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Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

Invest in YOU

Welcome to the Prowers Journal

This free weekly newsletter and website 
focuses on current events in Prowers County.   
The Prowers Journal is available at various 

business sites and retail outlets and online at 
www.theprowersjournal.com.

The Prowers Journal, published 
by Robinson Printing, Inc. in Lamar.  

Call today at 336-9095.

FREE
Take One!

Get a new  
lease on  
renters  
insurance.

Anna M Carere, Agent
701 S. Main St
Lamar, CO 81052
Bus: 719-336-5212
anna.carere.st2f@statefarm.com

Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building? 

Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.  

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

statefarm.com®

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling

6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Run Smart

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
Fax:  719-336-8159

Professional Tree & Lawn Care

Lawn Fertilization
Tree Injection

Pest/Disease Control
Bare Ground/Weed Control

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!
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Lamar Police Make Arrest in School Bomb Scare
Media Release from Lamar Police Department - Monday, March 28, officers of the 
Lamar Police Department made an arrest in response to the bomb threat and evacuation 
of the Lamar High School last week. Officers arrested a 16 year old student at the Lamar 
High School as a result of the investigation into the incident of March 22nd. The indi-
vidual arrested, was charged with one felony count of False Report of Explosives and one 
misdemeanor charge of Interference with a School. The juvenile was screened and trans-
ported to the Pueblo Youth Center on a no bond warrant. The investigation is ongoing 
and other individuals may be charged at a later date.

Lamar Council Revises Water & Sewer Fees
     The 2011 fee schedule adopted by the city in 2010 inadvertently combined both wa-
ter and sewer fees instead of separating them according to customer usage. Some water 
customers who don’t use city sewer facilities were being charged sewer fees. Deputy city 
administrator Bill Pfeilsticker explained the error to the Lamar city council which voted to 
initiate separate billing for each of the two services, and the overcharges will be refunded, 
retroactive to January 1, 2011 forward, when deemed appropriate by the city treasurer.
     In other water matters, the city approved the annual $50,000 fee for Earl Simon Pipe 
Cleaning for the annual cleaning of the city’s wastewater collection lines. Simon has been 
employed by the city for this service for over 30 years, providing quality service and com-
petitive rates to the city. The fees have been budgeted each year.
     The city’s water engineering firm, TEC recommended a change order which will end 
the association the city has had with K.R. Swerdfeger construction company for water 
infrastructure improvements. A subcontractor is unable to meet the city’s deadline to re-
habilitate the 6 million gallon water tank south of town. As the city is entering an annual 
heavy water use period, it was decided by council to delay the project until November and 
set the task out for bid to a different contractor. As the remainder of the project under 
Swerdfeger has been met, the city decided to delete the tank work from the comprehensive 
contract. The net adjustment of removing the rehabilitation project from the change order 
is $964,964.60. The city will not be penalized in funding for the delay, as the money will 
be placed in a contingency fund for later use once the project has been rebid.
     The council approved the $5,742.99 purchase of a new sound system for the Sports 
Complex. Peak Media had the low bid for the project which will replace the two speaker 
horns which have been in use since the first world series games were played. It was de-
termined that the current setup was not appropriate for the amount of use that would 
be required to run the audio needs of the fourplex project. The purchase will include an 
iPod/MP3 player, CD player, wireless microphones, waterproof speakers and deliver a 
high quality sound. A similar system is currently being used by the Lamar Community 
College sports department. The fourplex will see another future upgrade this year. The 
council approved the purchase of a chain link fence from low bidder, Guihen’s Lumber 
and Landscape for $7,662. The fence will be installed this spring around field number 
three and the fourth field will be completed this fall. Funding will be provided from the 
city’s Conservation Trust Fund. (additional city council coverage is available online at 
www.theprowersjournal.com)

