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Redevelopment Board Postpones Hospital Dist. Agreement
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The Lamar City Council, acting as the Redevelopment Board on Monday, June 27,
tabled approving a resolution for an intergovernmental agreement to pay the Prowers
County Hospital District a portion of the TIF revenue generated by the hospital district
levy. Although the amount equals about $2,000 annually, the authority board was reluctant to set a precedent that would have financial ramifications in a similar agreement with
the Prowers County Commissioners. City administrator Ron Stock said removing a subordination clause in the hospital IGA as requested by the hospital board could carry over
to the pending county agreement and imperil future chances for bonding referendums for
the Development Authority. Although some board members said they didn’t want to drag
out negotiations for another year, they didn’t want to jeopardize chances for funding. The
county commissioners are meeting Tuesday with an urban development attorney and the
board members decided to postpone their vote until they’ve had an opportunity to discuss
any responses from the county.
The council passed on first reading an ordinance to allow voters to decide if public
city notices should be discontinued in local newspapers, The Lamar Ledger, and placed
on the city’s website instead. Identical information would also be publicly posted in the
office of the city clerk for review. The move is a money and time-saving measure as the
city spends between $3,500 to $5,000 a year to publicize notices of paid bills and other
related information. City Treasurer Linda Rohlman said formatting the information for
publication in the newspaper was time-consuming for her office. The council decided to
post the information on the new city website, allowing citizens a chance to get used to the
new format. The language for the question in the November ballot must be sent to the
county clerk and recorder in July.
An annual contract between the city and state was approved for funding the Lamar
Welcome Center. The state pays the city for the center’s services and personnel. This year,
there was a $4,000 increase to $52,696 which will allocate $2,000 for line item adjustments and $2,000 for increased volunteer enhancement. The council also approved the
lone bid for janitorial services at the welcome center at $650 per month.
A contractor was selected by the council for rehabilitation work on the city’s 6 million
gallon water tank south of town. The interior and exterior of the tank will be cleaned
and painted, and the piping system will be replaced. The low bidder was Manzanares
Construction of Pueblo for $849,071. Their bid was 22% under the engineer’s estimate
of $1,100,000. Work on the exterior of the tank will begin this summer and Doug Montgomery, city water engineer, said interior work will start in November and should be
completed by March or April. While the tank is being drained and repaired, the city will
continue to use the smaller, 2 million gallon tank. On another water issue, the council
reviewed a proposed memorandum of understanding from the Southeastern Colorado
Water Conservancy District regarding the city’s share of costs for a current environmental
impact study. Lamar is the only city involved that has not agreed to the memorandum. Lamar’s share equals 13.23% of the cost of the project, amounting to $28,817.94 for 2011.
Deputy City Administrator, Bill Pfeilsticker explained the benefits on the trade-in of
a 1983 city bucket truck for the purchase of a 2002 model from Lamar Light and Power.
The city’s cost is $7,500 and the funds will come from the city’s Fairmont Investment
Fund, as this is not a budgeted item. Pfeisticker said the truck is specifically designed and
outfitted to be used to take down trees and tree limbs and over 200 trees in Fairmount
Cemetery require work this year. Another request involving city vehicles was approved.
Lamar Fire Chief, Marshall Cook received permission from the council to donate the city’s
retired 1964 fire truck to the Big Timbers Transportation Museum to be on display at the
museum. The city purchased the truck new and it has since been retired from service.
Cook explained there was a lot of local history tied to the fire truck and it seemed more
fitting to have it on display at the new museum than to sell it off.
In other action, Mayor Roger Stagner read the oath of office to Reserve Police Officer
Darrell Lingle who was sworn in at the beginning of the council meeting. The council
and public were reminded that the informal council breakfast meeting would be held from
