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Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

Invest in YOU

FREE
Take One!

Get a new  
lease on  
renters  
insurance.

Anna M Carere, Agent
701 S. Main St
Lamar, CO 81052
Bus: 719-336-5212
anna.carere.st2f@statefarm.com

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building? 

Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

Professional Tree & Lawn Care

Lawn Fertilization
Tree Injection

Pest/Disease Control
Bare Ground/Weed Control

Serving Southeast  Colorado 

CLAY PEACOCK

209 South Fourth Street
Lamar, Colorado 81052
Phone: (719) 336-2234

www.peacockfuneralhome.com

Four Generations of Trust and ServiceFour Generations of Trust and Service

PCDI Puts Big R Warehouse on Local Market
     The Big R warehouse, donated to Prowers County Development Incorporated by 
the company last year, will be offered first through local real estate listings. The 2.8 acre 
property on Washington Street in Lamar will be marketed as a business incentive, with 
hopes of selling it to a ‘jobs-attached’ business developer or corporation. Board member 
Gene Millbrand stated during the April 26 board meeting, that even if PCDI receives the 
purchase price for the property, there’s no real gain to the county unless the buyer plans to 
develop a business that will hire local employees. The industrial zoned land totals 124,780 
square feet and contains nine buildings for heated and cold storage, offices, shop area and 
garages. PCDI president Mike Bryant said local realtors should have the first opportunity 
for selling the property, but after a period, PCDI will broaden the scope of marketing 
to outlying interests, including Craigslist and other advertising venues. Big R donated 
the land to PCDI when the company moved its corporate staff and offices to Pueblo last 
year.
     Additional discussion on the Washington Street property focused on its potential an-
nexation into the Urban Redevelopment District. The Lamar Redevelopment Board has 
considered developing new boundaries for the district, which would include the Big R 
property. PCDI executive director, Lisa Nolder, said she’s had discussions with Lamar city 
administrator Ron Stock on the proposal. She said Stock did not make a recommendation 
either way, but annexation would be a source into the Urban Renewal District to provide 
incentives in light of the city’s budget. Nolder said if PCDI requested annexation for the 
property after the new boundaries had been drawn, the $10,000 fee to PCDI probably 
would not be reduced. Millbrand, speaking for the county commissioners, said he and the 
other two commissioners advised not to pursue the annexation. He said that action would 
eliminate the county from having any potential, possibility of having incentives to offer 
for economic development. Millbrand explained, “We feel our incentives, through sales 
tax and real property tax are more beneficial to a potential business than the small amount 
of tax generated to the city to be spread throughout the Urban Redevelopment District.” 
He continued, “But that could change if the Authority gets bond money that would allow 
them to do more than property tax. It’s a Catch-22 because the property tax of the city 
captures from the county is what they would use to pay the bond money with.” Millbrand 
said the county is also reluctant for the property annexation as there is still no intergov-
ernmental agreement with the city since the Redevelopment District was begun two years 
ago. Board members also wondered if the tax baseline of the Big R property would start 
at zero, or revert to the last tax assessment. That would have a bearing on what the TIF, 
Tax Increment Funding would be set at, either 100% of the new assessment would go 
into the District, or would be based on the last assessment. The board said they would 
make plans to contact City deputy administrator, Bill Pfeilsticker for a future meeting to 
discuss options.
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Council Negotiators to Meet with County
McCrea New Lamar Police Chief

