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Get a new
lease on
renters
insurance.
Just pennies a day.
Did you know your landlord's insurance only covers the building?
Protect your stuff. There's no reason to take a chance.

Anna M Carere, Agent
701 S. Main St
Lamar, CO 81052
Bus: 719-336-5212
anna.carere.st2f@statefarm.com
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Stock Announces Retirement to Lamar City Council

Invest in YOU
Make an investment in your future
by sharpening your skills or earning
your degree. Find scholarship
opportunities at www.lamarcc.edu/
scholarships.

Lamar city administrator Ron Stock informed the city council this past Monday, he
would step down from office after the council finds his successor. Stock, in prepared
remarks, said his last day would be July 8, but the status, “could change” depending on
how quickly or late the council hires that individual. In the press release Stock added, “he
appreciated the support of the Council, the Community and especially his family.” (Full
Stock Press Release available online at: www.theprowersjournal.com
The council approved advertising the open position and set April 29 as the closing
date for accepting applications, with the hiring expected to be completed by the middle
of June.
In other council news, two police officers were sworn in by Mayor Roger Stagner, FTO
Dean Gonzales and Reserve Officer Justin Imnan.
Pat Mason, Public Works Director explained how crowded the spring calendar has
become for a semi-annual city clean-up day, and the council will consider a date for this
fall.
Administrator Stock has been in touch with the Department of Labor and Employment
regarding a new five year rent contract for the Lamar Workforce Center on East Olive
Street. Negotiations are continuing on a downsized rental agreement.
Action 22 has set March 29 for a two part, community improvement workshop at the
Trustees Building at LCC, from 8:30am to 4pm.
The council voted for the re-appointments of Ms Jane Felter and Ms Janell Martin to
three year terms on the Lamar Tree Board.
Doug Montgomery, city water and wastewater director informed the board that of
three bids received for the sub-lease of 300 Lamar Canal Shares, Grasmick Incorporated
was the high bidder at $16.50 per acre foot. The water can be used for either irrigation
or non LAWMA augmentation purposes. The council voted to approve Fire Suppression
service contracts with SimplexGrinnell for $3,841/yr for five years for the Lamar Library
and Senior Center.
The council adjourned into executive session to meet with members of the Prosperity
Lane water board to discuss options for solving current water and sewer line problems.

Welcome to the Prowers Journal
This free weekly newsletter and website
focuses on current events in Prowers County.
The Prowers Journal is available at various
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www.theprowersjournal.com.

The Prowers Journal, published
by Robinson Printing, Inc. in Lamar.
Call today at 336-9095.

Lamar Redevelopment Authority

The council voted to authorize an agreement between the Lamar Redevelopment Authority and the Prowers County Hospital District which authorizes the financing of the
Urban Renewal Project with TIF Financing (Tax Increment Funding). The authority
will deposit into a Hospital TIF account, that portion of the TIF revenue equal to 100%
of the net increase in property tax revenues received by the Authority from the Hospital’s
levy on taxable property in the Urban Renewal Area. The deposits will be made monthly
whenever funds have been generated on taxable property in the URA.

Granada Council Reviews Maintenance Updates
The backhoe used at the Granada dump is leaking hydraulic fluid and will be repaired
as quickly as possible. Bob Cook informed the council there’s no need to purchase traffic cones, as he was recently given 20 used ones. Because of insurance coverage, weed
spraying will be done from the back of a city pickup truck instead of a four-wheeler once
adjustments are made to mount a battery to power the sprayer. Cook said the hydrants
are being flushed for spring and he’ll conduct some clean-up work around his shop. The
council directed Cook to take down the rest of the holiday decorations and to price a
durable power washer for the city.
Dan Tate, director of SECED gave the council an overview of the workings of the
agency which helps finance business projects in five counties in southeast Colorado. Tate
provided statistics for economic investment in Granada: In 2009, $2,100.000 in investment capital was provided, of which $1,600,000 qualified, translating to $51,000 generated in tax credits. In 2010, $1,100,000 was invested with $652,000 qualified, resulting
in $19,500 tax credits.
The council determined that Granada resident Wanda Schibblehut will not need to
apply for a building permit for a fence/pen she is constructing on her property.
Discussion also included the status of a GoCO Empire grant, and the need to revamp
ordinances dealing with Trustee absences and residents shutting off utilities during an
emergency situation at their property. The council also approved a needed $41 annual
insurance premium increase for city employees. The consent agenda was also approved.
Additional details of the Granada Town Council meeting are available online at:
www.theprowersjournal.com
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Economic “Bottom-Up” Meetings Scheduled
PCDI, Prowers County Development Incorporated and the county commissioners are
hosting a series of county economic development summary meetings this month.
Prowers county residents are welcome to attend the sessions and provide input for
a statewide economic development plan. The object is to identify five economic development goals and strategies for each county, using information gathered at the strategy
sessions for an online survey. Residents need not attend the meetings to fill out the form
which consists of about a dozen questions.

