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9th Annual SNOW GOOSE FESTIVAL is Underway

     LAMAR, Colo. - The Ninth Annual High Plains Snow Goose Festival is celebrating 
the arrival of tens of thousands of snow geese and other waterfowl during their migration 
through southeast Colorado.
     The city of Lamar and the Colorado Division of Wildlife will co-host the activities the 
weekend of Feb. 24-27 throughout the city.  The popular festival is a chance to see enor-
mous flocks of snow geese and other waterfowl in addition to a healthy number of eagles.  
The public is invited to attend the registration open house and ‘Taste of Lamar’ event at 
the Shore Arts Center on Main Street on Thursday evening.
     “This festival continues to get bigger and better every year,” said John Koshak, a watch-
able wildlife coordinator with the DOW.  “The word is out that the migration of snow 
geese through southeast Colorado is one of the grand spectacles of bird migration in the 
western United States.” 
     An estimated 55,000 geese and a large assortment of ducks were counted in the four 
counties along the lower Arkansas River last week; primarily at John Martin Reservoir 
and Mid Western Farms.  There are also about 15 bald eagles observed at John Martin 
Reservoir.
     Attendees are offered guided excursions to watch magnificent flocks of snow geese take 
off and land as they come and go between feeding grounds and roosting sites on local 
reservoirs.  “The sight of thousands of geese lifting off the water or circling for a landing 
is an unforgettable experience,” said Koshak.
     The weekend features a wide variety of indoor and outdoor activities beginning with 
several special tours on Friday. Besides the attraction of seeing the geese, other highlights 
include guided nature walks, a craft fair, birds of prey demonstrations, lectures, nature art 
workshop, hunting seminars, opportunities to explore the region’s museums and historic 
sites and a banquet. The Lamar Elks Lodge will be the site of the Saturday evening ban-
quet and the Lamar High School will be the site for most of the displays and seminars.
     Jeffrey Gordon, President of the American Birding Association, will be the Keynote 
Speaker at Saturday evening’s banquet at the Elks Lodge, 28157 US Hwy 287.  Gordon is 
a respected leader in the North American birding community.  He is a widely published 
writer and photographer, and has entertained and educated many as a naturalist and bird 
guide.  
     In addition to a wide variety of birding and nature tours and seminars, this year’s 
festival has added a hands-on archery shoot Friday evening at the DOW on South Main 
Street from 6-8 p.m. and Western music and cowboy poetry at Lamar High School this 
Saturday at 3 p.m. 
     Participants who plan to attend the outdoor tours are urged to dress appropriately and 
bring layered clothing to stay warm and dry.  The weather in southeastern Colorado is 
difficult to predict at this time of year, so it’s best to be prepared for all kinds of condi-
tions.  “We can have sunny days in the mid-60’s or wet weather with some snow,” said 
Linda Groat, a wildlife education specialist. “It’s best to be prepared for everything.  The 
temperatures can change dramatically on the sunrise tours.” 
     Organizers also suggest bringing a camera, binoculars and a bird identification book.  
Groat also said the event has a variety of indoor sessions for those who might not want to 
brave the weather on the outdoor wildlife viewing tours.
     Participants can pre-register or see the complete schedule at www.highplainssnow-
goose.com. To inquire about festival activities, call (719) 336-4370.
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Receivership Status for Cow Palace Inn

     The Cow Palace Inn is getting a new lease on life according to Clyde Deffa, a repre-
sentative of Nationwide Asset Management Group.  Interviewed earlier this month, Deffa 
said the motel went into receivership through the local courts on January 28, 2011.  Zion 
First National Bank in Salt Lake City, Utah is the financial backer, with Valley National 
Bank in Lamar as the group’s local financial liaison.
     Deffa said Deanna Callahan, the current general manager of the Cow Palace Inn, has 
been hired by the financial group to remain in her present position.  He added that, “we’re 
taking the bridle off her as far as the management of the motel is concerned.”  The first 
order of business will be to address any life safety issues found in the motel, and accord-
ing to Deffa, all city and county codes will be adhered to.  The Cow Palace Inn currently 
has from 12 to 15 employees and more are expected as the kitchen, restaurant and lounge 
is brought into full operation and banquet events are increased through the year.  Deffa 
said local vendors have already been contacted regarding supplies, and the motel is seek-
ing employees in several different capacities.  He hopes that most of the vacant business 
offices on the main floor will be filled as well.  At present only two are occupied.   He said 
other priorities include developing a web site to advertise the Cow Palace Motel as well 
as the amenities it offers to travelers through southeast Colorado, and to concentrate on 
developing the motel as a regionally based convention center.
     Deffa expects the foreclosure proceedings to be completed by mid April, and those will 
be conducted at the Prowers County courthouse.  Hospitality Management of California 
has owned the motel for the past decade, and although they may ask for a turn-around 
court ruling, he said it’s not very likely it would be granted.  All bills are now being paid 
through Zion First National Bank.
     Deffa explained that Nationwide Asset Management Group owns a variety of busi-
nesses, office and commercial buildings and motels from coast to coast with their main 
interest in motel management and development including independent and name brand 
motels.
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BREAkING NEWS!
 
