
PMC Board Unveils Hospital Expansion Plans
The Prowers Medical Center Board of Directors will vote on a resolution to approve 

funding for a $10 million expansion and renovation project at the Lamar hospital.  Initial 
plans were presented to the public during a board meeting at the Cultural Events Center 
this past Monday, May 19.

Seven areas at the hospital will be improved as well as the HVAC system, estimated 
at $4 million alone.  Board member, Ron Farmer, explained to the audience that the type 
of bonds being used will not require a tax on residents in the hospital district, nor a vote 
from the public.  Essentially, the hospital is seeking a loan from a lender which it intends 
to repay over ten years for the 12,000 square foot expansion.

The departments which will see improvements include:  registration, nurses station, 
physical therapy, operation room, emergency room, patient bay, operation pre-op and 
recovery room.  In almost every case, the expansion will be an enlarging of current rooms 
for patient and staff space and for equipment upgrades in the emergency and operation 
rooms.  The public viewed the architect’s rendition of the expanded facilities and staff 
members offered explanations of how they would be improved.  CEO, Craig Loveless, 
explained that the firm handling the project, CPI, had worked directly from suggestions 
from hospital staff.  Board member, Candy Ruedeman, said, “What you’re viewing are 
realistic improvements taken from staff input.  There are no frills or 500 seat auditoriums 
involved,” referring to some concepts for renovations that were rejected by hospital dis-
trict voters several years ago.  The current hospital board has been working on the new 
plans for about two years.

Staff members said the changes will allow for more space for patients, such as an ex-
panded gym for physical therapy, privacy for patients as those coming from an operation 
will no longer share a room with someone who is being prepped for surgery and the over-
all expansion would allow the Critical Access Hospital to expand the number of patients 
that could be treated at the 25 bed facility.

Questions from the audience provided statistics on how the scope of treatment has 
increased over the past year, to what the board members expect to see once the 18 month 
construction project has concluded.  Loveless explained how surgeries have increased.  
“We can only do one operation at a time and we’re currently at 3 to 5 a day now, including 
about five eye surgeries a month.  That comes out to around 25 to 30 a month over a year 
ago and we’re now up to 60 a month.  We could conduct from 90 to 100 a month with 
our expanded operating room.”  Loveless said the recovery period or rehab for a patient 
can also be conducted locally instead of having a patient travel to the Front Range for 
aftercare.  The CEO said he felt more surgeons would consider PMC with their expanded 
care and facilities.  He added, “Approximately 60% of a hospital’s revenue traditionally 
comes from surgical procedures.”

Both the ER and the physical therapy department would be able to accommodate 
more patients, while increasing space.  Leslie Day, Emergency Room Manager, explained 
that the five bed facility will increase to offer two large trauma rooms, a two bay ambu-
lance garage to transfer patients out of bad weather and allow for quicker and indoor 
hazmat response for patients and EMTs.  She said a consulting room will be offered, a 
private registration desk, better security for patients and staff, a new triage room and a 
designated OB or psych room as needed.  “The ER sees about 6,000 cases a year and of 
that, we transfer out 25 to 30 patients or 5% a month,” as she responded to a question.

The $10 million price tag is a pretty specific figure, but is flexible depending on the 
amount of upgrades that will be required in some sections of the hospital.  Items, such as 
the boiler, are 40 years old and are mandated to be replaced aloing with the HVAC.  Ron 
Farmer said a DOLA grant of $350,000 will be added to the revenue, and the hospital’s 
Foundation Group is also seeking grants to defray expenses.  “We’re using revenue bonds 
instead of general obligation bonds which would be extended to district residents,” he 
explained.  Farmer said the revenue bonds will literally put more pressure on the hospital 
to be profitable for the payoffs.  He said an earlier GLIC bond for past hospital improve-
ments is being rolled into the new annual premiums and the board believes the return on 
investment will provide the cash flow needed to make the payments.

Local contractors will be considered, according to CPI representative, Brent Morri-
son, who explained a portion of the expansion project.  “We’ve been working with PMC 
on this for the past two and a half years, so we’re pretty certain we have the details worked 
out,” he stated.  Morrison said that because more stringent building codes come into play 
for hospital construction, some outside contractors will be required when local contrac-
tors cannot be used for the project.  He said the construction will be done in five phases 
over 18 to 24 months and the hospital will still need to be operational while the project is 
underway.  The PMC board will meet on May 28 at their regular monthly meeting for a 
review and action on the bond resolution. By Russ Baldwin

Commissioners Discuss County Employee
Pot Use Legalities

Several dozen Holly High School students got to watch local government in action 
this past Tuesday, May 13, as the Prowers County Commissioners held their regular meet-
ing on the road, at the Holly Senior Citizen’s Center.  Each of the scheduled guests took 
the time to present an overview of how their department works, as well as conduct their 
regular business of the day with the commissioners.

The county employee handbook may get an overhaul, especially since Amendment 
64 passed, allowing recreational sales and use of marijuana throughout the state.  Other 
than certified medical usage, marijuana cannot be sold or grown in Prowers County, but 
employees, on their own time, like any other state resident of legal age, can consume it.  
The county has no current ruling on employee handbooks about random drug or alcohol 
testing.  Mark Dorenkamp, director of the County Road and Bridge Department, said 
his employees, because of the state CDL, must have a drug test to receive the license, but 
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MEDICAL & DENTAL 
CARE FOR ALL AGES OPEN LATE  

M-Th til 8   Same day appointments 
 Walk-in sick care Mon-Sat 8-9 am 

 Walk-in evening appts M-Th 5-7  

Medical 336-0261 
Dental 336-8445 

Adult Health 336-6976 
Pediatrics 336-6977 

Wiley Clinic 829-4286 

LAMAR
109 W. Lee Ave., Ste. 16

Lamar, CO 81052
(719) 336-8292

HOLLY
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Holly, CO 81047
(719) 537-6100

SPRINGFIELD
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Now that the flurry for health insurance is over...

Can you think of any good reason for not buying life insurance?

One that your family would understand after you have died?
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THINK LIFE!

