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www.frontierbankco.com
FRONTIER BANK

KELLI HESS, Loan Officer
* We’re your Hometown Mortgage Lender
* Borrow here * Pay here * Local decisions
* Local Servicing * Great Rates

Phone:  719-336-4351
Fax:        719-336-4352

200 South Main Street
P.O. Box 988

Lamar, Colorado  81052

NMLS528603

www.valleynationallamar.com

(719) 336-4381

Use our New GNB Mobile App
MOBILE BANKING
Easy & Secure

Use our New GNB Mobile App

ACE Tire Service
Specializing in All 

Your Tire & Alignment Needs

(719) 336-0403

$55 per year
home delivery
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✓ YES we are still FREE Online!
✓ YES we are still FREE at Local Drops!
✓ YES we are now offering home delivery
 for your convenience at only $55 per year!
Contact us at (719) 336-9095 for more information or

email us at theprowersjournal.com

Lamar Chamber Announces New Board Members

Three of the five candidates for positions on the Lamar Chamber of Commerce, 
Board of Directors have been selected.  Mark Carrigan, Jenna Davis and Vickie Dykes will 
become new board members and will be officially introduced during the annual January 
Chamber of Commerce Banquet.  They will replace outgoing members, Denise Carder, 
Tasha Shelton and Casey McDaniel.  Lisa Thomas is the incoming chamber president for 
2014, replacing Denise Carder and Laurie Larrick will become vice-president.

Mark Carrigan has been a Lamar resident for the past 25 years.  Carrigan is self-employed 
and has owned several businesses in Prowers County and Lamar for several years and has served 
on various local boards. Carrigan stated that it’s important that local businesses be given the 
tools and support they need to be productive and a vibrant part of our community.  Jenna 
Davis was raised in Holly and attended school in Granada.  She currently works in Lamar and 
resides in Wiley.  Davis stated that she is excited for the opportunity to contribute, be an active 
member and grow and develop mentorship through her position. Vickie Dykes is the Connec-
tions Director at Juniper Village in Lamar.  She was a former chamber board member in 2010, 
but had to resign when her employer relocated to a different county.  She says she’s happy to be 
able to serve her community again. By Russ Baldwin

City of Lamar Gains Four New Police Officers
Lamar Police Chief, Gary McCrea, introduced three new full time police officers and 

one reserve officer during the city council’s Monday night meeting, December 9. The 
officers are: Jason LaCost, Robert Sharrer, Branden Kemp and Reserve Officer Margaret 
Ausbun. Chief McCrea noted that, “It’s nice to see some local folks applying to the depart-
ment.” He said all the officers had finished a 16 week training course at the Police Acad-
emy and are in to their second week of field training with the Lamar Police Department.

Robert Bercerril, Planning and Community Development Director, displayed a new 
list of guidelines for building projects in Lamar that would require building permits. The 
one page information sheet takes an applicant through all the steps needed to obtain a 
permit, information on the need for contractor’s licenses and the criteria to determine if 
one is needed, based on the scope of the building project. Resident, Pastor Galen Burnett 
questioned the need to have a contractor conduct some aspects of local building projects, 
stating the cost increase could hamper repair jobs for some of his parishioners, which he 
is personally working on. “I can put up a retaining wall without a contractor’s fees,” he 
stated. Bercerril explained that everyone has to abide by safety codes, and the rules aren’t 
new to the community, the brochure simply explains the ordinances which have been in 
place for several years. He said that there are some guidelines that will be enforced at a 
state level, and most of the codes are built around liability issues, when work is not done 
by someone who is licensed and bonded. Bercerril said his department has some flexibility 
regarding smaller projects, and Mayor Roger Stagner added that the council will review 
some aspects of the brochure before it’s mailed to utility customers in the city.

The council approved Britina Design Group as the firm which will develop a Parks, 
Trails and Recreation Master Plan for the community. After two rounds of interviews the 
Britina Design Group was selected from five bidders for the project. The total cost of the 
Master Plan in $74,740 of which $10,000 will come from the City’s Conservation Trust 
Fund and the balance from a $1 million grant the city received earlier in the year from 
Healthy Places, Colorado Health Foundation. The grant was derived from an assessment 
of the community conducted by Urban Land Institute this past April during a week long 
visit to the community and numerous citizen interviews. Parks and Recreation Director, 
Rick Akers, said the initial study would take several months to complete.

City Administrator, John Sutherland, invited the public to an informal Library Bond 
Early Retirement observance, Monday, December 23 at 6pm at the Cultural Events Cen-
ter. The bond used to make improvements to the Lamar Library is being retired early, 
and instead of a mortgage party, the document will be shredded. Sutherland noted that 
city offices will be closed for the holidays on December 24 and 25 as well as Wednesday, 
January 1, 2014. The date for the monthly city council informal breakfast was changed to 
January 8 instead of the usual first Wednesday of each month.

Several appointments to various boards were approved by the council. City Attorney, 
Garth Nieschburg, was reapproved for a seat on the ARPA board for a four year term, 
ending December 2017. County Commissioner Joe Marble was reappointed to a five year 
term on the Community Resource and Senior Center board ending December 10, 2018. 
The council also approved the reappointment of Judge Larry Stutler as municipal judge 
for the City of Lamar for not less than two years past the approaching expiration date of 
December 31, 2013. By Russ Baldwin
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Certified Hairstylist
Haley May

Salon 719-336-9648
Text or Call 719-688-3892

THE HAIR HOUSE
207 E. Oak
Lamar, CO 81052

THE HAIR HOUSE
207 E. Oak
Lamar, CO 81052

Now offering Hair Feathers!Now offering Hair Feathers!

Salon 719-336-9648
Text or Call 719-688-3892

CORNER
FREE ICE!

with purchase
of 18 pk,
20 pk or

30 pk
of beer

Wine & LiquorWine & Liquor

Drive
Thru

Window
Mon - Thur: 8 am - 11 pm
Fri - Sat: 8 am - Midnight

Sun: Noon - 4 pm
VISA - MASTERCARD ACCEPTED

Located Near Park, Pool
Golf Course and Fairgrounds!

1201 S. Main Street
in Lamar

Large Selection of Beer, Wine & Liquor

Call (719) 336-9095 or visit theprowersjournal.com

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 

online at 
www.theprowers

journal.com

Get the latest 
local news 
everyday! Tank & Tummy

SOS Senior Center
Safeway

Corner Wine & Liquor
Burger King

Valley National Bank
HoHolly Town Depot

Green Garden Restaurant

And each Wednesday at 
these local businesses:

The Prowers Journal
Get your FREE copy of 

Be sure to read 
The Prowers Journal 

online at 
www.theprowers

journal.com

And everyday!
Frontier Bank

The Viaero Store
Perfect Ten
Pizza Hut

Holiday Inn Express
ALCO

LLCC Wellness Center
Granada City Complex

Each Wednesday from 
these local businesses: 

The Prowers Journal

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP
MEDICAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

LAMAR MEDICAL CLINIC
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-6767

WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTER
403 Kendall Drive  Lamar CO

(719) 336-3179

LAS ANIMAS FAMILY PRACTICE
215 Maple Avenue  Las Animas CO

(719) 456-6000

CONVENIENT CARE CLINIC
MORNINGS:  7:00 – 8:30 AM

EVENINGS:  5:00 – 8:00 PM

SATURDAYS:  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

COMMITTED TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN YOUR COMMUNITY!

