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Lamar City Administrator Search Narrows
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The Lamar City Council conducted in-person interviews of the three remaining candidates for the city administrator position. All three attended the meet and greet session held
last Thursday night at the city’s Cultural Events Center, and offered introductory remarks
about their careers and what they can offer the city of Lamar as the next administrator.
Mayor Roger Stagner said the council had close to 40 applications at the outset, and
narrowed the list to six persons. He said three withdrew from running which left Brent
Lewis, city manager of Minden, Nebraska; Pat Merrill, former city manager of Fort Morgan, Colorado and Bill Pfeilsticker, Lamar’s current deputy administrator for consideration by the council. Stagner said a decision won’t be made immediately, as further assessments on all three candidates will be made by the council following the Friday interviews.
“We will probably do some more phone call questions before we come to a decision and
make an offer,” he said. The mayor said he and another council member and city attorney
Garth Nieschburg will iron out a contract offer for the selected candidate and go from
there. Mayor Stagner said the process would probably take a couple more weeks. “We have
three very qualified candidates,” he added.
Ron Stock, current city administrator, attended Thursdays meet and greet, and said
his immediate future plans involve joining his wife who has been teaching in Monterey,
California. Stock submitted his letter of resignation to the council in March, and targeted
his last day with the city on July 8. By Russ Baldwin

Grand Opening for Prowers Transportation Museum
this Saturday
The public is invited this Saturday, June 25, at 11am for the grand opening festivities
of the new Big Timbers Transportation Museum. The Prowers County Commissioners,
Museum officials and Prowers County Historical Society have planned a series of events
this Saturday to highlight the opening of the museum.
The three year project has undergone various changes, including size and financing over
the past year, but once the doors open, the new museum will showcase various vehicles of
all ages, sizes and types, some owned by the county and some donated by private citizens.
About ten years ago, Prowers County Commissioners purchased several dozen privately
owned antique wagons which were stored at the fairgrounds and presented for public
viewing at special occasions. The new museum will provide the opportunity for most of
the wagons to be viewed throughout the year.
The grand opening will feature live music, food vendors, and a silent auction concluding at 6pm. The public will also be able to view historic artifacts from the Sand Creek
Massacre of 1864, donated by Sheri and Chuck Bowen. Funding for the museum was
provided through a CDOT grant and ARRA funds, as well as funding from Prowers
County. The museum is located on highway 50 in Lamar, adjacent to the current Big
Timbers Museum site. By Russ Baldwin

Granada Gets GoCO Grant
Granada was awarded $192,465 for improvements to the school athletic fields and the
town park. Granada town board member, Jarene DeBono said the community can thank
the combined efforts of Mayor Leslie Baca and Principal Leo LaPrairie and Administrator
Ty Kemp from the high school, working on the grant application.
DeBono said the funds are earmarked for new lights for the football and baseball fields
and bleachers, as well as new playground equipment for the town park. DeBono said she
and the town board is, “tickled pink” over receiving the award, “This is a real boost to us,”
she commented.
DeBono said the town turned out this past Friday, the day before Granada-Bristol
Days, for a hamburger BBQ fundraiser to benefit the town’s first responders and fire crew.
“We really need a new fire truck,” she said, adding thanks to the local and Lamar businesses that supported the event. “About 140 meals were served on Friday, and we had a
silent and a bidding auction and a raffle to help raise funds,” she added. Granada Town
Clerk, Jackie Mason informed The Prowers Journal, the BBQ and auction raised $2,586.
by Russ Baldwin

