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County Commissioners Meet New High Plains CEO
Eric Niemeyer, the new Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer of High Plains Commu-
nity Health Center, was introduced to the 
Prowers County Commissioners by out-
going CEO Jay Brooke during the com-
missioner’s Tuesday meeting, November 
24th.  Niemeyer, who hails from Casper, 
WY, was hired by the board of directors of 
HPCHC earlier this month and is gaining 
knowledge about the facility while work-
ing alongside Brooke during the transi-
tion.   Brooke leaves at the end of this year, 
ending a 20 career with the Center after 
having been, until this transition, its only 
Chief Executive Officer.  Brooke added 
his thanks for the support the county has 
shown to the Center.  “When we built the 
building in 2001 the county sponsored 
the grant that paid for all the equipment for that building.  The county has always worked 
very closely with us over the years and we really appreciate that,” he said.

The commissioners presented a certificate to Brooke to reflect a recent honor be-
stowed to him for his years of service to community health issues, the Stanley J. Brasher 
Legacy Award  which is presented to people for outstanding work and commitment in the 
field of health.  Commissioner Chairman, Ron Cook, thanked Brooke for the work he 
and the Center has done for local residents for the past two decades.

Niemeyer said he’s excited about the move from Wyoming and is in the process of 
moving his family, his wife and three of his four children to Lamar.  “Our oldest son is 
attending college in Casper and will be staying in Wyoming,” he explained.  Niemeyer 
added that all four of his children are adopted from different birth parents and range in 
ages from 19 down to six for his youngest, his daughter.

He said he has eight years’ experience in the financial aspect of running health centers 
as a CFO for three other health centers.  He also recently finished attaining a law degree.  
He told the commissioners that patients will always be the top priority at the Center, 
adding, “Jay has created and built a wonderful legacy and foundation and I plan to do 
all I can to continue that.”  Commissioner Henry Schnabel said he’d like to see the great 
cooperation among the county’s health care fields continue and perhaps expand.  “That’s 
something that’s been very important to me,” he added.  Niemeyer explained that he in-
tends to send out feelers in the community to see what some of the particular health needs 
are and do the best he can to fulfill them. By Russ Baldwin

New Water Rates Discussed by Lamar Council
The City of Lamar has not raised municipal water rates since 2009, but is con-

sidering an increase in light of the funds that have been spent over the past several 
years upgrading the city’s water delivery infrastructure.  This includes work done on 
water, wastewater and storm-water facilities.  The price tag for debt on the projects is 
$7.5M, as well as an additional $3.8M for well-field pipeline and improvements and 
a near total replacement of all the city’s water meters.  The City of Lamar also plans to 
spend $1.8M on upgrades on the pipelines under Main Street next year, when CDOT 
begins to rebuild Main Street through the town.  Other well field improvements are 
being scheduled, along with replacing the storm-water lift station at the Lamar Canal 
and Main Street, replacing fire hydrants as needed and the annual valve replacements 
in the city’s water distribution system.  The city council discussed an equitable means 
of raising water rates to pay off the debt during a work session held prior to the council 
meeting on November 23rd.

Operating expenses have actually declined over the past several years, while water 
quality has improved due to the construction projects.  The tight budget is attributable 
to bond and loan payments of $621,506 for next year as well as interest on the loans 
for a total of $909,415.  City Administrator, John Sutherland, discussed several options 
for rate increases with the council based on usage of 500 cubic feet of water per month.  
The current rate is $0.0144 per cubic foot and all residents are assessed a monthly base 
charge of $11.05 and a facility investment fee of $6.50 per month.  The concept of a 
sliding scale of fee increases, based on water usage, appeared to be the best option and 
the council will hold another work session to approximate the revenues generated from 
various proposed fee levels.  They will also work out a similar rate increase for com-
mercial customers.

Right now, Lamar has one of the lowest rate fee scales among several comparable cit-
ies for population.  Lamar is charging a basic fee of $29.60 per month on a ¾ inch meter 
based on $0.02 per cubic foot which translates to 3,740 gallons for 500 cubic feet as a 
base charge.  By comparison, Cortez charges $36.10, La Junta users pay $49.82, Craig is 
at $43.70 and Sterling pays $67.43.

On a separate utility matter, the city council was informed that city auditors have rec-
ommended that uncollectible accounts be written off to the uncollectible reserve account.  
As of this month, Lamar Light and Power has $49,997.21 in delinquent accounts and 
they are capped at $50,000 for each year; the Water Department lists $19,412.15 and the 
Sanitation Department has $11,237.70 for a total of $80,647.06.  Delinquent accounts 
have almost tripled from 2013 to 2014 for the Water and Sewer Fund and have doubled 
in that same period for the Sanitation Fund.

On the calendar, Administrator Sutherland reminded the council city offices will 
be closed Thursdays and Fridays for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The annual Parade 
of Lights is set for Friday, December 4th followed by the Candy Cane Festival for 
participating merchants on the 5th of the month.  The council has scheduled a work 
session for Monday, December 7th. By Russ Baldwin
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Lamar Healthy Places Launches #wildlamar Campaign
We have started a #wildlamar campaign. We want YOU to get involved. What does 

nature mean to you? What do you like doing in the great outdoors? What INSPIRES you to 
go outdoors? Post on Lamar Healthy Places Facebook page pictures, poems, drawings, craft, 
etc. of an adventure you had outdoors, animals, sunsets or anything in the great outdoors! 
First 100 to post will win a PRIZE! Make sure you use #wildlamar in your post!
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Stock Up for the Weekend - Use the Drive Thru Window
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PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP

CLINIC HOURS
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Monday – Thursday
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(Walk-Ins Welcome 7:00 am – 8:30 am &

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm)

Friday
7:00 am – 12:00 Noon & 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
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Saturday
8:00 am to 12:00 Noon

Walk-Ins Only

Call 719.336.6767
to schedule an appointment

Front Desk Personnel are available during the
lunch hour (12:00 Noon – 1:00 pm) to provide assistance.

MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

CHOICE – CONVENIENCE – COMFORT OF HOME!

www.prowersmedical.com

Lamar Manor
Is now taking applications for 

1 bedroom apartments
2208 Memorial Drive

For Seniors, Disabled and Handicap Persons
Subsidized by Rural Development according 

to income.

719-336-4274
Hearing Impaired

1-800-659-2656

This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider, and employer.

Normandy Gardens
400 East College Rd.

Lamar, CO 81052
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Town Home Family Units
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Obituaries
A.C. McPherson - July 13, 1923 – November 24, 2015 - A Celebration of Life for for-
mer Lamar resident and current Ulysses, Kansas resident A. C. “Red” McPherson will be 
held at 11:00 AM, Saturday, December 5, 2015 at Lamar Missionary Baptist Church with 
Pastor Lance Halford officiating. Interment will follow at Fairmount Cemetery.   Visita-
tion will be held on Friday, December 4, 2015 from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM at the funeral 
home.  Arrangements are under the direction of the Peacock Funeral Home.
  
Vernon Edgel Norvell - May 28, 1926 – November 25, 2015 - Funeral services for 
Lamar, Colorado resident, Vernon Novell were held Sunday, November, 29, 2015 at the 
United Methodist Church in Lamar, Colorado.  A graveside service was held Tuesday, 
December 1, 2015 at Memorial Gardens in Colorado Springs.  For more information or 
to leave online condolences, please visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.
 
Bonifacio Reyes - May 14, 1928 – November 28, 2015 - A Funeral Mass for Lamar 
resident Bonifacio Reyes was held Wednesday, December 2, 2015, 2015 with Reverend 
Nariusz Wirkowski as celebrant. Interment followed at Riverside Cemetery.  Arrange-
ments were under the direction of the Peacock Funeral Home.

Judith Ann Wallace - December 2, 1948 – November 30, 2015 - Mass of Christian 
Burial for long time Las Animas, Colorado resident, Judith Ann Wallace will be held at 
10:30 am Thursday, December 3, 2015 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Las Animas, 
Colorado with Father Raymond Grimes officiating.  Internment will take place at 2:30 
pm in the Maxey Cemetery with Pastor Ernie Felzien officiating.  For more information 
or to leave online condolences, please visit www.horberfuneralchapel.com.
 
Cynthia Rodriquez - August 19, 1960 – November 25, 2015 - A Memorial Mass 
for Cynthia Danette Rodriquez was held Wednesday, December 2, 2015 at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Las Animas, Colorado. A rosary/scripture service was also held at 
the church.  Inurnment will take place at a later date.  For more information, or to leave 
online condolences, please visit www.horberfuneralchapel.com.

Lamar Utility Board Reviews Recent Outages, 
Delinquent Payments

Nine power poles were lost in the November 17th snowstorm that brought drifts 
and power outages to southeast Colorado.  Lamar Light Plant Superintendent, Houssin 
Hourieh, told the board that strong winds out of the north affected the east-west run of 
power lines with accumulated icing.  “It caused some of the protection devices to operate 
and in some cases, our power poles and conductors failed,” he stated.  He said work crews 
were out in the storm for a number of hours restoring power to customers.

The utility board voted to approve the 2016 budget for the light plant during 
their November 24th meeting, in advance of the December 1st deadline as mandated 
by the city charter.  Hourieh presented the preliminary budget to the Lamar City 
Council in October.  As part of their annual housekeeping process, the board ap-
proved the write off of delinquent accounts for the year, just a few dollars shy of the 
$50,000 allowed in the budget.

The non-collectible accounts for 2014 were $49,997.21 or 0.37% of revenues 
for the year.  Light Plant accountant, Lisa Denman and Linda Williams, Lamar City 
Clerk, explained that these accounts are presented to a collection agency which at-
tempts to retrieve the funds on a fifty-fifty split with the city.  “If we can get a pay-
ment within 90 days, we get the full amount,” Denman explained.  Williams said the 
city started a new policy about six months ago to curtail some customers who try to 
‘work’ the system when their power is shut off due to lack of payment.  “We’re ask-
ing landlords to list names of people renting a house,” she said.  This way the city 
can help determine if a different family member is applying as a customer for utili-
ties once they’ve been shut off under a prior name.  The board noted that another 
$30,000 was also written off in delinquent accounts for trash collections and water 
service.  Over the past decade, the city and light plant lose close to a half a million 
dollars in unpaid debts.

The monthly financial report for October showed total operating revenue for the 
month as $1,218,324 with operating costs at $783,387 for a gross profit of $434,937.  
When the non-operating revenues and expenses are considered, there is a monthly net 
income of $259,120.  Operating revenues for the year are $11,739,135.  When the 
non-operating revenues and expense are considered there is a net profit of $767,936 
year to date.  These figures reflect a 2% gain in revenues for retail sales, comparing 
October 2015 to 2014.  The final utility board meeting of the year is set for Decem-
ber 15. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 3 - Two Shot Goose Hunt through Dec. 5 
Friday, December 4 -  Lamar Chamber Parade of Lights, 6pm, “A Tumbleweed 
Country Christmas” • Lamar Area Hospice Windmill Lighting Memorial Event
Saturday, December 5 - Lamar Merchants Candy Cane Festival, Downtown Lamar • 
Art/Artifacts Craft Day at Big Timbers Museum, 1-4pm 
Sunday, December 6 - Zonta Club Holiday Home Tour from 1 to 4pm
Monday, December 7 - Free Legal Clinic at Lamar Library, 3-6pm • Lamar Siren Test 
at Noon, First Monday of the Month
Tuesday, December 8 - Prowers County Commodities’ Distribution, 8am - Board 
of County Commissioners Meeting, Courthouse, 10am • Lamar High School Winter 
Concert, 7pm
Wednesday, December 9 - Granada Trustees Meeting, 6:30pm

Bent-Prowers Cattle & Horse Growers Association 
Review Beef Roundtable Discussion

Bent-Prowers Cattle & Horse Growers Association board recently received an update 
on “Sustainable Beef” and finalized plans for upcoming events.

