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Apartment Complex Fire Being Investigated 
     Investigators have been sifting through the debris left by Monday’s apartment complex 
fire at 801 South 13th Street in Lamar.  The complex is owned by Grover Management in 
Denver and managed by Anthony LaTour of Lamar.
     The fire alarm was called at 1:29pm and before the fire was extinguished, several depart-
ments had been called out including the Lamar Fire Department, Prowers County Rural 
Fire, as well as units from Wiley, Holly and Granada, plus the Lamar Police Department 
and local EMT responders.  Although there were no direct injuries from the fire, several 
firefighters were treated at the scene due to heat and smoke exposure and one firefighter 
was treated at PMC for heat exhaustion. 
     The fire is believed to have started in an, “exterior balcony, unenclosed porch” on the 
east side of the northern most apartment complex, which housed four families, although 
only the opposite apartments were occupied.  The fire department report stated that the 
material first ignited was “sawn wood” from an exterior wall covering or finish.  A por-
tion of the roof was cut away allowing water to be directed into the attic portion of the 
complex.  This was a common attic, shared by all the apartment units. The east side garage 
was also severely damaged from the fire and hoses, containing numerous boxes of papers 
and documents.
     LaTour said two families were impacted by the fire and he is working to help them 
relocate.  The other renters are still on site.  Regarding the material that is believed to have 
caused the fire, LaTour said he wasn’t aware of any construction work being done at the 
complex. By Russ Baldwin

Wheat Field Days Underway in Colorado
     Colorado State University is conducting their annual Wheat Field Days throughout por-
tions of eastern Colorado, and recently completed on-site summaries in Walsh, Brandon 
and Lamar. Eleven test sites will be viewed through this week and next at Yuma, Julesburg, 
Haxton, Burlington and Orchard.
     One site seventeen miles south of Lamar and owned by John Stulp was surveyed Monday, 
June 6, with about 15 persons on hand, including area farmers and representatives from 
CSU and NRCS.
     Dr. Scott Haley, Professor/Wheat Breeder from the CSU Department of Soil and Crop 
Sciences spoke about how private industry has the funding to work with genetically modi-
fied wheat seed, and due to the cost of getting a new GM trait to market; most universities 
don’t have that level of funding. Haley said the public sector needs to work to get a germ 
plasma base in a competitive position to partner with private industry to deploy genetically 
modified traits in germ plasma.
     Given the current drought situation, last year’s fields are in better shape than this year’s. 
Stulp said his 320 acres site was in better shape than most of his other fields. Haley said last 
year, there were higher yields everywhere. Some areas to the north are faring better than 
southeast Colorado. One farmer near Haxton reported nine inches of rain since the begin-
ning of April.
     The area harvest should be complete by early July and some of the raw data will be posted 
on the internet. Preliminary meetings will be held in August on the harvest outcome. Web-
site information can be seen at csucrop.com and wheat.coloradostate.edu. By Russ Baldwin

