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PMC Board Not Renewing Portner’s Employee Contract
Members of the Prowers Medical Center Board of Directors voted Thursday, De-

cember 20, not to renew Dr. Barry Portner’s employee contract with the hospital, but 
all medical privileges for Dr. Portner will be left in place. The vote was unanimous for 
the board of directors with the exception of Dr. Kevin McGrath who was not present. It 
was explained that hospital CEO, Craig Loveless, was unable to attend the special board 
meeting due to illness.

Dr. Portner’s employee contract renewal was the only issue on the agenda during the 
meeting which became heated at times, from remarks directed at the board and hospital 
Compliance Officer and in-house counsel, Joshua Kotter, by Dr. Portner’s attorney, Mark 
Davis. The hospital’s attorney, John Lefferdink, was also present at the meeting. The issues 
leading to the board’s decision were not made public as explained by board chairwoman, 
Candy Ruedeman, when a member of the audience asked what had brought all this about. 
“What exactly is the problem with Dr. Portner,” Joyce McKorkle asked. Ruedeman ex-
plained that as the deliberations of the board were made in executive session, they could 
not be made public. Kotter explained that the board of directors meeting had been called 
to consider Portner’s year to year contract renewal and nothing else.

Kotter reiterated the board’s position several times through the remainder of the meet-
ing when Portner’s attorney, Mark Davis, began to outline some of the events between 
Portner, Prowers Medical Center and CEO Craig Loveless, going back to October and 
early November of this year. “Is it going to be in the way of trying to put a legal case in 
front of the board?” asked Kotter. Davis responded, “No, it’s going to be in the way of 
whether or not there were good faith negotiations in this case. That’s what this is about.” 
Davis stated that the board had tabled negotiations for Portner’s contract during a special 
meeting called for November 1 that lasted for about an hour. The board of director meet-
ing minutes for the October 24 session shows that following an executive session, board 
member Ronnie Farmer motioned not to renew Dr. Portner’s contract and the particulars 
would be addressed by CEO Craig Loveless. The motion was passed unanimously.

Davis stated that twelve hours following the November 1 meeting, Portner was escort-
ed from the hospital, under what he termed, “an amorphous accusation of misconduct on 
his part”. He continued, “I think the public needs to know the way this hospital treated 
this man and the way the hospital continues to treat the man. They make false allegations 
about him that gets out to the public.” Davis didn’t specify who it was from the hospital 
that had made public comments about Portner, but he added that there would be legal 
consequences.

In a calm voice, Dr. Portner told the board that he was willing to negotiate his salary 
and would even work at a lesser salary for a couple of years, but when he was suspended, 
those negotiations ended. Portner added that he believed he had done a good job for 
the hospital during his ten year relationship with PMC, adding, “In the last five years, 
I’ve worked 24/7 trying to save this hospital money.” He went on to say, “I think you’ve 
listened to a CEO that’s made decisions here that are far from normal and I can’t believe 
the board would support this. I think it’s embarrassing that the board would support this 
and that’s all I have to say.”

Ronnie Farmer, board member, addressed Portner, stating that discussions in execu-
tive session would remain private unless a court order authorized that. He added, “Taking 
into consideration there’s been a lot of soul searching by everybody on the board to try to 
come to a conclusion or a decision that would be beneficial to everybody. I’m sure every-
body would be much better off or feel much better if you retired today, as an example, I’m 
not saying you should or shouldn’t, but whenever someone retires, there isn’t a retaliation 
done by the board that says you have to stay here, and whenever there is something else 
that happens, then that creates a resentment.” Farmer added that the board tried to take 
into account everyone’s feelings and done what’s best for the persons involved, the hospital 
and the community.

Attorney Davis stated that he felt actions were underway to prevent Dr. Portner from 
maintaining his hospital privileges once his employee contract has expired. That is due to 
occur on March 31, 2013. By Russ Baldwin

Chana Reed Wraps Up Chamber Career 
After 21 years as the office manager at the Lamar Chamber of Commerce, Chana 

Reed decided to follow new pursuits. The community and chamber members, past presi-
dents and directors attended two get-togethers to thank Chana for her service to the 
chamber and the community.

A come and go reception was held Thursday, December 20 at the Chamber offices on 
East Beech Street, and a private gathering was held at the Rodeway Cow Palace Inn that 
evening for Reed. Past chamber presidents and board members attended to reminisce and 
relate some humorous anecdotes and other stories about past chamber events that brought 
a measure of smiles and tears to some of the audience.

Hosted by Shawna Hodge, Lamar Main Street Coordinator, office-mate with Chana 
for the past several years, various board member and presidents recounted similar sto-
ries of Reed’s dedication and professionalism to the community and chamber members 
through her activities, spirit, humor and sometimes, ‘hard-nosed’ independence.

Past chamber presidents, Chad Hawkins and Brian Herrera recounted how they re-
ferred to Chana as “Mom” and when they weren’t relying on her experience and advice, 
would attempt to embarrass her with unexpected apparel they slipped into her shopping 
cart during a buying run for chamber activities.

Jill Tinnes explained how, during a chamber parade, a golf cart she and Chana were using 
ran out of gas and was mysteriously pushed in to the Quizno’s parking lot and left there.

Chana spoke only for a few moments, taking the time to thank all her past chamber 
presidents and board members for their time and friendship. “I’ve learned something from 
each and every one of you, and that relationship has helped shape me into the person I’ve 
become,” she remarked. Chana added that she appreciated the opportunity to work in a 
capacity that helped her community and provided an opportunity to show what she could 
accomplish. By Russ Baldwin

RYON MEDICAL & ASSOCIATES, LLC
in association with

MINDRAT CONSULTING, LLC

Ryon Medical & Associates
1420 E. 3rd St.
LaJunta, CO  81050
(719) 384-0303

Mindrat Consulting, LLC
313 S. 5th St. #5
Lamar, CO  81052

(719) 691-2254

NEW
PATIENTS
WELCOME

•Board Certified Clinicians
•Counseling-children, adolescents,

adult, & elderly
•Psychological testing

•Same day & after hours appointments
•Accepts medicaid, medicare & most insurances



Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.

