
Funding Crucial to Ports to Plains Development
A series of connected highways running 1,390 miles from Mexico to Canada through 

Texas, New Mexico, Colorado and other northward states make up the basic Ports to 
Plains Corridor project. Lamar hosted a regional meeting this past Wednesday, July 15,  
allowing participants to learn about the most recent developments for highway develop-
ment and the need for sustainable funding to continue the project which will expand two 
lane highways into four lanes for the length of the route.

The meeting was facilitated by Michael Reeves of Texas, President of the Ports to 
Plains Alliance and Joe Kiley, Vice-President of Operations, who hails from Limon, Colo-
rado. Transportation officials from Colorado, Texas and North Dakota were on hand, 
along with local officials from the City of Lamar, Prowers County and CDOT.

Reeves provided an historical perspective of the Corridor development, going back to 
the first leg of the route, connecting Lubbock, TX to Interstate 40 along Highway 27 in 
1929. “The Corridor aids several states through agriculturally based economic competi-
tion,” he explained, adding that the proposed route follows the development of other high 
finance industries such as oil and gas and solar and wind development. “This is one of 
the best ways to move freight among these states and the cost of hauling various materials 
benefits communities along the Corridor, from supplies to job creation,” he stated. As an 
example he said 25% of the costs associated with erecting wind turbine towers are associ-
ated with moving materials to construction sites and that ratio is similar for transporting 
oil or gas. Reeves said that by 1997 a quarter of the route had been completed with up-
grades and currently, about half of the route has been enlarged to four lanes. Each of the 
participating alliances for each state is responsible for developing regional funding.

Joe Kiley provided an update for the Corridor in Colorado, highlighting the need 
for funding from state and federal sources to get the project moving. Kiley said the states 
rural areas are lagging in securing funds to further the project and as such, there will com-
petition with the Front Range for legislated dollars. “In Colorado, there are 88 miles of 
improvements between Limon and Denver and I-25 is the only four lane growth that has 
happened.” He noted that 646 miles of four lane roadways have been constructed from 
Raton, New Mexico to San Angelo, Texas.

“The improvements on Highway 287 are a step in the right direction, but they’re 
only a step. From my vantage point in Limon, I see trucks coming up 287, but they won’t 
take Highway 71 north that has no shoulders on their route, they’ll use I-70 to Denver 
and swing onto I-25 for their route,” he explained. Kiley noted that 50% of the roadway 
on the Corridor and states north of Colorado to Alberta, Canada are complete. “That’s a 
lot of work done on either side of Colorado, but to date, not a single piece of four lane has 
been done in the state,” he told the gathering. He added, “I’ve asked for a study from the 
Transportation Commission to do an Origin of Destination on truck traffic going north 
and south on I-25 and to date I’ve had no response and I’ve been challenged to ask them 
again for a response to see if anything develops.”

Kiley said he has some legitimate concerns about how this is shaping up for future 
funding. With no improvement on the rural Corridor, more traffic is using available 
highway systems, especially along the Front Range. If the traffic continues to build, he 
says they’ll start to draw away revenue from future projects. “My biggest fear is with 
continued traffic, these areas will create their own Regional Transportation Authorities 
to improve their roadway with money that can be spent on rural projects. Without 
some form of tax increase for funding, we won’t see anything come our way in Colo-
rado,” he told the gathering.

When asked about the breakdown between state and federal highway funding, Ki-
ley responded, “There’s more oversight on highway projects with federal funding. We’ve 
seen that on the Highway 50 projects. The EPA and other studies slow the process, even 
if they do fund the projects up to 85 to 90%, but even if $1 federal dollar is spent, then 
the federal government rules and regulations are going to apply.” Kiley felt that when 
it comes to highway improvements amounting to hundreds of millions of dollars, the 
Coalition is better off letting those federal funds go to major cities, and use the state 
money for rural concerns.

He added that the only way he can see that the Corridor will see any new funding is 
through a tax increase. He said the most recent gas tax was in 1992 and it hasn’t changed 
since that time. But over the past 25 years or so, vehicles have become more fuel efficient 
which decreases the amount of funds the static tax will generate for highway improve-
ment. “We have to decide if we, especially in the rural areas, want to see our economy 
grow with an improved highway system, we’re going to have to convince everyone the way 
to do it will be through tax growth.” By Russ Baldwin

New Downtown Beautification Programs
Approved for Lamar

The Lamar Redevelopment Authority approved $27,000 in Authority funds to pur-
chase and install new concrete flowerboxes for the east and west sides of Main Street in 
Lamar, from Beech Street to Elm Street.  Shawna Hodge, Community Development 
and Urban Renewal Manager, told the Authority that the new boxes will blend with the 
existing architectural features along Lamar’s Main Street businesses, reflecting the history 
of the facades.  Hodge said her board discussed the purchases at length, “We spent about 
a year discussing our plans for the purchase, where they would be set up and how they 
would add to the downtown décor,” she explained.  The planters are in two sizes, 96 x 30 
x 30 inches and 30 x 30 x 30 inches.  Twelve large boxes and eight smaller boxes will be 
ordered and should take from six to eight weeks to deliver.  “We plan to move some of the 
benches to make way for the planters and that won’t be that big an issue, plus I’ve counted 
99 older planters throughout the city and they can be placed in other areas such as parking 
lots or alleyways to decorate other sections of the city,” she said.

Charlotte Herrera of Home Store in Lamar assisted with some of the planning and 
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Obituaries
Samuel Jason Garcia - August 26, 1970 – July 14, 2015 - Mass of Christian burial for 
Samuel Jason Garcia was held Monday, July 20, 2015 at Our Lady of Guadalupe/St. Pat-
rick Parish in La Junta, Colorado with Father Kenneth Oguzie officiating.  Interment was 
held Wednesday, July 22, 2015 at Bent/Las Animas Cemetery.  For more information or 
to leave online condolences, please visit www.horberfuneralchapel.com.

