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Lamar City Council Approves Officers
for Caged Conflict Event

Invest in YOU
Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

The city council signed a new concession stand contract with the Lamar Savage Booster
Club, continuing a 14 year agreement. Under terms, the city would receive 8% of the new
income for 2011-2012, a 2% increase over last year’s contract. Rick Akers, Leisure Services
director explained to the board that because of a 2009-2010 contract with Coca Cola,
the percentage for the Club was reduced to 6%, but is now being set back to the original
agreement of 8%. Utility costs have increased over the past two years, necessitating an
increase in the percentage fee. The renewal agreement is open ended relating to future fee
negotiations. Akers said he addressed Booster Club members on the new agreement, and
they had no objections.
A caged conflict event is being promoted by Voces Unidas to coincide with this year’s
Cinco de Mayo celebration. The fight will be held at the Lamar Community Building and
the Lamar Police Department has been asked by the promoter to provide security services
for the evening, May 7. Police Chief Gray McCrea explained that eight officers will be employed at $30 per hour for the caged conflict which is scheduled from 6pm to midnight.
The council approved the request from Donald Martinez, events promoter.
Lamar Days committee members received permission from the city council for waiver
of carnival fees at $290 for Crabtree Amusements, a new concession conducting the carnival in Lamar. The council also approved permission to locate one carnival house trailer
for three employees at Willow Creek Park from May 11 to May 15. Another house trailer
will occupy one of the RV trailer parks in town. Lamar is celebrating its 125th anniversary
this year. Leisure Services director Rick Akers reminded Chamber of Commerce President
Jillian Tinnes that the carnival is prohibited from dumping grey water at Willow Creek
Park, and she said she’ll make sure that provision is included in the contract. The city will
supply water and electricity as it has to other carnivals in past years.
A spring and summer downtown beautification project has been supported by the
Lamar Chamber of Commerce. Chamber members are seeking funds through a future
radiothon to buy flowers which will be planted throughout downtown Lamar. The flowers
cost $800. Local 4-H clubs will plant the flowers the first weekend in May. The chamber
is asking businesses to help out by adopting a block for continued care of the flowers.
No date has been set for the on-air fund-raising at this time. (complete article online at
theprowersjournal.com)