Serving Southeast Colorado

P3, Partners for Hope Receives Needed Grant Funding
There was good news and not so good news for P3 last Friday, June 17th. Meg Day
and Lori Hammer were awaiting word on a grant application for funding to take them
through the approaching school year. The good news is the Justice Assistance Grant was
awarded to them, but not in the amount they had hoped. It will still be enough for P3
to develop into Partners for HOPE this fall and the 2011-2012 school year, but Day said
they will have to make some changes.
The JAG funds come in four, one-year contracts, and each year the funding is decreased. Day had requested $180,000, but the local youth organization will receive only
$125,000. Day’s salary is being eliminated, along with some other staff changes and cutbacks. She said she’ll continue to work for the center on East Elm Street, but in a limited
capacity. The change dovetails with her decision to take her family to live in the Denver
area, closer to other relatives. Lori Hammer will continue to operate the Teen Center and
be assisted by Callie Evans, activity coordinator and youth activity director. Evans puts in
30 hours a week at the Center. Anthony LaTour, another youth coordinator, will remain
with the Center.
When the new grant becomes functional, P3 will become Partners for HOPE, ” Day
said, a move that has been planned for some time. HOPE, is an acronym for Health-Opportunity-Prevention-Education. An earlier agreement between the RE-2 school district
and the Prowers County Commissioners will have the district become the administrator
of the funding for Partners. The grant search will be on-going. Hammer said, “We will
look into El Pomar, Anschutz and Daniels Foundations for additional funding for some
year-round student activities.” These foundations have separate grant windows apart from
JAG which runs from on an October through September schedule.
Although school is out, the Center has an assortment of activities through the summer season. Hammer said, “We’ll be out at John Martin Dam this Friday. This Thursday,
June 16, we go to the bowling alley for 6th grades and up, and through June we have a
cooking class on Monday and Wednesday.” The Teen Center will have a game night on
the 24th from 7-10pm and activities are also planned for July and August. Hammer said
she was not sure what impact the closing of Lincoln school might have on their Center,
either more students or fewer. “Some of the kids might think that since they’re transferred
to the middle school, they’re too mature to come to the Center” she commented. But
Day replied that a lot of those kids have been with the Center since they were in the third
grade and would still feel comfortable coming, even though they were entering the sixth
grade now.
Both women expressed hope that additional funding was available from local sources,
as local children are the direct recipients of the work of P3 and the Center. “We understand we’re in a tight economy. We’re considering other options to raise local funding, but
there are only so many dollars available,” they remarked. by Russ Baldwin
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11P-1750 Controlled Substance Problem 22:28:41 06/17/11 T Weisenhorn ACT
Deputies arrested John Quillen in the 100 Blk of N La Belle, Bristol. Deputies served a
search warrant on a residence. Quillen was arrested on a Prowers County Warrant for Burglary and motor vehicle theft and for cultivation of marijuana, displayed fictitious number
plates, and possession of drug paraphernalia. Quillen is being held at the Prowers County
Jail on an $8000.00 bond and a $1500.00 bond.
——————————————————————————–
11P-1744 Harassment
20:38:34 06/16/11 Shawn Stone CAA
Deputy dispatched to the 8000 block of Cnty Rd PP on a report of telephone harassment.
Deputy arrested Eva Austin, 32 of Lamar, for Harassment and Domestic Violence. Eva
was transported to the Prowers County Jail and held with no bond.
——————————————————————————–
11P-1745 Traffic Complaint
07:37:21 06/17/11 J Parker
ACT
Deputies were dispatched to the 39000 Blk of Cnty Rd 8 on a report of a grey car driving
in the wrong lane of traffic causing a pick up to go off of the roadway. A license plate
number was obtained and charges are pending the identification of the driver.
——————————————————————————–
11P-1747 Criminal Mischief
08:47:44 06/17/11 J Parker
INA
Deputies responded to the area of Sage Lane in Lamar on a report of criminal mischief. Someone damaged 7 trees that were planted for a wind break. Several of the trees were pulled from
the ground and others were broken or had all of the foliage pulled off of the branches.
——————————————————————————–
11P-1754 Theft
15:08:49 06/18/11 J Parker
ACT
Deputies received a report of a theft in the 300 blk of Gordon St. in Wiley. Someone took
a firearm out of a residence. The firearm will be entered into NCIC/CCIC as stolen.
See the full report online at: theprowersjournal.com

Obituaries

Grace Ann Gallegos of Lamar, CO. entered into eternity on Saturday June 18, 2011

at Prowers Medical Center, Lamar, CO. She was the infant daughter of Matt and Theresa
Gallegos of Lamar. Per the family’s request cremation has taken place and there will be no
public visitation. There are no services scheduled at this time. Valley Memorial Funeral
Chapel of Lamar, CO. is in charge of arrangements. For additional information and online condolences please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com
Rosa E. Martinez – October 19, 1971 – June 16, 2011 - A Memorial Mass for Lamar
resident, Rosa E. Martinez will be held at 10:00 AM, Friday, June 24, 2011 at the St.
Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church with Reverend Charlie Sena officiating. Memorial Contributions may be made to the Rosa E. Martinez Memorial Fund
through the funeral home office. Online condolences may be made by visiting our website
at; www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Sign up for Breaking News at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com
Rockies Tickets Won by Journal Alert Subscriber
Angela Warren won two tickets to the Colorado Rockies game for July 17 in Denver.
It’s also Rockies’ Hat Day, where the first 15,000 ticket holders get a free Rockies cap.
Warren won in a blind drawing from all the registered Prowers Journal Alert members
held June 20 and claimed her tickets at Robinson’s Printing in Lamar on June 21st.
Anyone is eligible to become an Alert member just by registering their email address
with The Prowers Journal at theprowersjounal@gmail.com. Those who do register receive
breaking news stories via their email address. There is no other requirement to become an
Alert recipient, and all messages are sent through a blind carbon copy.
Plans are already in the works for another Journal Alert promotion. Don’t Wait, be sure
to register now for The Journal Alert so you will already have your name in the hat for
our next promotion!
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PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
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Lamar Library Gets Computer Upgrade
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The Lamar Library broadened the scope of its internet services, and highlighted the occasion
with a ribbon cutting ceremony at the Cultural Events Center this past Saturday, June 18.
Lamar Librarian, Debra Reynolds, library staff and Board members, hosted a luncheon
to showcase the six laptop computers and additional equipment purchased from a $24,000
grant. The Public Computer Center was partly financed through a Broadband Technical
Opportunity Program available to libraries in Colorado. Lamar is one of 81 libraries to apply for the program.
Reynolds explained how the new equipment will be accessible not just to Lamar or Prowers County residents, but will allow expansion to the Kansas border and to Eads and Kiowa
County residents who want to make use of the new facility. A new person will be hired to
make full use of the equipment, begin a training session for staff and area residents and determine which of the 500 software courses would be the most beneficial to area residents as
well. She said plans call for an after-hours night course at the library as well. Reynolds also
thanked Lamar treasurer Linda Rohlman who assisted her with the grant application and the
city council for their on-going support of activities at the library.
State Librarian, Eugene Hainer was on hand to address the audience, stating, “Our
country’s founding fathers believed that the only way to true democracy was to have a well
educated public, and our libraries are the source of that information. Our country was
founded on the idea of freedom of speech and information, and our libraries are intended
for that purpose.”
The ribbon cutting was attended by Mayor Roger Stagner, City Administrator Ron Stock,
and Leisure Services Director, Rick Akers, plus members of the Friends of the Lamar Library
and Library Board. By Russ Baldwin