Linda L. Bentley - August 25, 1945 – July 19, 2015 - Linda L. Bentley grew up on the 
family farm near McClave, CO, and graduated from McClave High School in 1963.  Linda 
was a member of the McClave Methodist Church.  Visitation will be held Thursday, July 23, 
from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. at Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar, CO.    A graveside 
service will follow at 11:30 a.m. at the McClave Cemetery in McClave, CO.   For more 
information or to leave online condolences please visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.  

Dale S. Will - August 13, 1926 – July 9, 2015 - Memorial Service for Dale S. Will, to 
be held Saturday, July 25, 2015 at 10am at Moore Howard Chapel, 4345 West 46th Av-
enue, Denver, CO  80212. Dale is survived by his sister, Patricia Anderson of California, 
his sons, Bryant (Linda) of Lamar, CO, Bruce (Linda Kay) of Arvada, CO, and his four 
grandchildren:  Aaron (Katie) of Arvada, CO, Jonathan (Dianne) of Lakewood, CO, 
Christine of Thailand, Anna of Federal Heights, CO.

William J. “Bill” Lutz - March 27, 1921 – July 18, 2015 - A memorial Mass for for-
mer Bristol resident and current Lamar resident, William J. “Bill” Lutz was held Wednes-
day July 22, 2015 at the St. Francis De Sales/Our Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in 
Lamar with Father Stephen Olamolu.  A private family in-urnment service will be held at 
a later date in the Sunnyslope Cemetery in Bristol, Colorado.  For additional information 
and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Charles Ray Fuqua - June 16, 1945 – July 16, 2015 - A Celebration of Life for Charles 
Ray Fuqua was held Tuesday, July 21, 2015 at the Holly United Methodist Church in 
Holly, Colorado with Pastor Eugene Birt officiating.  For more information or to leave 
online condolences, please visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.

Shane Kalani - February 24, 1983 – July 17, 2015 - A memorial service for lifetime La-
mar resident, Shane Kalani will be held at 2:00PM on Monday, July 27, 2015 at the Peacock 
Family Chapel with Pastor Rick Beard of the Living Covenant Church officiating.   Per 
Shane’s request cremation will take place and there will be no visitation.  For current infor-
mation and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

suggested the city use a mix of perennials and annuals for flowers, as the perennials of-
fer a better root system and can survive some of the rigors of the changing high plains 
weather.  One additional facet will be added to the project, spigots or a water/feeder line 
will be included in the downtown renovation project set to begin next spring.  “This 
way, instead of having a city worker or volunteer drive by with a water tank for the 
plants, access will be available so volunteer store owners can fill a bucket and keep the 
plants watered,” Hodge stated.

When asked about the status of the Authority funding, City Treasurer, Kristen Mc-
Crea said only 29% of the Authority’s budget has been spent for the year, leaving a balance 
of $236,000 in the account.  “We expect to see that grow through this year and the next,” 
she told the Council.

Two other agenda items were approved including $5,000 for equipment and materi-
als to maintain a volunteer cleanup program for businesses along Main Street.  Hodge 
explained, “This will be used for basic cleaning such as paint, small repairs to some store-
fronts up to the awnings and to do some trim work on facades or tree trimming where 
smaller branches are starting to grow out,” she said.  This project will cover all the proper-
ties east and west of Main Street from Oak to Beech Streets.  Hodge said this is just a pilot 
project and will develop as it continues.

The Authority approved the annual application for participation for Lamar as a Col-
orado Main Street Community.  The city can apply for $7,000 through the DOLA Mini-
Grant program which requires a 25% cash match.  Hodge explained that the funds will 
help complete the 3rd and final phase of the streetscape enhancements including painting 
30 lampposts, 20 trashcans and purchasing and hanging banners.  Some of the funding 
will be used to improve the alleyway at 4th and Beech Streets. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
July 22 – 26 - 2015 Cal Ripken 11 & Under Mid-West Plains Regional Tournament
Saturday, July 25 - BMX/Skateboard Park Party – Wheels Park Design Day & Events 
at Bi-Centennial Park • Plastic & E-Waste Recycling, 10am to 1pm @ Thriftway • Eagles 
Steak Night • Free Weekend @ Lamar Landfill, City Transfer Station
Monday, July 27 - Lamar City Council Meeting, 7pm
Tuesday,  July 28 - PCDI Board Meeting, 7am, Rodeway Cow Palace Inn • Board of 
County Commissioners Meeting, Courthouse 10am • Lamar Utilities Board Meeting, Noon

Southeast Colorado is Drought Free
Spring rains have upgraded the drought status of south central and southeast Colo-

rado as Drought Free, according to the report released July 16 by the U.S. Drought Moni-
tor. June precipitation totals across that region were near to slightly below normal across 
most of the southeast plains with slightly to well above normal precipitation experienced 
over and near the higher terrain. This, along with above normal to well above normal 
precipitation across the area for the 2015 water year thus far, has helped erase drought 
conditions across all of south central and southeast Colorado.

Widespread precipitation across the area over the last few months has helped to re-
plenish soil moisture across the area. The latest CPC and VIC Soil Moisture calculations 
indicated normal to slightly above normal conditions for this region with well above nor-
mal conditions indicated over and near the eastern mountains. The rainfall has kept fire 
danger generally low across most of south central and southeast Colorado as well.

The latest USDA Colorado Crop Report indicated 16% of topsoil moisture condi-
tions across the state were rated at short or very short with 84% of top soil conditions 
rated at adequate or better. This compares to 53% of top soil moisture conditions rated at 
short or very short and 47% rated at adequate or better at this same time last year. Subsoil 
moisture indicated similar results with 19% being rated at short or very short and 81% 
rated at adequate or better. This compares to 53% of subsoil moisture rated at short or 
very short and 47% rated at adequate or better at this same time last year.

