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Repowering Project Restart Pushed Back to July
 
     Additional work on the project’s air compression piping system has pushed back the 
online operation date from June to July, according Rick Rigel, Lamar Light and Power Plant 
Superintendent.  Rigel told the utilities board, about half the insurance claim for the out-
age has been approved.  The remainder is for the expense for removing and stock piling the 
plant’s coal from the two storage domes and man hours for light plant staff for coal moving 
and tube repairs.  There’s enough coal on the ground at the plant site for about 10 days op-
eration.  Rigel said the coal should be fine to use for initial testing of the boiler once all the 
repairs have been made, but additional coal shipments will be needed for continued plant 
operation.  Usually, the plant needs a new shipment of coal every 21 to 23 days.
     A replacement mainshaft is needed for the Light and Power T-2 turbine located east of 
Lamar.  This spring, LLP Superintendent Rick Rigel briefed board members that the main 
bearing was failing.  The costs of replacements for the shaft and main bearing was bid out, 
and awarded to low bidder RENEW Energy Maintenance for $170,100.  The gearbox will 
be brought down off the turbine tower to ground level while the three day project is com-
pleted.  The board established a contingency fund for repairs of this nature.  The plant will 
also get a core credit of between $22,000 and $33,000 for the old mainshaft, depending 
on its condition.  Rigel told the board he’s contacting the company to get some estimates 
of what downtime for the crew and crane would cost if they cannot operate during windy 
conditions.  Year to date power production from the turbines is running 5% above last year.  
Despite the windy spring, Rigel said records show wind turbine production for April and 
May is down by 8% compared to last year at this time.
     Rigel briefed board members on the recent ARPA, Arkansas River Power Authority meet-
ing held May 26.  ARPA intends to reduce power consumption through the communities 
it serves by converting street lights from a sodium bulb to a lower power LED light source.  
The proposal will need approval  from the PUC.  ARPA finances show an 11% revenue 
increase since 2009, but cost of purchased power, transmission and wheeling costs increased 
by $2.9 million.  Net Operating revenues were $9.8 million, determined by the 2010 audit.  
Some additional savings were realized with two staff reductions, an assistant general manager 
and an energy support services employee.
     The city utility revenue report shows sales of electricity grew by 5.17% from May 2010 
to 2011, for a gain of $47,568.19.   May trash collections are up over last year, 8.41%; water 
use is up 16.26% for the same period and sewer fees are up 1.07%.  Year-to-date utilities 
show an 11.52% increase over last year in electricity; 7.69% for trash collections and 4.09% 
for water usage.  Sewer fees are down for that period, 2.49%. By Russ Baldwin
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New Website for City of Lamar
     Tom Sanchez, the City’s Internet Technician demonstrated the city’s new website, now 
available online using the same website access address at www.ci.lamar.co.us/. Sanchez said 
the colors of the site are more in line with the windmill logo the city has been using for the 
past two years. The site is more user-friendly, allowing increased access to city information, 
online bill paying and a more comprehensive monthly city calendar. Sanchez said the site is 
still being upgraded with additional information.
     Just three Lamar City Administrator Candidates will be on hand this Thursday, June 16, at 
the Cultural Events Center between 6pm and 7:30pm.  Mayor Roger Stagner reminded the 
audience during Monday’s city council meeting that the reception is open to the public, and 
residents are urged to visit the candidates vying for the administrator position being vacated by 
Ron Stock, per his March resignation letter.  The council has developed about 18 questions for 
the candidates and the mayor said that interviews will be conducted this Friday.
     The Lamar City Council voted to raise the fees for use of the Cultural Events Center, 
matching the rates used by the Lamar Community Building. Following a council inquiry in 
April by Pastor Harold Bohl as to why political or religious groups could not use the center, 
the Library Board met and developed a policy to match the best practices of the American 
Library Association. Debra Reynolds, Lamar Librarian, said the board will decide on a case 
by case basis for the center’s use by commercial or profit-making organizations. Reynolds 
also demonstrated a new ebook-downloading device now available for check-out by library 
patrons in good standing. The Sony e-reader will not be able to download any other infor-
mation outside the library, such as home based information or other commercial devices.
     “Worse sound system in the state of Colorado. Pathetic!” is how City Leisure Services 
Director, Rick Akers described the antiquated sound system being replaced at the Lamar 
Community Building. He told the council a new system had been bid out for $22,338 by 
Listen-Up Audio of Denver. The city had budgeted $25,000 for a new system. Akers said 
the sound system engineers designed the ones in use at the LCC Wellness Center, Otero 
Junior College Gym, Mile High Stadium and Fiddler’s Green. Akers emphasized that once 
the system has been tuned to the audio needs of the gym at the Community Building, it will 
be locked away and not accessed for any reason by the general public. No busy fingers will 
be twisting the volume level dial to ‘11’.
     In a separate water matter, the city voted to accept an agreement with Lower Arkansas 
Water Management Association, (LAWMA). The contract calls for the city to contin-
ue using the organization’s augmentation station to measure return flow from irrigation 
ditches to the Arkansas River. The agreement is renewable for four, one-year terms and 
payment to LAWMA can be either 360 shares from Ft. Bent or $3,588 a year. The city is 
currently investigating building its own augmentation station. (Complete article online at 
theprowersjournal.com) by Russ Baldwin 