Bent Co. Fire Takes Toll on Light Plant Power Poles
“It will probably take the full summer to replace the power poles that were burned
in the Bent County weekend fire,” announced Lamar Light Plant Superintendent, Rick
Rigel. Rigel told the Lamar Utilities Board on Tuesday, he surveyed the burn area on Sunday and estimated that 15 poles in a three mile area must be replaced. On the basis of his
findings, Rigel suggested a cost-study analysis on using metal poles to replace the wooden
ones that were destroyed. He said insurance should cover the replacement costs and hiring
a contractor, but he has no estimate yet of the dollar loss. Rigel added the first priority will
be to stabilize the remaining poles, especially at road crossings.
LUB members voted in favor of purchasing the second highest priced wooden power
pole crossarms because the ten and eight foot wooden crossarms are already in stock with
Techline Company. The price is only $373 more than the lower bidder, but that delivery
date will take 4-5 weeks. Rigel said, “Because we’re on the fringe of the storm season and
in light of the recent fire, it’s better to have them in stock now than delaying replacement
for a month.” Board members tabled a decision to purchase a ‘125 foot’ man-lift for the
Light Plant. Rigel said these devices are high maintenance, they have very limited to no
warranty, and he is concerned about the safety issues associated with using the lifts. Their
cost averages $120,000 and he wants to explore the options of a lease-purchase agreement
with the companies that submitted a bid.
Board members went into executive session to discuss three matters: plant operation
update, latest issues with the WildEarth Guardian lawsuit and to consider approval for a
consent order on compliance for permit exceedences. In open session Rigel stated that repair work continues on the boiler system and tube weld inspections will take place through
the month. Replacement and upgrades on the primary and secondary air handling systems
will take about a month and will begin early next week. Rigel expressed optimism regarding the state court findings on the WEG litigation against the Repowering Project. He
cited a preliminary analysis of the plant’s modified permit from the Colorado Department
of Health and Environment. The MACT, Maximum Achievable Control Designation, is
not required for the LRP as the power plant is not considered a ‘major’ source of Hazardous Air Pollutants, and the plant is not bound by the emissions estimates under the EPA’s
policy of, “once in/always in” he explained.
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Asbestos for Holly Landfill & Prairie Dogs
Concern Town Board
Marsha Willhite, Holly Town Administrator, informed the town trustees that the landfill will be able to accept asbestos under the regulations set up by the Colorado Department of Health and Environment. She said the inspection looks good for friable asbestos
to be deposited after several steps have been met including: amending the landfill operations plan, review the design plan, open a 30 day public comment period and update the
landfill audit for the acceptance of asbestos into a different pit. She said the board should
coordinate developments for asbestos dumping with the Holly school board once the old
school begins to be demolished to make way for the new school.
Asbestos isn’t the only new item to be found at the town landfill. Willhite told the
board last Wednesday night the prairie dog population is increasing on an 80 acre tract
north of town, and a cost-effective eradication plan is needed. The geography of the area
is such that Tri State G & T is clearing property adjacent to the town’s land, and on the opposite side, eradication is underway on privately owned property. The town has explored
one option for its land in the middle, renting three machines used to eliminate the rodents
at $700 a day. The board decided to explore other options before allocating funds for the
job. (this article continues at theprowersjournal.com)
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11P-1034 Medical Emergency
07:49:27 04/10/11 Shawn Stone OHS
Deputies dispatched to the 25000 block of US Highway 50 on a report of a vehicle parked
along the highway and the driver appeared to be unconscious. Granada first responders
arrived on scene first and advised the female subject was just sleeping.
——————————————————————————–
11L-04159 Assault
21:44:08 04/08/11 D Gonzales
ACT
Case#: 11L-04159 Officer: D. Gonzales Date: Sat Apr 09 03:40:02 MDT 2011
MEDIA RELEASE: Officers responded to the 300 Blk N. Main St. on a report of an assault. Incident is being investigated.
——————————————————————————–
11L-04173 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 15:33:42 04/09/11 J Curtis
OHS
Case#: 11L-04173 Officer: J. Curtis Date: Sat Apr 09, 2011 MEDIA RELEASE: Officers
responded to the 1300 block of N. Main St. on a report of someone selling items without
a vendor license. Officers explained the law and requested the subject stop selling in town
without a vendor license.
——————————————————————————–
11L-04177 Weapon Offense
20:06:32 04/09/11 T Cope
ECP
Case#:11L-04177 Officer: T Cope Date: Sun Apr 10 21:02:32 MDT 2011
MEDIA RELEASE: Officers responded to the 400 block of North 8th Street on a report
of shots fired. Officers were advised subjects did not want to press charges and would not
cooperate with investigation.
——————————————————————————–
11L-03938 Controlled Substance Problem 12:15:37 04/05/11 N Losa
CCI
Case#:11L-03938 Sgt. Losa Date: Tue Apr 05 16:00:51 MDT 2011 MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer contacted a vehicle in the 1100 block S. Main for having no brake lights. The
officer later cited the two occupants for possession of marijuana.
See the full report online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
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Tea and Travels,
Downtown Lamar
Something new this season, a Progressive
Spring Tea will be held from 12pm to 5pm,
Thursday, April 14 at various downtown stores
in Lamar.
Open to the public, you’re invited to begin your
travels at Thoughts in Bloom for directions and
your first necessary item for the tea. Each stop
at a participating store earns you another item
needed for the tea at the end of your walking
journey. Each stop will offer a mystery special
for those who take part until you come to the
end of your journey, The Main Street Shoppe at
106 South Main.
A right proper tea includes English Trifle,
scones, tea cookies and Devonshire Cream,
and you’ll enjoy some other treats along the way.
Call your friends and form a group. Call the Lamar Chamber of Commerce for information at:

719-336-4379.