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

valleymemorialfc.com – valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

Horber Funeral Chapel
404 Locust Ave. – Las Animas, CO 81054
719.456.1339

Like Us on Facebook
Your alternative FREE local news source!

theprowersjournal.com

719-316-1101 • PO Box 104 • 408 N. Main Street, Rocky Ford, CO 81067

303-866-4875 • larry.crowder.senate@state.co.us

303-866-2398 • tim.dore.house@state.co.us

719-542-7550 • 129 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

719-542-1701 • 107 West B Street, Pueblo, CO 81003

303-866-4877 • kevin.grantham.senate@state.co.us

303-866-6360 • 303-866-6360 • greg@gregbrophy.net

Public Safety Citizens Academy Starts in January
Want to ride along with a police officer or spend a shift with the ambulance crew?  

What about taking a tour of the fire department?  Here is your chance to learn more about 
public safety in our community. 

The Lamar Police Department is accepting applications to attend the Public Safety Cit-
izens Academy that begins Thursday, January 9, 2014.  This academy will include sessions 
devoted to Fire and Emergency Medical Services as well as the traditional Police classes.   

The academy presentations will give participants a basic understanding of the ser-
vices provided by police, fire and emergency medical services in the City of Lamar.  The 
academy will run for 14 weeks.  Normally, the sessions will run from 7pm to 9pm on 
Thursday evenings.  The classes conclude on Saturday, April 12, with a live fire exercise at 
the police range.  A barbecue and a high angle operation will be presented by the Lamar 
Fire Department as well. 

Applications are now available and will be accepted until Monday, January 6, 2014.  
If you would like to attend the 2014 Citizens Academy, come by the Lamar Police Depart-
ment at 505 South Main Street and pick up an application.  Call the department with any 
questions at 719-336-4341 or ask a Lamar Police Officer or Firefighter.  Applicants must 
be at least 18 years of age and will be subjected to a background check.

Upcoming Events
Lee J. Centner - September 8, 1918 – November 30, 2013 - Funeral services for long-
time Lamar resident, Lee J. Centner, were held Saturday December 7, 2013 at the Peacock 
Family Chapel in Lamar.  Pastor Manuel Tamez officiated and burial followed in the Fair-
mount Cemetery in Lamar.  For additional information and online condolences please 
visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com. 
Rita M. Oberwortmann - November 22, 1924 – December 5, 2013 - A Funeral Lit-
urgy for Harlingen, TX resident and, formerly, a longtime Lamar resident, Rita M. Ober-
wortmann, will be held at 10:00 AM, Thursday, December 12 at the Peacock Family Chapel 
with Reverend Charlie Sena as celebrant. A Rite of Committal will follow at Fairmount 
Cemetery.  For online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuneralhome.com. 
James L. Sisneros - October 2, 1964 – November 30, 2013 - Funeral services for James 
Sisneros will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 13, 2013 at Horber Funeral Cha-
pel in Las Animas, Colorado with Pastor Jack Martin officiating.  Interment will follow at 
the McClave Cemetery.  Visitation will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, 
December 12, 2013.  For more information or to leave online condolences please visit 
www.horberfuneralchapel.com.

Frigid Temps for Parade of Lights 
Cold temperatures reduced the number of sidewalk viewers for the annual Parade of 

Lights in Lamar this past Friday, December 6. Most visitors downtown were either in their 
cars along Main Street or inside a business where they could watch in warmth.

Chamber of Commerce board members made a last-minute change of plans by hav-
ing the parade route end at the chamber offices on East Beech Street, and Santa Claus 
met with area youngsters inside the meeting room instead of Santa’s workshop. Santa and 
Lamar Mayor Roger Stagner did officially turn on the tree lights to the Enchanted For-
est, so those immune to 15 degree temperatures could take a stroll through the Forest to 
enjoy the lights.

This year’s theme, “Through the Eyes of a Child” showcased some youthful float 
entries and the top three winners were ‘Candyland’ by SDS, followed by Parkview El-
ementary School and third place went to Feathers, the giant goose decoy entered by the 
Lamar Honkers.

The artic like weather prompted one other change for the evening. The traditional 
windmill lighting ceremony for the Lamar Area Hospice was moved from Main Street at 
the railroad crossing to indoors at the Hospice headquarters on West Olive Street for an 
open house. By Russ Baldwin

Holly Trustees Set 2014 Budget,
Delay 4 Day Work Week Action

 The annual 2014 budget for the Town of Holly, as outlined by Administrator Mar-
sha Willhite, included various town services such as administrative, fire, police, streets, 
library, recreation and utility departments.  The mill levy for 2014, which also was passed 
by a resolution vote, has not changed at 28.866 mills and has stayed constant for several 
years.  The assessed valuation for the town has increased by $33,530 from $2,385,815 to 
$2,419,345.  Property taxes will show a small increase of $968 from $68,869 to $69,837.  
Total cash for the 2014 budget is projected to decrease by $7,716 to $835,821 as of the 
end of 2014. 

Trustees were divided on their opinions for a proposed ten hour, four day work week 
for municipal employees.  Under the proposal, the town clerk’s office would be closed on 
Friday and the weekend, on-call list of employees for emergency services would be in op-
eration for future Fridays. The clerk’s office would be open later during the work week, to 
provide time for residents to conduct business past 5pm.  Several trustees stated they had 
heard from their constituents who were opposed to the four day schedule.  Salary sched-
ules would not be altered under the proposal.  Proponents stated that employees would be 
able to conduct personal business on Friday, instead of taking time off during the regular 
work week.  The four day proposal will be separated from the Personnel Policy Resolution 
and the remaining items will be discussed during the January meeting. 

The other resolutions were passed by the trustees including setting their meeting 
days for the first Wednesday of each month for 2014, with a January 1st exception for the 
holiday; eliminating the Capital Projects Fund for lack of a revenue stream; adopting the 
budget and appropriation of sums of money for the various funds and spending agencies 
in the town and setting the property tax levy for the new year.  The trustees also approved 
the re-appointment of David Willhite to the ARPA board of directors through December, 
2017.  The $59,000 remaining in the Capital Projects Fund will be transferred to the 
town’s Utility Reserve. 