Steve Wooten, a Kim rancher and U.S. Roundtable of Sustainable Beef board mem-
ber, gave an update on the framework being built in a unique program. His Nov. 5 
comments at the La Junta golf club’s Rattlesnake Grill, focused on the roundtable being 
pro-active in helping define the term “sustainable” – a buzz word that currently lacks clas-
sification and parameters. “We’re trying to specifically define the term to benefit the whole 
beef industry from pasture to plate. We’re striving for something that unifies across the 
beef community,” he said. “It is uncharted ground.”

The beef roundtable, a first in U.S. agriculture, is still in its infancy and launching 
science-based research. Wooten said all facets are gathering data to help fairly outline sus-
tainability in terms that the consumer will understand.

In addition to the update, the cattlemen board finalized plans for its next event on 
Dec. 17. A Christmas pot luck is open to members, as well as ranchers and agribusinesses 
in Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, and Prowers counties. It will be Thursday night, Dec. 17 
at the Elk’s Club in Lamar.

Other upcoming events on the cattlemen’s schedule include a Jan. 9 board meeting, 
which will feature a speaker on upcoming changes in state land board regulations; and a 
booth at the Feb. 11 Farm/Ranch/Water Symposium.



Veterans Benefit from 
Online Info 

Use www.myhealth.va.gov and 
go online at this new Veteran 
Health Portal and discover 
what benefits the VA can of-
fer you and your family.  My 
HealtheVet is a Gateway to 
Optimal Health for Vets.  Call 
your local VA representative in 
Prowers County, Jeremy Miller, 
at 719-336-2606.

Prowers County 
Commodity Distribution 

Distribution takes place the 
second Tuesday of each month 
at 8am at these locations:  La-
mar Senior Center, Granada 
Senior Center, Bristol City 
Complex, Hartman Annex, 
Holly at 200 South 3rd Street 
and Wiley Community Cen-
ter.  A picture ID is required to 
receive commodities.

LCC Fitness Center
Regular Hours

Monday - Thursday
5am to 7pm

Friday
5am to 6pm

Saturday
8am to 11am

Sunday
Closed

Lost A Dog? 
The Lamar Animal Shelter 

now posts lost pet pictures on 
their Facebook page.  Look to see 
if your pet has been turned in to 
the Lamar Shelter.  The Facebook 
page name is Lamar Shelter.

Volunteers who can donate 
some time to the care of the shel-
ter animals are appreciated. Con-
tact Stephanie Spitz, Shelter Man-
ager at: 719-336-8769.

Community Continued on Back...

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - December 2, 2015

Prowers Journal
The

the FIRST MONDAY of each month at the La-
mar Public Library at 102 E. Parmenter St., Lamar, 
CO  81052.    By computer link, volunteer attorneys 
will answer questions, help fill out forms, and ex-
plain the process and procedure for all areas of civil 
litigation, including family law, property law, pro-
bate law, collections, appeals, landlord-tenant law, 
small claims, veterans issues, and civil protection 
orders.   Walk-ins are welcome, and everyone will be 
helped on a first-come, first-served basis. Upcoming 
date is December 7, 2015.

Christmas Tree Lighting  Ceremony
Come and celebrate Lamar’s 1st annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting  Ceremony on Friday December 4th at Living 
Covenant Fellowship at 110 W. Lee  Ave., Lamar, CO. 
Featuring: Music, Hot Drinks, goodies, and a 20 foot 
Rockefeller Tree. Sponsored by: Michael Beard & hosted 
by: Living Covenant Fellowship.

Hot Chocolate & Cookies
Bison Title will be serving Hot Chocolate and 

Cookies for the Parade of Lights, at 121 South Main 
this Friday.

Christmas Get Together
The Lamar Colorado Chapter of Act! for America will 
be having a Christmas “Get Together” on Monday, 
December 7th at 6pm at the Community Building, in 
the Multi-Purpose  room. Visitors are welcome. Please 
see www.actforamerica.org

5 Loaves Pantry Holiday 
Distribution Schedule

The 5 Loaves Pantry Holiday Distribution Schedule 
will be the following Wednesdays: December 16th from 
4:30pm-5:30 pm. In January they will return to the 2nd 
& 4th Wednesday’s from 4:30pm to 5:30pm.

For Rent

2 Bedroom 1 Bath Trailer
For Rent north of Lamar, Clean 2 bedroom, 1 bath trail-
er. Partially furnished. $450.00 a month plus utilities. 
$300.00 deposit. References. Horse stall available. 336-
9476 - 691-1749

Yard Sale
Huge Sale 
6245 CRUU Lamar - December 4th, 5th & 6th. 9am to 
5pm - 2013 Boat, hunting gear, garage full of tools, all 
kitchen & household items, Christmas lights, electronic 
decorations and much more.