111 West Parmenter  –  Lamar, CO 81052  –  (719) 336-5550

Advertise your Yard Sale in the Prowers Journal
Deadline to be listed in print is Tuesday by Noon

Visit Us @ theprowersjournal.com or Call 336-9095

9 miles East of Lamar at 17707 Hwy. 50
Gayla Dowen           719.336.9110

Mon. - Sat. 10am-6pm  •  Sun. 10am-5pm
Large Selection of Perennials  -  Bedding Plants  -  Herbs

Hanging Baskets  -  Vegetable Transplants  -  Shrubs
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MON-THUR: 8AM - 7PM  •  FRI: 8AM - 5PM
SAT-SUN: 10AM - 3PM

1204 S. Main St. in Lamar  –  Like us on FB
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Biolage – Bosley – Redken
Big Sexy

Tanning Lotions & Body Jewelry
High Speed & Reg. Tanning Beds

We Do Weddings!

719.336.4681
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The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

We Want Your News!
If you are a club or non-profit organization, we’d love to help you publicize your event! 

Email us at least one week prior to your event at: theprowersjournal@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook
Your alternative FREE local news source!

theprowersjournal.com
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MORNINGS:  7:00 – 8:30 AM
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Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
719.456.1339

Jeff Wittman
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Agency
Medicare Supplements
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Phone (719) 688-6462
Fax (719) 537-6086
turftack@yahoo.com
P.O. Box 218
Holly, Colorado 81047

See Us About
Insurance
Savings

Personal Service for Medicare Needs

719-316-1101 • PO Box 104 • 408 N. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO 81067

303-866-4875 • larry.crowder.senate@state.co.us

303-866-2398 • tim.dore.house@state.co.us

719-542-7550 • 129 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

719-542-1701 • 107 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

303-866-4877 • kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us

303-866-6360 • 303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net
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Obituaries
Gary Rehm - July 25, 1050 – May 13, 2014 - Funeral services for lifetime Kiowa 
County resident, Gary Rehm were held Monday, May 19, 2014 at the Lamar Christian 
Church. Burial followed in Eads Cemetery in Eads, Colorado.  For additional informa-
tion and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Laura J. Gomez - August 10, 1971 – May 14, 2014 - A celebration of Life funeral 
service for longtime Lamar resident, Laura J. Gomez, was held Tuesday May 20, 2014 at 
the Peacock Family Chapel with Greg Arzola officiating.  Burial followed in the Riverside 
Cemetery in Lamar.  For additional information and online condolences please visit the 
website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

Al Malone - August 17, 1940 – May 3, 2014 - A memorial service for longtime Wiley 
resident, Charles Alvin Malone, Jr. will be held at 10:00 am Friday May 23, 2014 at the 
Peacock Family Chapel in Lamar.  Pastor Calob Rundell of the McClave/Wiley United 
Methodist Churches will officiate the service.  Per Al’s request cremation has taken place 
and there will be no visitation.  For current information and online condolences please 
visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com.

not so for other employees.  Attorney Lefferdink told the commissioners it would be hard 
to enforce, as it does violate personal liberties on how an employee conducts their private 
lives when not at work.  There is thought to changing that and discussion on Tuesday cen-
tered on safety issues, versus personal liberties.  Marijuana remains in a person’s system far 
beyond alcohol consumption and an employe who consumed marijuana Friday evening, 
may test positive weeks later in a random test, even though they have no problem meet-
ing the demands of their job.  The commissioners felt that requesting a drug test when 
there’s reasonable suspicion of drug use for an employee could be used to compel a test.  
The other side of the coin asked what kind of safety issues would be involved for a person 
who works in a clerical department.  The matter will be studied and no immediate action 
is expected at this point.

Lanie Meyers-Mireles, Director of the Department of Human Services, had her re-
quest for TANF transfers from Baca and Montezuma Counties to her department.  As 
was explained to the students, this was an opportunity for Prowers County to purchase 
federal funding at $0.14 on the dollar, as neither of the two counties would be able to use 
their funding.  The Colorado Works transfer allowed the transfer of $40,000 from Baca 
County for a cost of $5,912 and $50,000 from Montezuma County at a cost of $7,390.

The agreement between the Kansas Department of Transportation regarding shared 
user radio services and programming with Prowers County was tabled as contractual 
points need to be ironed out.   At particular issue is a liability clause calling for indem-
nification of responsibilities should an equipment failure lead to potential lawsuits with 
regard to life and property protections.  There was also doubt if the contract could be 
signed between a state and a non-state entity, such as the county.  Attorney John Leffer-
dink said he would contact the attorney general’s office for guidelines.  Essentially, both 
emergency service departments in each of the two states would allow their two way radio 
systems to be programmed to allow response teams to literally get on the same line to 
coordinate their efforts.

In other action, Connie Cook was approved to serve on the Bristol-Granada Cem-
etery District. By Russ Baldwin

Lamar City Sales Tax Posts Another Drop 
The Lamar City Sales Tax has posted monthly declines since the start of 2014 and 

March results, collected in April, continue the disconcerting trend.  The 3% City Sales 
Tax was off 7.46% compared to last year’s monthly posting, while Use Tax was off 37.37% 
and Other Collections was down 17.24%.  Between 2013 and this year, that’s a drop for 
March of $33,011.56.

Year to Date figures show a similar decrease with City Sales Tax off 4.69% for a drop 
of $50,141.30; Use Tax is off 35.44% for the year for a drop of $43,015.04 and Other 
Collections was down 9.18% for a decline of $1,350.69.  The combined Year to Date 
amount is $1,205,468.88 collected in 2013 to this year’s figure of $1,110,961.86, a dif-
ference of $94,507.03.