The trustees postponed discussion on two areas; guidelines for reimbursement for 
building permits until more information was available on how other communities handle 
those situations and the pending electric rate study for GP Irrigated Farms LLC.   Ad-
ministrator Willhite said NMPP, Nebraska Municipal Power Pool, is conducting a cost 
analysis study and their findings are not complete at this time.  In other action, the Liquor 
License Renewal for J.R.’s Country Store was approved.  The next trustees meeting will be 
held, Wednesday, January 8, 2014. By Russ Baldwin

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 12 - County Commissioners Meeting, County Courthouse
Friday, December 13 - Prowers County Conservation District Pond Study, 1-4pm in 
the LCC Lecture Hall • 2nd Annual Holiday Gift Bazaar, 10am to 6pm at the Shore Arts 
Center
Saturday, December 14 - Holiday Craft Fair, 8am to 2pm at the Lamar Senior Center 
• Wreathes Across America, 10am at the Fairmount Cemetery • 2nd Annual Holiday Gift 
Bazaar, 9am to 3pm at the Shore Arts Center
Tuesday, December 17 - Bonfils Lamar Area Blood Drive, Lamar Christian Church • 
Prowers Lodging Tax Panel, 4pm at the Cow Palace Inn
Wednesday, December 18 - LPI Incorporated Monthly Meeting, Noon at the Lamar 
Chamber Office



LPD Notice
The Lamar Police Department 
receives found property on a con-
tinual basis that includes bicycles, 
cell phones, keys, driver’s licenses 
and numerous other items. These 
items are kept for 6 months in an 
attempt to locate the owners. We 
encourage persons with lost prop-
erty to contact the police depart-
ment Monday through Friday 
from 8 am to 3 pm at 336-4341.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - December 11, 2013

Help Wanted
Mechanics, Service Writer
Ports to Plains is hiring mechanics and a service writer 
for our shop. Must have a clean driving record and pass a 
pre-employment drug test. Pick up an application in the 
c-store or shop and apply in person to Bruce in the main 
office.

Real Estate
Professional Office Location
313 South Fifth Street Lamar, CO; Suites Two and Three 
800 sq. Feet - All newly remodeled; Utilities Included; 
Call Lori 336-7000

For Sale

Fresh Cut Christmas Trees
Christmas trees fresh cut on November 30 are for sale at 
809 East Olive (Hanagan’s Market).  Hours are 2-6pm 
Monday through Friday and 12-6pm on Saturday and 
Sunday.

The Work Shop/Craft’s Design
Antiques, Furniture, Wild Life Décor, elk & deer horn 
lamps, western décor, yard art & much more. Open 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM or 
call for appointment. Call Kathie Payne at 688-1968 or 
Frankie McCaslin at 336-3149. Store Located at 10 Aus-
tin Road, off of Memorial Dr. – watch for signs.

Miscellaneous
PUBLIC NOTICE
At the direction of the Lamar City Council certain build-
ing and construction permit fees have been reduced. Be-
ginning January 1st, 2014 certain specialty construction 
projects (e.g. fences, excavation, and concrete work) are eli-
gible for the newly reduced building permit fees. As stated 
in City of Lamar Municipal Code, all property owners are 
required to obtain a building permit prior to commencing 

Prowers Journal
The Filbeck Realty

719-336-4301
 
311 East Walnut      $35,000

308 South 6th          $66,500

804 South 14th        $77,500

Golden Arrow Motel $80,000

work (e.g. replace water heater, install sprinkler system, or 
remodel a room) on any property. Please note that some 
exemptions apply. Please feel free to come by the Building 
Department or call (719) 336-2085 for more information. 
Respectfully, The City of Lamar Building Department

The Prowers Journal 
Would Make a Great 

Holiday Gift 
A subscription to The Prow-
ers Journal would make a great 
Christmas Gift.  Out of town 
friends and relatives will ap-
preciate keeping up with local 
events each week.  You’ll get 
the Police Report, Classifieds, 
School Sports and Schedules, 
Obituaries and News Events 
from Prowers County Com-
munities. Just $55 will pur-
chase a weekly edition of The 
Prowers Journal for a year, 
mailed anywhere in the conti-
nental United States.  Call or 
email to get your subscription 
gift sent for the holidays.  Call 
719-336-9095 or email your 
purchase request to theprow-
ersjournal@gmail.com.

Fond Farewell Linda!
Please join the staff at Prowers 
County Department of Social 
Services in a Come & Go to 
wish a Fond Farewell to out-
going director Linda Fairbairn 
from to 2pm to 4pm on Fri-
day, December 13 in the Mez-
zanine at the Department of 
Social Services building.

Online Donations to 
Salvation Army

The Lamar Salvation Army Bell 
Ringers welcome you to use our 
online donation kettle through 
which you can make a larger do-
nation or use a credit card. 90% 
of your online donation stays in 
Prowers County and the more 
you help us the more we can help 
others. Donate today by visiting 
www.onlineredkettle.org/lamar-
cobellringers/

Religious Items for Sale
On Thursday, December 12, 
2013, The Guadalupe Society will 
be selling religious items.  Visit 
the St. Cletus Hall of St. Francis 
de Sales/ Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Catholic Church located at 600 
East Parmenter in Lamar from 
8:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m or from 
7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. This is 
the day Lamar Parish Catholics 
will be celebrating the Feast of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

!"#$%&'#($)*%(#"+,&
-./#0.&12&3+4+#

!"#$%&'()#)&*+,#&-#.&//*01+2#3%4567

51&014(&+,6&.(+#&7(89&71#*
:/,6+*&;&<<=>>&+949

.&/8#,8%9#*)#'8%8$:;+8#.,:1)+/;)#
;+#;#<98'1;%#.,:1)+/;)#=>8#<8:>1'8#

)+;:+105#;+#??@AA#96/6#B8'6#CD

<<<>&:9&?%.&:%9&@&AA?BC>DE

Fire Department Incident Reports
Saturday, December 7 - At 3:16am on December 

7, fire crews were dispatched to Wal-Mart at 1432 East 
Olive Street in Lamar on report of arcing, shorted electri-
cal equipment.  Upon arrival at the scene, fire personnel 
found no outward signs of fire.  Once inside, they were 
shown to the point of ignition by the manager and were 
able to smell a hot smell.  The point of ignition was an 
outlet inside the deli cooler which had a temperature of 
115 degrees Fahrenheit that had sparked but was no longer 
on fire.  Fire personnel examined the breakers and noted 
several fire code violations, but found no hot spots.  They 
attempted to find the breaker and shut down power to the 
cooler but were unsuccessful.  They checked for fire exten-
sion down the wall and for heat behind the cooler but 
found none.  The outlet did not appear to be actively arc-
ing while fire personnel were present.  Captain Burkhart 
attempted to get the outlet to arc and duplicate the earlier 
fire but was unsuccessful.  The management was advised 
to call emergency services if the oulet ignited again.