Lamar Repowering Project Delays
Resumption of Online Operation

     Coal-fired operations at Lamar Light and Power may be pushed back until June, 
according to light plant superintendent, Rick Rigel.  Two areas need to be addressed, 
boiler operation and efficiency within the limits of the air quality permit for emissions.  
Rigel said the furnace’s air supply systems need improvement to provide sufficient 
‘overfire air’ for the operation, which will involve additional ducting and ports for 
air venting.  Repairs on the ruptured boiler tubes have to be checked, involving 15 
separate welds, and they will have to pass a heat stress x-ray inspection before they are 
brought online.  Several repairs can be completed in the next several weeks, but Rigel 
felt a date in June was more realistic.
     Utility Board members discussed whether to enact an ECA, electric cost adjust-
ment or take no action and allow a proposed 2.5% rate increase to go into effect for all 
customer classes on June 1.   The cost of purchased power is increasing, and ARPA is 
passing along some of those increases to Lamar Light and Power.  Rigel said this was 
anticipated, but not to include the level of the ECA to date.  The ECA will bring in 
$707,130 in annual revenue, slightly more than would be billed out to customers under 
the 2.5% increase, with one or two exceptions.  The board postponed any decision until 
at least a month from now, once they had a better indication on current finances.  The 
board discussed implementing the ECA for several months, instead of a full year, to 
determine the impact on revenues.
     Earlier on March 29, the board issued a press release explaining their opposition to 
the initial WildEarth Guardian lawsuit filed against ARPA, the light plant and LUB, 
and a second lawsuit which was posted in the courts on March 24.  Rigel and other 
board members said they were aware of the lawsuit, but had not been officially served 
with notice as of today, March 29.  WildEarth Guardians claim the Repowering Project 
has been in violation of federal clean air standards since it went online.

It’s “Batter Up” Again in Wiley
Wiley is enjoying a baseball program again after a one year hiatus. Coach Dave Eastin 
has taken over the reins of the program he coached from 2003 to 2006. “I am very 
excited to be back in Wiley and coaching baseball which is my passion! With a one year 
layoff, and a team made up of five upperclassmen and 11 underclassmen, the Panthers 
are just starting to learn.” Coach Eastin added, “We are real excited about the kids that 
have committed to rebuilding the baseball program. Realistically we understand that we 
are very young and inexperienced. When you throw out last year where the school didn’t 
have a program, it makes playing a varsity schedule more difficult. Casey Smith, my 
assistant coach and I, are working hard with our kids, really focusing on fundamentals 
and how the game is supposed to be played. Our goal for this year’s team is to learn how 
to implement the fundamentals of baseball and to gain the competitive fire necessary 
to compete day in and day out. It really is a good situation for us coaches, the kids are 
working hard and every pitch is a teachable moment. Ultimately, our goal is to win the 
hustle game, the game inside the game.”
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Upcoming Events
 
Thursday March 31 - Noon-Bns During Lunch-Lamar Chamber-Mobile Record Shred-
ders - Noon Lamar Rotary-Methodist Church
April 1-2 - Lamar FFA Judging in Texas
Saturday April 2 - Bent/Prowers Cattlemen’s Convention in La Junta
Sunday April 3 - Grand Old Opry, Holly School Cafeteria, 2 & 4pm - Lamar Library 
Spring Book Sale thru Wednesday (Sunday members)
Monday April 4 - 6:30pm, Voces Unidas, Monday evenings, Lamar Eagles
Tuesday April 5 -LCC Career Fair, Wellness Center, 10am to 3pm
Wednesday April 6 - Lamar City Council Breakfast, 7am, LCC Cafeteria - Holly Com-
mercial Club, Noon, Methodist Church - Holly Town Board Meeting, 7pm - FFA Career 
Day - Voices of S.E. Colorado, 7pm, LCB each Monday

We Want Your News!
If you are a non-profit organization, we’d 
love to help you publicize your events! 
About 3 weeks before your event email us 

at: reportertpj@gmail.com

GRAB SOME NEWS!

