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latest breaking news stories for Prowers County. There is 
no cost or obligation on your part to receive the Journal 
Alert, sponsored by Colorado East Bank & Trust. Let us 
know which email to use, and when a story breaks, you’ll 
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PMC Offers CEO Position to Craig Loveless
The search for a chief executive officer at Prowers Medical Center may be coming to a 

close.  Candy Ruedeman, PMC board chairperson, said the board made a job offer to interim 
Chief Executive Officer, Craig Loveless, following a late night executive session during the 
June 26 monthly meeting.  Loveless has not given an answer at this time, pending salary 
negotiations with the board and QHR, Quorum Health Resources, the managing firm for 
Prowers Medical Center.  Loveless became the Interim CEO at the hospital on May 7, fol-
lowing the departure of James Fairchild.  Loveless most recently served as CEO and general 
counsel for a healthcare management group in California. He and his family currently reside 
in Springfield, Colorado.  He has extensive corporate financial management, legal and gen-
eral management experience. 

“Prowers Medical Center is in good financial shape for the year,” according to Tom Din-
gus, whose firm conducted an independent audit of hospital finances.  He reported to the 
board that operating income is up $1 million over last year and wages and salaries have 
shown a general 7% increase.  Offhand, Dingus said for every full time employee at PMC, 
the hospital generates $119,000 in revenue.  One area that limits financial growth, he said, is 
bad debt and charity care.  Those two areas equal 11% of annual operating revenue, gener-
ally higher than most hospitals in the QHR framework.  Prowers County is high on the state 
income/poverty list, and low income patients from surrounding counties also use the hospital 
as their primary health care source.  Dingus said although the impact is the same, charity care 
comes from those who can’t pay and bad debt stems from those who won’t.  Audrey Kane, 
Chief Financial Officer said the hospital saw an increase of cash-on-hand by four days from 
last month, bringing it up to 83 days.  Net operating income for May, 2012 was $128,917 
compared to 2011 of $368,377. 

The new board of directors, now with their second meeting, is looking at reviewing and 
updating various by-laws and developing committees and work sessions to streamline future 
board meetings.  The general by-laws will be reviewed by Craig Loveless and hospital attorney, 
John Lefferdink.   Chief of Staff, Dr. Barry Portner and Loveless will review medical staff by-
laws for the August board meeting.  Committees will be developed to address finances and 
audits, compensation and medical credentials.  Credentials for about a dozen current medical 
practitioners were approved at the June 26 meeting.    A work session will be planned to review 
policies for education assistance plans for employees and Capital Equipment Purchases, as well 
as Delegation of Authority.  The board approved policies regulating various material recycling 
policies in accord with state health regulations.

The hospital has hired a key employee, Donna Walker, as Chief Clinical Officer who 
joined the staff on July 2.  She replaces Maxine Montano who resigned almost a year ago.  
Progress is being made on updating the hospital to an electronic health record system.  PMC 
selected CPSI as its vendor and the contract was signed on June 21, 2012.  The next Prowers 
Medical Center Board meeting will be held July 25. By Russ Baldwin

Local Medical Providers Collaborating on
New Health Information Program

The four main health organizations in Prowers County are forming an information 
group to foster community wellness and take steps to counter chronic illness and increas-
ing obesity in the county.  This is being done, according to Jackie Brown from Prowers 
County Public Health & Environment, as the LiveWell grants are going away over the next 
18 months.  She told the County Commissioners, LiveWell would be moved over into a 
sustainability program. 

Jackie Brown , Jay Brooke from High Plains Community Health Center and Craig Love-
less and Karen Bryant from Prowers Medical Center met with the Prowers County Commis-
sioners recently to outline the scope of their project and ask for a letter of support.  Although 
no representative was available for the meeting, Southeast Mental Health Services is also 
one of the start-up principals in the project.  An independent board will govern the health 
coalition, comprised of representatives from the local health service field as well as some civic 
officials and private citizens.   

Jay Brooke said that, “Although we haven’t been really good neighbors over the years, this 
will provide an opportunity for us to start on the same page and move in the same direction,” 
for health care.  The grant, Brooke continued, “will allow for community strategic planning 
to determine a series of programs in which all the health agencies can collaborate.”  He said 
the new group will address the high incidences of chronic illnesses and get people on a well-
ness program. 

The information center will initially stem from the medical campus on Kendall Drive in 
Lamar.  The grant funded operation will concentrate on cancer, cardiovascular and pulmo-
nary disease.  Related partnerships with local groups could include Lamar Parks and Recre-
ation, school representatives, Lamar Community College, some business owners, interested 
citizens and representatives from local government.  Interim Prowers Medical Center CEO, 
Craig Loveless said the program will have an independent governing board, not directly tied 
to the main health care providers.   He added that some of the services could be in-kind, 
through training, or treatment through mid-level medical providers.  Brown explained that 
the services will be for anyone in the community, irrespective of who they received their 
medical care from in the past or their financial ability to pay for services.   

The funding will provide for two initial salaried employees who will work to get the 
program functioning, qualify for 501C3 status and note potential duplication of existing 
medical services.  Jay Brooke, executive director of High Plains, said his clinic will be the 
original financial pathway for the project. The grant application has already been issued and 
an answer on the funding is expected by October.  By that time, the assessments of a health-
oriented community assessment will be issued.  Two community needs assessment, health 
forums are scheduled for July 19 and August 13. 