Decades ago, when asbestos was considered a good way to insulate, not much was
known about the health precautions needed when using the substance. Numerous homes
and commercial buildings in Lamar were insulated with it, floors, walls, attics and even
ceiling tiles. Over the years some of those buildings have become unused and fallen into
disrepair, and the asbestos is still there, and it costs a lot to clean it up. The associated costs
with asbestos removal and disposal has been a little discussed factor in ridding Lamar of
some of the more blighted buildings, and clearing space for new and usable properties.
Some Lamar city staff and council members met Tuesday, April 12, with Mark Walker
and Jesse Silverstein from the Colorado Brownfields Foundation in Littleton, Colorado.
The Foundation is a non-profit, statewide organization that helps communities overcome
environmental obstacles relating to economic development, including asbestos abatement. They are conducting a fact-finding visit to La Junta and Lamar and offering advice
to Lamar’s various economic development groups on the best steps needed to conduct an
asbestos assessment of local derelict buildings and safely dispose of the materials. At this
time, the Lamar landfill is not equipped to handle friable asbestos, but city chief building official, Bobby Ward said the city can take steps to ready the landfill to allow future
deposits. The landfill would need to comply with CDPHE regulations, including a GPS
reading on the site to pinpoint the asbestos location in the future. Holly is also conducting an assessment of its landfill for friable asbestos disposal. Walker and Silverstein recommended the city prioritize a list of areas, not including just downtown, where projects
could start. They suggested taking small steps and begin with one ‘winnable’ project. (the
complete article can be found at theprowersjournal.com).
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longtime Lamar resident Debra “Deb” Avery will be held at 2:00 PM on Thursday, April
14, 2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church
officiating. Cremation will follow and a private family interment will follow at a later
date.
Jan McKinley - Jan McKinley, wife of State Representative Wes McKinley, passed
away Sunday evening, April 3, 2011. Graveside services were held Tuesday, April 5, 2011
at the Walsh, CO cemetery. Those wishing may make Memorial Donations to: Baca
County Hospice, 373 E. 10th Ave, Springfield, CO 81073
Charlene Groomer - November 7, 1961 – April 9, 2011 - A Memorial Service for
longtime Wiley resident, Charlene Groomer will be held at 1:00PM, Monday, April 18,
2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church
officiating. Interment of the ashes will follow at Hasty Cemetery. Per Charlene’s request
cremation will take place and there will be no visitation.
Darwin M. “DM” Caswell - October 8, 1947 – April 8, 2011 - A graveside committal service for Hope, Arkansas resident, Darwin M. Caswell will be held at 1:00 PM
Saturday April 16, 2011 at the Hillside Cemetery in Granada, Colorado. Per the family’s
request there will be no public visitation. Services are under the direction of Peacock
Funeral Chapel.
Eulamae L. Hart - October 26, 1918 – April 9, 2011 A celebration of life for longtime Holly, Colorado resident Eulamae L. Hart will be held at 10:00 A.M. Friday April
15, 2011 at the Holly United Methodist Church in Holly with Rev. Kathy Leathers and
Chad Wright co-officiating. Burial will follow in the Garber Cemetery south of Holly.
Eulamae was born October 26, 1918 at Proctor, Colorado and departed this life on Saturday April 9,2011 at the Holly Nursing Care Center in Holly at the age of 92. Visitation for Mrs. Hart will be held from 10:00 AM to 7:00 PM Thursday April 14, 2011 at
Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Holly and prior to the funeral service on Friday at
the Holly United Methodist Church.
Theodore D. DeLong – March 16, 1931 – April 7, 2011 - A private family
graveside memorial service for longtime Eads, Colorado resident, Theodore D. “Ted”
DeLong will be held at the Eads Cemetery at a later date. Arrangements will be through
Peacock Funeral Chapel in Lamar. Ted was born on March 16, 1931 to Milton Elbert
and Laura A. (Proper) DeLong and passed away on April 7, 2011 at Prowers Medical
Center at the age of 80.
Tony G. Hernandez - May 5, 1930 – April 8, 2011 - Memorial Service for lifelong
Lamar Resident, Tony G. Hernandez will be held at 10:00 AM, Thursday, April 14,
2011 at the Peacock Family Chapel with Les Fellow of the Congregation of Jehovah’s
Witness officiating. In-urnment will follow in the Riverside Cemetery in Lamar. Per
Tony’s request cremation has taken place and there was no public viewing.
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The Time Has Come...

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer,
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.
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Thursday April 14 - Progressive Spring Tea, 1-5p, downtown Lamar Stores - LCC Booster Club Meeting - Commissioners Meeting, 8:15a
Saturday April 16 - Lamar Prom, Holly Prom
Sunday April 17 - Palm Sunday
Monday April 18 - Passover
Tuesday April 19 - Granada H.S. Ark Valley Wind & Percussion Concert - Prowers Lodging Tax Panel, 4p, PCDI Office - Lamar Elks, Student of the Month Dinner, 6:30p.
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