Your FREE copy of The Prowers 
Journal is available each Wednesday at:

Thriftway in Lamar
Reyman’s Grocery in Holly

The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply

North Love’s Store
Taco Johns

A and B Liquor
Daylight Donut

 & 50+ Other Businesses
Be sure to read The Prowers Journal 

online at www.theprowersjournal.com

Please Visit Us Online @ www.theprowersjournal.com

The Time Has Come... 

Sign up today with the Prowers Journal to receive the 
latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
receive up-to-date news as it develops on your computer, 
cell phone or other devices you choose. Simply email 
theprowersjournal@gmail.com to sign up.

Compassion & Dignity

Derek & Angela
Riner

206 S. Fifth St. – Lamar, CO 81052
719.336.9011

119 S. Main St. – Holly, CO 81047
719.537.6229

Toll Free 888.336.9011
valleymemorial@valleymemorialfc.com

valleymemorialfc.com

VALLEY MEMORIAL
FUNERAL CHAPEL

Optimized for 
Mobile!

Scan with your 
Smartphone

Like Us on Facebook 

Just Search for:
The Prowers Journal

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

Upcoming Events
Thursday, December 27 - Prowers County Commissioner’s Meeting • Sage Services 
Closed • 7:00pm Happy Bookers Book Club Meeting
Friday, December 28 – Sage Services Closed
Saturday, December 29 - 7:00pm Senior Center Dance, Cody Blue 
Monday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve • Sage Services Closed
Tuesday, January 1 – New Year’s Day • 1:00pm Polar Bear Bike Ride

Letter to the Editor – Recount Response
I would like to present an alternate viewpoint to Jillane Hixson’s recent letter to the editor 

concerning her request for a recount of the Seufer/Schnable race for County Commissioner. 
First, I should point out that I am writing solely as an individual. Due to personal time 

constraints, I do not currently hold office in the Prowers County Democratic Party. 
On the other hand, I have volunteered to be a member of the panel that double-checks 

and helps certify the accuracy of the vote count, and also  been an Election Judge, for the last 
4 (maybe 5, I’ve lost track) election cycles. When I first got involved, Dottie McCaslin was the 
County Clerk. She trained Jana Coen, who took over the job when Ms. McCaslin retired.  

It is my personal, but strongly held, opinion that both these ladies are dedicated, con-
scientious and scrupulously honest. In the training sessions, during the long, exhausting de-
mands of Election Day, and throughout the final checking process (which at least once was 
a 12 hour day in itself!), I have NEVER seen any hint of an action that suggested anything 
illegal was going on. 

Honesty and transparency in our government is of course the most important goal. 
But it seems to me that the extreme hostility we are still seeing between the parties actually 
makes it harder to achieve.  

I think the problem here isn’t some kind of evil plot, but an inability to find enough 
common ground to work things out, caused by suspicion and the feeling of being victimized 
by villains in high places. Submitted by: Susan Crites, Lamar, CO

Flu Precautions Initiated at PMC for Visitors
to Birth Center Unit

Like many hospitals across the nation, Prowers Medical Center is closely monitoring 
the progression of influenza in our community and is preparing for the possibility that we 
will be providing care for more people infected with the flu.  Our Team Members are follow-
ing the Center for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines, as well as our own infection control 
procedures to help protect our patients, staff and hospital visitors. 

As an extra precaution, Prowers Medical Center has implemented some Visitor Restric-
tions to our New Beginnings Birth Center (NBBC) Unit.  Only immediate family members, 
i.e. Father, Grandparents and Siblings of the newborn, will be allowed to visit patients in the 
NBBC unit during the flu season. 

Prowers Medical Center has provided many hand and respiratory hygiene stations 
throughout the facility.  Visitors are encouraged to utilize the alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
and masks being made available at these stations prior to entering and upon leaving a pa-
tient’s room. 

As a form of community education on ways to prevent the spread of influenza and other 
viruses, please utilize the following prevention measures:
•  Wash your hands frequently with soap and water.
•  Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze and throw the
    tissue in the trash after you use it.
•  Avoid close contact with sick people.
•  Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth, as germs spread this way.
•  If you get sick with influenza, stay home from work or school and limit close contact 
    with others to help prevent the spread of the flu.
•  If you are sick, stay home for at least 24 hours after your fever is gone.
•  Get your seasonal flu shot as soon as possible. 

During this time of heightened concern in our community, Prowers Medical Center 
encourages everyone to follow these steps to protect your health and prevent further spread 
of influenza.

New Chamber Directors for 2013 
Several new faces will be seen next year on the Board of Directors for the Lamar Cham-

ber of Commerce.  The new members will be officially introduced during the annual Lamar 
Chamber of Commerce Banquet, scheduled for Thursday, January 24, 2013 at the Rodeway 
Cow Palace Inn.

Denise Carder will serve as the new Chamber of Commerce President, replacing Axel 
Thurner in that capacity.  The Lamar Chamber of Commerce is currently accepting applica-
tions for the Citizen of the Year Award, presented during the banquet.  For more informa-
tion, contact the Chamber at 719-336-4379.

Kynlee Emick is the daughter of Bill and Patti Emick.  She grew up in Lamar and after 
leaving for five years; she moved back and opened her own business, Deja Vu Salon.  In ad-
dition to the salon she works for the Cow Palace Inn and volunteers for Lamar Area Hospice 
Fundraising Committee.