The representatives provided the commissioners with a list of possible programs that 
could be covered including:  Worksite Wellness, Women’s Wellness Connection, exercise 
voucher program, Health Living Classes, Colorectal cancer screening, health fairs, nutritional 
programs, diabetes classes, Get Lean Lamar, the community garden, the Saturday Stroll, 
obesity prevention, the 5-2-10 childhood obesity initiative, school health coach, smoking 
cessation program and others. 

Brown said this was a needed project, citing recent health assessments for the county.  She 
stated, “The 2012 county health rankings which were just released, show Prowers County 
ranked 57 out of 59 for health factors and 53 out of 59 for a health outcome.  This basically 
reflects our chronic disease rates.”  She added, “This program will help people get into this 
system and receive the health care navigation they need to make the changes in their life.” 
By Russ Baldwin
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Holly Town Government
Administrator ............................537-6633
Town Clerk ................................537-6622
Utilities ......................................537-6025
Sheriff ........................................336-8050
Non Emergency .........................537-6526
Fire Department ........................537-6650
Library .......................................537-6520
Holly Medical Clinic .................537-6642
Holly Nursing Center ................537-6555
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Free Equipment Library
at Lamar Community Building

You can check out sports equipment free, from the 

Lamar Parks and Rec Department.   Just like a li-

brary, take out baseballs, basketballs, soccer balls, 

hula hoops, tennis racquets and balls, volleyball 

nets, Frisbees for golf and even jump ropes and 

horseshoes.  Check yours out today, call 336-2774.
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OPEN DAILY at 11:00 am
7 Days a Week

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM

100 Savage Avenue in Lamar  -  336.8888

MUST BRING THIS AD IN TO REDEEM
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1ST   MARGARITA  $1.991ST   MARGARITA  $1.99

1st Class Menu...

1st Class Service...

Enjoy Our
Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm
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Sunday Brunch

1 1 am to 2 pm

H i g h w a y  5 0  •  G r a n a d a ,  C O  8 1 0 4 1
( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 5   •   ( 7 1 9 )  7 3 4 - 5 1 1 6

F i n e  D i n i n g ,  C a s u a l  A t m o s p h e re

403 Kendall Drive
Lamar, CO 81052
www.prowersmedical.com

MEDICAL CARE

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

PROWERS MEDICAL GROUP

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT CALL:

719-336-7005
VARIETY OF INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Brian Koper, DO
General & Laparoscopic

Surgery

�� Doctor of Osteopathy from Kirksville College of Osteopathic 
Medicine in Kirksville, MS in 2002 

�� Bachelor of Science in Biology and Chemistry from the Univer-
sity of Colorado, Denver, CO in 1988 

�� Surgical residency training at Ingham Regional Medical Center, 
Michigan State University in Lansing, MI  

Obituaries
Kathy L. Bodie - February 2, 1945 – June 26, 2012 - A Celebration of Life for longtime 
Lamar resident, Kathy L. Bodey was Monday, July 2, 2012 at the Peacock Family Chapel 
with Ian Blacker of the Lamar Christian Church officiating. Interment followed at Riverside 
Cemetery. For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.
peacockfuneralhome.com.
Sharon “Kay” Brown - July 9, 1956 – April 1, 2012 - A Memorial Service for former 
Lamar resident currently of Garden City, Kansas, Sharon “Kay” Brown will be held at the Wil-
low Creek Gazebo on July 7, 2012 at 2:00 PM. Per Kay’s request cremation has taken place. 
For current information and online condolences please visit the website at www.peacockfuner-
alhome.com.
Isabell Margaret “Frieda” Johnson - July 7, 1955 – April 24, 2012 - A memorial service 
for Phoenix, Arizona resident, Isabell Margaret Johnson, affectionately known to many as 
“Frieda”, will be held at 10:00 AM Saturday July 7, 2012 at the St. Francis de Sales/Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Lamar. Father Charles Sena will officiate the service. Those 
desiring may make memorial contributions to the Isabell M. Johnson memorial fund in care 
of the Peacock Funeral Home.
Maria C. Sena - July 8, 1931 – June 29, 2012 - A Mass of Christian Burial for Lamar, 
Colorado resident, Maria Sena was held Thursday, July 5, 2012 at the St. Francis de Sales/Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Catholic Church in Lamar, CO.  Father Charles Sena was the celebrant 
and burial followed in Holly Cemetery, Holly, Colorado.  Funeral arrangements were handled 
by Valley Memorial Funeral Chapel in Lamar. For more information and online condolences 
please visit our website at www.valleymemorialfc.com.
Dorsen Niceschwander - November 3, 1948 – June 29, 2012 - Dorsen Dee Nice-
schwander, 63, passed away Friday, June 29, 2012, at Prowers Medical Center, Lamar, Colo-
rado. He was born November 3, 1948 to Joseph and Eleanor (Flower) Niceschwander in 
Goodland, Kansas.  Visitation for Dorsen was Tuesday, July 3, 2012 at Valley Memorial Fu-
neral Chapel in Lamar, Colorado. Per family’s request, cremation took place after visitation 
and services may be held at a later date.  For more information or online condolences please 
visit www.valleymemorialfc.com.