Can The Sage Nutrition Program Continue?

The Sage Nutrition Board, comprised of commissioner representatives of the six southeast Colorado counties, is having doubts that Sage Nutrition can continue to provide
meals for shut-ins and the elderly.
Too much money is going out and not enough money is coming in to continue to
operate effectively, according to the Prowers County Commissioners.
Commissioner Gene Millbrand remarked that new figures for this past May have
shown that revenues are continuing to decrease. The program can function for another
year, he said, because the state accepted the Board’s Request for Proposal, but it’s only a
stop-gap measure. People using the program are not contributing enough for the meals
to cover the costs associated with a staff to cook and deliver the meals in the six counties.
Millbrand said, “Right now, the program is in the red for $45,000 and cost cutting measures that were enacted in April and May helped somewhat, but not enough.” He added,
“ Despite the media attention and in-person explanations at the various food centers, the
amount of users decreased by 4%, but at the same time, the amount of contributions
dropped 26%, when we were hoping for a 20% increase!” Millbrand said that because
of the time the messages were issued, there may not have been enough response time for
people to get accustomed to the need for increased contributions.
The federal government payment of $52,000 has been slow in coming, but will arrive
this June, to offset the $45,000 deficit, but Millbrand explained, “That gives us some
breathing room to pull even, but there will not be any more federal funding for the rest
of the year, and we still have next year to operate.” Federal regulations prohibit the board
from directly charging recipients for payment of the meals. They are free to contribute
what they desire. This past May, 6,000 congregate meals were served from various locations in the counties. The average contribution per meal was $2.05. Also in May, 8,000
meals were delivered and the average payment per meal was $1.11, or $1.38 per meal
overall. It costs Sage Nutrition $5.86 to prepare and serve a meal. Millbrand said more
cutbacks are being considered above what occurred this past spring. He also said there
have been tentative discussions with two potential food suppliers that would do all of the
food work except to serve and deliver the meals. Nothing concrete has come from those
brief discussions.
County Commissioner Joe Marble added, “There is a continued need for persons to
volunteer to help with home meal deliveries.” The need exists through all the six counties, not just Prowers. “All someone has to do here in Prowers County is just show up at
the SOS Center and let them know they’re interested. All you need is a regular driver’s
license,” he said. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events

Thursday, June 23 - Prowers County Commissioners • Sand and Sage Fair Board, 7pm
Saturday, June 25 - Prowers County Transportation Museum Grand Opening, 11am • Bike

Rodeo, 9am, Lamar Pool, Parking Lot, Kids 12 and Under • Steak Night at Lamar Eagles
Monday, June 27 - Lamar City Council; Voces Unidas, Lamar Eagles
Tuesday, June 28 - PCDI Board Meeting, 7:30am • Lamar Utilities Board Meeting, Noon

WALLACE

Gas & Oil, Inc.
606 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 1107
Lamar, Colorado 81052
(719) 336-7787 • (719) 336-3588 fax
wallace@cminet.net
Cathy Buxton - Owner

COOK’S
C
OOK
K’’S T
TO
TOWING
OWING
& Harley Davidson Service

24 HR. TOWING

Any Size... Motorcycles to Semi’s
411 N. 12th St – Lamar, CO 81052 – 719.336.3205
RON & LONNA COOK - Owners