Statewide reservoir storage levels at the end of June came in at 112% of average over-
all. This is up from the 107% of average overall from last month and remains above the 
94% of average storage levels at this same time last year. In the Arkansas Basin, storage 
levels at the end of June were at 140% of average overall, up from the 108% reported last 
month and remains well above the 66% reported at this same time last year. Much of the 
increase can be attributed to the John Martin Reservoir which was at 208% of average 
storage levels at the end of June. Last year at this time, the John Martin Reservoir reported 
only 16% of average storage overall. As of May 1, 2015 acre feet storage was at 46,100 and 
as of July 20, storage is at 317,000.

The precipitation outlook for the rest of July through September continue to indicate 
a slight tilt to below normal temperatures along with a better chance of above normal 
precipitation across the south central and southeastern region of Colorado. The CPC 
Seasonal Drought Outlook, valid through October 31st, does not indicate any expected 
drought development across this region.



Find Out Who You Are
Prowers County Genealogi-
cal Society is looking for new 
members.  If you’re interested 
in learning genealogy or just 
want to track down a missing 
family member, this is your 
best opportunity.  Meetings are 
the second Wednesday of the 
month at 6pm at the Lamar 
SOS Center at 407 East Olive 
Street, Lamar.

Mind and Body
Health and Fitness Programs 
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Lamar Community Building 

with Mary Minor.
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Tuesdays at 5:30am and
Thursdays at 7am

Toning
Thursdays at 5:30am

Step Aerobics
Monday Evenings at 5:30pm
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ing an impact in the county.  

Make a business impact with 
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The Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.
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application and resume by 4:00 p.m., Friday, August 14, 
2015 to the Human Resources Department, City of La-
mar, 102 East Parmenter, Lamar, CO  81052-3299.  The 
City of Lamar is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  

Mechanic, Senior
The City of Lamar is seeking an individual who can 

perform a variety of skilled mechanical repair work to gas 
and diesel powered and automotive equipment and car-
ries out a preventive maintenance program.  Individuals 
must possess or be able to obtain a valid Colorado CDL 
license.  ASE certification or equivalent preferred.  

Applications must be received in the Human Re-
sources Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, La-
mar, CO  81052-3299, by 4:00 p.m., Friday, July 24, 
2015.  Contingent upon job offer, the successful appli-
cant selected for the position will be required to take a 
pre-employment physical, drug test and provide a cur-
rent motor vehicle record. EOE

Legal Technician
Prowers County Department of Human Services is seek-
ing applicants for a full time Legal Technician. This is a 
technical training level position which requires the in-
cumbent to learn and apply rules and regulations and 
court procedures, develop skills to locate absent parents, 
develop effective communication skills to gain informa-
tion, arrange payments, draft correct legal documents, 
methods of enforcement, and collection methods. Re-
quires the ability to plan and organize workload objec-
tives. Minimum qualifications: High School Graduate or 
GED equivalency, two years full time responsible office 
clerical or extensive public contact experience. Substitu-
tions: Satisfactory completion of an associate’s degree or 
bachelor’s degree in business, behavioral science, or ap-
propriately related field may substitute for the required 
experience on a year for year basis. Applications may be 
obtained at Prowers County Department of Human Ser-
vices, 1001 S. Main Street or www.prowerscounty.net. 
Applications will be accepted through 8/7/15 at 5:00 
p.m. Questions may be directed to Glynda Pool at 719-
336-7486 ext. 131. EOE

Yard Sales
Yard Sale
702 East Oak St., Lamar - Saturday, July 25 from 8am 
to 1pm - Shelves, jewelry, some antiques and Lots of 
Everything!

For Sale
Car For Sale
2009 Impala, 76,793 miles, $10,000 - if interested call 
688-9264 – White car 703 N. 11th

Help Wanted
Housekeeping

Now Hiring for housekeeping at the Holiday Inn Ex-
press. Please apply at Holiday Inn Express.

Water/Wastewater Superintendent
The City of Lamar is seeking a professional individ-

ual to serve as its Superintendent of Water/Wastewater 
Department.  The ideal candidate will serve as “Opera-
tor in Responsible Charge.”  Under general direction, 
this individual will manage, evaluate and plan all activi-
ties, operations and services of the Water and Wastewater 
Department.    Superior leadership, inter-personal com-
munication skills and a willing team-player are impera-
tive.  REQUIREMENTS:  Any combination of educa-
tion and experience equivalent to graduation from high 
school plus six years of progressively responsible experi-
ence in water and wastewater collection, treatment, and 
distribution systems operation and maintenance, includ-
ing 2-years experience in a supervisory or lead capacity. 
Possession of Colorado Class C Water Operator, Colo-
rado Class C Wastewater Operator, Colorado Class 2 
Distribution Operator, and Colorado Class 2 Collection 
Operator, and possession of a valid driver’s license, pref-
erably a Class A CDL.  Full-time position with excellent 
benefits.  Hiring Range: $48,660 -$60,825 - DOQ – 
Current Colorado Water Treatment Class C & Wastewa-
ter Class C or higher certifications will have preference.  
For further information and application package contact 
the Human Resources Department at 719-336-1366 or 
from our web site at www.ci.lamar.co.us.  Submit City 
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719-336-0261
PUT GOOD HEALTH AT THE TOP
OF YOUR TO-DO LIST

CALL YOUR DOCTOR TODAY!