     Councilmen PJ Wilson and Kirk Crespin and Deputy City Administrator Bill 
Pfeilsticker were selected to represent the city in future negotiations with the county to 
develop a new five year joint agreement for financing the 911 Authority Board/Dispatch 
Center. The current contract expires at the end of the year. Pfeilsticker explained that 
the Authority Board, financed by telephone taxes and the city and the county, needs to 
reapportion the percentage of payment. He says the city residents pay twice, through 
the city and again through the county taxes, while taxpayers outside the city limits pay 
only a county tax. He is urging the city team to re-negotiate the contract to what he 
believes is a more equitable percentage. Based on population, he says, Lamar pays 62% 
of salaries and the county pays 38%, approximately $8,200 a month for all employees. 
Some separate finances to the annual operation are paid separately between the city and 
the county. The Authority Board employees are city workers. Holly, Wiley and Granada 
do not contribute to the cost of the Authority Board. Pfeilsticker said the city population 
of 7,804 will be the same number taxed again (7,804) for the county. County residents 
total 4,747. That group, he said, made 16,398 calls last year, while Lamar calls totaled 
13,393…a 38%, 38% and 23% split between city and county. No date has been set at 
this time for a first meeting.
     Gary McCrea will replace Brian Phillips as Lamar’s new chief of police. McCrea 
has been acting as interim police chief since Phillips’ resignation this past January. City 
Administrator Ron Stock recommended McCrea as, “Gary has served our Police Depart-
ment with distinction as Commander, and has met or exceeded all of my expectations 
while serving as the Acting Chief of Police. He has earned the trust and support of the 
community and the respect and admiration of his staff.” Stock commented in his recom-
mendation. The council voted unanimously in favor of the appointment which will 
become official with swearing-in ceremonies on May 9 at the next council meeting.
     Because the construction firm hired to conduct the cleaning and rehabilitation of 
the 6 million gallon water tank was unable to meet their proposed schedule, that project 
has been pushed back . The city decided increased seasonal water demands would be 
beyond the limits of the 2 million gallon storage tank if the larger one was out of use. 
TEC, The Engineering Company, has drawn up plans for the new project which will go 
to bid. Related documents include the current financial status of the project, available 
loan funding, and a cost estimate of TEC’s services to the city. $48,500 is available to 
be carried over to the new project. The city is being billed $55,458.79 by TEC because 
this is now a new and separate project. If it had been done while the new lift station was 
under construction, the TEC engineer would have been able to oversee both projects. 
The city council authorized the mayor to sign the related task orders totaling $104,000. 
The project is expected to take 10 months or less, and should be completed by March 
2012. Administrator Stock said he anticipates additional savings by using Lamar’s Build-
ing Inspector, Bobby Ward, to inspect the tank painting project for the bulk of the task, 
thereby reducing the number and cost of visits by the TEC Engineer. Stock said the city 
has already invested $50,000 in materials which should also translate to some savings in 
the new bidding procedures.
The council will have their informal monthly breakfast at 7am on May 4 at Daylight 
Donut on South Main Street. PJ Wilson announced there are two openings on the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission for any interested citizen. The annual Good Morning La-
mar Breakfast, in conjunction with Lamar Days, will be held Friday, May 13 at 6:45am 
at the Lamar Elks Lodge with some past and present Lamar Honkers entertaining the 
crowd that morning (article contiunes online at: theprowersjournal.com).
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CARRIGAN EXCAVATING, LLC
Licensed, Insured, and Bonded

Commercial & Residential
Serving All Of Your

Excavating & Pipeline Needs.

(719) 336-3313
Fax (719) 336-3312

Mobile (719) 688-3313

30687 County Road 19
Lamar, CO 81052

Mark Carrigan 
mcarrigan@carriganinc.com
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

WALLACE
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WALLACE
Gas & Oil, Inc.

606 N. Main St.  •  P.O. Box 1107
Lamar, Colorado 81052

(719) 336-7787  •  (719) 336-3588 fax
wallace@cminet.net

Cathy Buxton - Owner
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Law Enforcement 
11P-1127 Traffic Violation 15:39:00 04/20/11 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 3000 Blk of Hwy 50 for fictitious 
plates. Rigoberto Cisneros was arrested for fictitious plates, no insurance, and driving a 
motor vehicle when license under restraint. Cisneros is being held at the Prowers County 
Jail on $1000.00.