Each of the 12 Retail Trade categories showed a decrease in tax revenue, comparing 
2013 to 2014, year to date.
                                             2012                         2013                        2014
Auto Parts 47,937 44,910 42,984
Building Materials 32,399 31,814 28,411
Clothing 11,778 12,191 11,375
C-Stores/Gas 32,816 32,265 31,921
Department Stores 380,085 386,120 353,272
Furniture 10,636 10,123 9,414
Grocery Stores 92,008 90,280 82,838
Motels 40,042 42,827 35,562
Liquor/Bars 34,699 35,138 30,551
Manufacturing 6,080 23,050 2,249
Restaurants 109,261 110,712 103,285
Other Retail 16,977 19,104 18,977

The decline was noted by the Lamar City Council and City Administrator, John 
Sutherland, during the Monday night council session. Sutherland said that he foresees 
no changes to the 2014 budget in light of the decline. “We’re still very healthy, and you 
need to remember that the sales tax, though important, is only one of the city’s revenue 
streams,” he explained.  Even the fact that grocery sales have dropped off by almost $8,000 
recently may reflect a drop in use or availability of food stamps which are issued on a fed-
eral level in Prowers County.  A thought was expressed that the recent closing of ALCO 
in Lamar could have contributed to a downturn in tax receipts.  This reporter contacted 
PCDI Executive Director, Lance Benninghoff on that specific issue last month, and Ben-
ninghoff said he believed the closing would not have much overall impact, as those lost 
sales would be made up at other local stores in the Lamar area. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
Thursday, May 22 - BoCC Meeting • PCDI/LPI Customer Service Seminar, 6pm, 
Cow Palace Inn
Friday, May 23 - PCDI/LPI Customer Service Seminar, 7:30am, Cow Palace Inn
Saturday, May, 24 - Lamar Swimming Pool Opens • Granada H.S. Graduation • Me-
morial Day 4H Horse Clinic, LCC
Monday, May 26 - Memorial Day, Municipal Offices Closed • Shrine Circus, Fair-
grounds, 2pm and 6pm
Tuesday, May 27 - PCDI Board Meeting, 7:30am • BoCC Meeting • Lamar City 
Council Meeting, 7pm
Wednesday, May 28 - LPI Board Meeting, Noon, Chamber of Commerce • PMC Board 
Meeting, 6pm • New Moon



Recycle Your E-Waste 
Drop off your plastic and electronic 
waste at the Lamar Thriftway park-
ing lot every 2nd and 4th Saturday 
between 10am to 2pm.  There 
is a small fee to cover the cost of 
hauling away the materials.  For 
more information, contact Shawna 
Hodge, Lamar Partnership Incor-
porated executive director at 719-
688-8073.  Materials include video 
screens, tv’s, cell phones, printers, 
computer towers, etc.

Mechanic, Senior
Under general supervision, performs a variety of 

skilled mechanical repair work to gas and diesel powered 
and automotive equipment; carries out a preventive main-
tenance program.  Must possess or be able to obtain a val-
id Colorado CDL license.  ASE certification or equivalent 
preferred.  

Applications must be received in the Human Re-
sources Office, City Complex, 102 East Parmenter, La-
mar, CO  81052-3299, by 4:00 p.m., Friday, May 23, 
2014.  Contingent upon job offer, the successful appli-
cant selected for the position will be required to take a 
pre-employment physical, drug test and provide a cur-
rent motor vehicle record. EOE

Help Wanted
Prowers County has a vacancy at Big Timbers Mu-

seum for a part-time seasonal Curator Assistant.  Appli-
cations and Job Description are available on the Prowers 
County Website: www.prowerscounty.net;  or may be 
picked up at the Prowers County Administration Office, 
301 South Main St., #215, Lamar, CO.  Deadline to 
return applications to the Administration Office is 5:00 
p.m. on May 30, 2014. EOE

Public Notice

Notice of Proposed School Budget
Notice is hereby given that a proposed budget has 

been submitted to the Board of Education of Lamar School 
District Re 2 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014 and 
has been filed in the office of the Superintendent where it 
is available for public inspection.  Such proposed budget 
will be considered for adoption at the Regular meeting of 
the Board of Education of said district at 210 West Pearl on 
June 9, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.  Any person paying school taxes 
in said district may at any time prior to the final adoption 
of the budget file or register his objections thereto. 

Board of Education • Lamar School District Re-2 
Danny Tinnes, Board Secretary

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - May 21, 2014

Real Estate 
For Rent
1, 2, and 3 bedroom apartments for rent, some remod-
eled. $365.00 to $475.00. No Pets. Ask for any rental 
concessions. 719-691-5040.

For Rent
2 bedroom house, large fenced backyard, central heat & 
air, W/D hook-up - Call 719-688-7957

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE LOCATION
313 South Fifth Street Lamar, CO; Suites Two and Three 
800 sq. Feet - All newly remodeled; Utilities Included; 
Call Lori 336-7000.

Apartment for Rent
2 Bedroom apartment in a four plex. New paint and 
carpet. Rent plus deposit and electricity. Sorry no pets. 
Storage unit. Laundry room with coin operated washer 
and dryer. Call 719-619-2680 for appointment.

Help Wanted

Community Response Team Coordinator
Domestic Safety Resource Center is hiring a part-time 
position (15 hours per week) for a Coordinated Com-
munity Response Team Coordinator (CCRT).  The 
Coordinated Community Response Team Coordinator 
(CCRT) is responsible for all aspects of CCRT coor-
dination and management providing leadership and 
facilitation of CCRT meetings to develop or enhance 
the domestic violence response of core community re-
sponders, also participation in developing and/or en-
hancing the law enforcement, criminal justice, and 
advocacy of battered women.  Please submit resume to 
Domestic Safety Resource Center at 1001 S. Main St., 
Ste 112 or PO Box 953 Lamar, CO 81052.  Position 
open until filled; Domestic Safety Resource Center is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. EOE

Filbeck Realty
Lamar, CO

336-4301   688-2044
www.filbeckrealty.com

2 Houses at
514 East Parmenter

$50,000
308 South 6th

$64,000

Hamilton County Hospital  
Seasons of Life Living Center 

If you are passionate about your 
career and want to further your 
experience in the medical field, come 
join our team at 
Hamilton 
County 
Hospital! 

Stop by for an application or e-mail 
your resume to Jean Scriven at: 
jscriven@myhch.org  

RNS 

WANTED!! 