201 KENDALL DR.
LAMAR, CO 81052

Now Covered
by most

Insurance
Companies



Community Bulletin Board

Birth Announcements:
Jerre Griffin and Leigh Miller of Lamar, Colorado announce the birth of their daughter, 

Amie Louise Griffin at Prowers Medical Center at 1pm on Tuesday, July 14, 2015 with Dr. 
Kunhardt attending. Amie weighed six pounds and eleven ounces and was 19 and three-quarter 
inches in length at birth. Grandparents are Marilyn Owen and Lloyd Wells, Charles Griffin and 
Barbara Galvin and Lisa and Dickey Vallejos.

Leigh and Craig Forney of Lamar, Colorado announced the birth of their daughter, Avery 
Denise Forney at 12:35am on Wednesday, July 15, 2015 at Prowers Medical Center with Sharon 
Hendricks attending. Avery weighed six pounds and 12 ounces and was 19.5 inches in length at 
birth. She’s joined at the home by brother Quinn. Grandparents are Tom and Denise Pogue and 
Mary Frances Forney.

Board Position Open
The Prowers County Board of Commissioners is accepting letters of interest from persons 

who are residents of Prowers County to fill one (1) position on the Prowers County Emergency 
Telephone Authority Board. The term for the position will expire in July 2019. 

The letters of interest should be addressed to the Prowers County Board of County Com-
missioners, 301 South Main Street, Suite 215, Lamar, CO 81052 and may also be faxed to 719- 
336-2255 or e-mailed to ctyadmin@prowerscounty.net. Letters should be received by 5:00 p.m. 
on July 24, 2015.

OBITUARY - Dakota Nash Abling - January 23, 1993 – July 8, 2015
A celebration of life for Lamar resident, Dakota Nash Abling, was held July 15, 2015, at the 

Lamar  Christian Church with Pastor Mike Schneider of the Wiley Community Church officiat-
ing. Interment followed at Fairmont Cemetery. Family and friends enjoyed a dinner provided by 
the First Southern Baptist Church. 

Dakota Nash Abling was born on January 23, 1993, in Pueblo, Colorado, to parents Marla 
and Delvin “Chip” Abling and passed away July 8, 2015, at the age of 22.  He attended school in 
Lamar, Colorado, and at the age of seven he accepted Jesus and was baptized and was a member 
of the First Southern Baptist Church in Lamar.   He was a loving husband, father, brother, uncle, 
grandson and had many friends.  

Koda, as he was affectionately called by friends and family, had a fun-loving and spontane-
ous personality and you never knew what to expect.  He was well-known for his mechanical skills 
and he had a passion for dirt bikes and barbeques.  He enjoyed being with family and friends and 
will be deeply missed.  

He loved working on the oil rigs and was proud to be a rig hand. He worked hard to support 
his family. His family was proud of the man he had become.   He loved his daughter Aubree and 
sons Kyler and Korbin and was proud to be their father.  He loved dogs and was always bringing 
a new dog home or trying to find a home for one.  

He was preceded in death by his father Delvin “Chip” Abling, Brother Zachary Abling, 
Cousin Johnny Dailey, aunt Karen (Conley) Compton, and uncle Dale Smith.  

He is survived by his spouse Asia Ralstin-Abling and daughter Aubree Abling both of the fam-
ily home, Lamar; two sons, Kyler and Korbin Nelson, Lamar, mother Marla Abling, Denver; step-
father  Robbie Batdorf, Lamar;  siblings: Schuyler (April) Batdorf, Evans, CO;  Samantha (Mike) 
Newman, Lamar; Brandon Batdorf, Lamar; Ashley (Mike Hernandez) Abling, Lamar; Chelsea 
Thurner, Heidelberg, Germany; uncle Don (Joni) Compton,Lamar; cousin Katelyn (Damon 
McGeary) Compton, Springfield; grandmother Elmina Gardner, Lamar;  paternal grandparents, 
Melvin  and Rosalie Abling, Xenia, Ohio; maternal great grandmother, Reva McCorkle, Lamar; nu-
merous nieces and nephews and Ohio family;  sister-in-law Taylor Mauch, mother-in-law Manda 
Devoter,  Sandra (Granny) Barber. Also survived by his good friend Arin Osbment.  

Bridge Players Needed in Holly
The Holly Senior and Community Center is looking for bridge players for afternoon and 

evening clubs.  If you’re interested, contact Connie today to sign up.  Call 537-6244.

Saturday August 1, 2015 

Lamar, Colorado 

July 27-July 31 4PM-7PM  
 at Lamar Senior Citizen Center  

OR BUY ONLINE 
www.sandandsage.org 

Tickets will also be sold at the gate.  

Sponsored in part by Prowers County Lodging Tax 

Sand and Sage Round-Up Presents: 
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Lamar Council Approves Utility Developments
The council authorized an agreement for engineering services for 

$10,000 for the Main Street Water Distribution System Project Needs 
Assessment.  The goal is to replace the city’s aging water mains under-
neath Main Street in anticipation of CDOT’s re-surfacing project set to 
begin in early 2016.  A Needs Assessment on the project, costing $10,000, 
is required before the state approves the funding.  Representatives from 
Atmos Energy asked that they be kept in the loop along with CDOT 
officials regarding the renovation project.  They expressed concern about 
the location of gas meters and active or inert gas lines under Main Street 
once the project was underway.

An ordinance between the City of Lamar and Atmos Energy was 
passed on first reading.  The current franchise agreement expires this No-
vember and allows for the supply of natural gas to Lamar residents and 
the adjacent Territory.  The new ordinance will place the franchise agree-
ment on the November ballot for voter approval with a term of 20 years, 
expiring on November 12, 2035.  In exchange for the franchise, the City 
of Lamar receives 5% of the monthly revenues for the sale of gas within 
the City.  This was budgeted at $115,000 for 2015.

The Lamar Welcome Center will be financed for the 2015-2016 
year.   The council approved a revised format, different from the annual 
contract agreement between the state and the city.  Lamar will receive 
$25,031 for the Welcome Center salary and benefits, plus $20,665 for 
Center operations, $7,500 for volunteers and $1,500 for travel expenses 
for a total of $54,696.