Tuesday, December 3 - At 4:26 pm on Decem-
ber 3, fire personnel were dispatched to 401 South 3rd 
Street in Lamar on report of visible smoke and a smoke 
smell.  Upon arrival at the location, fire crew found that 
smoke was present but that it was coming from a stove 
flue.  The occupant stated that he had just lit his wood 
burning stove and used tar paper which caused the heavy 
smoke.  The stove was deemed proper and usable.  Fire 
personnel gathered information and departed the scene.

Thursday, December 5 - At 3:17 am on December 
5, fire crews were dispatched to a vehicle accident located 
at 211 North 3rd Street in Lamar for general cleanup.  
Upon arrival at the scene fire personnel found the ve-
hicle, a white Chevy Impala, resting on its top with one 
occupant inside.  The occupant was out of the vehicle 
before extrication was required.



“Esparanza Jaime teaches three classes a day on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and we’ve seen continued 
interest in those lessons.”  High Plains Community Health Center and Prowers Medical Center also 
offer assistance, from classes on family nutrition to contributing $100 a month for snacks. 

Hammer said the community’s support has been instrumental in maintaining the core proj-
ect for the past eight years.  “Charlie Ferris and Eagle Scout volunteers have worked with the 
students in cleaning up our playground, Cindy Vigil is holding a seminar on drug prevention, 
Angel Madrid is working with students on the Why Try Program, Gary Hammer and Connie 
Jacobsen are working on our non-profit status, Karen Vopel and the Spirit Foundation continue 
to assist us as well as students from the National Honor Society and LCC Softball players,” Ham-
mer added. 

She said if there were sufficient funds in the future, she’d add more instructors for the students, 
and she and the volunteers have assured the kids that Project HOPE will be there for them in the 
future.  At present they have until the end of September, but hope to have word on future funding 
before that end date.  Hammer said their second chili supper is planned for January 30 and hopes 
the community and families will come out for the activities that night. By Russ Baldwin

10th Annual Fantasy Tree Provides Entertainment & Funding 
The tally isn’t official yet, but almost $9,000 has been collected so far from the November 

23 Fantasy Tree Celebration held at the Lamar Elks Lodge.  Lisa Thomas, committee chairman, 
said the group hoped they could reach the $10,000 level in honor of their tenth year.  The funds 
come from the annual auction of decorated Christmas trees and wreaths, as well as donated items 
from a live and silent auction conducted by auctioneer, Rob Morlan.

The Domestic Safety Resource Center is the benefactor of the proceeds, using the money to 
help support the ‘safe house’ which is used by families in need from a four county region.  The 
Center is grant funded, so additional funds from the Fantasy Tree committee have been used to help 
maintain operating costs of the house, from furnishings to utilities to new weatherized windows.

What makes the Fantasy Tree event so special is that the trees and wreaths are donated by area 
businesses or individuals and decorated in a unique manner.  Some of this year’s standouts includ-
ed all-white Christmas trees decorated to resemble Frosty the Snowman, or even the Grinch Who 
Stole Christmas.  Some businesses or groups have used themes that represent their interests.

Those who attended enjoyed free hors d’oeurves, an open bar for beer and wine and various 
forms of entertainment, from holiday dancers from All the Right Moves, to Main Street Bell Ring-
ers, and a live band to round out the evening with music and dancing with the Jeffrey Allen Band.

Attendees can also cast their ballots for the People’s Choice Award for tree and wreath, which 
was won this year by Colorado East Bank and Trust and Jillian Tinnes from New York Life sub-
mitted the winning wreath. By Russ Baldwin

Saturday Observance for Annual Wreaths Across America at 
Fairmount Cemetery

10:00 AM Saturday December 14th, 2013 at the Fairmount Cemetery, Veteran’s Section will 
be our 3rd annual Wreaths Across America Day Ceremony. It began as The Arlington Wreath 
project started by Morrill Worcester in 1992 with the donation and laying of 5000 Christmas 
wreaths at Arlington National Cemetery. It was relatively obscure until 2005 when a photo of 
the stones adorned with wreaths and covered in snow circulated around the internet.  The project 
received National attention. In 2006 over 150 State & National cemeteries held wreath laying 
ceremonies simultaneously. By 2008 over 300 locations held wreath laying ceremonies in every 
state, Puerto Rico and 24 overseas cemeteries.  Over 100,000 wreaths were placed on veterans 
graves. Over 60,000 volunteers participated. Now the opportunity to adorn every hero’s grave 
has been made available to our community through the efforts of Peacock Funeral Home the 
exclusive Veterans & Family Memorial Care Provider for Lamar, Colorado.

WAA reaches out to thousands of children each year with the message of Remember, Hon-
or and Teach.  The importance of honoring each fallen serviceman/woman as an individual is 
stressed. The wreath laying is now held each year on the second Saturday of December and was 
unanimously voted by the US Congress as “Wreaths Across America™ Day”. By offering spon-
sorships to the public, Wreaths Across America hopes that one day every veteran’s resting place 
will be adorned with a wreath for the holiday season.
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Lamar Utility Board to Clarify General Service
Large Classifications 

The Lamar Utility Board passed several resolutions Tuesday, December 10, as the board held 
their final meeting of 2013.  Resolution 13-12-05 clarifies the availability section in the General 
Service Large Rate sheet, as it is available to all Non-Residential customers that carry an electric 
Demand Load greater than 40kW to 399 kW.  Light Plant Superintendent Houssin Hourieh 
explained that a first and second ordinance will have to be published as a matter of public record, 
and following a second reading, the ordinance is expected to be approved at the first meeting in 
2014.  Basically, customers that have a demand charge  of 40kW or lower will not be subjected 
to an energy audit, but those who go over that power consumption threshold will be open to 
future audits. 

A resolution on Interest Rates on Customer Deposits was approved per PUC regulations.  It 
is based on a 12 month average of customer rates and for 2014, the rate will be 0.34%.  Another 
housekeeping resolution was adopted regarding a modification of the Charter Appropriation to 
the City of Lamar for 2014.  The new rate for 2014 has been calculated at $0.0198 and based 
on an average of 12 months sales, the amount sent to the City of Lamar will be $1,645,167.  
Hourieh said this has increased from the previous year rate of $0.0174. 

Revenue and power sales through November show that retail sales are 9.9% lower than 2012.  
Total Sales of electricity are approximately 6.3% lower than last year.  Year to date commercial 
sales are down 5.4%, irrigation sales are off about 45.5% and residential sales are up about 
0.65%.  The next Lamar Utility Board Meeting is set for January 14, 2014. By Russ Baldwin

Funds Needed to Continue Project HOPE
Project HOPE at the Lincoln School in Lamar is seeking new funding to continue opera-

tions for area youngsters when its four year Juvenile Assistant Grant runs out next September.  
“Each of the four years has less money allocated than the year before,” said Lori Hammer, the 
only full time employee at Project HOPE.  As its director, she coordinates activities among the 
other part-time employees, volunteers and children, as many as 127 a day who rely on the Teen 
Center for after school activities and some meals. 