State Recommends Improvements at Holly Landfill
     The Holly Landfill has been hit with 10 deficiencies, and has been given from 90 to 180 
days to respond with specific suggestions for improvements or to make the corrections. Town 
administrator, Marsha Willhite, briefed the town board on the findings which resulted from 
an October inspection last year.  Willhite stated, “The survey was done in October, we’ve just 
received the report in late May, and the state wants results in 90 days in some cases.”  Willhite 
commented on the state’s lack of timeliness, explaining she had even submitted an updated 
Design and Operations Plan to the State in 2009 regarding one of the noted deficiencies, but 
added, she never received a response from the State on the updated plan, but the lack of an 
updated plan was listed as one of the ten deficiencies.
     Other deficiencies include: posted signage on allowable materials, the town needs an open 
air burn permit; only ‘clean’ types of wood may be burned; large tree limbs and trunks should 
not be allowed to smolder;  specific files should be kept regarding dumping of petroleum 
contaminated soil; tires must be shredded and not deposited whole, or residents must file a 
form showing they attempted to find an acceptable dump site before using Holly’s landfill; 
documentation showing  landfill staff has been trained for correct procedures; lack of a ground-
water monitoring system although Willhite said the landfill received a waiver due to it’s natural 
protective base; the state needs to be informed when a landfill cell has been closed following 
health regulations; large piles of rubble and concrete can act as vermin breeding areas and needs 
to be reduced in size.  The administrator noted that complete compliance, “Will put a big dent 
in our town budget.”  The town will also need to show it has sufficient ‘financial assurances’ to 
perform the upgrades and maintain the landfill. Willhite noted that the landfill still contains 
tons of debris from the tornado from four years ago and the high school construction project 
will also generate a considerable amount of refuse once it’s underway.  The state ruled that 
construction and demolition materials were not acceptable refuse.
     The town has plans to develop a portion of the landfill to accept friable asbestos, especially 
with the school demolition project nearing.  Requirements specify a new pod for the material 
should be developed, and Willhite noted the CDPHE will support the town’s efforts on the 
project.  Site maps will be developed and a public comment period will be available on the 
project.  Willhite said with the board’s approval, she’ll visit the Lamar facility and personnel 
to view its operation, conduct a cost analysis on the state’s recommendations and review the 
finances for the friable asbestos concept.
     Joe Marble and Gene Millbrand, two of the Prowers County Commissioners attended 
Monday evening’s meeting and offered to assist Holly with a letter of support to the state in 
their clean up efforts.  Millbrand suggested contacting DoLA, Department of Local Affairs 
for financial support to bring the landfill into compliance.  He said the department might be 
able to contribute up to half the cost, but early contact with DoLA would be necessary.  Both 
commissioners commiserated with Holly’s predicament, declaring last year’s fly ash dumping 
problems at the Lamar landfill was an event they’d rather not repeat.  Marble and Millbrand 
stated that the cost of asbestos disposal has been a major obstacle to residential and business 
development in the county. (Additional  Holly City Council coverage is available online at: 
theprowersjournal.com) By Russ Baldwin
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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Obituaries
Glen E. Gill - September 13, 1926 - June 3, 2011 - A Celebration of Life for lifelong 
McClave, Colorado resident, Glen E. Gill was held at 11:00 AM, Tuesday, June 7, 2011 at 
the McClave United Methodist Church with Reverend T.L. Phillips officiating. Interment 
followed at the McClave Cemetery. Visitation for Mr. Gill was held on Monday, June 6, 
2011 from 1:00 PM until 7:00 PM at the Peacock Funeral Home.  For online condolenc-
es and current information, please visit the website at; www.peacockfuneralhome.com.
Darrell R. “Red” Marston - February 26, 1949 – June 6, 2011 - A private family 
memorial service for longtime Lamar, Colorado resident, Darrell R. “Red” Marston will 
be held at a later date. Per Darrell’s request cremation will take place and there will be 
no visitation. Memorial Contributions may be made to the Southeastern Developmental 
Services either direct or in care of the funeral home office. Services are under the direction 
of the Peacock Family. 
Brenda M. Rowe - October 12, 1961 - May 22, 2011 - A celebration of life memorial 
service for longtime Lamar, Colorado resident, Brenda M. Rowe, will be held at 10:00 
AM Monday June 13, 2011 at the Lamar Christian Church in Lamar.  Ian Blacker will 
officiate the service and inurnment will follow in the Riverside Cemetery in Lamar. Per 
Brenda’s request, cremation has taken place and there will be no public visitation. Those 
desiring may make memorial contributions to the Brenda M. Rowe memorial fund in 
care of the Peacock Funeral Home. Services for Brenda M. Rowe are entrusted with the 
Peacock Funeral.

Law Enforcement 
11L-06314 K9 13:58:49 06/02/11 C J Filbeck     CCI
Case#: 11L-06314 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Thu Jun 02, 2011 Officers responded to the 
Lamar Swimming Pool to assist the staff.  Officers collected a small amount of Marijuana 
from the area.  A citation was issued to a juvenile for the possession of Marijuana.

——————————————————————————–
11P-1607 Weapon Offense                 12:37:38 06/03/11 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Det. T Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 18000 Blk of Hwy 287 for speeding.  Mi-
chael Brewer was arrested for poss. of weapons by prev. offender, DWAI, poss. of 2 oz or 
less marijuana, poss. of Drug paraphernalia, poss. open alcoholic beverage container, and 
speeding. Brewer is being held on $2000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
11P-1621 Weapon Offense                 22:57:57 06/04/11 Shawn Stone     CAA
Deputies dispatched to the intersection of 6th Street and Santa Fe in Holly on a report 
of a subject threatening another subject with a gun. Upon arrival Deputies arrested Rito 
Tarango for menacing, possession of an illegal weapon, and disorderly conduct. Another 
subject was issued a citation for Criminal Mischief.

See the full report online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

Win Free Colorado Rockies Tickets!!
 