June Precipitation Levels for S.E. Colorado
Despite the summer heat, some areas of southeast Colorado continued to receive precipita-

tion in amounts comparable to last year.  The overall drought status of southeast Colorado is 
slightly improved over last year, which is why some counties have not been red-flagged for burn 
bans from the National Weather Service.  Prowers and Baca Counties are two of those. 

Despite the June precipitation levels, the combined heat and dry conditions were enough 
to postpone the annual fireworks displays for Granada on July 3 and Lamar for July 4, per order 
of the Prowers County Sheriff ’s Office. 

The following are the precipitation levels for southeast Colorado communities for June 
2011 and 2012: 
                                      June 2011                           June 2012
Eads   1.56   1.00
Haswell   0.69   0.37
Holly   2.71   2.46
J. Martin Dam  2.83   1.78
La Junta   1.68   0.09
Lamar   3.40   1.07
Las Animas  2.45   0.00
Sheridan Lake  2.76   2.48
Springfield  1.62   1.90
Swink   1.96   0.08
Trinidad   0.42   0.01
Walsenburg  0.17   0.27
Wiley   1.48   1.40
Walsh   1.28   3.82

State Drought Assessment
June 2012 Drought Update for Colorado from Colorado Water Conservation Board.

The persistence of above average temperatures throughout the state continues to exacer-
bate persistently dry conditions on the west slope and parts of the eastern plains.  Some areas of 
the state have received good June precipitation.  However, high temperatures and winds have 
decreased the beneficial moisture.  Municipalities are reporting increased demand and decreas-
ing storage volumes.  Some have implemented restrictions.  Evapotranspiration rates are at, or 
near, all time highs for this time period throughout most of the state.  Wheat harvest is occur-
ring two weeks early due to high temperatures and limited water supplied.  Agricultural im-
pacts to both crops and herds are being reported.  Snowpack in most river basins is comparable 
to June 1, 2002 and melt out has completed in many.  Extreme drought conditions have been 
expanded across the northwest quadrant of the state according to the U.S. Drought Monitor; 
similar conditions also exist on the eastern plains in the Arkansas River basis.  The last three 
months temperatures have been five degrees above average for most of Colorado, with some 
areas experiencing temperatures eight degrees above normal.  

Reservoir storage remains decent throughout most of the state, at 98% of average and 
92% of this time last year. The Upper Colorado and Yampa/ White river basins have the high-
est percent of average storage with both at 113%, while the Rio Grande has the lowest at 57% 
of average. All basins have seen a decline in average storage volumes since last month.  

As of the June 19, 2012 US Drought Monitor, 100% of Colorado is experiencing some 
level of drought classification. D1, moderate drought, conditions remain in much of the east-
ern plains, while the west slope is now classified as experiencing D2, severe, and D3 extreme 
drought conditions. Pockets of D2 and D3 also exist in the San Luis Valley and on the eastern 
plains. 27 % of the state is classified as experiencing “Extreme Drought” . 

All streamflow forecasts are well below average. Most are below 50% statewide, with To-
michi Creek at Gunnison the lowest at 7% and the Rio Grande at Wagon Wheel Gap the 
highest at 65% of average.  

ENSO (El Niño/Southern Oscillation) conditions remain neutral. A full transition to El 
Niño could occur in the second half of 2012. El Niño conditions would favor more moisture 
for the state.  

Producers are reporting mixed yields from the early wheat harvest, with some areas seeing 
as much as 25-30 bushels per acre and others as low as six. Rangeland conditions are poor to 
very poor and many counties are in the process of requesting emergency grazing on CRP lands. 
Dry-land farmers are the most impacted at this time, although irrigators are reporting needing 
more water than normal for this time of year.  

As of July 3, 62 of Colorado’s 64 counties qualify for Federal Disaster Relief because of 
drought conditions. Delta and San Juan counties were excluded. 

The fire situation rating for the Rocky Mountain Area remains at Preparedness Level 
4, indicating that highly complex large fire activity is occurring. Fire severity is very high to 
extreme as reported in multiple areas. One or more regional dispatch centers are experiencing 
an incident requiring type-1 or type-2 teams, and a majority of zone resources are committed. 
Priority setting is needed for critical resources.  There is a statewide ban on open burning and 
the private use of fireworks due to high fire danger.

Upcoming Events
July 6-8 - Windmill Classic Ballgames • State Babe Ruth 18 & U tournament
Saturday, July 7 - SOS Dance, 7pm, Bob/Jody Sturges
Sunday, July 8 - Project HOPE Party at Pool
Monday, July 9 - Lamar, Wiley, City Council Meeting
Tuesday, July 10 - LUB Meeting, Noon
Wednesday, July 11 - City Council Breakfast, 7-8am at Rancher’s Restaurant 
• Noon-Holly Commercial Club • Holly Town Board Meeting-7pm • Sr. Board 
Meeting, Noon • SOS Center Genealogy Meeting, 6pm • Lamar Library, Star 
Watch Party

Please Visit Us Online @ www.theprowersjournal.com

Sign & Graphic

Solutions
210 S Main St  •  Lamar, CO 81052

(719) 336-9095

email:  lorna.robinsonprint@gmail.com

 Decals • Posters • Banners • Truck Lettering
Logo Design •  Vehicle Skins • Vehicle Wraps

Custom Stickers • Back-Lit Signs

For ALL Your Signage and Vinyl
Needs. COME SEE US!