Hammer said new sources of funding are required at this point, “The JAG funding can-
not be renewed, so we need to develop new sources for continued funding, at least $80,000 to 
$90,000 a year to cover all expenses, from salaries to office supplies to materials for the students 
that aren’t donated by the community.  “We’re in the process of applying for our non-profit 
501C-3 status which should help, as well as creating a Master Plan of operations which will also 
be presented when we apply for future grants,” she explained. 

Hammer and Anita Zavala, a part time employee, said the basis on the JAG funding was to 
develop a broad-based prevention and substance abuse program for the students who are between 
10 to 16 years old on average.  Zavala said, “We got busy in the first quarter with about 135 to 
145 students coming to us after school each day.”  Hammer added that the numbers have fallen 
off to about 125 to 130 at this point, but it still makes for a full day of activities.  “We’re open 
from 4pm to 8pm Monday through Thursday and on Friday we have two sessions, 8am to 11am 
is for activities and from 1pm to 4pm is homework,” she explained.  Some activities are seasonal 
such as constructing working model rockets using plastic tubing and two liter soda bottles and 
some household chemicals.  Others include working with clay, digital artwork, yo-yo instruction, 
cooking and crocheting.    

“We’re going into our second year for the neighborhood garden, “Hammer said, explaining 
one of the more ambitious projects the students have undertaken.  The city and county provided 
some infrastructure and Susan Hanson has worked to educate the kids on the basics of starting 
and maintaining a vegetable garden.  A new batch of seedlings will soon be set to provide the 
second year’s growth in the garden, just north of the school on North 10th Street.  Hammer said 
it became a neighborhood project, “People on all sides of us took an interest in what the students 
were doing and volunteered to help water the garden.”  Kids took home vegetables they had 
grown and some produce was consumed at the school as part of the cooking program. 

“One project that’s been ongoing is the ESL classes that will resume in January,” Hammer said.  



Letter to the Editor 
Policy

The identity of the letter writer 
must be verified before pub-
lication.  Phone numbers will 
not be published, but are used 
to verify identity of the letter 
writer.  Letters may be edited 
for grammar, length and civil-
ity.  No third party letters will 
be published.  The publication 
of a Letter to the Editor does 
not constitute an endorsement 
of the writer’s comments by 
The Prowers Journal or Rob-
inson Printing, Inc.  Due to 
space consideration, Letters to 
the Editor may be published 
online, but not necessarily in 
our Wednesday newsletter. Let-
ters may be sent to The Prowers 
Journal, 208 South Main Street, 
Lamar, CO. 81052. We invite 
your comments on our Face-
book page. 

Food Pantry Donations
Donations to the Holly Minis-
terial Food Pantry can be made 
to P.O. Box 549 in Holly, Colo-
rado, 81047.  The food pan-
try is open between 11am and 
2pm on the fourth Friday of 
each month at 124 South Main 
Street in Holly.  Call Pastor 
Kurtis Klinghammer for more 
information at 719-537-6060.

Sports Scores
Girls Basketball
Lamar 75 – Burlington 29
Cheyenne Wells 38 – Wiley 31
McClave 52 – Las Animas 38
Granada 61 – Manzanola 14
Holly 44 – Springfield 43
Holly 60 – South Baca 49

Boys Basketball
Burlington 49 – Lamar 40
Cheyenne Wells 57 – Wiley 36
McClave 54 – Rocky Ford 34
McClave 60 – Las Animas 33
Springfield 41 – Holly 36
Holly 66 – South Baca 61

Sports Schedule 
Basketball
Dec 12 Lamar @ La Junta Tournament
 McClave @ Wiley
Dec 13 Lamar @ La Junta Tournament
 Granada @ Holly
Dec 14 Lamar @ La Junta Tournament
 Granada @ Wiley
 Hi-Plains @ McClave

Wrestling
Dec 12 Florence @ Lamar
Dec 13 Holly @ Ulysses Tournament
Dec 14 Lamar @ Pueblo East
 McClave @ Limon Tournament
 Holly @ Ulysses Tournament

Area School Activities 
Lamar
Dec 12 Middle School Beginning Band Concert at 7pm in
 the LHS Auditorium
Dec 16 High School Jazz Band, Choir, and Noteables
 Concert at 8pm
 Washington Christmas Concert at 6:30pm at the
 Community Building
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Wiley HS Alumni
Updating Info.

Wiley High School Alumni will 
host the 5 year reunion in June 
2014. We have about half of the 
almost 2000 addresses updated. 
If you attended Wiley School 
please send your Date Gradu-
ated- Name- Address- Phone- 
spouse name- email address  to 
Joann Burke 217 East Second 
Street Hasty CO 81044 or email 
ajburke@cminet.net.

Toys for Tots in
Full Swing

Toys for Tots is back and seeking 
donations! Donations of toys for 
ages newborn to 16 years of age 
will be greatly appreciated. Please 
take care when selecting items for 
donation to make sure they are 
clean and in good shape.  A good 
rule of thumb is to donate items 
that you would be willing to give 
your own kids or grandkids. Do-
nations of soaps and travel size 
shampoo are welcome as well; 
they help with stocking stuffers. 
Volunteers are always welcome! 
The workshop will be open 
Nov. 4 through Christmas Eve. 
Someone will be there to accept 
donations from 6-9pm Monday 
through Thursday. Donations 
of toys or cash can be mailed or 
taken to 1208 S. 5th in Lamar or 
7345 US Hwy 50 (Paul’s Body 
Shop).  For more info, contact 
Darlene Lopez at 719-336-9018 
or 719-688-0617.

Dec 17 Parkview Christmas Concert at 7pm at the
 Community Building
Dec 18 Sick Leave Bank Board Meeting at 6:30am

Wiley
Dec 13 K-2 Basketball Skills 8-9am
 3-6 Basketball Skills 9-10am
 Staff Christmas Party
Dec 16 Music Program at 6:30pm
Dec 17 7-12 Finals Testing
Dec 18 7-12 Finals Testing

McClave
Dec 13 Junior High Knowledge Bowl at Springfield
Dec 16 FFA & FBLA Holiday Party
 Winter Sports Pictures
Dec 17 FFA & FBLA Canned Food Drive Ends
 Holiday Program at 6:30pm
Dec 18 Elementary Caroling at 10am

Granada
Dec 12 Elementary Christmas Program at 6:30pm
Dec 13 Elementary Book Share
 Junior High Knowledge Bowl at Springfield
Dec 16 Christmas Around the World

Holly
Dec 12 Club/Group Pictures
 Winter Sports Pictures
 Northwestern Kansas Tech Representative Visit at 9am
Dec 13 Junior High Knowledge Bowl at Springfield
Dec 16 Music Rehearsal 9:30-11am
Dec 17 Music Rehearsal 2:30-4pm
 K-12 Music Concert

Yoga at the  
Community Building

Yoga classes are held every Thurs-
day evening from 7-8pm.  All 
skill levels are welcome! Yoga can 
help with stress management, 
improve flexibility, increase 
strength, improve balance, im-
prove breathing, and help main-
tain a healthy heart! For more 
information, call 336-2774.