Administrator John Sutherland led the discussion with the council 
for a letter of support for SECED’s re-designation as an Enterprise Zone.  
SECED is Southeast Colorado Economic Development and serves five 
counties in southeast Colorado by funding various business and home 
improvement loans.  The new designation allows businesses located in 
the zone to be eligible for various tax credits for investments they make in 
a business including rehabilitation of vacant buildings, job creation, job 
skills training and equipment purchases.  Stephanie Gonzales, SECED 
Executive Director, indicated earlier that these letters of support would 
aid the organization’s application for the enhanced zone status.

Nineteen residents who enrolled for the most current Citizens Acad-
emy with Police Chief Kyle Miller and the Lamar Fire and Ambulance 
Department were recognized with certificates of their participation.  The 
Chief instituted a shorter course of only several weeks as opposed to the 
previous 13 week training session held over a series of Thursday nights.

Administrator Sutherland provided several reminders about future 
community events, including the Ports-to-Plains summer conference in 
Lamar, set for July 15 and 16.  The second annual Hotter than Hell Mu-
sic and Arts Festival would be held from 3pm to midnight on July 18 at 
the Lamar Chamber and Enchanted Forest in Lamar.  The annual Lamar 
Chamber ice cream social will begin at 6pm at Willow Creek Park adja-
cent to the swimming pool parking lot on Thursday, July 30.

The City was recently awarded a Path of Trails Grant from GoCO for 
the Lamar Loop project.  The City officially needs to accept and approve the 
funding in the amount of $996,619.  There was a brief discussion regard-
ing railroad crossing points.  Sutherland said each crossing is estimated at 
$50,000 and there may be several depending on the course of the Loop, es-
timated to be a little longer than eight miles at this point in development.

The City of Lamar received approval from the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Environment to use cell 2 at the municipal 
landfill on County Road 14. By Russ Baldwin

Gotto Offers Specifics on PCDI Goals
“We’re looking for businesses that can provide the county with 

primary jobs and create new money for the area,” said George Gotto, 
interim executive director for PCDI, during an update on activities he 
provided for the Lamar City Council.  He added, “What we’re interested 
in helping is retailers who will not be competing with similar establish-
ments already in the county, if we can.”

Gotto, who was selected as an interim director for the economic 
development organization in May, told the council he’s spent the past 
six weeks meeting with town governing boards in the county and dis-
cussing business priorities with a number of store owners.  He labeled 
himself as being employed directly from neither the city nor the coun-
ty, “I’m working as an independent contract employee, but with over-
sight from the Prowers County Administrator,” he explained, stating 

that he’s on a flat salary for his period of employment.
When asked about developing local funding for PCDI by councilman 

Kirk Crespin, Gotto said, “that concept really won’t work or get the job 
done.”  He forecast how the future PCDI director can’t be paid from funds 
raised from the community, relating to the manner in which two economic 
development employees from La Junta conduct their funding and how they 
are paid separately from their department.  He added, “One of the things I 
was instructed to focus on was fund raising and honestly, that’s not going to 
work for me or any others.  It’s impossible for me to go into a bank and ask 
for $5,000 or $10,000 as the first thing I’m asked is, ‘What do you get paid 
a year?’  You can’t raise funds and pay yourself from them.  That’s a question 
the city and the county will have to answer.  If they work it like La Junta, 
where one person is paid by the city and the other works on a contract basis 
or is paid by the hour or the results they produce.”

Discussing potential future growth for the county, Gotto stated, 
“Neoplan was a fluke. That level of development comes to a community 
our size once in about 100 years.”  Neoplan USA was a German based 
bus manufacturing company that constructed their manufacturing plant 
in Lamar in 1981 and employed as many as 600 persons before the plant 
closed in 1994.  Dragon Industries is now housed in the former building.  
Gotto added that communities with our limited resources can’t compete 
for major job growth against organizations like PEDCO which has a sev-
eral million dollar reserve to use for business incentive packages.

Gotto listed several developments that will become economic drivers 
for the county in the near future, as well as some already in operation.  
“One of them is the development of Highway 50.  We’re already seeing 
that by Holly with their motel full from construction workers and as 
work continues on the highway we’ll see the benefits accrue for all the 
towns in the lower Arkansas Valley.  Another one is the Highway 287 by-
pass.  We have been talking about that for 30-40 years.  In the next five 
or six years, maybe something will happen and when it does we’re going 
to see economic development like we haven’t seen since Neoplan came in.  
We’re going to see a lot of economic development in downtown Lamar.  
The attitude downtown has changed.  We have folks that are doing a re-
ally good job down town helping local businesses.  Urban renewal will be 
a boon for Lamar, and will be a major part of economic development.”

He listed home construction in the lower Arkansas Valley as critical 
for business development.  “It has to improve in the next five years or 
we’re not going to see any develop at all, or it will all be short lived.  I’ve 
been interested for the past year with what’s termed tiny houses.  I’m 
thinking we need a subdivision with people who can afford them and live 
in that way.  We might explore that for Lamar.

Gotto concluded his remarks with a prediction of how our recent 
rains will impact the area, “We’ve got enough water that we’ll see wa-
ter recreation and business development in the next 12 months.  There 
should be a boat dealership in Lamar again, with other water recreation 
such as skidoos and water sports, heydays like 30 years ago with fuller 
lakes and recreational opportunities.” By Russ Baldwin

Concert Tickets Available Online!
Sand and Sage Round-Up

Tickets for the fast approaching Sand and Sage Round-Up Concert are 
now available for sale online. Tickets can be purchased at a reduced price by 
purchasing them prior to the night of the show. The Josh Abbott Band is a 
Texas country group originating in Lubbock, Texas returning to Colorado, 
a homecoming for band member Preston Wait formerly of Campo. The 
band founded in 2006 has quickly risen to the top of the Texas country 
music scene and has opened for national acts such as Willie Nelson, Dierks 
Bentley, Eli Young Band, Miranda Lambert, Eric Church and many more. 
JAB’s 2015 EP, Tuesday Night, out on Atlantic Records, follows the band’s 
independent success which earned sales of more than 1,750,000 albums 
and 1.4M singles. Tickets can be purchased at www.sandandsage.org.

