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Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

Invest in YOU

FREE
Take One!

Get a new  
lease on  
renters  
insurance.

Anna M Carere, Agent
701 S. Main St
Lamar, CO 81052
Bus: 719-336-5212
anna.carere.st2f@statefarm.com

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building? 

Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

Professional Tree & Lawn Care

Lawn Fertilization
Tree Injection

Pest/Disease Control
Bare Ground/Weed Control

Serving Southeast  Colorado 

CLAY PEACOCK

209 South Fourth Street
Lamar, Colorado 81052
Phone: (719) 336-2234

www.peacockfuneralhome.com

Four Generations of Trust and ServiceFour Generations of Trust and Service

Decision on Four Day School Week Due May 9
The RE-2 school board of directors will hold a work session Thursday, May 5 and a 
general meeting on May 9, at which time a vote on a four day school week will be taken. 
Parents, students and concerned citizens attended a public forum on the matter this past 
Tuesday, and the public had an opportunity to express their views on the cost-saving 
measure. The Lamar district is looking at a short fall budget of as much as $146,000 for 
the 2011-2012 school year and budget cuts and staff reductions have already taken place, 
and more may come.
Citizens, teachers and teachers representing their separate schools addressed the issue, 
weighing the pros and cons of reducing the district to four days, a move that parallels Las 
Animas, Wiley, McClave and Holly districts. 
Before the forum, Ron Peterson, president of the board told The Prowers Journal, the 
board had been questioning other similar sized districts in the state that made the four day 
switch. He said Pueblo and Wiley couldn’t be factored in, as one is very large and has many 
options and the other has such a small student population, the numbers wouldn’t translate 
for Lamar. Peterson said, We have to develop our budget in May, but we won’t be certain 
about state aid per student until the annual headcount in October.” He estimated around 
20 less students for the next year, which would mean a cutback in state funding, but he 
added, that can be spread over several years to lessen the impact. Peterson added, the dis-
tricts receive 80% of their funding from the state and he was reluctant to even consider a 
mill levy override, if even for a year. “We have a recession underway, we’re dealing with a 
drought and everyone is making personal and professional budget cuts. The board needs 
to do all it can to reduce costs before we consider going before the voters to ask them for a 
tax increase.” Newly hired superintendant Dave Tecklenburg gave a quick synopsis of the 
school’s financial affairs saying cutbacks on transportation, utilities, substitute teachers, 
even janitorial supplies is at this point only an estimate toward reducing the budget by 
another $150,000. By Russ Baldwin (Complete article online at theprowersjournal.com.)

Preliminary Court Dates Set in Hagar Assault
 
     The three men arrested in the alleged assault against Brian Hagar of Lamar, appeared 
in Prowers County District Court for appearance of counsel on Tuesday morning, May 
3. Shane Kalani and Abraham Kalani of Wiley and Daniel Knight of Lamar, all had their 
court appearances before District Court Judge Tallman continued for pre-trial conferences 
with their attorneys. Shane Kalani had been charged with one count of first degree assault 
in the April 9, 2011 altercation. He is represented by public defender Rusty Zane, and 
will next appear in court on June 7 of this year. Abraham Kalani is being represented by 
a separate court appointed attorney, and his next scheduled court date will be May 17. 
He was charged with one count of first degree assault. Daniel Knight, also represented by 
a court appointed attorney, will appear before Judge Tallman on May 17. He had been 
charged with one count of felony menacing and one count of disorderly conduct. All three 
men have been out on bond since their arrest. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar Utility Board Delays Rate Hike
     The automatic 2.5% rate hike, set to go in effect in June for Lamar Light and Power 
customers, will be deferred until November. Light plant superintendent Rick Rigel said 
the current finances and cash reserves are, “in pretty good shape right now.” Rigel added 
that the light plant is also receiving monthly payments of $26,000 from ARPA, Arkansas 
River Power Authority, against a back payment of $962,000. The board will review plant 
finances in July, by which point they’ll have a clearer view for any action by November. 
Rigel added the deferment will maintain the existing rate through the approaching higher 
usage months. The board’s decision was aided by news of available surplus federal hydro 
energy through Western Area Power Authority facilities.
     The Bent county fire two weeks ago damaged almost a dozen power poles. Rigel told 
the board replacing them will prove to be a lengthy and expensive process. A lot of the 
poles were burned in a swampy, hard to reach area. The light plant will need to rent a 
special swamp ‘buggy’ available in Louisiana and pay to have it delivered and returned as 
well as a rental fee. Plant engineer Houssin Hourieh explained a plant employee will have 
to be checked out to operate the device and transport repairmen to the site during the 
replacement operation. Rigel and the board agreed that the plant should move ahead and 
do a complete upgrade on those cross arm poles and transmission lines, working from west 
to the east, where the 69kV substation and the eastern 13.8kV Las Animas line suffered 
fire damage.
     Rigel informed the board a settlement had been negotiated with the State Air Pollu-
tion Control Division on a Consent Order of Compliance for permit violations in part of 
2009 and to the end of 2010. He said there was consideration for the plant’s willingness 
to take the light plant off line when it was recognized some emissions limits had been 
exceeded, and the B & W engineering firm began to develop acceptable plans to curtail 
the emissions. Rigel stated any penalties involved will be used in the plant’s supplemental 
environmental project in which the plant will have 60 days to draft and submit a project 
for Division review. A meeting with ARPA representatives developed several options and 
costs for an energy efficiency plan. Rigel said one choice involved plans to help benefit 
ARPA member cities with their street lighting. By Russ Baldwin
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Cow Palace Inn Sold
     The Cow Palace Inn was purchased in a public trustee foreclosure sale Wednesday, May 
4, at the Prowers County Courthouse. County treasurer Lorraine Woolley conducted the 
sale at which only one bid was presented, from Zion’s First National Bank in Utah for 
$723,587.  That leaves a deficiency on the property of $1,278,510.79 against Dhillon In-
vestments, Inc. from Tracy, California, the most recent owner of the property.  The motel 
had been in receivership to Nationwide Assessment Management Group since earlier this 
winter.  According to Woolley, any junior lien holder has eight business days after the sale 
to file an Intent to Redeem.  If there are no filings, the Certificate of Purchase holder is 
eligible for a Confirmation Deed on the ninth business day after the sale, on May 16. 
By Russ Baldwin