Here are just a few of the
locations where you will find

The Prowers Journal
Thriftway
Pizza Hut
The Perk

Inches Away
Alco

Mission Villaneuva
Lamar Chamber C of C

Rancher’s Restaurant
Ark Valley Diesel
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CARRIGAN EXCAVATING, LLC
Licensed, Insured, and Bonded

Commercial & Residential
Serving All Of Your

Excavating & Pipeline Needs.

(719) 336-3313
Fax (719) 336-3312

Mobile (719) 688-3313

30687 County Road 19
Lamar, CO 81052

Mark Carrigan 
mcarrigan@carriganinc.com
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Obituaries
Julia A. Davis - June 30, 1945 – March 22, 2011 - Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel
A celebration of life memorial service for Ft. Collins, Colorado resident and longtime 
McClave, Colorado resident, Julia A. Davis, will be held at 3:00 PM Saturday April 2, 
2011 at the Hasty Fire House in Hasty, Colorado.  Pastor Rick Beard will officiate the 
service and a private family scattering will take place at a later date. Per Ms. Davis’ request 
cremation has taken place and there will be no public visitation. Ms. Davis, affectionately 
known to many as “Julie” was born on June 30, 1945 in Detroit, Michigan to James and 
Mary Davis and departed this life on Tuesday March 22, 2011 at the Columbine West 
Rehabilitation Center and Skilled Nursing Facility in Ft. Collins, CO at the age of 65
William ‘Ralph’ Groomer - January 16, 1939 - March 26, 2011 - Memorial ser-
vices for William Groomer will be held Monday, April 4, 2011 at 2pm at the Peacock 
Family Chapel with Ian Blacker of the First Christian Church officiating.  Per Ralph’s 
request there will be cremation and no visitation.  Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Ralph Groomer Memorial Fund in Care of Peacock Funeral Home.

Law Enforcement 
11P-0906 Criminal Mischief               22:59:08 03/29/11 Shawn Stone     INA
Deputies found a door that appeared to have been pried open at the Wiley School.
With assistance from the Colorado State Patrol and the Lamar Police Department
to include K9. The building was searched and no one was found inside the school.

——————————————————————————–
11P-0899 Theft                          14:44:22 03/29/11 T Weisenhorn    ACT
Detective T Weisenhorn responded to the 42000 Blk of  Cnty Rd 37 on a report of  a
theft. Detective T Weisenhorn found gasoline was taken from a tank and siphoned
from several vehicles. A battery was cut out of  one of  the pickups and missing.
Detective is investigating the incident.

——————————————————————————– 
11L-03509 Wanted Person                  11:28:40 03/28/11 N Losa          CAA
Case#: 11L-03509 Officer: N. Losa Date: Mon Mar 28, 2011 MEDIA RELEASE: Offi-
cers responded to the 1900 block of  South 11th Street to contact a juvenile.  The juvenile 
was arrested for a warrant out of  Prowers District Court.  Juvenile was transferred to 
P.Y.C.

——————————————————————————–
11L-03510 Controlled Substance Problem   12:54:33 03/28/11 D Gonzales      CCI
Case#:  11L-03510   Officer:  D. Gonzales    Date:  03-28-11
MEDIA RELEASE:  Officers were contacted in reference to narcotics leaving town in 
a red car.  Officers stopped the vehicle in the 700 Blk N. Main St. Both occupants were 
cited for possession of  marijuana under 1 OZ, and possession of  drug paraphernalia.

See the full report online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

Receive Breaking News Stories... 

Developing news stories for Prowers County will 
be emailed to you through THE JOURNAL ALERT.  
Sign up to receive news stories as they happen at 

theprowersjournal@gmail.com. 
Stay informed!! 

Keep abreast with leading news stories!!