Lamar Hosting Annual Windmillers’ Trade Fair
Windmill enthusiasts from around the country are in Lamar for the 23rd Annual Wind-
millers’ Trade Fair, now underway through June 17 at the Prowers County Fairgrounds.  
Area tours will be conducted during the event which will be capped by the opportunity for 
attendees to buy, sell or trade windmill equipment each day.  Activities have been planned 
including a Wednesday Ice Cream Social at 7pm; a Thursday Fashion Show at the Lamar 
Elks Lodge at 2pm and a 6pm banquet and business meeting at LCC’s Wellness Center.  
An auction is set for 12:30pm Friday, followed by a 6pm BBQ and tour of the Emick 
Ranch south of Lamar.  For information, contact Ken Emick at 719-940-0119 or Helen 
Emick at 719-940-0314. by Russ Baldwin
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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Law Enforcement 
11L-06552 Juvenile Problem               22:34:50 06/07/11 Mike Schneider  NCR
Case#: 11L-06552   Officer: M. Schneider   Date: 06/07/2011
Officers responded to the 100 block East Cedar St on a report of a juvenile lying in the 
road.  Officers contacted juvenile and explained the dangers.

——————————————————————————–
11L-06579 Alcohol Offense                16:58:09 06/08/11 J Sherrill      CCI
Case#: 11L-06579    Officer: J. Sherrill      Date: 06/08/2011
Officers responded to the 700 block of S. Mullen St. on a report of an intoxicated juve-
nile. Several M.I.P summons were issued as a result of the investigation.

——————————————————————————–
11P-1661 Courthouse Security Incident   14:17:34 06/09/11 B Settles       OHS
Dep. Settles arrested Christopher P. Lane, 24, of Sheridan Lake at the Prowers County 
Courthouse for Failure to Comply on a warrant out of Kiowa County District Court 
on the original charges of Failure to Register as a Sex Offender. Lane is being held on a 
$5,000 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
11L-06603 Animal Problem   6/09/11 K Davis  Case#:11L-06603  Officer: Kenny Davis             
Code enforcement officer responded to 105 N. 6th St. concerning ducks in the yard. A door 
tag was left at the residence advising of City ordinance LMC#7-6-810 keeping of certain 
animal prohibited. The citizen was given 10 days to remove the ducks from the city limits.

——————————————————————————–
11P-1707 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 10:24:41 06/12/11 J Parker        OHS
Det. J. Parker received a report of a plane flying extremely low over a vehicle and nearly 
landing on Hwy 196 near Wiley.  The pilot of the plane was contacted at the airport.  The 
pilot was having plane problems and was going to do an emergency landing on Hwy 196.  
He was able to get the plane back to the airport.

——————————————————————————–
11L-06701 Domestic Violence19:42:36 06/12/11 J Sherrill      CAA
Case#: 11L-06701   Officer: D. Gonzales   Date: Sun Jun 12 23:02:13 MDT 2011
6-12-11 0fficers contacted and arrested Tyson R. Wright of Lamar for Domestic Violence, 
3rd Degree Assault, Disorderly Conduct and Child Abuse.  He is being held at the Prow-
ers County Jail without bond.

——————————————————————————–
11L-06685 Citizen Dispute                02:02:28 06/12/11 K Dewey         CAA
Case#:11L-06685   Officer:K Dewey    Date:Sun Jun 12, 2011
Officers responded to the 100 blk of N Main St for a fight in progress. Jenny Navarrette, 
37, of Lamar, was arrested for disorderly conduct and transported to Prowers County Jail 
were she is being held on a $750.00 bond.