Pre-sale tickets for the concert and this year’s PRCA rodeo and mouth-
watering BBQ will go on sale starting July 27th and continue until July 
31st at the Lamar Senior Center from 4pm-7pm. Men and Women of the 
professional rodeo world will come into Lamar for two performances on 
Friday, August 7th and Saturday, August 8th. Both nights of action start 
off with mouthwatering BBQ and rodeo action to follow. Returning to 
the Sand and Sage is the Ranch Bronc Ride to be held during both perfor-
mances.  Local contestants are encouraged to enter.   Entries will be limited 
to 8 contestants each night of the rodeo and $2000 added money will be 
up for grabs. Interested riders should contact Logan Dorenkamp at 688-
1222 to enter. Saturday night’s rodeo will feature “Tough Enough to Wear 
Pink Night” in honor of those battling cancer as well as those celebrating 
survivors.   Everyone in attendance is encouraged to wear pink.







Enjoy Off Track Simulcast
Horse & Dog Gaming

Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn
Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

y and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palac

Breakfast: 6 a.m. - 10 a.m.  7 days a week
Lunch: 11a.m. - 2 p.m.  7 days a week
Dinner: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.  7 days a week

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!

World Famous

Mexican Buffet

Every Friday

5:00 -9:00

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere



Recycle Ink Cartridges
Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the 
Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.  The Lamar Ea-
gles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the 
funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

Recycle Your E-Waste 
Drop off your plastic and electronic 
waste at the Lamar Thriftway park-
ing lot every 2nd and 4th Satur-
day between 10am and 1pm.  There 
is a small fee to cover the cost of 
hauling away materials.  “We want 
to thank you for choosing to recycle 
your plastic and e-waste! We want to 
remind you that there is no dump-
ing your items at the recycling box. 
Please visit us on those days and 
hours only. Thank you!” Ma-
terials include video screens, 
tv’s, cell phones, printers, com-
puter towers…etc.  Call Shawna 
Hodge at 719-688-8073 for 
more information.

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit 
offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 
7:30am to 5pm.  Please 
make reservations 24 hours 
in advance.  Call for your 
ride at 719-336-8034.  Se-
nior Discount Tickets are 
available in the front office 
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

City of Lamar Stage 2 
Water Restrictions 
No Watering on Friday.  Prop-

erties East of Highway 287 
may water on Sunday, Tues-
day and Thursday.

Properties West of Highway 
287 may water on Saturday, Mon-
day and Wednesday.  Watering 
hours are from Midnight to 
10am and from 6pm to Mid-
night on your permitted days.

2015
County Fair Dates

July 18-25
Crowley County
July 25-Aug 1

Bent County
July 27-Aug 1

Baca County
July 27-August 1

Cheyenne County
August 1-9

Sand & Sage Roundup
August 10-15
Ark Valley Fair

September  9-13
Kiowa County

September 24-26
Holly Gateway Fair

Advertise Your Yard 
Sale Today!

Hundreds of people will be reading 
this insert when you advertise your 
weekend yard sale, garage or mov-
ing sale. Just $5 is a great investment 
to make your yardsale a success.  
Deadline for entries is 5 pm Tuesday 
evening.  Call Robinson Printing at 
336-9095 or stop in at 210 South 
Main Street, Lamar.

Holly Library
Summer Hours

Tuesday from 2pm to 5pm
Wednesday from Noon to 

5pm (lunch hour)
Thursday from 2pm to 7pm
Friday from 10am to Noon 

and 2pm to 5pm
Saturday from 10am to Noon

Closed On
 Sunday and Monday
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WASH SPOTT will Feature Car Wash 
Innovations

“We expect to be able to do a basic wash for about 
100 cars in an hour,” according to Matt Reinhardt, own-
er of the WASH SPOTT, who added that his new car 
wash operation at 1200 East Olive in Lamar will use less 
water than an average household in a day.

The WASH SPOTT should open in November if 
all the construction goes as planned said Reinhardt re-
cently, at site of his business venture. Part of the west 
wall was being pounded out by workers, while his wife, 
Shea, was sanding down the remaining portion of the 
dance floor of what was the HOT SPOTT which was 
purchased by the couple late last year. “We’ve saved as 
much of the wood floor as we could and it’ll be used for 
the soda fountain and ice cream bar for our operation,” 
Reinhardt explained. A 100 foot long north to south 
wall will divide the car wash from the entertainment 
area. Patrons can exit their car for a treat while their 
vehicle is sent through the wash area by conveyer belt 
and the staff will put optional finishing touches on the 
vehicle. “We can take most stock built vehicles,” Mat-
thew said, but high profile vehicles such as semis won’t 
be able to use the facility.

“We took over the place in January and almost the 
next day we had a major water line break, so our first job 
was all clean-up,” he said. Reinhardt has been in con-
tact with other East Olive businesses such as the Home 
Store and the new veterinarian clinic across the street, 
owned by Jensen Stulp which is undergoing a complete 
makeover before opening for business. “We’ve all made a 
financial commitment to expanding the economic devel-
opment of this portion of the street and we hope to see 
that continue,” he explained. Reinhardt said he worked 
in similar operations as a youth from the Alamosa area 
and be believes this innovation for a car wash will catch 
on, coupled with the professional service he intends to 
deliver to his customers.