Help Wanted
Secretary/Office Manager

Church secretary-office manager.  Computer skills, 
knowledge of office practices and public relations skills 
are requirements.  Please send resume to:  Church Sec-
retary, P.O. Box 929, Lamar, CO  81052.  Deadline for 
application is December 15, 2015

Residential Manager
SDS is seeking a dynamic, team oriented professional 
for the position of Residential Manager. Full time, 4 day 
work week, great benefits!  Requirements include mana-
gerial experience, clean driving record, drug testing and 
background check. Experience in the I/DD field would 
be a plus!  Internal training provided. EOE

Free Legal Clinic at Your Lamar 
Public Library 

A free legal clinic for parties who have no at-
torney, will be featured from 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM on 

NOW HIRING
Maxim Healthcare would like 
to hire RN’s LPN’s and CNA’s 
for Home Healthcare in Lamar 
and surrounding area. - Please 
Contact: Kristy Kimsey, Greg 
Lovato, or David Snyder at:

Maxim Healthcare
317 West 3rd Suite 100

La Junta ,CO
Phone 719-383-0990

or 866-847-1532

Community Bulletin Board

Christmas Open House 
at

 Little House 
Mercantile, LLC
Saturday, December 

5th from 10am to 5pm
Lots of sales, drawings 

and refreshments
602 Main Street in Wiley

719-688-1392



Banking in the
palm of your
hand

...keeping your privacy and
security is our top priority!

FRONTIER BANK
200 S. Main – Lamar, Colorado
(719) 336-4351

Enjoy safe and
convenient account
access directly from
your mobile phone

Available to any Frontier Internet 
Banking Account Holder

Download your Mobile App today
or call us with any questions!

MEMBER FDIC

Birth Announements
Camacho - Susie Blea and Marcus Camacho of Granada, Colorado announce the birth 

of their daughter Mia Lynn Camacho at Prowers Medical Center on November 24, 2015 at 
8:45am with Dr. Korkis attending.  Mia weighed six pounds and 4.4 ounces and was 18.5 inches 
in length at birth.  Children of the home include Carlos, Luis, Marcus Jr. and Luciane.  Grand-
parents are Maria and Noe Camacho, Linda Fuentes and Pedro Morales.

Acuna/Ramirez - Anakaren Acuna and Jorge Luis Ramirez of Lamar, Colorado announce 
the birth of their son Aaron Ramirez at Prowers Medical Center on November 23, 2015 at 
8:08am with Drs. Korkis and Woodward attending.  Aaron weighed seven pounds and 8.2 ounc-
es and was 20.5 inches in length at birth.  Children of the home include Jorge and Miranda 
Ramirez.  Grandparents are Isabel Miranda and Manuel Gallegos.

Callahan - Erin Steward and Jason Callahan of Springfield, Colorado announce the birth of 
their son, Hunter Gray at Prowers Medical Center on November 29, 2015 at 12:24am.  Hunter 
weighed six pounds and 2 ounces and was 20.5 inches in length at birth.  Children of the home are 
Kaidan Netherton.  Grandparents are Darla Tobey, Kurt Steward and James and Sherry St. Louis.

2016 Redbooks are Now Available
 The ever popular Colorado State University Integrated Resource Management Redbooks 

are now available at the Prowers County Extension Office.  Supply is limited and will be available 
on a first come/first serve basis.

These pocket size books contain a wealth of information, but are very popular with livestock 
producers in tracking their herd health, pasture usage, calving dates, etc.  They also contain a 
calendar to keep track of daily activities and important dates.
The books are sponsored by Southeast Area Extension Offices in Baca, Bent, Cheyenne, Crow-
ley, Kiowa, Otero, and Prowers Counties.  To receive your free 2016 Redbook visit the Prowers 
County Extension Office. 

New Website for Prower County
Prowers County is very excited to announce the launch of our newly designed website which 

will be available as of November 2, 2015.
The homepage features bright, colorful pictures of our beautiful Prowers County landscape. The 

site provides up-to-date information for all County Departments and features resources frequently 
used for greater convenience. In addition users who wish to be alerted by e-mail when any page re-
ceives an update may subscribe by simply navigating to the page of interest and clicking “E-notify.”

We hope that you find the website user-friendly, and that it provides the information you 
need about Prowers County. The site is located at www.prowerscounty.net.

Girls in the Middle Set for Early March 
A date has been set for the 8th annual Girls in the Middle Conference.  All area sixth, sev-

enth, and eighth grade girls are invited to attend Girls in the Middle on Saturday, March 5, at 
Lamar Community College. 

The theme for this year’s conference is “Follow Your Arrow,” encouraging middle school 
girls to follow their dreams and passions when choosing a career path. 

Girls in the Middle aims to introduce middle school girls to a wide range of career opportu-
nities, while encouraging them to work hard now to achieve their career goals later in life.  Career 
sessions include demonstrations and hands-on activities related to that particular field.  Most 
sessions focus on working in fields related to science, technology, engineering, and math.

Last year 60 girls from 9 schools in southeastern Colorado attended the conference.
For more information on the Girls in the Middle Conference, contact Jenna Davis 

at 719.336.1589 or visit www.lamarcc.edu/girls-in-the-middle.  Registration for the conference 
will open early 2016.  There is a $5 fee for the conference that includes lunch and a t-shirt.

Healthy Places Huddle
Join Us Wednesday, December 2nd for our first HEALTHY PLACES HUDDLE. It will be 

from 11:45am to 1:15pm at the Healthy Places Storefront. Healthy Places Huddle is an infor-
mal, come and go time to share what is going on in your world, the community and to get con-
nected. Healthy Places Huddle will be the first Wednesday of every month starting in December. 
A YUMMY lunch will be provided as we connect and network together!
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coloeast.com

We invite you 
to our annual 
Open House 
during the 

Parade Of Lights
December 4th

Refreshments will be served 
during the Open House from

 5:30 PM until the parade is over 

Canyons & Plains to Hold Regional
Meeting in Lamar Colorado

Canyons & Plains of Southeast Colorado will hold its regional meet-
ing at Brew Unto Others,  119 South Main Street,  Lamar, CO on Thurs-
day, December 3, 2015, 10 a.m. to 11 am.  The topic of the meeting will 
be “Healthy Places” presented by Emily Nieschburg   

Emily holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Health and Exercise 
Science and Master of Science in Human Nutrition from Colorado State 
University.  After obtaining her degrees, Emily worked for Colorado State 
University developing and implementing a nutrition education curricu-
lum targeting the prevention of childhood obesity. Her love of teaching 
also took her to Poudre Valley Hospital in Fort Collins, Colorado where 
she practiced as a dietitian and certified diabetes educator. In 2008, Emily 
returned to her hometown of Lamar, Colorado to join High Plains Com-
munity Health Center and LiveWell Prowers County to bring organiza-
tions and partners together to tackle high rates of obesity and chronic 
disease in this rural Colorado community. In 2013, Emily led the Lamar 
effort to become one of three communities in the state of Colorado to 
be a Healthy Places community. Community members have embraced 
the Healthy Places initiative and are rolling up their sleeves to transform 
Lamar, Colorado into an active, vibrant community.