——————————————————————————–
11L-04638 Burglary 22:18:08 04/21/11 Mike Schneider-INA
Case Number: 11L-04638 Officer: M. Schneider Date: 04/21/2011 Media Release: Of-
ficers responded to the 600 block N 13th St on a reported burglary.  Officers were advised 
a dog had been taken from inside of a residence.  Case is under investigation. 

——————————————————————————–
11P-1183 911 Hangup 06:06:42 04/25/11 T Weisenhorn    OHS
Detective T Weisenhorn was advised of a 911 hangup in the 100 Blk of N Frederick Ave, 
Bristol. While en route Detective was advised everyone was in bed and it was weather 
related.

See the full report online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
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23 LOTIONS

Soreaches
Rub

only $7.00

214 S. Main St. in Lamar  •  (719) 691-5592
Check us out on Facebook!

Upcoming Events
Thursday April 28 - LCC Booster Club, Burger Feed - Sand & Sage Fair Board,  7pm 
- Holly FFA Banquet, 6:30pm
Friday April 29 - Dudes & Dames Square Dance Review, 7pm at L.C.B. - Arbor Day 
- Steak Night, Lamar Eagles
Saturday April 30 - Enchanted Forest, Century Bike Ride, 6-10am, Rolling Start - 
Prowers County Demolition Derby, Fairgrounds, 7pm
Tuesday May 3 - Four Day School Week Forum, 6pm, Lamar High School
Wednesday May 4 - Lamar City Council Breakfast, 7am, Daylight Donut - Holly Com-
mercial Club, Noon, Methodist Church - Holly Town Board Meeting, 7pm

Obituaries
Opal M. Murray - November 30, 1914 – April 25, 2011 - Funeral services for Lamar 
area resident Opal Murray will be held at 3:00 P.M. Wednesday April 27, 2011 at the 
First Baptist Church in Lamar. Rev. Dave Davis will officiate and burial will follow in the 
Fairmount Cemetery, Lamar, CO.  Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar is handling 
arrangements. Opal was born November 30th, 1914 and departed this life on Monday 
April 25, 2011 at her daughter’s home in Lamar, CO at the age of 96.
Stephen A. Walkinshaw - February 11, 1926 – April 23, 2011 -  Funeral services for 
former Holly area resident Stephen A. Walkinshaw were held at 10:00 A.M. Wednesday 
April 27, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly. Pastor Gregory Kaminski 
officiated and burial followed in the Syracuse Cemetery, Syracuse, Kansas with full mili-
tary honors by Holly V.F.W. Post 4281.  Mr. Walkinshaw is survived by his wife – Joyce 
Walkinshaw of Aurora, CO; by his six children.
Lucile E. Veatch - June 24, 1923 - April 23, 2011 - Graveside Services for Lamar resi-
dent Lucile E. Veatch will be held at 10:00AM on Friday, April 29, 2011 at the Fairview 
Cemetery in Lenox, Iowa with Reverend Tim Maxa of the Lenox United Presbyterian 
Church officiating. - Lucile was born on June 24, 1923 at Cromwell, Iowa to Frank and 
Estella (Sink) Purviance and passed away at Juniper Village at Lamar on Saturday, April 
23, 2011 at the age of 87. - Memorial Contributions may be made to the Lamar Area 
Hospice either direct or in care of the Peacock Family. Arrangements in Iowa are under 
the direction of the Ritchie Funeral Home.

LCC Planning to Increase Student Enrollment
     A men’s soccer team and junior varsity basketball team will be part of the new line-up 
at Lamar Community College next fall. LCC President John Marrin and Chad DeBono, 
VP of Enrollment Services, outlined the goals of the college’s three-year strategic market-
ing plan recently. DeBono briefed the Prowers County Commissioners Thursday, April 
21, outlining additional plans to increase enrollment for adult students, including: hire 
a recruiter to specialize in minority enrollments and offer $1,000 scholarships to high 
school seniors in service area courses at the college.
     LCC will have a non-sanctioned men’s soccer team next year and will open the bas-
ketball program to accommodate overflow students who are not prepared for the varsity 
team, but will play JV against other teams in the state. Marrin estimated an additional 
50 students could be enrolled through these efforts.
     The college will hold open tryouts for women’s volleyball and men’s JV basketball on 
Saturday, April 30 at the Wellness Center. The women’s v-ball tryout will be from 11am 
to 1pm, men’s basketball recruitment day will start at 2pm, and the soccer try-out will 
be held at the high school field on Yucca Street on May 21.