Along with a light show that accompanies the car 
wash, patrons can select to have their vehicle hand-tow-
eled dry, vacuumed and have the interior shined while 
they wait in the lounge area. Appointments can be made 
for a complete detailing while a customer waits in the 
entertainment area. The WASH SPOTT will be open 
six days a week and will employ from five to six new 
jobs in the area. The business listing is also on Facebook 
through their website. By Russ Baldwin

Jerry Nelson to Perform at First 
Baptist Church in Holly

Internationally-celebrated concert pianist, Jerry 
Nelson, has established himself as one of the world’s pre-
miere performers, having performed on all continents. 
He has teamed up with Dino and Anthony Burger, and 

accompanied such artists as Glen Campbell, Sandi Patti, 
Tom Netherton and Steve Amerson.

As a composer, arranger, conductor and studio 
producer, he has conducted orchestras from London 
and Tel Aviv to Nashville and Los Angeles. His creative 
touch appears on over 500-recorded projects working 
with sons Scott and Brad. His publishing and arrang-
ing efforts include several dozen original songs and over 
5,000 arrangements.

Jerry’s first “official” assignment was playing piano 
at age 10 in a small Minnesota church. He began his 
career in public school music also in Minnesota followed 
by over three decades arranging and directing orchestra 
at Denver First Nazarene Church. But today, Jerry and 
Rachel are focused on a full-time concert career.

Much of the proceeds of their efforts enable occa-
sional trips to the Congo and Zimbabwe where Jerry per-
forms concerts and Rachel works with AIDS victims and 
youth peer groups. They also work with humanitarian 
programs including economical water purification and 
advanced education for promising youth. Retirement, 
Jerry says, is not yet on the radar screen. Jerry will be 
performing in concert on Sunday, July 26, 2015 at 10:30 
A.M. at the First Baptist Church, 512 West Colorado in 
Holly, Colorado. There is no charge for admission.

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
Holly, CO July 1, 2015 – The Northeast Prowers 

Conservation District gives notice that it will hold a 
Local Work Group meeting for the Northeast Prowers 
Conservation District of  Prowers County.  This meeting 
is open to the public.
 WHEN: July 22, 2015
 TIME: 4:00 p.m.
 WHERE: St. Frances of  Rome Catholic 
Hall, 119 South 6th Street, Holly, CO  81047

The Local Work Group will focus on identifying 
agricultural and natural resource issues existing in your 
community and providing information and feedback 
to direct NRCS programs.  Participants can be agricul-
tural producers, owners of  private agricultural lands, 
including nonindustrial private forest land, and repre-
sentatives of  agricultural organizations, environmental 
organizations, and governmental agencies carrying out 
environmental, agricultural, or natural resource conser-
vation programs and activities.

Local Work Groups are subcommittees of  the 
NRCS State Technical Committee and they meet annual-
ly to provide recommendations on local natural resource 
priorities to assist USDA NRCS in providing Farm Bill 
conservation programs in Colorado.



Law Enforcement
151327 07/06/2015 7000 BLK HWY 50 UNINCORPORATED - DRUGS
Comments: Deputy Shivers contacted a vehicle in the 7000 blk of Hwy 50 with 4 female occupants, 2 adults 
and 2 juveniles. The juvenile driver was arrested for driving a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs or both, failed to drive in a single lane (weaving), violated restrictions on temporary instruction 
permit, and possession of not more than 2 oz of Marijuana. The other 3 female passengers, were issued 
summons for possessing not more than 2 oz of Marijuana.

——————————————————————————–
7/6/2015 12:00:00 AM    02:34     1503976                SHERRILL, JAMISON
Lamar Police K9 was utilized to check a vehicle on a traffic stop in the 200 block of W. Grant St. The K9 
indicated a positive alert. The driver of the vehicle was arrested for suspicion of DUI-D and possession of 
controlled substances. A passenger was also arrested for controlled substance and weapons charges.

——————————————————————————–
7/6/2015 12:00:00 AM    02:26     1503977                REAMY, COREY
Officers contacted a vehicle at the intersection of North 6th Street and West Grant Street on a traffic stop. 
The driver, Valarie Munoz, was arrested for unlawful possession of a controlled substance and DUI. The 
passenger, Julian Esparza, was arrested for unlawful possession of a controlled substance. Both Esparza and 
Munoz were transported to the Prowers County Jail where they are each being held on a $4,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
7/6/2015 12:00:00 AM    14:41     1503987                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to the Fairmont Cemetery on a report of a headstone being knocked over. Officers found 
a headstone on its side. Report was taken and case is being investigated.

——————————————————————————–
7/6/2015 12:00:00 AM    16:38     1503988                FORGUE, CORY
Officers responded to a report of a vehicle with a window busted out in the 900 blk. of E. Olive St. Upon 
arrival, officers found a vehicle with a busted window. Estimate damage to the vehicle $300. Matter is still 
under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
7/6/2015 12:00:00 AM    18:35     1503992                CAMPBELL, THOMAS
Officer responded to the area of Paseo Pl. for a report of vandalism. Report was taken and the matter is 
under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
151339 07/07/2015 29421 FF.5 COR UNINCORPORATED - THEFT OTHER
Comments: Deputy Freouf responded to the 29000 Blk of County Road FF.5, Prowers County, on a report 
of theft. The RP told the deputy her son took a television. The matter is still under investigation and the 
estimated loss of property was estimated to be $700.