Recycle Ink Cartridges
Recycle your used computer printer ink cartridges at the 
Lamar Senior Center on East Olive Street.  The Lamar 
Eagles send the cartridges in for reimbursement and use the 
funds for scholarships for local high school seniors.

Steve Desmond
The Lamar Community Church of 
the Nazarene will be hosting Steve 
Desmond, a Christian Vocalist from 
Greeley, Colorado, on Sunday, De-
cember 15th at 10am.  Formerly a 
Senior Pastor for 10 years, Desmond 
now sings and speaks in hundreds 
of venues across the nation’s mid-
west.  All ages will enjoy the great 
variety of music, Desmond’s love for 
God, and his gift of bringing laughter 
and encouragement.  For more infor-
mation or for a ride, call 688-9116



VLaw Enforcement
Case#: 13L-11335   Officer: K. Dewey   Date: Fri Nov 29, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer was dispatched to the 500 blk. of S. 8th St. for a juvenile riding a mini bike in the roadway. The 
8-year-old walked the bike back home and returned to his parents.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11340  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Fri Nov 29, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 200 block of E. Cedar for a subject who stated they were concerned about the “reck-
oning.” Officers contacted the subject who stated they just wanted law enforcement to be aware.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11346  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Fri Nov 29, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers located Shawn Austin, (42), of Lamar, who was being sought for a domestic violence incident. Austin 
was taken into custody and transported to Prowers County Jail where he is being held on no bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11360 Officer: J Inman Date: Sat Nov 30 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers impounded a vehicle in the 600 blk. of N. Main St. for fictitious plates, displaying expired plates, and 
operating an uninsured vehicle. The driver was issued a summons and his license was placed under suspension.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11362 Officer: J. Inman Date: Sat Nov 30 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Kathy Lucien in the 100 blk. of E. Oak St. on the charges of DWAI. Kathy is being held on 
$750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11374   Officer: P. Wilson   Date: Sat Nov 30 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Joseph Salzer (40) was arrested for trespassing and other charges. Salzer was transported to the Prowers County 
Jail and held on a $500.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11389   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sun Dec 01, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 700 blk. of S. 7th St. for criminal mischief. Approximately $800.00 in damage 
was reported.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11391   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Sun Dec 01, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Arita Cisneros, 30, of Lamar was arrested in the 700 blk. of Beech St. for an active warrant. Cisneros was 
transported to the Prowers County Jail where she is being held on a $4,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11398  Officer: M. Harris  Date: Sun Dec 01, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1900 block of S. 8th St. for a report of BB’s being shot at a house from a vehicle. No 
vehicle description was given and officers did not locate any vehicles in the area.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11404 Sgt. Losa Date: Mon Dec 02 05:27:45 MST 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted a subject in the 400 block W. Washington St. The subject was arrested for possession of a 
controlled substance and is held on $4,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
13P-3148 Litter/Pollution/Public Health 10:30:18 12/02/13 S Zordel        OHS
Deputy took a report of someone dumping coyote skins in the area of CR Ll and CR 9.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11410  Officer: J. Jenkins  Date: Mon Dec 02, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 1200 block of South 11th Street for a theft of utilities.  Brian Lohse, 46, Lamar was 
arrested for tampering and held on a $750 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:13L-11473 Officer: T. Campbell Date: Wed Dec 04 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Code Enforcement Officer responded to the area of S.10th St. and W. Pearl St. for an individual beating their 

dog with a leash. Upon arrival officer was unable to locate anyone fitting the description in the area. Officer 
took a statement from the reporting party.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11417  Officer: J. Jenkins  Date: Mon Dec 02, 2013- MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the 400 block of North Main Street for a report of defrauding an inn keeper. The 
incident is under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11421  Officer: J. Jenkins  Date: Mon Dec 02, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to a burglary in the 400 block of South Fifth Street.  Approximately $685 of property was 
reported missing.

——————————————————————————–
13P-3156 Fraud    14:36:20 12/03/13 R Manly         ACT
Senior Deputy Zordel received information concerning a mail scam. Mail was postmarked South Africa, and 
was a check for a sweepstakes, resident did not cash the check and turned it into the Office.  Prowers County 
Citizens should be aware of mail scam for sweepstakes they have not entered, as a reminder.

——————————————————————————–
13P-3161 Traffic Hazard                 19:54:12 12/03/13 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputy Rodriguez responded to the area of Cnty Rd CC and Hwy 287 on a report of tumbleweeds on the 
roadway.  The tumbleweeds were as high as the hood of the patrol car and completely covered the county road.  
Road & Bridge were notified of the traffic hazard.

——————————————————————————–
13P-3162 Agency Assistance              20:33:49 12/03/13 R Rodriguez     OHS
Deputies responded to the 600 blk of S. 4th St. in Lamar to assist LPD with a suicidal subject.  The subject cut 
himself and ran from the residence.  Deputies later located the subject.  LPD handled the investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11444 Officer: J. Inman Date: Tue Dec 03 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Wayne Tombleson, age 19, in the 500 blk. of N. 9th St. on an active arrest warrant out of 
Prowers County. Tombleson is being held on $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11445 Officer: J. Inman Date: Tue Dec 03 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Elvis Deleon in the 1800 blk. of S. 10th St. on an active arrest warrant out of Prowers County. 
Deleon is being held on $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11455   Officer: K. Dewey   Date: Tue Dec 03, 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Adam Olivas, 19, of Lamar was arrested in the area of S. 6th St. & W. Pearl St. for vandalism. Olivas was 
transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being held on a $750.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11484   Officer: P. Wilson  Date: Thu Dec 05 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Micah Middleton (32) on an active warrant and other charges. Middleton was transported to 
the Prowers County Jail and held on two $4,000.00 bonds.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11486  Officer: Pierce  Date: Thu Dec 05 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Corey Tiller, 24, of Lamar in the 500 block of North 1st Street. Tiller is held at Prowers 
County Jail on $1000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11487 Officer: J Inman Date: Thu Dec 05 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Kevin Tiller, age 48, in the 500 blk. of N 1st St. on an active arrest warrant. Tiller is being 
held on $1,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11494 Officer: J Inman Date: Thu Dec 05 2013 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 blk of N 3rd St. for a rollover accident.  Amy Smith, age 33, was arrested on 
charges of DUI and DUID.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 13L-11505      Officer: J. Sherrill       Date: 12/05/2013-MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were advised of an unwanted party in the 1200 block of S. Main St. The party had already cleared the 
area. Management requested the subject be permanently banned from the business.