Your FREE copy of The Prowers 
Journal is available each Wednesday at:

Thriftway in Lamar
Reyman’s Grocery in Holly

The Lamar Library
Building Material Supply

North Love’s Store
Taco Johns

A and B Liquor
Daylight Donut

 & 50+ Other Businesses
Be sure to read The Prowers Journal 

online at www.theprowersjournal.com



Breakfast   –  Lunch  –   Dinner
now served at

COW PALACE INNCOW PALACE INN

COMING SOON...   The Cow Palace Espresso Bar
Stop by and view all the new improvements at the Cow Palace Inn

Call the RodeWay Cow Palace Inn to reserve your Weddings/Conventions

1301 N. Main St.  •  Lamar, CO  •  719.336.7753

COMING SOON Th C P l E B

Breakfast: 6am - 10am  7 days a week
Lunch: 11am - 2 pm  Monday - Friday &
 11:30am - 2pm Saturday, Sunday
Dinner: 5pm - 9pm  7 days a week
Lounge Menu: 9pm - To Closing
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Light Plant Makes Additional Storm Damage 
Insurance Claims

The Lamar Utility Board held a brief meeting this past Tuesday, 
June 26 before adjourning into executive session to receive legal advice 
regarding WildEarth Guardian litigation and legal questions pertaining 
to the Lamar Repowering project.

Board members awarded several bids:  $115,048 to Altec Industries 
for a 2012 Bucket Truck with an aerial device; $29,326 for wooden re-
placement poles to Bell Lumber & Pole; $76,990 to Western United for 
steel poles and $12,778 for deadend assemblies for the poles.  The most 
recent storm damage to Lamar Light and Power equipment was estimat-
ed at $30,925 which will be forwarded to the City of Lamar’s insurance 
carrier, CIRSA, for reimbursement.

The light plant made some money back, $16,737, on the sale of 
scrap copper and ACSR wire that resulted from the April 27 storm.  To-
tal weight was 18,800 pounds.  The plant also sold 74.23 tons of scrap 
metal from the Repowering Project, although the proceeds, $14,920, will 
be forwarded to ARPA, Arkansas River Power Authority.    Bills totaling 
$1,112,917.43 were approved for payment.  An increase in wind energy 
production was noted, with the plant’s turbines producing 6,153,644 
kWh, about 8.2% more than the same time period last year.   The next 
LUB meeting will be held at noon, Tuesday, July 10. By Russ Baldwin 

Rabies Confirmed in Bent County Cow; 
Humans Receiving Shots

DENVER — The Colorado State University Veterinary Diagnostic 
Laboratory has confirmed rabies in a cow from Bent County. Due to 
exposure with the rabid cow, four individuals now are receiving post-
exposure rabies vaccinations. Two skunks with rabies were reported in the 
same vicinity this spring.

The cow most likely was exposed through contact with a wild ani-

mal, such as a skunk. Skunk rabies now is present in most of Colorado 
east of the Continental Divide, with the exceptions of the Denver metro 
area and Jefferson and Boulder counties. Dr. Elisabeth Lawaczeck, state 
public health veterinarian at the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment, said, “Don’t procrastinate – vaccinate! Pet owners 
should ensure their animals are currently vaccinated through a licensed 
veterinarian.”

Lawaczeck encouraged livestock owners to consult with their local 
veterinarian on vaccinating their animals, appropriate vaccination prac-
tices and the cost/benefit ratio for large herds. She cautioned that rabies 
vaccines purchased through feed stores and other businesses not overseen 
by a licensed veterinarian or veterinary clinic will not be recognized by 
local public health officials, animal control agencies or animal health of-
ficials in the event of exposure of the domestic animal to a suspected or 
confirmed rabid animal.

“This also is a good time to remind people to keep their pets’ rabies 
vaccinations up to date and to take a few simple precautions to avoid 
pets coming in contact with wildlife,” said Lawaczeck. “Having pets vac-
cinated is the simplest and most effective way to protect pets and family 
members from this deadly disease. I encourage pet owners to contact 
their veterinarian and get their pets up to date on vaccinations.

”Rabies is a virus that affects the nervous system of humans and other 
mammals, resulting in a fatal disease. The virus is shed in the saliva of in-
fected animals. People and animals get rabies from the bite of a rabid ani-
mal or direct contact with saliva from such an animal. Lawaczeck advised 
taking the following precautions to prevent possible exposure to rabies:

Do not feed wild animals. This brings them closer to your family and •	
reduces their natural fear of humans.

If you encounter a skunk, raccoon or other carnivore during daytime •	
hours, leave it alone. If the animal appears sick or aggressive, call your lo-
cal animal control agency or the Division of Wildlife.· Teach children to 
stay away from wild or dead animals.

Do not allow pets to roam freely, as this increases the chance they may •	
be exposed without your knowledge.

Rabies continued on back..



Keep your pets’ rabies vaccinations current, and maintain vaccination •	
records. If you can’t afford to vaccinate your pets for rabies through your 
local veterinarian, check with local animal shelters or humane societies 
for reduced vaccination fees. Rabies vaccination performed by owners 
will not be recognized by local public health or animal control agencies 
for licensing or in the event of exposure to a rabid animal.

Discuss rabies vaccination of your livestock with your veterinarian. Vac-•	
cination should be considered for horses and other equines, breeding live-
stock, dairy cattle or other high-value livestock, especially in areas of the 
state where skunks have been diagnosed with rabies.