Sherry Walls, Licensed Massage Therapist (LMT), Licensed Medical Massage Therapist 
(LMMT) and Licensed Stone Therapist (LST) and additionally certified in Reiki Energy 
Healing, has been in the field of massage therapy and related areas for over thirty-five years.  
Sherry received her formal training as a Massage Therapist at the American Institute of 
Clinical Massage in Post Falls, Idaho.  Born in Elkhart, Kansas and raised in Lamar where 
she graduated from Lamar Community College, she returned to Lamar in 2009 to open 
her business of Healing Hands Massage Therapy and begin her own private practice.  Since 
her return, Sherry is actively involved in several local charitable organizations.  She is on the 
board of directors for the newly organized Remember Foundation, a member of the Lamar 
Chamber of Commerce Honkers, assists with the fundraising events for the Southeast Colo-
rado Cancer Initiative and a member of the Lamar Eagles Auxiliary.  Sherry lives the value 
of supporting the health and wellness of our community.

Letisia Garcia is the Customer Services Representative at American Family Insurance.  
She was born and raised in Lamar.  She has three children, Jazziel 18, Alonzo 13, and Karina 
12. She is a member of the Lamar Eagle’s Lodge and member of Voces Unidas.  Letisia enjoys 
being involved in the community and helping anyone that needs help.

Laurie Larrick, MA, a fifth generation Lamartian, returned home in 2011.  Laurie re-
ceived her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Northern Colorado in 2008 and com-
pleted her Master of Arts from North Adams State College.  Professionally she has worked 
as Protection Caseworker for the Las Animas County Department of Human Services and 
as an Emergency Clinician and Case Mentor for Spanish Peaks Mental Health Center.  Cur-
rently, she holds the title of Financial Aid Coordinator and an Adjunct Professor at Lamar 
Community College.

Lamar Chamber new Office Manager - Paula Pfeiffer-Thornton grew up in Granada, 
Colorado and recently moved ‘home’ in May 2012 after traveling the states for the last 40 
years.  Paula received her Business Degree from University of Colorado at Colorado Springs.  
Following graduation, Paula moved to California.  She became the Public Relations/Ad-
vertising Director for BF Goodrich and Larry Flynt Publications.  After many years, Paula 
combined her publicity and marketing skills to join the Santa Monica Pier as the Media 
Relations Consultant.  Once her contract expired with the Santa Monica Pier, she moved to 
Crested Butte, Colorado where she lived for three years before moving back to Lamar.

Paula enjoys visiting her daughter and granddaughter in California and looks forward 
to meeting the business leaders in the community.  She is very excited to be the new Office 
Manager of the Lamar Chamber of Commerce

Join Us for New Year’s. . .
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Champagne Toast

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm
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1 1 am to 2 pm
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SOS Center Hours
The Lamar Community Resource and Senior Center 
hours of operation are:  Monday – Friday from 8am to 
5pm; Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6pm to 9pm 
and the Saturday night dance is from 7pm to 10pm.  
Call 719-336-4072 for information.

Wake Up Workout
Need an early morning 
workout to get you going? 
Then this is the perfect 
class for you! This is Yoga 
and Toning class taught by 
Mary Minor. Designed to 
relieve stress, to keep you 
motivated and help you 
stretch yourself into a New 
You!
Classes meet every Tues-
day and Thursday at 6:00 
AM and on Thursday Eve-
nings at 7:00 PM at the 
Community Building. The 
cost of these classes is the 
Daily Visit Fee or you can 
use your punch card or an-
nual pass.

The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is less 
than two years old and making 
an impact in the county.  Make 
a business impact with your 
Classified Ad this week in The 
Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Classified Ads - Published by Robinson Printing, Inc. - December 26, 2012

The Prowers JournalThe Prowers Journal

CLASSIFIED ADSCLASSIFIED ADS
For Rent

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
Excellent Location - 313 South 5th, Lamar - 400 Sq feet, 
Utilities Included. All Newly Remodeled - Your Own 
Private Entry - Call Lori Peterson 336-7000

Apartment for Rent
Nice clean 2 bedroom - includes garage – $450 per 
month & $450 deposit – No Pets / No Smokers – Lo-
cated at 609 South 1st in Lamar – call 719-336-3993 or 
719-688-1425

Help Wanted
Certified Police Officer

The Town of Granada is currently seeking a P.O.S.T. 
Certified Police Officer for a full-time position with the 
Granada Police Department.

We are looking for a self-motivated, honest, hard-
working individual. Prior experience and being fluent in 
Spanish is a plus, but not necessary.

Applications may be requested by e-mail at gran-
adapd3@secom.net; telephone (719) 734-5211 or (719) 
734-5411; or picked up in person at the Town of Gran-
ada’s Police Department or Clerk’s Office at 103 South 
Main, Granada, Colorado.

Applications must be turned in by Monday, Decem-
ber 31, 2012 either by e-mail (at above address); faxed 
(719) 734-5036; mailed to Granada Police Department-
P.O. Box 258-Granada, CO-81041; or in person at 103 
South Main, Granada, Colorado. The Town of Granada 
is an equal opportunity employer.

Miscellaneous
Business Server
For Sale - Used Dell PowerEdge 2900 Tower Business 
Class Server with DAT72 B/U Tape Drive, 2.33 GHz 
Quad Core CPU, 4 GB DDR2 Ram, 
5x146GB 15K SAS HDD,PERC 6/i 
RAID Controller. No keyboard or mouse. 
$1,000.00 or best offer. Lamar Housing 
Authority, 719.336.9575.