——————————————————————————–
13P-3184 Court Mittimus                 19:15:51 12/06/13 D Ausbun        OHS
Joseph Robert Salazar, age 40, of Lamar, began serving a 53 day sentence imposed by the Prowers District 
Court for Second Degree Motor Vehicle Theft and Driving Under Restraint.

——————————————————————————–
13P-3187 Disturbance                    16:24:32 12/07/13 JE Weisenhorn   ACT
Detention Staff handled a fight in A-pod between inmates. No injuries to inmates or Staff and inmates were 
put into administrative lockdown.

——————————————————————————–
See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com/police-reports/

Triple A Detail
Adam Morales, Owner

207 E. North St.
Lamar, CO 81052

Shop 719-688-1691
Adam 719-688-1517

tripleagutters@hotmail.com

Professional

Auto Detailing

Oil Changes

Window Tinting 

Much More!



The Prowers Journal
Volume 3, Number 43                           December 11, 2013

LiveWell Prowers County Reviews 
Successful Year

“Now that we’ve become more visible through our community ori-
ented events, we’re really gaining momentum,” was the way Emily Niesch-
burg summarized the past year for the LiveWell Prowers County Health 
Coalition.  A luncheon meeting recapped some of the goals the organization 
attained through 2013 and focused on what can be done in 2014. 

Nieschburg provided members with a short, fill-in-the-blank quiz 
which highlighted some of the accomplishments from the past year which 
stressed community input on several key projects.  She also presented City 
of Lamar Engineer, Wiley Work, with a certificate of appreciation for his 
hands-on involvement in such projects as the Project HOPE Community 
Garden and his background work during the Urban Land Institute’s visit 
to Lamar this past April.   

Some past highlights included:  health coaches met with 2,600 patients 
on healthy eating and active living during routine medical visits, registra-
tions for adult and youth rec sports grew by 1,000 this year, Health Places 
will bring $1,000,000 of funding to the City of Lamar, health coaches 
had approximately 5,600 community encounters in Prowers County, the 
development of the Neighborhood Garden at the Lincoln School Project 
HOPE Center,  300 volunteers showed up for ‘build day’ at the North side 
park, 800 people attended the first Family Fun Day at Willow Creek Park 
and Wiley, Granada and Holly school districts increased their moderate to 
vigorous physical activity time in Phys Ed from 32% to 64%. 

Nieschburg said there is still room for improvement in adopting a 
healthy livestyle for residents and students alike, nothing that only four 
minutes out of thirty is devoted in physical education classes, nationally, to 
what is considered vigorous exercise and only one in ten children in Prow-
ers County consumes five servings of fruits and vegetables daily.  Children 
in the county, on average, consume two sugary beverages a day for about 
300 calories based without nutritional value.  Over a year, that’s almost 
110,000 empty calories. 

Rick Akers, Lamar Parks and Recreation Director, said the City of 
Lamar is planning to contract with the Britina study group for a four to five 
month analysis of a Community Master Plan.  Akers stressed to the gather-
ing that this will not be a parks and rec development, but will concentrate 
on citizen’s input for what they’d like to see in the way of recreation facili-
ties in the community.  “We’re not looking at softball, baseball, football or 
soccer,” Akers explained.  He added, “We need to concentrate on the 13 
to 19 year olds who aren’t involved in organized sports through the year.”  
Akers mentioned such areas as walking trails around town, an additional 
frisbie golf course, a skateboard park and general improved infrastructure 
within the community for exercise outlets for all ages.  He said planning 
is also underway to develop more artwork in the parks in the community, 
working with the Southeast Colorado Arts Council.  Akers and Nieschburg 
stressed the need for community input, similar to what was seen when 
members of the Urban Land Institute conducted a needs assessment study 
for the town this past April. By Russ Baldwin

Prowers County Sheriff Report, 
November 2013

The Prowers County Sheriff ’s Department responded to 251 service 
calls this past November, 2013.  The City of Lamar had 127 calls, followed 
by the County with 85; Holly had 29 calls and Wiley had five.  Lamar 
posted 44 jail related calls and 13 for warrant arrests, as well as 32 calls for 
serving papers and restraining orders.  Fifteen traffic accidents occurred in 
the County and ten for animal related problems.  There were five thefts 
reported and seven calls for serving papers and restraining orders.    Holly 
posted three warrant arrest calls, two disturbances, one domestic violence 
report and one theft and one traffic accident.   

Five new cases were assigned for investigation and nine were cases that 
were closed.  Fourteen investigations by the Sheriff ’s department resulted 
in charges being filed and 14 investigations are still active.  Three criminal 
summonses were issued and five traffic citations were given out.  Year-to-
date hours served by the Prowers County Posse are 1,312. 

The Prowers County Jail had 1,180 bookings year-to-date as of No-
vember with 103 people booked for the month, the same as last year at 
this time.  76 were male and 27 were female with two under 18 years of 
age.  The breakdown on types of crimes committed, year-to-date is:  321 
felonies, 405 misdemeanors, 38 traffic related and 378 for warrant arrests.  
The jail averaged 57 inmates per day through November reaching 63 at the 
highest and 53 at the lowest.  The average stay for males was 4 days –  9 
hours and for female inmates, 2 days and 5 hours. 

The Prowers County Courthouse had 5,854 visitors in November for 

a daily average of 325.  Courthouse security made eight arrest on individu-
als who had warrants posted for their arrest and were seen entering the 
courthouse.  Under Notable Events, the Sheriff ’s Office stated that Detec-
tive T. Weisenhorn contacted a vehicle in the 8000 Block of Highway 196 
for weaving.  The driver, Chelsea Hall-Chavira, 21, of Lamar, was arrested 
for unlawful possession of a schedule I controlled substance and possession 
of drug paraphernalia.  Hall-Chavira was held on $4,000 bond. 

The cost of inmate meals for November was $10,685.71 and inmate 
medical expenses came to $889.63.  Total expenses for November were 
$158,856.93 and revenue was $55,568.75.

Zonta Helps Bring Message for Gender Violence
Sixty orange silhouettes lining one wall inside the Lamar City Com-

plex are the first of 318 that will be displayed from now until December 10.  
The 318 represent the number of victims of violence in the 15th Judicial 
District for the current year.  Members of the Lamar Zonta Club are rais-
ing awareness for the 16 Days of Activism against gender violence, begin-
ning this past November 25 with a proclamation sanctioned by the Lamar 
City Council. Local businesses are displaying signs, posters and orange 
and purple ribbons highlighting the 16 days between International Day to 
Eliminate Violence Against Women, to International Human Rights Day 
in December 10.  Individuals are also wearing distinctive orange bracelets.  