May 3 Public Forum on Four Day School Week
     Some board members of the RE-2 School District in Lamar may or may not change 
their minds regarding a proposed four day school week following a public hearing on 
the proposal set for 6pm, Tuesday, May 3 at the high school auditorium. The proposed 
change came to a vote during a board meeting April 18, with members split down the 
middle. Directors Medina, Winsor and Whitham voted in favor of a four day week, with 
Peterson, Schwartz and Wheaton voting against. That vote might change following the 
public forum. If not, the district will continue with a five day week.
The Prowers Journal contacted several local child care providers to determine how they 
view the proposed change and its potential impact on their operations. Courtney Holt-
Rogers, director of the Welcome Home Child Care Center, said they can accommodate 
25 school age students and currently have 19 enrolled. The Center has been in operation 
for just over a decade, and is staffed to handle infants and toddlers and students up to 
13 years of age.
     Talara Coen, Alta Vista charter school administrator, said the longer school hours 
for a four day schedule would mean an even longer day for her K-6 grade students. As a 
charter school, she said Alta Vista can maintain a five day schedule, but transportation 
arrangements would be needed from the school district. “It’s possible that some of our 
students wouldn’t be picked up until 4:30pm or later, and would not be getting home 
until around 6pm with a four day schedule,” she commented. Coen believes the shorter 
week could translate to lower student learning retention with three days away from classes 
each week. Coen said she’ll have to confer with the school board and survey the Alta Vista 
parents for their input.
     Lori Hammer, director of the Teen Center in Lamar, said her operation would also face 
late hour transportation issues for younger students. The Teen Center is partnered with 
P3 and both are funded under a Justice Assistance Grant aimed at providing safe, drug 
free schools and communities across the country. The Teen Center usually hosts between 
70 to 80 students a day, and it is possible the facility will see an increase in the number 
of students if Lamar goes to a four day week. The Teen Center currently holds afternoon 
hours, and is not exactly a day-care provider. The grant-funded operation is open five 
days a week. Whether they would have to extend their hours to accommodate students 
on the fifth day of the week is not known at this time. Hammer said her younger students 
would be arriving later during the week, but probably leaving at the usual time in the 
afternoon when they’re picked up by parents or busses. Hammer said older students can 
remain until 8pm and can provide their own transportation. She said the shorter school 
week may be moot for the center, as the JAG funding will end in September, and if not 
renewed, the future of the Teen Center is uncertain. Meg Day of P3 is seeking several 
different grants at this time, and may find out by June if the JAG funds have been ap-
proved.
     Some parents have been using private day care facilities in Lamar for their children, 
but exactly how many children will need to go to them for the extra day is not certain 
at this point, or if they can be accommodated by the current day care centers in private 
homes. State regulations allow only so many students per home, pending certification 
and facilities, to allow an increase beyond a set number. To date, Lamar has 13 licensed 
home providers to accommodate a total of 53 children. It is not known how close those 
providers are to their full capacity.
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Robinson Printing Special Offer!

     Parents and other relatives can now sponsor their 
graduating senior in this year’s Class of 2011 annu-
al publication for Granada, Holly, Lamar, McClave 
and Wiley. This is the first time that the option to 
have parents, grandparents and business owners to 
be able to sponsor a graduating senior. 
     Contact Robinson Printing at 336-9095 by Fri-
day, April 29, and let us know the message you’d 
like for your graduate in this annual keepsake.