Pickup for Sale
Red, 2000 Nissan Frontier Pick-up – 
2-Wheel Drive, Lots of Extras – Call 719-
336-5373

Subwoofer For Sale
Polk Audio PSW250 subwoofer - 100 
Watt dynamic power output. Frequency 
response of 30Hz - 180Hz produces tight 

 

and dynamic bass, built-in amplifier that gives out 50-
Watt continuous average output. $99 OBO - Call 688-
7720

Happy Noon Year
Juniper Village at Lamar, De-
cember 31 at 11:45am - Not up 
to celebrating the New Year at 
midnight? Join the associates and 
residents and bringing in the New 
Year early.  Be ready to start the 
countdown and kick off the  party 
at straight up noon.  We will have 
casino tables, refreshments and 
fun! Viva Juniper Village! Call 
336-3434 for more information.

$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

Offer not valid with any other offer. One coupon per 
customer per visit. Offer expires 12/31/2012

$1.00 OFF
Regular Espresso

-or-

$1.00 OFF
Small Vanilla Shake

 

New Year’s Eve
Monday, December 31

9 pm to 12:30 am
Upstairs

In the Empire Room
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Financial Peace University
Lamar Christian Church is going to offer 

another nine week series of practical financial 
aid for those struggling with finances called Fi-
nancial Peace University. This Bible-based pro-
gram can lead any person or family to financial 
freedom in a national average of eight years to 
becoming debt free!

Many people are familiar with Dave Ram-
sey, nationally syndicated financial advisor, who 
is on radio and television every week. Dave is 
the founder of FPU and leads the DVD lessons 
in an entertaining and challenging way.

The materials include work book, Dave’s 
Complete Guide to Money, CD audio library, 
planning folder, and access to a host of online 
help from daveramsey.com. The lessons in-
volve 50 minutes of video lesson, followed by 
30 minutes of discussion and application. The 
study leader is Ian Blacker.

The ten classes start on January the 8th 
at 6:30-8pm in room 12 at Lamar Christian 
Church with an introductory class, then nine 
weeks of instruction. The cost is $90 per per-
son/family for materials, payable over three 
months if necessary. Call 336-5343 for more 
information or go online at lamarchristian.com 
or daveramsey.com.

DivorceCare
Lamar Christian Church is providing the 

very helpful DivorceCare program designed to 
aid those who are traveling the rough road of 
divorce. It does not matter whether your di-
vorce is recent or occurred many years ago, the 
stigma and pain of divorce affects so many of 
us. Yet few people healthily deal with all of the 
fallout.

DivorceCare takes each participant on a 
Bible-based journey through divorce, help-
ing us deal with anger, guilt, pain, dating and 
much more over ten weeks. The classes are 
DVD-based, with many highly qualified ex-
perts leading the studies. We also include dis-
cussion and other teaching methods.

The cost is $15 to cover the cost of the 
workbook. The classes are held on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30-7:30pm in the library of La-
mar Christian Church. Please call the church 
at 336-5343 to sign up or go online at lama-
rchristian.com. Kay Arends will lead this study.

PUBLIC NOTICE
 
Applications are currently being accepted by 
the City of Lamar for appointments to the fol-
lowing Boards:                                                                
                            

LAMAR HOUSING AUTHORITY 
BOARD

(One 5-year term expiring June 1, 2017)
 

ADJUSTMENT & APPEALS BOARD
(One un-expired 5-year term expiring July 1, 

2013)
 

UTILITIES BOARD
(One 5-year term expiring August 1, 2017)

 
VARIANCE BOARD

(One 5-year term expiring October 1, 2016)
(One 5-year term expiring October 1, 2017)

 
PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY 

BOARD
(Two 3-year terms expiring February 1, 2016)

 
LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD

(One 5-year term expiring February 1, 2018)
 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
(One 5-year term expiring February 1, 2018)

 
AIRPORT BOARD

(One 5-year term expiring February 1, 2018)
 

LAMAR EMPLOYEE PENSION BOARD
(One 4-year term expiring December 31, 

2016)
(City of Lamar resident)

 
WATER ADVISORY BOARD

(One 5-year term expiring February 1, 2018)
 
Forms may be obtained from:                                

City Administrator’s Office
102 East Parmenter

Lamar CO  81052-3239
Phone: 336-1365

 
Completed forms must be returned to the City 
Administrator’s Office by 4:00 P.M., Friday, 
December 28, 2012 or until position filled.

SOS Center Hours
The Lamar Community Resource and Senior Center hours of operation are:  Monday – Friday 
from 8am to 5pm; Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6pm to 9pm and the Saturday night 
dance is from 7pm to 10pm.  Call 719-336-4072 for information.

County Holds Retirement Ceremonies for 
Grauberger and Tyner

Together, Carol Grauberger and Ken Tyner had almost 80 years of service as employees of 
Prowers County.  They were recognized for their work ethic and accomplishments during a brief 
appreciation ceremony held at the County Annex Monday, December 17.

Carol Grauberger began her employment in 1978 with the county in Vital Statistics and as 
the County Veteran Service Officer.  In recognition of her work, William Conroy, State Direc-
tor of the Division of Veteran’s Affairs, praised Grauberger’s performance to the Prowers County 
Commissioners.  He stated that her volume workload in a part time capacity for Prowers County 
is comparable to full time volumes of larger counties.  He stated, “In the last federal fiscal year, 
Carol has single handedly recovered over $2.5 M in federal award dollars for Prowers County in 
the form of veteran’s benefits.   In addition, Carol has taken on the responsibility of coordinating 
transportation for our neediest veterans that reside in the county, for travel to Denver for medical 
appointments.   