Following the meeting, attendees are invited to have lunch together 
at Brew Unto Others, at their own expense.

Canyons & Plains (formerly known as Southeast Regional Heritage 
Task Force) is a heritage tourism development organization.  Formed in 
2003, C&P serves seven counties – Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero, 
Prowers and eastern Las Animas.  The non-profit group promotes visita-
tion  and stewardship of the unique historical, natural and cultural assets 
of southeastern Colorado among residents, state, national and interna-
tional audiences.  Since its formation, C&P has garnered over $1 million 
in funding for projects in this area.

New Partnership Provides Additional Options 
to LCC Students

Antioch University and CCCS Partner to Provide Seamless 
Pathway to Higher Education

(Yellow Springs, Ohio)  Antioch University and the Colorado Com-
munity College System (CCCS) have partnered to offer Colorado stu-
dents a new way to continue their education and earn bachelors degrees 
through an articulation agreement between the two institutions. Students 
who earn an associates degree through one of Colorado Community Col-
lege System’s 13 campuses, including Lamar Community College, may 
seamlessly transfer credits and coursework to Antioch University Con-
nected (AU Connected), making higher education more affordable and 
attainable via online instruction for working adults pursuing additional 
educational and career opportunities.

“This agreement is a creative and unique opportunity for students in 
Colorado who want to continue their education and are attracted to the 
unique values Antioch University – as an accredited nonprofit institution 
with a national reach – brings to our coursework and online degree pro-
grams,” said Felice Nudelman, chancellor of Antioch University. “By cre-
ating a pathway that makes completing a bachelor’s degree affordable and 
attainable, we’re helping students achieve their educational goals while 
championing the University’s commitment to diversity, social justice and 
career advancement,” she said.

AU Connected will accept all Colorado Community College System 
credits earned with the grade of “C” or better as part of an Associate of 
Arts, Associate of Science, Associate of Applied Science, or Associate of 
General Studies degree toward the fulfillment of any of AU Connected’s 
bachelor’s degrees. To make the pathway to a bachelor’s degree even more 
seamless, the AU Connected will pre-qualify students who have complet-
ed 30 semester credits with a grade of “C” or better.  Upon completion 
of their associate’s degree, students receive full admission status without 
having to complete another application process.

“Our system has strategically committed itself to forging transfor-
mational partnerships that will remove the barriers to all levels of higher 
education,” says CCCS President Nancy J. McCallin, Ph.D. “Efforts to 
increase access to higher education must provide students the ability to fit 
their education into their busy lives; this agreement does just that.”

The Colorado Community College System serves more than 
150,000 students and includes the following institutions, which are pub-

lic, two-year colleges accredited by the Higher Learning Commission 
offering academic certificates and associate’s degrees: Arapahoe Com-
munity College; Colorado Northwestern Community College; Com-
munity College of Aurora; Community College of Denver; Front Range 
Community College; Lamar Community College; Morgan Community 
College; Northeastern Junior College; Otero Junior College; Pikes Peak 
Community College; Pueblo Community College; Red Rocks Commu-
nity College; and Trinidad State Junior College. To learn more about the 
Colorado Community College System’s associate’s degree programs, visit 
go.cccs.edu.

Antioch University, also accredited by the Higher Learning Com-
mission, is based in Yellow Springs, Ohio, and offers 100% online bach-
elor’s degree completion programs to adult learners across the country 
and around the world through AU Connected. To learn more about AU 
Connected, please visit online.antioch.edu.

About Antioch University - Antioch University, an accredited, non-
profit university and a bold and enduring source of innovation in higher 
education that serves adult students around the world, online and from 
its five campuses in four states in addition to its University-wide interna-
tional and doctoral programs. The University lives by its mission every 
day by helping students realize their potential and achieve their educa-
tional goals through rigorous and responsive learning environment. Anti-
och University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission. Learn 
more at antioch.edu.

About the Colorado Community College System - The Colorado 
Community College System (CCCS) comprises the state’s largest system 
of higher education, with 13 colleges across Colorado serving more than 
151,000 students annually. It oversees career and academic programs in 
the 13 state community colleges and career and technical programs in 
more than 160 school districts and 6 other post-secondary institutions. 
CCCS is a vital statewide pathway to individual achievement and eco-
nomic vitality. Further, CCCS institutions provide an accessible, respon-
sive learning environment that facilitates the achievement of educational, 
professional and personal goals by our students and other members of our 
communities, and each fosters an atmosphere that embraces academic 
excellence, diversity and innovation.  For more information visit www.
cccs.edu or follow CCCS on Twitter @goCCCS.



Four LCC Baseball Players Sign Early
Letters of Intent

 Four sophomores from the Lamar Community College Baseball 
team signed national letters of intent to play NCAA Division I & II 
baseball on Wednesday, Nov. 11th. LCC Head Baseball Coach Scott 
Crampton announced that pitcher Joe Rosenstein, catcher Jacob Giron, 
catcher Ambrose Romero, and infielder Donny Ortiz all signed to four-
year institutions.