Contact your veterinarian if your dog or cat is bitten or scratched by a •	
wild animal, such as a skunk, bat, fox or raccoon, or comes home smell-
ing like a skunk.

If a family member or pet has been bitten or scratched by a wild 
mammal, contact your local public health agency and consult with a phy-
sician without delay. If you have questions about rabies or whom to call 
in your area for response to a wild or suspect animal, please call the Bent 
County Public Health at 719-456-0517.

If you are a resident who lives outside of Bent County, call COHELP 
at 1-877-462-2911 for more information.

Lamar Merchants 18 & Under Team
Hosting Weekend Tournament

Lamar is hosting a three day, four-team Babe Ruth State Tourna-
ment, beginning Friday, July 6 at Merchant’s Park.

The 18 & Under age division is under the Colorado Babe Ruth State 
sanction.  The first game for the double elimination tournament will be-
gin at 7pm, Friday, according to Lamar team coach, Bart Cruikshank. 

“I remembered back in the late 80’s or early 90’s we used to have a 
merchant’s team,” he said.  “When I came back from living in Grand 
Junction, I never lost my love of baseball and wanted to see something 
for the players who were just out of high school,” he added.  Cruikshank 
said the efforts of local merchants, the Lamar Chamber of Commerce 
and Chana Reed and others paid off with their donations. 

He said he had lined up a series of independent tournaments through 
the summer, but since joining the Babe Ruth franchise, has to consider 
some tournament alternatives.  “If we win this weekend, we have a re-
gional tournament in Montrose ahead of us, but it’s stretched out over 
eight days if we accept the bid,” Coach Cruikshank stated.  He had other 
non Babe Ruth tournaments planned through the summer, including 
Enid, OK and a Mid America State World Series in Dodge City.  “There 
are a couple of other ones in Denver and in Dodge, and we’re considering 
our schedule for those,” Cruikshank explained.  He stated that it’s great 
to see the merchant team resurrected in the community. 

A 5pm picnic is set for Friday at Merchant’s Park with opening cer-
emonies set for 6pm and the first game at 7pm with Limon going against 
the host team, Lamar Merchants.  Cruikshank said, “If we win, we’ll play 
Saturday at 7pm and at 4pm if we lose.  The championship match up is 
on Sunday at 2:30pm.”  Other teams in the tournament include Burling-
ton, Kiowa and Limon.  By Russ Baldwin

Maintenance Funding Sought for PCDI 
Washington Street Property

The Washington Street property will be shown to a prospective busi-
ness developer later this month. Prowers County Development Incor-
porated Executive Director Lisa Nolder informed board members of an 
interested party during their June 26 monthly meeting.

Nolder said interest in the building developed from a contact she 
made during the annual AWEA, American Wind Energy Association 
trade show held in Atlanta, GA in early June. This is the third show that 
Nolder has attended as PCDI executive director. It was noted from the 
meeting minutes that the plumbing leak in the building several months 
ago was not due to a burst pipe, but a split plastic nut under the toilet. 
The stream of water bored a hole in the drywall. The problem has been 
fixed and there was no permanent damage to the wall or adjacent car-
peting. The property has been given a once over in anticipation of the 
pending visit. The company that will view the site distributes shrink wrap 
used for shipping wind tower components and is seeking a distribution 
center in Colorado or Nevada. Other Prowers County sites will also be 
viewed. Nolder informed the board that because the fate of Wind Pro-
duction Tax Credits is in the hands of Congress, pending its approval of 
an extension by year’s end, the wind energy industry is curtailing orders 
and development.

The Washington Street property was donated to PCDI by Big R sev-

eral years ago when the local offices moved to the Pueblo region. The 
donation served as a business incentive for PCDI and as a charitable de-
duction. The property has been listed for sale since then, locally and re-
gionally. A financial set-aside was provided for on-going maintenance to 
the buildings and land, and that has been used to provide insurance, utili-
ties and general maintenance since it was donated to PCDI. The board 
has made substantial cutbacks on expenditures, but additional funding 
will be needed to sustain the facility. The board approved seeking local 
incentive donations to support the property. By Russ Baldwin

General Surgeon Joins the Healthcare 
Team at Prowers County Medical Center 

Lamar, CO – Prowers Medical Center and Prowers Medical Group 
are pleased to announce the arrival of Dr. Brian Koper, General Surgeon, 
as the newest member of our Healthcare Team. We welcome Dr. Koper 
to Southeast Colorado and are excited to expand the scope and quality of 
surgical services we can offer.

Brian Koper, DO, comes to Southeast Colorado from Indiana; al-
though, he has spent most of his years in Colorado. He attended high 
school in Aurora, Colorado. He received his medical degree from the 
University of Colorado in Denver and completed his general surgery 
residency training in Lansing, Michigan at the Ingham Regional Medical 
Center – Michigan State University.

General surgeons increasingly provide care through the use of mini-
mally invasive and endoscopic techniques. Their expertise is in the diag-
nosis and care of patients with diseases and disorders affecting the abdo-
men, digestive tract, endocrine system, breast, skin, and blood vessels, 
Dr. Koper performs surgeries that include advanced laparoscopic tech-
niques. He has been trained in LapBand and the da Vinci surgical system 
training.

Dr. Koper is an excellent addition to our medical staff team. His 
background along with the experienced staff and state-of-the-art surgery 
center means the people of our area can receive high quality surgical care 
close to home.