     Register for your Journal Alert Messages before June 20th.  You’ll also be registered to win 
a pair of Colorado Rockies tickets for their home game against the Milwaukee Brewers, Sun-
day, July 17 at 1pm at Coors Field.  A free Rockies baseball cap will be given out to the first 
15,000 fans that day.  We’ll announce the winners on June 22 in The Prowers Journal.
     If you want to receive local breaking news first, sign up to get Prowers Journal Alert news 
stories emailed to you, sponsored by Colorado East Bank and Trust.  Send us the email you 
want to use to theprowersjournal@gmail.com.  Your email is kept confidential and there’s no 
obligation or cost. Stay up to date with local news with The Prowers Journal.

Honkers Host Annual Local 
Cancer Initiative Golf Tournament 

     This Saturday, June 11, marks the 3rd annual South East Colorado Cancer Initiative 
fund raiser at Spreading Antlers Golf Course.  The Lamar Chamber of Commerce Honk-
ers are hosting the tournament and raising funds to be used by local cancer victims for 
their expenses associated with their medical treatments.
Limited to 18 teams, the shotgun start is at 8am this Saturday in a modified four person 
scramble.  A continental breakfast and a lunch, catered by Robbie Sue Catering will be 
provided for the golfers.
     Since its inception in 2001, SECCI has contributed $61,465 for local cancer patients 
and their families.

Holly Hosts 9th Annual Free Blue Grass Festival June 10-12
     Gateway Park is being groomed to its finest, the new stage is ready for the lineup of  
bands, school classes are getting ready for their concessions, the committee has mailed 
out over a thousand flyers on the festival and all we need is for you to bring you lawn 
chair, tappin’ toe, hungry appetite for a weekend of  good bluegrass and country music. 
     Friday night kicks off  at 6:00 p.m. with the Holly Commercial Club barbecue followed 
by the jam session. Last year there were over 25 jammers taking part. Saturday at 11:00 
a.m. the FREE festival will begin with local group, Bluegrass Souls comprised of  Doug 
Eddleman, Andy Curry, Kent Willhite, Rudy Torres and Jim How. Doug is known for 
his banjo pickin’ and Rudy has some of  the fastest fingers around on the mandolin with 
Andy and Kent on guitar and Jim on bass rounds out the group.  The String Dudes will 
take the stage at noon and this group is WIRED for sound. They have had tour stops in 
the Grand Ole Opry, The Nashville Network, The White House and Dollywood, plus 
Greenland, Germany and Spain. At 1:00 p.m. the Stanleytones will take the stage having 
formed their group in 1999 and just recently finished recording a new album.The Stan-
leytones passion for traditional bluegrass is evident in their sound and has made them 
into what they are today – a classic bluegrass band reminiscent of  those early bands of  
the 50′s and 60′s.  The Atomic Fireballs will take the stage next and anyone who saw them 
when they performed in Lamar can tell you what a country group this is. They perform 
tunes from popular stars such as George Strait, Josh Turner, Conway Twitty, Johnny 
Cash, and Merle Haggard, to name a few. They have performed at many venues across 
the country including the White House for President Reagan, Bush and Clinton, Kenny 
Roger’s Grand Palace Theatre in Branson and The Grand Ole Opry. Palmer Divide, our 
featured group is not new to Holly, having played on the football field in 2007 following 
the tornado. They offer up an original flavor of  acoustic music as well as crafted lyrics, 
innovative instrumentation, and solid 3 part harmonies.
     Holly Bluegrass is the only FREE bluegrass festival in the State of  Colorado. We in-
vite everyone to come to Gateway Park and spend an afternoon and evening visiting and 
listening to some good bluegrass and country music. For questions, please contact Jill at 
719-537-6482 or Marge at 719-734-5243.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, June 9 - Prowers County Commissioners Meeting
June 10-12 - Holly Blue Grass Festival
Friday, June 10 - (Southern Colorado Longbeards Banquet – Nat. Wild Turkey Fed) – 
Lamar Elks Lodge, 6pm
Saturday, June 11 - Annual S.E. Colorado Cancer Initiative Golf Tournament-Spread-
ing Antlers
Monday, June 13 - Lamar City Council; Wiley City Council; Voces Unidas; Flag Day 
Observance, 4pm, Bi-Centennial Park
Tuesday, June 14 Lamar Utilities Board, Noon; Granada School Board
June 15-17 -  23rd Annual WINDMILLERS’ Trade Fair Convention, Fairgrounds
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