWS had done any improvements on storm radar allowing
tornadoes to be predicted for the community, the town administrator replied no. As Holly
is in a geographic depression, and one of the lowest points in the state, their current radar
equipment cannot detect tornadoes below a specific altitude.
Representatives from DoLA, Department of Local Affairs, will be in Holly July 18
to discuss rezoning issues for the community. Willhite explained that the discussions had
been put on hold since the tornado four years ago. The city’s population had declined
since the 2000 national census. Willhite said the 2010 census shows the population at
895, down from the 1,048 figure ten years ago. The board approved a special events
license for August 12 for Adolfson & Peterson Construction Company. The firm is holding an outdoor ‘meet and greet’ in the park for potential contractors for the high school
renovation project. The board also approved the liquor license renewal for Toni’s Bar. A
variance was granted for a two foot extension setback for property owned by Hugh Rushton at the intersection of Park and Highland Streets. The Variance board determined that
will pose no obstruction to traffic.
In other action, the board discussed the need for three drainage tubes to be placed in
the east and west alleys and one near CR35, on the Hefley-Weimer addition northeast of
town and the swimming pool. This is the site that contained numerous FEMA trailers
following the tornado. Plans of the new owners call for houses to be constructed on seven
lots. Utilities are already in place on the acreage. By Russ Baldwin
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Obituaries
Ruth J. Northrup - May 25, 1923 - July 9, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for longtime

Lamar resident, Ruth J. Northrup will be held at 10:00 AM, Wednesday, July 13, 2011
at the Lamar United Methodist Church with Reverend Ramon Robledo officiating.
Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery. Visitation for Ruth will be held from 1:00
PM until 7:00 PM, Tuesday, July 12, 2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel. Memorial
Contributions may be made to the Lamar United Methodist Church or the Lamar Area
Hospice directly or in care of the funeral home office. Arrangements are under the direction of the Peacock Family. For online condolences, please visit our website at; www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.

Lamar Residents Nabbed in Cocaine Bust

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Interagency Cooperation Results in Drug Seizure and Arrests - Lamar Police Department Press Release
Saturday, July 9, 2011, Lamar Police Officers, Prowers County Deputies, Colorado
Highway Patrol, and Parole Officers responded to 410 N. 5th Street, Lamar, to contact a
Parole client.
As a result of the contact, officers arrested Baltazar Parra, age 25, of Lamar, and Jose
Casillas, age 28, of Lamar, and seized cash and almost two ounces of cocaine from the
residence.
Parra and Jose Casillas were charged with Possession of a Schedule II controlled substance and Distribution of a Schedule II controlled substance. Those two individuals
were transported to the Prowers County Jail where they were each held on $50,000 bond.
Parole officers arrested Eustaquio Casillas, age 40 of Lamar, for a parole violation
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Prowers Co. Dist. Boundary Public Hearing Scheduled
The Prowers County Board of Commissioners will hold a Public hearing regarding
the Board’s proposed new designation of Commissioners’ district boundaries in Prowers
County. The Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, July 14, 2011 at 11:30am in the
Commissioners’ board room located in the Prowers County Courthouse, 301 South Main
Street, Suite #215, Lamar, CO.
A copy of the legal descriptions for each of the proposed districts with maps are available for review outside of the Commissioners’ Board Room, 301 South Main Street, #215,
Lamar, CO, up to the time of the Public Hearing between the hours of 8am and 5pm, and
on the Prowers County website: www.prowerscounty.net.

Upcoming Events
Friday, July 15 - Elks Lodge Family Night
Monday, July 18 - Voces Unidas at Lamar Eagles, 6pm
Tuesday, July 19 - 4pm, Prowers Lodging Tax Panel • Cong. Cory Gardner, 8:30am to

10am @ LCC Trustees Bldg, #121 • High Plains Photographers 6:30pm at Viaero Wireless.
Wednesday, July 20 - Lamar Chamber Board Meeting, 7-8am • 9am, World Series
Committee
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The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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