The Prowers County Sheriff’s Office as-
sisted the Colorado Department of Cor-
rections Parole Officers with a home 
visit on Parolee Noe Camacho, age 43 of 
Bristol, Colorado. During the home visit, 
a large amount of cocaine and currency 
were located. Sheriff Deputies arrested 
Camacho on the charge of Possession of 
a Schedule II Controlled Substance with 
the Intent to Distribute – Cocaine, and 
transported him to the Prowers County 
Jail. Camacho was held on $50,000.00 
bond and Parole placed a hold on him 
for the new charge. Deputies seized ap-
proximately 13 grams of cocaine and 
$3500.00 in currency. Estimated street 
value of the cocaine was $1000.00.



Law Enforcement
From the Prowers County Sheriffs Office:

11P-0525 Agency Assistance              14:03:25 02/19/11 P Silva         OHS
Deputy Silva assisted the Lamar Police department with a accident in the 600 Blk of 
North Main. Deputy did traffic control while Lamar police department investigated the 
accident.

——————————————————————————–
11P-0526 Theft                          15:25:05 02/19/11 P Silva         ECV
Deputy Silva was dispatched to the 33000 Blk of county road 7 on a report of a gas skip. 
Deputy was told the person left a credit card behind. Upon arrival deputy knew the per-
son and was able to contact the person who came back and paid for the fuel.

——————————————————————————–
11P-0528 DUI                            02:20:32 02/20/11 JE Weisenhorn   CAA
Deputy J Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 19000 blk of Hwy 50 for speeding and 
weaving. Moises Pineda of Syracuse KS was arrested for DUI, DUI Per Se, no drivers 
license, speeding, and weaving. Pineda was held on $10,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
11P-0532 Wanted Person                  09:50:30 02/21/11 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn arrested Travis Lusher in the 30000 Blk of Cnty Rd 19. Lusher 
was arrested on a Prowers County Court warrant for failure to comply. Lusher is being 
held at the Prowers County Jail on $1000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
11P-0533 Traffic Violation              12:57:23 02/21/11 T Weisenhorn    CAA
Detective T Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 700 Blk of W Park St, Holly, on a traf-
fic infraction. Scott McDonald was arrested for driving under restraint, displayed expired 
number plates, and no insurance. McDonald is being held at the Prowers County Jail on 
$1000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
11P-0534 Wanted Person                  13:22:59 02/21/11 T Weisenhorn    OHS
Detective T Weisenhorn arrested Kathy Jo McMillan in the 700 Blk of Sunset Ln, Holly. 
McMillan was arrested on a Lamar Municipal Warrant for failure to appear/comply. Mc-
Millan is being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $300.00 cash only bond. 
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Obituaries
James B. Blankenship - March 10, 1929 - February 8, 2011 - Visitation: From 9am to 
7pm through Friday, February 11.  Viewing on Friday will be from 9am to service time. 
Services: 2pm Friday, February 11, 2011 at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar.  
Internment: Burial will follow services at Fairmount Cemetery in Lamar

Joe P. Jimenez, Jr - June 30, 1934 – February 21, 2011 -Visitation for Joe Jimenez Jr. 
will be held February 23, 2011 from 1-5pm at Peacock Funeral Home in Lamar.  Rosary 
will be held at 9:30am, Thursday, February 24 at St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe Catholic Church and Mass will follow at 10am.  The funeral  will be held at the 
church with burial to follow in Riverside Cemetery. 

Upcoming Events
 
Thursday February 24 - High Plains Community Health Center--*Get Lean Lamar 
Come and join us for weekly weigh-ins, free health coaching, and tips for maintaining 
or reaching a healthy weight, 6pm, 336-0261. Community Building--*Open gym 6am-
9am & 11am-3pm.  *Yoga & Toning 6am & 7pm.  *Parents & Tots, bring your toddler 
to play and socialize with other parents and children 9-11am, 336-2774. Lamar Com-
munity College Wellness Center--*Silver Sneakers 9:30-10:30am, 336-1672. Physical 
Therapy Plus--*Pool hours, 8am-Noon & 1pm-5pm, for more info call 336-4364. Alco-
holics Anonymous--*Held at 105 West Elm Street, 8pm.
 
Friday February 25 - “Lamar Goes Red Day”--*Join us as we wear Red to recognize 
today as Heart Health Day! Community Building--*Open gym 6am-3pm & 6:30pm-
9pm, 336-2774. Lamar Senior Center--*Arthritis-friendly Exercise Class 9am-10am, 
336-4072. Wiley Community Center--*Senior Citizen Exercise Class 8am-9am, 829-
4288. Narcotics Anonymous--*Held at the First Presbyterian Church, 1110 S. 6th 
Street, 7:30pm, 691-9451.