     BONUS!! 

 $2500 Sign on Bonus for 
Acute 

 $3500 Sign on Bonus for  
Long Term Care 

Tel: 620-384-7461 

Hamilton County Hospital 

700 N. Huser St. 

Syracuse, Ks  

LCC Basketball Day Camps
LCC’s summer camps are 

quickly approaching. Monday, 
June 30th-Wednesday, July 2nd 
both Men’s and Women’s Basket-
ball will host their annual Boys 
and Girls Day Camps. The morn-
ing session (9am-12pm) is reserved 
for 1st – 5th grades. The afternoon 
session (2pm-5pm) is reserved for 
6th – 12th grades. For more in-
formation please contact Adam 
Schwartz at 719.336.1676 or Tom 
Sutherland at 719.336.1680.

 Position Open for 
Wiley Drainae District 

Board
The Prowers County 

Board of County Commis-
sioners is accepting letters of 
interest from persons who are 
residents of Prowers County 
and who either own or lease 
property in the Wiley Drain-
age District to fill one (1) po-
sition on the Wiley Drainage 
District Board. Appointed 
members serve as volunteers.

The letters of interest 
should be addressed to the 
Prowers County Board of 
County Commissioners, 301 
South Main Street, Suite 215, 
Lamar, CO 81052 and may 
also be faxed to #(719) 336-
2255 or e-mailed to ctyad-
min@prowerscounty.net. Let-
ters should be received by 5:00 
p.m. on May 30, 2014.

Summer Reading Programs
Participate in the Middle 

School Master Minds and the 
High School Nerd Herd Sum-
mer Reading Programs and 
“Spark a Reaction” and let off 
some steam this summer at the 
Lamar Public Library 

It’s all about science this sum-
mer @ Lamar Public Library 
Registration begins Tuesday, May 
27th! All programs are free!



James “Red” Heath Scholarship Awaded
Prowers County Farm Bureau is pleased to announce the recipient of its James “Red” 

Heath scholarship for high school seniors in Prowers County. To be eligible for the scholar-
ships, high school seniors filled out an application and submitted it to the Prowers County 
Farm Bureau. On the application the seniors included a list of their hobbies, organizations 
that they belonged to, and awards or recognition that they have received. They were also asked 
to describe their future goals and write an essay of at least 100 words describing what they feel 
is good and bad about agriculture in the United States. The essay also included a description 
of how they could improve agriculture in the future. 

Receiving the $500 scholarship from Prowers County Farm Bureau is Holli Pennington 
of Lamar High School. Holli is a member of the Paw Pals 4-H Club, FFA, National Honor 
Society, and a past member of Future Business Leaders of America. She has been awarded 
an Academic Letter all four years of her high school career and is an editor with the school 
newspaper.  Holli plans to attend Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado, this 
fall. While attending CSU Holli plans to major in Equine Science.

Lamar High School Class of 1964 Sponsors Two
Scholarships for Class of 2014

Members of the LHS High School Class of 1964 are planning their 50th year class 
reunion for later this year.  In recognition of this anniversary, they have established two schol-
arships and have announced the recipients of these two $1300 scholarships.   High school 
seniors Abbie E. Reed and Regina I. Westhoff, who are both bound for college here in Colo-
rado, have been selected to receive these two awards.

Both young women have excelled academically and been very active in other high school 
activities.  Both have demonstrated outstanding citizenship through their involvement and 
commitment in helping others in our community.  Through their extra effort and work, both 
also have received their Associate of Arts degrees from Lamar Community College.  Abbie is the 
daughter of Scott and Janine Reed.  Regina is the daughter of Paul and Yvonne Westhoff.

Tom L. Thompson, who is the LHS Class of 1964 Representative, says the members of 
his class are extremely proud to be able to offer these young women some help as they embark 
on furthering their education and continuing work toward achieving their life goals.  Well 
over half of the 1964 Class plan to gather in September in Lamar to reconnect and celebrate 
their graduation fifty years ago.  

These 1964 LHS Alumni will reflect on the changes that have occurred since their early days 
in Lamar.  In 1964, a postage stamp cost five cents and a loaf of bread from Marx Bakery was 
twenty-one cents.  The Ford Mustang was first introduced that year and Sony also announced 
the first VCR.  KLMR was playing music of the Beatles who had just arrived in America.

Congratulations to Abbie and Regina on their accomplishments and recognition!

LPD Citizens Academy Accepting Students for June Classes
Want to ride along with a police officer or spend a shift with the ambulance crew?  Maybe 

you just want to learn more about public safety in our community. 
The Lamar Police Department is accepting applications to attend the Public Safety Citi-

zens Academy which will start June 5th, 2014 and run until September 6th, 2014.  This 
academy will include sessions devoted to Fire and Emergency Medical Services as well as the 
traditional Police classes.  Once again, the Academy will start on June 5th. 

The academy presentations will give the participants a basic understanding of the services 
provided by police, fire, and emergency medical services.  The academy will run for 15 classes.  
Normally the sessions will run from 7 pm to 9 pm on Thursday evenings.  The class will end 
on a Saturday with a live fire exercise at the police range, a BBQ, and a high angle operation 
presented by the Fire Department. 

Applications are available now, and will be accepted until June 2, 2014. If you would like 
to attend the 2014 Citizens Academy, please come by the Police Department at 505 S. Main 
Street and pick up an application.  If you have any questions, please call the Police Depart-
ment at 719-336-4341 or ask a Lamar Police Officer or Firefighter.

CPW Offers Fly Fishing 101 Class In Springfield
SPRINGFIELD, Colo. - Have you ever wanted to learn what fly fishing is all about? 

Want to know the basics of casting, knot tying, fly selection and what you need to get 
started? Join Colorado Parks and Wildlife officers Aaron Bartleson and Mike Brown for a 
one day introductory course and begin your fly fishing adventures in Colorado.

WHO: Any beginning angler is welcome, but those 16 years or younger must be ac-
companied by an adult.