Meetings are set for:

Monday, March 21 		
7pm Lamar Cultural Events Center
Tuesday, March 22		
7pm Holly Senior Center
Wednesday, March 23		
7pm Granada Community Center
Thursday, March 24		
7pm Wiley Community Center
Some basic goals already expressed for Prowers county include: Development of a transmission grid for all forms of energy, renewable and non; Attracting job development
enterprises to southeast Colorado; Retain Lamar Community College; Retain water resources in Prowers county for agriculture and other uses; Continue to develop an updated
infrastructure for the communities in the county such as roads, bridges, power producing
outlets and Develop projects to attract visitors interested in Heritage tourism.
Lisa Nolder, PCDI director said the state Office of Economic Development and International Trade will provide her with the results of the county survey. The online survey
must be completed no later than April 1. All four meetings will be attended by Nolder,
various county commissioners and Wilma Trujillo from CSU, Southeast Area Extension
office.

Lawn Fertilization
Tree Injection
Pest/Disease Control
Bare Ground/Weed Control

Professional Tree & Lawn Care

Run Smart

Arkansas Valley Diesel Service, Inc.
Detroit Diesel-Cummins-Caterpillar-Allison-Freightliner/Sterling
6002 Highway 50 & 287 West
Lamar, CO 81052

Trevor La Cost
Delbert Pearson

Phone: 719-336-3241
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Alta Vista Getting Room to Grow
The current spring break at Alta Vista Charter School in Prowers County means a
major push in construction for the expansion and restoration of the building.
Alta Vista Charter School is using BEST funds, approximately $5.9 million, for a
major expansion of the facility, adding a full gym, classrooms, an elevator, cafeteria and
kitchen, library and music area. Jason Hegge of JHL Construction of Denver told The
Prowers Journal the walls and roof of the gym will be up, most of the concrete slabs and
most of the steel framework on another addition will be complete, pending good weather
through the week. Approximately 18,000 square feet will be added, allowing for a maximum 140 students for the K-6 grade charter school.
Alta Vista school administrator Talara Coen said several cranes will be used the week
of March 14 to set up the pre-fab walls of the gym and new addition. Additional funding
allowed the gym to be enlarged to full-size from the original plans. Hegge said he plans
to submit a construction bid to the Holly school system for their renovation plans. Photos
online at: www.theprowersjournal.com

Granada Town Government

Colorado Ag Day Celebrates American Way of Life

Town Clerk.........................734-5411
Police..................................734-5211
Fire......................................734-5211
Bristol Fire..........................734-5311
High School........................734-5492

By John Salazar, Commissioner of Agriculture
Throughout the centuries, the American way of life has stood for freedom, honor,
and integrity.
It’s no surprise that those are the same words I use to describe Colorado’s agricultural
producers. It is through the hard work and dedication of our producers that we are able
to provide safe, abundant, and affordable products for your family and dinner table.
Colorado Ag Day is March 16th and it’s a day to recognize and celebrate the
abundance provided by agriculture. Besides the food it produces, Colorado’s farms and
ranches add value to our lives in many ways.
Our environment benefits from agriculture. Modern technology allows producers to
grow abundant food supplies on fewer acres than ever before. That means we can meet
the food needs of a growing population without having to sacrifice wildlife habitat that
otherwise would go under the plow. (remainder of statement online)
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for LeRoy Wayne Elliott will be held at the Gering, Nebraska United Methodist Church
and Memorial Chapel in Gering, Nebraska. Mr. Gering passed away Monday, March 14,
2011 at Juniper Village in Lamar.
Contributions may be made to the Lamar Area Hospice in care of Peacock Funeral Home
in Lamar. Survivors include his Daughter, Judy Dean Douglass of Lamar.
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LeRoy Wayne Elliott - November 30, 1919 – March 14, 2011 - Services and visitation
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Prowers Sheriff’s Office Reports Phone Scam
Detective Weisenhorn took a report of phone harassment in the Holly area. Reporting party is receiving phone calls from American Law Division, they may also use the
American Law Firm. The caller is telling Reporting Party they need to go to court over
a financial fraud. Detectives contacted the number given to RP and advised them to
stop calling. The company is a scam and trying to collect on Payday Loans that are not
valid or that have never been applied for.
The parties involved had strong foreign accents and would not put the Lawyer they
supposedly represented on the phone. They eventually hung up on the deputy and
upon another call back to the number, it had been disconnected.
Media should urge people that this is a strong arm tactic and if someone should
owe money there would eventually be a form of civil process served prior to a court
date. Residents should know never to send money to anyone based on threats over the
phone. Report any occurrences to law enforcement. The Prowers Sheriff ’s number is
336-8050 and Lamar Police Department is 336-4341.