See the full report online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

Granada Board CDOT Signage and Town Water
     Mary Root, Prowers County Land Use Administrator met with the Granada Town 
Board during last Wednesday’s monthly meeting, June 1. The discussion centered on the 
best location to erect signs in the town to direct visitors to various attractions. Granada is 
one of the four gateway communities in southeast Colorado, including Eads, Springfield 
and Fowler and CDOT is reviewing the best possible choices to set up highway signage. 
The only viable location for traffic along highways 50 and 385 is the town complex lawn. 
The site provides a rest stop off the highway with ample parking, proximity to bathrooms, 
restaurants, gas and a convenience store. CDOT will provide the funding and make their 
selections based on presentations.
     Businesswoman Dee Melgosa met with the board to discuss creation of a group of 
interested citizens to raise funds to make repairs to the Granada Cemetery. Board member 
Shannon Venturi said the town is still waiting on pump parts for the water tank. Residents 
are continuing to receive their drinking water through a gravity flow and pressure is still 
sufficient for everyone’s needs. Venturi said the replacement parts need to fit a pump that’s 
over 30 years old, and there’s some difficulty tracking them down.

Obituaries
Donald Lee Canfield - 1934 – 2011 -A Graveside Memorial Service for longtime La-
mar resident, Donald Lee Canfield was held at 10:00 AM on Wednesday, June 15, 2011 
at Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar with loved ones officiating. Per Donald’s request crema-
tion will take place and there was no visitation.  Arrangements are under the direction 
of the Peacock Funeral Home. For additional information and online condolences please 
visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com
B. Diane Woodard - 1953 - 2011 - A celebration of life memorial service for longtime 
Lamar resident Dianne Woodard was held Tuesday June 14, 2011 at the home of Rick 
and Karen Woodard at 408 S. 11th St. in Lamar.   Per Dianne’s request cremation had 
taken place and there was no public visitation.  For additional information and online 
condolences please visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com
Lois Ann Kelly - 1934 – 2011 - A funeral service for Scottsdale, Arizona resident and 
former Lamar resident, Lois Ann Kelly will be held at 10:00 AM Monday June 20, 2011 
at the Lamar Christian Church.  Ian Blacker will officiate the service and burial will fol-
low in the Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar.   Visitation for Lois will be held from 1:00 PM 
to 5:00 PM Sunday June 19, 2011 at the Peacock Funeral Home in Lamar and prior to 
the service on Monday at the Lamar Christian Church.  For additional information and 
online condolences please visit our website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com
Frank Bruce - 1919 - 2011 - Funeral services for Holly, CO, resident Frank Bruce were 
held Tuesday June 14, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly, CO. Pastor 
Dale Fuhrmeister and Pastor Don Sales  co-officiated the service and burial followed at 
the Garber Cemetery, south of Holly.  Frank is survived by his wife Julia Bruce of Holly, 
CO and six children. For additional information and online condolences please visit our 
website at www.valleymemorialfc.com
Mercedes “Mercy” T. Enciso - 1954 – 2011 - A mass of Christian Burial for La-
mar, Colorado resident Mercedes “Mercy” Enciso was held Monday June 13, 2011 at St. 
Francis De Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Lamar, Colorado. Father 
Damasus Okoro celebrated the mass. Burial followed at the Riverside Cemetery in Lamar, 
Colorado.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Lamar Area Hospice either di-
rectly or through Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel, P.O. Box 950, Lamar, CO 81052.

Upcoming Events
June 15-17 - 23rd Annual Wind Millers Trade Fair Convention, Fairgrounds
Thursday, June 16 - Prowers County Commissioners; Chamber Board of Directors 
Meeting, 7am
Friday June 17 - Lamar Elks Family Dinner Night, Mexican Menu
June 17-18 - Wiley Hay Days
Saturday, June 18 - Bristol-Granada Day
Sunday, June 19 - Father’s Day
Monday, June 20 - Voces Unidas, Lamar Eagles
Tuesday, June 21 - Prowers County Lodging Tax Panel, 4pm, PCDI; Lamar Elks Student 
of the Month Dinner, 6:30pm
Wednesday, June 22 - Bike to Work Day, Lamar Community Building, 7-8am; PMC 
Board of Directors Meeting, 7pm