WHAT: Beginning Fly Fishing Class
WHERE: Minnick Building at the Baca County Fairgrounds in Springfield. 28500 CR 

Road 24.6 and West 9th Ave. 
WHEN: Saturday, May 24, 10 a.m - 2 p.m. 
HOW: To register, call CPW Wildlife Officer Aaron Bartleson at 719-940-3587 or 

email aaron.bartleson@state.co.us. Please include the names and ages of those attending as 
well as an address and phone number. 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife manages 42 state parks, more than 300 state wildlife 
areas, all of Colorado’s wildlife, and a variety of outdoor recreation. For more informa-
tion, go to cpw.state.co.us.

Christian Camping Experience
The 21st Annual Rolling Hills Cowboy Camp Meeting is coming up on May 

29 though June 1 at the Prowers County Fairgrounds.  This is a Christian camping 
experience for the whole family - it isn’t just for cowboys and all faiths are welcome! 
The weekend will include camping and campfire meals along with prayer time, a youth 
program, and children’s program.  Come on out to learn about Jesus, make some new 
friends and have some fun!  For more information, please call Jack Martin at 719-688-
1987 or Steve Specht at 719-688-1468. 

STEVE LAFFEY FOR CONGRESS • 1001 A EAST HARMONY RD.  PMB 507 • FORT COLLINS, CO 80525
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Vote for Republican 
Steve Laffey for US Congress

Congressional District 4

PAID FOR AND AUTHORIZED BY STEVE LAFFEY FOR CONGRESS

facebook.com/laffeyradio           @stevelaffey          www.stevelaffey.com
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Life long conservative leader
Financial expert
Producer of “Fixing America” film
Author

Husband and father of six children
Christian, homeschool family
Pro-US Constitution
Anti-Common Core
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Issued for Bid Division 7-1 Jviation, Inc. 
May 14, 2014  Project No. CDAG 14-LAA-01 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 
 

Lamar Municipal Airport 
Lamar, Colorado 

Project No. CDAG 14-LAA-01 
 
Sealed bids, subject to the conditions contained herein, for improvements to the Lamar Municipal 
Airport, Lamar, Colorado, Project No. CDAG 14-LAA-01 will be received by the Lamar Municipal 
Airport, City Administration Office, Lamar, Colorado, 81052, until Thursday, June 12, 2014, at 
10:30 a.m., and then publicly opened and read aloud. 
 
The work involved will include the following: 
 
Schedule I - PAPI Replacement 
 
The approximate quantities of major bid items involved in the proposed work are: 
 
 
Construction for this project is expected to take 14  calendar day(s).  
 
Contract Documents.  The complete set of Specifications and Contract Documents can be 
downloaded from Jviation, Inc.’s bid site (http://bid.jviation.com), beginning on May 14, 2014.  In 
order to submit a responsive bid as a Prime Contractor and to receive all necessary addendum(s) for 
this project, you must be on the Planholder’s List.  To view all planholder documents (contract 
documents, plans and addendums) you must fill out the online form located at 
(http://www.jviation.com/bidrequest). By filling out and submitting this form, you agree to be 
publicly listed on the bid site with your contact information as a planholder for all projects 
requested. It is the planholder’s responsibility to review the site for addendums and changes 
before submitting their proposal. For additional information, please contact us via email at 
bidinfo@jviation.com.  
 
*Note that contractors will NOT be automatically added to new projects. You will need to re-submit 
the online form for access to new projects. Once granted access, additional projects will use your 
same login credentials.  Note: Plan ahead when submitting the online request form and allow up to 
2 business days for approval and access to projects. 
 
Pre-Bid Conference.  A pre-bid conference will not be held for this project.  
 
Bid Conditions.  The bidder is required to provide all information as required within the Contract 
Documents.  The bidder is required to bid on all items of every schedule or as otherwise detailed in 
the Instructions to Bidders. 
 
Bids may be held by City of Lamar for a period not to exceed 60 calendar days from the date of the 
bid opening for the purpose of evaluating bids prior to award of contract. 
 
The right is reserved, as City of Lamar may require, to reject any and all bids and to waive any 
informality in the bids received.  
 

mailto:bidinfo@jviation.com


Issued for Bid Division 7-2 Jviation, Inc. 
May 14, 2014  Project No. CDAG 14-LAA-01 

All questions regarding the bid are to be directed to Joel A. Wiechmann, P.E. with Jviation, Inc., 900 
South Broadway, Suite 350, Denver, Colorado 80209, (303) 524-3030, Fax: (303) 524-3031, or email 
joel.wiechmann@jviation.com. 
 
Bid Bond.  Guarantee will be required with each bid as a certified check on a solvent bank or a bid 
bond in the amount of five (5) percent of the total amount of the bid, made payable to the City of 
Lamar. 
 
Performance & Payment Bond. The successful bidder will be required to furnish separate 
performance and payment bonds each in an amount equal to 100% of the contract price. 
 
Non-Segregated Facilities.  The successful bidder will be required to submit a certification of 
Non-segregated Facilities and to notify prospective subcontractors of the requirement for such a 
certification where the subcontract exceeds $10,000.   
 
Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative Action Requirement.  The proposed 
contract is under and subject to 41 CFR Part 60-4 and  Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 
1965, as amended, and to the equal opportunity clause and the Standard Federal Equal Employment 
Opportunity Construction Contract specifications including the goals and timetables for minority 
and female participation.   

 
Title VI Solicitation Notice:  The City of Lamar in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, 
hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively ensure that any contract entered into pursuant to 
this advertisement, disadvantaged business enterprises will be afforded full and fair opportunity to 
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of 
race, color, or national origin in consideration for an award. 
 
 

 City of Lamar  
 Lamar, Colorado 

 



Advertise Your Yard Sale Today!
Hundreds of people will be reading this insert when you 
advertise your weekend yardsale, garage or moving sale 
in The Prowers Journal. Just $5 is a great investment to 
make your yardsale a success.  Deadline for entries is 5 
pm Tuesday evening.  Call The Prowers Journal at 336-
9095 or stop in at 208 South Main Street, Lamar.