Lamar Honkers Elect New Officers

GRAB SOME NEWS!
Here are some of the locations
where you will find

The Prowers Journal

Mission Villanueva
Viaero Wireless
Alco
Pizza Hut
Cow Palace Inn
Ranchers Restaurant
McDonalds
JR’s County Store
Ark Valley Diesel
Little Caesar’s
A1 Rental
Holly Town Government
Administrator.............................537-6633
Town Clerk.................................537-6622
Utilities.......................................537-6025
Sheriff.........................................336-8050
Non Emergency..........................537-6526
Fire Department.........................537-6650
Library........................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic..................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center.................537-6555

The Lamar Honkers, a sub group of the Lamar Chamber of Commerce, recently held
elections for new officers. Vincent Gearhart was elected president, Holly Burton, vicepresident, Mary Lou Austin as treasurer and Valerie Baldwin as secretary.
For decades the Honkers have acted as a welcoming and social arm of the Lamar Chamber, issuing informal greetings to new businesses in the Lamar area, and assisting at some
chamber functions. The Honkers are also well known in the area for their mascot, ‘Feathers’, claimed to be the world’s largest goose decoy, measuring almost 30 feet in length and
over 10 feet tall. Feathers has taken part in past events such as the Snow Goose Festival,
Two Shot Goose Hunt and various parades, including the annual state fair.
The Honkers meet every other Wednesday evening at the Eagles Lodge in Lamar.
Eligible members must be either a chamber member or employed by a Lamar Chamber
business. Contact Gearhart for more information at 719-688-7720.

Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the
Lamar Parks and Rec Department. Just like a library, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls,
hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball
nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and
horseshoes. Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Clyde Kennedy of Granada
Honored by National Weather Service
(National Weather Service Press Release)

Clyde Kennedy of Granada, Colorado was honored this past December for fifty-five
years of service tending a National Weather Service Cooperative Network rain gage.
Representatives from the National Weather Service Forecast office in Pueblo presented
him with a Benjamin Franklin Service Award, along with an engraved plaque commemorating Fifty-Five years of service as a Cooperative Observer, and a thank you letter signed
by the Director of the National Weather Service, Dr. John L. Hayes, on February 25th,
2011.
While attending college, he was asked to consider a career with the Weather Bureau
in Cheyenne Wyoming. When Mr. Kennedy began caring for his rain gauge in 1955, his
duties were to mail a recorded chart of the previous week’s precipitation to the Weather
Office in Denver. Each month, Clyde still faithfully removes the punch tape and mails it
to Pueblo, where the data becomes part of the Hourly Precipitation Network database and
the national climatological record.
The long and dedicated service of Clyde Kennedy of Granada, is in the tradition of
such luminaries as Ben Franklin, and is deeply appreciated by the National Weather Service in Pueblo. The hospitality and friendship of Clyde and Marie are also greatly valued
by those who have met them and visited their home and weather station.

Upcoming Events
Thursday March 17 - 7am-Lamar Chamber Board of Directors Meeting - BoCC-County
Courthouse - 5-6:30-pm-Business After Hours-Country Acres RV/Motel Noon-Lamar Rotary-Methodist Church - Saint Patty’s Day
Saturday March 19 - Merrill Brush 9th Annual Youth Wrestling Tournament-LCB
Sunday March 20 - Spring, 2011
Monday March 21 - 6:30pm-Voces Unidas-Eagles Lodge - 7pm-Voices of S.E. Colorado-LCB
Wednesday March 23 - 7pm-Prowers Medical Center Board of Directors
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If you are a non-profit organization, we’d
love to help you publicize your events!
About 3 weeks before your event email us
at: reportertpj@gmail.com
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Feathers Needs a Home
The Honkers are seeking a new
home for Feathers. Contact Vincent
Gearhart at 688-7720 if you can
provide a building large enough to
accommodate the size of the goose,
trailer and assorted equipment.
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