Joe Rosenstein, a 6’6”, 215 pound pitcher from Arvada West 
High School (Arvada, CO) signed with Washington State University. 
Joe spent his freshman year pitching for the Seina College Saints in 
Loudonville, NY, where he logged 11 innings and finished with a 
3.27 ERA.  Last season Washington State University finished 24-30 
overall and 11-14 in the Pac-12.  2015-16 school year brought about 
a coaching change at WSU and Marty Lees is currently the new WSU 
head coach. 

Jacob Giron, a 6’2”, 200 pound catcher from Standley Lake High 
School (Westminster, CO) signed with the University of Arkansas Pine 
Bluff after batting .355 with 8 RBIs and 2 home runs as a freshman.  
UAPB finished 25-16 and 17-6 in the SWAC Conference in 2015.  
UAPB has won the last two Western Division Championships. 

Ambrose Romero, a 5’8”, 195 pound catcher from Eldorado High 
School (Albuquerque, NM) signed with Colorado State University Pueb-
lo.  Ambrose batted .377 with 11 RBIs and 26 hits as a freshman.  CSUP 
finished 41-16 overall and 28-10 in the RMAC in 2015.  

Donny Ortiz, a 5’8” 175 pound infielder from Columbine High 
School (Littleton, CO) signed after batting .291 with 27 RBIs and 5 home 
runs as a freshman.  MSU finished 28-22 overall and 21-14 in the RMAC 
in 2015.  Donny will have the privilege to play his home games on the 
beautiful new $12 million MSU athletic complex. With this, Ortiz follows 
in his father’s footsteps once again.  Donny Ortiz, Sr. played at LCC in 
1992-1994 then transferred to Metro State to complete his college career. 

The Runnin’ Lopes are coming off a 43-15 season and an Empire 
Conference Championship where they finished ranked seventeenth in 
the country.  LCC has won the Empire Conference Championship thir-
teen out of the last fifteen years.

Low Turnout for State General Election
Colorado election turnout drops statewide, but increases slightly in 

Jefferson County.
The official voter turnout in Colorado’s 2015 “off year” election was 35.7 

percent, Colorado Secretary of State Wayne Williams announced today.
The Nov. 3 election featured one statewide ballot measure, on mari-

juana taxes, a school board recall in the Jefferson County School District 
and various other races and issues.

The statewide voter registration system shows that of Colorado’s 
3,513,1688 voters, 1,241,055 voted by mail ballot, while another 13,115 
voted in person.

 “The single biggest factor in turnout is the candidates and issues 
that are on the ballot,” Williams said. “That’s why we anticipate a higher 
turnout in 2016, which is a presidential election year.”

The turnout this year is less than in the last coordinated election, 
in 2013, when 46.2 percent of Coloradans voted in the first state-man-
dated mail-ballot election. On the ballot that year was Amendment 
66, a controversial $950 million tax hike for education that was over-
whelmingly defeated.

The statewide measure on this year’s ballot, Proposition BB, passed 
overwhelmingly with voters deciding to spend marijuana taxes on school 
construction and other programs, rather than return the money to grow-
ers and Coloradans.  The measure was put on the ballot by a bi-partisan 
group of lawmakers.

In the Jefferson County School District, voters recalled three “re-
form” board members who were elected in 2013. The turnout in Jeffer-
son County this election was 45.4 percent, compared with Jeffco’s 43.5 
percent in 2013.

 In addition, the election data shows figures for same-day voter reg-
istration by party: Democrat: 170 • Unaffiliated: 159 • Republican: 112 
• Libertarian: 10 • Green Party: 3.

Recycle Ink Cartridges
Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the Lamar Senior Cen-
ter on East Olive Street.  The Lamar Eagles send the cartridges in for reim-
bursement and use the funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.



Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit 
offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 
7:30am to 5pm.  Please 
make reservations 24 hours 
in advance.  Call for your 
ride at 719-336-8034.  Se-
nior Discount Tickets are 
available in the front office 
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Social Security Via Video 
The Social Security Adminis-
tration (SSA) offers a free vid-
eo service office at the Lamar 
Public Library on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of ev-
ery month from 9:30am to 
12pm.  The computer link 
service is available on a first-
come, first-served basis.  Pro-
cessing of applications is han-
dled at the La Junta office.
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The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is mak-
ing an impact in the county.  

Make a business impact with 
your Classified Ad in
The Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Adopt an Athlete from
Lamar Community College 

Here’s a unique way in which to 
welcome a young person into your 
home and the community.  The 
Runnin’ Lopes Booster Club at 
Lamar Community College invites 
you to take part in the annual Adopt 
An Athlete program. 

Although they won’t be living 
with you, you’ll gain an opportu-
nity to interact with assigned ath-
letes one or two times each month 
by inviting them to host homes 
or taking them out to dinner or 
take part in various family activi-
ties.  Families can also attend the 
athlete’s home games at LCC and 
lend their support to the student 
and the college.

If you’d like to take part and 
need more information call 719-
336-1516 or email the Club at-
booster@lamarcc.edu.

Membership applications to the 
Booster Club are also available for busi-
nesses at the same number and email.

Sage Services
Sage is looking for vol-
unteers. They are looking 
for drivers for the Meals 
on Wheels Program and 
lunch room and kitchen 
help for Sage Services in 
Prowers County.  If you 
are interested, please con-
tact Diane Williams at 
336-7115.

Gov. Hickenlooper presents
Colorado’s Water Plan

Gov. John Hickenlooper today was joined by James 
Eklund, Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) 
Director, Dr. John Stulp, Senior Adviser to the Governor, 
CWCB Board members and many members of Colorado’s 
water community to celebrate the completion of Colorado’s 
Water Plan, calling the project a historic step for the state.

The plan is the product of an unprecedented level 
of collaboration and public participation spanning two 
and a half years.