His personal interests include cooking, fishing, and camping, shoot-
ing, hiking and spending time with his black Labrador “Cash”.

Dr. Brian Koper has arrived in Lamar and began his practice on June 
25, 2012. As a member of the Prowers Medical Center Healthcare Team 
he is ready to provide comprehensive Medical Care for the Entire Fam-
ily. Call Prowers Medical Group at 719-336-7005 to schedule your ap-
pointment. Receive personalized, attentive healthcare with the customer 
service you deserve.

Federal Government Approves Drought
Disaster for Colorado

DENVER  — Tuesday, July 3, 2012 - U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack notified Gov. John Hickenlooper today that 62 of the state’s 
64 counties qualify for federal disaster relief because of drought condi-
tions.

“The Department of Agriculture has reviewed the Loss Assessment 
Reports and has determined that there were sufficient production losses 
in 62 counties to warrant a Secretarial Disaster Designation,” a letter 
from Vilsack says. “Therefore, I am designating all Colorado counties, 
except Delta and San Juan counties, as primary disaster areas due to losses 
caused by drought, excessive heat, and high winds that occurred from 
Jan. 1, 2012, and continuing.”

Hickenlooper sent a letter last week to Vilsack seeking the drought 
assistance. “We are very grateful for Secretary Vilsack’s speedy review of 
our request,” Hickenlooper said. “This federal disaster declaration will 
give farmers and ranchers in Weld County and nearly every other part of 
the state much needed relief.”

Typically, counties must meet certain crop loss criteria to qualify for 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) disaster assistance. Once that 
crop loss criteria is met, the governor then makes a request to the Secre-
tary of Agriculture asking for a disaster designation for that county. This 
year, because of severe drought conditions across the state, the Colorado 
Department of Agriculture worked with the local USDA Farm Service 
Agency office in seeking a disaster designation before each county shows 
the minimum crop loss.

The federal assistance approved today includes Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) emergency loans. Farmers in eligible counties have eight months 
from the date of the declaration to apply for emergency loan assistance. 
FSA will consider each emergency loan application on its own merits, 
taking into account the extent of production losses, security available and 
repayment ability.

Local FSA offices can provide farmers with more information.

Rabies continued from front..



Letter to the Editor Policy
The identity of the letter writer must be verified before publi-
cation.  Phone numbers will not be published, but are used to 
verify identity of the letter writer.  Letters may be edited for 
grammar, length and civility.  No third party letters will be 
published.  The publication of a Letter to the Editor does not 
constitute an endorsement of the writer’s comments by The 
Prowers Journal or Robinson Printing, Inc.  Due to space 
consideration, Letters to the Editor may be published online, 
but not necessarily in our Wednesday newsletter. Letters may 
be sent to The Prowers Journal, 208 South Main Street, La-
mar, CO. 81052

Prowers Area Transit
PATS, Prowers Area Transit 
offers public transportation 
Monday thru Friday from 
7:30am to 5pm.  Please 
make reservations 24 hours 
in advance.  Call for your 
ride at 719-336-8034.  Se-
nior Discount Tickets are 
available in the front office 
at 407 East Olive, Lamar.
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Yard Sales
Yard Sale
1200 Parkview Ave, Lamar – Saturday July 7th from 
7:00am to 1:00pm – Womens clothes, shoes, purses, lug-
gage, TV and much much more!
Yard Sale
1512 South 10th St., Lamar – Saturday, July 7 starts at 
7:00am – Lots of miscellaneous & clothes
Yard Sale
815 Willow Valley, Lamar – 7:00am to 11:00am – Little 
of everything -4 family sale
Large Yard Sale
711 S. 9th, Lamar – Saturday, July 7 from 7:00am to ??? 
Some furniture and lots of  misc. and clothes.
Yard Sale
1 Highland St. (corner of Forest & Highland), Lamar 
– Saturday, July 7th from 7:00am – 5:00pm – Treadmill, 
light queen size mattress and box springs (top holds full 
size foam), small to medium size clothes, a few books and 
more.

Babe Ruth 14 Prep - 
Host Families Needed!

Lamar will play host to the 
Babe Ruth Midwest Plains Re-
gional Baseball Tournament for 
the 14 year old PREP. This tour-
nament will take place August 3 
– 8, 2012 with boys from Lamar, 
Missouri, Minnesota, Colorado, 
Kansas, North Dakota, Iowa, Ne-
braska and Canada competing.

Do you love baseball and have 
a spare bedroom or two? Well, for-
ty to fifty local families are being 
sought to serve as hosts to players 
during the tournament as it is one 
of the requirements by the Babe 
Ruth Organization. Host fami-
lies are responsible for transport-
ing their players to and from ball 
games, for food and for the laun-
dering of the players’ uniforms. 
The host family tournament pic-
nic and meeting will kick-off Fri-
day, August 3 at 6:00pm.

Open up your home and share 
your family, history and culture 
of our community. Be the players 
“adopted” family and cheer them 
on!

To sign-up or for additional 
information, please contact the 
Lamar Chamber of Commerce 
at 719-336-4379.
 

Shawna Hodge
Main Street Director

City  of Lamar
109A East Beech Street

Lamar, CO 81052

Notice
Residents of Lamar and Prow-
ers County - The City of Lamar 
is notifying all residents that the 
City has received a letter from 
HomeServe, which is a water 
service line coverage company.  
HomeServe will be mailing a 
solicitation to residents in our 
community.  HomeServe is not 
affiliated with the City of Lamar 
and the City of Lamar does not 
endorse this company.