In 2002 Carol was recognized by the Colorado Veterans Service Officers Association with the 
Louis Nardini Annual Service Officer of the Year Award.  This peer generated statewide award 
was in recognition of her performance of duties serving veterans and their families. Since its 
inception, Carol has been the only recipient to reside on the Eastern Plains of Colorado.”  Grau-
berger also administered a grant which provided several vehicles and scheduled volunteer drivers 
to transport veterans in need of medical attention to the Veteran’s Hospital in Denver. 

Ken Tyner’s contribution to the daily maintenance operation of Prowers County and the 
County Annex was noted for his 34 years of employment as Building Maintenance Supervisor.  
Commissioner’s Henry Schnabel and Joe Marble detailed his accomplishments in his position, 
and read from a poem written by Linda Fairbairn, Director of Prowers County Social Services.  
The poem reads in part:  
“What will we do without you?  How will we ever get through?
Who will care if the floor is stained?
Who will keep track of the stuff you’ve maintained?
We will miss you and wish you could stay for a while.
But after all these years you can leave with a smile,
Knowing that no one was ever like you
In all that you did, you always were true.”  

Justin Lee, Director of Prowers County Health and Environment, said he’s reviewing the list 
of applications to fill the position held by Carol Grauberger and expects to narrow the list over 
the next few weeks.  He anticipates the county will announce a replacement for her in January. 
By Russ Baldwin

City’s NEW YEAR’S DAY Closure and Info
All City offices will be closed on Tuesday, January 1, 2013 in observance of the New Year’s 

Day holiday. The Public Library will be closed on Tuesday, January 1, 2013 and will reopen 
Wednesday, January 2nd at 9:00 a.m. The Community Building will be closed on Tuesday, 
January 1 and will reopen on Wednesday, January 2, 2013.

Commercial refuse collection scheduled for Monday, December 31st will remain the same. 
Tuesday’s commercial tubs will be the ONLY tubs collected on Tuesday, January 1st. Collec-
tions scheduled for Wednesday, January 2nd, Thursday, January 3rd, and Friday, January 4th 
will remain the same. Please have your containers in place by 6:00 a.m.

Residential refuse collection scheduled for Monday, December 31st will remain the same. 
Collections for Tuesday, January 1st will be collected on Wednesday, January 2nd. Collections 
for Thursday, January 3rd and Friday, January 4th, 2013 will remain the same.

The City Landfill will be open on Monday, December 31st, but will be closed on Tuesday, 
January1st, 2013. The Landfill will remain open the rest of the week 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The City Transfer Station is closed, but will reopen for free weekend on January 26th and 
27th, 2013. The City of Lamar wishes everyone a safe and happy holiday.



need to get to, we can get you there on time.  For individuals liv-
ing five miles outside the city of Lamar the requested donation is 
$6.00 per person either one-way or roundtrip.  These rides require 
24 hours in advance, reservation only.  We schedule your ride 30 
minutes in advance so that we can get you to your appointment on 
time.  This is due to other riders, drivers’ schedules and other fac-
tors.  Seniors over 60 years old can get a discounted rate of $1.00 
per one way trip with a filled out registration form at our office.  
We have discounted punch tickets also, 10-punch ticket for $12.50 
and a 20-punch ticket for $25.00.  For the seniors over 60 years old 
(with registration) the punch tickets are: 10-punch ticket for $10.00 
and a 20-punch ticket for $20.00.

We also offer ‘Special Occasion’ services to after-hours events 
with prior agreement.  This can be arranged at our office or by call-
ing 719-336-8039.

Prowers Area Transit operates Monday through Friday from 
7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  We stop accepting requests for rides for the 
current day at 4:30 p.m. so we can get you back home prior to clos-
ing.  Calls for reservations can be made 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week, by calling 719-336-8034, if you call after operating hours, 
please leave a message.

The staff of Prowers Area Transit would like to offer our great 
appreciation to the citizens of Prowers County for utilizing our ser-
vice over the years.  We will be starting our 15th year of service let’s 
try to make this our best year yet.  If you have any questions about 
our service please feel free to call 719-336-8034 and we will answer 
any question.

Prowers Area Transit

407 East Olive - 719-336-8034

 December 26, 2012

Prowers Area Transit is located in the Lamar Community Resource 
and Senior Center at 407 East Olive Street in Lamar, Colorado.  We 
have been in this location since February 2002; prior to that we were 
located in the old senior center at the corner of 4th and Elm.

Prowers Area Transit was created in 1998 when local governments 
and business leaders decided there was a need for public transporta-
tion in Prowers County.  In the beginning we were named the ‘Seats 
Bus’ which was Southeastern Area Transportation Service.  Later there 
was a public contest to name the transit.  The winning selection was 
Prowers Area Transit ‘Prairie Dog Express’.  Funding for PATS is from 
several entities: Colorado Department of Transportation, Communi-
ty State Block Grant, Area Agency on Aging, City of Lamar, Prowers 
County and local funding sources.

In 2003, Prowers Area Transit was named ‘Small Transit Agency 
of the Year’ for the State of Colorado.  In 2009, DeAnne Tyner (PATS 
first Director) was named ‘Transit Director of the Year’ for the State 
of Colorado.  These awards came from Colorado Association of Small 
Transit Agencies at their yearly conference.  We would also like to 
give DeAnne a VERY BIG THANK YOU for all her years of service 
to Prowers County and to Prowers Area Transit.  She retired in 2010, 
after 37 years of service to Prowers County.

Prowers Area Transit has averaged over 22,000 one-way riders 
every year since 2003.  We are a General Public Transportation which 
offers rides to anyone “who wishes to connect to the resources located 
here in Prowers County”.

We provide transit service to all of Prowers County including 
Lamar, Wiley, Bristol, Hartman, Granada and Holly.  The requested 
donation is $1.50 per person one way.  We do strongly suggest “24 
hours in advance reservations” so that if it is an appointment you 
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Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

Enjoy Our Espresso Bar!! Open from 7am til Noon
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

E j O E B !! O f 7 il N

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing

PLAN YOUR NEW YEAR’S EVE 

PARTY NOW!