——————————————————————————–
151344 07/07/2015 835 W VAUGHN ST HOLLY  - HARASSMENT
Comments: Deputy J. Hernandez responded to the 800 Blk of W Cliff St. in the City of Holly on a report of a 
physical disturbance. Upon arrival Deputy J. Hernandez investigated the incident, Randal Muniz was arrested 
for Harassment and transported and being held at the Prowers County Jail on a $500 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
151351 07/09/2015 26000 287 HWY UNINCORPORATED - DRUGS
Comments: Deputy J. Hernandez contacted Nicholas Baker in the 26000 Blk of Hwy 287 on a traffic viola-
tion. Nicholas was arrested for DUID and Weaving, Nicholas was transported and being held at the Prowers 
County Jail on a $1,000 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
151347 07/08/2015 300 LAVA STONE COURT WILEY-ANIMAL PROBLEM
Comments: Deputy Palacios responded to the 300 blk of Lava Stone Court on a report of a possible vicious dog. 
RP told deputy the dog tried to bite him and ran off. Deputy searched the area and didn’t locate the dog.

——————————————————————————–
151346 07/08/2015 734 WEST COLORADO HOLLY PRIVATE PROP DAMG
Comments: Deputy Palacios responded to the 700 blk in the alley between West Colorado and West Cliff 
Street in Holly, on a report of a gas meter that was stuck. Upon arrival deputy talked to the driver of the 
vehicle that struck the meter. The driver told deputy he was backing up and struck the gas meter. The driver 
of the truck was cited for careless driving and the estimated damage done to the meter was approximately 
between $250 and $500.

——————————————————————————–                                       
7/7/2015 12:00:00 AM    08:19     1504003                FORGUE, CORY
Officers responded to the 500 blk. of W. Pearl for a call of harassment. Officers took into custody for harass-
ment Inez Zavala (58). Zavala was transported to the Prowers County Jail and is being held on a $500 bond

——————————————————————————–
7/7/2015 12:00:00 AM    00:09     1504026                CAMPBELL, THOMAS

Officers responded to the area of Savage Ave. and S. 6th St. for a report of someone throwing fireworks out 
of a moving vehicle.

——————————————————————————–                                                                  
7/8/2015 12:00:00 AM    17:14     1504053                FORGUE, CORY
Officers were called to the 10 blk. of Scott Place on the report of BB guns being shot. Upon arrival, officers talked to both 
parties involved. The reporting party did not want to press any charges. The juveniles involved had their parents talked too 
about the incident. The juveniles were also talked to by officers about possible consequences for their actions.

——————————————————————————–                                   
7/8/2015 12:00:00 AM    22:18     1504054                INMAN, JUSTIN
Officers arrested Stephanie Barker in the 900 block of N. Main St. for the possession of methamphetamine 
and drug paraphernalia. Barker is being held on $4,000 bond at the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
151354 7/9/2015 Cty Rd FF-UNATTENDED DEATH
Comments: Deputy Responded to the 6000 Blk of CR FF on a report of a possible unattended death.  Depu-
ties and the Coroner’s Office are investigating the matter.  The body of a single male was found inside a 
vehicle at approximately 9:15am.

——————————————————————————–
151351 7/9/2015 26000 HWY 287 DRUGS
Comments: Deputy Hernandez contacted Nicholas Baker in the 26000 Blk of Hwy 287 on a traffic viola-
tion.  Baker was arrested for DUID and Weaving.  Baker was transported and is being held at PCJ on a 
$1,000 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
7/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    10:03     1504060                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to the 400 block of East Oak Rd. on a report of a woman in distress. Upon arrival, 
officers made contact with an adult female that said she was being chased. Female was transported to the 
hospital for medical clearance. Officers are investigating the case.

——————————————————————————–
7/9/2015 2:31:23 PM       14:31     1504063                DUNAGAN, THOMAS
Officers responded to the ER on a report of a child being struck by a car. Officers took a report and the case 
is being investigated.

——————————————————————————–
7/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    18:09     1504070                HARRIS, MICHAEL
Officer responded to a location south of Lamar City Limits to assist the Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office on 
a death investigation. Once the scene was secured, officer turned the scene over to investigators from the 
Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office.

——————————————————————————–
7/9/2015 12:00:00 AM    21:40     1504074                WILLIAMSON, DON
Officer responded to the 400 blk. of S. Oak Rd. on a report of a resident discovering bags of an unknown 
substance. Officer tested substance and it tested positive for 171.87 grams of methamphetamine. Officer 
placed the bags into evidence for further investigation.

——————————————————————————–
151361 7/10/2015 117 HIGHLAND HOLLY - SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY
Comments:  Deputy Ibarra responded to the 100 blk of Highland in Holly on a report of unknown person 
egging their property.  Deputy found two different addresses on this block with similar incidents.  No leads 
or suspects at this time.  Extra patrol was requested.

——————————————————————————–
151364 7/10/2015 8825 HWY 50 - CRIM MISCHIEF
Comments:  Deputy Ibarra responded to the 8000 blk of US Hwy 50, east of Lamar on a cold criminal mis-
chief report.  Several scratches observed on rear passenger side bed.  Estimated damages at $300.

——————————————————————————–
151375  7/11/2015 EAST OLIVE ST., LAMAR - ALCOHOL
Comments:  Deputy Rodriguez arrested Manuel Licano, 29, of Lamar in the 300 blk of East Olive Street on  
DUI and related charges.  Licano was transported to the PCJ and held on $1,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
151376 7/12/2015, NORTH MAIN ST., LAMAR - ALCOHOL
Comments:  Deputy Hernandez contacted Michael Garcia in the 900 blk of North Main in Lamar on a 
traffic violation.  Garcia was arrested for DUIA, Driver’s License Cancelled/Denied and Vehicle Plate not 
clearly visible.  Garcia is held at PCJ on $1,000 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
Help Solve a Crime, Call the Local Tip Line

Call 719-336-1435 if you want to leave information with the Lamar Police Department or the Prowers Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Office.  The call line is available 24 hours a day and you will remain anonymous. The tip line records your 
messages and information. To contact an officer, call the Prowers County Dispatch Center at 719-336-3977. 

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/