At the Library
Don’t Forget: The Adult Summer Reading Program par-
ticipants will be meeting on Thursday, June 28th  @ 7:00 
pm. They will be discussing the book by Jim Fergus, “One 
Thousand White Women”. Please come join in!Prowers County Historical

Society Meeting
Prowers County Historical Society continues July’s 

patriotic theme at its quarterly General Meeting on July 
19, 2012 with a presentation on historical political fig-
ures who have a connection to Prowers County.

They will also hear from this year’s candidates for 
County Commissioner, on the topic of how the Board of 
Commissioners and the Prowers County Historical So-
ciety can best share the responsibility of preserving our 
heritage at Big Timbers Museum.

The meeting will be held at 7 pm at Big Timbers 
Museum, and everyone is welcome. Light refreshments 
will be provided.

Letter to Editor
Wendy Buxton-Andrade

 

Thank you to all the people in Prowers County that 
voted for me.  There is no way that I can express my grati-
tude to the citizens in Prowers County that have supported 
me and believed in me.  We need to remember the past but 
it is imperative we focus on our future.  I hope and pray 
that the citizens of Prowers County will provide me with 
the opportunity to serve them as we move forward. Thank 
you again for your support.
Wendy Buxton-Andrade

The Prowers Journal 
Classified Ads 

…are a great way to advertise
…bring attention to your retail 
business
…are a low-cost, effective way 
to reach your clientele, old and 
new
…we can accept scripted ads 
up to Tuesday afternoon for 
Wednesday print
…we can accept online ads 
anytime
…The Prowers Journal news-
letter is free
…we publish 1,400 newsletters 
each week for Lamar, Wiley, 
Granada and Holly
...our reach and readership 
continues to grow
…our online readership con-
tinues to grow weekly. 
…our numbers are great, so 
your business earns a better 
return on your investment 

Selling a house or car?  
Seeking an employee? Posting 
an official notice?  Running a 
seasonal sale?

The Prowers Journal is less 
than two years old and making 
an impact in the county.  Make 
a business impact with your 
Classified Ad this week in The 
Prowers Journal.

Call 719-336-9095 today.

Friends of Ruthie’s
Ruthie Esgar was recently hospitalized in Pueblo, CO., 

in need of critical care.  She has had several surgeries and 
may require additional treatment.  Visitors are not allowed 
at this time, but cards and well wishes are allowed.  You may 
send them to Ruthie Esgar, Parkview Hospital, 400 W. 16th 
Street,   Pueblo, Colorado 81003.



Law Enforcement 
12P-1770 Theft   10:46:01 06/25/12 T Weisenhorn    ACT
Detective T Weisenhorn took a report of theft in the 24000 Blk of Cnty Rd SS.  Farm equipment was taken. 
Detective is investigating the theft.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1774 Overdose 19:33:21 06/25/12 JE Weisenhorn   OHS 
Deputies responded to Prowers Medical Center for a reported overdose that occurred on Holly. The subject was 
left in the care of medical staff for treatment.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1775 Disturbance   22:15:31 06/25/12 M Palacios      OHS 
Deputy Palacios responded to Bristol on a report of a disturbance.  Upon arrival Deputy talked to the RP who 
said a man was throwing rocks at his truck.  The other party was contacted and stated he didn’t throw any rocks 
at any truck. The matter is still under investigation.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06702 Sgt. Losa Date: Tue Jun 26 MDT 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to the 300 block W. Poplar Street on a report of a disturbance in progress. Officers arrested 
Sebrant Alba, 31, and Teri Castle, 35, both of Lamar.  Both subjects are held on a $500.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-0670 Officer: JC Sherrill Date: Tue Jun 26, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers contacted Jennifer Snodgrass 24, of Salida CO. in the 400 block College Rd. Jennifer was confirmed to 
have an active warrant.  Jennifer was arrested and is held on a $3,000.00 any type bond.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1785 HR Accident 21:57:21 06/26/12 JE Weisenhorn   ACT 
Deputy J Weisenhorn responded to the 100 blk of W Colorado St in Holly for a hit and run accident. The RP 
stated the driver of a silver Ford Taurus drove into her lane and struck her vehicle. The driver then fled the scene. 
Charges pending on identification of the driver.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1795 civil complaint                17:06:41 06/27/12 T Weisenhorn    ACT 
Detective T Weisenhorn was contacted by a subject in Hartman. Land was surveyed for property lines and the 
other party is pulling the surveying flags. Reporting party was advised the property issue is a civil matter and the 
other party involved will be asked to move his property from RP’s land.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06724 Officer: Inman Date: Tue Jun 26 MDT 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers arrested Michael Bannister in the 400 blk. of N. 8th St. for the charges of domestic violence and harass-
ment. Michael is being held on no bond at the Prowers County Jail.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06727 Officer: Pierce   Date: Tue Jun 26 2012MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to the 1600 block of South 9th Street on a report of a bird stuck in a fence. Officers freed the 
bird and it flew away.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06731 Officer: M. Harris Date: Tue Jun 26, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to Logan St for a report of a juvenile riding an ATV at high rates of speed. Officers contacted 
the juvenile and the juvenile was sent home. The juvenile stated he would not ride in the area anymore.