“This is how Colorado works: together, in partner-
ship, to tackle head-on our toughest challenges,” said Hick-
enlooper. “Today we turn a new page on Colorado’s long 
and adversarial history on water. Colorado’s Water Plan 
shows us how we can move forward together to ensure we 
continue to enjoy sufficient supplies for our vibrant cities, 
productive farms and incomparable environment.”

In the spring of 2013, Hickenlooper directed the 
Colorado Water Conservation Board to develop Colo-
rado’s Water Plan, a roadmap that would put the state 
and its eight major river basins on a more collaborative 
and cooperative path to manage our water in the face of 
constrained supplies and growing population.

The Plan reflects grassroots discussions that began 
with the Basin Roundtable process in 2005. Key to the 
plan’s success, too, has been the steady participation and 
counsel of water providers, agricultural organizations, 
environmental groups, the General Assembly, local gov-
ernments and the business community as well as more 
than 30,000 public comments geared specifically to Col-
orado’s Water Plan since 2013.

The completed Plan represents the consensus view 
from this process that Colorado must take a strategic, 
proactive and statewide approach to water or face or risk 
leaving the fate of our water to decisions and actions from 
outside interests, the federal government and other states 
within the Colorado River Basin.

“This is a moment for Coloradans to be proud,” said 
James Eklund, director of the CWCB. “For 150 years water 
has been a source of conflict in our state. More recently, that 
story is changing, and Colorado’s Water Plan – a product of 
literally thousands of meetings and conversations across our 
state – is the best evidence yet for a new way of doing our 
water business. We are talking to one another. We are forg-
ing relationships. Even those who may see water-related 
issues from very different perspectives have worked hard 
to understand other points of view. And that kind of un-
derstanding leads to an environment of civility that helps us 
cooperate in fashioning solutions.”

Colorado’s Water Plan grapples directly with water 
challenges and highlights necessary near-term actions, 
including efforts to conserve and store water, additional 
reuse and recycling of water and providing more options 
to agriculture to avoid permanent dry-up of our valuable 

farm and ranch operations. It also sets out a framework for 
discussion of any future projects that may propose to move 
water between basins.

The final version of the plan, building on comments 
across interests and geography, includes a set of measur-
able objectives that help us move forward and provide a 
sense, statewide, of the goals Colorado should set for ad-
dressing our water challenges.

“Colorado’s Water Plan leaves no mystery as to what 
Colorado’s water challenges are and why we have to ad-
dress them as we grow the next five million people in the 
state,” said Jim Pokrandt, chairman of the Colorado River 
Basin Roundtable. “It is now up to all of us to take this 
information and fashion a balanced approach to meeting 
the water supply gap while protecting current water us-
ers on the Colorado River system, the West Slope’s recre-
ational economy and the environment.”

“We all need to be willing to experiment, try new 
ideas, and even be willing to fail,” said Jim Lochhead, 
CEO/Manager of Denver Water. “The important thing 
is that this is our opportunity to move the state forward 
to chart a path toward water security.”

For more information, please visit http://colorado-
waterplan.com/.

Lamar Division of Vocational Reha-
bilitation inducted into the Lamar 

Chamber of Commerce
The Lamar Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) 

will host the Lamar Chamber of Commerce for a “business to 
business” ribbon cutting. The ribbon cutting marks the Lamar 
DVR induction into the Chamber of Commerce. The event 
will be at the DVR offices; 1006 South Main Street, Lamar, 
CO 81052 on Dec. 8, 2015 at 10 a.m.

This event is an opportunity for the Lamar DVR 
and the Lamar Chamber of Commerce to work in part-
nership toward accomplish DVR’s goal of bridging busi-
ness and ability for people with disabilities in the Lamar 
workforce. David Atkinson, Business Outreach Specialist 
with the Lamar DVR states, “We are looking forward to 
continuing our partnership with the entire southeastern 
Colorado business community.”

The Lamar DVR is committed to helping local em-
ployers find candidates who are skilled, loyal, and com-
mitted to the business’s success. After placement, employ-
ers and employees receive ongoing support from DVR’s 
professional staff, including job training, direction on 
ADA regulations, and information on disability and em-
ployment guidelines. DVR can also help with financial 
incentives and facilitation of tax credits.

Across Colorado and in Lamar many workers with 
proven skills are left out of the workplace. As Colorado’s 
leading placement organization for people with disabilities, 
the Lamar DVR is working to change this by bridging tal-
ent and ability so companies and employees succeed.



Law Enforcement 
December 2, 2015

11/21/2015 12:00:00 AM                11:26     1507189                CLEVENGER, TANISHA
Officers responded to the 300 blk S. Main St for a report of a theft. Officers were advised tools were stolen 
and the approximate for the tools are $500. This incident is documented.

——————————————————————————–
11/22/2015 12:00:00 AM                02:17     1507199                LACOST, JASON
Officers contacted Louis Crawford in the 100 block of W Parmenter St in a traffic stop. Crawford was taken 
into custody for DUI and is being held on $10,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
11/22/2015 12:00:00 AM- 20:07  1507213                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to Picasso Court on an unwanted party.  Ricardo Valenzuela was arrested for harassment 
and other charges.

——————————————————————————–
11/23/2015 12:00:00 AM                14:17     1507233                CLEVENGER, TANISHA
Officers responded to Picasso Court for a civil standby. This incident is documented.

——————————————————————————–
11/23/2015 12:00:00 AM                01:15     1507215                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to the 700 Block of East Cedar on a report of a carbon monoxide alarm. Officers assisted 
getting the occupants and animals out of the house.

——————————————————————————–
11/23/2015 12:00:00 AM                11:51     1507227                FORGUE, CORY
The SRO is investigating a case of missing items from the 1900 blk of S 11th St. Value of the missing items 
is about $60. An investigation into the theft continues.

——————————————————————————–
11/23/2015 12:00:00 AM                11:51     1507228                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Lacie Peterson 25, of Lamar was arrested on an active Prowers county warrant.  Peterson was transported to 
Prowers County Jail and being held on $500 cash or surety bond.