7am to 8am on July 6 at Becky’s Restaurant in the Village Shopping Center. The public is
invited to attend the monthly meetings.
Last, but not least, the council and audience gave a standing round of applause to
retiring city administrator Ron Stock who will end his service to the city on July 8. Stock
announced his plans to resign to the council in March. While presenting a commemorative plaque to Stock, Mayor Roger Stagner said, “Ron Stock has done a good job for the
citizens of Lamar. He always offered the best advice to the council and played an important role in helping develop our community.” Stagner said the search for a replacement
administrator is beginning to narrow from the final three candidates, but was not more
specific as to when an announcement would be made public. By Russ Baldwin
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Commissioners Proposing New Districts for Prowers County
New boundaries are being proposed for the three districts in Prowers County, the first
time they’ve been altered in over 40 years. The 2010 national census has showed the
three districts are out of population alignment. Instead of an equal one-third population
representation in each district, the county population is at 19% for District 1 represented
by Henry Schnabel, 35% for District 2 represented by Joe Marble and 46% for District 3
represented by Gene Millbrand. State statutes declare that the district population should
have at least a plus or minus 5% representation among all three. After studying the three
scenarios developed by Mary Root, County Land Use Administrator, the commissioners
decided in favor of the first scenario which has the districts at 33% and 34% and 34%
respectively.
District One is proposed as that portion of Prowers County east of highway 287 as
it travels north to the KLMR curve and continues northward on CR 8, the May Valley
Highway. A portion of District 3, mostly in the industrial park area of the city will be
incorporated into that district although it is east of the highway. District 2 will be west of
CR8 and north of the river. The districts are being apportioned through either geographic
or highway designations. It was also determined that the proposed changes will have no
bearing on commissioner representation in the county. One result in the proposal will be
less of a geographic coverage area for Marble and more for Schnabel. District 2 will be
the least affected of the three. The commissioners are mindful of maintaining a balance
of population along rural and city residents in each district. They also stressed the new
districts will not show favoritism for voter registrations or political party affiliations.
This is only a proposal at this time and a public hearing will be scheduled to give an
opportunity for public comment in favor or in opposition to the plans, or recommendations for an alternative plan. The county has until September 30 to forward their plan to
the state. Once the changes have been approved, the county clerk will need to manually
adjust the district population in her records for future elections. The commissioners will
set a date for the public hearing to be announced at a later time. By Russ Baldwin
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Area businesses that wish to receive a monthly update on Prowers County Development Incorporated activities should send their emails to the economic development organization at pcdi@procolorado.org. The new website is being fine tuned and should be
available online shortly, pending final review by the website committee.
The Business Retention Questionnaire used by SEBREA members for several years is
being pared down from its original form, to highlight more pertinent areas of business.
The editing will offer a better assessment of the strengths and needs of businesses in Prowers County. Once in its completed form, at least two businesses a week will be contacted
for a confidential interview. The questionnaires will provide an economic development
overview for Prowers County to aid in retail and industrial development.
Two potential clients recently toured the Washington Street property site, the former
Big R warehouses and office. Both has business interests related to wind energy development and may consider the buildings as a regional distribution site. Although the property was initially listed with local realtors, the board will move ahead to offer the property
on a broader scale, including Craigslist. Lisa Nolder, PCDI executive director, said last
week, that the Monday rain storm was a concern, but the pumping system on site at the
property was adequate to handle any water runoff. By Russ Baldwin