The Year in Review
2012 is drawing to a close.  We hope to jog your memory as we relate events 

from the past year as a way of road mapping current local developments.   Over 
the next few days and weeks, The Prowers Journal Wednesday newsletter will 
spotlight some of the more notable events from the past year.  You’ll also be able 
to read them in our online editions at www.theprowersjournal.com.

January 2012 in Review
Lamar began a new year with new faces on the horizon.  Resignations, elec-

tions of several types, job changes… all played a role in introducing new persons 
to our community and with those changes, an opportunity to develop, grow and 
expand our social and business climate.

Politics came to the forefront to start the New Year.  In January, long time 
Lamar businessman Mike Parker announced his bid for Prowers County Com-
missioner, aiming for the seat occupied by first time commissioner, Henry Schna-
bel for the first district.  In that same month, Commissioner Gene Millbrand 
announced he would not seek another term as the District 3 representative.  The 
field of candidates become more crowded with the announcement from Roger 
Stagner he would seek the seat being vacated by Millbrand and within days of 
each other, Wendy Buxton-Andrade upped the ante when she too, declared she 
would run for the District 3 seat, setting up a potential Republican primary con-
test between herself and Stagner.  Schnabel also made it official with his bid for 
re-election to the District 1 position, adding to the primary numbers for the 
approaching spring.

Another election was also looming on the horizon, the Prowers Medical Cen-
ter recall election for board members Candy Ruedeman and Marjorie Campbell.  
A petition to have the two new board members removed was approved in Decem-
ber of 2011 and moved forward with the announcement from Sandra Summers, 
Karl Nieschburg and Kathleen Henderson that they were seeking seats on the 
board in the February election.  Also in January the Holly Town Board of Trustees 
considers raising the city sales tax, an issue that would play out in the November 
General Election. 
February 2012 in Review

 The February 7 recall vote for PMC board members Ruedeman and Campbell 
failed by a two to one margin of voters in the Prowers Medical Center Hospital 

district.  Ruedeman received 1,481 votes to remain on the board versus 624 asking 
for her recall.  Campbell’s tally was 1,407 to remain versus 695 to remove her.

 The Emick family was honored by the community, receiving the Citizen 
of the Year award at the annual Lamar Chamber of Commerce banquet.  Don 
Emick accepted for Bob and Helen.  The Humanitarian of the Year award, not 
always an annual presentation, was made posthumously to Ron Austin with his 
son Cameron and his father, Leonard, accepting the award from presenter Ron 
Cook.  Vincent Gearhart was presented with the Honker of the Year award by 
Bill Wootten.

More changes occurred for February.  The leap year month ended on the 
29th with the abrupt resignation of Bill Pfeilsticker as Lamar City Administra-
tor.  The council would begin a several month long search for his replacement.  
Chief Executive Officer of Prowers Medical Center, James Fairchild announced 
his pending resignation, which would be effective on May 23.  Lamar business-
man and city councilman, P.J. Wilson announced his resignation from the coun-
cil.  As Wilson and his family had moved out of his district, he would no longer 
be able to serve the city.  The council added another name to their list of needed 
replacements.

The face of the Prowers County Development Incorporated board of direc-
tors was changed with an annual election of board members.  LCC President, 
John Marrin was elected, as was Doug Thrall, the general manager of the reno-
vated Rodeway Cow Palace Inn.  Deb Choat and Marsha Willhite were re-elected 
to the board during the annual PCDI meeting in February.

Don Suefer enters the ring for Prowers County Commissioner with the an-
nouncement that he is seeking the District 1 seat on the Democratic ticket.  Sue-
fer, a long-respected farmer/rancher from the Bristol area, increases the number 
of candidates to a level that hadn’t been witnessed for a commissioner seat in 
several past elections.

Bob Haney is hired as the new golf pro at the Spreading Antlers Golf Course.  
Haney has previous ties to Colorado and California and lends his experience to 
helping improve the irrigation infrastructure to the golf course. 

Some ten year anniversaries are noted in the community.  The Lamar Senior 
Center holds an open house in honor of their decade of service to the senior citi-
zens of the community.  It was an opportunity to renew old friendships, as former 
Lamar City Administrator, Jeff Anderson, attended the festivities.  Anderson had 
helped initiate the development of the new center, located on East Olive Street, 
on the former Safeway store site.  The Snow Goose Festival also celebrated its 
tenth anniversary, hosting keynote speaker, Ted Floyd.

To be continued...



Senior Center Hours
The Lamar Community Re-
source and Senior Center hours 
of operation are:  Monday – Fri-
day from 8am to 5pm; Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 
6pm to 9pm and the Saturday 
night dance is from 7pm to 
10pm.  Call 719-336-4072 for 
information.

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit 
offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 
7:30am to 5pm.  Please 
make reservations 24 hours 
in advance.  Call for your 
ride at 719-336-8034.  Se-
nior Discount Tickets are 
available in the front office 
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.

Letter to the Editor 
Policy

The identity of the letter writer 
must be verified before pub-
lication.  Phone numbers will 
not be published, but are used 
to verify identity of the letter 
writer.  Letters may be edited 
for grammar, length and civil-
ity.  No third party letters will 
be published.  The publication 
of a Letter to the Editor does 
not constitute an endorsement 
of the writer’s comments by 
The Prowers Journal or Rob-
inson Printing, Inc.  Due to 
space consideration, Letters to 
the Editor may be published 
online, but not necessarily in 
our Wednesday newsletter. Let-
ters may be sent to The Prowers 
Journal, 208 South Main Street, 
Lamar, CO. 81052. We invite 
your comments on our Face-
book page. 