——————————————————————————–
P-1815 Agency Assistance              20:04:32 06/28/12 Shawn Stone     TRA 
Deputy was attempting to serve civil papers in the 400 block of North 11th Street when he discovered a possible 
burglary in progress. Officers from the Lamar Police Department arrived and arrested an adult male and female.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06823     Officer: J. Sherrill       Date: 06/28/2012MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to the 400 block of N. 11th St. on a report of a possible trespass. Two subjects were arrested 
and transported to Prowers County Jail for criminal trespass. Both subjects were held on $4,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06796     Officer: C Miller     Date: Thu Jun 28 MDT 2012MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers arrested Jesse Rockwell, 52 of Wiley, for driving with a revoked driver’s license.  Jesse is held at Prowers 
County Jail on a $2,500 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06829 Officer: J.C. Sherrill   Date: Fri Jun 29 MDT 2012MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to the 1200 block of E. Olive St. on the report of a man lying on the side of the highway. 
Officers contacted the subject and were advised he was just walking.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06827 Officer: J.C. Sherrill Date: Fri Jun 29 MDT 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to the 1500 block of S. 10th St. on the report of two subjects trying to take a compressor from 
a yard. Officers searched the area but were unable to locate the subjects.

Case#:12L-06838 Officer: C Miller Date: Fri Jun 29 MDT 2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Officers responded to Willow Valley on a report of criminal mischief.  Officers took reports on multiple resi-
dences with damage.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1824 Agency Assistance              18:33:47 06/29/12 J Parker        OHS 
Det. J. Parker responded to Hwy 287 near Mile Marker 60 to assist the Colorado State Patrol with a traffic stop.  
Det. Parker transported the driver of the vehicle to the Prowers County Jail for a chemical test at the request of 
the Trooper while he finished completing citations to passengers for MIP.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1831 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 11:26:02 06/30/12 R Rodriguez     OHS 
Deputy Rodriguez was dispatched to a report of a farmhand taking a farm truck without permission from the 
Granada area.  The driver was contacted in Lamar and told to take the farm truck back to the farm per the owner’s 
request.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1833 civil complaint                14:00:12 06/30/12 R Rodriguez     OHS 
Deputy Rodriguez responded to Hartman for a civil dispute between neighbors about a property line.  The sub-
jects were advised to call a surveyor and to stop harassing each other.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1838 Illegal Burning                22:55:51 06/30/12 Shawn Stone     OHS 
Deputy dispatched to the 7000 block of County Road 196 on a report of someone having a campfire. Upon 
arrival Deputy contacted several subjects and advised them they needed to put the fire out. The fire was put out 
before the Deputy left.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1843 Litter/Pollution/Public Health 13:34:42 07/01/12 R Rodriguez     OHS 
Deputy Rodriguez responded to the 33000 blk of Cnty Rd 6 on a report of a littering problem. An unknown 
subject threw animal parts into the canal.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1845 Juvenile Problem               16:18:57 07/01/12 R Rodriguez     OHS 
Deputy Rodriguez was dispatched to the 800 blk of W. Cliff St. in Holly for a report of a 3 year old wondering 
the streets.  The child wondered away from the grandparents.

——————————————————————————–
12P-1848 Suspicious Person/Circumstance 00:07:56 07/02/12 J Parker        OHS 
Deputies responded to the 33000 blk of Cnty Rd 7 on a report of a passenger on the Greyhound bus disrupting 
the safety of the bus.  The passenger was not staying seated and reached in front of the driver.  The passenger was 
moved to a rear seat in the bus by the driver and they continued their trip.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06848           Officer: Kenny Davis              Date: 06/29/2012 MEDIA RELEASE: 
Code enforcement responded to the 600 Block of N 11th St. concerning a report of chickens in the garage. 
Officer did not locate the chickens at the residence but located chickens at 612 N 12th St.  A door tag was left 
advising the chickens be removed.

——————————————————————————–
Case#:12L-06872 Officer: C Miller Date: Sat Jun 30 MDT 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:  
Officer observed a subject run from him in the 300 block of South 10th St.  Juvenile subject was contacted and 
cited then released to a relative.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06878           Officer: Kenny Davis              Date: 06/30/2012
MEDIA RELEASE: Code enforcement officer responded to the 1900 Block of S 8th St.  Regarding a code viola-
tion. The responsible person was contacted and issued a notification order concerning a pile of debris that had 
been placed in the neighbor’s yard. A recheck was scheduled.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06888 Officer: J Jenkins Date: Sat Jun 30, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
An officer responded to the area of Main and Hickory Street for a REDDI report.  Officers arrested Carl Howard, 
51, Lamar, for DUI and related charges.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06931 Officer: C. Filbeck Date: Mon Jul 02, 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
Officers were advised of a hit and run accident in the 1400 blk of E. Olive St .  Officers arrested Ronald Throne 
(47) of Sheridan Lake for DUI and other related charges.  Throne is held at PCJ on a $10,000.00 bond.

——————————————————————————–
Case#: 12L-06943 Officer: T Cope Date: Mon Jul 02 2012 MEDIA RELEASE:
While on patrol officers observed an intoxicated person laying in the street of the 1200 block of S. 9th St.  Officers 
checked on the person and a friend gave her a ride home.
 

See the full report daily online at: theprowersjournal.com