City of Lamar Stage 2 
Water Restrictions 

No Watering on Friday.  Prop-
erties East of Highway 287 
may water on Sunday, Tues-
day and Thursday.

Properties West of Highway 
287 may water on Saturday, Mon-
day and Wednesday.  Water-
ing hours are from Midnight to 
6am and from 6pm to Midnight 
on your permitted days.

Yard Sale Directory - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc.

Volume 4 - Number 1                                            May 21, 2014

Yard Sales
Yard Sales
3rd Annual Strainhurst Yard Sale, May 24th, 7am – 11am. 
206 East Cedar and 1106 South Parkview. Multiple sales 
happening within the complex. Maps of all units participat-
ing in the yard sale will be available at the maintenance build-
ing located at 206 East Cedar.

Storage Unit Sale
C & C Storage – 500 Commercial St – Lamar, CO 81052 
– Saturday, May 24 from 8am-12 Noon

Yard Sale
316 North 12th Street, Lamar - Saturday, May 24 from 
8am to ?? - Lots of baby, toddler & some kids’ clothes too! 
Some toys & adult clothes too! Free Lemonade!

Final Home Room Report for 2014
Weekend Sports Scores:

Baseball
Lamar 5 – University 1
Eaton 10 – Lamar 0
Lamar 17 – Florence 3

Sports Schedule
Baseball
May 16-24   Lamar @ 3A State Tournament at Butch
       Butler Field in Greeley

Area School Activities
Lamar
May 22 Parkview Awards
 Last Day of School
May 23 Teacher ½ work day

McClave
May 22 Preschool Field Day
 Elementary Field Day
 Junior High Field Trip to Denver
 Last Day of School
May 23 All Staff Workday
May 28-30  FFA State Convention

Granada
May 22 Teacher Workday
May 23 Teacher Workday

Holly
May 22 Elementary Track Day
 Last Day of School
 Staff Check-out Day

9/11 Tribute Wall of Honor 
Members of the nation’s military and First Respond-

ers, past and present, are invited to submit your photos 
for a Wall of Honor presentation for the 9/11 Tribute in 
Lamar on September 13, 2014.

Bring your photos with name, dates and branch of 
service to the Lamar Fire Department.  Your photos and 
information will be scanned and returned to you, or 
you may email the scanned information yourself to la-
marfire@ci.lamar.co.us.  Entries are needed now, please 
don’t delay.

Memorial Day Horse 
Clinic & Show

 The Prowers County Horse 
Committee invites all enrolled 
4-H Horse Project members 
to the annual Memorial Day 
Clinic May 24-25 at the Lusty 
Reyher facilities, 35616 CR LL, 
Wiley.  The clinic will include 
instructors, health workshops, 
horsemanship, showmanship 
and riding skills.  Registra-
tion is $40 for the first family 
member and $30 for each addi-
tional member.  Outdoor stalls 
are on a first come-first served 
basis.  Send registrations to the 
Prowers County Extension of-
fice by May 19.  A minimum of 
20 paid participants is needed by 
the May 19 deadline to have all 
the trainers.  Participants are en-
couraged to bring their campers 
as there are no restroom facilities 
or electricity provided.

Young Savage
Football Camp

The 2014 Young Savage 
Football Camp is scheduled 
for May 27-30 from 9 to 11 
am at Savage Stadium.  The 
mission of the camp is to 
expose and develop the safe 
and fundamental skills of 
the game of football, so that 
young people in our commu-
nity can learn and enjoy the 
game.  Kids going into grades 
3rd through 8th are encour-
aged to participate.  Follow-
ing the camp there will be a 
Skills Competition on May 
30 at 7 pm.  The cost is $30 
per child which includes two 
hours of instruction daily and 
a camp t-shirt.  The dead-
line for registration is May 
28.  For more information or 
to register, visit lamarpark-
sandrec.com.

Hay Day 5k
The Wiley Community Church will 
be sponsoring the Hay Day 5k on June 
21 during Wiley Hay Days.  Anyone 
and all ages are welcome to participate.  
Feel free to walk or run, jog or crawl 
your way through a 5k!  It all starts at 
7:00 am at the Wiley Park.  The entry 
fee is $10 and includes a free t-shirt for 
all participants.  You must pre-register 
to ensure that you get a t-shirt.  Pre-
register now at the Wiley Community 
Church, Brew Unto Others Coffee 
Shop or Smokin’ Willy’s BBQ. 

Help Keep Lamar 
Beautiful!

Lamar Partnership, Inc. and 
the Lamar Chamber of Com-
merce are seeking donations to 
fund the purchase of the beauti-
ful flowers that are planted in the 
95 planters throughout town.

These flowers will be planted 
by the Country Dudes & Dames 
4H Club as one of their com-
munity service projects. The 4H 
Club members and leaders serve 
this need on a volunteer basis. 
They will be planted this Sun-
day morning.

We appreciate the business-
es, civic clubs and the commu-
nity members supporting this 
project the past few years. Help 
us have another successful 
year and achieve our goal of 
$2,000.00! Call the Lamar 
Chamber at 719-336-4379 to 
pledge your support!



Law Enforcement
Case#:14L-04127 Sgt. Losa Date: Fri May 02 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to South Canal and South 9th Street on a report of an attempted suicide.  The officers ap-
plied a field dressing to the wound until the Lamar Ambulance responded to care for the wound.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-04141  Officer: C. Miller  Date: Fri May 02 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the area of Oak Dr. on a report of a subject stopping cars and asking for money.  Officer 
advised the subject soliciting was against the law.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-04148  Officer: C. Miller  Date: Sat May 03 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1100 block of South Main St. on a suicide attempt.  Subject was transported to 
hospital.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04150      Officer: J. Sherrill       Date: 05/03/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were advised of two suspicious subjects shining flashlights into an unoccupied vehicle in the 300 
block of Maxwell. Officers were unable to locate the subjects. The vehicle owner advised nothing appeared to 
be tampered with.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04170  Officer: Pierce  Date: Sat May 03 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Vincent Saldana, 59, of Lamar on obstruction and disorderly conduct charges in the 1000 
block of South Main Street. Saldana is held at Prowers County Jail on $750 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04179   Officer: K. Dewey   Date: Sat May 03, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 100 blk. of E. Beech St. for a possible theft. Around $400 was reported missing.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04207  Officer: Sharrar   Date: Sun May 04 2014-MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block E. Cedar St. on a report of an unwanted party. Officers contacted the 
party and advised him he was trespassed from the property.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04217   Officer: K. Dewey   Date: Sun May 04, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the area of S. 9th St and Canal for a suspicious noise. The parties were advised the 
sound was bullfrogs.