Wanted!
Volunteer Drivers for the Meals on Wheels Program for 
Sage Services in Prowers County.  For more information, 
call 336-7115.

Veteran Information 
Veterans, your continued good 
health is important.  Be sure to 
call 719-336-7155 for your local 
medical needs.  Area Veterans, 
you’ve served your country,  let 
the PMG VA Medical Clinic in 
Lamar serve you.  You can also 
call 855-779-0833 to schedule 
an appointment or to have your 
questions answered.
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Weekend Local Scores:
None.

Sports Schedule 
There are no scheduled games until January. 

Area School Activities
Lamar:
Dec 24 –  Jan 7 - Christmas Break

Holly:
Dec 21 –  Jan 6 - Christmas Break 

McClave:
Dec 19 –  Jan 2 – Christmas Break

Wiley:
Dec 17 –  Jan 2 – Christmas Break

Granada:
Dec 17 –  Jan 6 – Christmas Break

Lamar School District Sets 2013 Bond Mill Levy 
During the December Lamar RE-2 School District 

Board meeting, the Bond Mill Levy for 2013 was set 
at 3.750 mills.  This is 1.894 mills lower than last year, 
which equates to approximately $167,000 less in tax rev-
enue collected by the district.  It is anticipated the bond 
that was issued in December of 2002 will be retired a full 
nine years early.  By doing this the tax payers will save 
approximately $695,000 in interest over the term of the 
remaining bond indebtedness.

Protecting YOUR Family’s Standard of Living

Big Timbers Museum 
New Hours of Operation 
Winter Hours: – Sept.1 to May 31
Tuesday – Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 
Summer Hours: - Jun 1 to Aug 31
Tuesday – Saturday - 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, 

and County Holidays

Schedule Change for One-on-One 
Tutoring

Since July 2011, the library has offered one-on-one 
basic technology tutoring every Tuesday and Friday 
from 1-4pm.  Patrons have come in to learn computer 

basics, set up an email account, or ask a question about 
a specific program.  We look forward to continuing this 
service, however the schedule will be changing in Janu-
ary.  We will be adding hours in the morning, with the 
hope that the variety of hours will enable us to serve a 
greater number of patrons. 
As of January 2013, the one-on-one tutoring schedule 
will be as follows:
•   Monday: 1:00 – 4:00 pm
•   Thursday: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
•   Every third Saturday of the month: 1:00 – 4:00 pm
As always, tutoring is a completely free service here at 
the library.  You can sign up for a fifteen or thirty min-
ute session.  Just stop in or call 336 – 4632. 

Sweater Contest Winner!

Brian McCoy was the very first person to wear his 
Holiday Sweater in to the Lamar Public Library on 
Wednesday, December 19th!

For wearing his holiday sweater, Mr. McCoy re-
ceived a Lamar Public Library book bag, a $10.00 gift 
card, two books, a bookmark, lunch with library staff, a 
library Frisbee, pencil and eraser.

When asked for a comment he replied, “It was awe-
some to receive the prizes for the holiday sweater day. I 
wasn’t expecting lunch too”!

Mr. McCoy resides in Lamar with his wife and small 
daughter.

We would like to thank all those who participated in 
our 1st annual Holiday Sweater Day!
Misty L. Warren - Circulation Supervisor/Marketing 
and Advertising/CEC

The Polar Bear Pedal
The cold can test your mettle 

with the yearly Polar Bear Pedal.  
New Year’s Day will mark the 18th 
annual Polar Bear Bicycle Ride, 
sponsored by the Lamar Parks 
and Recreation Department.  It’s 
open to all ages, it starts at 1pm at 
the Lamar Community Building, 
it offers a free bowl of chili to each 
rider and it’s a nice way to spend 
an afternoon and get the new year 
off to a good start. 

The Polar Bear Pedal will only 
be cancelled because of a bliz-
zard; otherwise everybody rides 
the route for the afternoon.  The 
forecast will play a role in the ride, 
as the length of the route will be 
determined by the weather of the 
day.  Everybody that registers and 
rides also gets a free t-shirt.  Reg-
ister at the Lamar Parks and Rec-
reation department and let them 
know your shirt size in advance.  
Call 719-336-2774 for more in-
formation or go to their website 
at lamarparkandrec.com