——————————————————————————–
11/23/2015 12:00:00 AM                13:44     1507231                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Matthew Bandnelin 18, of Englewood was arrested on escape charges. Mr. Bandelin was transported to 
Prowers County Jail and being held on no bond.

——————————————————————————– 
152501 11/23/2015 - FRAUD, SWINDLE
Comments: Sgt. Rodriguez responded to the 100 blk of W. Pearl St. in Lamar, reference a fraud that occurred 
in the county. Over $18,000 was stolen from the victim. A suspect has been identified. Incident remains 
under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
152507 11/24/2015 W. CLIFF ST HOLLY - NOISE COMPLAINT
Comments: Deputy Ibarra responded to the 800 Blk of W. Cliff Street on a report of a loud music compli-
ant. Deputy contacted the resident and informed them of the compliant. Resident said they were going to 
sleep and shut of the music.

——————————————————————————–
152521 11/25/2015 38000 US HWY 50 - SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
Comments: Deputy Ibarra was contacted by a citizen in the Town of Holly and informed of possible night 
poachers. Deputy attempted to contact the individuals who were driving towards the Kansas State line. 
Deputy was unable to locate the vehicle. Matter was referred to the Hamilton County Sheriff ’s Office due 
to the incident occurring in Kansas.

——————————————————————————–
152522 11/25/2015 FREDERICK AVE & THIRD ST BRISTOL - TRAFFIC ACCIDENT, VEHICLE 
DAMAGE - Comments: Deputy Ibarra responded to a report of a cold vehicle accident. Deputy was in-
formed the semi truck was in tow prior to the crash. Deputy is currently investigating the matter.

——————————————————————————–
11/24/2015 12:00:00 AM                15:49     1507243                CLEVENGER, TANISHA
Officers received a report of a theft of a license plate in the 1400 block East Olive. The approximate amount 
for the license plate is $300. This incident is documented.

——————————————————————————–
11/24/2015 12:00:00 AM                16:40     1507244                CLEVENGER, TANISHA
Officers responded to the 1100 block Parkview Ave for a report of a criminal mischief. The approximate 
damage is $300. This incident is documented.

——————————————————————————–
11/25/2015 12:00:00 AM               12:31     1507250                SHARRAR, ROBERT

Henry Watkins was arrested on an active warrant.  Watkins was transported to Prowers County Jail and 
being held on $1,000 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
11/26/2015 12:00:00 AM               09:07     1507255                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Melinda Mondragon was arrested on an active Otero County Warrant.  Mondragon was arrested and is 
being held on $4,000 cash or surety bond.

——————————————————————————–
11/21/2015 12:00:00 AM 11:42    1507191-CLEVENGER, TANISHA
Officers responded to the 600 blk N Main St for a report of a theft. Officers were advised the items were 
returned.  David Jimenez was contacted & was taken into custody for an active warrant and is being held 
on a $4,000 any bond.

——————————————————————————–
11/26/2015 12:00:00 AM               18:40     1507258                KEMP, BRANDEN
Ivan De La Paz-Huerta was arrested for Driving under the influence and Reckless Driving. De La Paz-
Huerta was held at the Prowers County Jail on $10,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
11/27/2015 12:00:00 AM               20:21     1507267                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers were dispatched to Prowers Medical Center for a report of an aggressive unwanted party.  Officers 
were able to get the subject out of the hospital and returned home.

——————————————————————————–
11/28/2015 12:00:00 AM               17:38     1507284                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers were dispatched to Mayhew Drive on a report of a subject trespassing and stealing. Officers were 
able to make contact with the subject and later arrested Tyson Wright for Criminal Trespass.

——————————————————————————–
11/28/2015 12:00:00 AM  19:39--1507285               MILLER, CHAD
Officer responded to the 800 block of Maple St on a 911 open line with yelling in the back ground. Parties 
were separated for the evening.

——————————————————————————–
11/28/2015 12:00:00 AM               20:09     1507286                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to the 100 Blk of N 6th St on a report of a wanted subject. Officers contacted Frank 
Coombes and found he had an active warrant for his arrest. Coombes was transported to the Prowers 
County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
11/29/2015 12:00:00 AM               18:08     1507297                MILLER, CHAD
Officers responded to the 1600 block of South 11th St on a possible overdose. Subject was transported to 
the ER.

——————————————————————————–
11/30/2015 12:00:00 AM               01:54     1507299                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers made a traffic stop in the 200 Blk of E College Rd. Officers found three underage subjects in pos-
session of marijuana. Subjects were cited and released.

——————————————————————————–
11/30/2015 12:00:00 AM               10:39     1507307                SHARRAR, ROBERT
Officers took a report of a theft of a bicycle. The estimated price of the bicycle is approximately $200.

——————————————————————————–
11/30/2015 12:00:00 AM               21:05     1507316                SHERRILL, JAMISON
Officers responded to the 600 block of S. 6th St. on a report of a theft. A cellphone valued at approximately 
$400 was taken.

——————————————————————————–
11/25/2015 12:00:00 AM                17:24     1507252                MACIAS, RAYMUNDO
Officers were dispatched to the 1200 blk of S Main St in regards to a civil matter. Officers were advised a 
semi had hit a light pole and left the area after giving his personal information to the business owner.

——————————————————————————–
11/27/2015 12:00:00 AM                18:30     1507266                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers found what looked to be narcotics in the alley of South 10th Street. Items were collected and destroyed.

——————————————————————————–

Help Solve a Crime, Call the Local Tip Line
Call 719-336-1435 if you want to leave information with the Lamar Police Department or the 
Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office.  The call line is available 24 hours a day and you will remain 
anonymous. The tip line records your messages and information. To contact an officer, call the 
Prowers County Dispatch Center at 719-336-3977

See the full report daily online at:  theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/