——————————————————————————–
14P-1141 Animal Cruelty  - 16:15:44 05/05/14 M Palacios      OHS
Deputy Palacios responded to the 9000 blk of Cnty Rd CC on a report of animal cruelty. Deputy checked the 
buffalo’s and determined no animal cruelty had taken place.

——————————————————————————–
14P-1135 Criminal Mischief-08:52:59 05/05/14 G Ibarra        ACT
Deputy Ibarra is investigating a Criminal Mischief incident in Wiley. Several windows of a vehicle were broken out.

——————————————————————————–
14P-1149 civil complaint - 13:20:30 05/06/14 G Ibarra        ACT
Deputies took a report of a possible theft of a motor vehicle in the 9000 Blk of HH.5.  Deputies are currently 
investigating this matter.

——————————————————————————–
14P-1154 Wanted Person - 16:22:31 05/06/14 G Ibarra        OHS
Deputies arrested James Rose Jr in the 31000 Blk of Cnty Rd 6.2. Rose was arrested on a Prowers County 
District Court warrant for Identity Theft with a bond of $6,000 and a Prowers County Court warrant for 
Violation of Protection Order with a No Bond. Rose is being held at the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
14P-1155 Wanted Person  - 16:34:59 05/06/14 R Manly   OHS
Senior Deputy Ron Manly served arrest warrant on Joshua A. Zavala-Rodgers at the Prowers County jail.  
Warrant was for FTC on Prowers County District Court case 2013CR200 Zavala-Rodgers held on $20,000 
cash bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04229  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Mon May 05, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 200 block of Maxwell St for a restraining order violation. Victor Gameros, 24, of 
Lamar was arrested and is being held in the Prowers County Jail on $1,500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-04231 Officer: T. Campbell Date: Mon May 05 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the 2800 blk. of Woodland Dr. for a complaint of weeds and garbage 
in a vacant lot. Officer is attempting to contact the owners.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04254 Officer: J LaCost Date: Mon May 05 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:

Officers contacted Brittany King, 22, in the 200 block of South 10th St. Brittany was arrested on an active 
warrant and transported to the Prowers County Jail and held on $1,000 cash only bond.

——————————————————————————–
14P-1159 Domestic Violence   - 10:40:00 05/07/14 G Ibarra        CAA
Deputies responded to the 31000 Blk of Cnty Rd 19 on a report of a cold domestic violence.  Uvaldo Vargas-
Gallegos was arrested for harassment and domestic violence.  Uvaldo is being held at PCJ without bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04280  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Tue May 06, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officer responded to the 1200 block of S. 13th St. for a report of child abuse. Officer wrote the mother a 
summons for county court.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-04317    Officer: Kemp   Date: 05/07/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1300 block of South 9th St. for an attempted suicide. The subject received medical 
attention.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-04323 Sgt. Losa Date: Wed May 07 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the North Gateway Park on a report of damaged property created by a vehicle driving 
recklessly.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04345   Officer: K. Dewey   Date: Wed May 07, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer was dispatched to the 1500 blk. of S. 10th St. for possible animal cruelty. This matter is being 
forwarded to Animal Control.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04347   Officer: K. Dewey   Date: Wed May 07, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Joseph Hernandez, 57, of Lamar, was arrested on a warrant in the 300 blk. of N. 3rd St. Hernandez was trans-
ported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being held on a $16,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04350   Officer: K. Dewey   Date: Wed May 07, 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of S. 10th St. and Canal Rd. for a vehicle that became high centered on the canal 
bank. Both juveniles were cited for possession of Marijuana.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04343 Officer: J. LaCost Date: Wed May 07 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Arron Castaneda, 25, of Lamar, for an active warrant.  Castaneda is held at Prowers County 
Jail on a $1,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:14L-04394 Officer: T. Campbell  Date: Thu May 08 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to 409 S. 8th St. for animal problems. Officer is in the process of con-
tacting the owners and pursuing charges.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04367 Officer: J. Inman Date: Thu May 08 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Joseph Brian Martinez in the 500 blk. of N. 6th St. in regards to two active arrest warrants out 
of Bent County. Martinez is being held at the Prowers County Jail on $1,000 and $500 bonds.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04387  Officer: Sharrar Date: Thu May 08 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Jerica Sicklebower, 20, of Lamar, was arrested on charges of driving under restraint. Sicklebower was trans-
ported to Prowers County Jail and being held on $1,000 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04389  Officer: Pierce  Date: Thu May 08 2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 500 block of West Washington Street on a report of criminal mischief. Officers 
found approximately $150 in damage had occurred to the house.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 14L-04409          Officer: Kemp             Date:05/09/2014 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of Mayhew Dr. for the report of a person knocking on the doors and windows. 
Upon arrival the subject was found to have left the area.

——————————————————————————–

Help Solve a Crime, Call the Local Tip Line
Call 719-336-1435 if you want to leave information with the Lamar Police Depart-
ment or the Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office.  The call line is available 24 hours a day 
and you will remain anonymous. The tip line records your messages and information. 
To contact an officer, call the Prowers County Dispatch Center at 719-336-3977.