Debbie Reynolds, Lamar Librarian said the 318 victims will be rep-
resented on the Complex walls with the representation of victims as 120 
women, 19 men, 98 girls and 81 boys.  A banner has been draped across 
Main Street in Lamar stating, “Zonta Says No” regarding an end to the vio-
lence.  It’s hoped that attendance for this year’s Zonta Holiday Home Tour 
will surpass last year’s numbers.  The proceeds help support the work of the 
Domestic Safety Resource Center which serves four counties in southeast 
Colorado, including Prowers County.  More information is available at 
www.zontasaysno.com. By Russ Baldwin

Kansas-Colorado Arkansas River Compact
The 2013 Annual Meeting of the Arkansas River Compact Adminis-

tration (“ARCA”) will be held on Wednesday, December 18, 2013, com-
mencing at 9:30 A.M. CST (8:30 A.M. MST) in the Lamar Community 
Building, 610 South Sixth Street, in Lamar, Colorado. The meeting will 
be recessed for lunch and reconvened for the completion of business in the 
afternoon as necessary. 

The Engineering, Operations, and Administrative/Legal Commit-
tees of ARCA will meet on Tuesday,December 17, 2013, also at the Lamar 
Community Building, 610 South Sixth Street, in Lamar, Colorado starting 
at 2:00 P.M. CST (1:00 P.M. MST). The public is invited to attend the 
Committee meetings, but time for comments may be limited. 

Meetings of ARCA are operated in compliance with the federal Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. If you need a special accommodation as a result 
of a disability please contact Stephanie Gonzales at 719-734-5367 at least 
three days before the meeting. 

The Arkansas River Compact Administration administers provisions 
of the Kansas-Colorado Arkansas River Compact, including John Martin 
Reservoir operations.

Lamar City Council Sales Tax Report
The November 2013 Total Sales and Use Tax Collections gained 3.26% 

or $8,014 for October sales, collected in November.  2012 was $245,924.74 
while the current year showed $253,938.85.  Year to date collections for To-
tal Sales and Use Tax for 2013 showed an increase of 3.15% for a difference 
between 2012 and 2013 of $96,836.47.  The year to date figure for 2012 was 
$3,073,124 and 2013 was $3,169,961.  Year to date Use Tax Collections for 
2013 improved 15.24% over last year for an increase of $34,571. 

The 12 retail sales categories used by the City of Lamar for Sales and 
Use Tax Revenue showed an increase in only four categories, year to date, 
between 2012 and 2013. 
                                   2011                  2012                 2013
Auto Parts 130,634 137,509 129,169
Building Mat. 86,663 103,806 101,310
Clothing/Shoes 30,574 31,735 31,678
C-Stores/Gas 90,814 96,975 97,352
Dept Stores 990,749 1,007,418 1,021,381
Furniture/Elec. 25,486 22,867 22,695
Groceries 261,421 265,106 242,833
Motels 126,625 148,913 147,049
Liquor Sales 93,425 101,694 100,229
Manufacturing 11,350 9,635 35,398
Restaurants 306,712 316,265 323,049
Other Retail 43,137 41,459 45,037



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Open 6 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions/Christmas Parties

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

joy Our Espresso Bar and Ice Cream Shoppe Open 6 a m 2 p m

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  7 days a week
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week

Best Steaks & Burgers
in Southeast Colorado!

World Famous

Mexican Buffet

Every Friday

5:00 -9:00

Watch & Listen to our Satelite TV
in the Lounge for all Sports Events

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Steaks

PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
Best Dining Atmosphere
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Join Us For
the

BRONCO GAMES!
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Lamar Honkers Welcome ABBA Eye Care to Lamar

Pictured: Vincent Gearhart, Mark Encinias, Sandy Schneider-Officer Manager, 
Delfina Perales-Optician, Crystal Griggs-Technician, Amanda Bosquez-Receptionist, 

Bubba Bender, Dr. ‘Tom’ Nelson and Tera Bender.

ABBA Eye Care, at 1500 South Main Street in Lamar, was recent-
ly welcomed to the community by the Lamar Chamber of Commerce 
Honkers group.  ABBA Eye Care recently took over operation of the eye 
care facility.  The facility is open Monday through Friday from 8:30am 
to 5:30pm, and offers laser vision evaluations, eye examinations as well as 
contacts and eyeglasses for the family.  Wright Eye Center is also used for 
laser surgery. For an appointment, please call 336-0417. 

National Weather Service Drought Monitor 
Update

November 2013 began warm and dry across most of southeast and 
south central Colorado.  A changing weather pattern began producing 
cool and wet weather especially in the southwest mountains and San Luis 
Valley.  Much of this moisture missed southeast Colorado which perpetu-
ated the drought in portions of the lower Arkansas River Valley. 

Moderate drought conditions, (D1) remain in central Las Animas 
and most of Baca Counties.  Severe drought, (D2) conditions are found in 
the rest of Las Animas County, northwestern Baca County, eastern Bent 
and Kiowa Counties and Prowers County.  Extreme drought (D3) condi-
tions remain across most of Crowley, western Otero and Bent Counties, 
extreme north central Las Animas County and western and central Kiowa 
County.  D4 Exceptional conditions are found in southeastern Crowley 
County, eastern Otero County, southwestern Kiowa County and extreme 
western Bent County.   

Alamosa recorded 1.63 inches of precipitation in November.  This is 
1.21 inches above normal and makes November of 2013 the wettest on 
record in Alamosa.  The city also tallied 18.1 inches of snow throughout 
the past month.  This is 14.4 inches above normal and makes November 
2013 as the 3rd snowiest on record.  Colorado Springs recorded 0.27 
inches of precipitation and 4.0 inches of snow in the month of November, 
which is 0.13 inches and 0.7 inches below normal respectively.  Pueblo 
recorded 0.34 inches of precipitation and 3.6 inches of snow in Novem-
ber which is 0.13 inches and 0.8 inches below normal respectively. 

Above normal state-wide precipitation in September and October 
helped to raise state-wide reservoir levels to 83% of normal at the begin-
ning of November.  The biggest increases were seen across the northern 
basins with many of the southern basins remaining well below average.  
At the start of November, the Arkansas Basin saw storage levels at 72% of 
normal with the Rio Grande Basin seeing the lowest storage levels in the 
state at 47% of normal.  However, good early season snowfall continues 
to keep all Colorado basins at or above normal snow water equivalent 

through November.  At the end of the month, the Rio Grande basin 
was at 144% of normal SWE and was the top basin in the state.  The 
Arkansas Basin was second at the end of the month with SWE coming 
in at 132% of normal.  Although the good snowpack in encouraging, it 
remains very early in the season with continued above normal snowpack 
needed to help fill area reservoirs in the springs.