February 2011 Unemployment Figures for Colorado
     The State Labor and Employment Board released the most recent numbers for em-
ployment in Colorado. As of February, Colorado had 2,670,939 eligible workers with 
259,400 unemployed. That number rose for last month to 263,646 for January and was 
lower last February at this time with 253,381 for February, 2010.The percentages for 
counties in southeast Colorado are listed:
           Feb. 2011          Jan. 2011          Feb. 2010
 Baca  5.0  5.5  4.7
 Bent  9.9  10.7  8.9
 Kiowa  5.6  6.4  6.5
 Kit Carson 6.2  6.3  6.5 
 Las Animas 10.5  10.4  10.5
 Crowley  12.3  13.5  10.5
 Otero  10.6  10.9  9.2
 Prowers  7.7  8.3  7.1  
San Juan and Dolores counties had unemployment rates of 19.9 and 19% respectively, 
with a workforce of fewer than 900 persons in each county. Saguache had an unemploy-
ment rate of 13.9 and Montrose and Huerfano posted unemployment rates at 13%.

Flippin’ Flapjacks, 
Serving Sausage

     Twenty DECA students from Lamar High 
School were busy this past Thursday evening, 
March 24, cooking and serving an all-you-
can eat pancakes and sausages meal. DECA 
advisor, Janell Martin, said the event at the 
Lamar Senior Center was part of an annual 
community service program performed by 
members of DECA. Students also collected 
donations from local merchants to use for the 
Bingo portion of the evening, along with the 
free meal.
     Although the school year is beginning 
to wind down, Martin said DECA is keep-
ing busy with a Bingo night planned for the 
Lamar Elks. On the academic side, members 
will combine business with pleasure on April 
13 in Colorado Springs. The Sky Sox baseball 
team is hosting a DECA day and students in 
the marketing program will learn how sports 
and marketing function together. Martin 
added that three students will travel with her 
to Orlando, Florida, April 30 to May 5 for 
the annual National DECA conference for 
International Career Development.

     Lira of Lamar Elected State DECA 
President - Susie Lira will be the Colorado 
DECA State President for 2011-2012. It has 
been over 20 years since the State President 
has been from Lamar. She is the only student/
DECA member from Lamar elected to a state 
office for next year.

PCDI Elects New Officers, 
Views Holly Tornado Anniversary DVD

 
     Anne Marie Crampton stepped down as PCDI president Tuesday, March 29, as board 
members voted for Cathy Buxton as incoming president, Michael Bryant as vice-presi-
dent, and Lawrence Brase as secretary/treasurer.
     Board member Marsha Willhite presented a brief DVD showcasing the transition from 
devastation to community restoration.  Willhite, Holly town administrator, reminded the 
board the 4th anniversary of the Holly tornado was March 28.  She said the town’s website 
should be able to broadcast the DVD in the near future. The video offers a number of 
before and after photographs, depicting how brand new homes and buildings were reno-
vated from the destruction caused by the tornado.
     Lisa Nolder, PCDI director, recommended a caretaker for the Washington Street prop-
erty, the former Big R warehouse.  $20,374.47 has been budgeted for insurance, market-
ing, maintenance and utilities for the building.  Some alteration of the property is needed 
to alleviate drainage issues.  The 3.2 acre property is being developed as a potential factory 
site for one or several businesses interested in locating in Lamar.  Future discussions will 
broach how the property could be incorporated into the Urban Revitalization Project.
     Board members voted to approve funding for Nolder to attend the annual AWEA 
conference in Anaheim, CA.  The wind energy trade show highlights manufacturing busi-
ness developments which range from large turbine oriented companies such as Vestas, to 
those that supply the nuts and bolts of the mechanisms.  Nolder said last year, the Lamar 
representatives were oriented to transmission line development and financing.  This year’s 
venture will seek supply manufacturers to the turbine industry.  Nolder added, “nacelles, 
towers and blades comprise only 13% of a single turbine.  We’re going to make contact 
with manufacturers that build the other 87% of the parts needed to construct and main-
tain a turbine.”