Obituaries

Dorothy A. Sharp - February 25, 1915 – June 24, 2011 - Mrs. Sharp was born Febru-

ary 25, 1915 at Sidney, NE. and departed this life on Friday June 24, 2011 at the Hamilton
County Hospital in Syracuse, KS. at the age of 96. Per the family request, cremation has taken
place and there will be no visitation. Memorial contributions may be made to the Hamilton
County Hospital or the Hamilton County Extended Care Facility, either directly or through
Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 275, Holly, CO. 81047. For additional information and online condolences please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Shirley A. Snider - August 12, 1946 – June 25, 2011 - Funeral services are pending
with Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar for longtime Wiley, CO. resident Shirley
A. Snider. Shirley was born August 12, 1946 in Lamar, CO. to August O. Harms and
Rosemena P. Hansen Harms. She departed this life on Saturday June 25, 2011 at the
home of her daughter in Redlands, CA. at the age of 64. For additional information and
online condolences please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com
Charles D. Russell - April 8, 1951 – June 25, 201 - Private services will be held at a
later date for Lamar, CO. resident Charles D. Russell. Mr. Russell was born April 8, 1951
at Lamar, CO. to Clifford Russell and Nancy Ellen Winters-Russell and departed this life
on Saturday June 25, 2011 at Juniper Village of Lamar at the age of 60. Per Mr. Russell’s
request, cremation has taken place and there will be no visitation. Memorial contributions may be made to the Lamar Area Hospice, P.O. Box 843, Lamar, CO. 81052, either
directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar. For additional information and online condolences please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Lee A. Bland - 1917-2011 - A celebration of life service for Holly, CO. resident Lee
A. Bland will be held at 2:00 P.M. Thursday June 30, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral
Chapel in Holly, CO. Mr. Warren Folsom will officiate and burial will follow in the Holly
Cemetery. Visitation for Mr. Bland will be held from 1:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. on Wednesday June 29, 2011 and from 9:00 A.M. to Service time on Thursday at Valley Memorial
Funeral Chapel in Holly, CO. Those desiring may make memorial contributions to the
Holly Nursing Care Center, either directly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel,
P.O. Box 275, Holly, CO. 81047.
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Transportation Museum Opening Draws Crowds
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Well over 600 persons attended the grand opening ceremonies for the Big Timbers
Transportation Museum in Lamar this past Saturday, June 25. Planning on the project
took the better part of two years, involving modifications to the building and coordinating the various financing partners involved in the construction.
The museum showcases a variety of vehicles used over the decades on the High Plains,
including buckboard wagons, a two-runner red sleigh, horse-drawn fire engines and a
hearse, as well as more modern, but still antique and classic vehicles dating to the 1920’s
and 30’s. The museum also features a get-away car, similar to the one used in the notorious Fleagle gang shoot-out in the early history of Lamar.
On Friday morning, half a dozen antique cars owned by the Earl Harper family from
Holly, Colorado, were off-loaded from semi-trucks and carefully rolled into place in the
museum. The family donated the cars to be on view from the Harper estate. His grandson said Earl Harper found them in pastures and draws and rebuilt them from the ground
up over the decades. He said the family wanted to keep them together as a collection and
contacted local museum officials about loaning the cars for display.
Welcoming remarks to the grand opening crowd were delivered by Prowers County
Historical Society President, Bill Elam. Prowers County Commissioner Henry Schnabel
traced the history of the development of the museum project, along with Kathleen Scranton, museum curator, who did much of the grant writing that financed the construction
project. Tim Harris, Region 2 Transportation Director for CDOT listed the means
of financing, running from a CDOT grant, ARRA Funds, county matching funds, city
contributions and local donations from the Corning and Clark families. He remarked
that he is assuming a statewide transportation post, but would continue to keep Prowers
County first in his thoughts.
While music played from Take Five and The Over the Hill Gang, people viewed the old
vehicles in the new museum, enjoyed hot dogs and ice cream and reviewed artifacts from
the Sand Creek Massacre of 1864, brought in for viewing by Chuck and Sherri Bowen.
By Russ Baldwin
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Improved Levees, Cost or Investment?

The levee system throughout Prowers County is coming under review by FEMA engineers, conducting a coast-to-coast mapping of potential flood plains and an assessment of
the flood risk in Prowers County. This is part of a national study which began two years
ago to reform the National Flood Insurance Program. The study will determine which of
the levees in Prowers County are designated accredited and will prevent the flow of water
into protected areas during a 100 year storm/flood. The non-accredited levees are determined as being not sufficient in construction to prevent water from flowing into protected
areas during the same flood scenario. The study also takes into consideration, culverts,
bridges, irrigation diversions, embankments and earthen berms.
The June 23 meeting at the county commissioner’s office was attended by Jerene
DeBono and Martin Jensen, members of the Granada Town Board, county commissioners, Bobby Ward, the Lamar Code Inspection Officer, Mary Root, County Land Use
Administrator, FEMA members and Thuy Patton from the Colorado Water Conservation
Board. The FEMA mapping team is studying flood plains in each city and the county,
with and without levee protection. The study will also convert all existing and new maps
into a digital mode for uniform computer access. The FEMA engineers asked for the
meeting to update local municipalities on the status of their study and to make recommendations based on their new information. (Complete story available online at theprowersjournal.com) By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events

Friday, July 1 - Prowers Medical Center becomes local VA medical provider
Sunday, July 3 - Granada Fireworks display at dusk
Monday, July 4 - Lamar Fireworks display at county fairgrounds at dusk • City and
County offices are closed today

Wednesday, July 6 - City council breakfast meeting, 7-8am, Becky’s Restaurant • Holly

Commercial Club at Noon, United Methodist Church • Holly Town Board Meeting,
7pm, Holly Town Depot
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