Law Enforcement 

12P-3373 Wanted Person                  15:48:21 12/17/12 D Ausbun        ACT
Joseph Gazotti was served with a warrant for introduction of contraband into theProwers County Jail. Gazotti 
was already in custody on an unrelated charge.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3374 Wanted Person                  15:48:43 12/17/12 D Ausbun        ACT
Adrian Felan was served with a warrant for introduction of contraband into the Prowers County Jail. Felan was 
already in custody on an unrelated charge.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13698    Officer: T Cope     Date: Mon Dec 17 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers arrested Jason Ramirez, 35 of Denver, for possession of more than five pounds of marijuana.  Jason is 
held at Prowers County Jail on a $20,000 dollar bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13702 Sgt. Losa Date: Mon Dec 17 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer contacted Jason Ramirez, 35, of Denver, CO who was confirmed to have an active warrant.  Jason 
is held at Prowers County Jail on a $12,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13707 Officer: R. Macias Date: Tue Dec 18 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers assisted an Rp in the 100 block of North Main Street with an intoxicated female.  The female was 
transported to her residence by the Rp.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3386 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 22:37:18 12/18/12 JE Weisenhorn   OHS
Deputy J Weisenhorn responded to the 33000 blk of Cnty Rd 7 for a suspicious incident. Upon arrival the RP 
stated someone had broken out the passenger side window of his pickup. The RP stated he would speak to the 
manager to get the surveillance video for the parking lot. The incident is still under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13738 Officer: R. Macias Date: Wed Dec 19 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Alexander Marez, 29 of Lamar, in regards to a Prowers County Court Warrant.  Marez was 
arrested and taken to Prowers County Jail.  Marez is being held on a $1000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13741   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Tue Dec 18, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
With the assistance of Detective Jenkins, Leonardo Dominguez, 20, of Lamar, was arrested in the 1400 blk 
of E Olive St due to being a wanted person. Leonardo was transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is 
being held on a $75,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13743 Officer: R. Macias Date: Wed Dec 19 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers contacted Dakota Abling, 19 of Lamar, in regards to a District Court Warrant.  Dakota was arrested 
and taken to Prowers County Jail. Abling is being held on a $3000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13744   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Tue Dec 18, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Victor Gameros, 23, of Lamar, was contacted in the 200 blk of Maxwell St due to being a wanted person for 
failing to appear. Victor was taken into custody and transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being 
held on a $1000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3393 Courthouse Security Incident   15:09:16 12/19/12 B Settles       OHS
Dep. Settles arrested Raymond R. Sandoval, 45 of Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse on a warrant out 
of Prowers County Court for Protection Order Violation. Sandoval is being held on No Bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3394 Courthouse Security Incident   15:49:58 12/19/12 B Settles       OHS
Dep. Settles arrested Michael Lucas McGee,33 of Lamar at the Prowers County Courthouse on a warrant out 
of Prowers County District Court for Failure to Comply and on a warrant out of Prowers County Court for 
Failure to Comply. McGee is being held on a $4,000 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13760 Officer: Pierce Date: Wed Dec 19 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 900 block of North Main Street on a report of a suspicious incident. Officers found 
a subject had taken fruit from a hotel that he was not staying at. The subject was advised not to return to the 
property.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13773 Officer: Pierce Date: Wed Dec 19 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the area of Main Street and Rail Road on a report of the crossing arms lying in traffic. 
Officers found the arm was out of the lane and contacted BNSF to repair the crossing arm.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:  12L-13788   Officer: Sgt. Gonzales   Date: Wed Dec 19 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
12-19-12 at approximately 2045 hrs. officers responded to the 1200 Blk S. Main Street on the report of a dog 
run over by a semi tracker trailer.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3398 Domestic Violence              09:28:17 12/20/12 Shawn Stone     CAW
Deputy responded to the 900 block of West Beech Street in Lamar to take a report of telephone harassment. 
Deputy viewed a message threatening the Rp with having his vehicle tires slit. Deputy will obtain an arrest 
warrant for Domestic violence and harassment.

——————————————————————————–
12P-3407 PD Accident                    00:01:39 12/21/12 R Rodriguez     ACT
Deputies responded to a vehicle that had struck a power pole. Izzie Schenck, 21of Holly, was arrested on DUI 
and transported to the Prowers County Jail where he was held on bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13824   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Thu Dec 20, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 blk of S 8th St due to a possible burglary. The matter was a misunderstanding 
and the subject who entered the home was given a key to be there.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13828   Officer: K Dewey   Date: Fri Dec 21, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers responded to the 100 blk of S 8th St for a juvenile problem. The juvenile settled down and the parents 
were given some advise how to handle the issue if it occurs again.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-13834 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Fri Dec 21, 2012 - MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers observed 3 vehicles parked in the 400 blk of S. 1st St. which were in violation of city ordinance.  Of-
ficers tagged all three vehicles with a 72 hour tow tag.

——————————————————————————–

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com

Bus Bust Turns Up Eleven Pounds of Pot
On Monday, December 17, 2012, Officers from the Lamar Police Department contacted the 

driver of the Greyhound Bus at North Main and Holly streets and were given permission to 
deploy a drug detection K9. The drug detection K9 alerted to a seat in the rear of the bus. A 
jacket and a pillow were sitting on that seat. Officers located a container with a small amount 
of marijuana in the jacket pocket. When the pillow was picked up it was abnormally heavy and 
foreign objects could be detected by feeling inside the pillow. On scene investigation and inter-
views of other bus passengers revealed the individual who had been sitting in the seat when the 
bus arrived in Lamar.

Officers contacted the individual, who proved to be Jason Ramirez, age 35, of Denver. Ramirez 
denied being on the bus, although the bus driver was holding a bus ticket in his name. A comput-
er check of Ramirez revealed he was wanted on two outstanding warrants. Ramirez was detained 
and transported to the Police Annex for further investigation.

A search warrant was applied for and obtained, which authorized officers to check inside the 
pillow. When the pillow was opened, Officers discovered several individually wrapped bricks 
which proved to contain marijuana. The total weight of the marijuana was over 11 pounds.

Jason Ramirez was transported to the Prowers County Jail where he is being held on the active 
warrant and a charge of possession of marijuana with the intent to distribute. Ramirez’s bond is 
currently set $32,000. Submitted by Gary McCrea - Chief of Police

Lamar Police Arrest Local Man on Sex Assault Charges
On December 2, 2012, officers from the Lamar Police Department received a call about 

a sexual assault on a minor. Officers were advised a 20 year old subject, identified as Leonardo 
Dominguez of Lamar, had engaged in sexual activity with a juvenile.

Officers and detectives interviewed the victim and based upon the victim’s statements were 
able to secure a search warrant for Leonardo’s residence, where multiple items were collected for 
additional processing. Detectives interviewed Leonardo and a possible exculpatory witness.

Based upon the interviews an arrest warrant for Leonardo was obtained. Officers arrested 
Leonardo on Tuesday, December 18, 2012 and transported him to Prowers County Jail where he 
is being held on a $75,000 any type bond. Media Release from Lamar Police Department