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/



Stanton County 
Long Term Care 

 

Private and Double Rooms Now Available 
 

Restaurant style menu dining 
Newly remodeled facility 

 

Look up our 5-Star Rating at: 
www.medicare.gov/nursinghomecompare 

 

Call for your tour today 
Contact Marianne Mills, CNO 

620-492-6250 ext. 162 
404 N. Chestnut, Johnson Kansas 67855 

www.stantoncountyhospital.com 
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Lamar Animal Shelter Might Become
Regional Operation

The City of Lamar is in need of loving and caring individuals to 
volunteer at the Lamar Animal Shelter.  Volunteers would exercise, 
play and care for the lost and misplaced 4-legged family members while 
they are waiting to be reunited with their families.  Volunteers are not 
only needed to be friends with the lost companion members, but also 
to feed, water, clean and even answer the phone.  If you have a passion 
for animals and want to help your community, please contact the La-
mar Police Department for more information at 719-336-4341.

(Editor’s Note):  City Administrator, John Sutherland, remarked 
during the May 12 City Council meeting, that there is potential 
for future expansion and improvements at the city’s animal shelter.  
Sutherland said the Animal Assistance Foundation from Lakewood, 
Colorado, contacted Mayor Roger Stagner regarding the current status 
of the shelter and discussed potential funding for local improvements.  
Sutherland said the current shelter is undersized for the number of ani-
mals that it handles and the facilities are in great need of improvement.  
He explained, “The shelter is generally substandard and is not serving 
the community well.” The Foundation has expressed an idea that the 
Lamar shelter could be expanded into a regional facility.  Sutherland 
said the Foundation has also spoken with the Second Chance Animal 
Shelter, here in Lamar.  The AAF’s website noted that it is available for 
grant applications, but did not state that it was open to an application 
from a municipal entity.  The Foundation was created in 1975.

The Lamar shelter can hold a maximum limit of 14 dogs in the 
area provided for them.  It also has a wired fence to allow the dogs to 
get outside exercise.  The Lamar Code Enforcement Officers cared 
for 338 dogs at the shelter in 2013, and handled about 600 cases last 
year.  This includes calls for lost or found dogs, roaming or abandoned 
animals and vicious dog calls.  Sutherland noted that Lamar also has 
an on-going problem with feral cats. By Russ Baldwin



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753
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Breakfast: 6 a.m. - 10 a.m.  7 days a week
Lunch: 11a.m. - 2 p.m.  7 days a week
Dinner: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.  7 days a week

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!

World Famous

Mexican Buffet

Every Friday

5:00 -9:00

Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
in the Lounge for all Sports Events

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!

Join Us For
televised

Sporting Events!
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PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere

Commissioners Vote Resolution Opposing 
NHA Designation for S.E. CO

The Prowers County Commissioners approved a resolution op-
posing the National Heritage Area Designation proposed for south-
east Colorado.  The unanimous vote was cast this past Tuesday, May 
13, as the commissioners held their regular meeting at the Senior 
Citizen’s Center in Holly.  A number of landowners were on hand 
for this particular part of the agenda to voice their opposition to a 
heritage based conservation, preservation and compatible economic 
development plan.  The study was proposed by such organizations as 
Canyons and Plains of Southeast Colorado, National Park Service, 
the Nature Conservancy, Palmer Land Trust and Rocky Mountain 
Bird Observatory and would have covered eight southeast Colorado 
counties, including Prowers.  While the commissioners stated they 
had supported past projects of Canyons and Plains, the National 
Heritage Area entailed too much of a blanket authority which could 
infringe on private property rights and would be administered by 
non-elected officials as the management authority.

The broad-based group of property owners, from Baca and Prow-
ers County, felt they would have no voice in how they conducted their 
own affairs on their own property, which they saw being overtaken by 
non-elected officials.  They believed there was no clear cut purpose de-
veloped for the study and the plans would eventually infringe on their 
property rights.  Some land owners have already been bitten twice 
by state and local authorities, through conservation easement issues 
which saw designated land values reduced to zero with few, if any, legal 
recourses, except for protracted and expensive court battles against 
the state of Colorado and IRS.  Other land owners have seen their 
property encroached upon by the Pinon Canyon Military Maneuver 
project, an issue that has yet to be finally played out.

Rick Manzanares, Executive Director for Canyons and Plains, 
was the lone voice against the resolution, asking for a postpone-
ment of the commissioner’s vote until more information could be 
presented that would explain some of the purposes of the Heritage 
Plan in greater degree.  Manzanares stated that the NHA would not 

infringe on private property rights and had no plans to acquire private 
property or water rights or have any influence on local zoning and plan-
ning regulations.  He added that a government accounting office study 
from 2004 concluded that the 24 NHA’s approved up to that point did 
not infringe on private property rights.  Manzanares said that Canyons 
and Plains, developed in 2003, had no other purpose than to bring 
economic prosperity and development to southeast Colorado through 
heritage tourism.  Manzanares stated, “Making broad sweeping con-
clusions about the organization’s intentions after such a long history 
of service does a major disservice to the benefits of its projects to the 
region.”  He said public information meetings are being planned in the 
next few months in the 6.5 counties in southeast Colorado to explain 
how the feasibility study would be used to determine if some sections of 
the region would fall under the NHA designation.  He said that study 
has not yet begun.

About ten property owners spoke before the commissioners 
opposing the NHA project.  Diana Tixier submitted a petition of 
231 signatures in opposition to the study.  Kimee Lewis stated that 
this action would open the door for an eventual federal takeover of 
private properties as seen in the Pinon Canon situation in south-
east and south central Colorado.  Doug Melcher, said the Colorado 
Corn Growers Association was opposed to the NHA as it was too 
much blanket coverage of property and he hadn’t seen a lot of tour-
ism improvements underway.  Jillane Hixson said she believed the 
issue was more of land control than land ownership and the public 
should learn the lessons that have come from the conservation ease-
ment debacle.  She said that facts on the NHA should be avail-
able now.  Belinda Groner spoke in opposition to the NHA stating 
she saw no local oversight on how the land would be managed and 
wanted to know how the ongoing studies would be funded.  Sev-
eral other citizens voiced their opposition before the commissioners 
took their vote, the resolution  stating in part, that they believed 
that property owners, “Are concerned that the National Heritage 
Area Designation and similar initiatives will unlawfully deprive pri-
vate landowners of their constitutional right to use and enjoy their 
property.” By Russ Baldwin