Saturday February 26 - Lamar Community College Wellness Center--*Saturday 
Stroll—Join High Plains Community Health Center staff for a family walk on the indoor 
track or around campus.  Everyone is welcome!  Register at 9:00am for a drawing for a 
$75 gift certificate at J & N Shoes, 336-1672. 

We Want Your News!
If you are a non-profit organization, we’d 
love to help you publicize your events! 
About 3 weeks before your event email us 

at: reportertpj@gmail.com

HERE’S YOUR LOCAL NEWS!

Here are some of the locations 
where you will find

The Prowers Journal
Rancher’s Restaurant 

and Ports to Plains C Store
Cow Palace Inn

Holiday Inn Express
JR’s Country Store

BJ’s
Hickory House Restaurant

McDonalds
Burger King

Tri-County Ford
Pit Stop
PCDI

Drought and Dry in S.E. Colorado

     The U.S. Drought Monitor from the National Weather Service indicates severe drought 
conditions for Kiowa, Bent, Prowers, Otero, Crowley and Pueblo counties.  This is cou-
pled with an increased prairie fire danger concern, based on dry fuel and occasional strong 
winds.  Agriculture has been impacted with CPC and VIC soil moisture calculations 
showed some improvement across the area over February, however much of southeastern 
Colorado still has deficiencies of 30 to 60% of seasonal norms.
 
Annual Precipitation Figures:
     Eads reported 14.76 inches, off 0.67 of normal; Lamar was 10.84, off 4.98 of normal; 
Campo 7S was at 16.18 inches, off 1.03; Walsh1W was 16.76, off 1.19 inches; John 
Martin Dam was 11.65 inches for the year, off 1.82; Las Animas showed an increase at 
14.63 at 1.64 above the norm; La Junta 20S was 12.29, off 2.57 inches; Ordway increased 
at 12.31, 1.00 above the norm and Rocky Ford was at 14.15 for the year, an increase of 
2.28 inches.
     As of February 1st mountain snow pack has decreased though running above average 
overall.  The Arkansas River Basin was measuring 103% of average with storage levels 
at 91%.  The upper Rio Grande Basin dropped to 80% of average with storage levels at 
102% of normal.
     The CPC outlook for March and April indicates that temperatures will most likely be 
above normal with below normal precipitation.

Burger Feed from the Booster Club
     The LCC Runnin’ Lopes Booster Club will host a monthly free burger feed tomorrow, 
February 24th at 6pm at the Lamar Eagles Lodge.   Folks are welcome to come out and 
meet the college’s players and coaches in an informal setting.   Another Feed has been 
planned for March 24th.  The feeds are free, but a donation would be appreciated.
     Booster Club members are finalizing plans for the 3rd Annual Runnin’ Lopes Athlete 
Appreciation Dinner on Thursday, April 21 at 6pm at the Wellness Center Gym.  Contact 
Craig Brooks, LCC athletic director at 336-1674 for more information.

New Photography Club in Lamar
The High Plains Photographers
Meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of

each month at 6:30 p.m. at
Viaero Wireless.

For Young and Old
For Amateur and Professional

Call (719) 688-7720
for more information
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GRAB SOME NEWS!

Here are some of the locations 
where you will find

The Prowers Journal
Taco Johns

Little Caesars
Corner Wine & Liquor

County Courthouse
Dragon Enterprises
SOS Senior Center

Thriftway
Lamar Light and Power
Chamber of Commerce

LCC Wellness Center & Library
The Perk

Daylight Donut

Holly Town Government
Administrator ............................537-6633
Town Clerk ................................537-6622
Utilities ......................................537-6025
Sheriff ........................................336-8050
Non Emergency .........................537-6526
Fire Department ........................537-6650
Library .......................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic .................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center ................537-6555

Granada Town Government 

Town Clerk ........................734-5411

Police .................................734-5211

Fire .....................................734-5211

Bristol Fire .........................734-5311

High School .......................734-5492

Celebrate Lamar Days!!

Lamar will celebrate its 125th an-
niversary May 13-14 and 15th 
with a host of activities, old and 
new.  Contact the Lamar Chamber 
of Commerce for more information 
at 336-4379.

Lamar City Council
Liaison Appointments

Lamar City Council members are selected annually 
to act as a liaison to various Boards and Commis-
sions.  For 2011, the members are:

Mayor Roger Stagner:  Utilities Board, Police 
Department, SECED

Keith Nidey:  Lamar Housing Authority, Tree 
Board

Skip Ruedeman:  Parks & Rec Advisory Board, 
PCDI, Fire Departent

Beverly Haggard:  Library Board, Planning and 
Zoning Commission

P.J. Wilson:  Planning and Zoning, Airport 
Board, Insurance Committee, CML Policy

Jim Larrick:  Water Board, Golf Board

Kirk Crespin:  Senior Center, Prowers Area 
Transit Advisory Board
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